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HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 


•      A. 

XjLdDRESS  to  the  King  for  his  meiTage  refpedting  die  traitoroui  and 
diia^Aed  perfons  in  thefe  kingdoms,  and  for  drawing  out  the  cav^rjf 
&c.,  3 — for  his  meflage  to  provide  for  any  emergencies  that  may  arife, 
&c.,  377. 

Armorial-beaiings  duty  bin,  inaCommittee,  277. 

Eleftion-tieating'aft  thrown  oat>  316— copjr  of  it,  326. 

H. 

Holidays  in  public  offices— -Debate  on  the  bill  for  reducing  the  number 
of  them,  277— debate  refumed^  351. 

•      I. 

btHLAKD ;  Dake  of  Ldnfter  moves  to  addiefs  Hu  Majefty  on  the  ftate  o£ 
it,  398— >Pn>tcft  againft  ieje6ting, that  motion,  401— EaHof  Beilbo- 
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tough  nioves  an  addrefs  to  the  fame  efiedt,  487— lift  of  the  minority 
on  that  motion^  4^7 — Duke  of  Bedford  moves  a  refolution  refpeflin^ 
Ireland,  487— Frotefts  againft  rejecting  thofe  motions,  4889  490. 


Laneafter-feffion  bill  palled,  28 1« 

Land-tax  fale  bill  read  a  fecond  tlme«  294 — the  Houfe  in  a  Committee 
on  it,  349 — pafTed,  379 — Proteft  againfl  it,  381* 

M. 

IVGlitia-officers  augmentation  bill ;  the  Houfe  in  a  Committee  on  it,  iji. 
Minority,  Lift  of,  on  the  Duke  of  Leinfter's  motion  refpediog  Ireland, 
#        401— on  the  Earl  of  fieslborough's  motion  refpe^ing  Ireland,  487* 
MUdemeahor-cofts  bill ;  debate  on  it,  395* 

O. 

O'Connor,  Mr.;  converfation refpedling  his  arreft  atMaidftone,  223— 
Lord  Holland  withdraws  his  intended  motion  refpeAing  it,  250. 

P. 

Protefts — againft  the  land-tax  fale  bill,  381 — againft  rejedling  the  Duke 
of  Leinfter's  motion  refpedting  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  401 — againft  fend- 
ing the  Militia  to  Ireland,  442,  443— againft  rejed^ing  the  Earl  of 
Befsborough's  motion  refpeding  Ireland,  488,  490. 

s. 

Sheep^pafturing  bill  confidered,  249. 
Ship-owners'  bill  reje^ed,  287* 

T. 

Twiftleton's  divorce  bil},  conrerfation  on  it,  i. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


A. 

ACCOUNTS,  &€•— of  the  extraordinary  cxpences  of  the  array  ia  the 
year,  ending  24th  December  17979  and  not  provided  for  by  Parlia- 
ment, i93«— of  the  aipount  of  the  aifeifed  duties  and  the  races  propofed, 
2|2^of  the  income  of  and  charges  upon  the  confolidated  fund  for  the 
quarter,  ended  5th  April  17989  2;5*-of  the  total  net  produce  of  taxes 
for  one  year,  ended  ^th  April  1798,  diftinguiihing  each  quarter;  and 
alfo  the  duties  impofed  in  17939  4»  ^f  6,  and  7  ;  267--of  the  value  of 
Britiih  and  Foreign  merchandize,  imported  and  exported,  for  the  half 
years,  ending  5th  January  1797,  5th  July  1797,  and  5th  January 
1798,  diftinguilhing  the  feveral  articles  which  exceed  in  value  io,oooL 
274 — Lifts  of  the  feveral  offices  which,  being  ufelefs,  are  propofed  to 
be  abolifhed  as  they  become  vacant,  with  the  amount  of  the  annual  in- 
come of  each,  after  the  deduction  of  taxes,  in  the  year  1788,  308-^ 
lifts  of  the  feveral  offices  which,  on  vacancies,  are  to  be  aboli(hed,  as 
patent  offices,  but  the  duties  of  which,  being  necelTary,  are  propofed  to 
be  executed,  either  by  the  deputies  to  the  perfons  who  held  the  pa- 
tents, or  by  other  officers  of  the  revenue ;  together  with  the  amount  of 
the  annual  income  of  each,  in  the  year  1788,  after  dedud^ion  of  taxes, 
309— Lift  of  the  feveral  offices  which  are  propufcd  to  be  either  abo- 
lifhed, confolidated,  ox  regulated  ;  with  the  amount  of  the  annual  in- 
come of  each,  after  dedudion  of  taxes,  in  the  year  1788,  310 — Ac* 
count  of  fuch.of  the  offices,  enumerated  in  the  laft  three  lifts  which 
have  fallen  in  fincc  1783,  with  the  refpedive  times  when  fuch  offices 
became  vacant :  together  with  the  annual  income  of  each,  in  the  year 
1788,  after  the  dcdudion  of  taxes,  311 — Account  of  the  civil  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  iiland  of  Corftca ;  diftinguiftiing  the  dates  of  the  fe- 
veral appointments,  the  falaries  and  other  en\oluments  attached  to  each» 
and  the  date  at  which  each  rdped^ively  ceafed  to  be  paid,  315-^of  all 
the  penfions,  allowances,  gratuities,  or  other  emoluments,  which  liave 
been  granted,  or  ftill  continue  to  be  paid,  to  any  Corfican  officers,  civil 
or  military,  employed  in  the  fervicc  of  Corfica,  3 1 6— of  th^  military 
appointments  (not  being  regimental  promotions]  occafioned  by  or  con- 
neded  with  the  poflcffion  of  Coriica,  by  His  Majcfty's  forces,  with  the 
pay*  &c.  317— of  the  officers  in  tl^e  Barrack-mafter  General's  depart- 


Vi  INDEX  TO  THE  SIXTH  VOLUME. 

inents  in  Corfica,  &c,,   319 of  dl  the  military 'appointments  in 

Corfica,  the  pay«  and  dates  at  which  each  ceafed  to  be  paid,  320 

of  all-  the  military  appointments    occaiioned  by  or  connected 

with  the  Britilh  polleflions  in  Ceylon,    322— of  ditto    with   the 

Cape  of  Good. Hope,   323 of   the   civil    eftablifhment  at  the 

Cape  of  Good   Hope,   falaries,  &c.,    325 of  the    number    of 

barrels  of  herrings  exported  in  feveral  periods,  the  bounties 'paid, 

Sec*  326 the  fame  account  corre£){d,  485 of  the  number  of 

▼e&k,  and  their  tonnage,  the  number  of  men  and  boys  employed 
therein,  in  the  herring  fifhery,  in  levend  periods, .  329,  332 — ^of 
the  nomber  of  barrels  of  herrings  taken  in  Engbind  in  ten  years  pieced- 
ing  5th  January  1797,  333— of  vefiels  which  have  received  premiums 
in  England,  with  the  amount,  granted  by  26  Geo«  IIL^  334— of  the 
number  of  veflels,  &c.  fitted  out  from  Scotland  for  the  whifie-herang 
fifhery,  33^— of  the  number  pf  barrels  of  herrings  taken  in  Scotland 
in  ten  years  preceding  Janury  5,  1797,  338— of  herrings  exportedfrom 
Scotland  in  refpe^ve  periods,  339 — ^Return  of  the  corps  of  yeomanry, 
cavalry,  and  volunteer  cavalry,  accepted  by  His  Majefty,  to  June  i, 
1788,  342. 

Alien  bill,  debate  on  it,  44,  78. 
Army  extraordinaries ;  fee  Accounts. 
Afielfed  duties ;  /^e  Accounts* 

Budget ;  Mr.  Chancellor  Fitt  brings  forward  his  additional  Budget^  58* 

« 

'       c.  ■ 

Cape  of  Gbod  Hope ;  fee  Accounts. 

Cavalry ;  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  moves  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating 
the  provifionai  force  of  cavalry,  i  jo'^^-Return  of  the  cqrps  of  yea* 
manry  cavalry  and  volunteer  cavalry,  accepted  by  the  King,  to  June 
>f  '788,  342 — Debate  on  the  Frovifional  Cavalry  BiU,  45o» 

Ceylon ;  /{•€  Accounts. 

Convoys ;  Mr,,  Rofe  moves  that  no  Britifh  (hip  be  allowed- to  fail  with« 
out  convoy,  or  a  licence  from  the  Admiralty,  151,  . 

Corn ;  Mr.  Alderman  Lufhington  moves  for  a  Committee  to  confider 
of  tt%  lofTes  fuflained  by  Britilh  merchants  in  the  impoitation  of 
com,  140. 

Corfica ;  Jt^  Accounts* . 
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Daely  accoant  of,  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Tiemef »  2 3 2«— Speech  of 
Mr.  ^^lberfo^ce  refpedling  it,  236— he  withdraws  his  intended  motion 
on  that  fubjed,  279. 

Hcdion-treating  AS,  copy  of  it,  276. 

F. 

V 

Finance,  Committee  of;  converfation  ^fpedting  it,  iSj, 

m 
% 

Habeas-corpus  A61 ;  debate  on  the  motion  for  fufpending  it,  so-^Iift  of 
*  the  minority  on  it,  27. 

Herring  Fifhery  ;  fee  Accounts. 

I. 

• 
][i.iLAirD;  Mr.  Sheridan  moves  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty  for  a  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  to  examine  intD  the  caofes  of  the  prefent  Rebellion 
there,  396 — Meffage  from  the  King  refpeding  the  fending  of  the  Mi- 
litia to  Ireland,  403 — Debate  on  it,  40  j,  438  -Lord  G.  CavendiQi 
moYCs  certain  rcfolutions  refpe»^ing  Ireland,  447 — Lift  of  the  minority 
on  that  motion,  449 — Copy  of  the  offers  received  from  regiments  of 
^ulitia  in  Great  Britain  to  extend  their  fervices  to  Ireland,  467. 

sing  (The) ;  meffage  from  him  refppfling  traitorous  and  difaffefted  per- 

fons  in  this  country,  and  for  drawing  out  the  cavalry,  &c.  4  -^ Debate 

.     on  it,  5 — Meffage  to  enable  him  to  make  remittances  to  Ireland,  54 — 

'    to  provide  f)r  fuch  exigencies  as  may  occur,  383 — Debate  on  it,  383 

refpedlinfe  the  ft-nding  of  the  militia  to  Ireland,  403 — Debate  on  it, 

405  —His  fpeech  on  clofing  the  feffion  of  Parliament,  496.  ^ 

> 
Lancader-feQions  Bill  read  a  thi^rd  time,  147. 
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Land-tax  Sale  Bill ;  debate  on  the  fecond  reading,  33 — Lift  of  the  mi^ 
nority  on  it,  27— the  bill  farther  confidercd,  131,  176— Speech  of 
Sir  J.  Sinclair  on  it,  212 — debate  on  the' third  reading,  236. 

•  ■ 

"  M. 

Maroons ;  debate  on  Mr,  Walpole's  motion  refpedling  them,  84, 
Minority,  Lift  of,  on  tl>e  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas-corpus  Adl,  27— on 

the  fecond  reading  of  the  Land-tax  Redemption  Bill,  42— on  Mr. 

Sheridan's  motign  refpefiing  Ireland,  398 — on  Lord  G,  Cavcadilh's 

motion  refpeding  Ireland,  449* 

N.     .  , 

Navy ;  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moves  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more  effec- 
tual manning  of  the  navy,  230. 

Ncwfpapcr  Bill,  debate  on  it,  279,  302 — debu^te  o^  the  third  rend- 
ing, 386. 

O.         '      , 

I 

0 

O'Connor,  Mr. ;  the  honourable  Mr.  St.  John  gives  notice  of  a  motion 
refpe^ling  his  arrcft  at  Maidftone,  230 — defers  his  motion^  286"— 1 
brings  it  for\vard  and  debate  on  it,  354. 

V 

Prifoners ;  copy  of  the  refolutions  of  the  Committee  refpe^ting  the  treat- 
ment of  prifoners  of  war,  131 — converfation  on  the  fame,  292. 

« 

REi»QRTs;  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  160 — from  the 
'  Committee  for  regulating  the  afts  refpedling  turnpike  roads,  18 j — of 
the  Committee  on  Mr.  Sealy's  plan  for  tanning  leather  with  th^  bark  of 
elm,  187— on  the  Scotch-diftillery  Duties,  355. 

S. 

SaU ;  debate  on  the  additional  duty  propofed  to  be  laid  on  it,  75 the 

bill  pafTed,  97 — Scots  Two-pennies  Bill,  debate  on  it ;  285,  353,  452. 

^--"h,  Mr. ;  fee  Reports. 
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SlaTC-carrying  Bill  confidered,  82*  145— debate  on  Mr.  H.  Thornton's 

moHon  to  prohibit  the  (lave  trade  on  die  coaft  of  Africa,  withi»  certain 

limits,  I  CO. 
Speaker's  (The)  'fpeech  to  His  Majefty  on  prefimtmg  bills  for  his  a(^ 

fent,  49^. 
Supply  4  the^Honfe  b  a  Committee  of«  and  fondry  refolotions  pafled, 

28—54. 
Sorry ;  debate  on  Mr.  Tiemey's  motion  reipeAing  the  condoft  of  the 

Lord  Lieotenant  of  Surry  in  refofing  to  recommend  an  aflbciation  in 

that  county  to  His  MajeftjP's  approbation,  104. 

T. 
Turnpike  roads;  report  from  the  Committee  fi>r  regubting  them»  185, 

w. 

Wxyi  and  ^^ans,  the  Houfe  in  a  Committee  of,  58, 15$— report  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  i6o. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

A. 

XXUCKLAND,  Lord ;  292,  395,  296,  298,  379. 

B. 

Bedford,  Duke  of «  3;! 
Balkdey,  ^Icoont;  336. 

c. 

Caenuurron,  Earl  of ;  171,  172,  173,  174,  294,  300,  395 
Chancellor^  the  Lord ;  fee  Loughboioagh* 
Claicnce,  His  Royal  Highneis  Duke  of «  x;;. 

De Dvnftanville,  Lords  250. 

F. 

Fortefcue^  Earl;  175. 

Grandey,  Lord ;  285 

Grcnville,  Lord;  2,3,4.  'T^t   '75»  I74»  I7S»  226,  227,  277,  294^ 

^99»  350*  35W  3S*»  377i  37^  379 
Grejdc  WOton,  Lord;  281,  282. 
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H. 

Hardwicke,  Earl  of ;  173 

Holland,  Load;  223,  2241  250,  298,  379*  381^ 

i 

Kenyon,  Lord;  282,  283,  284,  291 
Kinnoull,  Earl  of ;  277,  381. 

L. 
Leeds,  Duke  of;  291 
Leinfter,  Duke  ofj  398 
Liverpool,  Earl  of;  284,  288,  294 
Lonfdale,  Earl  of;  281,  a82»  283,  285 
Loughborough,  Lord ;  2,  43,  225,  226,  227,  278,  289,  349,  350,  352^ 

353*  395- 

N. 
Norfolk,  Duke  of;  2,  43,  227,  249,  349,  551,  380. 

I 

P. 


Powis,  Earl  of;  17^, 


R. 


Radnor,  Earl  of ;  174,  17; 

Rocheftcr,  Bilhopof;  43,  277,^  ^51,  352, 


S. 

Suffolk,  Earl  of;  294,  295,  349,  350,  351,  377,  378,  38© 
Sydney,  Vifcount ;  175,  224,  398,  403,  405. 


T. 

Thurlow,  Lord ;  283,  284,  285,  289,  295,  298, 300 
.  Townlhend,  Marquis;  172,  173. 
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Abboty  Mr.;«t8i9  184,596 

AddingtoD,  Right  Honoarabk  H^ry ;  2$,  77,  78t  96,  i«f»  i03»  1349 

^55»  230*  ^3»»  «34»  *8o,  a8i,  287,  293,  444,446,447,  495 
Arden,  Sir  R.  ?•;  78,  148, 170*  184 
Attorney  General ;  /it  Sir  J.  Scott« 

B. 

Baker^Mr.;  302,  385,  39J,  396 

9anlce$,  Mr.;  179,  411 

Barham,  Mr. ;  83,  93 

Baring,  Sir  F. ;  1^3,  154.  155,  159,  182,  235 

Baftard,  Mr.  I.  P. ;  41,  969  125,  150 

Bclgrave,  VHcoam;  839  148,  293 

Biddulph,  Mr.;  241 

Bird,  Mr.  W. ;  97 

Bootle,  Mr.  Wilbraham  ;  130,  292,  44  j 

Browne,  Mr.  I.  H. ;  52,  75,  293 

Bunbury,  SirC;  454 

Bardett,  SirF.;  2429  375,  388 

BardontMr.;  84,  135,  142    - 

Barrow,  Mr,;  5I9  76 

Barton, Mr.;  18O9  184,  37; 

Boxton,  Mr.;  39,  4Z,  103,  ijO*  177,  2(u 

C. 

Calvert,  Mr.,  junior;  103 

Caxew,  Mr.  Pole ;  286 

Cavendiih,  Lord  G. ;  147,  4049  4359  447 

Coke,  Mr.  T.  W. ;  39 

Combe,  Mr,  Alderman ;  97 

Curtis,  Mc Alderman;  142 

Corwen,  Mr*;  125,  233. 

Dennifon9  Mr,;  1329  242 
Deotj  Mr/s  839  148 
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Dickens,  Mr.;  82  /  ' 

Dickenfon,  Mr.;  ^48 

Dolbcn,  SirW. ;  146,  147,  iSz 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Fridayy  April  2O9    1798. 


►ODDINGTON's  Divorce  Bill  was  read  a  fccond  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  Committee. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  Mr.  Twiftleton's  mother  againft 
an  allegation  contained/m  the  preamble  of  the  Divorce  Bill,  re()pe£t- 
ing  a  child  bom  feven  months  after  a  deed  of  feparation  had  taken 
place  between  Mr.  Twiftleton  and  his  wife  ;  but  the  counfel  had 
been  already  infhru6)ed  to  omit  that  part  of  the  allegation. 

The  ufual  forms  were  then  gone  through,  and  a  witnefs  proved 
that  a  Mr.  Steel  and  a  Mrs.  Twiftleton  had  lived  together  as  man 
and  wife.  A  deed' of  feparation  was  read  by  which  Mr.  Twiftleton 
had  fettled  l  ool.  per  annum  upon  his  wife  during  her  life ;  and 
intronfequence  of  which  ao  adual  feparation  took  place  between 
them,  previous  to  uq  cnminal  coniiedion  on  her  part* 


g  PARLIAMENTARY  [Lordi; 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  alked  if  thejr  were  prepared  to 
pve  evidence  touching  the  condud  of  the  parties  prior  to  the  cxe^r 
cution  of  the  deed,  and  of  the  circumfbinces  which  led  to  the  fepa« 
ration,  as  the  Hoafe  might  be  probably  anxious  for  information  on 
thefe  points } 

The  honourable  Mr.  Twtjlletan  was  then  called,  and  being  duly 
fworn,  ftatedy  that  his  wife's  extravagance  had  reduced  him  almoft 
Co  poverty  ;  that  his  remonftrances  only  inflamed  a  teniper,  natu- 
rally bad,  fiill  more ;  and  that  (he  at  length  told  him  that  (he  was 
determined  to  go  upon  the  Stage,  where  (he  knew  (he  polTeired  ta- 
lents to  fupport  hofelf  in  affluepce.  This  refolution  of  hers  he 
(Wrongly  oppofed,  and  declared,  that  if  (he  perfevered  in  it,  lie  would 
not  live  with  her.  She,  however,  defpifed  his  authority,  and  went» 
to  Mr.  Harris,  of  Covent  Garden,  to  apply  for  an  engagement, 
without  his  knowledge ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  deed  was  exe^* 
cuted,  (ince  which  he  ney^r  cohabited,  correfponded,  or  had  any 
connection  whatever  with  her,  or  ever  faw  her,  he  believed,. except 
oncepafiiRg  through  the  fireet  in  a  carriage. 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  hoped  that  fome  farther  evidence 
would  be  required.  The  preamble  of  the  bill  ftated,  that  the  ilfue 
of  the  marriage  was  one  child ;  it  had  appeared,  howqver,  that  there 
was  a  fecond  child.  Thefe  children  were  within  the  line  of  fuc« 
ceflTion  to  a  Peerage  ;  and,  therefore,  he  thought  ^me  evidence 
fhould  be  given  of  the  time  of  their  births,  to  remove  any  doubt  or 
fufpicion  that  might  be  entertained  of  their  legitimacy. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  applauded  the  good-nature  from 
whence  the  fuggeAion  flowed,  but  apprehended  that,  if  carried  into 
efFedl,  it  would  fix  the  very  (lain  it  ihtended  to  remove.  The  quef- 
tion  of  legitimacy  was  not  then  before  the  Houfe ;  and  confequent]^ 
no  evidence  of  it,  then  given,  could  be  produced  upon  any  futuoe 
trial  in  which  it  might  be  difputed,  as  it  would  amount  to  nothing  - 
more  than  a  mere  voluntary  affidavit.  The  notice  was  taken  of 
the  (^ild  in  the  preamble  of  the  printed  copy  of  the  bill ;  the  enad- 
•  ing  part  would  be  (ilent  on  the  fubjedl^  and  confequently  any  im- 
putation thence  arifing  would  foon  wear  away,  whereas  the  mode  re- 
.  commended  by  the  noble  Duke  would  tend  to  perpetuate  it. 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  perfevered,  and  faid  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  point  in.  fome  future 
(lage  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed  for  Tuef- 
day,  at  which  time  his  Grace  dated  he  would  renew  his  motidn. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  brought  up  a  meflfage  from  His  Majefty* 
[JFir  which^  J^^  the  PrQcecdings  oj^  the  Commens\'\     His  Lord(hip 
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|id,  thxt  in  tfae  prefcnt  fituation  of  piiblic  sdERtirSj  it  was  not  ncceC* 
£u7  for  him  to  add  any  thing  more  to  the  fentimcnts  contained  in 
Ae  communication  which  His  Maje%  had  moft  gracioufly  made  to 
tfie  Houfe.     He  was  fure  that^  in  proportion  to  the  increafed  exer- 
tions which  the  enemy  (bould  make  to  cany  their  hoftile  defigns 
againft  the  country  into  execution,  in  the  fame  prc^rtion  would  the 
•vigour  and  fpirit  of  that  Houfe,  and  of  the  country  at  large,  be  roufed 
with  additional  eiieigyy  and  be  prepared  to  avert  the  danger  that 
threatened  us  from  a  foreign  foe.     He  was  alfo  certain,  that,  in 
f  loportioo  as  the  machinations  of  evil-rdifpofed  and  traitorous  per* 
fons  within  this  country  were  fpreading  abroad,  and  direfted  againft 
die  fafoty,  liberty  and  happinefs  of  the  whole  nation,  their  Lord- 
ihips  would  adopt  every  meafure  that  (hould  efFedually.tend  to  de- 
Jmt  and  confound  diem,  and  that  they  would  defend  the  laws  and 
Confiitution  of  dieir  country  againft  every  fecret  confpirator,  againft 
all  feditious  demagogues,  and,  in  fliort,  againft  all  thofe  who  were 
the  adyocates  and  hirelings  of  the  Common  enemy.     It  was  not 
neceflary  for  him  to  prefaoe  the  addreis  he  was  about  to  move  ^  with 
any  more  obfervations.     He  meant  to  follow  it  up  with  a  meafure 
which  he  had  no  doubt  would  meet  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfe ; 
a  meafure  which,  without  infringing  on  the  Conftitution,  had  fre- 
quently been  reforted  to  by  Plurliamenc  in  times  lefs  critical  than  the 
pefent.     His  Lordfliip  then  moved  :  ^*  That  an  humble  addrefii 
ie  prefcnted  to  His  Majefty,  to  return  due  thanks  of  that  Houfe, 
for  His  Majefty 's  gracious  communication ;  to  afliire  His  Majefty^ ' 
that  the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  deeply  fenilble  of  the  many  bleflmg^ 
which  the  couiitry  enjoyed  under  His  Majefty's  mild  Government, 
while  tbey  were  engaged  in  a  conteft  with  an  enemy  who  aimed  at 
lu^hii;^  lefs  than  to  deftroy  the  liberty,  happinefs,  and  independence 
q{  tbcfe  kingdoms;. that  whilft  contending  for  every  thing  dear  to 
them,  that  Houfe  would  not  fail  to  afford  His  Majefty  the  moft  ef- 
foduarl  fupport/4n  every  meafure  calculated  to  enfure  the  fccurity  of 
the  Cmwn,  and  the  independence  of  the  nation  ;  and  that  whilft 
fhc  HoQfe  firmly  relied  on  His  Majefty  to  ufe  the  means  committed 
to  him  for  thefe  purpofes,  it  would  alfo  take  into  confideration  what 
£izther  meafures  might  be  neceffary  to  defeat  the  machinations  of 
ill-affafted  peribns,  and  to  bripg  the  defigps  of  enemiesi  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  to  confufton." 
The  ad<hiefs  was  carried  tiem  cm0 

Lord  Grei^ville  then  moved  the  firft  reading  of  an  a6l,  to  em- 
power His  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  fuch  perfons  as  His  Majefty 
may  fufped  of  confpiring  againft  his  pcrfon  and  Gpvcrnmcnt. 
Lord  QREN VILLE  obferved,  that  this  bill  was  cxaflly  fimilar 

B  a 
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to  others  which  had  been  paiTed  on  ibrmer  oceafions,  with  the  fingle 
exception,  with  refpedt;  to  thofe  perfons  already  under  detention  on 
a  charge  of  high  treafon,  and  whofe  trials  were  not  to  be  deferred, 
in  confequence  of  any  thing  containecl  in  this  ad.  He  alfo  ftated, 
that  the  provifions  of  this  bill  were  meant  to  extend  to  the  firft  of 
February  next. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  committed,  read 
a  third  time  and  pafTed,  and  fent  to  the  Commons  for  their  con- 
currence. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  it  was  neceffary  to  put  fome  reftraints 
on  the  abufe  that  had  been  made  of  the  readinefs  with  which  Par- 
liament ufed  to  grant  naturalization  bills  to  foreigners.  It  was  his 
intention,  therefore,  to  introduces!  bilU  that  no  perfons  born  withii) 
any  of  the  territories  at  enmity  with  His  M^eOy,  (hould  be  capable 
of  being  naturalized. 


■I  »■  ■■> 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

.  Friday^  April  20. 

Mr.  Secretaiy  DUNDAS  brought  down  a  meflage  jTroni  Hii 
Majefty,  as  follows : 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Majejiy  thinksi  it  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
that  from  various  advices  received  hy  Hif  Majejiy y  it  appears  that  the 
preparations  for  the  embarkation  of  troops  and  warlike  fiores^  are  now 
carried  on  with  confiderable  and  increafmg  aSfivity  in  the  ports  of 
France,  Flanders j  and  Hollandy  with  the  avowed  dejign  of  attempting 
the  invajion  of  His  Majejiy  s  dominionSy  and  th^  in  this  dejign  the 
enemy  is  encouraged  by  the  correfpondence  and  communication  of  traitor^ 
ous  and  diJnffeSied  perfons  andfocieties  of  theje  kingdoms.  His  Ma^ 
jcjiy  places  the  firmejl  relianccy  under  the  Divine  Providence y  on  the. 
bravery  of  his  fleets  and  armieSy  and  on.  the  zealy  public  fpiritf  anef 
unfhaken  courage  of  his  faithful  people  y  already  manifejied  in  the  volun^ 
tary  exertions  of  all  ranks  of  His  Majejiy  s  fubjeSis  for  the  general  de^ 
fence,  and  more  than  ever  neceffary  at  a  moment  when  th^  are  called 
upon  to  contend  for  the  preferva/ion  of  all  that  is  dear  to  them. 

His  Majejiy,  in  purfuance  of  the  aSl  pafjed  in  the  laji  fejfion  of 

Parliament,  for  raijing  a  provtfional  force  of  cavalry,  has  thought  it 

iht  to  give  din^icns,  that  the  faid  cavalry  fhould  be  drawn  out  and 
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emboMed;  and  it  Is  djo  His  Majejifs  inteniifn,  U  ordit  the  fart  not 
jet  embodied  of  the  augmentation  made  to  the  militia^  under  the  a&s  if 
laft  feffioni  to  be  forthwith  drawn  out  and  embodied^  in  purfuanee  of 
His  Majefiys  communications  already  made  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  m 
this  Juhje£l, 

His  Majejiy  feels  it  incumhont  on  him  to  make  the  fuHe/l  ufeoftie 
extenfrue  means  already  provided  by  the  tvifdom  of  Parliament  for  the 
national  d^ence.  But  he  feels  it  at  the  fame  time^  under  circumjiemces 
which  he  hasjlatedj  indifpenfably  necefjary  to  recommend  it  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons^  to  confider  without  delay  of  fuch  farther  meafures  as  mof 
enable  His  Majejiy  to  defeat  the  wicked  machinations  of  difaffcBed  per^ 
fans  within  thefe.  realms^  and  to  guard  againjl  the  dejigns  of  the  emewtf^ 
either  abroad  or  at  home^* 

G.R. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dui)das  then  moved,  "  That  nn  humble  addreiii 
be  prefented  to  His  Majefty^  to  return  His  Majefiy  the  humble 
thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  moft  gracious  meiTage  ;  and  to  aflurc 
^is  Majefly  that  this  Houfe  will,  without  delay,  proceed  to  the  coo- 
fideration  of  the  interefting  fubjeAs,  therein  mentioned,  with  all 
the  attention  which  their  importance  to  the  fafety  of  thefe  kingdoms 
require." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  SH]p)RipAN  faid, — It  is  impoflfible  for  any  man  who 
views  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  tountry,  and  who  views  it  in  the 
lame  light  I  do,  to  imagine  that  I  now  rife  to  oppofe,  in  any  (hape 
or  manner,  the  addrefs  which  has  juft  been  prefented  t«  the  Houfe. 
^ad  I  been  prefent  on  a  former  occafion  when  a  bill  for  the  better 
defence  of  the  country  was  brought  in  by  the  right  honourable  Se* 
pretaiy  (Mr.  Dukidas),  I  moft  certainly  would  ha^ve  given  it  my 
moft  cordial  a(id  zealous  fupport ;  and  in  thus  giving  it  all  the 
countenance  that  I  could  lend  to  any  meafure,  I  would  not  confider 
the  Houfe  as  conferring  any  new  or  extraordinary  power  upon  the 
Crown,  or  any  thing  more  than  is  already  veftcd  by  law  in  the  royal 
prerogative.  We  all  know,  that  in  cafes  of  great  and  alarming 
cmcrgenpy,  flis  Majefty  is  armed  with  the  power  of  calling  forth 
all  the  ftrength  and  energy  of  his  fubjedis  ;  and  if  in  any  ordinary 
riot  and  confulion,  a  conftable  may  call  for  afliAanqe  from  every 
one  around  him,  can  it  properly  be  fuppofed,  that  on  an  o<x:afion  of 
{extreme  and  general  peril,  His  Majefty  would  be  contented  to  be  a 
mere  looker  on  ?  And  when  His  Majefty  feels  it  neccflary  thus  to 
aroufe  and  exert  all  the  ftrength  and  refourccs  of  his  kingdoms, 
however  we  may  co-operate — whatever  fcrvice  we  may  afford  on 
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ftich  an  occafien,  we  only  fulfil  that  duty  which,  by  the  oath  of 
ail<^ance,  we  are  bound  ta  perform.  3ut  however  penetrated  the 
country  m^y  be  with  the  ftpnfe  of  the  danger  that  awaits  us,  however 
ardent  the  fpirit  that  now  heptis  to  arife,  yet  I  cannot  but  breathe  a 
wiih,  that  fomething  were  fuperadded  by  this  Houfe  to  kindle  ch« 
9eal  and  animate  the  courage  of  the  people ;  without  which,  I  fear, 
fieither  can  be  warmed  to  that  glow  and  ardour  to  which  they  (houkt 
he  raifed  on  fo  trying  an  occafion^— for  it  is  no  ordinary  occa^oni 
&r ;  the  dangers  that  threaten  us  are  of  no  ordinary  magnitude ;  i| 
is,  thcrefbre,  no  comi;non  fpirit  that  can  embolden  us  to  encounter  it^ 
I  rejoice  mpft  lincerely,  indeed,  to  fee  this  fpirit  now  begin  to  arife  \ 
)M  while  {  thus  rejoice  at  beholding  its  firft  burfts,  yet  that  joy  is 
damped  by  obferving  the  too  general  prevalence  of  a  certain  degfe^ 
pf  fupifienefs,  a  certain  tardinefs  and  heiitation  to  ad):,  which  I 
|)ope  the  ^hcering  voice  of  the  Houfe  will  roufe  and  (Simulate,  or 
which  its  own  adtivity  will  fupply ;  and  that  any  fuch  tardinefs  ox 
|)efitarion  (hould  prevail,  rauft  be  furely  matter  of  no  fmall  furprife 
—for  docs  not  the  coming  danger  threaten  us  all  ?  Are  we  not  all 
Interefled  in  the  iffue  of  the  event  ?  Yet,  as  fat  as  I  can  hear  an4 
pbfcrye,  there  are  many  who  ipake  this  threatened  ihvafion  a  mere 
topic  of  cohverfation,  or  idle  difcuffion  ;  they  {eemlo  treat  it  as  i, 
fubjedl  of  amufement  or  curicfity,  and  appear  eager  for  its  arrival, 
as  if  they  were  to  gaze  on  it  as  on  fome  ftrange  phenomenon,  or  as 
if  they  were  to  enjoy  it  as^  mere  (how,  not  tremble  at  it  as  a  real 
peril.  Far,  however,  be  it  from,  me  to  fuppofe  that  this  doubtful 
difpo(kion,  this  abfence  of  manly,  alacrity,  proceeds  from  any  fuch 
motive  as  difafFe£)ion,  or  from  any  fullen  and  ill-timed  refehtment 
of  the  wrongs  and  fufferings  which  the  people  may  fed  (and  in  mf 
opinion  very  juftly)  againft  His  Majefty's  Minifters  ;  to  whom, 
perhaps,  they  may  as  juftly  attribute  them  ;  but  that  want  of  fpirit  . 
and  alacrity  which  I  lament,  is  occafioned  by  a  fort  of  fupinenefs, 
and  a  reludance  to  believe  the  real  danger  of  their  fituation,  to 
which,  therefore,  they  are  not  duly  alive.  An  evident  fymptom  of 
this  fuymcncfs,  and  dilbclicf  of  the  perils  that  hangover  us,  appears 
in  the  flew  progrefs  of  the  voluntary  contributions  ;  to  this  mcafurc 
I  have  profefled,  and  ftill  profefs,  myfclf  a  friend — arid  the  Houfe 
will  be  plcafed  to  recollefl,  that  fuch  were  the  fcntimcnts  I  ex^ 
|)reffed  when  I  had  the  honour  of  making  a  motion  for  fufpendlng 
the  pafling  of  the  Aflcffed-tax  Bill.  At  that  time  I  recommended 
the  adoption  of  a  meafure  (imilar  to  the  voluntary  contribution,  and 
I  recommended  it  as  a  temporary  fubftitute  forthe  Aflefledtax  Bill  ; 
and  that  principally,  becaufe  it  could  hot  fail  to  afford  an  opportunity 
our  giving  feme  pradtical  plcd.c,  fome  flrikingand  unequivocsJl 
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pfocrfy  tiuu  on  one  poipt^  at  kaft,  we  were  aU  ummmouf-— to  kt«e 
loom  for  this  manifeflatton  of  our  unanimityy  I  then  moved  that  ityb 
AiTeflcd-tax  Bill  might  be  fu(pended  for  one  month ;  my  motion,  as 
ufualj  was  unfueccfflful ;  but  fincerely  forry  do  1  itel,  that  a  learned 
friend  of  mine,  who  voted  with  me  on  that  occafioin,  and  who  look 
a  (hare  in  that  debate,  (hould  fince  have  veviled  the  meafure  of  a 
voluntary  contribution  as  a  miferable  ei^pedient,  a  mere  fending 
round  a  begj^ng-box.     Hefurely  cannot  have  imagined,  that  when 
I  endczvou»d  to  fufpend  the  Aflefied-tax  Bill  for  a  month,  I 
not  equally  fipcere  in  my  wiflies  to  try  the  dkA  of  the  voluntary 
tributiDn,  which  I  before  recommended.     What  opinion  couUhe^ 
or  the  Houfe,  or  myfelf,  entcrtainof  my  confiftency,  if,  after  failing 
IB  my  firft  objedl,  I  (hould  immediately  turn  Ihort,  and  join  with 
diem  in  reviling  the  very  meafure  1  before  approved,  and  branding 
it  as  a  be^ing-box  bufinefs,  which,  however,  I  had  confeflfed  myfelf 
anxious  to  try  as  the  heft  mode,  in  my  opinion^  of  obtaining  a  prac- 
tical pledge  of  our  fctkSt  unanimity,  in  providing  every  means  of 
refiflance  to  the  infolent  menaces  and  attempts  of  the  enemy  ?  had  I 
been  in  the  houfis  at  the  time  the  meafure  I  piopofed  had  been  dius 
reviled,  it  would  have  grieved  me  to  have  heard  it  fUgmatized  in 
focb  langusge  ;  indeed  I  could  have  fcarcely  remained  filent,  and 
permitted  it  to  pafaunreproved.  Nor,  when  I  hinted  at  the  propriety 
of  firft  trying  a  voluntary  contribution,  was  it  merely  the  money  it 
might  pit)duce  I  had  in^iew  ;  it  was  the  difpofition  and  fentiments 
that  fliould  prompt  and  promote  it,  to  which  I  was  anxious  to  attend. 
I  am  likewife  forry  that  there  are  names,  which  I  do  not  yet  behold 
in  the  lift  of  the  voluntry  contribution ;  but  while  I.exprefs  this  my  ro^ 
gret,  at  its  not  having  obtained  their  countenance  and  encouragement^ 
I  bv  no  means  think  it  (hould  be  inferred,  that  the£e  who  have  not 
as  yet  fubfcribed,  are  lefs  difpofed  than  thofe  wh«  have,  to  concur  in 
the  preparation  of  thofe  vigorous  meafures  of  defcfnce,  when  th^ 
dearly  fee  and  fully  feel  their  neceiTity*  As  to  their  apparent  apathy* 
I  do  not  feel  the  (lighteft  apptchenfion.     They  only  expe£i  fome 
more  adequate  caufe  for  alarm,  fome  more,  thorough  convidtion  that 
the  danger  is  at  hand.     For  confident  I  am^  that  as  foon  as  one 
drop  of  £ogli(h  blood  (hall  be  (hed  by  a  Frenchman  on  £ngli(h 
ground,  the  Englifli  valour  will  that  moment  rife  to  a  pitch  equal  to 
what  its  moft  fanguine  iriends  can  expert,  or  its  warmeft  admirers 
can  defire  ;  it  will  then  doubtleis  nerve  our  arms  with  a  force  which 
no  impreOTion  from  the  enemy  can  withftand.     But  although  this 
extreme  danger  may  be  llill  diftant  and  out  of  fight,  wc  Should  not 
therefore  be  unprepared  to  meet  it,  or  lulled  into  a  fatal  infenfihility 
toaU  the  dreadful  calamities  it  will  bring  jupon  us.    -Of  thcfc  ca^    _ 


•  PARLlAMEKTARir  [Couutiiti 

laniitieii .  we  do  hot  feem  to  entettain  a  due  fen(e  of  dread  and  horror ; 
but  without  rietra£ling  any  one  principle  which  I  ever  held  or  ut- 
tered, concerning  the  French  Republic,  I  am  free  to  fay,  and  am 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  I  aflert,  that  at  no  period  of  our  hif- 
tory  were  we  ever  menaced  with  fuch  a  fate,  nor  at  no  period  of 
either  the  French  Monarchy  or  French  Republic,  had  we  mbrc  to 
dread  from  France  than  we  have  at  the  prefent  moment ;  for  (hould 
the  French  now  fuccced  in  their  projected  invafion,  our  ruin  lyouM 
be  dire  and  irretrievable  indeed.     I  do  not,  I  fay,  retraft  the  fenti- 
ments  which,  while  1  deplore  the  fcena  of  blood  that  ftained  its  glo* 
nous  efforts  to  be  free,  I  rejoiced  at  the  eftabli(hnf)ent  of  the  French 
Republic  :  but  when  I  rejoiced  at  its  eftabli(hment,  and  the  down- 
fal  of  defpotic  Monarchy,  I  rejoiced  at  feeing  it  regain  a  due  degree 
of  freedom,  and  a  due  degree  of  ftrength.     I  by  ho  "means  rejoice 
at  the  enormous  power  which  it  is  now  able  to  Wield  ;  a  power 
which  crufties  under  it  the  whole  of  the  continental  powers,   and 
which  has  grown  gigantic  from  the  efforts  which  the  alien  powers 
exerted  to  oppofe  its  infant  liberty.     It  is  from  this  increafed  power 
of  France  that  England  has  more  to  dread  than  from  the  arms  of  any 
other  nation ;  and  were   France  now  agaiR  monarchical  inftead  of 
republican,  we  (hould  equally  have  to  watch  and  to  dread  its  ambi- 
tious encroachments,  and  its  formidable  attacks  ;  for,  fully  am  t 
convinced,  that  were  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVIII.  to  be  now  fud- 
denly  recalled  by  an  almoft  unanimous  wifh  of  the  French  people^ 
were  that  unhappy  Prince  to  be  unexpededly  reftored,  and  that  in  a 
manner  as  unexpected  as  was  our  Charles  II.  were  he,  after  being  re- 
inthroned,  to  recall  all  his  emigrant  nobility,  who  have  fufl^ered  moft 
cruelly  froni  the  French  Revolution,  convinced,  I  fay,  am  I,  that  - 
France  would  not  bate  one  atom  of  her  ambition,  nor  would  (he  . 
attempt  lefs,  but  grafp  at  more  than  (he  had  lately  acquired  and 
achieved  ;  (he  would  not  remain  fatisfied  with  the  Rhine  for  her  bar- 
rier, with  Holland  and  Italy  for  her  va(rals,  with  the  addition  of  all 
the  Low  Countries,  and  a  domineering  influence  over  the  Councils  of 
Spain  ;  (he  would  (till  remain  reftlefs  and  unfatisfled^  until  (he  had 
wrefted  from  Great  Britain  the  fOvereignty  of  the  feas.     While  I 
thus  exprefs  my  jealoufy  and  dread  of  French  ambition,  I  by  no 
means  depart  from  any  thing  I  formerly  advanced  about  the  French 
Republic  v  nor  am  I  now  more  difpofed  than  then  to  have  recourfe 
to  language  of  contumely  and  invedlive  which  has  unfortunately 
been  but  too  much  indulged  in  by  certain  gentlemen  ip  this  Houfe, 
and  whith  has  lately  difgraced  the  preaml)le  to  a  bill.     To  make 
ufe  of  fuch  language  was  furely  neither  politic  nor  wife ;  and  could 
any  thing  be  more  unbecoming  and  undignified  than  the  coarfe  ex- 
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prcflions  ufed  ih  the  fiftcr  kingdom  by  pcrfons  high  In  authottty.  I 
hope^  therefore,  we  (hall  no  longer  hear  of  a.monftcr  Hochc,  or  of 
this  or  that  ruffiart  General ;  and  l"  would  beg  leave  not  only  to 
ad\'ifc  Govemnnertt  to  be  nnore  temperate  and  decorous  in  their  lan- 
guage when  fpeaking  of  the  French  people  and  their  commanders, 
but  r would  moreover  wi Hi  they  would  pay  them  a  fmccre  and  fulid 
Compliment :  this  fincerc  and  folid  cartipliment  I  Would  pay  them« 
by  f^ing  and  (hewing  that  we  omit  no  human  prcprations  which 
the  heart  and  head  of  mart  (?an  eonrrivc  and  execute.  This  is  the 
manner  in  which  I  would  meet  them  ;  and  if  We  thus  ftand  provit'cd 
Wirh  every  thing  that  fpirit  and  prudence  can  infpirc  and  fngi^cftj 
though  it  may  be  impoflible  fot  us  fo  pronounce  that  they  fiwll  not 
fubdue  us,  we  may,  at  IcaO,  convince  them  that  wc  are  not  to  be 
dcfpi  fed. 

If,  then,  they  afe  to  attempt  to  invade  us,  they  will,  no  doubt, 
come  furnifhed  with  flaming  manifeftocs.     The  Direflory  may  in- 
ftru<S  their  Generals  to  mnke  the  faircft  profeflions  of  how  thcif 
army  is  to  z6\  ;  but  of  thefc  pmfcfTions  furely  not  one  can  be  be- 
lieved.     SomCj  however,  may  de<?eive  themfclves  by  fuppofing  that 
the   great   Buonaparte,    (for   he,    w*c  underftand»  Is    to    be   their 
General ;)  that  the  victorious' Buona pa rte>   I   fay,  will  have  con- 
certed with  the  Directory,  that  he  is  not  to  tarnilh  his  laurels,  or 
fully  bis  glory,  by  permitting;  his  army  to  plunder  our  banks,  to  ruin 
our  commerce,  to  cnflave  otir  people  ;  but  that  he  is  to  come  like  a 
Minifter  of  grace,   with  no  other  purpfe  than  to  give  peace  to  the 
cottager,   to  reftore  citizens  to  tiieir  rij;hts,  to  eftablifll  real  freedom, 
and  a  liHeral  ind  humane  government.      This  undoubtedly  wer<i 
noble ;  this  were  generous  ;  this,  I  had  almoft  faid,  was  God-i1ke< 
But  can  there  be  fuppofed  an  EnglKhman  fo  ftupid,  fo  bcfctrcd,  (d 
befooled,  as  to  give  a  moment's  credit  to  fuch  ridiculous  profeflions? 
Not  that  1  deny  but  that  a  great  Republic  may  be  adluated  by  thefe 
generous  principles,  and  by  a  thirft  of  glory,  merely  for  glory's  J'rikc. 
Such.  I  might  be  induced  to  believe,  ^vas  the  fpirh  which  infpired  the 
Romans  in  the  early  and  virtuous  pcricxls  of  their  Republic.      They 
fought  and  conquered  for  the  meed  of  warlike  renown— ^ftill  foonci* 
would  I  believ^  that  the  Spartan  heroes  fought  for  fame  only,  and 
not  for  the  plunder  of  wealth  and  luxuries  which  they  were  more 
lludious  to  exeliidc  from,  than  to  introduce  into  the  bofom  of  their 
Republic*     Bor*l»  otherwife,  are  we   to  interpret  the  objeds  that 
whet  the  valour,  and  Oimulate  the  prowefs  of  n^odern  Republi\:ans» 
Do  we  not  fee  they  have  plan^-ed  the  Tree  of  Liberty  in  me  Garden 
of  Monarchy,  where  it  ftill  continues  to  produce  the  fame  rare  and 
luxurious  fruit  ? .  Do  W€  not  fee  the  French  Republicans,  as  eager  as 
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ever  were  the  courtly  friends  of  the  Monarchy,  to  colle£k  fron^ 
*  among  the  vanquiihed  countries,  and  to  accumulate  all  the  elegahceS) 
all  the  monuments  of  the  arts  and  fcienc^,  determined  to  make 
their  capital  the  luxurious  mart  and  fchool  for  a  fubjedl  and  ad- 
miring world  ?  It  is  not  glory  they  feek  for ;  they  are  already 
gofged  with  it ;  it  is  not  territory  they  grafpat,  they  are  already  in- 
cumbered with  the  extent  they  Jiave  acquired.  :What  then  is  their 
objcft  ?  They  come  for  what  they  really  want :  they  com||  fol^ 
ihips,  for  commerce,  for  credit,  and  for  capital.  Yes;  thcyconw 
for  the  finews,  the  bones ;  for  the  marrow,^  and  for  the  very  heart's 
blood  of  Great  Britain.  ' 

But  let  us  now  examine  what  we  are  to  purchafe  at  this  price. 
It  is  natural  for  a  merchant  t6  look  clofely  to  the  quality  of  the  ar« 
tide  which  he  is  about  to  buy  at  a  high  rate.      Liberty,  it  appears, 
is  now  their  (laple  commodity  ;  but  (houtd  we  not  carefully  attend, 
whether  what  they  export  be  of  the  faow;  kind  with  what  they  keep 
for  their  home  confumptipn.     Attend,   I   fay,  and  examiru:  how 
little  of  real  liberty  they  themfelves  enjoy,  who  arc  fo  forward  and 
-prodigal  in  bcftowins  it  on  otliers.      On  this  fubje6t  I  do  nor  touch 
as  a  matter  of  reproach.     The  unjuft  mcafures  they  have  purfued> 
they   may  have  purfued  from  ncceffity.      If  the   majority  of  the 
French  people  are  dcfirous  and  determined  to  continue  a  Republican 
form  of  Government,  the  French  DireiJ^ory  muft  do  what  they  can 
to  fecure  the  Republic.  This  conduit,  both  prudence,  policy,  and  a 
view  to  their  own  fccurity,  may  did^ate  and  enforce.      But  were  they 
to  perform  ^the  fair  promifcs  which  they  would  fain  hold  out  to  us, 
they  would,  then  cftablifh  more  liberty  here,  than  they  themfelves 
enj^  in  France.  *    Were  they  to  leave  US'  the  trial  by  Jury  unintcrr 
fti^d,  and  thus  grant  us  avjConftitution  more  enviable  than  that  in 
France,  would  not  this  be   rearing  a  Confti^ution  in  this  country 
which  would  ftand  a  glaring  contraft  in   their  own,  a  living  and 
lalVmg  reproach  on  their.  condu(^i  towards  their  own  country  ?   Were 
fuch  to  be  their  condud  h.erc,  I  will  only  fay  thej'  muft  be  madmen,. 
Thus  far  have  we  viewed  them  with  regard  to  the  wifdom  of  their 
policy  ;  let  us  now  infpc(ft  the  Feature  of  their  enmity.     And  here 
again  I  feel  difinclincd  to  enter  on  this  fubje<ft  with  harfhnefs  or 
afpcrity ;  and  I  have  only  to  regret  that  the  French   nation  have 
both  generally  and   individually  been   too  frequently  treated   with 
fcornful  and  ignominious  language  in  this  Houfie.      On  the  impro- 
priety  and  impolicy  of  fuch   coarfe   treatment  I  will  not  now    be 
tempted  to*'animadvert,  neither  will  I  ftop  to  confider  vyho  has  been 
*he  aggreffor  io  the  commencement  of  hoOilities,  or  who  was  or  was 

iiucere  in  attempts  at  pacification.     What  I  regret  iS|  that  tha 
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more  they  have  beeos  abufed,  the  more  rancoioue  muft  be  their  se« 
fentmem  ;  and  as  to  their  intending  to  exhauft  upon  us  the  full 
extent  of  their  vengeance*  in  that  intention  I  give  them  credit  for 
being  (inccre. 

:    The  next  confideration,  therefore,  which  naturally  occurs  is,  l>oir 
to  infure  a  fuccefsful  refiAancc  to  an  enemy  of  this  temper  and  difpo- 
fkion.     1  will  not  here  require  of  Government  to  lay  afide  thefr 
political  prejudicc&^  or  animofities ;  neither  will  I  require  of  thofe 
wh^oppofe  them  to  altogether  fufpcnd  theirs— *but  both  muft  feel 
that  this  facri&e  is  neceifary,  at  leaft  on  one  pointy  refinance  to  the 
enemy,  and  cipon  this  fubjed»  at  leaO,  I  muft  entreat  them  to  ac- 
cord; for  here  it  is  neceffary  they.ftiould  both  adt  with  one  heart, 
and  one  hand-*-if  there  be  any  who  fay  we  will  oppofe  the  Fitnch» 
when  we  Itiiv^  fucceeded  in  removin;^  {he  preient  Minifter^,  to  them 
I  would  ftiy ;  Sir,  let  us  defer  that  for  a  nu)ment ;  let  us  now  op- 
pofe the  enemy,  and  avert  the  ftorm,  otherwUe  we  (hall  not  long 
have  even  Miniftcrs  to  con^bat  and  remove.      If  there  are  any  who 
£ay,  that  Minifters  have  brought  on  us  all  our  prefent  calamities;  they 
oughtj  therefore,  to  be  firft  removed,  [  will  grant  them  that  there  is 
logic  and  juftico  in  the  argument,  but  for  its  policy  I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
difcover  it.      There  arc  thofe  alfo  who  think  the  prefent  Minifters 
incapable,  and  that  they  ought,  therefore,  to  be  removed.  Granted; 
but  if  they  cannot  fuccecd  in  removing  them,  and  if  they  be  finccrc 
in  their  opinion  of  the  incapacity  of  Minifters,  how  can.  they  ap- 
prove  themfelves  finceVr  in  their  wi(h  to  rcfift  the  enemy,  unl<fs  they 
contribute  to  aid  and  rectify  the  incapacity  they  comfSlain  of?      In*% 
deed,  there  are  fome  gentlemen  who  fcemed  determined  to  divide 
their  enmity  and  oppofttion  between  the  Minifters  and  the  French  ; 
but  muft  they  not  fee,  that  the  inevitable  confequence  of  this  divi- 
fion  muft  be.  the  conqucft  of  the  country  by  the  Frenph  r    And  why 
do  they  thus  hefttate  about  the  fide  of  the  queftion  they  nrc  to  take  ? 
Can  theifc  be  aniy  thing  more  chfldifli  than. to  fay  I  will  wait  until 
the  enemy  ba»  landed  ;  aiKi  then  I  will  refift  them,  as  if  preparatioa 
was  not  an  ^iGfental  part  of  effci^ual  refiftarvcc.    What  morechildifti 
and  ridiculous  ^an  to  fay,  1  will  take  a  piftol  and  fire  at  them  ; 
but  I  will  not  go  the  length  of  a  mufket:  no,  I  will  attack  them 
with  my  leftj^  but  I  will  not  exert  my  right  hand  againft  them  ;  alt 
iDuft  unite,  all  muft  go  every  length  againft  them,  or  there  are  no. 
hopes  ;  and  already  I  fay,  Vrejoice  to  fee  the  neceflary  fpirit  brgiu 
to  rife  throughout  the  country  and  the  metropolis  ;  and  when  on  this 
fide  of  the  Houfei^  we  manifeft  this^  fpirit,  and  forget  aU  other  rkw 
tives  toaAion,  I  truft  the  fame  fentiments  will  prevail  on  the  other ; 
sind  that  the  offers  wc  jnake  finccrely^  will  there  be  accepted  as  un- 
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relu(S>antly.  But  now  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  defence  of  the 
country  might  be  eflentially  contributed  to,  by  two  very  different 
clafles  of  men  ;  the  one  compofed  of  thofe  fturdy  luilking  fellows, 
whom  we  daily  fee  behind  coaches,  or  following  through  th^  (Greets 
and  fquares,  their  maftersand  minreffcs  who  may  be  ruminating  in 
the  mean  time  on  the  evils  of  an  invafion  ;  to  thofe  I  would  cntruft 
the  defence  of  the  cinpiral,  and  would  add  to  them  the  able-bodied 
men  which  the  different  officer,  fuch,  for  example,  ns  the  fire-offices 
might  cafily, produce.  His  Majcfly  would  be  thus  enabled  to  em* 
ploy  his  more  difciplined  troops  in  a  diflant  or  more  neceflfary  fer- 
vice, There  is  another  clafs  I  would  alfo  beg  leave  to  allude  to;  and 
^hofe  are  young  gentlemen  of  high  rank,  who  are  daily  mounted  on 
l)orfes  of  high  blood.  They  feirely,  at  this  perilous  moment,  might 
l?e  better  employed:  it  would  ill  become  me  to  erect  myfclf  into  a 
rigid  cenfor  of  amufement  and  difTipation.  That  line  of  argument 
would  not^exaflly  fuil  my  own  line  of  condudl,  nor  am  Ian  enemy 
to  their  amufements  ;  on  the  contrary — but  their  mornings  might 
now  be  more  ufcfully  employed  ;  they  ought  to  be  preparing  for  the 
tgfk  they  may  have  to  perform  ;  for  fure  I  am  they  poffefs  a 
fpirit  that  will  not  permit  them  to  fculk  and  hide  from  the  ftorm  ; 
they  will  never  be  feen  a  mifcrable  train  of  emigrants  wandering  in 
^  a  foreign  larjd.  « 

.'  But,  amidft  all  thefe  warlike  preparations,  the  idea  of  peace 
(hould  not  be  forgotten  ;  nor  would  I  have  that  previous  objc6t  re- 
main unaecomplifl^ed  merely  for  a  difference  about  fome  trifling 
points— for  my  parr,  I  feci  a  more  eager  defirc  for  peace  than 
ever  ;  for  I  by  no  means  diliruft  the  intrepidity  and  courage  of  my 
country.  The  death  I  fear  it  muft  die,  is  not  a  d"eath  from  arms, 
but  from  the  txtent  of  the  burdens  under  which  it  groans.  But 
,  fhould  our  rcfources  begin  to  fail,  or  even  be  cxhaufted,  vvc  ihould 
not  for  that  be  difheartencd  and  dcfpair ;  we  fhould  f\ill  retain  the 
heart  of  a  nation,  and  fhew  the  enemy  we  can.be  as  dcfperate  as  they 
are  ;  that  we  can  rob,  plunder,  ravage,  and  deftroy,  as  effe6tually 
as  they  have  done.  Yes,  I  muft  repeat  it ;  the  real  fire  and  fword 
that  muft  ravage  this  fair  land,  are  the  pen  and  power  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman.  His  eloquence  and  influence  will  prove 
our  bane,  We  fliould  alfo  beware  of  too  proud  a  confidence  in  our 
ftrength.  This  firength  muft  Continually  wafte  as  our  burdens  con-, 
tinuc  to  multiply,  and  multiply  they  mufl  in  proportion  to  our  exi- 
gencies. But,  however  dclirous  I  may  be  for  peace,  in  order  to 
avoid  this  prefTure  of  taxes,  1  muft  warn  the  right  honourable  gen<* 
tleman  that  he  muft  not  think  of  treating  for  peace  if  the  French  * 
ul<i  Undf     That  UA  of  humiliations  would  breaks  indeed^  the 
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fpirit  of  the  country  ;  it  would  break  the  heart  of  our  Nj^vy.— 
With  this  opinion  I  am  glad  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  feems  impreffed :  but,  if  I  am  to  fpeak  out,  I  have  alfo  to  tell 
him,  that  the  want  of  conBdence  in  pu1)lic  men  has  of  lat%  more 
enfeebled  the  nation  than  any  other  caufe  ;  and  this  want  of  confi- 
dence h^s  principally  arifen  from  the  feceilion  of  certain  gentlemen, 
who  have  dcfprtcd  the  Whig  party,  in  order  to  creep  into  place,  that 
they  might'  better  ferve  the  caufe  of  religion,  morality,  &c.  as  they 
'  would  have  it  believed,  but  whofe  real  motive  was  their  anxiety  to 
participate  of  place  and  power  ;  on  them  it  is  incumbent  to  repair 
the  injury  they  have  done  to  the  public  fpirit,  not  only  by  co-ope- 
rating in  the  general  eflbrts  for  refiAance,  but  in  a  move  liberal  and 
;,extenfive  fncrifice  of  the  emoluments  they  enjoy,  and  which  they 
were  fo  eager  to  fecure  while  they  had  nothing  in  their  mouths  but 
morality  and  civil  order.     As  to  any  more  coalitions,  I  (hall  never 
think  of  them  with  patience ;  they  have  done  nothing  but  mifchicf ; 
and,  in  my  mind,  much  more  than  any  party  hoflilities  can  pro- 
tfuce :  the  country  feels  it,  arid  ju(lly  abhors  them  ;  and  indeed  it 
has  been  the  misfortune  of  the  country  to  have  long  been  led  by 
parties,  and  to  look  to  this  or  that  man  as  a  head  and  a  guide;  I  do 
not  deny  the  importance  and  abilities  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Pitt),  neither  furely  am  I  infenfible  of  the  manly  foul 
and  mighty  mind  of  my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox).  But  in  a 
country  of  more  than  eight  millions  of  inhabitants,  and  thofe  of  ardent 
hearts  and  enlightened  upderftandings,  if  I  am  told  there  can  be  found 
but  two  nBen  who  can  fave  it,  I  have  only  to  fay  that  fuch  a  country 
is  not  worth  faving,  and  muft  be  deftroycd.     But,  thank  Heaven, 
there  is^  no  fuch  dearth  amongft  us  of  wife  and  able  men,  of  men 
willing  and  prepared  to  favqthe  country,  in  acrifis  like  the  prefcnt: 
let  Engliftimen  but  look  to  and  rely  upon  thcmfelves — their  heart 
and  fpirit  will  'tt)cn  return,  and  arm  but  their  hands,  and  then  you 
will  fee  if  the  British  natioh  will  tamely  fubmit  to  be  huffelcd  out 
of  its  independence.  Even  were  we  all  baniflied  out  of  the  country, 
there  would  ftill  remain  a  fufEcicnt  number  of  man  to  condudl  its 
affairs,  and  preferve  its  glories,  without  expedting  its  falvation  at  the 
hands  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  or  my  right  ho- 
nourable friend  (Mr.  Fox) ;  or  even  from  a  noble  Lord  in  the  other 
Houfe,  who  has  lately  created  fo  much  e^tpeftation. 

I  amaftiamed  to  fay  any  thing  concerning  myfelf,  although  it 
ibould  be  a  very  few  words.  I  am  forry  alfo,  it  is  hardly  poflible 
for  any  man  to  fpeak  in  this  Houfe,  and  to  obtain  credit  for  fpeak- 
ing  from  a  principle  of  public  fpirit,  that  no  man  can*  oppofc  a 
Miniiier  without  being  accufcd  of  fadiion,  and  noncj  who  ufually 
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oppofed,  can  fupport  a  Miniftcr,  or  lend  iiirn  iifliift^ncc  in  any  thiogs^ 
without  being  accufed  of  doing  fo  from  intercfied  motives.  I  am  not 
fuch  a  coxcomb  as  to  fay,  that  it  is  of  mtich  irt)port4ncc  what  part 
I  may  take ;  or  that  it  is  cfTenrial  that  I  fhould  cfivldc  a  Itt^P  po- 
pularity, or  fomc  emolument  with  the  iMinifters  of  rhc  Crown  ;  noB 
am  I  fo  vain  as  to  imagine,  that  my  ferviccs  might  be  folicitcd. 
Certainly  they  have  not.  That  might  have  arifcn  from  want  oF 
impoftance  in  royfclf ;  or  from  others  •  whom  I  have  been  in  the 
general  habit  of  pppoGng,  conceiving  that  I  was  not  Hkely  ekhcF 
to  give  up  my  general  fentiments,  or  my  perfonal  attachn^ents  ^ 
however  that  may  be,  certain  it  is,  they  never  have  made  any  at- 
tempt to  apply  to  me  for  my  afliftance.  I  think  ir  right  to  dcchure„ 
however,  that  my  political  enmity  (private^  I  have  nf)nej  is  ircecon- 
cilable  to  His  Majcfty's  prefent  Minifters  ;  and  mv'  attachnncnt  to 
my  right  honourable  friend,  and  to  his  pclitieal  principles,  is  unaK 
tered  and  unalterable  \  that  my  eager  dclire  to  procure  a  Rcfornt  in, 
Parliamgit,  as  well  as  a  reform  of  a  multipiiciry  of  abufcs  ;  to  pro- 
cure, if  poflible,  indemnity  for  the  paft,  and  fccurity  againft  future 
abufes,  is  undiminifhed.  Thcfe  are  poiiiUs  to  which  I  have  long 
fince  and  often  pledged  myfelf.  Thefe  are  pledges  which  I  iTiali 
never  abandon.  Let  the  world  think  of  me  what  it  plcafts^  I  am 
confcious  of  the  integrity  of  my  principles.  I  feel  a  pride  in.  avow- 
ing them ;  and  I  Ihould  be  the  meanef^  and  mool  hafe  of  n^ankind 
if  I  preferred  fomc  party  principle,  or  fome  perfonal  motive,  either 
on  account  of  myfelf  or  others,  that  might  induce  me  to  abandon  my 
public  fentiments.  I  will  do  all  I^caji  againll  the  ef^.ts  of  ouf 
foreign  enemy.  I  fay  you  have  a  right  to  call  on.  all  defcriptions 
of  men  to  do  the  fame  thing.  Some  diilincBion,  hpwever,  ought  ta 
be  made.  There  arc  many  who  have  made  fortunes  by  contrails 
and  by  various  fpecies  of  Court  favour  and.  conoedlions.  There  are 
others  who  lend  the  State  mod  important  and  honourable  afTtftance! 
What  is  bounty  in  the  one,  would  be  nothing  but  gratitude  in  th^ 
other^  in  coming  forward,  to  fupport  the  public  caufe  at  the  prefent 
crifis.  I  call  on  thofe  who  have  fo  long  profited  by  Court  connec-t 
tions ;  I  call  on  the  perfonal  friends  of  the  Mioifter  to  come  for* 
ward),  and  aflifl  the  State  at  this  trying  moment.  I  call  oa 
thofe  alfo  who  ha^p  been,  on  former  occalions,  loud  for  Reform. 
I  call  on  thofe  who  feel  themfelves  pledged  to  bring  the  MiniAec 
to  account  for  his  a6)ions,  to  (hew  that  they  are  the  real  friends  of 
their  country  in  the  hour  of  peril.  They  all  know  what  I  meaa 
by  this.  I  need  not  tell  them,  that  every  meafure  which  invigp^ 
^tcs  the  fpirit  of  the  People,  and  ftrengthens  the  Crown,  Ux 
'  the  ambition  of  the  enemy,  and  tQ  relieve  u&irom  ourer^. 
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fcnc  perilous  condition,  has  my  cordial  fupport)  and  ought  to  re- 
ceive theirs. 

Having  faid  this,  I  ought  alfo  to  fay  a  few  words  on  a  fubjcdl 
whichil  have  heard  within  a  few  monients ;  I  mean  that  of  an  in- 
tention to  talcc  away  one  of  the  moii  v^^hiable  of  the  rights  of  the 
fubje^t.  That  prtof  the  addrefs  which  I  Hkc  tl^  Icaft,  is  that 
wiiich  relates  to  a  fuppofed  corrcfpondcncc  between  our  foreign 
tncmy,  and  thofe  who  arc  alledged  to  be  our  domeflic  traitors.  If 
there  be  fuch  traitors  amt^ng  us,  let  the  law  pronounce  upon  them  ; 
but  Miniflers  muft  not  expert  inconfiftenccs  from  me ;  I  cannot 
give  my  affent  to  an  alfcrtion  of  the  exiftencc  of  fuch  a  correfpond* 
cnce,  or  foch  a  fociety  of  traitors,  without  proof.  I  fay  this  the 
more  readily  on  remembering,  that  formerly  I  denied  the  extftence 
of  a  plot  which  the  Minifter  alledged  did  ocift,  and  the  verdid  of  a 
Jury  afterwards  negatived  that  confpiracy,  and  confequently  fup- 
ported  whstc  I  faid  upon  that  fubje6t.  What  plots  there  arc,  or 
whether  there  fee  any,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  before  I  hear  evidence, 
I  cannot  give  an  unqualified  aiTiflance  to  that  part  of  the  addrefs. 
The  Miniftcr  muft  know  better  than  I  can  pretend  to  do,  whether 
any, fuch  plots  cxift  or  not:  but  he»will  pardon  me  if  I  decline  to  ' 
take  his  word  for  their  exigence.  That  Minifters  (houlc)  take  this 
ftep,  I  own  appears  to  me  alarming  ;  it  cafts  a  kind  of  fufpicion  all 
over  the  country,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  operate  as  a  check 
upon  the  otherwife  rifing  fpirit  of  the  people.  Gentlemen  will 
eafily  underhand  what  T  allude  to;  but  Minifters  will  excufe  me; 
they  cannot  have  any  fupport  from  me  upon  this  fubjedl — I-mean 
the  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas-Corpus  Ad>.  On.  a  former  occafion  I 
oppofcd  that-  fufpenfion  ;  and  now  there  is  lefs  evidence  to  fupport 
,the  ncceflity  of  it  than  then.  If  called  upon  to  affent  to  that  fuf- 
penfion,  tbey  muft  allow  me  to  paufc  ;  for  it  is  much  too  di£Bcult 
for  me  to  affent  to  fuch  a  meafure  without  much  better  evidence 
than  I  have  yet  feen. 

Another  point  is  ope  of  great  -importance,  but  on  which  I  (hall 
utter  only  a  finglc  fehtence  :  it  is  the  ftate  of  Ireland.  I  mean  on 
fome  future  day  to  bring  forward  a  difcuiTion  of  that  fubjcA.  I  only 
mention  it  now,"  for  the  fake  of  obferving,  that  that  part  of  the 
Britifh  empire,  which  was  once  one  of  the  fincws  of  its  ftrengh,  is 
now,  alas  !  become  a  part  of  its  vveaknei^.  The  caufe  of  that  un- 
happy change  I  do  not  now  pretend  to  explain  ;  but  let  not  Gover- 
nors ever  flatter  themfelves  that  they  ever  at  any  time,  under  any 
.  circlimftances,  lofe  the  affe£lions  of  the  hearts  of  the  people  without 
fbme  mifrule  on  their  parts.  Upon  that  fubjedt  I  do  not  pretend 
to  &y  any  thing  dccifive   now  ;  but  I  have  thus  intn/dacrd  it,  for 
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the  purpofe  of  giving  notice,  that  I  intend  to  cnfet"  hereafter  upon  if* 
tlifcuffion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid^   he  felt  much   fatlsfatflion  at  the? 

.  eloquent,  dignified,  and  impfefTive  fpecch  which  had  fallen  {^\j\  the 
honourable  gentlenf)an—*- a  fpecch  vrhich   appeared   to  come  from  a 

-  heart  animated  with  a  true  Engliih  fpirit,  and  which  he  was  furc 
would  meet  with,  approbation  in  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom ;,  after 
fuch  a  fpcech,  he  could  not  bring  himfclf  to  dwell  long  upf)n  thofc 
parts  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  in  which  hchad  the  mif* 
fortune  not  to  concur  with  the  honourable  gentleman.  But  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  abftained  fmm  commenting  ufion  thefc  parts  of 
this  fpcech,  he-t>egged  leave  to-  fay,  that  he  only  did  fo  bccaufe  he 
thought  unanimity,  at  fuch  a  moment^  the  prefent,  moft  valuable, 
and  moft  beneficial,  to  the  country,  Inftead  of  fcleiHing  palfages 
from  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpcech  to  which  he  could,  i^ot  give 
his  affent,  he  wifhed  rather  to  exprefs  his  fincere  fati«fa6tion  at  -the 
change  which  appeared  to  have  taken  place  in  the  fentiments  of  that 
honourable  gentleman,  from  w^hatevcr  caufe  that  change  had  ar,ifen* 
lie  felt  himfclf  at  this  moment  much  morfe  inclined  to  exprefs  his  * 
fatisfattibn  at  the  deterniii nation  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  fo  eloquently  and  fo  fpiritedly  expreffed,  of  refifting  the  arms  of 
France,  than  to  enter  into  any  difcuflion  with  him.  He  did  not 
mean  to  follow  the  honourable  gentleman  through  the  various  topics 
which 'he  had  touched  upon,  in  a  fpeech  which  did  equal  honour  to 
his  patriotifm,  his  fpirit,  and  hi$  difintcreftednefs  :  the  latter  quality 
he  was  nqt.  inclined  to  deny  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  bccaufe  he 
had,  in  th^  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  very  candidly  admitted,  that  if,  on 
the  one  hand,  he  was  not  difpofed  to  give  his  general  fupport  to 
Adminiftration,  fo  on"  the  other  no  attempt  had  been  made  by  Mi-* 
nifters  to  court  that  fupport.  It  appeared,  therefore,  from,  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  own  ftatement,  thj^t  if  he  felt  no  difpofition  to 
join  Minifters,  that  Minifters  were  as  little  inclined  to  tempt  him* 
Gratified  as  he  was  with  the  declaration  which  the  Houfc  had  juft 
made,  and  willing  as  he  was  to  receive  with  pleafurc  thofe  warrti 
efFufions  of  that  Britifh  fpirit  by  which  he  was  afluated,  ftill  he  muft 
beg  leave  to  retain,  and  more  than  retain,  thefe  opinions  which  he 
had  fo  often  expreffed,  and  to  which  the  Houfe  acceded.  The  con- 
duift  of  France,  and  thofe  circumftances  which  led  the  honourable? 
gentleman  at  this  crifis  to  offer  his  fupport  to  Government,  fo  fat  . 
from  being  new  to  him  (Mr.  Pitt),  or  to '  the  country,  were 
nothing  more  than  that  which  muft  naturally  have  been  cxpc<9ed 
from  that  fyftem  which  the  French  had  manifefted  from  the  very 
'•':ft  periods  of  the  Revolution,  and  \vhich  then  met  mth  thc.ap* 
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prpbatioh  of  that  honoorable  gentleman.  Their  conduA,  jn  evenr 
inftance,  had  verified  the  predidions  iff^hich  had  been  n»ade  by  th^ 
wifeft  and  moft  experienced  politicians,  dnd  proved  the  wifdomof 
that  iyftem  of  refiflance  which  happily  for  this  country  had  been 
adopted  in  oppofition  to  that  honourable  gentleman's  advice.     If 

'  that  fyflem  had  not  been  adopted  at  that  period  when  the  zeal  ^Vid 
aniniation  of  the  people,  though  great,  were  not  fo  great  as  they  are 
now,  the  honourable  gentleman  would  have  been  left  without  any 
means  of  exerdling  that  leal  which  he  had  now  profefled,  and  .he 
would  no  longer  have  this  Houfe  as  a  theatre  in  which  to  difplay  his 
abilides.  He  hoped  he  (hould  not  be  confidered  as  depreciating 
from  the  cffeS.  of  that  zeal  which  the  honourable  gcndeman  had  fo 
honourably  to  hirofelf  manifefted  ;  but  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that 
though  by  the  accefTipn  of  this  honourable  gentleman  they  might  gain 
as  much  as  could  be  gained  by  the  talents  of  an  individual^,  though 
they  might  gain  all  the  fupport  that  could  be  given  by  the  warmcft 
heart,  animated  by  the  pureft  (incerity,  ftill  he  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleihan  would  not  confider  him  as  uncivil,  if  he  faid,  that  even 

^fuch  an  acceflion  could  add  but  little  to  the  fpirit  and  unanimity  whidi 
the  nation  had  previoufly  mariifefted.  The  nadon  long  before  the 
honourable  gentleman,  had  difplayed  the  utmoft  unanimity  ;  thcv 
knew  they  were  contending  for  the  prefervation  of  their  liberties, 
their  laws,  and  every  thing  which  could  be  valuable  to  man  in  ci- 
vilized fociety.  (n  maintaining  this  arduous  confII6^,  they  would 
certainly  be  happy  of  the  afliftance  of  the  honourable  genderean  ; 
but  they  would  have  been  fully  able  to  mamtain  the  contefl,  even  jf. 
they  had  notliad  the  benefit  of  fuch  afllftance.  Let  us  (continue^) 
Mr.  Pitt)  give  the  honourable  gentleman  our  thanks  for  the  fupport 
which  he  promifes  j — let  us  give  him  every  degree  of  praife  for  tl^ 
fjnrit  which  he  has  difplayed ;  but  let  us  not  be  guilty  of  tlvrt  inji^nicc 
to  the  red  of  the  nadon,  as  to  fuppofe  that  the  country  was  not  fully 
as  fecure  before  the  honourable  gentleman's  declaration,  as  it  is  now- 
There  were  two  points  in  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
to  which  he  could  not  avoid  calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  for 
a  few  minutes  :  the  honourable  gentleman  had  made  fome  allufidns 
tipon  th<^  prefent  iitoation  of  Ireland,  and  had  given  notice  of  his 
intention  of  making  a  motion  relative  to  that  country*  What  th^ 
nature  of  th^t  motion  would  be,  he  could  hot  forefee :  but  he  would 
venture  t6  aflcirt,  that  if  Ireland  formed  part  of  the  weakneb  q(  this 
country,  infieadof'iu  (irength,  as  th»  honourable  gentleman  ha,^ 
flated,  it  was  only  bcscaufe  many  mifguided  people  in  that  counti^y 
bad  imbibed  thofe  very  pjfinciples,  the  deAruiftive  confequence^  of 
wUdi  the^hpnourable-getitl^nian  had  expatiated  upon  mdk  fo  muc^ 
Vol.  VI.  D 
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eloquence^  and  which  he  would  not  weaken  by  attempting  to  enforce. 
It  wasbecaufe  thofe  priociples  had  made  a  greater  impreffion  in  that 
country  than  they  had  in  this  ;  it  was  becaufe  the  arts  of  deception 
and  mifreprefentatioh  had  been  more  iuccefsful  there  than  they  had 
been  here.     Wifhing  as  he  did,  and.no  man  more  fincerely  wiihed 
ity  to  fee  a  (yflem  of  conciliation  with  Ireland,  whenever  fuch  a 
fyftem  was  pra£licable,  he  would  tell  that  honourable  gentleman, 
that  much  as' he  wifhed  for  peace  with  Ireland^  fuch  an  event»  h/e 
did  not  mean  peace  with  that  party  which  had  adopted  the  princi-    ' 
pies  and  fupported  the  c^ufe  of  France,-— fuch  a  conciliation  \K.as 
impoffible  ;  it  would  refegnble  nothing  but  a  disgraceful  capitula- 
tion,, a  capitulation  like  that  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
fo  eloquently  and  fo  forcibly   reprobated,   with  a  French  army  in 
England :  it  would  be  a  capitulation  with  an  army  of  France,  ar- 
rayed under  the  dandard  of  Jacobinifm,  in  the  heart  of  Ireland. 
He  mod  perfefily  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  in  abhoi> 
ring  the  idea  of  treating  for  peace  with  a  French  army  on  £ngli(h 
territory— He  could  conceive  no  danger,  however  greats  which 
could  juflify  a  nation  of  freemen  in  making  a  dlfgraceful  peace,  or 
rather  a  difgraceful  capitulation  with  an  inveterate  enemy  ;  and  if 
the  unanimous  feeling  of  every  man  who  had  an  EngUih  heart  in 
his  bofom^  had  not  already  made  it  law,  he  hoped  there  was  not  a 
man  who  heard  him  who -would  hefitate  for  a  moment  to  declare  it 
treafon,  to  treat  for  peace,  while  a  (ingle  French  regiment  remained 
on  Engliih  territory.     He  begged  to  apply  the  fame  fentiments  and 
feelings  to  Ireland  :  and  if  he  made  out  the  cafe  which  he  had 
dated,  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  give  him  the  be- 
nefit of  thefe  principles  which  he  had  ib  eloquently  enforced  when 
applying  to  France.     The  t)ther  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
fpeech,.upoh  which  he  wiihed  to  (ay  a  few  words,  was  that  in  which 
he  commented  upon  the  aflertion  in  the^nielTage  relative  to  the  ex- 
igence of  conipiracies  in  this  country.     The  honourable  gentleman 
had  very  fairly  admitted,  that  much  might  be  known  to  Govern- 
ment which  were  not  known /to  him:  the  honourable  gentleman 
,  was  perfedly  corredl  in  this  (tatemcnt ;  but  he  thought  that  enough 
was  already  known  to  the  country  at  large  to  juAify  that  aiTertion, 
and  any  jmeafure  which  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  might  think  it 
neceflary  to  adopt.  ^  He  was  afraid  it  was  a  circumAance  too  noto- 
rious that  there  was  a'body  of  men  in  this  country,  but  too  confider- 
^ble'fbr  their  numbers  atld.  adivity,  who  were  wiling  to  go  the 
mod:  daring  and  atrocious  lengths^  in  concert  with  the  enemies  of 
the,  country,  for  thq  purpofe  of.  eftablifliing  i,n  this  country  a  newirc- 
^ublicah  fyftcm,  under  the  aufpic^s^cf  a  foreign  powci^  and.  by  ^ha 
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means  of  a  fordgn  ibree ;  of  the  truth  of  this  afiertion,  they,  had 
abumant  proofs  to  juAify  ParliarWent  in  adojitinp  ptecautionary  mca* 
ffircs      If  they  looked  to  the*  proceedings  of  the  French,  they  would 
find  that  there  was  no  fpeech  nnade,  no  proclamation  iflfued,  to  in- 
duce their  reluAant  armies  to  embark  in  a  dangerous  expedition 
agahi^  England ;  no  temptation  held  out  b  forward  thcf  equipment  of 
ther  fcanty  marine,  in  which  they  did  not  defcribc,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terns,  and  with  the  utmoft  confidence,^  tHeliopcs  thfcy  had  of  co- 
opration  from  traitors  in  this  country.     Whert'thcy  knew  that  the 
avwed  intention  of  the  enemy  was  to  invade  this  country  ;  when 
tfcw  knew  that  the  enemy  built  their  moft  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs 
f>m  the  afiiftance  of  difafFeded  men  in  this  country  ;  and  when 
♦cy  confidered,  that  in  former  times  Pariramctits  confidered  thcm- 
:lves  as  bound,  upon  receiving  information  froln*  the  Crown  of  the 
.-xiftence  of  confpirades,  to  take  meafures  for  ftrcngthcning  the  hands 
of  the  Executive  Government  {  when  they  refle<3ed  upon  all  thcfc 
circunnflances,  they  would  be  wanting  to'thcmfetves;  they  would  be- 
tray^ thek  own  happinefs,  if  they  did  riot. take  tKc  mott  efficacious 
meafures  for  their  own  fcatirlty.     The  hot^ourabW  gentleman  had 
alluded  to  arumour  of  ftifperiding  the  Histb'cas*  Corpus — he  dcfircd 
to  avow  his  intention  -of  propdfiing  that" meafhfej  and  he  trufted  the 
Houfe  would  give  eflfeft  te  k'as  a  law  before  they  parted  that  rtight. 
He  wa^ftird  his 'right  honourafble  friend;  wtiiltl"  have  before  now 
made  a  motroh  to  that  efiid,  if  he  had  not  been  informed  that  there 
was  arf'ir^tention,  in  another  place,  of  origitiating  a  meafure  of  that 
kind.     So  ftrongly  did  he  feel  the  neceffitjr  of  fuch  a  meafure,  that 
if  he  did  not  propofe  ft  nowi  it  was  only  lil'^tHe  hopes  that  but  very 
few  minufcs  would*  clkfpe  before  a  bill  to  that  efFeft  would-  be 
brought  to  them  from  a^rotHer  placel     He  would  not  detain  the 
Houfe  any  longer,  as  there  exifted  no  differchce  of  opinion.     He 
hoped  he  had  ihiwn,*lhat  hfc-wsrs  willing  to  reed ^^e  the  fupport  of 
the  honotfrable  gentleman  with  the  ritmoft  ^lcafurc,and  had  given 
him  every  credit  for  the  finceyity  of  his  mrcntlons^,  and  that  at  the. 
feme  time  he  had,  in  a  fair, '  trtanly,  and  iH^cnuous  manner,  noticed 
thcfe  points  in  whtph  h«  unfortunately  found  himfelf  bound  to  differ 
from  that  honourable  gentlemiin. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  quefti6n  Upon  the  addrcfs,  which 
was  agreed  to  nem,  cm. 

A  meffagc  from  the  Lords'  was  then  received,  *'  That  their 
Lord(hips  do  require  this  Houfs  to  continue  fitting  fomc  time 
ionger."^  To  which  the  Houfe  having  agreed,  a  meffagc  was  re- 
turned to  their  Lordfliips  to  that  purport  accordingly. 

D  2 
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Mr.. SOLICITOR  QENERAL.browg|A  in  a  Wll,  vrhvh  wi^ 
read  a  firfi  time,  and  ordered  tq  be  i^ad  a  iJBcoDd  time  on  Monday 
ncxCi  to  prevent  the  tranfmitting  of  money  or  other  ef&df,  cr  thn 
pay  rpent  of  debts  due  to  any  perfon  or  perfona  refidiDg  in  Simtzefi- 
land^  or  to  any  perfon, relidifig  in»  or  holding  any  iituation  under  the 
Grovernment,  or  perfon  or  perfons  holding  fueh  GoTernmeft  m 
Switzerland* 

Another  mei&ge  was.  received  from  their  Lord(bips»  ftakng^ 
'^  That  thcy*had  agreed  to  a  bill  for  fufpendit^  for  a  time  limred, 
the  qpcr^tipn.of  the.  Habeas- Corpus  Afl." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  that  i(  be  read  a  &s&  tune. 

]^fr•  SHERIDAN  expre(]J?d  his  entire  difa^robation  of  the  jbl| 
and  bis.  yfiih  that  it  )iad  not  been  iHgpd  yvith  Aioh  violent  rapidityia 
marked  its  motion  through. tbe.otber  Houfc».smd  which  heanliu 
mted'  would  alfo  become^  it9  career,  thcoi^  this  Houfe.     The  h\ 
great  W^  bed  privilege  was  trial  by  Jury :  any  edbrtSrof  any  Ad« 
ininiftratipn  that  cbeclced  Us  attributes,  or  diminiflied  its  vutuos 
^as  ^  deatb-biow«to«the  vitality  of  conditutional  liberty.     Thi 
was  a  privilege  which,  of  all  othersi  he  was  moft  tenacioqs  of|  an^ 
whi^h,  of  all  others,  was  moft  valuaUe  to  the  political  eminences  o\ 
j^QgVdHncnA     He  could  not  then  permit  the  bill  now  im>pofed  tq 
p;^!^  through  the  Hou(e»  lyithput  thus,,  in  the. moft  rigid,  decided^ 
and  unqualiBed  maiine^^.  giving  it  his  moft  pofitive  ne^hre.     Hfi| 
liquid  Oot>  when  ho  Iq^t  ,lus  w;irn;eft  aid  in  approbatioa  of  every 
tpciUMr^e  tp  be  adopted,  to  f^i^ft  the  conuBpn  .enemy,  at  t^t  fame 
lam^f  gnd  thQ  very  fanie  )n^nt,  give  his  approbation  ofi  ?  meaftve^ 
the  9peration  of  whighrWOMld  retards  chedc,  and  damp  that  vigouir 
requifite  to  n>eet  and  confound  that  commonrenomy •    To  lefift  witH 
cfFcd;  the  con^xnon  eiicmy,  there  muft  ,be  i^i^njuiMty  :  but  ibe  efi«£|? 
of  this  )yDuld  be^tio  fgw  difcord,  to  excite  mwwurs,  an^^t^  feed  dif- 
ciontent.     Wfaexi  a  ipeafure  fipcular,  to  tbiS|  oa  a  feimer  occi^oq^ 
wa^|inijroduccd»  he  ufedthe  ^^a&  aigutnenta  that  he  fliioi^  apply 
noy/«     H^  dcfired  la  have  eviden<;e  be&rre  the  Houfe  of  the  em* 
iftence  of  treaton^  sp4  oft  traitorous  confpiracies,  before,  he-gavo  a 
rpady  s^^quiefcencc  to  that  which  in  its  operation  involved-  to  nun^. 
The  meafure  intl^oduced  now  requiipl  Sa\1  mpre  ufgjso&f  the  a^Ii- 
(^tion  of  the  fame- arguments:  he  therefore agaiif  required  evidence 
of  confpiring  traitors,  of  treafonable  correfpondeocey  of  foUtious  {bh 
cieties  ;  upril  thefe  were  adduced,  he  would,  never  |^e  his  eonfent 
to  the  bill  rhen  before  the  Houfe.     He  (hould  cohfider  himfrlf  pcjr- 
forming  buir  a  lukewarni  duty  to  his  confeicnee  •r  labia  county,  if 
he  did  not  exprefs  himfelf  to  this  eSkA ;  but  he  (koukt'do-ai  vio* 
knee  to  both,  if  he  did  not  lefift  il  with  every  faculty  which  God  aiu) 


Katate  f^ve  bun  ta  OQQf «     Tbe  rigj^t  honotnaUe  gentkimii  op^ 
|)ofite  to  bim  fcemed  to  wtloome  his  co-operation  in  the  general 
fyftem  of  national  welfare,  and  to  infer  from  thence,  that  he  was  id 
csBped  bis  fupport,  thiek  and  thin,  of  alt  his  meafures  ;  but  he  took 
occafioixfio^  remark,  that  as,  in  the  general  principle  of  united  oppo^ 
fition  to  fbneign  invafion,-  be  entertained  but  one  and  the  fiime  wiib 
with  that  light  honourable  gentleman  and  the  reft  of  bfs.ooMeigiief, 
yety  in  the  ^)edfic  traftfa<^ion  of  his  Minifterial  conduA,  he  nerer 
CDincidtd  with  him,  and  never  would.     This  he  defired  migbf  be 
unive^ljr  utiderflood*     He  took  oceafion  tm  rcmarit,  that  the  pe- 
riod when  this  meafure  wa»  befaite  imroductd,  was  when  a  fet  of 
perfoofr  were  readj  to  be  put  upon  their  trial ;  the  fame  was  pr^ 
dicly  the  (^  now.    But  even  at  that*period  there  was  more  abuii«» 
dint  leaiba  ior  the  Houfe  to  adopt  6ich  a.  meafure  than  at  the  pn»i- 
teat ;  for  at  that  time  there  was  fuch  evidence  for  their  guide'  as  tbb 
&cret  ConMnittees  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament;  but  now 
even  that  pretext  is  not  jforthcoming,  nor  a  flttdow  of  pioof  oAereili 
that  any  kind  of  treafon  exited  that  ooal#  warrant  the  adoption  0f 
ib  violent  a  means  to  reArifl  Ae  libcny  of  Engliihmen.     Theitb 
was  nothing  good,  nothing  wife,  nothing  jCift  or  pmdendal  in  itt 
and  nothing  that  could  £in<3ion  for  it  his  fupport*     The  right  ho- 
nourable gqatleman,  thent  Anting  to  adduce  any  evidence  to  autho*- 
fibre  the  iafpenfion  of  the  Habeas*Corpas  Ad,  either  at  the  Ibrmer 
period  to  which  he  alluded,  or  now,  it  remained  for  htm  (oinquirs^ 
whether  jthere  exifted  any  prtx)f,  or  any  detnonftration,  fn&iene  lo 
fuperfede  the  necefity  of  fu^^ending  it  at  this  time.     He  thooght  he 
could  produce  argoment,  to  fuch-  an  cSk&'\  and  for  that  purpofe  he 
bad  oriy  taiiibmit  to  the.Houib  tbe  very  reafening  ufed  this  day  by 
that  r^t  bonousable  gentleman.     He  ftated,  in  very  glowing  Ian* 
gqage,  <' the  prevalent,  fpirit  of  oppofition  that  reigned  among  the 
pcopk  of  thia  country  to  French  princ^)lesy  their  unanimity  tarelift 
Fiencb  arms,  and  tbe  univcriaUty  of  both  oppofition  and  refiAance  in 
maintaioii^  ag^mftall  invaders  the  inviolability  of  their  Conflitii^ 
tion,  ifa^r  Liberty,  and  La^s.'*     He  therefore  confeffed,  when  ho 
beard  foeb  afietMns  ifiuc  from  tbat  right  honourable  gemleman,  be 
eouUl  not  but  conceive  and  believe  that  fuch  a  meafure  as  that  fub* 
nitted  to  tbe  Houfe  was,  if  not  nugatory,  at  lead  imneeeflsry.     He 
defired  to>  know,  where  was  tbe  neceffity  of  opprcfiing  a  willing 
peo{4e  ?     By  the  declarations  of  the  right  honourable  gentlemafi 
bimfelf^  tUiaMnity  prevailed  ;  .one  fentiment,  one  fpirit,  one  ibul^ 
HExmed  to  adliiate^  chc:  people,  (asai  be  believed,  it.)     Then  where 
exifla  thenocdCty  of  impofing  upon  them  a  law,  wUch,  if  not  op^ 
«dfive»  maft  b9  ttfclcis  and  unneoeflary }    For  his  part^  as  hecould 
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obferTC  no  proofs  of  its  ncccffity,  as  he  could  find  no  reafon  for  ttt 
utility^  and  until  he  faw  cither  or  both,  it'ihould  have  in  every  ftage 
his  negative. 

.  Mr.  ChanceUor  PITT  explained  the  feiitiments  lie  exprefled 
fcladve  to  the  unanimity  that  prevailed  in  the  countrvv  and  faid,  it 
fignified  moft  certainly  the  majority  of  th©  people  ;  at  the  (ame  Hmtfj* 
.it  was  nolcfs  to  be  underftood  by  that  genefal  propofitioh,'  but^that 
there  were  a  very  conliderable  number  <>f  other  perfons  who  eotcr- 
tdined' principles  ofia  very  different  tcndcndy.  And  when  we  gave 
the  utmoft  credit  to  that  majority  for- the  purity  of  thei^  intentions', 
attachment,  and  loyalty  to  themfdves,  each  other,  and  their  country, 
it  woiakl  be  eflential  ihjufUce  to  fh^m  if  ,we  did  not,  by  the  operatioft 
.of  thilmcafurc,  convince  them  of  our  fcnfeof  the  diftihflion,'  and 
give  them  thatfecurity  th^merit^^by  the  application "bfthofe  precau- 
'ijsonr  which  the  criiis^  and  the  afpe^t  of  the  times,  demand.  Tht 
faoAottsable  gentleman  mud  know,  thit  at  no  period  ih  the'  Hiftory 
f>&tliil5  Country  invaHM  wasev^r  fo  formidablie,  t)r  the  niindsof  our 
enemies  foripc  for  it>  Their  diipofitions  on  former  occafidns  thcy> 
endeavoured  to  concdal^  bot  in  thefe  time&  they  make  it  i  praiSiy^e 
^to  \ff\ic  '2L  threat,  and^  :hot  ,upon  the  heel  of  nierjace,  to  perform  thcii* 
vow^.andaccompUfli  their  parpofe;  fo  th«it^  to^confider  Frarfcc  in 
the-extemal  means  (he  now  adopts  to  promote  hfcr  views,  tfic  necef- 
fity  of  this  bill  will  be  more  obvious  than  ever*  Her  menace  isf  an 
^iflbrance  of  her  approach  ;  but  markthe  eflential  inttiit  df  it,  and 
it  will  be  found  toconiift  in  the  procuring,  as  friends  to  hercaufe^ 
aUthofe. individuals  whom  a  miftaken  theory  of  her  dodrines,  ^hh^ 
out  the  benefit  of  experiencing  their  power,  entiAs  as  enthufiafis  iii 
her.'Caufe*  and  whci,  with  paracidal  fury,  join  with  their  biMe*eft 
foes  in  the  ruin  and  difltonour  of  their  native  cobntry.  Of  this  how 
many  melancholy  proofs  can  ht  given  throughout  Europe  at  this 
day !— To  ftem  that  torrent  of  deftrudion,  and  to  prevent  the  bane- 
ful confequences  that  muft  inevitably  purfue  all  that  can  or  may^ 
have  a  tendency  in  this  country  to  fuoh  heavy  calamities,  was  and 
is  the  only  objcif^  of  the  meafure  propofed.  He  wifhed  to  know,, 
whether  there  was  any  pofiibility  that  France  would  alter  her  con- 
duA  ?  He  believed  no  fuch  probability  exiftadl  Until  that  took 
place,  he  Should  perlift  in  that  uniformity  of  conduct  towards  her 
which  he  had  hitherto  purfued,  and  confequently  fdlow  it  up  with 
the  fame  fy^em  hitherto  adopted  in  this  country  to  counteract  the 
intentions  of  their  difciples  here.  It  was  required  by  the  honotir'- 
able  gentleman,  *^  that  proof  (hould  be  given  of  the  extftence  of 
difaHe<51ion  in  this  country  before  he  gave  his  confent  to  this  bill." 
"s  rcply  to  that  was,  that  no  better  proof  could  be  adduced  than 
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that  of  the  numlf,  voluntary  ^andfpontancousfupport  given  thda  by 
that  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  to  the  principle  of  the  meilage» 
defiring  the  general  aid  againft  the  common  enemy.  In  this  inilance 
he  changed  from  all  his  former  ientiments  concerning  France,  for 
dire  necelTity  compels  him.  So  (though  he  fervently  hoped  he 
might  not  find  caufe)  at  fome  future  period  he  may  regret  the  refift* 
ance  he  ^vcs  to  this  meafure  now,  and,  when  too  late,  at  length,  in 
like  manner,  change  his  fentimcnts  alfo,  andgive  it  that  fupport  he 
denies  at  this  crilis:  and  therefore,  as  in  his  original  (entimcnts,  he  « 
finds  himfelf  deceived,  fo  now,  as  experience  fets  him  right,  and 
as  in  his  cQndu£l  at  that  mo^nent  he  eftabliflies  it  in  the  degree,  it 
.may  alfo  be  fair  to  infer,  that  future  experience  will  convince  him  of 
hts  error  now,  and  time  reduce  to  confiilency  the  apparent  incon- 
gruity of  that  honourable  gentleman's  eondudU  this  day*  It  was 
true  that  a  fpirit  of  martial  exertion  animates  the  bofoms  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  people,  and  it  was  ^Ifo  true  that  he  had  the 
moft  fervent  reliance  on  its  prowefs  and  achievements  ;  but  that 
could  not  pofllbly  be  a  reafon  for  not  applying  precautions  where 
precautions  were  alfo  neccifary :  precautions  applied  to  counterafl 
the  mifchief  of  domeftic  foes,  was  equal  to  arming  all  the  reft. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had*  wi(hed  to  poftpone  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas- Corpus  A&\  he  defired  to  know,  for  what  length  of 
time  (hould  that  procraftination  take  place  ?  Was  it  till  the  enemy 
landed  on  our  fliores,  or  when  elfe  ?  If  any  given  period  called 
for  it,  the  prefent  was  that  p€ri4>d,  when  the  Dire£loiy  threatened, 
when  they  menaced  us  with  invafion  ;  and  if  proofs  were  wanting 
of  the  confpiracies  and  treafons,  not  merely  lurking,  but  openly 
avowed,  let  gentlemen  only  advert  to  every  official  proclamation^ 
every  edid^  every  official  publication  iffiied  by*  the  Diredlory 
of  France,  an(^  there  they  will  find  that  one  fentiment  breathes 
thrpugh  them  all,  namely,  *'  the  reception  they  will  meet,  from  their 
friends  as  ibon  as  they  accomplifli  a  landing."  The  French  them-* 
felves  tell  us  this,  and  we  are  bound  to  beljeve  them.  We  do  not 
defire  Iqgal  and  technical  evidence,  but  we  have  what  is  more,  con-^ 
vinclng— we  have  moral  and  demonArative  documents  of  it  in  va- 
rious (bapes.  It  is  not  either  the  duty  or  the  intereft  of  tht  Execu- 
tive Government  to  trifle  with  the  people  ;  but  here  there  is  more 
than  enough  to  bear  out  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  which  limply 
fiates  the  threats  of  a  foreign  foe,  and  the  fecret  encouragement  held, 
out  to  him  hy  a  cpnfiderable  number  of  dome^ic  enerpies.  This  is 
all ;  and  in  this  circumftance  the  Executive  Government  neither 
deceives^  nor  is  5teceived.  i 
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Mr.  SHERf  DAW  &M,  he  wiAied  tt»  aft  on  pnfid^,  and  noH 
4m  confidence ;  the  Mimfler  faid,  he  knew  the  mlftencc  of  a  con* 
fptracy>  and  m^n^tted  that  he'  (Mr.  Sheridan)  did  not  know  it;  hotr 
dien  cbuld  h«c  vote  for  this  meafure  othcrwife  than  upon  confidence? 
He  wa«  told  indeed,  ihatfhe  French  themfelves  had  publtfhed  their 
jolention  of  invading  this  country,  andthat  they  trufted  to  the  aid 
of  traitors  here  ;  he  did  not  think  that  much  credit  was  due  to  that 
aflTcrtidn  ;  for  the  French  themfelves  had  dated,  that  they  would  be 
joined  in  this  country  by  all  the  friends  to  Parliamentary  Refijrrar. 
Taking  th^  as  a  fpecimen,  either  t)f  their  judgement  or  veracity, 
there  did  not  feem  to  him  to  be  much  reliance,  due  to  either.  In- 
deed he  thought  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  expeded  too 
jnach,  in  expeding  him  to  have  no  will  of  his  own,  after  he  had 
afientftd  to  the  motion  fer  the  addrefs  this  day.  He  was  moft 
■ckarly  of  opinion,  that  this  country  ough^to  be  well  prepared  to 
meet  the  enemy — it  odght  alfo  to  convince  the  enemy  it  is  pre- 
pared. That  could  be  done  only  by  railing  the  fpirit  oif  the  Britifh 
people,  to  fhew  thfcir  dignity.  In  his  opinion,  to  deprive  them  of 
£o  material  a  bulwark  as  the  Habcas-^Corpss  A&,  was  not  the  way 
to  do  citlTter ;  for  fuoh  a  meafure  would  only  fpread  difcontent  among 
themfelves,  'damp  their  fpirits>  and  lefleh  their  dignity,  in  the  vi6w 
of  foreign  nations. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  pretend  to  fay  that  the  henour- 
mUegeo^nr^n  whofpokc  laft  ought  not  to  have  a  will  of  his  own  ; 
jM) doubt  he  ought ;  every  body  knew  he  had:  all  he  meant  to  fay 
was,  that  the  principle  which  led  Wm  to  fupport  the  addrefs,  ought 
to  lead  him  alfo  to  fupport  this  moafure,  as  a  thing  neecllarily  con- 
nefied  with  diat  addrefs.  They  differed  upon  that  point,  and  each 
had  a  right  equal  to  the  otfier  to  exprefs  his  opinion* 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  thought  this  was  not  a  meafure  adopted  from 
confidence,  it  was  adopted  from  principle ;  from  the  apprehenfion. 
of  invalion  ;  and  feeling  it  fo,  he  thought  it  a  duty  incumbent  upon 
^m.  not  to  give  a  filent  vote  upon  it. 

The  queftipn  was  then  put,  That  this  bill  be  now  read  a  fifft 
time. 

The  Houfe  divided  : 

For  the  morion,   i83;^Againft  it,  5. 

It  was  then  propofed  to  fill  the  blank  for  continuing  the  fai^n-> 
fion  till  the  firft  of  FVibruary  1 799  \  when  fome  ^titlemen  infifted 
chat4he  firft  4>f  November  1798  would  be  a  period  fuffiderfttjr 
long.f-^ttC  the  SPEAKER  interfered,  by  dating,  that  the  only  time 
to  fill  the  blanks  Ivguld  be  when  the  bill  was  in  «  Committee. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  it  might  he  advifeable  to  continue 
the  bill  after  the  prefenr  feflion  ;  and  to  limit  its  duration  to  a 
Ihorrer  period  than  that  which  was  fpecifiedy  might  podibly  prevent 
the  Members  of  that  Houfe  from  being  adive  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  in  (he  manner  ther  might  wifh  to  be,  and  as  the  ho« 
nourable  gentleman  recommended  them  to  be  ;  becaufe  they  might 
be  called  up  to  their  duty  in  that  Houfe^  for  the  mere  purpofe  of  re- 
newing the  prefenr  bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  the  queftion  of  the  duration  of 
the  bill  a)uld  only  be  difcufled  in  the  Committee  ;  and  that  if  the 
bill  had  originated  in  that  Houfe,  the  part  of  it  which  rcfpedted  the 
duration  mtft  have  been  in  blank. 

Mn  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  no  man  would  be  more  forward 
than  himfclf  to  join  in  the  fufpenlion  of  the  Habeas-Corpus  AA  m 
cafe  of  abfolute  neceflity  ;  but  as  it  was  a  very  ftrong  meafure,  very 
ftiong  proof  of  its  neceflity  ought  to  be  adduced  before  it  was 
adopted.  He  faw  no  fuch  proof;  he  had  heard  much  of  the  noto* 
ricty  of  a  confpiracy  exifting  againft  the  Government  of  this 
country — he  knew  of  no  fuch  notoriety  ;  he  coula  not  vote  upon 
an  aflfertion  of  fuch  notoriety ;  and  therefore  he  voted  againft  this 
meafure. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  (hould  be  extremely  forry  it  went  out 
to  the  public^  that  he  had  aifented  to  any  meafure  to  abridge  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjecft,  on  the  words  of  the  Miniftcr.  He  did  no 
fach  thing.  He  voted  upon  much  bettc'r  evidence.  The  diftinc- 
tion  between  this  and  the  former  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas-Corpus 
A&  was,  that  the  preamble  of  the  prefent  bill  was  founded  upon 
the  verdid  of  a  Grand  Jury.  He  hoped  that  the  determination  of 
that  Jury  would  be  found  erroneous ;  but  it  was  impoflible  for  him 
to  pronounce  it  fo  until  another  Jury  had  pafied  their  verdidl  upon 
the  queftion.  It  was  upon  a  verdi^  of^  a  Jury  he  founded  his  vote ; 
and  he  (hould  have  been  forry  it  (hould  go  abroad,  that  even  in  a 
moment  of  alarm,  he  had  voted  any  thing  againft  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjed,  without  having  been  called  upon  to  do  fo  by  his  public 
duty.  He  confidered  the  finding  of  the  bill  as  his  jufti^cation  for 
the  vote  he  had  given,  and  he  thought  that  no  man  ought  to  be 
afhamed  of  giving  a  vote  upon  confidence  in  a  verdidt  of  a  Jury  of 
his  country. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  lamented  that  the  brilliant  and  perfuadve  elo« 
qaence,  the  liberal  and  generous  condudt  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man near  him  (Mr.  Sheridan)  (hould  be  (haded  with  a  fentimentof 
risfiftancc  to  the  general  principle  of  a  meafure  he  himfclf  approved 
and  fupported  5  when  he  gave  the  Executive  Government  cjjedit  for 
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thclf  cxcVflbrii  againft  the .  corofhoH  intmf^  it  wli  hifi  hi  wAtftd 
deny  them  fupport  againft  (heir  domefflc  cncimts,  the  ^ctnits  of 
tKe  Coriftitution.  Unanimity  now  was  demanded  by  the  vcfy  \^fll- 
bcJhg  of  the  nation  and  tKe  empire ;  and  whatever  cehfrfte  Ani^Rt 
hitherto,  devolve  on  Minlfterk>  it  wai  now  one  comrij(Jh  caufe  wifh 
them  and  the  People,  and  ought  to  fee  fupported :  Kc  trdiled  tUtt 
would  eventually  prove  the  cafe. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time',  and  then  cotnmltted  ;  when  it 
was  propofed  to  fill  the  blank  as. before  flatted,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  contending  in  favour  df  the  ift  of  Februii'y  1799',  alrid 
the  gentlemen  on  the  oppofitc  fide  of  the  Houfe  infiliing  bpop  the  i  ft 
of  November  next,  or  till  ten  days  after  the  commchcemcrit  of  thb 
next  feilion/ of  Parlialment. 

Mr.TIERNEY  thought  that  the  period  of  the  rcaJfs  was  Mife 
long  enough  for  the  fufpcnfibn  to  continue.  If  an  invidihg  chen> 
(hould  land,  and  the  Members  be  fcattercd  in  <fiffcrent  diftHQs,  br 
violent  cortvulfions  or  treafons  exifted  in  London,  and  the  Parliament 
fhould  even  hccelTarily  be  held  elfewherc,  ftill  there  iraa^ho  i*caT6n 
for  continuing  the  fufpenfion  longer  than  till  that  Pirliimertt  fliould 
mett,  let  that  meeting  take  place  whenever  it  might. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  could  forefee  no  exigency  of  affairs  tnat 
could  carry  away  the  Parliament  from  the  capi:6l ;  if  Mehibcrs  Were 
fcattercd  over  the  country,  they  'cdOld  as  ekfily  rheet  there  a^  cffe- 
wh'fcre ;  and  If  an  enemy  were  to  laftd,  and  eVcn  donvulfions  prcvaH 
in  the  capital,  ftill  no  rcafoh  ^ppieared  for  refnovrrtg  the  Pa'tliiamerit 
from  it.  He  perfiftcd  in  having  it  cjctdnded  to  the  ift  of  "Pe- 
bruiary  1799. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  thought  the  fhorter  '^loA  the  bettcr-^ilnd 
here  he  noticed  the  rcalbn  of  ah  horiouratle  geiitlcmafn  (llflr.  Tid^ney) 
for  fupporting  this  meafijfc,  naniely,  bccaufe  k  Grind  Jury  likd 
found  a  bill  of  indictment.  Did  that  gcntfcrtfan  recblleft  that 
this  was  a  reafon  founded  on  ex  parte  evidcrtcfe.  -His  rcafon,  if  4ie 
cciilld  oflcr  any,  would  be  fomething  better  thi*n  that ;  but  if  ev«ih'he 
had  the  reafon  that 'w!as  afforded  on  a  fbrnfrcroicaRbn,  vii.  'the  dVI- 
dence  of  two  Secret  Committees  of  the  TToufcs  of  Parliament,  'he 
would  not  think  it  now,  as^hc  did  riot  think 'it  theh,  artafoh'  for 
fupporting  this  bill.  *  Th'dfe  was  a  ftroHg'reafdn,  hbwevcr,  ^rglrtg 
him  to  oppofe  it.  Every  one  had  it  in  memory  how  many  faffetei\ 
by  the  fufpenfion  that  formierly  occdri-crd  ;  upwards  df  one  huridred 
p'erfons  were  arrefted,  ind  outbfthafHUmberblit  four  or  IWe  tried, 
and  even  they  were 'acquitted,  and  the  reft,  at'the  conclufibn  ofja 
car*s  imprifonment,  difchargcd  without  trial.  This  ^as  one  of  bis  * 
afohs  for  bppofing  IfiioW.   ■\  , 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  inter- 
pofing  between  ibc  two  hqno^rable  ^cntlcm^Q  (Mr.  Sheridan  and 
Mr.  Tierney),  but  he  could  not  now  avoid  faying,  that  to  reconcile 
their  difference  of  opinion  nowy  he  difiered  with  them  both.  He 
thought  the  evidence  of  two  Committees  of  the  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, who  examined  pro  and  ton,  and  thereby  eiSabliihed  and  re- 
.posted  the  exigence  oftreafon,  to  be  a  good  proof,  and  fufiicicnt  to 
ii;^}poil4hefufpen(ion  of  the  a£ton  a  former  occafion  ;  but  that  the 
ex  parte  evidence  of  a  Grand  Jury  was  not  fufficient  proof  whftreon 
to  fupport  this  bill.  With  regard  to  the  matter  of  upwards  of  an 
4iuRdred  peribns  being  confined  fo  long  as -mentioned  by  die  honour- 
able gentleman,  he  could  only  fay  in  reply,  that  an  honourable  and 
learned  friend,  ^upon  whofe.  authority  he  could  rdy,  aflfurcd  him» 
that,  by  the  cxifting  laws,  they  might  have  remained  the  fame  time 
in  cuftody  without  trial  under  a  itrpilar  charge,  if  that  fufpeniion  had 
never  taken  rpl^^c-  It  ,was  probable  Parliament  might,  not  meet. 
before  November,  probably  not  till  Chriftmas— moft  likely,  how- 
ever, in  Novem}}er ;  and  he  ibould  take  care  tliat  the  fupply  he 
fhould  raife  would  be  fufficjent  to  ^nfwer  all  the  nepeirities  of  the 
intermediate  time.  The  neceflity,  therefore,  of  continuing  the 
force  of  this  bill  till  Februaiy  1799  was  obvious. 

The  queftiop  being  called  for,  the  Houfe  divided  ;  when  there 
appeared, 

For  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  till  the  firft  of  February  1799,113 
Againftit,  —  —  .—  —  77.  14 

Majority     -    ^9 
The  blank  was  filled  accordingly,  the  report  brought  up,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time  and  pafTcd. 


IJ/i  of  the  ^inorUyjon  thejufp^nfifin  ff  (he  If aieas*  Corpus  4^: 

R.  B.  Sheridan. 

Honourable  Ed.  Bouverie  (Northampton), 

T.  Thorn pfon. 

Lord  J.  Ruffell, 

Lord  W.  :?,^ffell. 


B.Hobhoufe,    1 
J.  Green,  f 


Tellert. 
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Monday,  April  23,  .  ..     , 

.  ■  -   -  . .  . .  - . .     .  , 

,  The  Duke  of  PORTLAND  brought  down  a  mcflige  from 
His  Majcfty  fimilar  to  that  infcrtcd  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  of  Tuesday,  April  24th— -fok*  whkh  an  aMftis' of 
thanks  was  moved  and  carried- 

'  '  '  '  ,  •' 

house;  of  commons. 

Monday,  Jpril  2'^.. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  the  Houfc  refolvcd 
into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  Mr.  HOBART  in  thp  chair. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  moved,"  That  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  this  Committee,  that  the  fum  of  iji35i>39il.  19s.  3d,  be 
granted  to  His  Majefty  towards  defraying  the  Extraordrnaries  of 
the  Army  from  the  24th  of  December  1796,  to  the  24th  of  De- 
cember I797>  not  yet  provided  for  by  Parliament." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  particulars  of  the  expenditure 
for  laft  year  were  now  before  the  Hdulc.  Gentlemen  would  there- 
fore obfervc,  that  the  addition  of  the  fum  now  moved  would  make 
nearly  what  he  ftated  as  th?  probable. amount  of  the  Army  Extraor- 
dii^aries  during  the  whole  year :  on  that  account,  the  prefent  mo- 
tion could  not  be  conHdered  as  propofing  apy  novel  or  unexpected 
ineafure. 

The  motion  was  put  and  agreed  to.    , 

Mr.  PYBUS  moved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tliis  Committee, 
that  10,000  feamen  be  employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1798, 
In  addition  to  the  1 10,000  already  voted  by  Parliament." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  there  was  a  difference  of  10,000 
between  the  number  of  feamen  voted  for  this,  and  the  number  for 
the  laA  year—- the  number  for  the  year.  1797  being  120,000.  It 
would  alfobe  recolleded,  that  when  the  110,000  were  voted  for 
the  prefent  year,  it  was  then  Aated,  that  unlefs  fome  very  extraordi- 
nary exertions  were  found  neceflfary,  this  number  would  be  nf>orc 
than  fufficient  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy.  Gentlemen  were,  how- 
ever,  aware,  that  the  circumftances  which  had  happened  fince  were 
not  fuch  as  to  admit  of  any  diminution  of  the  national  force ,  parti- 
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:  cuiarty  that  fervice  fo  eflential  to  the  (afety  and  protcAion  of  the 
country  :  on  the  contrary,  he  was  convinced  that  every  one  would, 
at  the  prefent  n^ontent,  fee  the  propriety  of  the  incrcafc  pTX)pofcd* 
At  the  fame  time  he  had  the  fatisfadion  uf  infornting  the  Houfe, 
that  there  were  already  6  or  7,000  feamen  in  adtual  fcrviccy  in  ad* 
dition  to  the  1 1 0,000  which  Parliament  had  voted.  The  prefent 
motion  .would,  thereforcy  merely  cover  about  6|000  men  already 
employed,  and  provide  for  the  employment  of  about  4,000  more« 
He  had  the  farther  fatisfadion  of  dating,  that  when  the  number 
ihoulidi  be  completed,  every  thing  that  the  moft  anxious  mind  could 
wiih,  for  the  protediion  of  the  nation,  would  be  obtained,  without 
curtailing  any  fervij:e  that  might  be  required  in  the  moft  dillant 
parts  of  the  globe,  or  wherever  the  intcrcft  or  the  honour  of  the 
country -might  ckll  for  the  exerciffcof  its  arms*  He  migh%  perhaps, 
hereafter,  propofe  fomc  meafure  for  railing  the  number  of  fean  en 
wantbd.  He  was  not,  indeed,  yet  convinced  that  there  would  be  a 
neceflity  for  any  legiflative  meafure  on  this  fubjed  ^  but,  if  there 
were,  he  trufted  that,  in  the  exifting  circumAances  of  the  country, 
no  meafure  neccfTary  for  its  defence  would  meet  with  an  improper 
oppofition,  however  vigorous  it  might  be. 

The  motion  was  agiccd  to. 

It  was  then  moved, 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  feven  pounds  per  man  per  month,  be 
allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  ten  thoufand  men  for  thirteen 
months,  including  ordnance  for  fea  fervice. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  million  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-one  pounds  nineteen  fhil- 
lings  and  three  pence,  be  granted  to  His  Majcfty,  to  defray  the  Ex- 
traordinary cxpcnces  of  the  Army,  incurred  and  paid  by  the  Pay- 
,  maAer-general  of  His  Majefty's  forces,  from  the  25th  day  of  De- 
cember 1796  to  the  24.th  of  December  1797,  both  inclufive,  and 
not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

That  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  granted  to 
His  Maje%,  to  be  ifliied  and  paid  to  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  to  be  by  them  placed  to  the  account  of  the 
Commiflioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  forfy-nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
fcventy-eight  pounds  fevcn  (hillings  and  fix  pence,  be  granted  to  Hit 
,  M<fjefty,  for  the  payment  of  fuch  part  of  the  principal,  and  intereft 
thereupon,  as  (hall  become  due  on  or  before  the  i  oth  day  of  06)o- 
ber  1798,  on  all  the  orders  made  out  purfuant  to  an  afl,  of  the 
thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  prefent  Majerty,  for  granting  re- 
lief to  fucb  pcribns  as  have  fuffcrcd  in  their  rights  and  properties 
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duriag  tfbe  late  niibappf  diffentiQns  ia  AlxKri^>  a^d  %  9)ilKi^ 
•coropenfation  to  fucb  pcclbns  a«  have  iiifiered  ip  their  rights,  in<X)j(i- 
fequenoe  of  the  ceffion  of  the  province  of  Eaft  pliH^kiii  .tp  0e  |LiDg 
of  Spain. 

That  a  fum>  not  exceeding  thirteen  thouland  pounds  {iie^p^t^d 
to,  FTis  Maje%y  to  be  employed  in  repairiog^jnaintainingy  .a^  f^p• 
portiogy  the  Briti(h  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  c^ft  of  Africa. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  ten  thoufand  pounds,  be  .g^ranted  t» 
His  Maje%,  to  be  advanced  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  M^f- 
,  chants  of  England  tradii%  into  the  JL^vant  feas^  Co  be  api^ied  jin  .^f- 
fifting  the  (aid  Company  in  ^carrying  on  their  trade* 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  three  thoufand  pounds,  be  gifamed-to 
His  Maje%.,  towards  enabling  the  trqftces  of  the  Britilh  Mufeufn^ 
to  carry  pn  the  execution  of  the  truft^  .r^ppfed  in  theiii  by  Yh* 
liamcnt.  i      .  i 

That  a  fum,  noit  exceeding  feven  thoufand  |)ounds,  be  g^KM^d/to 
His  Majefty,  for  defraying  th«<;haipg^  of. printing  the  jourmils  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  of  priming  and  <]qUvering  the  vot^$  .of /the 
.  Houfe  of  Commons,  land  of  printing.bUls,.i;?port$^And  other  .papers, 
ivhich  have  been^or  (hall  be. printed  ^y  order  of  ^he  (aid  ^^tfticy 
for  the  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  thirteen  thoufand  two  h^^f^.  and 
.fifty  pounds  and  eighteen  (hillings,  be  granted  to  .His  Maje%,  for 
difcfaarging  the.  balance  due  on  account  of  the  expences  of  His  Myi^ 
jefty's  Mint  for  the  year  1797.  .,i 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  two  thoiifand  and  fv^enty-four  pounds 
and  nine  pence,  be  granted  to  His.Majeity,  lor  defraying  the  extra- 
lordinary  expences  incurred  for  pr^fecutions  relating  to  the  coin  -of 
this  kingdom;^  in  the  year  1796. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  t^wo  thoufand  fix  ihundred  pound?,  rf>e 
.granted  to  His  Majefty,  towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  fuper- 
intendance  of  the  Alien  Acl,  for  the  year  1798, 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  fifteen  thoufand  pounds,  be  granted 
to  His  Majefty,  for  the  payment  of  fums  due  to  the  feveral  artificers 
for  work  done  at  Somerfct  Place,  under  the  I)ire6Hon  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Chambers,  and  for  repairs  immediately  neceffary  to  be  per- 
.fi>rmed  there. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  ten  thoufand  .and-forty-threC' piofudfts 

fix  (hillings  and  four  pence,  be  granted  to  His  Maje(ly,jo  make 

...good  the  like  fum  whiehhas  been.iifued  by  His  Majefty's  orders, 

.  purfuant  to  addreifes  of  this  HQufe,  and  which  has  not  been  made 

«.good  by  ^Pailiament. 

"^t  a  fum,  not  exceeding  thirty:  eight  thouiand  two  bundxfd 


>iia  fiTi^Rtf ^two  pomcb  fetM  Mnittg  snd  fit  pence^  be  granted  to 
Hb  VUjt^f  tb  make  good  the  like  fdm,  which .  has  been  ifltied  at 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  ocrt  of  His  Majefty't  civil  lift  reve- 
nbd^y  br  His  Majeffy's  feeitt  fertice  abroad,  in  the  year  ending  the 
5%  ay  6f  Janua^  ^79^'  ^^^  ^^^  above  the  fum  granted  in  the 
Wt  ftffioh  cf  Pstrfiato^nt  foi*  the  ftid  fervice. 

That  a  furti,  Mt  ejttteding  twelve  thoufand  fix  hundred  feventy- 
fcrch  jfoandi  twelve  rtiilUng  and  one  penny,  be  granted  to  His  Ma- 
jeftyj  to  make  ^pod  the  like  fun),  which  has  been  iflTued  at  the  re- 
c6ij)t  of  fhfe  Excheejacr,  out  of  His  Majcfty's  civil  lift  revenues, 
to  John  Wilmot,  Efquire,  the  honourable  Robert  Banks  Jcnkinfon, 
corti'mdAly  CaHed  Lofd  Hawkefbury,  Sr  WiHtam  Pcppcrrcll,  Ba- 
ronet, and  Philip  Metcalfe,  Efquire,  Members  of  the  Committee 
fot"  the  relfcf  of  the  fufferitig  clergy  and  laity  of  France,  over  and 
above  the  fufn  gtanted  by  parliament  for  that  fervice,  for  tfie 
year   1^97. 

That  a  fum,  rtbt  exceeding  one  thoufand  pounds,  be  granted 
to  His  Majefiy,  to  make  good  the  Kke  fum,  which  has  been  iffued 
to  William  Pollock,  Efquire,  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of 
His  Majcfty's  cWil  lift  revenues,  for  payment  of  expences  arifen 
from  thfe  cxcciition  of  the  provifions  of  the  rxccntions  of  the  Alien 
Aft,  over^'and  above  the  fum  granted  by  Parliamem  f6r  the  fcrx'ice, 
for  the  year  I797. 

That  a  furti,  not  exceeding  feventcen  tho\i(and  and  feventry-threc 
pounds  one  (hilling  and  five  pence,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  to 
make  good  the  like  Cum,  which  has  been  iffued  to  WilKam  Chin- 
ncry,  Efquire,  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majcfty's 
civil  lift  revenues,  to  enable  him  to  pay  fundry  bills  drawn  from  the 
fettlement  of  New  South  Wales,  which  became  due  in  the  year 
1797,  being  the  exccfs  of  the  fum  granted  by  Parliament  for  that 
fervice. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  eighty- two  pounds 
f<f\rentech  Ihillings -and  Sixpence,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  to 
make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  iflued  to  William  Chinncry, 
Efquire,  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majcfty's  civil 
lift  revenues,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  Samuel  Reke,  and  to  Meflrt, 
Jackfon  ihd  Mofer,  for  expences  in  ventilating  and  warming  the 
Houfe  of  tc)rds,  and  which  has  not  been  made  good  by  'Par« 
liament.  ^ 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty- 
two  pounds  ten  fhillings  and  fix  pence,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty, 
to  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  iffued  to  John  Thomas 
Groves,  Efquire,  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exehequer,  out  of  His  Ma- 
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jcfty's  civil  lift  revenues,  for  fitting  up  two  houfcs  for  the  Spcajcer 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  and  which 
has  not  been  made  good  by  Parliament.  s 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fixty  one  pounds 
fifteen  (hillings  and  fix  pence,  be  granted  to  His  Majcfty,  to  make 
good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  iflued  to  Henry  Barlow,  Erqaire^ 
His  Majefty's  deputy  clerk  of  the  Crown  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefty *s  civil  ^ 
lift  revenues,  as  a  compenfation  for  his  attendance  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  during  the  trial  of  Warren  Haftings,  Efquire,  and  which  has 
not  been  made  good  by  Parliament. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  and  forty- feven  pounds 
and  twelve  fliillings,  be  granted  to  His  Majefiy,  to  make  good  the 
like  fum,  which  has  been  iflued  to  Robert  Hudfon,  Efquire,  at  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefiy's  civil  lid  revenues,  as 
a  compenfation  for  colleding  papers  necefifary  to  form  an  appendix 
to  the  minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  on  the  trial  of  Warren 
Hafiings,  Efquire,  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  which  has 
not  been  made  good  by  Parliament, 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  fifteen 
{hillings  and  fix  pence,  be  granted  to  His  Majefiy,  to  make  good 
the  like  fum,  which  has  been  ififued  to  George  Rofe,  Efquire,  at 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefty*s  civil  lift  reve- 
nues, for  two  years  rent  of  the  Parliament  Ofiice,  and  which  has 
not  been  made  good  by  Parliament. 

Th^t  a  fum,  not  exceeding  four  hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds ' 
andfixteen  fliillings,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  make  good  the 
like  fum,  which  has  been  iflued  to  fundry  perfons,  at  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefty's  civil  lift  revenues,  for  attend- 
anpe  on  various  Committees  of  the  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, in  (he  fefilon  1795-6^  and  which  has  not  been  made  good 
by  Parliament. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  four  hundred  and  feventy-two  pounds  * 
and  feventeen  fliillings,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  make  good  the 
like  fum,  which  has  been  ififued  to  the  aflignees  of  Mr.  Richard 
Whallcy  Bridgeman,  late  clerk  to  the  Grocers  CompJiny,  at  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefty 's  civil  lift  revenues, 
for  his  allowance  for  making  up,  and  publifliing  in  The  London 
Gazette,  weekly  returns  of  the  average  price  of  brown  or  Mufco-. 
vado  fugar,  purfuant  to  an  aft  paflTed  in  the  3  2d  year  of  his  prefent 
Majefty's  reign,  for  one  year,  to  the  i8th  day  of  June  1796,  and  . 
'  '^h  has  not  been- made  good  by  Parliament. 
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The  Houfe  was  refumcdy  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 

to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fe- 
cond  reading  of  the  land-tax  bill. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  \ri(hcd  the  fecond  reading  to  be  delayed^  and 
feid  he  would  move  an  amendment  to  that  efk&» 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  having  already  troubled  the 
Houfe  with  Aating  at  coniiderable'  length  the  general  grounds  on 
which  he  had  been  induced  to  bring  forward  the  prefent  meafiigre^ 
he  would  not  now  take  up  their  time  with  any  arguments  upon  its 
principle,  which  he  fuppofed  might  now  be  confidered  as  fuiEciently 
diicuffed.  He  (hould  only  fay,  that,  from  every  confideration  he 
had  given  the  bill,  and  it  had  occupied  a  veiy  confiderable  portion 
of  his  attention,  he  was  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  opinion^ 
that  the  general  principle  of  the  meafure  ws  not  only  juft  and  pro<* 
per,  but  that  it  was  likely  to  be  produdive  of  much  immediate  ad- 
vantage, as  well  as  great  final  utility.  His  hopes  and  his  confi- 
dence had  been  greatly  increafed,  becaufe  every  day  gave  him  new 
reafons  to  cbnfider  them  well  founded.  It  was  unnecefTary  to  de* 
tain  the  Houf<?  by  going  over  all  the  various  topics  ,which  had  been 
urged  before,  but  he  begged  leave  to  bring  to  their  recoUcSion^ 
that  the  principal  point  at  IfTue  between  him  and  thofe  who  oppofedE 
this  meafure  was,  fuppofing  he  did  fucceed  in  transferring  fuch  a 
quantity  of  ftock  into  another  defcription  of  property,  whether  it 
would  h^ve  a  tendency  to  invigorate  public  credit,  by  raifing  th^ 
price  of  the  funds  and  reducing  the  national  debt.  They  would 
alfo  recollefl,  that  when<  he  firA  propofed  the  meafure,  he  ftated. 
that  its  not  being  fuccefsful  in  the  firft  inftance;  was  no  proof  againft 
its  ultimate  advantage,  though  it  was  then  rather  uncancfidly  urged 
by  thofe  who  oppofed  him  that  it  was  not  likely  to  prove  of  any  be- 
nefit to  the  public,  iince  the  bare  mention  of  the  propofition  on  that 
day  had  not  raifed  the  price  of  the  funds.  He  was  happy,  howarer^ 
to  have  it  in  his  power  to  afTure  the  Houfe,  that  a  confiderable  adp* 
vantage  to  the  public  had  already  refulted  from  the  agitation  of  thia 
iheafure.  It  did  happen,  that,  notwithflanding  a  loan  was  con- 
templated, and  even  in  actual  negociation,  the  funds  were  that  day 
higher  than  they  had  been  on  any  day  fince  he  fird  had  the  honout 
cf  making  a  propofition  on  this  fubjeAto  the  Houfe;  but  upon  this 
circumflance  he  fet  the  le(s  value^  as  it  was  not  the  ground  upon 
which  he  originally  recommended  the  meafure  to  the  Houfe.  That 
recommendation,  they  would  recoiled,  was  founded  entirely  upon 
a  diflant  benefit — not  upon  an  immediate  one.  On  this  fubjcd,* 
ibwever,  he  had  but  one  (hort,  fimple  (slA  to  fiate  to  the  Houft^ 
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wbich^  ^e  believed^  would  convkiQe  theopi,  that  the  prdotf  advaii* 
tagcs  of  the  meafure  were  not  unworthy  of  their  conlideration.    He 
had  that  day  been  treating  for  a  loan ;  and  he  had  the  fatis&ftion 
of  aiTuring  the  Houfe,  that  the  monicd  men  entertained  the  higheft 
qpinion  of  the  adv^tages  lik'^ly  to  refult  from  the  propofitton  for  the 
(ale  of  the  land  tax  being  carried  into  cfFe£i.     He  was  proud  to 
flafj(c,  that  with  a  competition  with  four  contending  parties^  notwith- 
fta riding  the  alarm  which  might  be  fuppofed  to  eicift  in  confequenc^ 
of  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  the  country,  be  had  that  day  made  a  bar-^ 
gain  (the  particulars  of  which  he  would  in  two  days  hence  date  to  the 
j^oufe)  more  advantageous  to  the  public  than  any  one  he  had  made 
in  times  of  the  greateft  tranquillity.     This  was  a  teftimony  of  th& 
fobcr  confidence  of  the  country— of  a  firm  and  confident  reliance 
on  the  credit  and  refources  of  tlie  nation  ;  but  if  the  terms  given 
prove  the  confidence  which  is  placed  in  the  good  faith  aiid  ability  of^ 
the  country,  it  was  alfo  obvious  that  thefe  terms  depended  uport  a 
knowlec%e  of  the  prefent  meafure  being  in  contemplation,  and  a 
convidipn  of  its  being  beneficial.     The  Houfe  might  therefore  he 
aflfured,  that  fuch  was  the  prevailing  fentiment  upon  this  fubjed ;  for 
the  men  who  competed  for  the  loan  were  not  to  be  influenced  hj 
empty  boaftsiK    The  terms  they  gave  were  the  confequenceof  know* 
.  ing  that  a  beneficial  meafure  was  An  the  contemplation  of  the  Houfe^ 
and  their  belief  that  it  would  be  adopted.     Imprefled  with  tbit 
qpinion^   they  had  concluded  a  bargain  which   was  twoperxent. 
i^re  favourable  to  the  public  than  could  have  otherwifa  been  ex- 
pelled.    It  appeased,  then,  that  on  the  very  day  when  it  was  de- . 
bated  in  that  Hpufe  whether  or  no  the  meafure  was  beneficial,  the 
bare  k.nowle.dge  of  its  being  in  agitation  had  had  the  tSc&  of  fecur- 
ijig  to  the  public  an  advantage  of  between  4  and  500,0001.     This 
arofe  from  the  jufl  eonclufion  they  had  formed,  that  a  propofitlon 
fp  evidently  beneficial  would  receive  the  approbation  and  (atidion  of 
tfoX^giflature. 

[  Mn  JOirLIFFE  rofe  to  dcfire  a  fmall  delay,  to. give  their  con- 
ilituents  an  opportunity  of  confidering  the  meafure.  He  hoped  the 
Apufe  would  not  proceed  a  ftep  farther  in  the  bufinefs  until  the 
^nfe  of  the  community  was  known  on  the  fubje£l.  He  conceived 
if  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Houfe,  not  merely  to  take  meafures  for  the 
welfare  of  the  public,  but  in  all  cafes  of  importance  to  andeavour  to  . 
le^n  and  to  refjped  their  fentiments  on  every  meafure.  And  (urelj 
t^ere  TOver  was  one  propofedon  which  it  was  more  proper,  to  afiS>rd 
tf)em  an  ppportunity  of  delivering  their  opinion  than  that  before  the 
Houfe.  He  hppcd  the  right  honourable  mover  would  fee  that  th^ 
Vaft  lit  Iffi  neceiSuy  to  the  imcreil  of  the  uitismmtf$r^ 
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4ift  meafuic  itfclf,  than  to  the  prefervatk)n  of  public  confidence  in 
himfelf^  which  he  (bould  recoUeft  was  a  point  of  more  thai)  xifual 
.  importance  at  a  ctifis  like  the  prefent.  He  confidered  the  Minifltr 
at  this  moment  to  be  the  Queen  Bee  of  the  hive.  He  concluded 
by  moving  as  an  amendment,  that  it  be  read  this  day  fortnight* 

The  honourable  Mr.  PIERREPOINT  fecondcd  the  amend- 
ihent.  He  was  far  from  being  (adsBed  that  the  meafure  would  be 
of  general  advan^ge  to  the  country.  .  He  had  heard  a  number  of 
plaufible  arguments  in  its  fupport ;  he  was  told  that  it  was  merely 
a  financial  regulation,  which  would  not  do  any  harm^  and  was  likely 
to  do  much  good.  For  his  part,  he  confidered  it  to  have  no  other 
purpofe  than  to  remove  the  objedions  that  lay  in  the  way  of  a  new 
impofition.  If  the  prefent  land  tax  were  permitted  to  be  fold,  the 
nc\^  land  tax  might  alfo  be  fo  difpofed  of :  and  thus  fucceflive  bur* 
dens  might  be  laid  on,  until  land  would  be  at  length  hardly  worth 
taking.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  be  careful  how  tliey  hafiily 
adopted  a  meafure  which  might  ultimately  annihilate  a  clafs  of 
men  who  had  been  fo  diftinguilhed  for  their  loyalty  and  public  zesil. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  coCild  not  conceive  that  either  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  or  his  conftituents,  flood  fo  much  in  need  of  a 
longer  delay  to  make  tip  their  minds  on  the  merit  of  the  bill,  efpe* 
cially  when  it  was  confidered  that  the  public'  had  been  for  (cveral 
months  in  pof&fiion  of  its  general  outline.  Gentlemen  would  alfo 
recolle£l  that  it  was  three  weeks  fince  he  had  firft  opened  the  fubje^ 
in  that  Houfe ;  and,  with  the  exprefs  view  of  giving  time  for  its  full 
confideration,  he  introduced  it  to  their  notice  in  the  (hape  of  refolu- 
tbns,  containing  aknoft  every  part  of  the  bill,  except  what  were 
niea  words  of  form.  He  was,  Aill  fo  defirous,  however,  that  every 
poflTible  accommodation  might  be  given  to  thofe  who  had  not  yet 
come  to  a  deciiion  in  their  own  minds  on  the  expediency  of  the 
meafure,  th^t  he  would  not  object  to  a  reafonable  delay  between  the 
fecond  reading  and  the  commitment ;  but  he  could  not  accede  to  a 
delay  of  the  fecond  reading,  as  that  would  goto  controvert  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill.  He  had  carefully  examined  the  objections  which 
had  been  tuged  by  men  of  acknowledged  fagacity  aiid  application  in . 
matters  of  finance ;  but  they  had  not  been  able  to  (hake  his  con- 
vision  of  its  being  attended  with  all  the  fucccfs  that  he  could  * 
wifh  for. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  explained. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  he  had  already  objeacd  to  the  princt- 
pie  of  the  brn,  which  Ke  found  fo  unjuft,  fp  partial,  and  in  every  re- 
tf^&  fo  bad;  that  no  itiode  6f  carrying  If  into  execution;  6x  even 
/  F  z 
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any  advant9ge  that  poiHbly  might  be  obtained,  could  reconcile  htm 
to  it  \  but  on  fqll  examination^  he  was  convinced   that  the  mode 
propofed  could  not  attain  the  object,  which  he  underftood  was  to 
raife  the  value  of  certain  funds,  or,  in  other  words,  to  eafe  that  pro- 
perty which  is  not  taxed  at  all,  at  the  expcnco*  of  another  kind  of 
property,  viz,  land  and  houfes,  which  were  at  prefent  overwhelmed 
iBi^ith  taxes.     He  (hould  never  ceafc  to  rcmonftrate  againft  fuch 
conduct  towards  the  landed  intereft.     We  (hould  recoUedt,  that  it 
is  to  th^ra  we  (hould  look  for  the  fupport  of'  the  Conftitution,  rather 
than  to  the  nlonied  intcre(t,  and  thofe  living  in  towns- who  are  more 
changeable,  and  who  could  change  and  remove  th^ir  property,  and 
improve  it  in  times  of  confulion,  to  whom  a  change  from  one  towa 
or  city  to  Another,  even  in  a  different  country,  would  comparatively 
be  a  far  lefs  evil.     He  did  not  mean  to  make  any  invidious  diftinc- 
tions,  but  furely  he  might  fay,   landad  men  were  peculiarly  int^r- 
efted  in  the  country.     The  attachment  men  have  to  the  land  pof- 
feflions  of  their  anceftors,  to  koufes  and  to  lands  beautified  and  im- 
proved  by  themfelvcs,  and  from  whence  they  derive  cjedit  and  hp- 
nour,  their  families  baying  been  refpedtable  there  for  ages,  was  very 
great,  and,  perhaps,  a  great  (hare  of  that  which  is  denominated  lo^e 
for  the  country,  was  derived  from  our  prejudices  of  attachment  to 
our  lands  and  places  ;  but  however  it  arifes,  he  wi(hed  to  maintain 
itj,^  and  that  neither  neceflTity  nor  difguft  (hould  put  an  end  to  it.  lie 
Ihould  think  a  top  frequent  transfer  of  land  no  fmall  evil,  or  that  \t 
Ihould  beconfidered  a$  a  mere  equivalent  for  money,  or  an  pbje^ 
for  traffic.     It  would  he  .the  greatetl  misfortune,  if  the  landed  roep 
Ihould  be  forced  to  fell  or  to  qpit  the  country  for  a  life  of  more 
limited  expencc  in  towns.     The  landed  intereft  have,  and  arc 
inaking  the  greateft  e^certions  in  every  way  pofliblejj  aiHfting  not  only 
with  their  money,  but  with  their  pcrfon$,  in  militia,   anii    in  civil 
fituation^j  without  any  pecuniary  advantage  ;  and  fqrely  it  would 
be  highly  impolitic  at  this  moment  to  fubjedt  them  to  the  moft 
galling  aqd  partial  impofition  that  was  ever  devifed,  and  to    put 
this  Heretofore  annual   tax  pn    a  worfe  footing   than  any  other, 
for  all  the  funds  being  redeemable,  they  polTibly  might  be  paid  off, 
and  the  taxes  referved   for  them  might  ceafc ;  but  the  lapd  tax, 
Vhen  voted  perpetual,  «nd  fold,  would  for  ever  be  a  tax.     They 
ivould  not  be  human  creatures,  if  it  did  not  difguft,  irritate,  and  re^ 
volt  them  ;  and  heavy  would  be  the  charge  hereafter  againft  a  Mir 
nifter  who  (hpuld  tak^  advantages  of  the  public  apprehenfjon  (le( 
them  be  cvef  fp  well  founded)  to  carry  a  meafure  fo  contrary  tQ 
*sveiy  priqciDlc  of  equity  ^nd  prudence.     T^hf  [9  is  nothing  to  bj 
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dveaded  more  than  a  kind  6{  cant  (it  defcrves  no  better  appellation) 
wc  fometimcs  hear  on  fiich  occafions,  frcm  thofc  who  ilmuld  rcafon 
better,  ^that  the  meafure  is  very  bad  :  hut  I  do  not  like  to  oijeff  to  money 
meafures*  Government  muji  have  money.  They  muft  and  will  have 
money;  but  there  are  modes  of  getting  it  more  conffitutional  and 
better  than  thofe  propofed.  If  fuch  reafoning  as  is  alluded  to  Ihould 
become  general,  the  principal  ufe  of  an  Houfq  of  Commons  uould 
be  done  away^  and  any  houfe  or  office  might  be  fufficiem  to  rfgi'^er 
the  money  requiiitions  of  Government.  Such  rv>tions,  if  :/  ff 
ibould  prevail,  would  prove  that  we  do  not  difcriminaie,  an«i  A\f  not 
fit  to  be  trufted  with  the  public  money.  Wc  know  fron  '-t-ti- 
ence,  that  when  a  meafure,  on  examination,  has  provrd  fi.i'v  or 
inexpedient,  another  much  better  may  be  fubftituted  in  ire  ^  .ur  — 
and  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  chufe  a  worfe  than  that  now  K  <  irc-  t\mz 
Houfe.  He  was  fuppofed  by  fome  gentlemen,  little  acqiainr^'ci  wira 
country  matters,  to  be  incondftent,  when  he  ftated  that  .UJ  tcves 
(bould  be  laid  on  the  occupier,  and  that  the  pnnKhial  taxes  ulti- 
mately fall  on  the  land  :  taxes  laid  on  the  occupier  during  the  exif- 
tence  of  a  leafe,  certainly  fall  on  him  ;  but  ever)'  bf)dy  knows,  that 
when  a  man  offers  to  hire  land,  he  inquires  what  are  the  parochial 
.  and  other  taxes,  and  tythe,  and  offers  a  rent  accordingly.  He  knew 
it  was  conftantly  the  cafe,  and  that  in  a  diftri^i  round  him,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  great  weight  of  the  parochial  taxes,  the  rent  per  acre 
was  from  7s.  to  los.  including  good  .wheat  and- meadow  land. 
.However,  nobody  could  doubt  but  it  would  be  better  if  all  the  taxes 
could  be  thrown  on  the  produce,  which  certainly  was  not  the  cafe  at 
prefent ;  and  it  was  alfp  certain,  chat  hone  of  what  we  call  the  land 
taxis  thrown  upon  the  produce  or  the  confumer.  An  honourable 
Baronet  (Sir  William  Pultcney)  had  very  ably  ilated  the  fallacious 
expci^ation  that  was  held  out  by  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe, 
which,  as  he  had  not  heard  refuted,  he  (hould  not  repeat  them ;  nor 
had  there  been  any  fatisfadory  reply  to  what  hart  been  urged  againft 
the  unconfiitutional  change  of  an  annual  into  a  perpetual  tax ; 
nor  was  the.  fubftitut ion  propofed  by  any  means  fatisfadtory.  We 
could  not  dwell  too  long  on- the  mifchief  that  muft  arifefrom  taking 
fuch  a  prodigious  fum  as  that  propofed,  from  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures, commerce,  and  the  -neceffary  tranfa£lions  of  the  people. 
Already  thofe  fums  which  heretofore  were  lent  for  the  moft  ufeful 
and  neceffary  purpofcs  in  the  country,  and  which  were  the  means  of 
every  improvement,  now  found  their  way  toareadily  to  the  capital ; 
^d  our  manufadur^s,  farmers,  and  others,  inftead  of  lending 
among  themfclyes  the  money  they  could  fpare,  fcraped  together  ev/ry 
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Siurthiiig  to  fpeculate  in  th^fuiids ;  and  furely^  if  wa$  the  beft  lottbty 
that  ever  exifled :  for  at  prefent  fhey  could  make  more  than,  6  per 
cent,  of  the  money,  with  a  ^rbfped,  in  cafe  the  3  per  cents,  ihould 
rife  only  to  80,  of  a  profit  of  60L  on  every  i  ool.  they  now  lay  out ; 
and  if  that  was  not  fufficient  premium  to  maintain  the  funds,  he  did 
not  know  any  thing  that  Parliament  could  do  to  affifi  them  ;  but  he 
thought  all  interference  of  the  kind  very  improper.  He  hzi,  how- 
ever, no  expeAation  that  the  land  tax  would  be  purchafed  by  any 
means  to  the  amount  expe£led ;  but  if  only  part  ihould  be  pur- 
chafed, the  country  would  be  drained  of  money,  and  no*  benefit 
whatever  derived  from  the ,  meafure.  He  was  furprifcd  to  hear 
people  coniider  it  as  a  good  bargain  to  buy  the  land  tax  at  twenty 
years  purchafe^  efpecially  at  a  time  when  it  would  be  fo  advanta- 
geous, as  he  had  juft  dated,  to  pur^hafe  in  the  funds,.  At  any  time 
he  {hould  not  think  it  a  good  bargain  to  buy  an  unimproveable  kind 
of  quit-rent  at  that  price,  when  he  knew  it  was  poOTible,  at  a  very 
few  years  purchafe  more,  to  acquire  an  improveable  inconte,  the 
value  of  which  might  incres^  one*  half,  perhaps  double.  He  could 
not  fuppofe  that  the  owners  of  land  .generally  would  or  could  pur- 
chafe the  land  tax,  and  he  thought  that  fuch  odd  broken  furhs  would 
not  be  an  agreeable  purchafe  to  others.  Even  if  fome,  through  dif-* 
fidence  in  the  funds,  (hould  fancy  there  was  more  fccurity  in  lands, 
they  might  have  that  fccurity  as  fully  and  more  agreeably  by  lend- 
ing their  money  on  mortgage.  A  good  deal  had  been  faid  of  the 
price  of  land  having  kept  up,  notwithiltanding  the  war.  He  un- 
defftood  that  fome  few  eftates  had  fold  tolerably  well  under  parti- 
cular circumftanqes,  but  it  was  contrary  to  reafon  to  believe  that  it 
generally  did  keep  up  its  price.  Nothing  but  extreme  neceflity 
could  induce  any  man  to  think  of  felling  land  at  this  time  ;  and 
there  certainly  never  was  a  time  when  it  was  fo  difficult  to  fell  any 
thing.  It  was  very  remarkable^  that  at  a  time  of  fo  mUch  diRrefs, 
tnttead  of  a  meafure  fo  extraordinary  and  uncertain  in  its  effect,  we 
did*  not  rather  cohfider  the  propriety  of  collecting  this  tax  as  the  law 
dheCls,  which  fays^  that  it  (hould  be  laid  not  only  upon  the  land, 
*  but  on  peribnal  property,  wares,  merchandize,  ready  money,  and 
even  book  <kbts.  He  did  not  know  that  it  could  be  carried  quite 
ib  far  ^  but  it  was  well  worth  the  attention  of  Parliament  to  make 
the  tax  lefs  partial  and  more  productive.  He  concluded  by  fayingi 
that  it  was  not  wife  to  difguA,  efpecially  at  this  time,  any  part  ^ 
of  Ihe  community,  for  a  mere  fpeculation :  he  therefore  hoped 
it.  wculdy  at  loiQy  be  fufpended,  until  it  (hould  be  left  ra(h  p 
rifque  it. 


Mr.  Secretory  DUHDAS  fapportcd  the  biU,  mi  ttfirtBtd  fiwie 

furprize  that  gentlemen  (hould  be  calling  for  die  delajr  c^  a  biU,  ^ht 

c(S:ncc  of  which  was  printed  and  in  their  hands  above  m  ibftni|^ 

ago,  fi^r  the  eflence  of  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  printed  refolutions« 

He  thought  it  fttange  alio,  that  gentlemen^  who  oould  aigoe  couUf 

and  deliberately  enough  upon  moft  topics  which  came  befbie  diem, 

Oiould  mix  in  the  difcuflion  of  this  matter  a  degree  of  heat  whidi 

certainly  did  not  belong  to  it ;  for  if  any  meafure  ever  requited  a 

calm  and  temperate  difcuflion,  this  was  of  that  defcription*     People 

might  differ  in  opinion  upon  the  matter,  but  there  was  no  reaibn 

why  they  (hould  be  angry.     He  declared  he  could  fee  no  poffiUt 

objeAion  to  the  nteaftire.     The  landholder  was  under  no  dbligatiofi 

to  redeem  his  land  tax,  and  had  therefinre  no  ground  for  complaint. 

The  ^neafure,  he  thoiight,  had  a  tendency  to  raife  the  funds,  md, 

if  it  had  that  tfk&,  the  landed  gentlemen  would  receive  their  IbaM 

of  the  benefit.  -  He  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  bill  ought  turn 

to   be  read  a  fecond  time ;  if  any  delay  (hould  afterwards  be 

thought  neceffary,  there  were  feveral  (lages  in  which  that  might 

take  place. 

Mr.  T.  W.  COKE  faid,  this  calamitous  war  had  much  injured 
the  value  of  land.  Land  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  before  the 
war,  fold  at  thirty  years  purchafe,  now  it  was  reduced  to  twenty* 
five  years.  Elflates  in  the  city  of  Norwidi,  which  fold  at  twentjr 
years  purchafe,  would  now  not  bring  above  ten  years.  Their  ma- 
nufo^ures  werealmoft  ruined.  It  was  not  difficult  to  fee  that  thit 
meafure  would  be  followed  by  a  new  land  tax ;  S|nd  that  alfo  might 
be  (eld  to  make  way  for  another  impofition.  Land  in  that  cafe- 
would  not  be  worth  holding.  His  cohftituents,  the  landed  intereft 
of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  were  very  much  alarmed,  and  he  took  that 
<^portunity  of  proclaiming  it  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  this  was  unqueftionably  a  great  meafure, 
and  he  thought  the  facrifice  was  tlus :  in  converting  an'annual  into  t 
perpetual  tax ;  but  it  was  a  facrifice  which  the  landed  intereft  ou^t 
to  m^ke.  He  was  one  of  the  conftttuents  of  the  honourable  gentle* 
n^an  who  fpoke  laft ;  but  be  begged  leave  to  differ  in  opnion  from 
him  ;  .twenty-five  years  was  not  theavecage  price  of' land  in  Nor- 
folk, though  unqud!Honably  it  had  fallen  in  value  fince  the  wim^-^ 
not  long  fince  he  fold  a  fmall  piece  for  twenty«ninc  years  purchalt, 
Jjc  did  not  con&der  the  &le  of  the  land  tax  as  an  additional  bordeny. 
and,  pcrhapst  hi^  would  do  right  now  to  irttimate,  that  in  the  Cooh- 
mittee  he  ftiould  propofeaelaufe,  whidi  had  for  i(k  ohjtA  txy  pio- 
hibit  any  addidonal' lamd  U»  which  did  not  equally  affift  aU  ^cbtr 
4t&s  <^.  ftsfcxsy,. 
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-  Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faia— The  h6k  mentioned  by  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  near  me  (Mr.  Coke)  is  of  great  confequence.  You 
perceive,  Sir,  that  even  the  agitation  of  this  fubjc6l  occafions  a  de- 
creafe  in  the  value  of  land  to  the  amount  of  five  years  purchafc. 
Does  not  this  ftrongly  exemplify  what  may  be  cxpeded  after  the 
paffing  of  this  bill  ^  An  honourable  gentleman  o^pofite  to  me  (Mr. 
Buxton)  fcemed  difpofed  to  controvert  the  ftatement  of  the  honours 
able  gientleman  to  whom  I  before  alluded  ;  but  what  has  he  offered* 
nrhich  tends  to  contradiA  it?  He  fays,  that  he  himfclf  fold 
*<  a  little  bit  of  land"  a  month  ago  at  a  very  high  price.  He  allowl 
that  it  was  a  great  accommodation  for  the  purchafer,  and  this  may 
account  for  his  making  fo  good  a  bargain.  Perhaps  the  land  wasf 
fituated  by  the  fide  of  fome  canal.  It  (hould  alfo  be  conlidered, 
that  although  a  month  ago  there  was  fome  talk' out  of  doors  about 
the  falc  of  the  prefent  land  tax,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  not  then  opened  his  plan,  or  even  announced  his  delign. 

'  Now,  Sir,  for  the  motion  before  us,  which  rcquefts  no  more  than 
the  delay  of  a  fortnight.  The  right  honourable  Secretary  (Mr. 
Dundas)  contends,  that  this  bufinefs  ought  not  to  be  poftponed,  be*^ 
caufe  fufficient'timc  has  been  already  given  for  gentlemen  to  make 
themfelves  matters  of  the  plan.  True  it  is.  Sir,  that  we  have  beea 
almoft  three  weeks  in  poffeflion  of  the  printed  refolutions,  but  the' 
tttU  was  only  delivered  within  thefip  few  hours.  I  admit  that  the 
bill  contains  the  fubftance  of  the  refolutions,  but  it  contains  a  great 
deal  more.  The  printed  copy  of  the  latter  confifts  of  only  tert 
pages,  that  of  the  former  of  more  than  thirty.  The  objefl  of  the 
motiqn  is  to  gire  time  for  .the  confideration  of  the  many  claufcs 
which  are  entirely  new ;  and  what.  Sir,  can  be  more  reafonable  ? 

The  right  honourable  Secretary  next  proceeded  to  comment  upoR 
the  heat  with  which  a  noble  Lord  (Sheffield)  had  expreffed  his 
fentiments.     Is  it  hot  \f^onderful,  fays  he,  that  a  matter  of  national 
policy,  a  mere  regulation  of  finance,  which  ought  to  be  difcuffed 
with  temper  and  deliberation,  fhould  have  called   forth  fo  much 
paflion.    To  me,  Sir,  it  is  not  wonderful.     Ought  not  fome  allow- 
ance tO'be  made  for  the  warmth  of  the  country  gentlemen^  when 
It  is  confidered  how  great  an  injury  v^iU  be  done  to  them  by  the 
adoption  of  this  meafure  ?     But  the  right  honourable  Secretary  de- 
nies that  they  have  any  caufe  for  difcontent,  becaufe  an  option  ia- 
given  to  them,  whether  they  will  redeem  their  land  tax  or  not.* 
But  let  me  afk  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  is  it  no  injury  to 
them  to  have  their  land  tax,  which  before  was  annually  granted^ 
af|d  might  have  been  leiTened,  rendered  perpetual,  and  if  they  can* 
not  redeem  it  themfelves,  -offered  for  fale  to  a  third  perfcn  i     Art> 
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fhey  not  with  good  reafon  alarmed,  when  they  fee  a  bill  brought 
into  Parliament,  which,  fhould  it  paTs  into  a  law,  eftabltfhes  a  moft 
dangerous  precedent  ?  A  new  land  tax  fuccecds  the  fair  of  the 
prcfent ;  when  the  neceflities  of  the  State  require  the  funds  again  to 
be  fupported,  that  tax  is,  like  the  former,  converted  into  a  perpetuity 
and  fold  ;  and  the  fame  line  of  conduct  may  be  reiterated,  until  at 
length  Gorernment  has  laid  its  hands  upon  the  value  of  all  the  land 
in  the  kingdom.  The  meafure  now  under  difcuflion,  Sir,  is  the 
beginning  of  a  great  revolution  in  property.  When  the  right  ho- 
nourable Secretary  declares  himfelf  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  can 
be  advanced  againft  the  principle  of  this  bill,  let  hun'cAimate  the 
force  of  the  rcafon  I  have  now  urged,  and  let  him  confider,  alfo, 
the  conftitutional  objedllon,  to  which  no  fatisfadlory  reply  has  been 
given.  ' 

The  right  honourable  Secretary,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  country 
gentlemen  to  the  bill,  obferves,  that  the  proprietors  of  land  have  an 
intereft  in  railing  the  funds.  No  doubt  they  have.  Sir,  in  common 
with  every  other  defcription  of  men  ;  and  I  mud  add  in  their  be- 
half, that  they  arc  always  ready  to  contribute  their  (hare  towards  the 
fuppart  of  public  credit,  or  the  advancement  of  the  general  good. 
But  what  they  complain  of  is,  that  they  bear  the  principal  burdens 
already,  that  they  now  pay  more  than  their  proportion,  and  yet  for 
them  alone  a  heavier  prcflfure  is  prepared. 

For  fny  own  part,  Sir,  J  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke 
early  in  the  evening  (Lord  Sheffield).  If  it  Were  proper  that  an 
additional  poundage  (hould  be  laid  upon  the  hnd  (which,  however^ 
I  do  not  admit),  let  it^be  impofcd  without  interfering  with  the  pre* 
fent  tax.  Suppofe  the  landowners,  by  a  rigid  fyftem  of  economy,  to 
t!k&  the  redemption  of  the  exiting  tax,'  the  old  account  will  foon 
be  forgotten,  the  new  one  only  will  be  remembered.  The  language 
of  the  Minider  will  then  be -i- You  gentlemen  of  landed  pr(^)erty 
pgy  at  prefent  but  a  very  trifle  ;  you  furely  can  afford  to  contribute 
a  little  more  in  fupport  of  the  exigencies  of  the  State. 

I.  cannot  conclude.  Sir,  without  expreffing  a  hope  that,  both  on 
accoqntof  the  importance  of  .the  fubje£t  and  the  very  little  time 
which  this  bill  has  been  in  our  hands,  the  Houfe  will  accede  to  the 
nH>tipn  for  fo  (hort  an  interval  of  delay. 

Mr.  I.  P.  BASTARD  oppofcd  the  bill. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  difapproved  of  the  meafure  altogether,  and  faid, 
he  underAood  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,,  pledged  Parliament  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  not  pledged  Parliament  to 
adopt  any  meafure,  but  expreflcd  his  opinion  that  the  wifdom  of 
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Parlianient  would  induce  them  to  pafg  the  bill  on  account  of  the  fo* 
lidity  of  the  arguments  in  its  favour,  and  the  futility  of  the  objcc* 
tions  which  were  made  againil  it.  With  regard, to  the  economifing 
fyftcm  of  gentlemen  who  wiflicd  to  fell  the  foreft  landsj  he  jiad  to. 
obfervc,  that  in  the  manner  firft  propofed  they  would  yield 
6oo,oool. ;  whereas  by  the  arrangements  now  made  by  Govern- 
ment  they  would  produce  400,0001.  annually. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  fpoke  againft,  and  Mr.  WILBERFORCE 
in  favour  of  the  bill ;  after  which  the  Hbufe  divided,  when  the 
numbers  were. 

For  Mn  JollifFe's  amcndnlent,      -     38 
Againft  it,  -  -  -'         153 

Majority,     - —115 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  propofed  that  it  (bould  be  committed  on 
Wednefday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  wifticd  to  have  it  deferred  till  Friday  ;  but  after 
fome  obfervation  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  was  carried. 

'  Sir  W.  W.  WYNNE  confidered  the  fubjedl  to  be  of  fuch  im- 
portance, that  he  moved  for  the  Houfe  to  be  called  over  on  Wednef- 
day fe'nnif^ht,  when  the  bill  was  to  be  confidered. 

Mr-  BUXTON  obfcrvcd,  that  a  call  at  the  time  propofed 
would  be  highly  inconvenient  to  gentlemen  on  military  duties. 

On  ttie  queftion  being  put,  the  motion  was  negatived. 


Ltjis  of  the  Minority  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Land-Tax  Redemf^ 

tion  BilL 


G.  Barclay,  Bridport. 
J,  p.  Baftard,  Dcvonfliirc. 
J.  Blackburne,  Lancafiiire. 
Hon.  P.  Bouverie,  Northampton. 
T.  W,  Coke,  Norfolk. 
John  Dcnifon,  Wottooi  Baffctt. 
F.  Dickena,  Northamptonihtre. 
W.  Egerton,  NewcafUe- under- 

lime. 
John  Harrifon,  Thctford, 
Sir  G.  Hcathcote,   LincolnfliiTc. 
R  Hobhoufc,   Blctciungley. 
H.  Howard »   Glouceftcr;' 
"^MJuifcyi  Neiar  Sarum. 


T.  Jones,  Denbigh. 

T.  Kemp,  Lewes. 

J.  Langfton,  Minehead. 

W.  G.  Langton,  Somerictfliirt* 

Sir  W.  Lemon,  Cornwall. 

F.  Lloyd,  MontgomcryAire. 

W.  Lygon,  Worccflferfhife. 

J.  Martin,  Tewkcftury. 

Lord  Milford,  Pembrokeftire. 

Sir  W.  Milner,  Yoik. 

j*  Nicholls,  Tregony.  ' 

D.  North,  Banbury. 

L.  Palk,  Devonfhirc. 

W.  Plumcr,  Hcrtfordflnr^ 
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G.  Porter,  Stockbridge. 

Sir  W.  Pultcncy,  Shrcwibury. 

P.  Rafhieigh,   Fowcy. 

Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  Ncwcaftlc- 

upon-Tyne. 
Lord  J.  Raflcll,  Taviflock. 
Lord  W.  Ruffcll,  Surry. 


Lord  Sheffield,  Briftol. 

Sir   Q.    Shuckburgh-Evelyiii 

Warwickihire, 
Sir  J.  Sinclair,  Petersfield. 
George  Ticrncy,  Southwark. 
R,  Vyncr,  Lincolnfhire. 


TELLERS, 

W.  Jolliffc,  Petersfield ; 
And  the  honourable  Evelyn  Pierrcppmt,  Nottinghamfhire. 


s   HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuefday^  April  24. 

The  Hoofe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  upon  Twif- 
tleton*s  divorce  bill,  Lord  WALSINGHAM  in  the  chair^ 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  adhered  to  his  former  opinion,  that, 
fliould  there  hereafter  happen  a  claim  through  this  family  to  the  title 
of  Say  and  Sele,  the  circumftance  of  one  child  being  mentioned, 
might  be  ground  for  ferious  difputes  :  he  therefore  moved,  "  That 
i^itneffes  be  called  to  the  bar  to  fubftantiate  the  legitimacy  of  the 
Other  child." 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  oppofed  it,  upon  the  principle 
that  fuch  examination  landing  upon  the  journals  of  the  Houfe, 
"^rould  be  the  moft  likely  to  produce  that  which  the  noble  Duke 
Virifhed  to  avoid. 

The  Biflhop  of  ROC  HESTER,  very  fliortly  fupported  the  opi- 
nion of  the  noble  Duke,  and  thought  that  the  mentioning  of  one 
child  made  it  Aeceflary. 

The  Houfc  divided  upon  the  Duke*s  motion,  where  there  ap- 
peared: Contents,   2;  Non-contents,   a. 

Lord  Walfingham  gave  the  cafting  vote  againft  the  Dike's  mo* 
tion  ;  after  which  the  bill  went  through  the  Committee. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuefdayy  April  24. 

The  Houfc  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Alien  BHl, 
Mr.  HOBART  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  remarked  on  the  vulgar  pre- 
judiccs  againft  which  gentlemen  ought  to  guard  on  a  fubje£t  of  this 
nature.     Thus  there  was  a  fort  of  prevalent  error  concerning  every 
foreigner,  that  he  muft  be  a  Frenchman,  and  concerning  every 
Frenchman,  that  he  muft  be  an  Emigrant ;  thus  it  had  been  ftated 
to  that  efFedt  in  the  Houfc  concerning  a  perfon  apprehended,  who,  it 
appeared,  was  neither  a  Frenchman  nor  an  Emigrant,  and,  as  it 
turned  out,  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  crime.     This  was  a  reafon 
why  the  Committee  (hould  be  cautious  how  they 'confounded  the 
innocent  with  the  guilty.     There  were  other  miftaken  opinions  en- 
tertained, and,  he  feared,  gaining  ground  in  this  country  !  thus  fomc 
were  apt  to  fee  in  Emigrants  nothing  but  that  of  perfons  coming  into 
this  country  in  diftrefs ;  and  fimply  in  this  view,  it  was  furcly  no 
light  matter  to  expel  perfons  merely  becaufe  they  were  diftreffed,  nor  , 
from  mere  furmifes  or  fancied  apprehenfions  of  danger.     The  body 
of  French  Emigrants  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  confidered  as  con- 
fifting  of  men,  many  of  whom  had  made  great  facrifices  for  their 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  their  antient  Government  \  many  of  them 
the  refpeflable  reprcfentatives  of  ail  that  remained  of  the  clergy,  no- 
bility, magiRracy,  and  proprietary  of  the  land.     They  had  a  claim 
to  be  confidered,  not  merely  as  fuflfering  individuals,  but  alfo  in  their 
colledive  and    feprefentative  capacity,   which  made  them  of  ftill 
greater  confequence.     He    wai   afraid   there  were   many  in  this 
country,  who,  in  the  days  of  the  profperity  of  fuch  perfons,  would 
have  been  ambitious  to  have  been  intioduced  to,  and  cordially  re- 
ceived by  them,  now  forgot  all  this,  and  viewed  theft  fame  indi- 
viduals merely  as  perfons  in  reduced  circumftances.    He  was  happy, 
however,  to  fay,  that  this  treatment  and  ^  cold  behaviour  was  not 
univerfal.     To  the  hbnour  of  the  fex  he  muft  remark,  that  ladies  of 
the  Brft  rank,  charaflcr,  and  refpeflabih'y  in  thks  country,  had  fliewn 
their  fympathy  and  liberality  towards  thofc  of  their  own  fex,  who 
in  France  had  feen  better  days.     He  thought  the  country  bound 
not  upon  light  grounds  to  withhold  that  afylum  and  aftiftance  they 
had  hitherto  received  from  this  country ;  for  what  would  this  be 
doing  but  to  put  them  in  a  worfe  iituation  than  if  they  had  never 
been  taken  under  our  protedion  ?     Thofe  nvho  wifhed  the  expul- 
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Tkhi  of  the  Emigrants,  did  fo  from  an  apprehenGon  of  danger  to  this 
country.  For  his  part,  he  could  entertain  little  or  no  apprehenGon  of 
danger  from  this  quarter,  for  of  the  Emigrants,  about  one  half  were 
Priefts,  beGdes  women  and  children ;  the  remaining  number  was 
inconGd9rable.  A  common  prejudice  was  entertained  againft  them, 
becaufe  they  preferred  France  to  this  country,  and  their  antient 
Conditution  to  our  own :  but  this,  in  his  opinion,  was  noobjedtion 
to  them.  It  would,  indeed,  be  extraordinary  if  the  cafe  were  other- 
wife,  as  well  as  unreafonable  to  require  of  them  to  facriGce  all  their 
antient  opinions  and  prejudices^  or  to.expedt  that  a  Frenchman,  for 
the  allowarxe  of  a  (billing  a  day,  would  facrifke  what  he  conGdered 
his  birth-right,  for  a  mefs  of  pottage.  But  though  it  was  not  to  be 
expedted  of  them  that  they  (hould  prefer  this  country  to  their  own, 
yet  no  inference  could  be  deduced  from  this  why  they  (hould  forfeit 
the  conBdencc,  liberality,  and  humanity  of  the  Nation  and  Parlia- 
ment P  We  certainly  had  a  right  to  expert  that  they  would  not  be- 
tray or  fell  the  country  which  (hMtered  them  ;  that  they  (hould  not 
take  part  with  thofe  who  at  prefent  were  out:  enemies,  fOppoGng  that 
they  did  not  co-operate  with  us. 

He  would  a(k,  what  inftances  could  be  produced,  during  the  long 
period  of  the  prefent  war,  of  thefe  Emigrants  proving  untrue,  or 
betraying  v^hatever  truft  had  been  repofed  in  them  i  They  had 
been  truded  upon  fome  occaGons,  nece(rarily,  and  pretty  highly. 
They  compofed  a  part  of  the  army  of  the  Duke  of  Yoxk  upon  the 
Continent.  Had  they  proved  betrayers  of  their  truft  then,  or  been 
deficient  in  their  duty  ?  Were  the  corps  of  Rohan,  of  LaChatre, 
of  Montelcmbert,  &c.  falfc  to  their  employers  ?  In  the  army  of 
the  Prince  of  Conde  whole  ranks,  were  to  be  found  compofed  of 
perfons  who  had  been  loaded  with  honours  for  fervices  done  their 
own  or  other  countries  ;  the  army  of  the  Auftrians  had  been  favcd 
by  the  cxertibns  of  this  corps,  who  had  many  of  them  gallantly 
fallen  whilft  defending  their  allies.  After  alluding  to  the  unfortu- 
nate affair  of  Quiberon,  which. he  conGdered  to  have  fuffered  by 
furprize  rather  than  by  treachery,  he  proceeded  to  notice  a.  qucftion  , 
that  was  fometimes  a(ked,  as  alluding  to  the  Emigrants,  namely, 
were  there  iiot  fpics  .in  this  country  ?  He  would  anfwer  by  faying, 
there  were  juft  as  many  as  the  Directory  of  France  chofe  to  employ. 
Nor,  if  inftances  of  this  fort  (hould  be  found  amongft  the  Emi- 
grants, would  it  be  any  matter  of  furprize.  There  were  alfo 
traitors  in  this  country ;  but  would  it  be  judi  Gable  on  this  account 
to  profcribea  wbcde  body  of  men  who  had  been  taken  under  the  pror 
tefiion  of  this  country,  and  who  had  not  abufed  the  confidence  re* 
po&d  in  them  ?     But  it  might  be  queftioned,  whether,  in  cafe  of 
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danger  from)  a  fucccfsful  landing  of  the  enemy,  they  might  not  wiflt 
to  fave  their  own  lives  by  joining  the  enemy  ?  He  would  only  fay, 
this  was  a  trial  thev  had  not  been  called  to  ;  but  in  limilar  inftance^ 
in  other  countries,  they  had  ftiewn  their  regard  to  their  honour  ta 
be  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  rhat  of  their  lives.  Many  of  them 
had  preferred  the  calls  of  duty  and  of  honour  to  every  other  con- 
fideration. 

if  this  bill,  were  intended  merely  as  a  prevention  to  guard  agatnf^ 
any  machinations  that  might  be  formed  to  our  prejudice  by  any  of 
the  Emigrants,  he  could  not  obje<S  to  it ;  and  he  knew  that  it  was  . 
the  wilh  of  thofc  Emigrants  whom  he  had  been  fpeaking  of,  that 
great  diftinf^ions  (hould  be  made,  that  the  wheat  (bould  be  win- 
nowed  from  the  chaff,  and  the  Government  of  the  country  have  the 
means  of  expelling  unworthy  chara^lers.  A  pernicious  fpirit  had 
gone  abroad,  which,  as  it  would  lead  to  palpable  injuftice  towards  the 
Emigrants,  (hould  be  combated.  Was  it  a  reafon,  becaufc  they  had 
been  driven  from  every  country  of  Europe  where  the  French  arms 
had  gained  influence,  and  on  account  of  their  hoftility  to  the  prefent 
French  Government,  that  they  (hould  alfo  be  driven  from  this 
country  ?  &>me  worthlefs  charatSers  might  be  found  amongft  the 
Emigrants,  as  was  the  cafe  in  every  community  ;  but  'this  did  not 
extend  to  the  general  body,  in  many  of  whom  (he  mpznX  the  French 
nobility)  he  could  place  all  polTible  confidence  with  regard  to  his 
own  life,  an^what  he  did  not  value  lefs,  the  fafety  and  honour  of 
his  country.  Mr.  Windham  infiftcd  that  the  body  of  Emigrants 
were  entiiled  to  the  protedion  and  favour  of  this  country.  It  would 
be  fetting  a  mofl  dangerous  example  to  hold  up  this  to  view,  that 
thofe  who  had  remained  faithful  to  the  conftitution  of  their  countiy, 
ihould  be  difcarded  and  expelled  ;  nor  did  it  become  the  wifdom 
and  prudence  of  that  Houfe  to  give  countenance  to  the  impreffion, 
that  in  cafe  of  an  invafion,  the  French  Emigrants  would  turn 
upon  their  bcnefodiors.  Were  this  impreflTion  to  gain  ground, 
it  might  endanger  the  fafety  and  lives  of  this  unfortunate  dcfcription 
of  perfons* 

Mr.  TIERNEY  fpoke  nearly  as  follows :— •The  right  honomr- 
able  Secretary  having  thought  proper,  in  thecourfc  of  his  fpeech,  to 
allude  to  a  declaration  made  by  me  a  few  days  ago,  I  mu(^  beg  leave 
to*  trouble  the  Hbufe  with  a  (hort  explanation  on  that  <bbjcft, 
I  muft  confefs  I  fhould  have  expe6!ed,  that  when  perfon*  entertain- 
ing oppofite  opinions  to  Minifters  cordially  joined  them  in  a  moment 
of  danger  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  that  thofe  perfotts  would  be 
candidly  dealt  by,  and  juftice  done  to  the  motives  by  which'  they 
were  abated.     Such  would  have  beeti  the  feelings  and  the  conduct 
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of  MiniftcrSi  were  thejrretUy  more  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  th^r 
country  than  for  the  prefervation  of  their  places.     The  right  he 
nourable  gentleman,  however,  in  alluding  to  the  fupport  which  I 
hav&  given,  has  done  me  a  kindnefs  without  intending  it :  he  ha« 
given  me  an  opportunity  of  explaining  myfelf  upon  a  fubje^  wicii 
regard  to  which  I  have  been  much  mifreprefented.    I  do  regret  that 
there  {lio,uld  have  been  any  mifconception  to  occaiton  this  mifrepre^* 
fentation  ;  but  I  am  far  from  regretting  the  vote  I  have  given:  I 
gave  it  honcftly  and  confcientioufly.    I  will  be  judged  by  the  Publia 
for  my  adtions  here ;  and  when  thefe  adlions  are  fairly  reprefcnted, 
I  am  ready  to  Aand  or  fall  by  that  decillon.     It  was  with  an  im- 
preflion  of  this  kind  on  my  mind  that  I  voted  for  the  fufpeniion  of 
the  Habcas-Corpus  A<ft.      Under  any  other  Admi nitration  than  the 
prefent,  a  meflgge  from  the  Throne,  aflerting  that  there  was  treafon 
in  the  coiintry,  would  certainly  have  been  entitled  to  thefuUeft  be* 
lief  of  the  Houfe,  and  mod  men  would  have  hedtatcd  before  they 
doubted  the  truth  of  it :  but  he  muft  rec611e<5l  that  the  fame  things 
was  aflertcd  once  before,  though,  after  a  legal  inveAigation,  no  trea- 
fon  was  found  to  exif^.      It  appeared  to  n^e,  that  Adminiflratioo 
would  be  very  cautious  in  doing  fo  a  fecond  time,  and  I  gave  them 
my  vote — not  wiftiing,  however,  to  ftrengthen  the  prefent  Admi- 
nitration,  but  the  Executive  Government,  at  a  time  when  I  thought 
it  necefiary  it  fhould  be  (Irengthened.     It  is  true,    I  might  have 
avoided  voting  at  all   upon  that  occafion ;  but  I  really  wi(hed  to 
pvc-  my  fupport  to  Government  when  I  thought  my  duty  to  my 
country  required  me- to  do  fo.      I  was  only  defirous  to  fee  how  I. 
could  do  it  with  moft  comfort  to  myfelf.     I  muft  confefs,  I  felt  an 
anxiety  tofeek  for  arguments  to  cxcufc  the  giving  of  this  fuppoit, 
rather  than  a  foliciwde  to  evade  it.     There  docs  appear  to  be  a 
confiderable  difference  between  this  cafe  and  tl^e  laft.     Here  it  did 
appear  that  a  Qrand  Jury  of  the  country  thought  there  was  ground 
for  fufpe<Sling  there  was  in  it  a  traitorous  correfpondence  ;  and  as  I 
thought  that  Adminiftration  had  no  influence  over  a  Jury,  I  thopght 
I  was  called  upon  to  vute  upon  the  flrength  of  that  verdidt.    I  And, 
^  however^  that  many  pcrfons  are  diflatisfied  with  that  opinion  of 
mine.      I  may  have  been  wrong  ;  but  I  am  anxious  to  have  it  un- 
dcrftood  that  I  afted  honeftly  and  independently.      I  ftill,  however, . 
think  there  is  a  difference  between  the  condufl  of  Minifters  and 
their  adherents,  and  that  of  a  body  of  gentlemen  who  arc  not,  as  I 
conceive,   under  any  miniftcrial   influence.     This  was  my  rcafon 
for  voting  as  I  did.      It  may  have  been  a  weak — it  may  have  been  . 
a  foolifli  re^fon  :  but  it  was  an  honed  one.      It  is  its  integrity,  not^ 
its  foundn^s^  that  I  am  defirous  of  defending. 
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In  (Tonfequencc,  however,  of  the  vote  I  have  given,  the  right  ho- 
nourable Secretary  has  thought  proper  to  affert,  "  that  I  am  at  laft 
fatisfied  there  afe  traitors  in  this  country^'*    Now  I  really  think,  that 
of  ^11  the  inhuman  and  cruel  conduit  I  ever  witneffed,   this  of  the 
jight  honourable  gentleman  was  the  moft  marked  with  inh^jmanity 
and  cruelty.     It  is  peculiarly  inhuman  to  one  of  the  gentlemen  now 
confined  under  a  charge  of  high  treafon  and  to  myfclf:   I  mean 
Mr.  O'Connor.      I  have  long  lived  in  habits  of  friendship  with 
that  gentleman  ;  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  avow  ing  that  I  am 
liill  his  friend.     I  declare  that  I  never  met  with  a  man  of  more 
.  intelligence,  or  more  amiable  manners,   in  the  courfe  of  my  life. 
In  all  the  converfations  I  ever  had  with  him,  I  found  nothing  in 
him  that  was  not  friendly  to  the  Conftitution  of  this  country.    Per-"^ 
haps,  by  what  I  am  now  faying,  X  may  raife  a  cry  againft  myfelf ; 
but  I  do  declare,  that  his  political  notions  were  always  confonant  to 
-    my  own ;  and  until  thofe  fliall  be  proved  to  be  traitorous,  I  have  a 
right  to  fuppofe  that  Mr.  O'Connor  is  innocent.      I  hope  I  (hall 
always  have  reafon  to  look  back  to  the  friend(hip  which  has  fubfifted 
between  Mr.  O^Connor  arid  myfelf  with  pride  ;  bqt,  indeed,  were 
he  proved  a  traitor,  I  (hould  have  reafon  to  look  back  to  it  with  re- 
gret and  fhame.     Let  not,  th^n,  the  Secretary  at  War  fay,  that  I 
am  fatisfied  that  gentleman  is  a  traitor  to  his  country,      I  ar^  fur- 
prized  he  (hould  have  fo  mifuiid^rftood  the  reafon  I  gave  for  my 
vote  the  othet  night.     All  I  faid  was,  that  a  body  of  geritlemen, 
upon  their  oath,  had  declared  there  were  grounds  for  a  fufpicion  of 
traitorous  proceedings. 

If  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  his  overflowing  kindnefs 
for  the  French,  had  had  a  little  to  fpare  for  his  own  countrymen,  he 
would  not  have  made  ufe  of  fo  cruel  an  expreffion.  It  would,  j)er- 
haps,  have  been  as  well,  that  inftead  of  pronouncing  a  panegyric  on 
the  old  Government  of  France,  he  had  pra6lifed  fome  of  that  hu- 
manity which  the  fpirit  of  old  Engli(h  Laws  and  the  Old  Engli(h 
Conftitution  are  calculated  to  infpire.*  He  has,  however,  broadly 
ftated,  that  I  am  fatisfied  the  perfon  alluded  to  is  a  traitor.  To  this 
I  can  only  reply,  that  nothing  (hort  of  the  dccifion  of  a  Jury  (hall 
make  me  think  him  fo.  I  am  in  the  ha^it  of  refpeding  the  verdift 
of  a  Jury  ;  and  though  I  (hould  have  reafon  to  regret  my  friend- 
ffiip,  I  will  bow  to  their  opinion.  If  there  be  a  mart, 'however, 
whom  I  cannot  think  a  traitor,  it  is  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor.  Should 
he  be  acquitted,  it  will  be  one  of  the  happieft  moments  of  my  life, 
and  I  (hall  renew  our  acquaintance  with  the  greateft  fatisfadion  and 
pleafure — though,  perhaps,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
then  conlider  him  as  nothing  more  than  an  acquitted  felon. 
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I  aiTure  the  Houfe  I  never  had  a  more  painful  duty  to  perform 
than  that  of  voting  on  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas- Corpus  A£t. 
Nothing  but  the  conlideration  that  it  was  really  a  duty  could  have 
enabled  me  to  execute  it ;  and  I  leave  it  to  the  Committee  to  judge, 
whether  it  be  manly  condudl  for  a  Minifler  to  purfue,  to  make  that  a 
taunt  and  reproach  to  me  which  was  meant  as  a  fupport  to  Govern- 
ment in  the  hour  of  danger  ?  I  muft,  however,  deprecate  that  any 
man  (hould  for  a  moment  believe,  that  I  ever  fo  far  forgot  the  mild 
genius  of  the  Br|tifti  Conflitution,  and  the  diity  I  owe  to  fociety,  or 
that  t  (hould  be  fo  callous  to  the  feelings  of  private  friend(hip,  as  to 
admit  a  particular  friend  under  confinement  to  be  a  traitor  before  he 
was  put  upon  his  trial  and  really  proved  to  be  fo. 

With  refped  to  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas-Corpus  ASt,  I  muft 
fay,  that  when  I  voted  for  that  meafure,  I  did  truft  that  it  would  be 
executed  mildly.  There  was  one  cafe,  however,  conne£led  with 
that  fufpenfion,  which  certainly  fhould  be  inquired  into  at  a  proper 
time.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  moft  unjuft  and  unfeeling 
acls  that  any  Government  ever  was  guilty  of  ^  and  it  certainly  would 
appear  in  the  fame  light  to  every  other  perfon,  unlefs  an  inveftiga- 
tion  (hould  prove  it  to  have  been  indifpenfably  neceflary.  I  allude  to 
Mr.  Roger  O'Connor,  the  brother  of  Mr.  Authur  O'Connor,  whp 
had  been  confined  for  fcven  months  in  Cork,  and,  when  brought  to 
trial,  not  one  witnefs  of  any  kind  whatever  was  adduced  again(^  him. 
If  the  account  in  the  hewfpapers  be  right,  and  I  have  no  other  fource 
of  information,  the  learned  Judge  who  prefided  on  that  occafion  la- 
mented that  no  evidence  was  produced  againft  the  prifoner.  Thank 
God  I  we  have  no  fuch  Judges  in  England — none  who  would  la- 
ment that  a  fellow-creature  had  not  been  convifled.  We  have  no 
Judge  in  this  country  capable  of  uttering  fo  favage  a  fentiment. 
When  this  unfortunate  gentleman,  however,  was  difcharged,  he 
haftencd  eagerly  to  fee  his  brother  

[Here  Mr.  Tierney  was  called  to  order]. 

I  own  I  am  not  fpeaking  ftriflly  to.  the  queftion  now  before  the 
Committee  ;  but  what  I  fay  grows  out  of  what  was  faid  by  the  Se- 
cretary at  War.  The  error,  if  there  be  any,  was  allowing  me  to  go 
into  the  explanation  ;  it  woffld  be  rather  unjuA  to  Aop  me  now. 
This  gentleman  came  here  from  Ireland  ;  and,  inilead  of  coming 
by  ftealth,  be  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  ftating  his  in- 
tentions, and  requeftifig  permifTion  to  fee  his  brother  ;  he  was  taken 
up,  although  he  had  juft  been  acquit^. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid — I  call'  to  order.  I  did  not  do  it 
fooner,  although,  by  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  admifiiion,  I 
might  have  done  fo  with  propriety,  becaufe  he  feemcd  to  be  cx- 
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plaining  for  himfelf  a  part  of  his  conduct  upon  a  former  occafion. 
My  res^fon  for  ftopping  him  now  is,  that  he  is  making  a  fiatement 
which  is  connected  with  a  caufe  now  pending  in  a  Court  of  JuAictf, 
and  which  now  Aands  for  trial.  .  In  his  proceeding  thus,  he  muft 
do  one  of  two  things  ;  either  he  muft  make  a  falfe  imprelTion  upon 
the  public,  and  prejudice  the  public  mind  againft  the  profecution— - 
or  compel  Minifters  to  difclofe  that  which  may  make  a  falfe  impreffion, 
and  create  a  prejudice  againft  thofe  who  arc  charged.  It  is  therefore • 
impoffible  to  go  on  with  this  difcuflion  with  propriety.  I  will  not 
fay  one  word  on  the  cafe  of  the  brother  of  Mr.  O'Connor,  except 
that  what  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  have  done  with  regard  to  him 
was  done  on  the  ground  of  their  public  duty  ;  and  they  would  have 
been  falfe  to  their  country,  if  th'ey  had  adled  otherwife  than  they 
did.  But  there  was  one  part  of  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman which  demands  notice.  He  talks  of  a  faVage  language  be- 
ing held  by  a  learned  Judge  in  Ireland  ;  and  t^iis  at  a  time  when 
peithcr  any  Judge,  nor  any  Juryman,  can  perform  his  duty  in  the 
adminiftration  of  the  law  without  imminent  hazard  of  his  life  :  he 
faid,  it  was  favage  in  the  Judge  to  fay  he  lamented  that  no  evidence 
was  called  for  the  profecution.  That  is  not  a  corrccS  ftatement. 
The  ftatement  was  this — **  That  it  would  have  given  hirifi  more 
fatisfaflion,  if  Mr.  O'Connor  had  been  pronounccd^nocent^^i  a 
full  trial  of  the  merits  of  the  cafe,  inflead  of  there  being  no  i^ffi^ 
called."  What  there  was  in  this  that  deferves  to  be  called  inhu- 
man, unfeeling,  or  inconfiftent  with  the  charadler  of  a  Judge,  or  of 
the  rules  of  law,  either  of  England  or  of  Ireland,  I  'do  not  know. 
I  am  fure  that  honourable  gentleman  will,  upon  a  little  reflcflion, 
fee  the  impropriety  of  thefe  harfti  epithets  againft  a  grave  chara^er 
who  is  placed  in  an  arduous  fituation  to.adminifter  jufticc." 

Mr.  TIERNEY.  t  will  retraft  what  I  have  faid  againft  the 
learned  Judge,  if  the  feds  arc  as  the  Minifter  now  ftates  them*  I 
know  nothing  of  the  cafe  but  what  appears  in  the  newfpapers. 
Whether  the  ftatement  be  fight  or  not,  I  know  not ;  but,  if  the 
Minifter*s  ftatement  be  corred^,  I  will  retraft  what  I  have  faid  u{)on 
that  fubjedt.  If  my  own  be  correS,  I  will  not  retra^  one  word. 
This^  however,  is  a  fubjecS  which  ought  to  be  inquired  into.  I  muft 
iay  again,  I  thought  it  harfti  to  preclude  a  man  from  feeing  his  bro- 
ther under  confinement.  T  do  not  aik  for  any  rcafon  for  that  now  ; 
but  hereafter  I  fliall  do  fo. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid  the  honourable  gentleman 
feemed  inclined  to  have  taken  occafion  for  ftating  what  he  had  done, 
whether  any  opportunity  had  been  afforded  him  or  not.  For  his 
bamnYCXM  hp  really  had  thought  that  he  had  not  ftated 
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any  opinion  upon  the  (uhjcSt  alluded  to,  either  one  way  or  tha 
other. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  fpoke  in  explanation. 

Mr.  BURROW  faid,  if  the  qonverfation  relative  to  Mr.  O'Con- 
nor  was  perfevered  in,  he  Ihould  Se  under  the  neceflity  of  leaving 
the  Houfe,  as  he  was  fummoncd  on  his  Jury. 

Lord  MALDEN  (aid,  the  number  of  Emigrants  at  prefent  in 
the  metropolis  was  computed  at  four  thoufand  nine  hundred,  of 
which  there  were  nine  hundred  in  the  Pariih  of  St.  James's,  and  he 
thought  prudence  requnred  that  they  Ihould  be  removed  a  cer^n- 
diftance  from  the  capital. 

Mr.  JONES  faid,  he  had  much  to  fay  upon  the  fubjedl,  but  the 
introdudion  of  Mr.  O'Connor's  name  had  put  it  out  of  his  head. 
When  he  iirft  mentioned  this  fubjed,  it  was  on  the  report  of  a 
Frenchman  being  taken  up  who  was  poiTeiTed  of  a  quantity  of  con- 
cealed arm's,  and  this  circumAance  awakened  him  to  the  danger.  He 
difputed  Mr.  Windham's  proportion,  that  the  Emigrants  were  to 
be  confidered  as  the  French  nation,  though  he  was  ready  to  do  juf- 
tice  to  the  regiment  of  La  Chatre^and  others ;  yet  when  Mr. 
Windham  owned  that  even  among  his  own  French  friends  there 
might  be  fome  liable  to  treachery  and  corruption,  it  was  plain  that 
very  few  of  them  could  be  truAed.  As  to  the  Quiberon  expedi- 
tion, the  lefs  that  fliould  be  faid  of  it,  the  better ;  it  yet  remained  a 
fubjed  of  inquiry  ;  but  no  man  was  more  difpofed  to  extol  the  he- 
roic conduA  of  the  unfortunate  Sombfeuil  than  he  was.  The  lofs 
of  fuch  a  man  could  not  be^too  much  lamented-^**  extirtSius  amU" 
httur  idem.*^  If  Mr.  Windham  had  thofe  fufpicions  which  he  Aated 
of  the  Emigrants,  why  did  he  keep  them  ?  He  (Mr.  Jones)  did  not 
underftand  the  French  language,  and  therefore  could  not  be  fuppofed 
to  converfe  much  with  Frenchmen ;  but  Hill  fome  of  themfelves 
had  told  there  was  danger  in  the  number  of  their  countrymen  at 
prefent  in  the  kingdom.  ^  [Perceiving  fome  Members  laugh  while 
he  was  fpeaking,  he  faid].  Gentlemen  might  laugh,  but  there  was 
no  joke  in  it.  If  the  Emigrants  had  not  intrigued  in  Switzerland^ 
there  would  have  been  no  Revolution  in  that  country.  It  was  not 
-a  fubje^  to  be  treated  with  levity  ;  and  the  country  would  do  well 
to  avoid  the  fituation  of  having,  one  of  thofe  days,  to  (ay«— 

"■  ■  '■  Eje^os  litore  EgenteSf 


Exeipiy  it  rfgni  dtmens  in  parte  bcavl** 

After  all,  he  did  not  mean  a  fweeping  meafpre  to  fend  away  all  the 
Emigrants,  but  would  recommend  difcrimination,  to  feparate  the 
£cx)d  from  the  bad. 

.        Ha 
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Mr-  jEFFERYS  (of  Coventry)  faid,  knowing  a  good  deal  of  the 
charadpk'  and  condud  of  many  of  the  French  EmigrantSi  it  was  hi$ 
intention  to  have  a^ivanced  a  few  words  in  their  favour ;  but  they 
had  found  fo  able  an  advocate  in  the  right  honourable  Secretary  at 
War,  as  to  rcndei'  any  thing  from  him  fupcrfluous.  As  he  was  not 
much  in  the  habit  pf  commending  the  meafures  of  Adminiftrationy 
he  trufted,  when  he  did  fo,  however  his  judgement  might  be  called 
in  queftion^  his  fincerity  would  not  be  doubted  ;  and  he  had  no  he- 
fitation  in  faying,  that  if  the  moft  fanguinc  admirer  of  the  prefcnt 
Minifters  was  defired  to  name  a  point  of  their  conduft  more  enti- 
tled to  praife  than  another,  he  would  fay  it  was  for  the  humane  and 
generous  treatment  they  had  given  to  the  unfortunate  French  Emi- 
grants, and  for  their  prudent  care  and  precaution  that  the  generofity 
and  humanity  of  the  country  (hould  be  impofcd  upon  as  little  as  pof- 
iSblc  to  the  detriment  of  the  State.    . 

Mr.  ISAAC  H.  BROWNE  differed  with  Mr.  Jones;   he 
thought  that  human  ns^ture,  inftead  of  inducing  the  Emigrants  to 
,    join  their  countrymen,   from   whom, they  had  fufiered  fo  much, 
would  lead  them  the  contrary  way. 

.  Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  he  had  received  a  variety 
of  communications  from  Frenchmen  themfelves  upon  the  neceffity 
of  farther  regulations  with  refpe6l  to  the  admiffion  of  aliens  into  this 
country.  At  prefent  the  captains  of  (hips  were  at  liberty,  on  giving 
a  lift  of  their  paffengers,  to  land  them  in  our  ports,  although  they 
might  be  improper  perfons,  who  mi^ht  do  mifchief  before  the  laws 
could  be  put  in  force  againft  them.  To  prevent,  then,  a  number 
of  men  froip  being  thus  thrown  upon  the  country,  he  faid  it  was  hi? 
intention  to  introduce  9  claufe,  requiring  that  the  captains  and  maf- 
ters  of  veflels  (hould  have  fome  paffport,  in  the  nature  of  a  permit 
iFor  goods,  before  they  (hould  be  entitkd  to  land  them. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  objeftcd  to  the  preamble  of  the  bill  ;  he 
thought  it  was  unworthy  the  dignity  pf  fo  magnanimous  a  nation  a$ 
this,  to  ufc  the  bawjing  language  of  a  petulant  fi(hwoman.  If  the 
a(rertion  contained  in  the  preamble  were  even  true,  (iill  he  faw  no 
rcafon  why  it  (hould  begin  an  adl  of  Parliament.  He  thought  it 
'  wpuld  have  been  fufficicnt  to  have  obferved  that  the  protection  af- 
forded to  the  French  Emigrants  had  been  much  abufed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PJTT  thought  it  right  to-  diftingui(h  cxprefsly 

between  the  Frenchmen  who  would  protcft,  and  thofe  who  were 

preparing  to  inyade  our  country,  religion,  laws,  and  Conftitution. 

He  yviihcd  to  know  what  were  the  expreflfions  objedted  to.     W?? 

*  that  the  preamble  (tated  proteSion  to  be  afforded  to  Frenchmer^ 

ing  from  f  *  Cppreffion  and  Tyranny  J*^  and  was  there  any  0^1; 
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who  would  fcruple  to  apply  thefe  tenns  to  the  rdgn  of  Roberfpiene, 
for  inihnce  ?  If  we  could  not  venture  to  fpciik  of  things  in  appro* 
priate  language,  there  was  an  end  of  our  independence;  and  he 
hoped  never  to  fee  the  day  when,  aAing  from  worthy  motives,  we 
held  ourfelves  unmorthy  to  avow  them. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  the  man  who  on  fuch 
an  occafion  would  heiitate  or  be  afraid  to  employ  fuch  expreflionk  as 
would  beft  defcribe  the  perfecution  from  which  the  Emigrants  fled, 
}  hold  to  be  unworthy  of  the  chara£ler  of  an  Englifliman.  Is  there 
any  thing  untrue  in  the  language  alluded  to  ?'  Does  not  the  French 
nation  itfelf  allow  it  ?  And  is  there  any  perfon  who  will  pretend 
to  deny  it  ?  It  is  imppffible  that  it  could  give  offence  to  France 
as  a  natoin.  It  may  be,  perhaps,  that  the  prefent  rulers  of  that 
country  might  employ  it,  as  it  does  other  things,  as  a  pretext ;  but 
ft  never  can  increafe  the  national  enmity.  ' 

Mr.  JPLLIFFE.  I  know  not  what  has  given  occafion  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  inGnuate  that  I. am  a  perfon  unworthy  of 
0)e  chara<£ler  pf  an  EngliAiman,  and  if  he  does  not  immediately 
apologize  or  tetradl  the  exprcflion,  he  (hall  hear  from  me  in  ano- 
ther manner.  I  am  no  more  afraid  of  the  French  than  he  or  ai;y 
pther  perfon,  as  I  (hall  (hew  if  ever  the  occafion  ftall  offer ;  but  I 
obje6t  to  language  which  I  think  unworthy  of  the  Legiflature. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  at 
liberty  to  aflert  his  titk  to  the  character  of  an  Englifliman,  but  he 
had  no  occafion  to  apply  perfonally  to  himfelf  what  was  only  meant 
as  a  general  propofition.  It  was  only  the  Freftch  that  could  take 
jthat  title  from  him. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  he  meant  ho  affront, 
nor  was  he  himfelf  affronted  when  mention  was  made  of  Bil- 
lingfgate. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  declared  himfelf  fatisfied* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  propofed,  that  as  the  Committee  was 
^tisfied  with  the  general  purport  of  the  claufes,  he  (hould  wiih  to 
have  them  added  to  the  bill,  the  report  ip^de  now  pro  forma,  and 
iome  jday  appointed  for  confidering  it. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  JONES  and  the  SOLICITOR 
GEl^ERAL,  the  claui^s  were  added,  and  the  report  brought  up.  It 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Friday,  and  fuch  a 
number  of  copies  of  the  bill  as  amended  printed,  as  fhould  be  fufB- 
cientfbr  the  Members  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  delivered  the  following  meffage  from  Hif 

ajefty ; 
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•    GEORGE  R.       . 

Hts  Majejh^ -recommends  it  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons y  to  conftder  of 
enabling  His  Majejiy  to  male  remittances y  from  time  to  time,  to  be  ap^ 
plied  to  his  fervice  in  Ireland y  in  fuch' manner  as  Jhall  be  approved  by  " 
the  Parliament  of  that  iingdonty  to  an  amount  nst  exceeding  two  millions ^ 
mprffuijion  being  made y  by  the  Parliament  of  Irelandj  for  defraying  the 
inferefi  and  charge  of  a  loan  to  that  amount. 

■>    Gf.  R* 

Which  iticiTage  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Supply^ 


Wednefdayy  April  25.  , 

The  Houfe  having  rcfolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply^ 
the  following  refolutions  were  moved,  viz. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fixteen  thoufai^d 
one  hundred  and  fixty-feven  pounds-four  fhiHings  and  three  pence, 
be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  out  pen- 
fioners  of  CJhelfea  Hofpital,xfof  the  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  twenty-fix  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
forty- feven  pourlds  feventeen  (hillings  and  fixr pence,  be  granted  to 
His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  in-penfioners  of  Chel- 
fea  Hofpital,  and  of  the  expences  of  the  faid  Hofpital,  for  the 
year  1798.  .,        ' 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  twelve  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-four  pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  three  pence,  be  granted  to  His 
Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  penfions  to  be  paid  to  the 
widows  of  commiffioned  officers,  fof  the  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  four  thoufand  and  five  hundred 
pounds,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the 
works  and  repairs  of  the  military  roads  and  bridges  in  North  Bri- 
tain, for  the  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  million  three  hundred  ^nd  fifteen 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eight  pounds,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty, 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  embodied  Supplementary  Militia,  in 
the  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  riot  exceeding  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
pounds,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the 
embodied  Provifional  Cavalry  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the 
Volunteer  Corps  in  jGreat  Britain,  for  the  year  1 7  9  8«  / 
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That  a  (uiDy  fiot  exceeding  five  hundred  and  twenty  thotifand 
feven  hundred  and  feventcen  pounds,  be  granted  to  His.Majefty, 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  tl)p  expences  incurred,  or  expedled  to  be 
incurred,  in  the'  Barrack-nlkafter- general's  departntent,  in  the  year 
1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  twenty-fix  thouftnd 
and  ei^ty-three  pounds  eleven  (hillings  and  five  pence,  be  granted  to 
His  Majofty,  for  defiraying  the  charge  of  foreign  corps  in  the  fervice 
of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1 798.  , 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  three  millions  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  towards  enabling  His  Majefty  to 
defray  the  extraordinary  fcrvices  of  the  army  for  the  year  1 7^8* 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  two  millions,  be  granted  to  His  Ma- 
jefiy,  to  enable  His  Majedy  to  make  remittances,  from  time  to 
time,  to  be  applied  to  his  fervice  in  Ireland,  in  fuch  manner  as  (hall 
be  approved  by  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom,  on  provifion  being 
made,  by  the  (aid  Parliament,  for  defraying  the  intereft  and  charges 
of  a  loan  to  that  amount.  -       . 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  and 
three  pence,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty i.  being  the  excefs  beyond  the 
fum  granted  in  the  laft  felTion  of  Parliament,  towards  defraying  the 
charge  of  printing  the  journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  print- 
ing  and  ddi vering  the  votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  of  print* 
ing  bills,  reports,  and  other  papers,  which  have  been  or  (hall  be 
printed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  the  year  1797^ 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  three  thoufand  three  faUndted  and 
thirty-eight  pounds  feventcen  (hillings  and  eight  pence  half  penny, 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  being  the  excefs  beyond  the  fum  granted 
in  the  laft  feflfion  of  Parliament,  towards  defraying  the  expence  of 
confining,  maintaining,  and  employing,  convi£ls  at  home,  for  the 
year  179&. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  eight  hundred  pounds  and  one  (hil- 
Ung,  to  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  make  good  the  like  fum^ 
which  has  been  ifllicd  to  Mr.  Robert  Jupp,  and  other  architeds,  at 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefty*$  civil  lift  reve- 
nues, for  making  a  furvey  at  Somerfet  Place,  and  which  has  hot 
been  made  good  by  Parliament. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  ninety-eight  pounds  and  nineteen 
(hillings,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  make  good  the. like  fum^ 
which  has  been  ifTued  to  Mr.  John  Soanc,  architeft,  at  the  receipt 
of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefty's  civil  lift  revenues,  for  de- 
frayfng  the  expences  of  Jourhies  to  Winchcfter,  to  examine  the 
ftate  of  the  King's  Houfe  there,  and  for  making  eftimates  and  draw^. 
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Ings  of  the  neceffary  repairs#  and  which  has  mt  been  made  good  bj 
Parliament. 

Qn  the  quedion  for  granting  a  fum  for  the  expence  of  the  Pro- 
TiQonal  Cavalry^ 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  this  part  of  the  eftabUfliment 
eonfifted  of  a  body  of  15,000  men,  a  body  more  formidable  to 
themfelyes  and  to  travellers  on  the  highway,  than  to  the  eneiny. 
,  When,  therefoi'e,  fo  large  a  fum  of  money  was  Yoted  for  their  fup- 
port,  it  behoved  that  Houfe  to  fee  that  it  was  not  to  b^  voted  for 
imaginary,  but  for  real  and  efTential  ferVices.  Thefe  troops,  ki 
their  prefent  date,  he  conceived,  v/cxc  in  many  refpc(^s  totally  defi- 
cient ;  they  were  undifciplined,  without  ofBeefs,  and  fo  ill-appointed 
in  every  other  refpe£t,  he  could  not  conceive  that  much  dependance . 
ought  to  be  placed  upon  them.  He  therefore  thought  that  thefe 
Qjtgedions  ihould  be  done  away  with  all  poffible  expedition,  and 
that  they  (hould  be  immediately  put  upon  a  footing  in  which  they 
might  be  enabled  to  afibrd  efFedual  fupport,  in  cafe  of  neceflity* 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  had  heard  a  great  number  of  reports 
with  regard  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Provifional  Cavalry,  which  he 
knew  to  be  erroneous,  though  at  the  time  they  were  firfl  flated  he 
bad  not  the  means  of  pofitively  contradiAing  them.  He  had,  how- 
ever, iincc  received  reports  from  the  Lords  Lieutenants  of  the  dif- 
ferent counties,  and  he  could  aflure  the  Houfe  that  they  wefe  much 
tieceived  if  they  thought  that  the  body  of  men  alluded  to  were  dcfti- 
tute  of  difcipline,  or  in  fuch  an  unformed  ftate  as  had  been  defcribed. 
It  was  certain,  that  many  of  thefe  corps  could  not  get  officers  who 
had  been  regularly  bred  in  the  army*  Many  of  them,  however, 
were,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Lords  Lieutenants,  furnilhed 
with  officers  who  had  feen  military  fervice.  This,  indeed,  was  not 
generally  the  cafe,  but  it  was  fo  in  a  pretty  confiderable  proportion  ; 
and  gentlemen  would  furely  allow  that  his  information  on  this  fu)>- 
jeA  was  likely  to  be  morecorre3  and  extenfive  than  any  they  might 
have  picked  up  from  hear-fay  reports  or  ps^rtial  obfervation.  What« 
ever  their  difcipline  might  be,  however,  it  was  not  worfe  than  that 
of  other  corps,  whidi  now  made  a  mod  refpefbble  appearance, 
had  been  upon  their  firft  eftablilhment.  The  excellent  difcipline 
of  the  Militia  would  not  bedifputed,  though  that  body  was  not  offi« 
cercd  with  gentlemen  who  had  ferved  in  the  army,  but  with  country 
gentlemen,  who  had  always  commanded  them  with  great  honour  to 
themfel ves  and  advantage  to  ^the  country.  The  Provifipnal  Cavalij 
were  in  the  fame  iituation,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  their  difci- 
Hint  would  be  fpcedily  improved.     With  regard  to  the  mode  of 

ning  them  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman^  he  mighty 


pcrbapc,  take  ixfic  mtAt  to  hioiielf  on  that  account,  as  the  pbi| 
inrhich  he  had  fuggefted,  and  that  which  was  in  adual  cxocutaony 
^s  exafily  thf  fiilne.  It  did  happen  that  a  confiderable  deal  of 
pains  had  been  taken  to  place  them  near  to  regular  regiments.  It 
was  alfo  diredkdthat  the  regular  Cavalry  Aould  be  ordered  to  fur-r 
oifli  a  certain  number  of  non-commiflioned  officers,  for  the  purpofe 
of  forwarding  thedifcipline  of  the  Provifional  Cavalry.  From  thf 
arrangements  that  had  been  adopted,  he  had  no  doubt  that  this  eorp« 
wotdd  be  found  effedive,  and  as  capable  as  ready  to  render  eflential 
feprico  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  whenever  they  (hould  be  called 
on  fo  to  do. 

General  TARLETON  was  of  opinion,  that  the  right  honoura* 
Vk  Secre^ry  had  merely  given  a  defcription  of  the  Yeoman  Cavalry^ 
and  not  of  the  Provifional.  All  the  Members  of  that  Houfe  could 
have  but  one  objed — the  fafety  and  defence  of  the  country  ;  he 
ihould  therefore  be^vcry  happy  if  it  (hould  appear  that  the  Pfovi«» 
fional  Cavalry  were  really  in  the  fituation  in  which  the  honourable 
giendeman  had  :defcribed  them  to  be. 

Mr.  Chance^or  PITT  aflbred  the  honourable  General,  that 
what  his  honourable  friend  had  ftated,  did  not  apply  to  the  Yoet 
manry  Corps  only«  It  was  true,  the  Provilional  Cavalry  had  not 
been  trained^  becaufe  there  was  no  power  given  in  the  bill,  under 
which  they  were  raifed,  for  training  them.  But  that  was  completely 
xemoved  by  the  eftimate  now  before  the  Houfe,  the  obje£t  of  which 
was  to  defray  the  charge  x>f  training  that  corps.  The  honourable 
general  bad,  perhaps,  taken  his  idea  of  the  Provincial  Cavalry  from 
what  he  bad  feen  of  them  round  the  metropolis ;  he  could,  how- 
ever^ afiure  him,  that  they  were  provided  with  proper  military  offir 
cers  io  almofi  every  part  of  the  country,  as  his  honourable  friend 
had  flated. 

General  TARLETON  then  explained,  and  the  motion  wat 
S^ed  to. 

Mr.  JQLLIFFE  complained  that  moft  of  the  eftimates  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  Houfe  were  too  generally  dated.  The 
paiticuMvp  flught,  perhaps,  have  been  mentioned  without  much 
tioiible. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  that  the  honourable  gentlemai^ 
.1K»|I4  not  prefs  ,any  motion  on  the  Houfe.  He  could  aiTure  him 
jheie  W9^  np  dilpcffition  in  His  Majefiy's  Minifters  to  withhold  any 
joforpiadon  #^  might  be  £ouckI  neceffaiy.  If  the  honourable^ 
gc^tJ^piaQ  Ibpipld  make  a  motion  for  producing  the  {)articula»  of 
a9p(HiRt%  j)9  opMM  s^c  ^m  that  the  motion  svo^l4  cither  M 

Vot.vi.  i 
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Agreed  to,  or  good  ircafons  given  why  it  was  not  thought  proper  to' 
confcnt  to  it. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,  he  had  no  defire  to  prcfs  any  motibn  off 
the  Houfc  at  prcfcnt ;  but  he  had  been  told,  that  if  he  did  not' 
tnake  it  now,  it  would  bcimpoffible  to  make  it  at  all. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  if  the  report  were  to  be  received  to-lmofri- 
row,  it  would  certainly  be  iaipoffible  for  his  honourable  friend  to 
inake  any  motion  with  reference  to  the  cftimates.  If  the  report 
were  delayed  until  Friday,  he  might  make  his  motion  to-morrow. 
'  After  fomc  converfation  it  was  agreed,  that  Mr.  JolHffc  (hould 
delay  his  qiotion  till  after  the  Houfe  (hould  be  refumed  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

•    The  Houfe  having  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and* 
Means,  Mr.  HOBART  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid — Sir,  the  Committee  will  mbft  pro- 
bably recolleft,  that  When  I  furnifhed  in  November  laft  ian  e(\imate 
of  the  total  expenditure  liable  to  be  incurred  for  the  cnfuing  year,  T 
then  ftated  it  at  nearly  twenty-five  millions  and  a  half  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  exigencies  of  the  public  fervice.  It  is,  I  confefs,  no 
ineonfiderable  fatisfaftion  to  myfelf,  and  I  truft  it  will  equally  prove 
Si  matter  of  fatisfadlion  to  the  Committee,  that  what  I  have  now  to 
lay  before  them  differs  but  little  from  the  eftimate  which  I  then 
inade,  and  ^ifes  from  objcfls  fo  clofe  and  intelligible  as  to  make  it 
tinneccflary  for  me  to  take  up  much  of  their  time  in  explanation  1 
The  total  amount  of  the  eftimate  which  I  have  now  to  offer  ii 
'28,490,0001.  differing  by  a  fum  of  no  lefs  than  three  millions  of 
excefs  from  that  which  was  at  firft  ftated.  This  excefs  has  una- 
voidably arifen  from  the  unforefeen  and  additional  preparations  on 
the  part  of  this  country,  occafioned  by  thethreats,  and  produced  by 
the  formidable  exertions  of  the  enemy  againft  us.  I  (hall  now 
proceed  in  the  ufual  way,  and  ftate  the  expenditure  under  each  dif- 
tin6t  head,  without  troubling  the  Committee  with  any  minute  and 
particular  details  refpeding  the  former  eftimates,  which  muft  have 
l)een  fully  confidered. 

'  The  firft  head  of  fervice  which  naturally  occurs,  is,  iht  navy.  I 
ftated  the  eftimate  of  this  branch  of  expenditure^  in  November,  at 
the  fum  of  12,538,0001.  and  the  Committee  have  recently  added 
Ho  that  head  the  fum  of  9 1 9,0001.  making  a  total  of  1 3,448,000!*. 
The  next  article  of  fupply  i»  the  army,  which  the  Committee 
ViU  recQlle£t  amounted  to  10,1 12,00 ol.,  and  with  the  particular^ 
of  which  I  will  not  at  prefent  trouble  them.  It  is,  however,  ne« 
ccifaiy  to  obierre^  that  feveral  additions  have  been  fmce  made^ 
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Among  thefe  additions  is  the  charge  of  i93i5iOOoL  for  defraying 
theexpcnce  incurred  by  the  Supplementary  Militia,  and  l3o,oooL 
for  the  Provifional  Cavalry.     There  is  alfo  a  fum  of  350,0001. 
for  the  Voliinteer  Corps,  I  mean  the  expence  incurred  by  the  dif- 
ferent Volunteer  Corps  of  Infanti-y  :  and  I  have  the  effcdlive  hap. 
pinefs  to  remark,  that  the  body  thus  raifed  amounts  to  no  lefs  than 
40,000  men.     The  next  article  is  that  which  relates  to  the  Foreign 
Corps,  and  makes  an  expenditure  of  226,000!.    I  formerly  ftated, 
that  the  extraordinaries  incurred  in  1797  were  likely  to  amount  to 
about    1,300,0001.,  and  they  have  only  exceeded  that  fum  by 
6i,oooL     The  original  eftimate  of  the  charge  for  Barracks  was 
4oo,oool.,  to  which  I    muil  now  add  the  farther  increafe  of 
^X2o,6ool.,  and  this  addition  is  eafily  accounted  for.     It  naturally 
arifes  from  the  expences  incurred  in  confequcnce  of  the  additional 
troops  which  it  has  been  found  necefTary  to  keep  on  foot,  and  in  a 
fiate  of  readinefs  for  adtion.     But  here  I  muftobferve,  that  the  debt 
fo  created  would   have  been  equally  caufed  in  another  way.     It 
would  have  been  allowed  to  innkeepers  for  quartering  the  troops,  and 
for  the  formation  of  temporary  barracks  ;  and  the  advantages  refult^ 
ing  from  employing  it  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  laid  out, 
mufl  be  obvious  to  every  man  who  confiders  the  flateof  the  country ; 
as  we  are  enabled  by  that  means  more  effeflually  to  concentrate  our 
force,  ^nd  to  put  ourfelvcs  into  a  more  capable  fituation  of  repelling 
any  fudden  attack.     Thefe,  Sir,  arc  the  whole  of  the  articles  which 
refpeft  the  army,  with  the  exception  of  700,0001.  for  future  ex- 
traordinaries.    The  extraordinaries  I   had   formerly  calculated  at 
2,500,0001.  but  I  (hall  take  them  now  at  3,500,0001.     Thefe 
items,  taken  together,  will  give  a  total  fum  of  12,857,0001. 

The  next  head  of  fervicc  which  prcfents  itfelf  is  the  Ordnance^ 
which,  with  a  fmall  addition  to  what  I  K^ated  in  the  month  of  Nb- 
vember,  amounts  to  the  fi^m  of  1,303,0^01. 

There  arc  very  few  additions  to  be  made  to  the  charge  for  Mif- 
cellaneous  Articles,  and  the  total  of  the  fums  appropriated  to  this 
branch  may  be  taken  at  682,oool.  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  different 
additions  which  are  to  be  made  to  the  former  efiimate,  which  I 
had  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to  the  Committee.  There  are  alfa, 
it  is  neccflary  for  me  to  notice,  one  or  two  trifling  articles,  but  there 
appears  on  the  whole  an  exccfs  of  3,674,000!.  beyond  the  fum 
ftated  in  November  ;  but  in  that  qftimate  I  muft  obfcrve,  was  in- 
cluded an  eitimate  of  deficiency  of  grams,  and  which  it  is  now  mi« 
neceflary  to  provide  for  from  tw6  material  caufes« '  The  Bank  has 
•been  paid  the  fum  of  500,0001.  by  the  early  produdl  of  the  land 
tax,  whkh  otherwife  would  have  gone  to  the  confblidated  fund,   Be^ 
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IRdeSy  Irt  tfi^  (Bftribution  pslp6r  it  appears,  that  of  the  whole  fiiitt  of 
money  granted  to  the  ifland  of  Grenada,  159,000!.  has  not  been 
ffent,  and  therefore  the  deficient^  will  leav6  the  grofs  fum  of 
9,994,oool«  asanexcefs. 

KECAPITULATION. 

Navv         •         -         -         -*       -         '    £.  i3,448,8S8 
•      '         Stated  in  November  £.  12,538,888 

Added  now  -  -      910,0001 

Armv        -        -         -         -         -        -      ^   12,857,315 

Stated  in  November        10,1 12,95 or 

Added  ndw       -  -      2,744,3^5 

OrdnakCe         -        -         -  -        -        -     1,303,580 

Stated  in 'November  1,291,038 

Added  now     -     -     -  -     1 2,54 1 

Miscellaneous      .  r         -  -         -         -        6i6,6ot 

Stated  in  November     -       673,000 

Adddd  now     -     -     -  -       7?6o8 

"National  Debt        -        -  •        •         -       200,000 

'     I'  28,496>39t 

Gonfidering  thi^  fum  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  it  may  aid 
fhc  public  fervice,  I  cannot  fee  any  article  with  refpeft  to  which  J 
/hall  be  under  the  nece0ity  of  calling  for  any  future  aid.     Put  gen- 
tlemen mud  be  perfectly  fenfible^  that  in  the  particular  (ituation  in 
ivhidi  we  arc  placed  at  this  moment^  and  when  every  ample  pro- 
vifion  is  to  be  made,  we  can  do  no  more  than  provide,  with  all  pof- 
£ble  prudence,  by  fpecific  eflimates,  for  the  whole  of  the  expence  that 
|s  likely  to  be  incurred.      It  may,  unquestionably,  be  ncceffary  to 
meet  any  fudden  exigency  of  the  moment,  and  it  will  therefore  be 
proper,  to  be  enabled  to  have  recourfe  to  a  vote  of  credit,  which  I 
jfiiall  think  it  my  duty  to  propofe-     I,  howeyer,  merition  this  ih  a 
furfory  way,  as  it  is  not  tpy  intention  to  fubmit  it  to  the  Committee 
ft  prefent.     I  only  lay  before  the  Hpufe  the  expenditures  likely  to 
be  incurred,  and  the.  probable  eftimate  of  them,  refervin^  to  myfelf 
j(he  liberty  of  making  that  propofal  at  any  future  period,  when  it  maj 
be  deemed  expedient.     I  have  only  to  remark,  that  a  meafure  of 
that  nature  will  be  refortcd  to  at  a^  late  a  moment  as  pofTible.  What 
.^  have  in  Qontemp)a$ion  on  that  fubjc^^  iff  90  eventual  liberty  to 
Iflae,  two  millions. 

Mjm^t  duty.  Sir, Js  to  inform  the  Committee  of  the  Ways  and 
lyicans  to  yv'iji^b  t  f»tf pd  to  bav«  f ccourfc  fof.  ifec  difcbaige,  of  tbif; 


fkHitii.Y  DEBATES.  6r 

expenditare.     Tbttt  »  iio  material  alteration  in  the  artictes  that 
/tkmffitute  the  Ways  and  Means.     The  firft  «rhlch  decim  is  the 
iifiial  vote  of  Land  and  Malt,  in  which  there  is  no  variation,  smd 
which,  at  the  cuftomary  ftatjement,  is  taicen  at  2,7  50,000!.     The 
next  article  of  Ways  and  Means  is  the  AflefTed  Taxes,  upon  whicl| 
j^tklnen  ate  aware,  from  the  various  modifications  that  have  takeit 
{ihice,  modifications  certainly  highly  propier  and  falutary,  the  prdba* 
bie  produce  mufi  have  been  reduced  much  beiow  the  eftimate  ori^- 
nally  made.  ^  J  cannot  undertake  to  form  a  prefent  eftlmate  of  the 
ptobable  produA  of  thefe  taxes  throughout  the  kingdom^  becauft  fire 
have  not  had  iuiScient  time  to  judge  of  the  dSc&s  of  (he  m^afore ; 
and  a  great  number  of  diftri<Ss  have  not  been  yet  productive,  as  (Inrte 
has  not  been  given  to  make  the  appeals ;  but,  from  the  reruma  al- 
i^dy  made,  and  more  particular|jr  from  the  refuh  of  the  meafdre  1ft 
Ac  metropolis  and  the  principal  and  moft  confiderable  towns,  I  am 
wananted  in  faying,  that  it  will  aflford  a  large  fum.     The  ptopor** 
fion  at  which  J  think  I  may  take  it,  is  likely  to  ht  that  of  one-half 
of  the  original  afTcifment   added  to   that  affeilinent,    which  is 
2,700,000!.,  and  therefore  valuing  it  at  a  moderate  computation^ 
I  .may  fairly  ftate  it  four  millions  and  a  half,  which  is  the  only  Turn 
on  which  I  mean  to  take  credit  in  the  Ways  and  Means.     Another 
article,  which  I  am  proud  to  mention,  becaufe  it  muft  give  a  pecoliar 
and  lading  fatisfaAxon  ro  the  Houfe,  is  the  Voluntary  Contribu- 
dons,  which  the  zeal  and  patriotifm  of  His  Majefiy*s  fubjeds  have 
,diearfully  furnifhed.     It  is,  Sir,  I  am  happy  in  having  an  oppor- 
tunity to  obfcrve,  the  moft  fatisfa£lory  and  irrefiftible  tcftimony  of 
the  dccifive  fentiments  of  the  nation  at  large,  at  the  prefent  impor- 
tant moment,  to  fuppost  with  their  property  the  independence  and 
profperity  of  their  country.     It  forms  the  moft  cordial  proof  of  the 
unanimity  of  a  great  and  free  nation,  to  fupport  that  Conftitution, 
pnder  the  proteflion  of  which  they  enjoy  fo  many  extend ve  and  folid 
advantage^^     The  great  mafs  of  the  people  have,  by  furnifhing  in 
a  voluntary   manner  thefe  c6ntributtons,  told  us  their  manly  de- 
termination to  refift  any  encroachments  which  may  be  attgmpted  on 
their  liberty.     They  have  told  us  not  by  words,  but  by  adions. 
They  have  felt  that  they  were  engaged  in  a  conteft  in  which  their 
property  was  at  ftake,  and  they  have  conTe  forward  with  a  part  of 
j^t  property,  to  enable  the  Government  to  make  exertions  great 
9nd  fiiitable  to  the  pre(fure  and  importance  of  th6  occafion.     The 
enthuliafnrof  contributing  to  the  national  defence,  has  pervaded  and 
animated  all  rs^nks  and  orders  of  men  in  the  country.     Some  excep* 
JBons   I  admit  there  are,  but  they  ^eigh  little  in  the  general  fcale. 
^htfe  honottfaljlc  and-  patrioijic  contributions  have  been  equally  and 
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proporrionablyfurniflicd  by  the  landed  ^entlcmeir,  by  the  inonied 
Jntercft,  by  the  merchant,  by  the  artizan,  by  the  mechanic,  and  by. 
the  labourer.  There  is  nof,  Sir,  a  fingle  clafs,  or  defcription  of 
|}ecfons,  in  which  we  (hall  not  find  the  moft  fatisfaflory  proofs  of 
true  patriotifm,  and  diftinguifhed  zeal ;  and  thefe  I  take  to  be  the 
beft  and  moft  efFcdual  anfwers  wecan  make  to  the  infolent  threats 
of  the  enemy.  Having  therefore  the  happincfs  of  knowing,  that 
the  fpirit  of  the  country  is  riling  with  energy  proportionate  to  the 
ifjanger  with  ;which  it  is  threatened,  I  am  led  to  entertain  the  mod 
/anguine  hopes  of  a  fuccefsful  and  glorious  iffue  to  the  prefent  coO"- 
teft,  when  I  form  an  opinion  from  confidering  the  amount  of  fums 
iiow  in  the  Bank,  whether  produced  by  the  voluntary  contributions, 
or  by  our  pommerce.  Having  faid  thus  much  on  the  opcrs^tioi^  of 
the  affeffcd  taxes,  I  am  unable  to  fuppofe  that  lefs  than  i,3oo,oooL 
jnay  be  calculated  as  free  gifts,  and  adding  to  that  calculation,  two- 
thirds  of  the  fums  fubfcribed  for  covering  the  affeflcd  taxes,  the 
-whole  may  be  ftated,  at  1,500,009!.  The  zeal  of  the  country 
will  probably  outrun  this  edimate,  but  I  (hall  take  it  on  the  lowei^ 
fcale. 

The  next  article  to  which  I  wi(h  to  c^l  the  attention  of  the 
.Committee,  but  which  I  do  not  mean  to  propofc  this  day,  though  it 
is,  in  my  mind,  likely  to  receive  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  is 
one  which  has  occupied  a  confiderable  (hare  of  attention  in  the  rtier- 
cantile  world,  and  which  has  been  already  much  difculTed  by  the 
Public.  It  has,  I  am  free  to  fay,  very  ftrong  grounds  of  recom- 
•mendation  as  a  meafure  that  will  in  its  operation  enfure  additional 
protedion  to  the  trade  of  the  country,  and  afford  a  confiderable 
fource  of  revenue  to  the  State.  Without  troubling  the  Committee 
with  a  detail  of  the  particulars  of  it,  it  is  only  necelfary  for  me  to 
remark,  that  it  refers  to  a  ftute  of  war  only  ;  but  it  may  alfo  haye 
the  farther  recommendation,  befides  producing  a  large  revenue,  of 
furnifhing  a  tax  to  be  principally  paid  by  foreigners,  arid  of  taking 
from  the  enemy  an  opportunity  and  fubjeft  for  exercifing  their  fyf- 
tern  of  maritime  plunder.  I  allude.  Sir,  to  the  appointment  of 
firong  convoys  for  thp  more  efFe(5^ual  fecurity  of  commerce,  with 
proper  regulations  refped^ing  the  time  of  departure,  and  other  points 
of  importance.  I  mean  fuch  a  tax  upon  Imports  and  Exports  as 
may  not  tend  in  the  Icall  to  the  diminution  of  trade,  as  it  will  in 
many  inftances  fall  oi)  tht  confumer,  not  upon  the  importer,  aod 
niuft  by  its  cfTe6^  weaken  the  prevalence  of  privateering,  to  which 
the  enemy  is  compelled  to  have  every  polfible  recourfe.  Confider- 
ing this  new  meafure  in  a  nKxlerate  view,  it  will  not,  I  am  inclined 

*hink,  fall  much  (hortof  1, 500,000!. :  butJt  is  not.myinten-^ 
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tion  to  prdpok  the  duration  of  it  for  more  than  one  year,  nor  is  it  to 
be  conlidered  as  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  loan,' 
fitice  it  is  nneant  to  be  provided  for  that  period  only.  The  iacility 
of  ratfing  the  tax  is  another  great  objedt ;  as  it  will  of  courfe  arife  in 
proportion  to  the  profperity  of  the  meafure,  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  I* 
have  not  mentioned  it  that  any  concluiion  (hould  be  drawn  in  con- 
iequence  of  what  I  have  Rated,  until  the  fubjed  (hall  have  been 
more  maturely  confidered  at  a  proper  feafon. 

There  is  another  article  which  it  is  my  duty  to  notice  ;  I  al- 
lude to  the  growing  produce  of  the  Confolidated  Fund  as  it  ftood 
before ChriftmaSy  and  I  then  ftated  that  500,000!.  of  it  was  to  be 
applied  to  the  purpofe  of  defraying  the  fupply.  In  looking  to  the 
fiateof  the  taxes  up  to  the  5th  of  April,  and  without  taking  the  ufual 
average  for  four  or  five  years  paft,  I  (hall  be  able  to  take  the  per- 
manent revenue  at  a  rate  confiderably  larger  than  before.  The  de- 
ficiencies of  former  quarters,  however,  will  not  leave  a  larger  fum, 
and  probably  not  one  fo  large.  The  intereft  of  eight  millions  of  the 
loan  is  mortgaged  on  the  Aifefled  Taxes,  and  as  a  conliderable  part 
of  the  dividends  will  become  dut  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  I  there- 
fore (hall  not  include  in  my  eftimate  of  Ways  and  Means,  any  ac- 
count of  the  Confolidated  Fund.  It  is,  however,  right  that  t 
(hoiild  ftate  to  the  Committee  the  amount  of  the  revenue  as  it  no\r' 
(lands ;  and  (incc  I  mean  to  take  no  credit  for  the  Confolidated* 
Fund,  I  only  wi(h  that  gentlemen  may  have  an  opportunity  of  judg- 
ing of  the  total  amount  of  the  actual  payments.  This  amount  for 
die  laft  year,  in  new  and  old  duties,  makes  together  18,570,0001. ; 
and  to  this  there  muft  be  an  addition  for  the  produce  of  1797,  for 
it  is  evident  that  the  three  millions  of  1797  cannot  have  already 
reached  their  juft  or  cfti  mated  amount.  They  have  only  produced 
1,500,0001.,  which  will  unqucftion^bly  appear  a  great  produce, 
confidering  how  late  they  were  impofed.  Their  permanent  produce 
maybe  fairly  calculated  at  2,900,000! ;  and  I  am  therefore  war- 
ranted  in  adding  1,4.00,000!.  to  the  permanent  taxes  of  1797, 
which  is  exadlly  the  difference  between  the  1,500,000!;  already 
pvcn,  and  the  total  fum  of  2,900^000!.  With  refpcdl  to  the 
taxes  of  1796,  they  have  all  reachecj  their  ampunt,  cxccgt  that  on 
legacies,  the  actual  receipt  of  which  is  only  from  50  to  6o,oooL  ; 
but  as  it  is  in  its  nature  tardy,  it  may  l}e  fairly  fuppofed  to  produce 
hereafter  i5o,oooL 

The  revenue  on  Wine  may  increafe  veryconfiderably^  though  it 
has  experienced  a»diminution  from  a  variety  of  circumftances.  ^n 
bpinion  generally  prevailed  that  that  duty  5^'ould  be  repealed,  and  a 
ftagnation  confcqueritly  took  place;  bur  Ic^n* ftate  t6  the  Com- 
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ipittee^  tf)9t  U  hasii^e^id^  began  to  icicr^^t^  9q4  ^ill>  nO'4qdb£t' 
continqe  to  do  ib.     There  can  be  little  doubt,  if  the  experiment  be 
tried  this  year,  but  that  it  Will  give7|.OQ»QOol.  inore.     AtttbfXp 
(ujpn9  will  aSbrd  a  total  of  20,470^000!.,  including  the  {tipfofeil 
i^creaie  of  1797,  the  Legacy^ duty,  and  the  arti<;]e  of  Wine. 
,    I  have  proceeded  in  this  w^y  to  judge  of  the  permanent  reveni^ 
by  the  produce  of  the  laft  year  only  of  an  expenfive  war ;  and  now. 
Sir,  if  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  to  IooIil  at  this  revenue  and. 
add  to  it  the  Land  and  Malt,  they  will  find  no  leis  a  fum  than 
tianenty-three  millions  fteriing  to  be  £ct  againft  the   perm^neot 
Ch?rj;ps,  which  amount  to  239295,0001. ;  and  they  will  alfp  find# 
ioibad  of  a  diminution  of  the  permanent  taxes,  a  permaoent  revenue 
amid  all  the  burdens  infep^rable  from  a  fiate  of  war^  balancing  al|. 
the  permanent  charges  that  can  be  fet  again^  it. 

J  have  neither  mentioned  the  Jl^ottery,  nor  the  probable  return^ 
cifpfi&cd  from  India,  in  aid  of  the  voluntary  contributions  ;  but  I 
tjbikik  it  right  to  Aate  thefc  objeSs  to  the  Committee,  (ox  the  por* 
|iafe  of  fairly  (hewing  the  ilourilhing  fituation  of  the  public  revenue* 
t  heg  i^ve  to  obfer ve,  that  I  hav«  taken  the  permanent  revenue  <m 
the  Cuf^fition  that  the  peace  effimat^  would  be  calculated  on  tb^ 
ftme  pounds  as  previous  to  the  war.  The  eAimate  before  the  wa^ 
was  (ixteen  millbns,  and  the  addition  of  7,295,000!.  fince  wiU 
^y^  the  grofs  amount  of  23,295,0001.  The  furplus  of  the  Lot* 
tery  is  2oo,poq1.  ;  and  I  believe  I  have  now,  Sir,  ipemtiooeci 
every  article  which  it  may  be  neceffary.  for  the  Committee  to  coiv- 
fider  but  the  Loan.  The  Loan,  it  is  now  fully  underftood,  oonfiftt 
of  fifteen  miUion3>  exclufive  of  two  mlUipns  to  be  advanced  to  Ire» 
land.  The  Coqfimittee  will  fee  that  the  different  items  of  the  Way# 
amd  JMeans  iUnd  thus : 

« 

Land  and  Malt         -         -  ^  £•  ^,7 50,000 

Ix)ttery         •         .         -         -  -  2^oo,ooa 

Affefled  Taxes     -      -    ;f.  +>5oo,ooo'^ 

Voluntary  Contributions        1,500,000  >  *  7,500,000^ 

Tax  on  Imports  and  Exports  1,500,000  J 

Sank  Advance         -         -         -         -        3,000,000? 

Loon        -  •  •  .      15,000,000 

£,  2:8,450,000 

^  1ki0  }i9U  kiam  at  7jooo>ood.  is  November  as  Afleffed  Taxes. 

Xb®  l^tfistt  circumfi^ncp  to  which  it  is  my  duty  to  call  the  atten- 
U  iRf  tbi  CSpmioitttilP  r^ates  to  the  t^rms  of  the  Loan^  and  I  ihall 
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not  detain  them  long  on  ttrat  fubjedy  as  I  believe,  wAat  T  mciw 
tHoned  tfie  other  evening  with  refpefi  to  that  trann^ion,  hw$  provodf 
highly  fatisfaAory.  The  condufion  of  the  Loan  is»  I  once  qntot 
repeat,  truly  advantageous,  and  an  irrefiftible  proof  of  the  feefing  of 
the  monied  inrereft  on  the  aAual'  fituation  of  affairs.  I  did  ftatey 
that  a  great  part  of  the  advantage  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fale  o£ 
the  Land  Tax^ ;  but  I  alfo  ftated,  that  it  would  not  be  poflible  tai 
have  concluded  it  fo  beneficially,  but  for  the  juft  confidence  placedT 
by  the  monied  intereft  in  the  wifdom  and  exertions  of  the  country* 
I  now  ftate,  that  it  is  upon  the  fame  grounds  which  have  produced 
the  recent  difplay  of  zeal  and  public  fpir'ft  throughout  the  natiopi^ 
that  the  monied  intcrcft  lends  its  money  more  freely  than  before,  and 
the  detail  of  that  tfanfaiAioti  is  fuch  as  muft  refledl  the  highcft  ho^ 
nour  upon  therh.  When  the  bargain  was  concluded  the  3  per  cent, 
confols  were  at  48  J.  and  the  3  per  cent,  reduced  were  at  4^'^* 
In  the  former,  150I.  was  valued  at  72K  lis.  3d.  ;  and  in  the 
latter,  50I.  was  taken  a;  2al.  i6s.  3d.,  which,  with  the  market 
price  of  I3-|-  years  of  long  annuity,  or  4I.  4s.  6^.  made  99I.  12s- 
o^.  So  that  on  the  fecc  of  the  bargain,  the  Loan  was  concluded' 
at  \dk  than  i  col.  The  difcount  is  certainly  a  different  matter,  and' 
was  calculated  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  as  was  the  cafe  laff  year* 
But  there  arc  two  ways  of  confidcring  this,  the  advantage  to  the 
contra6tor  arifes  from  the  anticipation  jof  future  inftalments  by' 
prompt  payment,  and  there  the  difcount  is  of  courfe  greater  f  but 
with  refp^dt  to  thofe  who  wait  for  the  fixed  period  of  future  pay- 
ment,'' the  advantage  is  lefs.  The  firft  gain  by  prompt  payment 
ro2l.  4s.  6^d»  for  iboL,  and  the  laff  only  i^jlI.  os.  7^. ;  (b 
that  there  is  a  bonus  of  2I.  4^.  6^d.  to  the  one,  and  but  of  il.  os* 
7^  to  the  others.  Such,  Sir,  I  mud  confider  at  this  period*  as  an 
extraordinary  event,  and  I  might  be  inclined  to  call  it  an  unac- 
countable one,  if  I  did  not  know  that  it  was  to  be  anfwered  for  by 
the  fpirit  and  patriotifm  of  the  country..  Looking,  however,  at  tt 
with  the  view  of  Intereff,  we  mud  fee  it  as  a  bargain  concluded  at 
t%.  intereff  lefs  than  the  Loan  of  laft  year  was  made.  What  a  coo- 
(ideration  does  this  gflve^  rife  to,  with  refpeft  to  the  energy  and  exer* 
tions  of  the  country  !  Have  we  not  the  ftrongeft  motives  to  be  con- 
vinced, that  after  twelve  months  have  elapfed,  and  in  a  period  of 
difiicuky  and  apparent  financial  embarraflment,  our  refources  appeas 
fupcrior  to  any  check,  and  are  greater  comparatively  than  before) 
Having  ftated  this  as  the  amount  of  the  charge  to  be  incurred  by  ibm 
Loan,  I  muff  obferve,  that  eight  millioDS  of  it  is  to  be  provided  for 
by  the  .gradual  payment  of  the  Affefled  Taxes.  We  have  thcrcfiotfe 
fcven  millions  to  find  taxes  for ;  and  adding  to  this  aoo,oQoI.  to 
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be  agplifd  to.^he  Sinking  Fundy  and  taking  the  intereft  of  the  whole 
fpmof  7,2oo,oool.  at  81.  5s.  per  cent,  we  (hall  have  577,000!. 
to  provide  for  annually. 

^1  took  a  view  op,  a  former  occafion  of  th^  unfunded  debt,  and  by 
fimplifying  the  accounts,  (hewed  what  the  whole  excefs  of  the  un^ 
fii,nded  or  Navy  debt  only  was,  from  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
fent  war  to  that  moment.  I  then  mentioned  that  I  (hould,  per-. 
^aps,  propofe  to  fund  two  or  three  millions  of  the  Navy  debt ;  but, 
upon  mature  confidferation,  I  find^thac  it  will  be  unneccflary  to  fund 
tjie  Navy  dtht,  and  that  it  will  be  more  proper  to  leave  it  in  it» 
actual  fituation  until  peace.  In  the  year -vi  792  it  amounted  to 
^,745,000!.,  and  it  now  exceeds  6,ooo,oool  ;  fo  that  the  iri- 
tereft  to  be  provided  for  will  be  1 86,oool.,  which,  added  to 
577,000!.  will  amount  to  763,000].  in  taxes  to  meet  the  intereft 
oT  all  the  charges  for  the  prefent  year. 

The  firft  tax,  thtn^  which  I  (hall  propofe,  will  be  a  duty  of  5s. 
per  bu(hel  upon  Salt,  which  will  produce  thefum  of  502,0001.  an- 
nually.     I  mean,  in  other  words,  to  double  the  duty  as  it  ftands  at 
prefent,  which  is  only  2s.  6d.  per  bulfccl ;  and  I  have  to  obferrc, 
that  a  confiderablc  improvement  in  the  revenue  may  be  derivccj 
from  this  meafure,  independent  of  the  new  tax.     I  ought  to  (late, 
however,  that  the  prefent  tax,  as  it  flands,  only  produces  the  fum  of 
420,000!.     But  as  I  mean  to  lay  afide  the  difcount  which  is  now 
allowed  upon  prompt  payment,  and  make  fome  retrenchment  inthq 
charges  of  management,  together  with  the  difallowance  of  bounties, 
the  produce  of  the  new  tax  will  amount  to  what  I  have  already 
ftated.      It  may  be  peceffary  that  gentlemen  (hould  know  what  kind 
of  pre(rure  is  likely  to  be  caufed  by  this  tax,  and  in  what  manner  it 
will  afFeS  the  lower  cla(res  of  the  community,  on  whom  it  may  be 
fuppofed  to  fall  heavieft.      I  believe  it  will  be  found,  on  a  general 
average,  that  the  quantity  of  Salt  confumed  in  every  family,  com- 
pofed  of  the  labouring  clafs  of  people,  amounts  to  no  more  than  half 
a'bu(hel  in  the  courfe  of  the  year.      It  is  propofed,  therefore,  to  lay 
lio  larger  a  fum  than   2s.  6d.  op  each  family  of  this  defcription, 
which,  confidering  the  extraordinary  exigencies  of  the  times — con- 
(Tdering  how  peculiarly  this  ver)'  defcription  of  people  have  hitherto 
been  exempted  from  the  dired  operation  of  almoft  every  tax  which 
has  been  adopted  for  fome  years  paft— I  cannot  conceive  it  to  be 
Ifable  to  any  objeflions  on  the  ground  of  hard(hip  or  oppreflTion. 
But  I  am  (lill  more  confirmed  in  the  judice  of  this  tax,  and  I: am 
(till  more  perfuadcd,  that  the  very  order  of  people  I  am  fpcaking  of 
will  be  fatisfiedof  that  truth,  when  they  are  informed,  that  pcrfons 
of  the  higheA  rank  are  not,  either  with  refpcdl  to  their  property,  their 
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liberty,  and  their  happincfs— fo  intercftcd  in  tfic  prefervation  of  this 
Country  and  the  happy  Conftitution  under  whtt:h  they  live,  as  the 
lower  and  labouring  clalfes  of  the  community.      If  they  want  to  be 
Convinced  of  this  truth,  let  them  look  to  the  (ituation  of  thofc 
conntrits  which  have  been  over- run  by  the  French  •— to  thofc  coun- 
tries to  which  the  French  have  gained  acccfs,  over  which  they  havfe 
obtained  eafy  conquers,  by  holding  out  the  delufive  appearances 
and  hopes  of  what  they  called  liberty :  let  them   look,  I  fay,  to 
thofe  countries,  and  they  will  find,  that  pcrfons  of  a  (imilar  defcrip^ 
fion  with  themfclves,  the  lower  order  of  people  in  every  one  of  thofc 
countries  taken  pofleflTion  of  by  the  French,  have  become  the  dupes 
and  vifiims  of  their  perfidy  and  oppreflion.     This  much  I   have 
conceived  it  neceffary  to  ftate,   in  ojder  to  obviate  the  objedions  of 
thofe  who  might  fuppofe  that  the  tax  in  qucilion  would  operate  as  a 
grievance  on  the  lower  orders  of  people. 

The  next  thing  which  I  mean  to  propofe  as  an  objcft  of  taxa- 
tion, is  an  article  of  confumption  which  is  in  general  ufe,  but  the 
duty  on  which  fliall  fall  lefs  heavy  on  the  lowei;  orders  of  people  than 
that  which  I  have  already  laid  before  the  Committee.  I  cannot  at 
prefent  fee  how  far  this  tax  may  interfere  with  the  i.ntcrcft  of  the 
EaR- India  Company,  but  I  hope  that  it  will  prove  fatisfacftory  to 
them  and  the  country  at  large.  '  It  is  a  duty  of  5  percent,  on  tea ; 
but  this  duty  is  not  to  be  hid  indifcriminately,  it  is  only  to  take 
plafce  on  what  fells  above  2s.  6d.  per  pound,  and  on  that  account 
will  not  touch  that  fpccies  of  tea  which  is  in  general  ufc  among  the 
lower  clafTes  of  people.  -This  tax  will  produce  the  *fum  of 
111,5001.;  for  it  is  undeniable  that  the  tea  valued  at  above 
2s.  6d.  per  lb*  h^  confiderably  increafed  in  the  quantity  of  its  con* 
fumption.  * 

The  next  article,  Sir,*  which  I  have  to  fubmit  to  the  Committee, 
refts  upon  principles  very  different  from  thofe  on  which  I  have 
propofed  the  two  other  fubjedls  of  taxation.  It  does  not  affeft  nc- 
ceffarics  in  its  operation,  nor,  I  confefs,  is  it  very  certain  with  re- 
fpc£l  to  its  produce ;  yet  my  conjedlures  are,  notwithftanding;  fuf- 
ficiently  fanguine.  It  is  alfo  one  of  choice,  a  principle  of  proceed- 
ing which  I  do  not  wi(h  by  any  means  to  difcourage.  It  has  aUb 
this  particular  recommendation,  that  the  tax  itfelf  will  not  difcou- 
rage die  ufe  of  it.  The  fubjeft  to  which  I  allude  may  proceed 
from  a  ju(t  pride,  a  moderate  fuperilition,  or  idle  fafhion  ;  but  I 
wi(h  to  impofe  a  duty  on  every  perfon  ufiiig  armorial  bearings.  It 
rtay  be  ftated,  that  I  am  a  convert  to  the  fyftem  of  levelling ;  but 
thofc  who  may  be  inclined  to  think  in  that  manner,  will,  I  hdpe,  do 

•J        K » 
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me  the juflice  to  believe,  that  I  proceed  upon  very  oppofite  ground^ 
and,  indead  of  entertaining  fuch  (entiments,  they  will,  I  am'  con- 
vincedy  be  found  ready  to  fet  a  value  upon  that  which  is  one  of  the 
anofl  important  links- in  fodety.  Fafhion  and  reaftm  will  therefore 
concur  in  giving  effe£t  to  this  meafure.  I  have  thought  it  proper 
to  fay  thus  much,  ^  I  wi(h  not  Co  merit  the  approbation  of  thofe 
mrho  may  reprefent  it  in  a  diflPerent  light,  and  whom  I  do  not  defire 
to  conciliate,  while  it  is  my  intention  not  to  incur  the  difapprobatioa 
of  thofe  with  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  agree.  • 

Having  flated  the  operation  of  this  duty  as  very  conje(BuraJ>   I 
Jiave,  however,  to  remark,  it  is  founded  upon  the  principle,  that 
thofe  entitled  to  armorial  bearings,  or  in  the  habit  of  ufing  them^ 
Ivill  not  forbear  the  ufe  of  then(i.      It  is  very  far,  Sir,  from  my  in- 
tention toinftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  right  by  which  perfons  exercife 
this  diftindion,  or  to  try  them  by  the  merits  of  antiquarian  law  ;  I 
only  mean,  that  all  perfons  taking  (Kit  armorial  licences  (hall  be 
liable  to  the  payment  of  the  tax.     I  therefore  propofe,  that  a  tax  of 
two  guineas  be  impofed  upon  aU  perfons  uling  carriages  decorated 
with  armorial  bes^rings ;  one  guinea  on  thofe  who  are  houfekeepers, 
and  who  make  ufe  of  plate  decorated   in  the  fame  manner ;  and 
IDS.  6d.  on  all  other  perfons,  not  houfekeepers,  ufing  their  armo- 
rial bearings  in  other  ways.     My  data  on  which  I  am  to  proceed^ 
are  not,  I  confefs,  extremely  accurate  ;  but  I  find,  from  the  infpec- 
tion  made  by  the  Heralds,  between  1 6i  5  and  1 670,  thsit  the  num- 
ber of  the  heads  of  families  by  the  laft  return,  given',  in  in  the.  year 
1670,  amounted  to  8405.    Allowing,  therefore,  for  the  extin^liori 
of  many  families  (ince,  the  fubOijUition  of  many  more,  I  (hail  take 
the  whole  number  at  9453,  who  will  not,  it  is  to  be  prcfumed,  lay 
this  diftinSion  afide.      1  fhall  tftimate  under  each  name  fiK  houfe- 
keepers bearing  arms,  and  multiplying  the  firft  number  of  9453 
by  6,  we  (ball  have  a  product  of  56,7 18  ;  to  which  may  be  added 
4000  more  from  Ireland.     I  (hail  fuppofe  12,600  of  thefe  keep- 
ing carriages  with  armorial  bearings,  w^ich  at   2I.  2s.  each,  will 
give  a  fum  of  24,0001.— 4,800, oerQ-'riot  keeping   carriages  will 
produce  50,000!. ;  and  as  I  (hall  liol  take  more  than.t^K)  perfcas 
to   each,  family   at    los.    6d.,  this  will   give  a  farther  fum  of 
66,oool.,  making  a  grofs'  fum   of  140,0001.  ;     to  which  may 
be   added,  on  account  of  foreigners,   10,000!.    more,  and  cre- 
ating altogether  a  revenue  of  i5o,oooL     Jt  tbcuefore  appears, 
&at  this  fum  added  to  the  other  taxes  will  proditcf  a  (una  of 
703,5ooK 
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Salt  -  •  -        '  ^.  502,000 

Tea  •         •         «  1 1 1, 500 

Armorial  Bearings         «         •         i5o,.ooo 

Total  amouRt  being        li,-*—— ^.763,500 

And  the  intcrcft  for  which  they  are  to  pixjvidc 
being  the  interefton  15,000,000!.  at  81.  5s., 
on  3,7 1 3,600  Navy  Debts,  at  5  percent.      £.  763,150 

This  which  I  have  now  ftated,  is  the  whole  amount  of  the  Sup- 
plies for  the  prefent  year ;  and  I  hope  it  will  appear  to  the  Com* 
tnittee,  that  the  ftatcments  which  I  made  before  Chriftmas  laft,  as 
to  the  probable  amount  of  thefe  fupplies,  were  correft ;  and  that  I 
have  not  exceeded  in  any  refpcft  the  fums  which  I  fuppofed  at  that 
time,  the  public  fcrvice  would  require.  This  can  be  (hewn  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  Ways  and  Means  are  provided  for.  Nothing 
can  bear  a  ftronger  tcftimony  of  the  opinion  of  the  country  at  laige, 
as  to  the  fpirit  which  animates  all  ranks  of  people,  and  the  greatneft 
of  our  refources,  than  the  favourable  terms  upon  which  the  Loan 
has  beert  contradled  for.  And  I  hope  that  the  Committee  will  be 
of  opinion,  that  the  Taxes  to  defray  the  intercft  on  that  Loan,  are 
founded  on  a  plan  that  will  be  as  likely  to  render  them  produflive 
as  any  other  which  could  be  laid  before  the  Houfe :  they  are  calcu- 
lated to  bear  as  lightly  on  all  claflTcs  of  people  as  any  burden  which 
could  be  laid  upon  the  Public  ;  and  as  I  can  fee  no  folid  objedion 
which  can  be  made  againft  them  by  any  perfon,  I  hope  I  have  in 
this  meafure,  as  well  as  every  other  thing  relating  to  the  Supplies  of 
the  year,  difcharged  my  duty  to  this  Houfe  arid  to  the  country.—— 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  concluded  by  moving  rcfolutions  purfuant 
to  the  ftatements  in  his  fpcech. 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  wifhcd  to  be  informed 
more  difiindly  thanhehad  yet  heard  the  matter  ftated,  how  much 
duty  was  to  attach  upon  Salt ;  was  it  to  be  double  what  was  now 
paid  in  all,  or  double  what  was  now  paid  in  addition  to  the  pre- 
fent duty  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  meant  to  double,  not  to  triple 
the  prefent  duty. 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  thought  that  this  was 
a  very  heavy  import  upon  the  fait  hf>anufafturer  ;  he  received  from 
forty  to  fifty  (hillings  per  ton,  and  now  he  would  have  to  pay  to 
Government  upon  that,  the  fum  of  19I.  confid^ring  wafte,  lofs 
from  bad  debts  and  other  loffes,  this  would  be  extremely  heavy 
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upon  the  manufa<£lurcr,  and  a  great  difcouragcment  to  that  branch 
of  trade. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  manufa6lurcr  in  this  cafe 
did  not  pay,  for  th?  duty  would  be  on  the  confumption  of  the  ar» 
ttcle,  the  nianufa6^urer  was  in  the  feme  cafe  here  as  the  manufac- 
turer of  tobacco ;  the  only  qucftrons  were,  Whether  this  was  a  fair 
article  of  taxation^  and  if  it  was,  whether  the  tax  could  be  properly 
collected  ?  As  to  the  burden,  it  did  not  at  ail  fall  on  the  manu^ 
fa6turer,  it  fell  on  the  confumer. 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  faid,  that  this  would 
call  for  a  greater  capital  from  the  mtnufa(Surer  to  carry  on  his  bufi- 
nefs  ;  and  he  ftill  thought  that  there  would  be  a  hardlhip  in  this 
cafe ;  for  the  manufadiurer  of  fait  was  not  like  the  ordinary  cafe 
of  mantifa(3ure— it  was  a  thfcg  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  liable  to 
much  wade  and  heavy  lofles  from  bad  debts^  and  was  fubjed  to 
many  difadyantages  peculiar  to  itfelf,. 

Mr.'^  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  thcfc  obfcrvations  hardly  ap- 
plied againfl  an  increafe  of  the  duty.  With  regard  to  the  mode  of 
collediing  it,  he  had  ftated  that  it  ^  was  intended  to  put  i$  undvr 
another  head  of  itianagement ;  and  (bme  abatement  was  to  be  made 

to  manufadurers  on  account  of  credit,  inflead  of  the  difcount  that 

< 

was  now  allt)wed.  ^ 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  he  wiflied  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  bring  in. the  bill  as  foon  as  poffible,  becaufc  it  was 
neccffary  to  do  fo,  as  gentlemen  would  be  foon  t)bliged  to  leave  the 
Houfe  in  order  to  attend  their  duties  in  the  country,  when  they 
would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  pay  the  fubjedl  the  attention  it  . 
merited. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  intencfed  to  bring  in  the  bill 
immediately  ;  but  that  part  of  the  fubjec^  which  referred  to  the 
transferring  the  Salt  duty  to  the  furvey  of  the  Excilje,  required  far- 
tjier  time. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  that  this^tax  on  the  article 
of  Salt  had  a  great  many  recommendations  ;  becaufe  it  went  over 
the  whole  country  as  an  article  of  general  confilmption,  and  would 
certainly  produce  a  very  large  fum  of  money.  Speaking,  however, 
in  general  terms,'  he  was  of  opiniori,  that  in  a  national'point  of  view 
it  would  be  wifcr  to  abolilli  all  duty  upon  Salt,  inftead  of  increafing 
it.  This,  howcvci',  we  could  not  do  now,  and  the  meafure  which 
tl'as  now  propofed,  fliould  be  confidercd  as  a  matter  of  neccflity,  and 
not  of  choice.  In  fupport  of  hi$  general  opinion  for  the  abolition  of  ^ 
the  duty  upon  Salt  altogether,  he  would  obferve,  that  if  there  were 
7  manufacflorics  depending  upon  Salt,  it  would  be  a  gr$at  confix 


Arjni.45.]  DEBATES.  -ji 

f 

dentiion  to  aboliih  the  duty  upon  that  ardcle.  Pdrhaps  manufiic* 
turers  ought  to  be  allpwed  a  drawback  upon  it ;  for  if  we  went  on 
continuing  a  duty  upon  that  article,  we  might,  indeed,  produce  a 
confiderable  fum  by  it ;  but,  by  difcouraging  manufadure,  we  might 
materially  injure  the  revenue  in  other  refpeds*  He  undcrftood  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  under-calculated  the  ciFeA 
which  this  new  duty  would  have  upon  the  lower  claflfes  of  fociety  ; 
for  that  inftead  of  half  a  bufliel,  a  bu(hcl  was  confumed  within  a 
year  in  fome  of  the  fmallcft  families  in  the  kingdom.  The  duty, 
therefore,  upon  them  would  be  5s.  indead  of  2s.  6d.  a  year.  This 
was  a  matter  worthy  of  ferious  confideration  ;  but  above  all,  care 
fhould  be  taken  not  to  injure  our  manufadlures.  He  only  mentioned 
this  as,  A  atopic  to  be  generally  confidered  ;  for  he  did  not  expeA  any 
thing  ro  be  produced  by  the  obfervation  now,  becajufe  be  was  aware, 
the  Committee  was  under  the  neceflity  of  adopting  the  duty.  He 
mentioned  it  to  (how  that  the  Salt  duty  (hopld  be  confidered  ferioufly 
hereafter,  and  he  was  in  hopes  it  might,  in  due  feafon^  be  totally  abo- 
lifhed,  and  fome  other  adopted  indead  of  it.    ^ 

.Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  confideration  which  the  honour- 
able  Baronet  had  mentioned  was  very  fairly  dated,  and  was  a  very 
Iniportant  one.  He  was  inclined  to  concur  with  him  in  thinking 
it  would  be  proper,  at  a  convenient  time,  to  take  off,  if  not  the 
wh^Ie,  certainly  the  greater  part,  of  the  duty  upon  Salt;  and  yet  be 
thought,  under  all  the  circunjiflances  of  the  prefent  moment,  the- 
prefent  tax  was  a  very  fair  one.  His  rcafon  for  it  was  this,  if  the 
tax  u()on  Salt  was  wholly  taken  off  now,  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
find  a  fubditute  for  it  without  levying  a  heavier  burden  upon  the 
public  than  that  which  wa?  now  propofcd  ;  and  indeed  the  honour- 
able Baronet  fecmcd  to  be  himfelf  of  that,  opinion.  But  he  was 
ready  to-declarc,  that,  uith  refpeif^ .  to  manufad^ure,  he  had  often 
turned  it  in  his  mind  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  take  off  the 
duty'  upon  Salt.  Perhaps  the  better  way  would  be  to  fettle  that 
matter  by  a  commutation  ta^c.  He  had  that  fubjeft  more  than 
once  under  his  confide  ration.  At  prefent,  however,  circumftances 
would  not  admit  of  fiich  a  plan.  The  tax  which  was  now  propofed, 
he  was  convinced  the  Committee  would  confider  moderate  ;  and  he 
had  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  bear  upon  the  lower  clafifes  as 
lightly  as  pofTihle,  As  to  the  idea  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  that  a 
huQiel  was,  confumed  inftead  of  half  a  bufhel  in  fome  of  the  poorer 
families  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  he  muft  obfcrvc  that  there  was 
fome  variety  on  that  head :  diftriSs  varied  in  that  particular  ac- 
cording to  the  different  articles  of  food  that  were  confumed  ;  and 
hs  believed  that  his  calculation  was  nearer  the  average  of  conCump^ 
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tion  tfi'arr  that  of  the  hondufabic  Bafonet.  Upon  the  fubjc(it  of 
drav^^backs  to  be  allowed  to  manufa^iores,  he  was  afraid  that  would 
&feat  the  objeft  of  the  ptefent  meafure.  Ho^was  not,  however^ 
fure  of  this  ;  ir  was  a  point  that  defehred  farther  confideration. 

Mt.  SAMUEL  THORNTON  thought  the  preffare  of  foiiie 
of  the  taxes  which  had  been  opened  to  night,  would  be  very  heavy^ 
upon  the  Eaft- India  Company.  If  the  right  honouf^btt  gentle- 
man had  no  thought  of  alleviating  them  upon  the  fubjeft  of  imports 
and  exports,  the  tax  would  be  much  too  fevere  with  regard  to  the 
Eaft  India  Company.  .  He  hoped  the  Minifter  had  an  intfention  to 
(pare  them.  Indeed  they  ought  to  be  fparcd  upon  tlie  fubjcft  of 
exports  and  imports,  when  corineiSed  with  the  idea  of  an  infurancc, 
for  their  ftiipping  proteded  itfelf.  Eaft -India  (hips  had  been  oftert 
ufed  as  fhips  of  war.  They  did  not  benefit  by  convoy,  as  other 
(hips  did,  and  he  therefore  hoped  he  did  not  miftake  in  thinking  that 
fome  alleviation  would  be  thought  of  to  the  Eaft- India  Company. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  wifhed  not  ro  be  mifundetftood.  He 
alluded  fo  generally  to  the  bearing  of  the  taxes  which  He  had  pro- 
pofed  to-night,  that  ft  would  be  difficult  for  any  body  to  (iy  he  had 
pointed  out  any  clafs  of  perfons  on  whom  they  would  piirtlcularly 
ftU.  He  faid  nothing  about  taxing  the  Eaft-India  Company  more 
than  any  other  body  of  men,  nor  did  he  fay  any  thing  about  exclu- 
ding them.  He  wifhed  to  be  underftood  to  ftand  in  the  fituation 
in  which  he  really  was,  that  ef  having  faid  nothing  at  all  upon  that 
(fabjed. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  if  this  loan  was  a  proof  of  the  high 
and  flouriftiing  fituation  of  this  country,  if  it  was  a  proof  of  the 
confidence  of  monicd  men  in  its  refources,  all  he  could  fay  was,  h^. 
was  very  glad  to  hear  it.  *He  was  afraid,  however,  that  he  mult 
objefl:  to  the  tax  on  Salt,  as  falling  too  heavily  on  the  lower  cla(resr 
of  people.  Whether  it  was  fo  or  not,  .in  fafl,  it  was  worth  w»hile 
to  confider  whether  they  would  think  fo  or  not.  Every  thing  at 
this  time  moft  particularly  ought  to  be  attended  to  that  might  pre- 
vent difcontent  in  the  lower  claffes.  Salt  was  an  article  of  direflt 
neceflTity  among  them.  He  was,  therefore,  fearful  a  tax  upon  that 
article  would  occafion  their  difcontent.  Could  he  be  fatisfied  that 
ito  fuch  difcontent  would  arife,  the  tax  (hould  have  his  immediate 
approbation. 

Another  tax  which  was  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gehtle- 
man  was  rather  of  a  whimfical  nature.     It  was  calling  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  fums  of  money  for  the  paintings  and  engravings  of 
coronets,  crefts,  and  other  marks  of  diftinftion.     He  really  never 
icW|  until  this  moment,  of  the  public  utility  of  the  right  honour- 
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able  gentleman's-  having  created  fo  many  Peers.  He  would,  how- 
ever, advifc^  him  to  dafs  the  orders  of  diftinflion  ;  to  charge,  for 
inftance,  a  certain  handfome  fum  for  a  Coronet,  a  fmaller  fum  for  a 
Crcft,  and  fo  on  ;  by  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might, 
perhaps,  fave  the  lower  orders  of  focicty  from  any  duty  whatever. 
Indeed  he  trufted  that  thefe  perfons  who  poffcflcd  thefe  diflindlions 
would  not  have  any  objection  whatever  to  bearing  any  burdens  that 
might  be  reafonably  impofed  upon  them  for  the  purpofc  of  fparing 
the  lower  orders  of  focicty. 

Whether  any  thing  was  to  be  faid  or  not  on  the  fubjcft  of  the 
Imperial  Loan,  he  knew  not.  His  Imperial  Majcfty  (it  was  faid) 
had  neglcdcd  the  confideration  of  that  fubjccSl.  He  wiihed  to  know 
in  what  light  he  was  to  confider  it — Was  it,  or  was  it  not,  a  burden 
to  be  borne  by  the  people  of  this  country  ?  Or,  was  his  Imperial 
.Majefty's  memory  to  be  improved  upon  that  fubjefl  ?  He  then 
called  for  fome  explanation  on  the  deficiency  of  grants,  as  that  fub- 
jedl  had  been  opened  to-night. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  as  to  the  payment  of  the 
Imperial  dividend  his  Imperial  Majefty  had  hitherto 'ncglc(9ed  to 
perform  his  engagement.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  fuch  negligence 
was  owing  to  any  defefl  in  the  characSer  of  his  Imperial  Majefty, 
but  certainly  he  did  entertain  a  confiderable  degree  of  hope  (he 
migl)t  be  difappointed  in  that  hope),  that  his  Imperial  Majefty  did 
feel  this  an  event  which  became  him  to  make  provifion  for.  It 
certainly  was  a  deht  on  our  part  folcmnly  to  be  difcharged,  but  it 
was  asfolemna  debt  on  the  part  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  he 
was  very  far  at  prefcrit  from  feeling  any  fear  that  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty would  not  difcharge  it.  He  did  not  chufe  to  fay  more  upon 
this  fubjcft. 

Some  other  parts  of  the  fubjeft  of  this  night's  difcuflion  had  been 
taken  up  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft;^  in  fuch  a 
vein  of  good  humour,  that  he  fhould  be  forry  to  do  any  thing  to 
interrupt  the  effeft  of  that  difpofition  ;  and,  therefore,  he  (hould 
fay  nothing  at  prefent  to  ftrengthen  the  obfervations  he  had  already 
made  in  favour  of  the  fituation  of  this  country.  He  muft,  however, 
defend  the  tax  upon  Salt,  for  he  was  not  apprehcnfive  it  would  pro- 
duce the  difcontcnt  which  the  honourable  gentleman  conceived  it 
would.  As  to  his  idea  of  making  a  diftindlion  between  the  various 
degrees  of  armorial  emblems,  he  was  not  fure  he  (hould  not  profit 
by  the  hint  which  the  honourable  gentleman  gave  him.  Indeed  he 
hardly  faw  any  ohjedion  to  the  plan.  As  to  another  part  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  obfervations,  and  which  he  ftated  alfo  with 
ir.uch  good  humour,  he  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve  that  the  hor\^<t 
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able  gentleman's  invention^  was  fertile.  He  Aated  for  him  what  be 
had  not  ftated  for  himfelf,  and  then  very  ingenioufly  drew  a  conclu- 
iionfrom  it.  He  faid,  that  he,  as  Miniiter,  advifed  HisMajefty  (o 
create  a  number,  of  Peers,  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  a  tax  out  of 
them  ;  the  honourable  gjentleman  gave  him  credit  for  sin  ingenuity 
that  never  occurred  to  him. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  fpoke  in  explanation. 

Ml".  JOLLIFFE  (aid,  it  gave  him  much  greater  pleafure  when 
he  could  approve  the.  meafures  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
than  when  he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  objeding  to  them,  or  offer- 
ing any  amendments.  That  in  the  prefent  inAance  he  perfedly  ap- 
proved and  applauded  the  whole  of  the  meafure.  He  thanked  the. 
right  honourable  gentleman  for  his  manner  of  making  the  loan  ;  he 
approved  the  taxes ;  that  on  Salt,  he  thought  a  judicious  ta&  ;  it 
"would  univerfally  bedifFufed,  and  but  little  felt  by  the  labourer,  bc- 
caufe  their  confumption  was  not  only  fmall,  but  it  was  bought  in 
fuch  very  fmall  quantities,  that  they  would  not  feel  it.  As  to  the 
tax  on  armorial  bearings,  he  thought  be  had  it  in  his  power  to  offer 
a  fcheme  which  might  afTifl  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  projeA, 

The  rcfolutions  were  then  feverally  put  and  agreed  to.  After 
which  the  Speaker  refumed  the  chair,  and  the  report  was  ordered  tp 
be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  then  rofe  to  move  for  the  particulars  of  ffvcral 
accounts  which  had  this  day  been  laid  on  the  table.  It  was  a  great 
misfortune,  he  thought,  to  the  Miniftcr,  but  certainly  to  thofc  who 
wifhed  to  ailiil  Government,  and  to  promote  the  credit  of  his  A^ 
miniftration,  by  fuggefting  fuch  improvements  of  his  meafure^  as 
occurred  to  them,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (hould  always 
fuppofe  that  they  were  decided  enemies  not  only  to  his  Adminiftra- 
tion,  but  to  all  Government.  He  afiured  him  and  the  Houfe,  that 
he  was  not  only  a  pofitive  and  decided  friend  to  good  Government, 
but  to  his  Adminiftration  ;  and  whenever  he  was  under  the  necef- 
lity  of  offering  any'  thing  that  might  appear  like  oppolition,  it  was 
to  prevent  him  from  haftily  carrying  an  improper  ineafure,  or  to 
fttggeft  fome  improvement  in  the  execution  of  a  meafure,  the  prin- 
ciple of  which  he  migljit  approve.  That  he  never  had,  and  he  never 
would  mix'perfonal  and  private  conlideration  into  public  condu<^. 
That'  whatever  perfonal  difafFe£lion  he  might  feel  to  the  Minifter,^ 
his  Adminiflration  would  equally  be  his  affiftance  and/upport ;  he 
begged  the  right  honourable  gentleman  therefore  to  forbear^  attribu- 
ting to  him  fuch  motives,  for  he  really  did  not  feel  that  he  had  ge« 
lerally  fupported  him,  and  he  IhQuld  continue  to  do  fo  let  his  privs^te 
)iidu£t  be  Irhat  it  migbtr 
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TAt.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  that  the  particuhrs  of  the  ac- 
counts alluded  to  had  already  been  fufficientlj  explained^  nor  did 
he  conceive  that  any  thing  that  had  pafTed  out  of  the  Houfe 
between  himfelf  and  that  honourable  gentleman  could  poflibly  be 
fuppofed  to  a6^uate  his  public  condud. 

•  Mr.  JOLLIFFE  then  moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  the  particulars  of  the  eftimate  of  the  charges  for  embodying 
the  provifional  Cavalry  ;  ditto  of  charges  for  the  Volunteer  Corps, 
and  for  Foreign  Corps. 

The  motions  were  feverally  agreed  to. 

Thurfday,  April  26. 

On  motion  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  read  a  fccond  time^   ' 

Sir  \yiLLIAM  FULTENEY  objeacd  to  the  duty  on  Salt, 
particularly  as  it  affcdled  what  was  made  in  Scotland.  He  ob* 
ferved,  that  there  was  a  duty  on  Salt  impofed  previous  to  the  union. 
That  which  was  made  in  Gotland  was  of  an  inferior  quality,  be- 
ing wholly  from  fait  water ;  now  an  increafcd  duty  on  a  worfe  com- 
modity, would,  in  fa6^,  be  much  higher  than  the  fame  duty  on  a 
commodity  of  better  quality.  It  would  operate  alfo  to  the  great 
increafe  in  the  fmuggling  ;  particularly  of  Rock  Salt,  from  the  vici- 
nity of  Ireland  to  Scotland.  By  the  law  at  prefent,  no  Rock  Salt 
can  be  imported  into  Scotland.  This  originated  from  the  defire 
of  the  Scotch  ma(hufa<£tui:ers,  whofe  Salt  pans  would  have  been  in- 
jured by  the  importation  of  Rock  Salt.  If  this  bill  (hould  pafs, 
he  thought  it  would  be  advifeiblc  to  repeal  the  a£)  prohibiting  the 
importaticMi  of  Rock  Salt  into  Scotland,  as  they  could  then  make 
the  Salt  of  a  fuperior  quality,  and  thus  be  better  enabled  to  pay  the 
additional  duty.   / 

He  thought  that  the  Chancellor's  computation  of  half  a  bufliel 
(or  the  half  of  56lbs.)  of  Salt  annual  confumption  by  a  family  was 
too  fmalL  The  quantity  of  Salt  confumed  in  France  had  been 
already  afcertained ;  and  the  loweft  confumption  was  found  to  be 
1 61b. .  of  Salt  by  each  perfon  for  a  year.  He  was  glad  to  under- 
hand that  this  was  propofed  only  as  a  temporary  or  war  tax,  and  he 
hoped  that  as  foon  as  the  preflur^  of  circumftances  would  permit,  the 
duty  on  Salt,  fo  far  from  being  increafed,  would  be  diminiibed,  if 
not  entirely  taken  offl 

Mr.  1.  H.  BROWNE  thought  fome  fpedfic  regulations  ought 
to  be  adopted  refpefling  Salt  made  in  Scotland,  otfaerwife  the 

La 
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contaband  trade  would  be  greatly  increafed,  and  the  revenue  be 
injured/ 

,  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  if  the  objeS  fuggefted  could  be  ob- 
tained, without  doing  any  material  injury  to  the  revenue,  there  could 
be  no  objection. 

Mr.  BURROW  ftated  that  there  were  already,  by  means  of 
fifhermen  and  others,  great  frauds  and  efnbezzkments  praflifed  with 
regard  to  Scotch  Salt.  " 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  the  fmuggling  of  Salt  was 
not  from  Scotland  to  England,  but  was  from  the'importation  of  Rock 
Salt  from  Ireland  to  Scotland  ;  he  thought  fome  additional  regula- 
tions were  wanted  to  prevent  the  importation  of  Rock  Salt  from 
Ireland  to  Scotland. 

..  Mr.  TIERNEY  fearqd  this  additional  duty  on  Salt  would  be 
found  a  fevere  burden  on  poor  perfons,  and  that  it  would  exceed  the 
calculation  of  half  a  buihel  a  family  for  the  year. 

Mr.  D.  RYDER  faid,  perhaps  the  tax  might  be  modified,  fo 
far  as  it  would  affect  fome  claffes  of  perfons.  The  calculation  of 
Salt  ufed  in  France  was  not  a  fair  one  ;  it  was  taken  according  to 
the  Gabclle,  not  according  to  what  was  acSlually  confumed,  but  from 
what  the  farmer-general  arbitrarily  impofed,  from  their  calculation 
of  what  might  be  confumed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,,  as  the  tax  would  be  laid  not'upon 
the  confumption  but  the  manufa<3ure,  he  did  not  fee  how  the  lower 
Claires'  could  be  exertipted  :  nor  did  he  think  it  would  \e,  politic 
entirely  to  exempt  the  general  mafs  of  the  people  from  a  moderate 
(hare  of  the  burdens,  in  which  all  were  fo  materially  interefted  ; 
and  it  muft  be  confidered  that  this  was  a  very  moderate  tax  In  pro- 
portion to  others  which  had  been  impofed  on  the  higher  orders. 
The  poor,  he  remarked,  had  been  relieved  from  fome  taxes  before 
the  war,  particularly  the  duty  of  3s,  on  houfes  ;  they  had  experi-. 
cnced  the  generous  intentions  of  Parliament,  in  beginning  to  take 
off  thofc;  taxes  which  immediately  afFeSed  them,  but  which  had 
been  interrupted  by  the  war ;  and  when  opportunity  ferved,  he 
(hould  be  happy  to  propofc  the  taking  off  of  more.  When  the 
increafed  price  of  labour  and  of  wages,  within  the  two  laft  years 
iRras  farther  confidered,  there  could  be  no  hardftiip  on  fo  fniall  a  tax 
as  this,  affedlingthc  general  mafs  of  the  community.  After  laying 
on  of  about  feven  millions  of  additional  taxes,  this  was  the  only  one 
that  bore  upon  the  poorer  ranks  in  the  community. 
4  Mr.  RYDER,  Sir  WH.LIAM  PULTENEY,  and  Mr. 
TIERNEY  explained. 
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Mr.  JOLLIFFE  iaid^  the  increafe  of  wages  to  labourers  had 
been  from  7I.  to  lol.  a  year,  within  the  two  laft  years  ;  it  was  cer* 
tainljr  no  great  hardfhip  if  they  were  called  upon  to  pay  about 
2s.  6d.  a  year. 

The  report  was  then  agreed  to,  and  die  bills  ordered  to  bt 
brought  in. 

Friday,  April  27. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  moved,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
laft  year,  on  the  agreement  between  Mr.  Palmer,  late  of  the 
General  Pod-office,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  be  now 
read. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  alked,  for  what  purpofe  this  report  was  now 
called  for  ?  .  . 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  his  objcfl  was  to  do  juftice  to  Mr. 
Palmer ;  and  that  for  this  purpofe  he  (hould  propofe  to  move,  that 
the  report  be  taken  into  confideratlon  by  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  Tuefday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  the  Houfe  could  not  properly 
originate  any  queiHon,  the  objed  of  which  was  to  make  a  demand 
of  the  public  money,  without  the  confent  of  the  Crown  previoufly 
(ignified. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  no  notice  had  been  given  of 
this  motion,  he  of  courfe  was  not  intruded  to  iignify  any  fuch  affent. 
He  was  of  opinion,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  Crown  would  not  affent 
or  fancSion,  in  the  firfl  inftance,  the  demands  made  by  the  prefent 
claimant.  . 

.  Mr,  HOBHOUSE  obferved,  that  he  had  yeftcrday  given  notice 
of  this  motion — that  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  in  the  higheft 
degree  favourable  to  th^  claims  of  Mr.  Palmer  ;  but  as  the  affent 
of  the  Crown  was  thus  uncxpedledly  withheld,  he  (hould  refort  to 
the  only  mode  which  was  left  to  him.  He  gave  notice,  that  on 
Tuefday  fe'nnight  he  (hould  .move  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  pray- 
ing that  he  may  be  gracidufly  pleafed  to  take  the  claims  of  Mr.  Pal- 
mer into  his  royal  confideration. 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  faid,  that,  purfuant  to  his  notice,  he  (hould 
now  move  that  the  order  for  the  Committee  upon  the  bill  for  allow- 
ing Magiftrates  to  give  cofts  in  cafes  of  mifdemeanors,  (hould  be 
read,  in  order  to  move  that.it  (hould  be  difcharged,  for  the  purpofe 
of  referring  it  to  a  Sclcdt  Committee  above  (lairs.  He  had  many- 
alterations  to  propofe,  which  he  thought  could  be  done  much  more 
conveniently  in  a  SckiS  Committee.     His  firft  objcaion  was,  that 
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the  objcft  was  nbt  fufficicntly  cxtcnfivc,  and  did  not  combine  a  fuf- 
iiciency  of  nnifdcmeanors.  There  were  many  aggravated  cafes^  in 
i^'hich  the  bill  ttid  i^iot  empower  the  Magi(|rates  to  give  cofts;  while 
in  others  of  a  lefs  aggravated  nature,  it  did  give  them^  that  power. 
Iri  thofe  cafes  where  the  bill  particularly  applied,  he  thought  there 
was  the  greatcft  objcflion,  fuch  as  refiffing  the  orders  of  Magiftratcs, 
&c.  Now,  in  thofc  cafes,  local  prejudices,  or  favour/  were  more 
likely  td  operate  than  in  others  :  and  therefore  it  was  Inveding  the 
Magiftratcs  with  a  double  jurifdi£lion  ;  iirA,  of  ordering' a  profecu- 
tidn ;  and  then  of  givinjg  the  cofts.  He  truftcd,  therefore,  that  the 
bill  would  be  fufFered  to  go  to  a  Seled  Committee  in  the  firft  in- 
ftanee,that  it  might  be  new- modelled. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  obferved,  that  if  the  objeflof  his  ho- 
i^ourablt  and  learned  friend  had  been  merely  to  give  the  bill  a  fuller 
difcufTion  by  fending  it  to  ^  Seledl  Committee,  he  (hould  have,  had 
no  objeftibn  ;  but  he  thoHjght  his  learned  friend  had  fliewn  that  his 
6bjt6k  was  totally  different.  It  was  very  probable,  that  the  mea- 
fure  of  his  honourable  friend  might  be  a  very  good  one,  and  one 
that  he  moft  likely  would  approve '  of  ;-^ but  it  was  no  reafon  for 
delaying  the  prefetit  bill.  Mr.  Witbcrforce  then  proceedcil  to 
combat  the  arguments  of  the  laft  learned  gentleman,  when 

Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  him,  it  was  not  in  order  now  to  de- 
bate the  alterations  which  the  learned  gentleman  had  ftated,  as  he 
had  ftated  them  merely  as  reafons  why  the  Houfe  (hould  adopts  his 
motion. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  having  explained, 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  wiftied  his  honourable 
friend  to  confcnt  to  a  Seleft  Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  the  Houfe,  that  if  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Sclcdl  Committee,  it  did  not  preclude  the  Houfe  from 
again  referring  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 

After  fome-  (hort  obfcrvations  from  Meffrs.  VANSITTART, 
BRAGGE,  H.BROWNE,  and  H.  LASCELLES,  the  Houfe 
divided,  when  there  appeared  :  Ayes,  44  ;  Noes,  60  •  Majority 
againl^  the  motion,   16. 

The  report  of  the  Alien 'Bill  being  brought  up, 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  introduced  the  tilaufes  of 
which  he  had  given  notice  on  a  former  day,  namely,  to  oblige  th^ 
letters  of  lodgings  to  fend  regular  accounts  of  the  foreigners  living 
in  their  houfcs— to  enable  His  Majcfty  to  detain  foreigners— and  to 
prevent  aliens  from  landing  in  Great  Britain,  umil  the  maAer  of  the 
^ffel  had  authority  to  let  theni  come  oa  (horc,— The  claufes  were 

'ed  to. 
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'Mr.  JONES  having  taken  notice  of  an  obfervation  which  had 
fallen  from  the  Secretary  at  War  on  a  former  day,  that  he  would  be 
fecurity  for  the  good  conduA  of  the  French  Emigrants,  moved  a 
claufe  to  the  following  cffc6\ :  That  one  of  His  Majcfty's  Sccreta« 
ries  fhall  give  proper  fecurity  for  every  licence  granted  to  an 
{^migrant. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  wa*  difpofed  to  think  that 
jthis  claufe  was  levelled  at  him  by  way  of  a  joke ;  and  therefore  it 
feemed  incumbent  on  him  to  fay  a  few  words.  He  had  no  hefita* 
tion  in  ftating,  that  he  would  be  refponlible  for  the  whole  body  of 
French,  when  a6Kng  as  a  body ;  and  he  defired  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  confider  who  thofc  men  were  againft  whom  he  had 
declaimed  fo  much.  With  regard  to  rank  and  virtues,  they  were 
the  equals  of  any  of  the  Members  in  that  Houfe,  and  they  were 
their  fuperiors  in  the  opportunities  they  had  had  of  difplaying  thofc 
endowments.  He  could  not  therefore  conceive  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  meant,  unlefs  he  was  for  (hutting  every  door  againft 
thofe  unfortunate  perfons,  who  ouglit  to  be  held  up  as  brilliant  ex- 
aniples  to  every  faithful  fubje<£t  who  valued  and  revered  his  So* 
vcreign. 

Mr.  JONES  faid,  that  he  felt  himfclf  unequal  to  combat  the 
eloquence  which  had  been  employed  on  this  fubjcdt.  He  Ihould 
borrow  the  words  of  Sir  W.  Draper,  and  obfervc,  that  Farce,  Pan- 
tomime, and  Tragedy — Wilkes,  Foote,  and  Junius — were  too 
much  to  be  encountered  by  a  (ingle  individual.  He  had  a<^ed 
folely  from  a  confcientious  feeling  of  duty.  The  Secretary  at  War 
had  faid,  that,  in  the  hour  of  peril,  the  Emigrants  would  light  for 
this  country.  The  energy  of  the  People,  he  truitcd,  was  too  prompt 
and  too  powerful  to  require  any  fuch  aid.  He  de(ired'alfo  that  it 
(hould  be  confidered,  that  the  maintenance  of  thefe  men  had  laft 
year  coft  this  country  no  lefs  than  163,0001.  He  wilhcd  to  fcpa- 
rate  the  good  from  the  bad,  and  to  make  every  due  diftindlion.  He 
thought  it  a  (hamc,  that  10,000  Engli(h  fervants  (hould  be  out  of 
place,  whilft  an  equal  number  o^  French  valets  were  in  employ. 
Whatever  oppofition  he  may  meet  with,  nothing  could  induce  him 
to  relinqui(h  his  objedt,  or  to  abate  of  his  vigilance. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  this  country  formed  an 
exception  to  all  the  other  nations  which  had  cruelly  driven  the 
French  frpm  their  bofoms.  He  agreed,  that  ambng  thofe  French- 
men who  had  relided  in  this  country  previous  to  the  French  Revo- 
lution, there  Were  fome  improper  perfons ;  but  it  was  necc(rary  to 
aft  cautioufly  even  againft  thofe.  But  the  perfons  who  came  under 
the  dcfcription  of  Emigrants  were  very  different  from  what  the 
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honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Jones)  had  rcprefentcd  them  to  be. 
During  the  difcuffions  which  took  place  on  the  prefent  fubjedl,  thcfc 
perfons  had  made  it  their  humble  rcqueft  to  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment, that  they  might  be  permitted  to  draw  their  fwords  againft  any 
Frenchmen  who  fhould  attempt  to  invade  this  country.  •  He  re- 
joiced that  the  offer  had  been  made ;  and  he  alfo  rejoiced  that  it 
wa$  not  accepted — not  from  any  fufpicion  that  ihofe  perfons  would 
not  2L&.  with  fidelity  and  bravery,  but  becaufe  it  was  not  neceffary 
that  we  (hould  avail  ourfelves  of  a  foreign  arm,  while  we  had  thou- 
fands  and  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  our  own  countrymen  to  fight  our 
battles.  '  .. 

Mr.  MARTIN  confidered  the  claufc  propofcd  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  unneceflary. 

The  claufe  was  then  withdrawn  ;  and  the  report  being  received, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  on  Monday  ne^t.' 

Monday f  April  30. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill 
for  better  dividing  the  Militia  into  Regiments,  Battalions  and  Com- 
panies, for  augmenting  the  number  of  Field.  Officers,  &c. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  «f  the  whole  Houfe 
upon  the  bill. 

Colonel  MITFORD  was  as  defirous  as  any  one  could  be  to 
•  augment  the  military  force  of  the  country  ;  but  he  thought  that  the 
Militia  (hould  be  governed  by  the  Militia  laws  ;  oif>  if  they  were  to 
be- amended,  the  amendments  fhould  be  of  the  fame  fpirit  as  the 
old  Militia  law,  inftead  of  their* being  governed  by  thofe  who  go- 
verned the  Army  ;  and  any  additional  power  that  might  be  wanted 
for  the  appointment  of  officers,  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Lords 
Lieutenants  of  the  Counties.  He  entered  into  a  brief  hiftory  of 
the  Militia,  and  obferved  upon  the  cpnftitutional  jcaloufy  with 
which  the  Militia  law  ^as  originally  framed.  He  obferved  alfo, 
that  in  many  refpefls  the  principle  of  that  law  had  been  departed 
from  in  the  ena6tmcnt  of  fubfequent  ftatutes  upon  that  fubjecS,  and 
was  ftill  farther  departed  from  in  the  prefent  bill.  He  thought 
that  the  qualification  of  the  fupcrior  officer  (hould  be  diflTcrent  frorn 
what  the  prefent  bill  required.  He  faid  none  of  thefe  things  from 
any  diftruft  that  he  had  in  any  part  of  our  military  force,  nor  from 
any  want  of  confidence  in  His  Majefty's  MinilWs  ;  he  only  made 
thefe  obfervations  merely  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  t6 
he  true  nature  of  the  fubjcfl. 
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Mr,  Secretary  DUNDAS  had  great  ^rcfped  for  the  honourable* 
Member  who  had  juA  fpoken,  both  for  his  chara^er  and  fituation. 
He  was  perfeflly  ready  to  move  for  leave  to  withdraw  this  bill  al- 
together, and  to  propofe  nothing  whatever  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Militia,  provided  that  hdnourable  gentleman  could  get  any  four 
Members  of  the  Houfe  to  join  him,  and  meet  together,  and  bring 
forward  any  propoficion  whatever,  which  they  would  flatter  the 
Houfe  would  have  any  general  concurrence.  But  before  the  Com<i» 
mittec  difmifled  the  bill  now  before  them,  they  would  do  well  to 
tecoUedt  that  this  was  not  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  any  particular 
corps,  but  for  a  large  eftabli(bmcnt,  three  times  as  large,  and  much 
more  unwieldy,  than  any  Militia  that  was  known  before  in  this 
country.  It  was  a  meafure  of  neceflity  from  the  extraordinary 
iituation  in  which  we  flood.  It  was  not  a  permanent  meafure  ;  it 
was  to  continue  only  during  the  war.  Permanent  regulations  might 
be  made  upon  the  fubjedt  of  Militia  in  .time  of  peace.  He  thought 
there  would  be  no  conAitutional  jealoufy,  againft  a  meafure  that  had 
for  its  objed  the  regulation  of  a  force  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
during  war.  He  then  went  over  the  moft  material  parts  of  the 
bill,  and  pointed  out  their  ufe.  If,  however,  any  better  plan  could 
be  adopted,  he  was  perfedly  ready  to  give  up  this,  and  wait  any 
length  of  time  for  another  (if  the  enemy  was  ready  to  do  the  fanie 
thing),  provided  any  body  had  another  to  offer. 

General  TARLETON  thought  many  of '^hc  obfervations  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  commenced  this  converfation  .quite  con* 
ftitutional ;  but  he  did  not  think  they  were  well  timed.  We 
ihould  not  now  look  at  any  thing  but  the  crifis  in  which  we  are. 
To  look  at  the  iituation  of  this  country  and  of  the  enemy,  to  fup* 
port  His  Majefly's  Miniflers  in  every  meafure  that  tended  to 
flrengthen  the  country,  and  to  enable  it  to  prepare  for  the  enemy, 
was  the  great  duty  of  that  Houfe  at  the  prefent  moment.  Arrange* 
ments  of  various,  kinds  he  hoped  to  fee  made  at  the  concluiion  of 
the  war. 

Colonel  SLOANE  was  of  opinion,  alfo,  that  the  crifis  in  which 
we  are  was  chiefly  to  be  looked  to  ;  and  we  (hould  make  our  mili- 
tary force  as  powerful  as  poflible,  and  that  without  lofs  of  time. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  on  the  claufes  of  the  bill,  and  the 
repoit  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  to-morrow. 

'The  Houfe  having  refumed  the  debiite  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  Confolidated  Afleifed-tax  Bill, 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  rofe,  and  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  that  it  be  allowed  to  vary,  alter  and  amend  thf 
bid  t)ili  during  tibe  prefent  fellion  of  Parliament.     Agreed. to. 

Vd*.VL  M 
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Mr.  WIGLEY  then  moved,  that  fach  perfons  as  had  horfc* 
employed  in  the  Provifional  Cavalry,  ftiould  not  be  obliged  to  pay 
the  triple  tax  for  thofe  which  they  kept  in  lieu  of  the  horfes  (a 
employed. 

Colonel  PORTER  fupported  the  amendment ;  which  was  op- 
pofcd  by  Mr.  ROSE  and  Mr.  BUXTON  :  after  which  the  Houf^ 
divided :   For  the  ameadment,  1 8  ;  Againft  it,  30. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PUL JENEY  next  moved,  that  thofe  who 
bad  made  a  fair  return  of  their  affeffed  taxes,  according  to  the  bill 
introduced  laft  year,  ftiould  not  now  be  obliged  to  give  in  a  new  lift 
to  the  Commiffioners  of  Taxes,  as  is  required  by  the  new  bill. 

Mr.  ROSE  oppofed  this  amendment ;  and  complained  bitterly 
of  the  evafions  that  have  been  reforted  to  by  perfons  keeping  car- 
riages and  horfes,  &c.  &c.  which  evafions  confiderably  contributed 
io  aggravate  the  burdens  that  already  weighed  fufficiently  heavy  on 
the  people  at  large.  The  mode  propofed  by  the  prefent  bill  was, 
in  his  mind,  the  only  one  that  could  make.it  effedlual. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  was  of  opinion,  that  the  regulations  of 
the  original  bill  ftiould  be  ftrickly  adhered  to,  as  it  would  other  wife 
oblige  Government  to  encourage  fpies  about  the  houfcs  of  great  men, 
and  thus  tend  to  eftablifli  a  fyftem  of  efpionage^  to  which  he  could 
never  lend  his  countenance  and  fupport. 

Mr.  DICKENS  approved  of  the  amendment. 

Sir  William  Pulteney's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was.  then  engroffed,  read  a  third  time,  and  pacfled. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  regulating  the  mode  of  carrying 
flaves, . 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  rofe  and  faid,  that  on  this  fubjed 
he  had  flattered  hi mfelf  that  there  prevailed  but  one  opinion  in  the 
.  Houfe ;:  for  he  had  underftood  that,  though  the  tonnage  had  been 
acceded  to  as  a  proper  criterion  for  ftiips  carrying  flaves,  that  crite- 
rion had  neverthelefs  been  acknowledged  as  inadequate  \  and  the 
more  clofely  ,it  had  been  examined,  the  n\orc  evident  it  appeared 
that  the  fuperficies  of  the  deck,  or  the  cubical  contents  between  the 
decks,  was  a  far  fafer  criterion.  This  was  obvious  from  duly  at- 
tending to  the  conftrudion  of  two  veffcls,  which,  though  they  were 
of  different  capacities,  one  might  be  able  to  carry  double  the  quan- 
tity of  goods,  and  ftill  not  have  more  tonnage  than  the  other.  When 
this  fubjedl  was  difcuflTed  laft  year,  there  was  fcarcely  heard  a  dif- 
fentient  voice  againft  the  truth  of  this  obfervation.  This  opinio* 
of  the  Houfe  has  fince,  it  feems,  varied,  by  which  hi^  expedations 
^erc  highly  difappointed  j  for  an  oppofltiofli  he  underftood,  was 
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now  to  be  made  againft  the  propofitioiii  and  thofe  who  were  moft 
deeply  embarked  in  the  trade  feemed  determined  to  keep  it  up  on 
its  ordinary  footing.  He  would^  however,  move,  That  it  be  an 
infh-u<9ion  to  the  Committee  to  whom  the  faid  bill  was  referred, 
that  they  be  empowered  to  limit  the  number  of  flaves  to  be  carried, 
according  to  the  fuperRcial  capacity  of  the  decks,  or  the  cubical  con- 
tents between  decks,  and  not  according  to  the  tonnage  of  the  (hips 
fo  employed. 

Mr.  DENT  felt  himfclf  difpofed  to  oppofe  the  prefent  motion  ; 
becaufe  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  indirect  and  inlidious  attempt 
immediately  to  flop  and  wholly  to  abolifh  the  flave  trade— -an  at- 
tempt which,  though  already  made  this  fcfTion  in  a  fair,  manly,  and 
open  manner,  had,  however,  met  with  the  fate  it  deferved.  He 
would  therefore  move,  that  the  Houfe  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  made  no  doubt  but  that  it  muft  be  the 
wi(h  of  every  man  that  the  (laves  (hould  be  carried  in  the  mo(f  eafy 
and  comfortable  manner  po(nble.  The  mode  now  propofed  feemed 
to  promife  that  better  convenience ;  it  (hould  therefore  have  hit 
moft  cordial  fupport. 

Mri  DENT  explained. 

Gecicral  TARLtTON  faid,  that  it  was  with  regret  that  he  op- 
pofed  a  motion  like  the  prefent,  inafmuch  as  it  promifed  more  com- 
fort and  convenience  to  the  flaves ;  but  he  heard  no  new  argument 
introduced  to  fupport  its  neceflity  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  muft  regard 
the  introdu3ion  of  the  cubical  fuperficies  as  tantamount  to  an  imme- 
diate abolition  of  the  trade,  and  as  wholly  deflru6live  of  the  hopes 
which  the  late  decifion  of  the  Houfe  on  this  fubje(^had  held  out  to 
the  merchants  who  were  deeply  interefted  in  this  trade,  as  were  thofe 
of  Liverpool,  Briftol,  and  London. 

Colonel  GASCOIGNE  was  happy  to  coincide  in  opinion  with 
his  honourable  colleague. 

Mr.  BARHAM  approved  of  the  meafure,  as  it  went  to  diminifb 
the  number  of  flaves,  and  to  fecure  their  comfort  and  convenience 
during  the  voyage.     To  fuch  meafures  he  would  always  affent ;' 
and  if  all  other  motions  refpe6)ing  the  flave  trade  were  fimilar  to  the 
prefent,  they  (hould  likewife  have  had  his  hearty  concurrence. 

Mr.  SEWELL  oppofed  the  motion ;  and  contended  that  the 
fufferings  and  mortality  to  which  the  flaves  were  faid  to  be  expofcd^ 
was,  on  an  average,  greater  on  the  (ide  of  large  (hips  than  on  that  of 
fmalter  ones. 

Lord  BELGRA  VE  wi(hcd  the  bufinefs  might  be  defeitcd. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation; 
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'  after  which  the  Houfe  divided  on  the  motion  for  an  adjournment : 
For  it,  i8  ;  Againft  it,  34. 

Mr.  Smith's  motion  wa§  confequcntly  carried,  and  wa^  ordered  fo, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Friday  next. 

Tuefdayy  May  I. 

Mr.  BURDON  moved,  that  before  any  petition  (hould  be  rcr 
ccivcd  by  that  Houfe  fo;r  continuing  any  patent,  notice  thereof 
Ihould  be  inferted  three  times  in  the  London  Gazette,  and  three 
timps  in  an  Edinburgh  paper,  if  the  patent  extended  to  Scotland,  in 
'  the  nionth  of  Auguft  and  September,  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
Parliament,  which  advertifement  (hould  contain  an  account  of 
the  length  of  time,  and  other  circurnds^nces^i  intended  to  be  ap- 
plied fpi:.    '  ^ 

This  motion  having  been  agreed. to,  it  was  farther  ordered  to  be 
^ade  a  ftanding  order  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  had,  on  a  former  day,  inade  a  remark 
upon  theconduft  of  Mr.  Juftice  Finacune,  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  R. 
O'Connor :  he  was  led  into  an  erroneous  opinion  by  the  flatetpent 
of  the  papers  ;  but,  fince  that  time,  he  bad  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  O* Connor,  which  he  would  read-  \it  accordingly  read  the 
letter,  which  bore  teftimony  of  the  correft  and  proper  Qonduftof 
Mr.  Juftice  Finacune  to  the  writer,  ^his  letter,  he  faid,  did  Mr. 
O'Connor  great  credit,  as  it  (hewed  he  was  defirous  that  the  foun- 
tains of  juftice  (hould  appear  uncorrupted. 

'  'The  honourable  iSEORGE  WALPOLE  ftated,  that  on  the 
x8th  of  December,  1795,  hoftilitic?  were  terminated  by  the  unpa- 
ralleled gallantry  and  prefence  of  mind  of  the  officers  employed  ou 
that  day  bet>yeen  His  Majefty's  forces  and  the  Maroons  of  Tre- 
iawney  town.  A  truce  enfued  upon  the  fpot,  which  brought  oi> 
pippofals  from  the  Maroons  which  he  granted,  and  Lord  Balcarres 
Tatiiied.  On  this  he  executed  his  commiffion  (uccefsfuUy  an4 
faithfully,  little  fufpeding  that  he  was  to  have  been  made  the  in- 
Jlrument  of  one  of  the  moft  flagrant  violations  of  public:  faith  tbi^ 
age  had  to  blu(h  for. 

He  felt  himfelf  called  by  pcrfonal  ^notives,  as  well  as  by  motives 
of  juftice,  humanity,  and  policy,  to  make  this  effort  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  Houfe  to  the  affair  ;  for  he  would  fay,  however  like 
boafting  it  might  appear,  that  the  confidence  the  Maroops  placed  on 
him,  theii^  reliance  on  his  a(fe^tion  tbat  the  name  of  the  King  was 
inviolable,  and  that  no  officer  dared,  to  pledge  that  facred  word  to  a 
^alfehood' under  pain  of  forfeiting  his  head,  was  the  principal  cauff; 
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of  theh-  confbndng  not  to  this  particuhr  treaty,  but  to  any  treaty^ 
having  a  ftrong,  and  as  the  event  had  fatally  proved  it  to  them,  a 
well-grounded  diftruft  of  European  faith  ;  for  this  treaty  had  been 
violated,  and  the  gallant  and  loyal  people,  whom  it  would  have  coft 
thoufands  of  men  and  millions  of  money  to  have  reduced,  were, 
without  a  (hadow  of  juftice  or  policy,  made  the  vidims  of  the 
i^fiended  pride  and  timid  jealoufy  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica.  He  felt 
idmfelf  th^  more  called  upon  by  reafon  of  the  unwarrantable  afler- 
tions  contained  in  a  publication  by  the  aifembly  of  that  ifland,  to 
call  for  proof  of  them  at  the  bar,  and  in  his  turn  to  aflert,  that  in 
every  refpe£t  did  the  Maroons  virtually  and  fubftantially  fulfil  all 
Ap  ftipulations  required  of  them  by  treaty  ;  in  no  refpe£k  whaf^ver 
torere  they  guilty  of  thofe  abominable  exceflfes  with  which  it  had  been 
endeavoured  in  that  publication  to  inflame  the  feelings,  and  preju- 
dice the  mind  of  the  public. 

What  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  war,  it  was  foreign  to  his  pur- 
pofe  to  examine.  The  Maroons  were  a  people  jealou!)  of  their 
liberty,  and  (Irongly  attached  to  their  natui^l  rights.  The  Planter^ 
of  Jamaica,  perhaps,  dreaded  the  eifed  of  that  example  on  the 
'minds  qf  their  flaves ;  the  finances  of  the  ifland  were  flourifhing, 
and  they  confidered  the  Maroons  an  eafy  conqueft.  Stultittam 
fatiuntur  opii :  *^  the  rich  are  privileged  to  be  fools."  If  he  fliould, 
however,  be  aflced  what  had  been  the  reafon  of  hoftilities  on  the 
part  of  the  Maroons,  he  would  fay  juflifiable  refiflance,  not,  in- 
deed, with  them  a  matter  qf  prudence,  but  of  neceflity  ;  it  had  been 
refiftance  againft  aggreflion,  reiifli^nce  againft  tyrannic  encroach- 
ment :  they  made  war,  as  freedom  ever  would  make  w'ar,  with  all 
the  valour  of  independence ;  and  peace,  as  peace  fliould  be  made,  in 
the  very  fpirit  of  peace,  in  all  its  genuine  confidence  and  good  faith. 
The.  treaty  confifled  of  three  articles:  Firft,  that  they  would  on 
their  knees  beg  the  King's  pardon  ;  fecond,  that  they  would  go  to 
the  old  town,  Montc^  Bay,  or  any  other  place  that  might  be 
*  pointed  out,  and  would  fettle  on  whatever  lands  the  Governor, 
Council,  and  Aflembly,  might  think  proper  to  allot ;  and  third, 
that  they  would  give  up  all  runaways.  This  truly  was  immedi- 
ately executed  by  Montague  James.  It  was  continued,  as  appeared 
by  various  parts  of  correfpondenoc  between  Lord  Balcarres  and 
General  Walpole,  to  another  body  of  the  Maroons,  which  were 
pofted  at  a  cohfiderable  diilance  under  the  command  of  Johndone 
It  was  alledged,  that  Jofmftone  had  not  furrendered  within  the  time 
flipulated.  To  what  had  this  Jbeen  owing?  To  their  fufpicions  of  Us, 
and  to  debates  natural  enough  to  people  in  the  l^ate  of  fociety  which 
^y  were,  tp  the  natural  impediqnents  of  the  country,  to  the  nuip  • 
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ber  of  children  and  pregnant  women,  fomc  of  whoih  were  delivered 
on  their  way  to  perform  the  treaty  ;  and  yet  what  had  been  this 
delay  fo  much  infifted  upon  ?— a  delay  of  three  days  only.     Were 
V9Cy  faid  General  Walpole,   under  thefe  circumftances,  to  cxpe6l, 
punAuality  or  European  etiquette  from  Savages  in  the  wilds  of  Ja- 
maica ?     Soon  after  the  farrender  of  Johnftone,  orders  came  from 
Lord  Balcarrcs,  intimating  the  deteirriination  of  the  Aflembly  to 
Jiave  thc-Maroons  brought  before  them.      It  was  plainly  to  be  fccn 
that  this  order  would  alarm  them,  and  that  an  attempt  to  efcape 
would  be  made,  which  in  that  country  it  would  -iiavc  been  impofli- 
ble  entirely  to  have  prevented.     He  had  therefore  fent  for  their 
Chiefs,  defiring  them  not  to  be  alarmed  ;  that  no  infradion  of  the 
treaty  was  intended,  and  that  they  (hould  find  him  at  Spanish  Town, 
ready  to  give  his  evidence  as  to  every  part  of  the  tranfa<3ions  as  thcjr 
had  really  occurred;  and  he  concluded  by  exprefling his  rclianoe 
upon  them  that  they  would  prevail  with^  their  people  to  go  quietly 
on  board  the  veffels.    The  Chiefs  in  return  expreffed^a  perfed  con- 
fidence in  him,  and  prevailed  with  their  people  to  buy  accordingly. 
On  their  arrival  in  the  harbour  of  Port  Royal,  they  were  not  fufFercd 
to  difembark.     The  whole  proceedings  were  locked  up  in  a  Secret 
Committee,  before  which  he  received  orders  to  be  in  rcadinefs  to  be 
examined ;  and  here  he  faid,  that  he  muft  refer  to  a  letter  from 
Lord  Balcarres,  a  letterwhi^h  did  the  noble  Lord  infinite  credit,  and 
in  which  he  faid  to  the  General,  "  From  the  high  fituation  which 
you  have  filled,  from  the  intercourfe  and  cotiverfatio^is  you  have 
had  with  thefe.  Maroons,  and  above  all,  that  thefe  unhappy  people 
may  have  every  circumftance  adduced  to  the  Affembly  that  can  operate 
in  their  favour,  it  may  be  fair  and  right  in  you  to  give  an  c^inion 
if  you  are  fo  inclined,  how  far,  in  your  conception,  thefe  people  have 
complied  with  the  articles  of  that  treaty." — "  Whatever  opinions  we 
may  hold  refpc<?^^ing  the  treaty,  we  are  united  in  the  fcntimeht  of  bring- 
ing the  matter  before  the.  public  in  the  fulleft  and  faireft  manner." 
A  confiderabk  time  elapfcd  without  his  receiving  any  fummons  to 
attend,    when  he  learnt,  to  his  aflonifhment,  that  the  Committee 
were  on  the  point  of  clofing  their  proceedings.     He  accordingly  ex- 
preffed  his  wi(h  to  be  examined,  and  was  given  to  underftand,  that 
the  Committee  were  fatisfied  with  fuch  evidence  as  had  already  been 
produced ;  and  their  report  was  pretty  generally  known  to  be  the 
tranfportation  of  the  Maroons.     All  that  remained  fOT  him  to  do, 
was  therefore  to  draw  up  a  petition  to  the  Houie  of  Aflembly, 
ilating,  that  he  was  privy  to  many  material  circumftances  relative  to 
the  M.iroOnsj  which  no  perfon  knew  of  but  himfelf ;  and  he  begged 
>i0ion  to  fla^  them  at  their -bar,  or  to  be  examined  as  they  (hould 
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Aink  ptoper.  The  fiiinie  kind  of  fpirit  prevailed  in  the  Houfe  as 
in  their  Committee.  The  petition  was  reje£^cd.  Such  was  the 
law,  and  fuch  the  juftice  of  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica. 

Bat  it  might  be  right  (he  £iid)  to  examine  what  would  be  the 
probable  confequences  to  the  tfland  hereafter.  The  Maroons  were 
the  fecurity  of  the  ifland  againft  foreign  invaiion  and  domftic  rebel* 
lion.  The  farmer  was  now  gone  between  the  Mountains  and  the 
Lowlands ;  an  hoAile  race  would  fpring  up  in  thofe  woods  which 
would  hereafter,  by  fome  terrible  ad  of  revenge,  teach  the  planters 
of  Jamaica  to  regulate  their  condu6t  in  the  obfervance  of  future 
trcades  by  thofe  principles  which  morality  ought,  in  this  inftance, 
to  have  fuggeded.  Perhaps  it  might  again  be  doubted,  as  had  been 
on  a  former  night,  what  would  be  his  motives  for  bringing  this 
aSair  forward.  In  anfwer  he  would  only  fay,  that  he  had  made  a 
promife,  and  he  intended  to  perform  it ;  was  that  a  juffifiable  rea« 
fon  for  his  condud  i  Moreover  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  given  an  aflurance  that  fome  ftep  (hould  be  taken,  and  fome  re- 
medy applied  to  the  (ituation  of  the  Maroons ;  and  he  had  this  feflion 
fiood  up  and  faid,  that  no  fiep  had  been  taken;  was'that  a  jufti-* 
fiable  reafon  for  his  condu6t  ?  i 

Here  then  (faid  Mr.  Walpolc)  the  matter  refts  ;  a  people  whom 
no  force  could  have  fubdued,  relying  upon  the'facred  name  of  the 
King  pledged  to  them  by  me,  have  been  duped  into  a  furrender ; 
condemned  upon  evidence  ex  parte j  and  bani(hed  without  even  the 
form  of  a  trial.  All  the  privileges  of  the  accufed  ;  the  examina- 
tion and  crofs-examination  of  witnefles  vha  vocezt  the  bar;  the 
fafeguard  of  juftice,  which  confifts  in  its  publicity,  transferred  to  the 
lock-up  myftcry  of  a  private  chamber  ;  the  officer  who  carried  on 
and  concluded  the  ,treaty  by  which  they  furrendered,  not  admitted^ 
as  an  evidence,  nor  themfelves  fuflPered  to  make  a  defence  againft 
one  (itigle  allegatian.  In  order,  therefore,  that  we  may  look  for^ 
ward  to  the  future  fafety  of  Jamaica  without  apprehenfion,  and  look 
On  what  is  paft  without  Ihame,  he  concluded  by  moving,  "  That 
the  Houfe  do  rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to 
confider^  of  the  negotiation  entered  into  between  Major-General 
Walpole  and  the  Maroons  of  TrelawneyTown,  in  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica,  and  how  far  the  fame  has  been  obferved  or  not." 

The  honourable  Mr.  Walpolc  then  faid,  that  he  fliould  name  a 
dav  to  examine  evidence ;  and  he  would  never  deflre  to  be  believed 
;^n  if  he  did  not  fubftantiate  by  that  evidence  eveiy  fyllable  he 
had  afierted; 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAI^  faid,  that  when  the  honourable  gen- 
deiMo  aUttdcd  laft  year  to  this  fubjca,  he  did  not  then  ftate  any  in- 
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tention  of  making  a  farther  inquiry  into  it,  provi<Jed  he  was  fatis^ 
iied  that  the  Maroons  had  been  treated  with  humanity  and  atten- 
tion. The  honourable  General  furely  could  not  have  forgotten  the 
declaration  he  made  laft  year,  nor  could  he  contend  that  his  prefenC 
condu6l  was  in  any  degree  confiftent  with  thofe  declarations.  The 
condu^of  the  honourable  General  was  much  more  confident  laft 
year  than  it  was  at  prefent,  becaufe  he  then  exprefled  his  anxiety  to 
be  informed  of  their  fituation,  and  fald^  thai  if  his  information  was 
latisfa^ory,  he  did  not  mean  to  pu(h  the  inquiry  any  farther  :  but 
what  wa%  his  condu£t  now  ?  He  wanted  to  inAitutc  an  inquiry 
into  the  condu£l  of  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica,  in  an  affair  relating  folely 
to  the  internal  concerns  of  the  ifland.  Suppofe  for  a  moment,  that 
Houfe  fliould  concur  with  the  honourable  General  in  his  motion,  he 
did  not  fee  how  they  were  to  proceed :  did  the  honourable  General 
propofe  to  bring  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica  before  the  bar  of  the  Houfc 
of  Commons  of  England  ?  He  had  fpoken  of  proceeding  ex  parti 
againft  the  Maroons;  but  it  would  furely  be  as  unfair  to  inve(tigate 
the  conduct  of  fuch  a  body  as  the  AfTembly  of  Jamaica,  upon  ex 
parte  ftatement.  Yet  that  muft  be  the  intention  of  the  honourable 
General,  for  he  could  not  fuppofe  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica  could 
appear  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Friday  fe'nnigbt. 
He  wiflied  therefore  very  much  that  the  honourable  General  would 
explain  what  poflibk  line  of  proceeding  he  could  adopt,  fuppbflng 
his  motion  was  fuccefsful  ?  With  rcfpcS  to  the  pledge  which  the 
honourable  general  had  faid  that  Government  had  given  upon  that 
fubjedl,  he  could  only  fay,  that  Government  had  given  no  pledge  ; 
they  had  flated, .  that  they  would  make  an  inquiry  into  the  fituation 
of  the  Maroons  ;  to  fatisfy  the  honourable  Genera],  both  as  to,  the 
fa<St  of  Government  having  m^de  the  inquiry,,  and  as  to  the  refult 
of  the  inquiry,  he  fliould  refer  him  to  the  papers  which  had  been 
laid  upon^  the  table  of  the  Houfe.  Every  gentleman  who  examined 
thofe  papers  mufl  be  fatisfled  that  the  Maroons  had  experienced  no 
trant  of  attentbn ;  on  the  contrary,  the  utmoft  care  was  taken  of  their 
religion,  of  their  morals,*  of  their  property,  and  of  their  habitations^ 
and  of  their  children*  Upon  any  of  thefe  fads,  no  man  could  en* 
tprtain  a  doubt,  unle&  they  difl^elieved  the  return  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia.  He  begged  leave  here  to 
fay  a  few  words  refpe£ling  that  gentleman.  He  had  not  the  honour 
of  being  perfonally  acquainted  with  him  ;  he  had  only  feen  him  once 
before  be  went  out  in  his  prefent  flation,  but  from  what  he  had  uni- 
formly heard  of  his  abilities,  of  his  attention,  and  of  his  humanity, 
hp  had  confldered  himfelf  as  bound  to  recommend  him  to  His  Ma- 
yfly, a$  a  proper  pe]:fQn  to  fill  that  important  office ;  and  every  part 
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of  Sir  John  Wcntworth*s  conduit  fince  he  went  out,  had  completely 
juftified  the  anointment.  If  there  were  any  proofs  wanting  to 
prove,  that  the  gentleman  he  was  alluding  to,  pofTeflTed  thofe  quali- 
ficationsy  he  need  only  refer  to  the  corrcfpondence  before  the  Houfe, 
which  nnuft  fatisfy  every  gentleman  upon  that  fubjetSl.  He  defired 
to  afk  what  pofTible  intereft  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  could  have 
in  having  a  body  of  people,  who  were  not  very  far  removed  from  a 
favage  ftate,  placed  under  his  care  ?  or  what  poflible  intereft  cbuld 
he  have  in  difobeying  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  Duke  o£ 
F^ortlan^d,  to  treat  thefe  people  with  care  and  humanity  ?  He  wished 
any  gentleman  would  fairly  compare  the  (ituation  of  the  Maroons, 
while  in  Jamaica,  with  their  prefent  (ituation,  with  all  the  care  and 
attention  that  was  paid  to  them.  If  they  were  to  make  compari* 
fbns,  he  did  not  really  think  that  the  humanity  of  the  Aflcmbly  of 
Jamaica,  or  of  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  would  fuiFer  much 
by  being  compared  with  that  of  the  honourable  General.  Mr. 
Dundas  then  proceeded  to  read  a  letter  from  General  W^lpole  to 
Lord  fialcarres,  in  which  he  propofes  to  fettle  the  Maroons  in  tho 
Lowlands,  near  Spanifh  Town,  knd  adds,  that  the  ufe  of  the  fpirits 
which  they  would  then  get,  would  foon  enervate  that  hardy  confii-* 
tution  which  they  had  acquired  on.  the  mountains.  This  was  tho 
way  in  which  the  honourable  General  propofed  to  ferve  them,  and 
he  believed  the  Houfe  would  be  inclined  to  think  there  was  more  hu- 
manity in  placing  them  in  a  (ituation  where  their  health  and  their 
morals  were  attended  tp,  than  by  deftroying  both,  by  giving  them 
an  opportunity  of  indulging  in  the  ufe  of  fpirits.  Upon  thefe  grounds 
he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  concur  with  him  in  thinking  that  they 
ought  not  to  concur  in  the  prefent  motion. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  rofe  to  fupport  the  motion  of  his  honourable 
and  gallant  friend,  whofe  anxiety  upon  this  fubje6t  was  not  only 
natural,  but  laudable,  becaufe  he  was  the  officer  who  had  the  com- 
mand upon  the  occa(ion.  Thefe  men  had  placed  the  greateft  reli- 
ance in  his  honour;  and  he  was  the ^ more  anxious,  becaufe  the 
treaty  was  made  with  men  who  could  neither  read  nor  write.  His 
honourable  friend  had  ftated,  in  the  moft  explicit  manner,  what  the 
ground  of  his  charge  was,  and  he  had  hitherto  received  no  anfwer* 
He  did  expect  that  the  condud  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Af- 
fembly .  of  Jamaica,  would  have  been  jufiiBed,  under  a  pretence 
that  the  Maroons  had  been  guilty  of  an  infraction  of  the  treaty. 
One  part  of  the  complaint  of  his  honourable  friend  was^  that  he 
was  not  examined  before  the  Committee  of  the  AfTcmbly  of  Ja- 
maica ;  and  the  right  honourable  Secretary  had  affigned  no  reafon 
to  juftify  them  in  not  examining  him.   Surely/  if  they  really  wanted 
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to  obtain  informationi  they  would  have  applied  to  thfe  officer  whi> 
had,  by  his  (kill  and  gallantry,  brought  the  conteft  to  fo  favourable 
a  conclufion :  he  was  tbe  man  the  mod  likely  to  be  abl|  to  givie 
them  information  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  yet  they  pofitively  declined 
calling  him.  The  Aflembly  of  Jamaica  had,  in  the  fullc(t  and 
mod  explicit  manner,  tcdified  their  approbation  of  his  honourable 
friend's  conduct  during  that  war  :  they  voted  him  a  fword  of  five 
hundred  guineas  value,  as  a  teAimonyof  their  regard.  They  might 
have  the  beA  evidence  to  guide  their  judgements,  but  they  would 
not  take  it,  becaufe  they  were  determined  to  fend  thefe  unfortunate 
people  out  of  the  iiland ;  and  the  treaty  was,  in  fad,  made  a  trap 
to  deceive  them.  He  was  aiked,  whether  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica 
Could  be  brought  to  the  bar  by  Friday  fc*nnight  ?  Nobody  fwp- , 
pofed  they  could  ;  but  the  Iiland  of  Jao^ica  had  a  perfon  here  to 
watch  over  their  intereds  ;  that  gentleman  was  known  to  be  parti- 
cularly attentive  to  his  duty,  and  if  any  papers  or  documents  were 
wanting  to  juftify  the  condudt  of  the  Ailembly,  that  gentleman 
would  undoubtedly  apply  to  the  Houfe  to  give  farther  time.  The 
Houfe  ought  to  confider  what  would  be  the  confequence  of  their 
rejeding  this  motion,  before  they  came  to  a  decifion  upon  the  fub* 
je£l.  Did  they  mean  that  in  future  there  (hould  be  no  poffibility 
of  entering  into  any  treaty  with  people  of  t|jiis  defcription  ?  For 
that  muft  be  the  refult  of  it.  So  that  if  in  future  any  war  (hould 
break  out  with  the  Maroons  in  Jamaica,  it  miift  be  a  war  of  exter* 
mination.  Another  quefliop  to  be  confid(5l'ed  was  this,  could  any 
Briti(h  officer  confent  to  ferve  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica  after  the  treat* 
xnent  his  honourable  friend  had  received  i  The  right  honourable 
Secretary  had  entered  into  a  long  vindication  of  the  condudi  of  the 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  never  had  been  attacked  by  any 
perfon  ;  the  complaint  was  againft  the  condu£l  of  the  Aflembly  of 
Jamaica,  and  not  againft  Sir  John  Wentworxh — He  had  a  very 
high  opinion  of  fliat  gentleman's  humanity,  but  no  humanity  or  at- 
teption  could  make  thefe  people  happy  who  were  taken  from  the 
burning  heats  of  Jamaica,  and  expc^ed  ta  the  fevere  colds  of  Noysi 
Scotia. 

Mr.  SEWELL  juftified  the  condudt  of  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica* 
He  faid,  that,  from  the  way  in  which  the  Honourable  gentleman  had 
ftated  thisfubjc<9,  the  Houfe  might  naturally  be  led  to  fuppofe  that 
all  the  Maroons  had  been  fent  out  of  Jamaica ;  but  that  was  by  no 
means  the  cafe ;  thofe  who  were  not  in  the  rebellicni  were  not  dif« 
tuifced  at  all;  and  of  thofe  who  were  adually  in  arms  againfi  the 
ifland,  all  who,  in.  conformity  ta  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  furrendered 

the  firft  of.  January,  and  many  others  who,  althougti  aAually 
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ai^g^iged  in  the  rebellion,  had,  after  coming  In,  contributed  their 
endeavours  to  bring  in  the  refl,  were  fuffered  to  remain.     He  did 
not  by  any  means  wi(h  to  derc^te  from  the  praife  which  had  been 
bellowed  upon  the  honourable  General ;  he  certainly  was  entitled  to 
Ac  higheft  approbation  for  the  ikill  and  vigour  with  which  he  con- 
du6^ed  that  war ;  but  allowing  him  every  degree  of  merit,  he  could 
not  acquiefe  in  the  (latement  he  had  made.   It  had  been  re[>iefented 
as  a  vcry.conliderable  grievance,  that  thefe  Maroons  had  been  tranf- 
pcMTtcd  from  the  burning  heats  of  Jamaica  to  the  fevere  colds  of 
Nova  Scotia.     Their  tranfportatlon  thither,  as  far  as  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica  was  concerned,  was  a  meafure  merely  provifional :  they 
were  not  fent*to  Halifax  as  to  the  place  of  their  final  fcttlemcnt. 
The  Lcgiflature  of  Jamaica,  he  obferved,  could  have  no  authority 
to  determine  that.     They  were  fent  there,  as  to  a  place  which  a& 
forded  no  very  tedious  or  uncertain  paflTage,  while  it  removed  them 
at  once  to  a  reafonable  diftance  from  Jamaica  ;  but  they  were  there 
to  await  His  Majefty's  pleafure  with  regard  to  their  final  difpofal  and 
fettlement.     HisMajefty's  Government  judged  theift  (ettlcment  in 
Nova  Scotia  to  be  pra6licab|e  and  proper,  and  ordered  them  to  be 
fettled  there  accordingly.      It  was  not,  however,  he  faid,  to  be  un- 
derftood  that  there  cxifts  that  cruelty  in  edahliihing  the  Maroons  in 
Nova  Scotia  which  the  honourable  gentlemen  were  willing  to  im- 
pute.    Other  Nqgrocs  are  well  fettled  in  Nova  Scotia  5  and  fomc 
who,  not  more  than  twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago,  removed  thither 
from  the  fouthemmoft  regions  of  North  America,   are  already  in 
poiTellion  of  valuable  trails  of  land,  well  flocked  and  improved,  and, 
otherwife  become  rich  and  opulent,  and  happy,  by  the  application 
merely  of  their  own  perfonal  labour  and  induftry.,    The  Houfe,  he 
faid,  ought  alfo  to  know,  that  the  Maroons  had  been  accufiomed  to 
a  climate  very  different  from  what  had  been  called  the  "  burning 
heals  of  Jamaica.'*     They  did  not  live  (as  the  honourable  General 
would  have  had  them)  in  the  Low-lands.     They  occupied  (as  the 
honourable  General  in  his  letter  had  exprefTed  it)  **  an  healthy 
mountainous  (ituation ;"  and  with  refped  to  tranfitions  from  heat 
to  cold,  which  is  deemed  fo  great  a  grievance,  he  believed  the  Tre- 
lawny  Maropn  lands  are  nearly  as  cool  as  the  mountains  of  Ligu- 
at^a  :  and  the  honourable  General  himfelf,   he  prefumed,  mujll 
know,  that  between  the  town  of  Kingfton  in  Jamaica  and  a  fettle- 
ment called  Cold  Spring,  not  more  than  twelve  miles  t)fF  at  the 
back  of  it,  there  exifted  a  difference  of  climate  of  not  lefs  than 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  degrees.     If  the  Maroons  were  Icfs  ad- 
vanced in  their  intended  fcttlemtnt  than  mighj  have  been  cxpcftcd,. 
and  were  to  be  wifhed,  Mr.  Scwell  faid,-  it  had  been  owing  to  the 
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difcouragctncnt  which  had  been  induftrioufly  thrown  in  their  way, 
by  promifing  theni  a  removal  to  a  different  climate.  He  did  not 
know  that  the  honourable  Xjeneral  had  himfclf  encouraged  their 
views  of  being  embodied  for  fervice  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; 
bul  he  thought  it  not  impoffible  that  that  (hoirld  have  been  the 
cafe,  as  he  obferved  the  honourable  General,  in  one  of 'his  letters  to 
Lord  Balcarres^  had  before  propofed  their  being  formed  into  a  corps 
of  Rangers.  But,  be  that  as  it  might,  it  was  notorious  their  pro- 
grefs'  towards  fettling  themfelves  had  been  fhamefully  difcouraged 
and  retarded.  In  this,  however,  he  was  happy  to  fay,  neither  the 
Government  of  jthis  Country  nor  of  Jamaica  were  in  the  leaft  to 
blame :  the  former,  he  faid,  had  (hewn,  i  n  the  correfpondence  which 
he  had  perufed,  a  zeal  which' the  warmeft  friends  of  the  Maroons 
xnuft  be  fatisfied  with ;  and  as  for  the  liberality  of  Jamaica,  the 
Affembly  of  that  ifland  had  already  voted,  in  lefs  than  two  years,  a 
fum  little  fhort  of  50,0001.  on  their  account :  and  he  begged  to  aik 
any  gentleman,  whether,  if  perfons  in  thi?  country  had  taken  up 
arms  againft  the  Government,  they  would  be  likely  to  be  treated 
fo  well. 

Mr.  Sewell  then  obferved,  that  the  breach  of  the  treaty  by  the 
Maroons,  in  not  furrendering  themfelves,  had  been  too  (lightly  men- 
tioned to  need  much  infilling  on.  If  it  had  been  made  material  to 
difcufs  it,  he  faid,  he  was  ready  to  have  met  it,  and  to  have  proved 
to  the  fatisfa61ion  of  the  Houfe,  that  previous  to  the  furrender  of  the 
firft  body  of  the  Maroons,  under  Johnftone,  their  chief,  Lord  Bal- 
Carres  had  ](rued  an  order  to  the  honourable  General,  in  rather  pe- 
remptory terms  too^  to  march  againft  them,  and  that  the  honourable 
General  had  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  that  order,  and  had  pro- 
mifed  implicit  oledience  to  it ;  and  that  at  that  time,  when  the  ho- 
nourable General  was  moft  clearly  no  longer  authorized  to  negotiate, 
the  party  under  Johnftone,  which  was  the  firft  body  that  came  in, 
had  not  furrendered.  Mr.  Sewell,  then  infifted,  the  Maroons  had 
not  delivered  up  the  runaway  negroes,  according  to  the  third  article 
of  the  treaty ;  hut,  fo  far  from  it,  they  had  even  endeavoured  to 
protect  and  conceal,  under  the  name  of  Maroons,  fuch  few  of  them 
as  endeavoured  to  impofe  themfelves  upon  the  country,  by  coming 
in  with  and  as  a  part  of  the  people.  The  confequencc'of  the 
breach  of  the  treaty  in  this  refpefl  was  nothing  le(s,  he  faid,  than 
that  the  runaways  had  fince  adlually  ifTucd  forth  in  arms  from  the 
woods ;  and  had  very  lately  committed  great  depredations  in  the 
country. 

With  regard  to  the  propofed  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
^(Tcmbly  of  Jamaica,  Mr.  Sewell  ftrenuoufly  rcfiftcd  the  con(idersi« 


May  I.]  DEBATES.  93 

tion  of  fuch  a  propofition  for  a  moment ;  it  being,  he  (ai<f|  no  other 
than  a  wild  and  mod  extravagant  conceit  of  an  unheard-of  jurif- 
di6lion  over  the  proceedings  of  the  legiflative  authority  of  that 
iiland. 

Mr.  Sewell  concluded  with  a  defence  of  the  proceedings  of  tho 
AfTembly  of  Jamaica,  and  contended,  that  their  condaft  thfough« 
out  had  been  guided  by  juAice,  and  marked  with  humanity. 

Mr.  BARHAM  faid,  he  was  forry  that,  for  the  reafons  ftated  by 
the  right  honourable  Secretary,  they  could  not  enter  into  the  propofed 
Committee,  becaufe  he  was  convinced  that  the  more  this  fubjedt 
was  inquired  into,  the  more  the  condudl  of  the  Aflembly  of  Ja« 
maica  would  meet  with  approbation. 

The  correfpondence  before  the  Houfc  proved,  in  the  cleared 
manner,  that  it  was  the  Maroons  who  broke  the  treaty,  becaufe  it 
appeared  that  after  the  treaty  had  been  iigncd,  they  were  in  a  date 
of  hodility,  and  farther  negotiations  wer6  carried  on  with  them« 
With  refpeift  to  the  humanity  of  the  cafe,  he  agreed  with  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  that  it  was  much  more  humane'to  fend  them 
to  Nova  Scotia,  than  to  place  them  in  a  (ituation  where,  by  the  fa- 
cility with  which  they  would  get  liquors,  their  health  would  be  dc- 
droyed.  It  had  been  faid,  that  it  was  cruel  to  tranfport  them  to  fo 
t:old  a  climate  ;  but  he  begged  to  obferve,  that  this  change  of  climate 
was  no  more  than  what  was  experienced  by  many  gentlemen,  either 
in  perforn^ance  of  their  duty.  In  attending  to  their  affairs,  or  in  gra- 
tifying their  curiofity.    ' 

An  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  there  was  no  occafion  to 
have  fpoken  of  the  character  of  Sir  John  Wentworth  :  in  anfwer  to 
this  he  ihould  only  fay,  that  it  was  important  to  know  that  he  was  a 
man  of  high  honour  and  humanity,  when  they  had  his  letters  before 
them,  giving  an  account  of  the  (ituation  of  the  Maroons.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  there  was  confiderable  reparation  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Jamaica,  for  the  attack  which  had  been  made  upon  it,  and 
he  (hould  himfelf  make  a  motion  to  that  efFe£t. 

Mr.TIERNEY  and  Mr.  BARHAM  explained. 

The  honourable  GEORGE  WALPOLE  replied  to  the  dif- 
ferent  arguments  which  had  been  urged  againd  hi»  motion. 
A  learned  gentleman  had  obferved,  that  he  had  not  been  an  enemy 
to  the  dedru<9ion  of  the  Maroons  by  having  advifed  their  being 
fettled  in  the  Lowlands,  where  fpirits  would  foon  decreafe  their 
numbers.  Now,'  how  was  the  real  faft  ?  What  had  been  the  caufc 
of  this  letter  ?  The  propriety,  nay,  the  abfolute  ncceflity  of  fend- 
ing the  Maroons  from  the  ifland,  had  been  openly  difcuflcd  in  con- 
ycrfations,  and  a  pre-determination  to  violate  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
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(eeiBcd  nfuch  the  falhion ;  and  the  argument  was»  that  it  would  be 
impofliible  to  truft  them.  What  was  he  to  do  ?  That,  to  be  fure, 
which  appeared  to  him  mod  likely  to  do  away  the  timidity  of  the 
planters.  He  had  therefore  flated  that  idea,  but  he  had  ilated 
others  alfo,  among  which  was  another  which  he  then  recolle6ledy 
viz.  to  form  them  into  one  or  more  companies  of  Rangers,  one  of 
which  was  to  have  been  ilationed  at  the  Maroon  town,  a  fecond  on 
Hedtor's  river^  and  a  third  at  the  Barracks  on  Great  River.  Of 
two  evils,  he  had  chofen  the  leaft ;  he  was  to  accede  to  any  thing 
within  the  letter  of  the  terms,  rather  than  to  permit  them*  to  be  vio« 
lated :  but  becaufe  he  had  held  out  various  proppfals  as  expedient^ 
and  as  inducements  to  the  Houfe  of  AiTembly  not  to  be  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  treaty,  could  it  therefore  be  argued  that  .he  would  not 
have  preferred  a  more  liberal  and  generous  conftrudicn  of  it  ? 
He  noticed  Mr.  Dundas's  obfervation,  that  there  was  not  any  power 
to  bring  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica  before  that  Houfe,  and  aigued, 
that  i|  was  an  aifumed  power  which  was  not  veiled  in  them  legally, 
which  they  had  exercifed  in  refped  jto  the  treaty  ;  that  it  was  a 
power  which  properly  belonged  to  the  Executive ;  and  it  would  be 
for  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  to  account  why  they  had  advifed  him  to 
difpenfe  with  his  prerogative  only  to  the  oppreffion  of  his  fubjedls : 
and  viewing  it  in  that  light,  it  was  a  curious  reafon  to  urge  for  the 
Houfe  to  (hut  their  ears  againft  a  grofs  breach  of  national  faith.  It 
had  been  urged  by  the  Aflembly,  that  the  runaways  had  not  been 
delivered  up ;  and  the  evidence  of  Lord  Balcarres  had  been  Veforted 
to  to  prove  that  they  had  furrendered  in  the  chara6lcr  of  Maroons. 
Certainly  they  had  ;  but  let  us  examine  the  matter  deeper  ;  it  had 
been  fo  agreed  upon  between  him  and  the  Maroons,  from  the  im* 
praAicability  of  otherwife  getting  them  out  of  the  woods  ;  but  at 
the  indatit  of  their  furrendcr,  they  didated  a  lift  didinguilhing  the 
.  Miroons  from  the  runaways,  which  lift  he  tranfmitted  to  Lord 
Balcarras ;  and  it  was  according  to  this  lift  that  the  Maroons  had 
been  feparated  from  the  rtmaways,  and  the  former  lodged  in  the 
Barracks,  and  the  latter  in  the  jail  of  Montego  Bay. 

But  if  any  doubts  had  exiftcd  in  the  minds  of  the  AiTembly,  the 
printed  obrrefpondence  on  their  table  would  foon  have  cleared  it 
up  ;  for  Lord  Balcarres,  in  his  letter,  March  1 6th,  1796,  himfetf 
makes  the  diftind^ion  ;  aild  it  is  marked  in  various  other  letters « , 
and  yet  with  all  this  printed  evidence  before  them  explanatory  of 
Lord  Balcarres'  anfwer>  the  AiTembly  decided  as  if  the  runaways 
bad  riot  been  furrendered.  A  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  SewcU)  had 
ftated  his  opinion,' that  the  tinic  foF.fulfiHing  the  treaty  had  elapfed  ; 
mbtedl/  it  was  his  opinion,  and  he  had  £9  fubmitttd  it  te  the 
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Governor ;  it  ¥^2%  his  duty  to  have  done  fo :  but  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  read,  he  would  fee  that  the  negotiations  had  been 
eoncinued  with  Johnftone.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated 
them  to  have  terminated  on  the  firft  of  January.  Now  what  did 
the  Governor  fay.  in  his  letter  of  the  1 3th  of  January  ?  **  I  think 
yoa  may  give  them  till  to-morrow  at  two  (f clock  to  come  sm'*  Again» 
in  his  direflions  to  General  Walpole  through  Major  Browne,  he 
de&res  him  exprefsly  to  continue  negotiating  till  Saturday  the  l^J^d  of 
the  fame  month*  After  thefe  proofs,,  did  the  honourable  gentleman 
now  doubt  whether  or  not  the  negotiations  had  been  continued  after 
the  firfl  of  January  ?  or  did  he  fuppofe  that  Lord  Balcarres  had  been, 
^carrying  on  a  mock  negotiation ;  or  that  if  he  had/that  he  (General 
Walpole)  would  have  (looped  to  have  become  the' inftrumcnt  df 
fuch  an  abominable  piece  of  perfidy  ?  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  dwelt  rnuch  on  the  humanity  of  the  Aifembly  in  grantii^ 
2,5001.  to  the  Maroons  on  their  traiifportation,  and  had  entered,  he 
thought,  into  a  comparifon  becween  him  and  them  on  that  ground. 
Surely,  Sir,  faid  Mr.  Walpole,  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
talks  thus,  he  muft  mean  it  upon  the  principle  of  the  motto  of  the 
grinning  club  "  Daturetriori,"  "  the  uglieft  grinner  (hall  be  the  . 
winner."  But  let  it  be  examined  in  what  that  humanity  confided  ; 
it  confiftsd  in  rranfportinga  whole  people,  in  direct  violation  of  the 
fiipulated  terms  of  a  capitulation,  from  the  hotted  clinnate  under  the 
toftid  zone  to  the  coldeft  region  in  North  America.  Was  that  the 
bumamty  of  which  the  honourable  Member  is  fp  proud  to  boaft  i 
Was  that  the  Panacea  with  which  he  intended  to  heal  the  wounded 
eokifdences  of  his  friends  in  Jamaica  \  Oh,  worthy  advocate  of 
fuch  a  body  !  Oh,— [the  Speaker  here  interrupted,  as  it  appeared 
tending  to  perfonalityj^^-Mr.  Walpole  dated,  that  nothing. was  far* 
tfaer  from  his  intention ;  but  that  when  the  honourable  Member 
tsdked  of  humanity,  he  fancied  it  would  be  to  his  votd  that  night 
tot  the  Houfe  would  look  for  his  humanity,  and  not  to  his  own 
recommendation.  General  Walpole  iofifted  that  the  Maroons  had 
fidfilledihe  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  that  it  had  been  grofsly^  violated 
by  the  ifland  of  Jamaica.  He  put  the  cafe  of  the  feanten  jUd  year, 
and  aiked,  Aether,  when  you  had  got  them  into  your  power,  by 
holding  out  a  pardon,  you  would  have  ventured  to  violate  them  \ 
and  why  a^  didindion  was  now  to  be  made  as  to  one  body  whicb 
you  dared  not  to  attempt  as  to  the  other  ? 

The  Houfe  divided :  For  the  motion,  5  ;  Againd  it,  35. 
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Wednejdajj  JM[ay  2. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  feme  material  altqationd 
had  been  made  in  the  bill  for  the  redemption  of  the  land  tax>  and 
feveral  claufes  had  been  introduced  to  make  it  complete,  he  (hould 
therefore  propofe  to  go  into  the  Committee  to-day,  for  the  fole  pur- 
pofe  of  filling  up  the  blanks  ;  and  it  was  his  intention  to  have  it 
recommitted  afterwards.  He  confequently  wiftied  to  know,. whe- 
ther the  Houfe,  previous  to  his  moving  the  order  of  the  day,  would 
accede  to  that  mode  of  proceeding.  % 

After  fome  remarks  from  Mr.  JOLLIFFE,  Sir  J.  SINCLAIR, 
and  Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY,  in  which  they  declared  them- 
fclves  unfriendly  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  acceded  to  Mr.  Pitt's 
propofitiqn, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  if  the  Houfe  confcntcd  to  the 
propofal,  the  bill  would  be  recommitted  again,  and  they  might  then 
objedl  to  his  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  did  not  propofe  to  have  the 
bill  recommitted  at  an  earlier  day  than  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BASTARD  was  of  opinion,  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's propofal  was  very  fair  and  unobjedionable. 

Thd  Houfe  then  refolvcd  itfelf  into  the  Committee,  Mr.  HO- 
BART  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  it  heceffary  to  ftate,  for  the  fa- 
ti$£a£iion  of  the  gentlemen  prefent,  that  as  the  motives  for  ppft- 
poning  the  ballot  for  the  Committee  to  try  the  Tewkefbury  petition 
had  ceafed,  there  would  be  no  impediment  to  proceed  with  the 
ballot  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  after  taking  a  (hort  review  of  the  original 
terms  of  the  purchafe  of  the  land  tax,  with  refpedl  to  landholders 
and  third  perfons,  ftated,  that  the  principal  claufe  to  be  now  intro- 
duced, altered  the  nature  of  the  terms,  as  it  was  pr6pofed  to  give  to 
the  landholders  the  right  to  purchafe  at  eighteen  years  purchafe,  and 
when  the  ftock*  were  at  fifty.  The  third  perfons  were  to  buy  the 
tax  at  twenty  years  purchafe,  as  the  terms  originally  ftood.  • 
•  Mr.  HUSSEY  wiflicd  to  know  what  difFerencc  of  lofs  would-  "^ 
then  arife  to  the  public.  , 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  the  propofed  gain  would  bQ 
proportionably  reduced. 

The  blanks  were  filled  up,  the  report  received,  and  ordered  to  b^ 
taken  into  fiirther  confideration  on  Monday  next. 
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The  teport  of  the  SalNduty  Bill  was  brought  up  and  agreed  to ; 
and  qo  the  motion  that  It  be  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  there  was  a  defcription  of  people  who 
would  be  materially  affcf^ed  by  the  bill,  and  therefore  he  wiflied  the  . 
third  reading  might  be  poftponed  till  means  might  be  adopted  for 
their  relief. 

Mr.  Chancellor  l^ITT  replied,  that  an  expedient  (hould  be 
adopted  which,  he  hoped,  would  be  fatisfadory  to  the  bakers,  who 
were  the  people  he  fuppofed  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded'  to. 
The  Magiilrates  (hould  be  enabled  to  raife  the  aflize  of  bread  in 
proportion  to  the  extra  expence  which  bakers  might  incur  in  confe« 
quence  of  the  increafed  duty  on  fait ;  and  the  fixing  on  to*morrow 
for  the  third  reading  would  not  prevent  that  expedient  from  being 
adopted.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-> 
morrow. 

Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  faid  he  had  not  been  confulted  upon  this 
matter,  but  he  underRbod  that  an  arrangement  had  taken  place  be* 
tween  the  Bakers  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  amendments  were  then  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill' or* 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to>morroWy  if  then  engroffed. 

Friday y  May  4. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Salt-duty  Bill, 

Mr.  H06H0USE  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  this  bill,  but 
he  was  apprehenfive  it  would  fall  heavier  upon  the  lower  orders  of 
fociety  than  was  expelled,  becaufe  perfons  who  fold  articles  in 
which  fait  was  ufed,  would  of  courfe  increafe  their  price  to  the 
confumcr. 

Mr.  MARTIN  gave  great  credit  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer for  the  goodnefs  of  his  intentions,  but  he  was  afraid  that 
notwithftanding  every  precaution,  this  tax  would  fell  very  heavy 
upon  the  poorer  part  of  fociety.  It  was  very  well  known  that  in 
the  country  the  principal  food  of  the  peafants  and  labourers  was 
bacon,  the  price  of  which  muft  be  ferioufly  affedled  by  a  lax 
upon  fait. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  neither  of  the  gentlemen' 
who  had  fpoken  had  oppofed  the  bill,  he  (hould  only  trouble  the 
Houfe  with  a  few  words.      From  every  inquiry  he  had  made  into 
this  fubjedl,  both  before  and.fince  the  time  when  he  propofed  this 
tax,   he  was'  confirmed  in  the  belief,  that  the  calculation  he  had 
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made  was  correal.  It  was  impoffible  that  any  calculation  cbuld» 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  be  uniformly  accurate.  The  tax  muft 
fall  more  feverely  upon  fome  than  upon  Others :  but  it  was  a  great 
^niblation  to  know,  that  in  thofe  cafes  in  which  the  tax  came  to 
more  than  he  had  cflimated,  there  would  probably  exift  an  increafcd 
capability  of  paying  it.  He  had  ufcd  every  endeavour  in  his  power, 
both  in  tKe  prefent  and  in  former  inftancet,  to  make  the  burdens 
which  the  exigencies  of  the  State  rendered  it  neccflfary  to  impofe,  as 
}ight  as  poffible  to  the  poorer  orders  of  the  people.  But  he  muft 
here  repeat  what  he  had  faid  upon  a  former  occafion,  that  when 
fuch  a  grqat  incrcafe  had  been  made  to  the  burdens  of  the  people, 
in  which  the  lower  orders  had  been  fo  peculiarly  fparcd,  it  was  no 
ffiorc  than  what  policy  and  juftice  required,  that  they  (hould  contri- 
bute fome  portion  for  the  general  defence. 

.  Mr.  W.  BlRD  w?s  apprehenfive  that  this  tax  would  have  a 
^^onfiderable  eSe<£l  on  the  price  of  l^read  ;  a  trifling  addition  to  the 
pice  of  a  loaf  was  of  no  confequence  to  a  gentleman,  but  it  would 
be  feverely  felt  by  the  poor,  particularly  in  manufa<Suring  towns, 
and  therefore  he  was  very  anxious  that  fome  mbafure  (hould  be 
adopted  to  prevent  the  price  of  bread  being  increafed  by  this  tax. 

The  LORD  MAYOR  (Sir  J.'  W.  Anderfon,*Baronet)  faid,  it 
would  affedt  the  price  of  b^ad  very  little  indeed  ;  it  appeared,  upon 
the  mod  accurate  calculation,  that  it  would  jiot  add  one  fourth  of  a 
farthing  to  the  price  of  a  loaf.  '  v 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  wiftied  to  know,  whether  any  draw- 
backs were  to  be  allowed  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  he  was  averfe  to  the  grant- 
ing of  drawbacks,  unlefs  very  g(ood  reafons  could  be  aOigned  for 
them.  It  was,  however,  in  contemplation  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  re- 
gulate the  coUedlion  of  this  duty,  and  if  any  drawbacks  were  necef- 
fary,  they  might  then  be  propofed.  He  defired,  however,  npt  to  be 
undetflood  as  giving  his  alTent  to  any  propo(ition*of  the  kind. 

The  bill  was  then  read,  at  third  time,  and  paifed. 

The  LORD  MAYOR  (Sir  J.  W.  Anderfon,  Baronet)  rofc,  in 
purfuance  of  his  notice,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter 
and  qmcnd  the  laws  refpeding  bread.  The  aSs  which  the  Lcgif- 
lature  had  paffed  upon  this  fubjedt,  had  been  produdive  of  great  be- 
nefit, but  were  capable  of  being  rendered  ftill  more  beneficial. '  The 
firfi  alteration  he  (hould  propofe  to  make  was  refpedingthe  returns, 
which  were  very  defeSivc ;  he  fbould  therefore  propofe,  to  compel 
baiters  to  be  more  regular  in  their  returns.'  The  next  objeA  h^ 
ad  in  view,  was  to  have  the  returns  more  circumftantial  and 
inute }  and^  in  order  to  give  more  time  for  that  purpofe^  be  Hiould 
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propofe,  that  die  return  fhoidd  be  made,  on  Saturday  inftead  of  Men- 
daj.  Another  alteration  which  he  (Aould  propofe,  was  with  regard 
to  the  reports,  in  which  he  wifhed  to  have  more  regularity.  The 
next  prc^fition  he  (hould  make,  was  with  refpedt  to  allum  :  he 
(hould  introduce  a  claufe,  infliding  a  punifhment  upon  any  baker 
in  whofe  houfe  any  allum  was  found.  The  laft  objed  he  had  in 
view^  was  to  make  fome  allowance '  for  the  duty  which  Parliament 
was  about  to  impofe  upon  fait.  He  had  already  dated,  that  upon 
the  moft  accurate  inveftigation,  it  would  not  make  a  difierence  of 
more  than  one  fourth  of  a^  farthing  in  a  loaf.  Thefe  were  the  pro* 
vilions  of  the  bill,  which  he  now  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in* 

Mr.  TIERNEY  wiOied  to  know,  whether  when  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  made  his  calculation  of  half  a  buftiel  of  fait  a 
year,  he  included  that  which  would  be  confumed  in  every  way  i 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  he  did  not  include  thofe  who 
falted  their  own  meat. 

Mr.  W.  BIRD  faid,  he  underfiood  that  it  took  one  pound  of  (alt 
to  one  bufliel.of  flour  ;  he  wilhed  to  know  if  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  had  that  circumftance  in  his  contemplation  when  he 
made  the  calculalion  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  certainly  had  ;  and  leave  was 
given  to  bring  in  thel>ill. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubje£t  in  which  he  confidered 
die  fafety  of  the  country  at  (lake.  Having  received  fome  intimation 
that  he  diould  receive  a  letter  upon  the  fubjed)  that  might  probably 
explain  it,  he  had  thought  it  proper  to  wait  in  order  to  fee  the  con- 
tents of  that  letter."  He  had  received  that  letter  this  afternoon; 
but  there  was  nothing  in  it  which  induced  Jiim  to  think  he  (hould 
difchai^e  his  duty  to  his  country  if  he  did  not  pkrfift  in  the  motion. 
The  fubjed  to  which  he  had  alluded,  was  the  mode  in  which  ten* 
ders  of  fervice  had  been  received  in  the  county  of  Surry.  He  gave 
notice  that  he  (hould,  on  Tuefday  next,  move  for  a  Committee  to 
inqnire  into  the  manner  in  which  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the 
countiy  had  been  carried  into  execution. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PIIHT  faid,  as  this  was  a  fubjedl  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  the  £iiety  of  the  country,  he  was  anxious  that  it 
(hould  come  on  the  day  it  was  propofed.  He  fuggefted  that  there 
was  fome  bufinefs  fianding  for  that  day. 

After  a  (hort  convcrfarion  between  Mr.  TIERNEY  and  the 
SPEAKER,  it  was  agreed  that  the  notice  (hould  (land  provifionally 
for  Tuefday  ;  and  if  it  could  not  come  on  that  day,  that  it  (hould 
(land  for  Wednefday. 
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Mr:  HENRY  THORNTON  rofe  to  move  for  the  Honfe  to 
TcfolvG  itfelf  into  a  Committee;  in  which  he  meant  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on  the  flavc  trade  on 
the  northern  coaft  of  Africa.     He  did  not  think,  that  in  makihg 
this  motion,  he  fhould  ad  in  violation  of  the  decifion  the  Houfe  had 
come  to  this  feflion ;  bccaufc  the  principle  of  the  two  meafures  were 
different.     This  was  not  the  time  for  him  to  enter  into  detail;  but 
he  would  juft  ftatc  the  grounds  of  his  motion.     The  calculations 
he  fhould  have  occafion  to  mention  to  the  Houfe  were  made  by  Mr. 
Norris;  and  though  they  mighty  in  fome  inftances,,  be  inaccurate,  he 
believed  they  were  in  general  pretty  corredt.     The  diftrid^  in  which 
he  meant  to  prohibit  the  trade  extended  about  r,2oo  miles,  from 
whence  about  7,200  flaves  were  annually  brought.     The  numbers 
of  flaves  brought  from  Africa  annually  were  about   70,000;  of 
thefe  England  took  about  38,900,  and  France  ufed  to  tdke  about 
20,000,'  but  now   France  did  not  take  any  ;  therefore,  if  even  the 
prohibition  was  extended  to  tlie  7,200,  ftill  there  woufd   be  hnorc 
flaves  for  the  market.      If  they  were  really  anxious  to  gradually 
abolifli  this  trade,  they  (hould  take  fome  fteps  at  home,  and  not  Icavip 
it  all  to  the  Weft-India  Iflands,     Therq  were  two  mcafures  that 
might  be  adopted,  that  would  tend  to  the  gradual  abolition  ;  the  firft 
was,  to  make  a  felediion  in  the  flaves  that  were  taken  ;  and  the 
other  was,  only  to  take  flaves  from  a  certain  part  of  the  coaft.  The 
Sierra- Leone  Company  would  certainly  afiift  as  much  as  it  could  to 
effcdl  this  gradual  abolition.     This  colony  had   now  exifted  five 
years;  there  was  originally  a  fum  of  240,0001.  fubfcribed  for  this 
undertaking  ;  of  this  fum,  Jie  was  forry  to  fay,  not  above  6o,oool. 
remained.      The  colony  has  fuftained  very  furious  calapiities,  both 
from   fire  and  from  the  enemy  ;  but  the  great  thing  againft  the   ' 
•colony  trade  was  the  flave  trade.     Even  the  perfons  which  they  had' 
fcnt  out  as  their  fadors,  engaged  in  the  flave  trade. '  'Having  fliortly 
expatiated  upon  thefe  fubjecSs,  he  concluded  with  moving  the  Houfe 
*to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  in  order  that  he  might  then  move 
"for  fcave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  flave  trade  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  within  certain  limits. 

General  TARLETON  ftatcd,  that  he  had  received  inftruflions 

-from  his  conftituents  to  oppofc  this  bill.     He  difapproved  of  the 

4dea  of  granting  the  Sierra-Leone  Company  a  monopoly.    He  faid, 

Jhat  >vhen  the  Houfe  had  agreed  to  a  gradual  abolition,  this  country 

'  was  in  profound  peace  ;  but  now  we  were  invplved  in  an  extenfiye 

war,  which  very  materially  altered  the  nature  of  the  cafe.     The 

aucftic^  of  the  flaVc  trade  had  already  been  difcuflTed  this  feflion, 
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and  the  abolition  rtjcAed  ;  and  now  this  was  an  attempt  to  do  that 
by  piece-nneal,  which  had  been  rejed^ed  in  toto. 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  faid,  he  fliould  oppofc  the  b'lll.  The 
motive  which  induced  the  honourable  gentleman  to  bring  forward 
this  meafure  \i'as  fufiiciently  apparent — his  objedl  was,  fecretly,  to 
give  the  whole  trade  of  that  part  of  the  coaft  to  the  Sicrra-Lcone 
Company. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fald^  th^t  as  to  the  objefiion  made  to  this 
meafure^  that  it  was  inconliftent  with  the  determination  of  Parlia- 
ment this  fefiion,  he  could  not  conceive  how  it  applied  ;  for  Par- 
liament had  rejected  the  total  abolition,  and  this  was  a  propofal  to 
aboli(h  one-tenth  of  the  trade.  As  far  as  his  wilhes  went,  he  had 
rather  abolilh  nine-tenths  than  one>  tenth,  and  the  whole  rather  than 
nine-tenths. 

This  had  been  reprefented  as  a  monopoly  to  the  Sierra- Leone 
Company,  but  upon  what  grounds  he  could  not  conceive,  becaufehe 
knew  of  no  charter,  either  in  exiftcnce  or  propofed,  by  which  the 
Sierra- Leone  Company  were  entitled  to  the  exclufive  trade  of  that 
part  of  the  coaft.  If  this  bill  paifed,  every  body  might  trade  to  that 
part  of  the  coaft,  only  they  muft  trade  in  merchandize,'  not  in  blood. 
With  rcfpedt  to  any  attempt  to  do  this  fecretly,  there  was  no  pre- 
tence for  it ;  and,  as  a  proof  there  was  no  fecrecy  in  the  cafe,  it  ap- 
peared to  be  fufHciently  known  to  enable  the  honourable  Generart 
conftituents  to  inOrndt  him  to  oppofe  the  bill,  though  they  had 
not  furni(hed  him  with  any  very  good  arguments  for  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  obferved,  that  upon  ^very  queftion  conntdled 
with  the  flave  trade,  thofe  honourable  gentlemen  who  had  been  in* 
fh-ufled  to  oppofe  the  prefent  meafure,  had  received  the  like  inftruc* 
tions,  and  he  left  jt  for  the  Houfe  to  determine  what  regard  ought  to 
be  paid  to  inftrudlions  which  uniformly  went  to  oppofe  every  mea- 
fure, however  laudable,  if  any  way  connedled  with  the  queflion  of 
the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade. 

Mr.  SEWELL  wi(hed  it  to  be  underftood,  that  if  he  did  not 
oppofe  going  into  the  Committee,  it  was  not  to  be  confidered  an  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  meafure^  If  this  motion  for  the  abolition  of  one- 
tenth  of  the  trade  was  warranted  by  the  forms  of  the  Houfe,  he  did 
not  fee  why  another  Member  might  not  move  to  repeal  nine- tenths, 
and  fo  aboli(h  the  trade  by  piece- meal,  though  the  Houfe  had  re- 
folved  it  (hoi|Id  not  be  abolifhed  in  total. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  if  this  motion  was  the  fame  in  fub- 
ftance  as  that  which  the  Houfe  had  already  decided  upon  this  fcf- 
lion,  then  unqucftionably  the  Houfe,  confiftent  with  its  rules  and 
prders^  could  not  entertain  it.     But  he  thought  tjiis  motion,  efpe- 
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ciatly  when  coupled  ^fvith  the  explanation  of  the  hOTOurable  gende* 
man,  did  not  infringe  upon  the  rules  of  thcHoufe. 
^   Colonel  GASCOYNE  explained.  ' 

Mr-  BRYAN  EDWARDS  faid,  that  if  he  undcrftood  the  ho- 
nourab^e  gcntletnan  right,  the  ground  of  this  bill  was  this — That 
the  Sierra-Beonc  Company  had  undertaken  to  civilize  a  part  (^  the 
Negroes  on  their  native  coaA  ;  an  attempt  which  was  laudable,  me- 
ritorious, and  humane  in  the  highefl  degree,  and  that  for  the  purpofe 
of  carrying  this  good  intention  into  effed,  it  was  neceflfary  to  rcftrain 
the  flave  trade  in  a  certain  part  of  the  coail.  It  had  been  ufual  to 
confound  the  Weft- India  planters  and  Liverpool  flave  traders  toge- 
ther, as  joined  in  an  attempt  to  oppofe  all  regulation  of  the  trade 
and  relief  to  the  Negroes  ;  but  he  fpoke  from  the  bcft  information, 
when  he  afferted,  that  the  Sierra-Leone  Company  had  met  with  no 
deponents  in  the  Weft- India  Iflands.  Before  Negroes  could  be 
raifed  into  the  rank  of  civil  fociety,  it  was  neceflary  to  give  thgm 
fome  mental  improvement,  otherwife  it  was  beginning  at  the  wrong 
end.  He  therefore  (hould  fuppert  the  bill,  unlefs,  like  a  former 
^meafure  upon  this  fubje£t,  it  took  away  all  liberty,  from  the 
Whitts.  " 

The.  Houfc  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  upop  the 
motion,  and  the  Houie  being  refumed,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
the  bill.  '  , 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Slave- 
carrying  Bill,  when  feveral  blanks  were  filled  up.  * 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  moved  his  propofition  refpefling  the  cubical 
/pace  to  be  allowed  between  decks,  and  the  Houfe  was  cleared  for 
-a  divilion ;  but  the  farther  confideration  was  poftponed  to  Thurf*. 
day"  next. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  moved,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  be  counted, 
when  there  being  but  thirty-nine  Members  prefent,  the  Houfc 
adjourned.  . 

Monday^  May^']. 

Colonel  SMOLLET  prefcnted  a  petition  and  memorial  on  be- 
half of  the  Freeholders,  Juftices  of  Peace,  and  others  of.  the  county 
of  Dumbarton  ;  thefubftancc  of  w»hich  was,  that  when  the  country 
is  threatened  with  invafion,  the  rnemorialifts  and  petitioners  obfervc 
with  fatisfaflion  the  force  now  co!le6iing  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom 
to  ftrengthcn  the  hands  of  Government,  as  alfo  the  amount  of  the 
Subfcriptions,  &c.  ;  but  as  fgch  raeafure  was  liable  to  fome  objec- 
tions^ they  think  it.  the  better  way  to  raifc  in  future  the  ncccflary 
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fuppltes  within  the  year  with<>ut  any  loan.  Sach  a  meafure  would 
oonvince  the  enemy  of  the  ftrength  of  our  refources.  They  there- 
fore do  not  hefitate  to  recommend  a  dire£t  tax  on  9II  property,  real 
and  perfonaU  according  to  the  value ;  th^t  a  fmall  tax  'in  that  way 
on  t^tdi  perfon  ^puld  raife  very  large  fums  of  money,  and  might  be 
conlkkred  as  a  premium  of  infurance  for  the  protection  of  property, 
and  would  be  better' than  any  other  mode  that  could  be  devired. 
Xhqr  therefore  petition  the  Houfe,  that  this  plan  may  be  taken  into 
confidcracion,  and  that  a  bill  may  be  brought  in  for  a  dired  tax 
on  ital  and  perfonal  eflates,  'of  whatever  kind,  and  to  continue 
the  fatne  in  for^e,  if  neceflfary,  during  the*  prefent  war  with 
France.* 

Mr.  BUXTON  could  not  allow  this  petition  to  have  a  quef- 
tion  put  upon  it,  without  expreffing  his  warmeft  srpprobation  of  its 
principle. 

On  motion  that  it  be  brought  up,  it  was  agreed  to ;  and  being 
read, 

Mr.  SPEAJCER  obferved,  that  this  was  partly  a  petition  and 
partly  a  memorial ;  that  the  Houfe  could  not  receive  it  as  a  me- 
morial, it  could  only  receive  it  as  a  petition.  Ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  thought  proper  to  refufe  to  apply  for  a  recommendation 
from  the  Throne  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Palmer,  and  as  he  could 
not  yet  find  a  form  of  an  addrefs,  which  was  at  the  fame  time 
within  the  rules  of  the  Houfe,  and  calculated  to  attain  the  end  he 
»had  in  view,  the  fulfilment  of  the* agrcemfcnt  between  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Palmer,  he  felt  himfelf  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  waving,  for  the  prefent,  the  motion  which  flood  for  to- 
morrow. He  wifhed,  however,  to  have  it  underftood,  tl\at  Mf^ 
Palmer's  claim,  which,  in  his  judgement,  was  founded  on  ftrift 
juflice,  was  not  intended  to  be  abandoned,  but  the  inveitigation  only 
propofed  to  be  delayed.  .  , 

Mr.  CALVERT,  junior,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Tewkefbuiy  elcdion,  that  the  fitting  Member  againft  whom  the 
petition  was  prefcnted,  was  duly  ekdled  ;  and  that  the  petitions  of 
Pctef  More,  Efq.  and^others,  were  frivolous  and  vexatious. 

Tuefdayf  May  8.' 

The  Eledion-treating  Bill  was  read  a  third  time. 
Mr;  Chancellor  PITT   laid  before  the   Houfe  a^  Order  of 
CouncU  concerning  the  ftatc  cf  the  filver  coin  of  tl>c  Realm,  and 
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the  eOabliihment  of  the  Mint.  He  then  ftated,  th«t  it  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  His  Majefty  to  iflfue  a  new  coinage  of  fiivcr, 
which  appeared  at  prcfcnt  fo  very  much  required  by  all  claffcs  of 
the  community  ;  and  this  coinage  to  be  made  and  iflfued  under  fuch 
regulations  of  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  Mint,  as  would  render  it  effi« 
cienft  to  the  Public,  and  beneficial  to  the  Nation.  At  prefent,  there 
was  a  vaft  influx  of  filver  bullion  in  the  country  ;  and,  as  the  laws 
now  ftood,  any  individual,  poflreflTmg  a  certain  quantity  of  filver  buU- 
lion,  might  bring  it  to  the  Mint,  and  there  have  it  coined  ;  a  cir- 
cumfta  nee  which,  if  carried  to  any  extent,  mud  be  attended  with 
<;on6derable  public  expence,  and  at  the  fame  time,  tend  very  mate-* 
rially  to  counterad  the  objedls  which  he  had  in  view  relative  to  the 
new  coinage,  and  the  farther  regulations  in  the  eAabli(hment  of  the 
Mint.  For  that  reafdhAe.  now.,  gave  notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 
would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  difcontinue  that  pradice, 
as  a  prelude  to  the  farther  meafures  he  intended* 

Mr.  TIERNEY  rofe  and  fpoke  to  the  following  efFeS : — I  rife, 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  purfuance  of  the  notice  I  gave  fome  days  ago,  of 
my  determination  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  bufinefs 
which,  I  can  aflure  them,  nothing  but  a  fenfe  of  prefling  duty  could 
induce  me  to  t;roublc  them  with-  Gen^emen  will  do  me  the  juf- 
ticc  to  recoUefl,  that  fince  I  laft  obtained  a  feat  in  this  Houfe,  I 
have  brought  forward  no  motions  "bf  my  own  ;  but  have  contented 
myfelf  with  making  fuch  obfervations  as,  in  my  judgement,  appeared 
proper  upon  the  meafures  fuggcfted  by  others.  The  proceedings, 
however,  to  which  I  at  prefent  wifli  to  diredt  the  confideration  of 
the  Houfe,  appeal  fo  powerfully  to  my  feelings,  that  it  would  have 
been  impoffiblc  for  me  to  avoid  bringing  thefubjeft  forward,  even 
though  that  duty  nad  not.  been  preffcd  upon  me  by  thofe  whom  I 
rcprefcnt.  It  will  be  in  the  rccolledion  of  the  Houfe,  that  not 
many  weeks  have  elapfed  fince  a  bill,  purporting  to  be  for  the  de- 
fence and  fecurity  of  the  country,  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  by  a 
right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  me :  when  that  bill  was 
brought  in,  anxious  only  for  the  general  good,  and  laying  afide  every 
political  difference,  I  was  among  the  foremoil  to  give  it  my  fup- 
pprt.  There  was,  indeed,  one  point  which  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  oppofe .;  the  bill  feemed  to  have  this  tendency,  that  perfons  might 
be  compelled  to  fcrve,  notwithftanding  that  they  might  find  it  very 
inconvenient  fo  to  do.  It  appeared  to  me  that  many  who  are  fin- 
ccrely  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  their  country  might  be  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  with  refpe6^  to  their  domefiic  aflfairs,  as  to  render  it  impofiSble 
for  them  to  come  forward  at  this  junflure  with  their  pcrfonal  fer- 
'ces.     I  was  anxious  that  perfons  of  this  dcfcription  (hould  not 
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be  branded  With  any  niark  of  difaffeflion  to  their  country.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  in  the  bill  did  sfway  that 
objection :  he  very  fairly  waved  every  provifion  that  could  be  con- 
ftrUed  to  have  any  fuch  tendency  ;  and  thefe  being  (o  waved,  tie 
bill  did  receive  my  full,  free  and  unqualified  fupporr.  But  while  I 
was  thus  defirous  of  preventing  any  odium  from  being  thrown  on 
thofc  who' foutid  it  inconvenient  to  offer  their  perfonal  exertions  in 
the  public  defence,  I  little  thought  that  I  was  giving  my  fand^ion  to 
a  meafure  which  would  inflict  the  fame  odium  on  thofe  who  did 
otter  their  voluntary  ferviccs :  this  has,  however,  happened  with 
i-efpcS*  to  a  great  and  refpe6\able  body  of  men,  againft  whom  no 
imputation  whatever  can  be  made.  The  great  majority  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  borough  which  I  reprefent,  have  been  told  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Surry,  that  rhey  are  not  fit  per- 
fons  to  ferve  His  Majefty.  Here  I  muft  beg  leave  to  inform  th:: 
Houfe,  that  I  did  not  think  it  fufBcient  merely  to  give  my  Vote  for 
the  bill  when  it  was  brought  in,  but  I  did,  as  far  as  my  means  al- 
lowed me,  forward  its  objeft  out  of  this  Houfe,  ufing  every  endea- 
vour to  render  it  efllec^ual.  My  ferviccs,  it  is  true,  muft  appear 
little  when  compared  with  thofe  of  others  \  but  they  wcrd  horieft 
and  fincere.  I  have  no  tenantry  to  bring  forward— I  have  no 
conne6^ion  with  the  Government',  and  have  no  favours  to  confer  r 
there  was,  however,  one  way  in  which  I  thought  I  might  be  ufeful 
to  my  country  upon  the  prefcnt  occafion.  One  particular  fet  of 
men  had  always  fhcwn  a  readlncfs  to  oblige  me  :  1  thought  the  bed 
courfe  I  could  take  was  to  apply  to  therti  to'atm  themfclves  for  the 
general  defence  of  the  country,  and  I  exerted  myfelf  in  the  only 
place,  and  in  the  only  manner,  in  which  the  little  influence  I  poffcfs' 
could  have  been  ufefullj^  employed  :  thefe  pcrfons  offered  their  vo- 
luntary ferviccs  for  the  defence  of  the  State  ;^  but  their  offers  were 
unavailing  ;  they  have  been  rejedtcd  in  a  manner  which  I  fhall  de-" 
fcribe  to  the  Houfe.  Every  thing  that  depended  uport  me  in  this 
painful  b'ufinefs  I  have  endeavoured  to  perform  :  my  friends  were 
ready  to  anfwer  the  call  which  was  made  Opon  the  country  ;  and  it 
is  a  duty  I  owe  to  them  not  to  leave  their  characters  any  longer  un-  , 
▼indicated.  It  is  pretty  generally  known,  that  in  the  borough  which  ' 
I  reprefent,  there  was  a  confiderable  ftruggle  the  lalt  general  eleflion : 
this  ftrugglc  generated  a  very  high  degree  of  party  fpirit :  it  was, 
however,  always  my  wifli  to  quell  all  animofity  of  every  kind.  I 
never  attempted  to  promote  party  feuds  ;  but  conftantly  fludicd  jto 
produce  conciliation  ;  and  I  had  the  fatisfaflion  of  feeing  that  all 
difputes  had  nearly  fubfided,  when  the  tranfa<^ion  to  which  I  have 
alluded  took  place:  but  let  it  not  be  fuppofed  that  this  proceedec* 
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from  any  dereIi£tion  of  our  political  tenets—- thefc  we  flill ,  and  ever 
(halU  retain.  Soon  after  the  bill  fo^  the  defence  of  the  country  wa^ 
'^  brought  into  the  Houfe^one  or  two  meetings  were  held  in  the  bo- 
rough of  Southwark,  for  the  purpofe  of  offering  the  voluntary  fer- 
vice  of  the  inhabiunts  to  His  Majefiy  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. Finding  that  my  condu£t  on  fome  other  occafions  had  been 
liable  to  mifreprefentation^  I  was  happy  to  find  that  the  conduct  of 
thefe  meetings  was  fuch  as  to  give  no  room  for  imputation  :  while 
offering  our  fervices  to  our  country,  we  were  careful  to  (hew  that 
the  oSer  proceeded  from  no  idle  panic  of  invafion  ;  that  we  had  not 
changed  our  opinion  refpeding  His  MajeAy'sMinifters,  nor  aban- 
doned our  leading  principle  as  to  the  neceflfity  of  Parliamentary  Re- 
form. Would  the  Houfe  confider  thefe  rcfervations  to  be  fuch  as  to 
warrant  a  rejeflion  of  our  offers  ?  Thefie  points  being  fettled,  the  next 

>  thing  we  did  was  to  lay  alidc  every  thing  like  any  political  difference 
6f  opinion,. and  to  difplay  but  one  mind  and  one  heart  to  refift  the 
common  enemy.  Confident  with  this  obje£t|.tbe  next  thing  to  be 
done  was  to  form  our  affociation  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  no  man's 
political  fentiments  might  be  inquired  into.  Fron(i  a  variety  of  regu- 
lations adopted  by  other  military  aiTociations,  we  fele£ied  fuch  as  were 
mpfl  generally  approved ;  and  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  the  re* 
gulations  we  agreed  to  are  pearly  the  fame  with  thofeofan  affociatioo 
at  Hampfteady  which  have  already  been  honoured  with  approbation. 
This  meeting  was  held  on  the  2oth  of  April,  at  the  Three-Tuns 
Tavern,  on  St.  Margaret's  Hill.  The  man  muft,  indeed,  be  a  ca- 
Yiller  who  objedls  to  the  refolutions  which  were  theie  agreed  to.  I 
mufl  particularly  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  notice  the  care  which  waa 
taken  to  prevent  improper  perfons  from  gaining  admiffion  into  th^ 
aflbciation.  There  is  a  refolutidn  which  firfl  limits  the  inrolment 
to  houfeholders ;  but  as  there  might  be  many  other  perfons,  not 
'  houfeholders,  who  would  have  wifhed  to  ferve,  it  was  thought  proper 
to  allow  them  to  come  forward  upon  the  recommendation  of  two 
houfeholders,  and  even  then  they  could  not  be  admitted  until  thcf 
were  fubjeded  to  a  ballot.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  objcdled,^  that  it 
was  propofed  in  the  plan  that  the  individuals  of  the  aflbciatioa 

*  fhould  choofe  their  own  officers.  I  can  affure  the  Houfe,  however^ 
that  it  never  was  intended  to  render  this  affociation  in  any  refpeft 
different  from  the  others  which  are  eflablifhed  throughout  the  coun« 
try.  It  was  merely  propofed  to  feleft  perfons  tp  be  recommended 
to  His  Majcfty  for  officers  2  every  one  was  to  obey  his  fuperior 
officer ;  and  I  will  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  whether,  when  thefe  things 
were  confidcred,  there  was  any  reafon  to  take  alarm  at  the  form  of 
the  aflbciation^  or  whether  any  alarm  oould  have  been  expected 
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^vcn  from  the  delicate  mind  which  on  this  occafion  had  teftified  it  i 
Here  then  is  our  plan  for  defence :  it  is  true,  we  did  not  agree  to 
be  called  out  beyond  the  limits  of  the  borough  until'  the  moment  of 
adual  invafion  (hould  arrive  ;  but  every  expence  was  to  have  been 
defrayed  by  ourfelves^  and  fuch  a  control  was  given  to  His  Majefty 
as  muft  have  prevented  any  improper  perfons  from  becoming  officers. 
This  form  of  aflbciation  I  was  defired  to  lay  before  Lord  Onflow, 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Surry  :  I  therefore  wrote  a 
letter,  to  the  following  purport,  to  Lord  Onflow  : 

«  My  Lord, 
''  I  inclofe  your  Lordfliip  a  plan  of  an  aflbciation  for  the  bo* 
^*  rough  of  Southwafk.  It  is  my  duty  to  ftate  to  your  Lordfliip, 
**  that  the  propoTed  plan  was  agreed  upon  at  a  very  numerous  meet- 
ing held  at  the  Three-Tuns  Tavern,  St.  Margaret's  Hill.  Should 
your  Lordfliip  be  defirout  of  receiving  any  farther  information 
upon  the  fubjedl,  I  (ball  be /happy  to  give  you  ^all  in  my  power. 
*'  I  fincerely  hope  that  the  prppofed  aflbciation  may  be  attended 
'^  with  all  thofe  advantages  to  the  country  which  it  is  the  wifli  of 
'<  thofe  in  whom  it  has  originated  it  may  aflbrd.  I  have  to  requeft 
'<  of  your  Lordfliip  the  favour  of  an  early  anfwer." 

You  fee.  Sir,  that  his  Lordfliip  was  oflercd  any  farther  information 
he  might  require.  The  Houfe  will,  therefore,  certainly  be  furprifcd 
that  his  Lordfliip  fliould  rcjc6t  the  offer  of  fcrvice  which  was  made, 
without  making  any  application  to  me  for  any  farther  explanation. 
He  muft  have  rejedtrd  it  for  reafons  which  were  not  good,  becaufe 
he  muft  have  col Icded  his  information  from  thofe  who  were  the  op- 
ponents of  the  meafurc,  while  he  never  thought  proper  to  inquire  o( 
thofe  who  would  have  been  able  to  have  fatisfied  him  fully  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  propofal.  It  has  been  faid,  that  it  would  have  been 
better  that  the  meafure  had  been  firft  taken  up  in  the  pariflies,  ;ind 
ths  arming  begun  there.  If  Lord  Onflow  had  (ignified  this,  or  any 
other  proper  alteration,  I  am  certain  it.  would  have  been  readily  at- 
tended to«  It  has  like  wife  been  faid,  that  it  was  my  particular 
ambition  to  become  a  Colonel.  Now,  I  am  furc  I  never  teftified 
any  fondnefs  for  a  military,  life ;  but,  if  I  had  been  dcfirous  oi 
figuring  in  that  profeflion,  I  (hould  not  have  wiflied  the  fcene  of  my 
operations  to  have  been  confined  bctv^^een  the  ends  of  London  and 
Blackfriar^  bridges,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Thames.  H*^d 
Lord  Onflow  fuggefted  any  alteration  in  the  form  of  theaflTociatiotY,^ 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that'  it  would  have  been  agreed  to.  All  that 
we  afked,  aH  that  wc.  wanted,  was  to  be  cordially  dealt  by,  as  men 
nrho  were  anxious  to  fcrvc  their  country.     The  anfwer  I  received 
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from  Lord  Onflow  ftated  that  he  had  received  my  letter  refpefting. 
the  Borough  Affociation,  and  alTured  me  that  he  would  lofc   no 
time  in  laying  the  propofition  before  the  Secretary  of  State.     Thusi 
it  appears,  that,  at  firft,  he  had  no  objeftion  to  the  affociation.     He 
fufFered,  however,  fome  days  to  clapfe  before  I  heard  from  him 
again.     The  next  letter  I  received  from  his  Lordlhip  obferved,  that 
as  all  applications  for  armed  affociations  muft  be  made  through  the 
medium  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county,  he  muft  take  time  to 
confider  the  refolutions  agreed  to  for  forming  one  in  the  borough, 
In,  this  manner  the  affair  was  delayed.      I  do  not  mean  to  fay  His 
Majefty's  MinifterS  had  any  hand  whatever  in  this  bufinefs.   I  have 
at  prefent  only  to  do  witltLord  Onflow,  and  beg  to  be  underftood 
aS  not  throwing  any  difapprobation  on  any  other  perfon.     That  It 
fliould  be  neccffary  for  the  officers  of  an  armed  aflbdation  to  receive 
His  Majefty's  approbation,  I  can  very  well  underftand  ;  but  I  can-  ' 
not  conceive  why  the  firft  flcetch  of  an  affociation  fliould  be  fo  ex- 
adlly  fuited  to  the  tafte  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant.     The  noble  Lord 
fpcaks  of  refolutions  in  his  letter  :.  whether  thefeare,  or  are  not,-the 
refolutions  which  were  paiffcd  at  the  meeting,  I  know  not ;  he'  cer- 
tainly did  not  receive  them  from  me.     I  do  not  mean  to  fay  they  arc 
forged,  but  they  may  be  fo  ;  and  I  only  notice  this,  in  order  to  ihew 
that  the  noble  Lord  does  not  make  up  his  mind  upon  the  very  befli 
kind  of  information.      It  is  incumbent  on  him  to  (hew  why  the 
whole  body  of  the  houfcholders  of  Southwark  making  a  voluntary, 
propofal  of  their  fervice  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  is  not  a  proper 
offer.  Whether  the  noble  Lord  was  inftru^ed   to  reje6^,  I  do  not 
know  ;  but  I  cannot  believe  that  any  fuch  intimation  could  come 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  me  (Mr.  Dundas)^ 
after  the  converfation  I  have  had  with  him  upon  the  fubjecl  of  arming. 
Until  the  4th  of  May,  I   heard  nothing   farther  from   Lord 
Onflow  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  there  was  a  fpirit  of  party  rifing  in. 
the  Borough.     An  idea  was  formed,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  really 
no  bbjeflion  to  the  form  of  the  affociation,  but  that  he  was  hoftilc  to 
thofe  who  oppofed  it.     This  opinion  was  ftrengthencd  by  the  cir- 
cumftance  that  fome  gentlemen,  wljo  differed  in  their  political  fenti- 
ments  from  thofe  who  had  met  at  the  Three  Tuns,  held  parifli  meet- 
ings, and  brought  forward  another  plan  of  dffociation.     This  plan, 
I  have  no  doubt,  was  calculated  to  prove  very  efficient ;  but  the 
oondudl  of  Lord  Onflow  had  rendered  it  impoffible  that  it  fliould 
be  unanimonfly  adopted.     The  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
diredicd  the  arming  to  be  made  in  the  moft  fpeedy  manner  poffible ; 
but,  inuead  of  endeavouring  to  promote  that  objefl:,  it  appeared  thaj 
his  Lordfliip  wa«  intriguing  ho^  to  get  rid  of  the  fci vices  of  thof(j.. 
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who  (hould  offer  them  voluntarily,  and  who  were  eager  to  comply 
with  the  bill.  The  parifh  meetings  went  on  :  one  was  held  in  the 
Veftry-room  of  St.  George's  parlfh  ;  and  there  the  pariflioners  came 
to  a  refolution,  Rating  that  they  had  already  done  their  duty  by 
pfFering  their  fervices  to  His  Majefty  through  the  medium  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant^  and  that  they  were  entitled  to  an  anfwcr  of  fome 
kind  or  another.  What  was  Lord  Onflow  dreaming  about  all  this 
tjme  ?  The  flame  of  diflcntion,  which  continued  to  fpread  in  the 
Borough  from  day  to  day,  was  kindled  by  him  alone.  Other  vcf- 
try  meetings  were  held,  and  it  was  generally  refolved  that  no  propo- 
fsl  for  arming  fliould  be  liflened  to  until  an  anfwer  was  received 
from  Lord  Onflow.  In  fome  of  the  pariflics,  indeed,  aflfociations 
have  been  formed  ;  but  I  undcrftand,  that,  in  confequcnce  of  the 
ivant  of  the  fpirit  of  unanimity  which  ought  ta  have  been  difplaycd 
at  their  commencement,  they  are  in  fuch  a  mutilated  ftate  as  to  be 
likely  rather  to  embarrafs  than  aflifl  any  general  plan  of  defence. 
For  the  want  of  that  cordiality  which  would  have  diftinguiflied  the 
borough  of  Southwark,  I  muft  always  blame  my  Lord  Onflow, 
though  I  may,  even  after  this  agitation  of  the  queftion,  ftill  be  left 
tp  guefs  at  his  motives.  The  Lord  Lieutenant,  however,  finding 
at  lafl  that  he  was  defeated  in  the  difiercnt  pari  flies,  out  comes  the 
refufet.  In  Lord  Onflow's  anfwer  to  me,  he  exprefl*es  his  concern, 
t)iat,  after  the  fulleft  confideratiQn  of  the  refolutions  agreed  toby  the 
meeting  of  St.  Margaret's  Hill,  he  cannot,  confiftently  with  his  own 
opinion,  and  his  fcnfe  of  duty,  recommend  the  aflfociation  to  Hi$ 
Majefty 's  approbation.  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  the  particular 
attention  of  the  Houfe  to  this  letter.  I  wifli  it,  however,  to  ftand 
as  the  z&  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Surry.  I  do 
i)ot  believe  that  His  Majefty's  Minifters  will  fanflion  it  with  their 
authorfty,  unlcfs  they  be  prepared  to  go  to  the  defperate  length  of 
faying  that  thofe  who  differ  from  them  in  opinion  are  not  fit  to  fcrvc 
the  country.  I  fliould  have  taken  notice  of  another  meeting,  held 
a}fo  at  the  Three-Tuns  Tavern,  St.  Margaret's  Hill,  on  the  13th 
of  April.      I  fliall  read  the  refolutions  of  this  aflfembly : 

*^  At  ^n  adjoarned  and  numerous  meeting,  held  this  day,  for 
'*  the  purpofe  of  cpnfidering  the  propriety  of  making  a  tender  of 
"  our  perfonal  fervices  to  HisMajeftyi  in  cafe  of  a£tual  invafion  by 
"  a  foreign  enemy, 

"  George  TiERNEY,  Efq.  in  the  chair, 
'  "  The  following  refolutions  were  carried  unanimoufly  :— 
..  **  Refolved,  That   we  deeply  deplore  the   alarming  crifis  to 
"  which  His  Majefty's   Minifters   have  unhappily  brought  out 
f*  country."  *  '  ^  : : 
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Need,  the  right  honourable  gemleman  be  furprifed,  that  in  a  meet- 
ing of  whiqh  I  was  chairman,  tht  fituation  into  which  he  has 
brought  the  country  ihould  be  lamented  ?  I  am  fure  I  cannot  con- 
ceive how  any  perfons  differing  in  opinion  from  Minifters,  could, 
in  fpeaking  of  them,  exprcfs  thcmfdves  more  moderately.  There 
Is  noc  one  word  faid  of  profufion  or  corruption.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  can  fcarcely  deny  that  he  was  the  Minifter  of  the 
Country  when  it  was  profperous,  and  that  he  is  now  the  Miniftef 
when  it  is  cjiftrcffed. 

The  next  refolution  begins  thus : 

**  That  we  ard  unalterably  of  opinion,  that  a  fair  rcpefentatlon 
^*  of  the  people  is  cffentially  ncceffary  to  the  welfare  and  the  liber* 
**  ties  of  thefe  kingdoms." 

Thefc  may  be  dif^fgreeable  words  to  fome  people  ;  but  they  were 
taken  from  high  authority  ;  they  were  copied  from  a  letter  written 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  before  he  was  Prime 
Minifter.  The  meeting  thought,  that,  in  an  hour  of  danger,  they 
could  not  do  better  than  quote  his  cautious  phrafeolpgy.  The  refo* 
lution  terminates  thus : 

"  An  opinion  ftrengthened  by  the  burdens  we  have  recently  been 
^*  made  to  bear,  and  by  the  painful  confideration  of  what  England  is, 
•*  compared  with  what  England  was." 

Thefe  words,  fureiy,  cannot  have  occalioned  the  rejeflion^of  the 
ofler. .  God  knows^  there  is  much  too  ample  room  for  fuch  a  com- 
parifon.  The  fucceeding  refolutions  are  fuch  as  I  think  cannot  be 
obje£ted  to  by  any  perfon  whatever : 

"^^^  That  whatever  grievances  we  may  feel,  or  whatever  reform 
•'  wc  may  conceive  ourfelves  to  ftand  in  need  of,  we  will  firmly 
?*  refift  all  foreign  interference,  and  cordially  co  operate  to  proteft 
•*  our  country  from  any  hoftile  attempt  of  the  French  Republic. 

"  That  our  lives  arc  at  the  fervicc  of  our  King  and  Country, 
!•  for  the  purpofe  of  repelling  an  invading  enemy. 

**  That,  true  to  oar  duty  as  Englifhmen,  and  faithful  to  our  do- 
^*  meftic  ties,  vvc  will  ctieerfully,  and  at  our  own  cxpence,  contri- 
"  butc  our  proppttion  of  pejfonal  fervice,  whenever  the  time  of  ac- 
•*  tual  invafion  (hall  ^rrjve — referving  to  ourfelves  the  right  to 
*f  confidcr  of  the  propriety  <Jf  cxtetrdtng  our  exertions  beyond  the 
"  limits  of  the  borough  o(  Soutbwark,  as  circumftances  may  ren- 
•*  dcr  it  expedient. 

♦*  That  a  Committee,  confiding  of  twenty,  be  now  named,  for 
•*  the  purpofe  of  carrying  the  above  refolutions  into  efFed ;  and  that 
*^  fhey  do  prepare  a  plan  of  aflfociation  for  that  purpofe  ^for  the  ap- 
probation of  His  Majefty),  which  they  are  to  fubmit  to  the  fanc- 
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<<  tion  of  ai  future  iMedngy  to  be  calkd  as  focm  at  poflSUf  fuch  0)0^ 
<<  mittee  can  be  prepared  with  the  fame." 

I  will  now  put  it  to  the  Houfe,  whether  or  not  there  be  any  thing 
in  thefe  refolutioos  which  can  fairly  be  confidcred  as  objefiionaUe  }  ' 
We  infinuate,  it  is  true,  that  we  do  not  love  His  Majefty's  MiniCr 
ters— Will  that  render  our  ferviccs  lefs  ufeful  to  our  country  ?  W^ 
flate  that  |ve  think  a  Parliamentary  Reform  nepeflfary  to  the  welfare 
of  the  nation — does  that  render  our  fervices  lefs  proper  to  be  ac* 
cepted ;  Let  the  right  honourable  gentleman  remember  the  Pio« 
clamation  that  was  iflued  not  long  ago  by  the  French  Governmenff 
and  iigned  Barkas.  That  Proclamation  dated,  that  the  Parla^ 
mentary  Reform  would  join  the  French  troops  when  tliey  (bould 
land  in  England.  Now,  can  there  be  a  better  anfwer  to  this  paper^ 
publilhed  by  Barras,  than  thefe  refolutions  ?  But,  if  our  oflers  be  te^ 
jcSitdg  will  not  the  French  Dtret^ory  have  good  reafon  to  think 
their  (pinion  well  founded  ?  When  they  fee  that  we  are  fufpefied 
by  the  Gova'nment  of  this  country,  they  y  ill  fay  to  themfelvei^ 
''  We  were  right  in  our  fulpicions."  Thus  the  eneiriy  will  be  en« 
couxaged  to  go  on  with  their  preparations  againR  us :  if,  however^ 
the'perfons  I  allude  to  had  been  embodied,  after  agreeing  to  reibUi- 
tioQs  fimilar  to  thofe  which  I  Jiave  read,  the  Houfe  muft  perceive 
that  there  would  have  been  more  done  to  difhearten  the  enemy  thaa 
if  ten  times  the  number  had  filently  enrolled  themfelves  with  tho 
humble  worlhippers  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  The  Pro- 
clamadon  of  the  Directory  ftates,  that  the  Reformers  expcS  the 
French  ?  We  do  expe^  them  !-*but  it  is  the  right  honourable 
fentlenum's  fault  if  England  be  not  united^  and  if  we  do  not  expeA 
them  with  our  bayonets  fixed,  and  our  fwords  drawn. 

Would  gentlemen  think  it  was  adling  with  a  due  regard  to  the 
welfare  pf  the  country,  to  endeavour,  at  the  prefent  moment,  to 
cafi  an  txllum  upon  great  and  refpefiable  bodies  of  men,  who  are 
animated  by  an  honed  and  juft  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  Parliamentary 
Reform  ?  Can  it  be  expeded  that  thefe  men  will  put  themfelves 
to  any  trouble  in  of&ring  their  fervices,  if  they  are  all  to  receive  the 
iame  kind  of  anfwer  as  that  which  has  been  given  to  my  conflitu- 
ents  ?  But  does  Lord  Onflow  know  the  injury  be  has  done  to  thofc 
to  whom  he  gave  the  anfwer  I  allude  to  ?  Can  he  reinftate  them  in 
the  good  opinion  of  their  country,  if  the  adt  he  has  already  done 
Ibould  injure  their  charader  ?  1  have  already  itated,  that  they  were 
men  to  whom  no^imputation  whatever  could  attach ;  and  yet  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  thinks  fit  to  declare  them  to  be  men  he  cannot  re- 
commend to  fcrvc  His  Majcfty.  If  fuch  a  power  exifts  in  Lords 
J-ieutenants/  it  is  full  time  xt  Ibould  be  taken  from  them  :  but  I 
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deny  that  the  law  authorizes  a  Lord  Lieutenant  to  throw  opprobium 
on  a  whole  diftri6|t. 

After  what  has  been  faid,  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  be  convinced 
of  the  propriety  of  inquiring,  whether  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Surry  has  obeyed  the  aft  of  Parliament  for  the  defence  of 
the  country  ?  Unlefs  he  can  (hew  that  he  has  been  zealous  and 
expeditious  in  applying  the  voluntary  fervices  offered  by  His  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjefls  to  the  defence  of  the  nation,  he  has  not  done  his 
duty :  by  his  delays  and  jntrigues,  he  has,  jierhaps,  occaiioned  a 
fpirit  of  divifion  and  enmity  to  pervade  a  great  portion  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  all  the  difafters  which,  at  the  moment  of  invafion,  may 
happen  in  cohfequence  of  this  fatal  circumftancc,  are  to  be  attributed 
to  him.  But  when  the  moment  of  danger  (hall  arife',  I  truft  fuch 
a  fptrit  will  pervade  all  ranks,  that  no  infinuation  of  Lofd  Onflovr, 
or  any  other  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  Lord  of  the  Bed-chamber,  will 
prevent  any  dcfcription  of  men  from  doing  their  duty.  Let  gentle- 
men, however,  confider  the  cfFeft  of  this  c6ndu6l  in  encouraging 
the  enemy  to  attempt  an  invafion, 

*    The  military  fervices  of  the  perfons  I  have  alluded  to  may,  per- 
haps, be  confidered  as  of  little  importance  ;  and  it  may  be  faid,  we 
have  foldiers  enow  to  fight  the  French.     But  it  is  furely  of  im-' 
portance  to  convince  the  enemy  that  we  are  capable  of  oppofing  mafs 
to  mafs  ;  it  is  of  importance  to  be  able  to  fay  to  him,  "  The'whole 
country  is  in  arms  to  oppofe  you  ;  if  you  defeat  the  military  ikill  of 
dtir  troops,  behind  them  are  men  whofe  hearts  and  hands  are  united, 
and  who  are  determined  to  live  and  die  Englifhmen  and  Freemen.'* 
Perhaps  the  Reformers  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  fmall,  infigrtificant 
number,  whofe  fervices  are  of  no  confequence  to  the  State.      This, 
however,  is  not  likely  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  right  honourable  gen-/ 
tteman  (Mr.  Pitt),  nor  of  fome  other  gentlemen  who  are  ftill  hisr 
friends,  and  who  once  declared  thcmfelves  to  be  of  very  different' 
fentiments;     The  right  honourable  gentleman  cannot  have  forgot' 
that  he  once  afted  as  if  he  thought  the  Refornrxers  a  very  great  and 
powerful  body,  at  the  head  of  which  he  was  ambitious  of  being 
placjsd.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  once, took  occafion  to  give 
me  a  hint  refpefting  the  company  I  kept ;  but  I  can,  at  leaft,  fay* 
this  much,  that  in  all  the  companies  I  ever  was  in,  I  never  heard 
ftrongcr  declarations  made  on  the  fubject  of  Parliamentary  Reform 
than  have  been  made  at  meetings  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer attended.      It  is  true  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has 
exercifcd  his  ufual  caution  as  to  a n^r  declaration  made  by  himfelf; 
'  t  I  believe  he  has,  to  fay  no  more,   allowed  it  to  be  under- 
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ftood,  that  he  was  fo  hr  friendly  to  an  extcniion  of  the  right  of  fuf*  * 
fbge  as  to  have  no  objedlion  to  all  houfeholders  having  votes. 

I  mufi^now  fay,  that  if  the  right  hoifourable  gentleman  refufes  to 
go  into  an  inveftigation  of  the  motives  of  Lord  Onflow's  condu^, 
it  is  my  opinion  he  will  excite  a  fpirit  in  the  country,  of  the  confe^ 
quences  of  which  he  i$  little  aWare.  What  will  he  fay  if  the  fad 
be  ak  lad  fubftantiated,  that  Lord  Onflow  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the 
fervices  which  were  ofiercd>  by  any  cxcufe,  without  having  one  real 
ground  of  objedion  ?  It  is  now  for  the  Houijp  to  determine,  whe- 
ther they  will  go  into  an  inquiry  which  pledges  theiti  to  np  opinion 
whatever  on  the  fubje(9,  and  which  would  give  Lord  Onflow  an  op- 
portunity of  vindicating  himfelf  ?  This  is  certainly  a  motive  which 
ought  to  weigh  ,with  the  Houfe  ;  but  there  is  ftill  a  greater  one,^hat 
of  doing  juftice  to  a  great  body  of  men,  who  have  been  cruelly  ftig- 
matized  with  difafl^(Rion  to  their  country. 

■  Mr*  Tiemey  then  moved,  "  That  this  Houfe  will,  upon  this 
"  day  fe'nnighr,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
"  to  take  into  coniideration  the  manner  in  which  the  *  A6t  to  enable 
**  His  Majefty  mor?  cfFedlnally  to  provide  for  the  defence  and  fecu- 
"  rity  of  the  realm  daring  the  prefent  war,  and  for  iidemnifying 
"  perfons  who  may  fuffcr  in  their  property  by  fuch  pheafures  as  may 
^*  be  neceflary  for  that  purpofe/  has  been  carried  into  effef^  in  the 
"  county  of  Surrey.*' 

The  honourable  GEORGE  WALPOLE  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  faid  it  wa^  a  motion  of  confiderable 
ifnport^nce,  and  unqueftionably  deferved  the  ferious  coniideration  of 
the  Houfe.  *'  I  am  (faid  Mr.  Dundas)  the  more  anxious  for  the^ 
difcuflion  of  it,  becaufe  if  the  dodrines  which  the  honourable. gen- 
tleman has  thought  proper  to  advance  be  true — if  the  pofitions 
which  he  has,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  attempted  to  eftablifli,  be 
juft— -*I  ought  to  fland  here,  in  every  point  of  view,  as  much  an 
objedi  of  cenfure  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Surry* 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  not  maintained  that,  by  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  land,  or*  by  the  operation  of  any  flatute  law,  a 
perfon  has  a  right  to  put  himfelf  in  military  array,  or  form  part  of 
an  armed  band,  without  the  authority  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment. No  fuch  right  can  poflibly  exifl  ;  and  that  fuch  a  power 
ought  not  to  be  exercifed,  is  obvious  and  undeniable.  I  aflfume  it 
as  a  clear  and  uncontrovertible  propofition,  not  as  a  matter  of  argu- 
ment, th^t  this  right  is  clearly  derived  from  the  authority  of  the 
Executive  Government;  and  this  principle  being  once  laid  down, 
and  fully  recognized,  it  follows,  that  it  being  impoffible  for  His 
Maieftv  to  exercife  it  on  all  •ccafions,  he  is  confcquently  entitled  t« 
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confer  it  through  the  medium  of  his  Delegates.     This,  Sir,  is 

another  propofition  which  I  undertake  to  fay  will  not.be  comrat-* 
dided.  Thefe  principles,  being  fullf  aditiittedi  the  queflaon  now 
bpfbre  us  is,  whether  the  HouTe  will  confent  to  eAa!bIi(h  a  pre^dent 
to  require  a  Lord  Lieutenant  of  a  county,  a^ing  under  the  imrae- 
(£ate  diredlion  of  the  Crown,  to  give  ^ecific  reafons  for  the  line  of 
condud  which  he  may  think  himfelf  bound  to  purfue,  and  to  affign 
cau(es  for  the  due  execution  of  his  office,  when  he  z&g.  from  the 
refult  of  his  peribna\  knowledge,  and  in  confequence  of  tho  coin- 
municattons  made  to  him,  and  the  information  conv^ed  to  him  by. 
thofe  whom  he  is  in  the  habit  of  confuting,  and  to  whom  he^  haa 
occafional  recourfe  ?     I  ftate  the  queflion  in  this  plain  manner,  as  Z 

-  do  not  mean  to  abate  one  iota  of  the  propofitions  which!  have  laid 
down,  leSving  it  to  be  fairly  confidered  by  the  Houfe,  whether  thia> 
is  not  the  fimple  and  candid. (htement  of  the  queftion  which  we  ztc 
called  upon  to  difcufs.  If  it  is  not,  I  am  afraid  that,  in  the  hum- 
ble endeavours  which  I  have  ufed  to  execute  with  care  and  atten- 
tion the  public  truft  repofed  in  me,  I  have  been  gu^l^  of  great  mal- 
verfatibns  in  my  office.  For  I  have  no  difficulty  in  dating,  that 
when  the  Lords  Lieutenants  tranfmit  to  me  any  plans  or  propofi- 
tions of  affociation,  I  make  it  a  rule  not  to  take  any  farther  niea* 
fure  with  refpedl  to  them,  unlefs^they  are  ei^refsly  jecommendcd  by 
the  Lords  Lieutenants ;  and  if  they  want  that  ne^eflSiry  recooimen- 
dation,  thiey  are  returned  to  the  Lords  Lieutenants.  This  is  a 
conAant  rule,  from  which  no  deviation  has  taken  place;  and  if 
they  have  a  power  to  recommend,  it  follows  that  the]&  have  ^e 
power  to  refuie*  The  honourable  gentleman  himCblf  has  admitted 
this  principle ;  for  he  has  made  a  difference  between  the  afloci* 

'  ation,  and  the  officers  who  were  to  be  appointed  to  the  command 
of  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  Lords  Lieutenants:  to  refufe  to  recommend  the  names  .of  the 
officers  for  His  Majefty's  iiy>probation ;  if  fo«  does  he  mean  !b  cpn* 
tend  that  fpecific  reaibn^  are  to  be  affigned  for  reje<£ling  them  i  or 
are  the  Lords  Lieutenants  to  furnifli  the  particular  grounds  on 
which  they  may  be  induced  to  withhold  their  recommendation  i 
£Mr.  Tiemey  obfervcd,  that  fuch  was  not  his  intention. J<^r* 
However,  Sir,  T  take  it  that  the  honourable  gentleman  did  mean 
fo,  and  then  he  will  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  lay  down  particu- 
lar rulesaccording  to  which  a  Lord  Lieutenant  is  to  ad,  andpurfuant 
towhich  he  is  to  regulate  his  judgenfent,  in  deciding  wheihgr  the 
officers  chofen  are  praper  to  fill  their  refpe^i  ve  lituations  or  not.  In 
\fi  prcfent  inftance,  the  confequcnces  refulting  from  the  flatements 
ibmitted  to  the  Houfe  would  be  ridiculous ;  for  it  aoilears  ^t  the 
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ofiicers  are  to  be  chofen  by  ballot^  jct  it  is  admitted  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  has  the  power  of  reje^'^^t;  them.     Such  a  proceeding 
would  be  big^ly  abfurd  and  inconfiftent.     But,  Sn*,  I  do  not  v»i(h  to 
argue  upon,  or  to  derive  any  advantage  from  fuch  apparent  inconfif* 
tencies  ;  I  defire  to  (]tate  diftinSly  the  law  of  the  land,  and  not  the 
iiutbority  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  zQ,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wiihes*  -  Dbes  he  mean  to  fay,  that  there  is  any  thing  uncon-> 
fiitutional  in  having  a  power  to  recommend  aiTociations  or  officers 
for  His  MajeAy's  approbation  ?     If  he  does  nor,  the  power  of  re* 
fufal  follows  of  courfe ;  and  if  there  be  any  flur  caA  upon  thofe  who 
are  rgeded,  it  becomes  equally  flrong  in  refuHng  to  recommend 
others,  as  well  as  thofe  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
The.  Lov4  Lieutenant  adls  by  the  advic^  of  the  Deputies, .  and  of 
thofe  whom  he  confults  officially.     He  ads  upon  a  fair  and  juft  ex* 
ercife  of  difcretion  in  matters  where  his  judgement  forms  the  rule  of 
his  conduct,  and  the  icfult  of  that  difcretion  is  to  be  laid  before  His 
Majefly.     But  what  would  be  the  effedt  of  a  contrary  condudt  1 
The  refolutions  of  the  meeting  at  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  in  the  chair,  will,  I  believe,  prove  the  beft  guide  to  enable  us 
to  farm  an  opinion  on  that  fubje£i^«     One  of  thefe  refolutions  went 
to  eittitle  the  members  of  the  afTociation  to  ballot  for  the  officers 
who  Were  to  command  it ;  and  I  fay,  that  men  coming  forward  on 
the  principles  diflindly  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  do 
not  guard  againd  all  the  mifchiefs  that  are  neceflary  to  be  guarded 
againfi  at  the  prefent  moment — mifchiefs  which  appear  more  (jp» 
nous  and  alarmir^  the  more  they  are  conlidcired  and  minutely  in- 
quired intOs     Thd  honourable  gentleman  talks  of  calling  forth  the 
efficient  force  of  the  country ;  but  if  the  aiTociations  for  the  defence 
ot  the  nation  were  formed  upon  the  principles  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman,^ the  effident  force  of  the  country  would.be  fhortly  put  an  end 
to.  I  know  that  men  have  come  forward  with  tenders  of  voluntary 
fcrvicc,  againft  whom  every  caution  fliould  be  ufcd,  and  every  vigi- 
lance exerted.     But  an  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  William  Pultcncy) 
flated  on  a  former  night,  that  there  was,  in  his  opinion,  no  body  of 
people  in  the  county  whofe  zeal  might  not  be  relied  on  in  the  adual 
fiate  of  pyb^ic  afiairs.     I  then  faid,  that  the  great  body  of  the 
peOfrfe  Vvould  be  firtnly  united  in  their  determination  and  exertions 
to  relift  the  enemy  ;  but  Qn  the  other  hand  I  do  know,  that  there 
are  bpdies^and  focieties  6f  niken  formec^  in  this  country,  who  conceal 
tbek  defies  under  the  maik  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  but  who  are 
in  traitorotis  eorrefpondence  with  the  common  enemy.     [A^  cry  of 
"  Heat !  hear !"]     I  aOc  tte  honourable  gentleman,  fliould  not  the 
JboM  i^ifcisleoant  ttft  the  rifeht  of  refufing  bis  recommendation  of 


1x6        ^^  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

any  plan  of  aflfociation  propofed  to  him  in  his  official  capacity  ? 
Does  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to  fay  that  ? — [Mr.  Ticrney 
replipdy  No.] — Then,  Sir,  docs  he  mean  to  fay,  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  to  be  brought  before  the  Legiftature  for  having  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  office  in  a  fair  and  conftitutibnal  manner  ? 
and  is  he  to  be  reduced  to  the  painful  fituation  of  uhddrgoii^g  a  trial 
for  the  refufal  of  every  man,  whom  he  may,  after  matufcly  con- 
fidcring  every  circumftance  and  every  information  which  he  can  ob- 
^intipon  the  fubjedl,  think  an  improper  pcrfon  to  fill  a  fituation  of 
peculiar  truft  and  importance?  I  regret,  Sir,  that  too^many  per- 
fons  have  already  given  rife  to  juft  niotives  of  flrong  fufpicion.  I  la- 
ment that  I  am  under  the  neceflTity  of  faying,  that  there  arc  many 
men  engaged  in  a  traitorous  correfpondencc  with  the  enemy,  and 
who  are  full  of  every  mifchief  and  every  venom  that  ever  ftung  the 
vitals  of  the  country.  I  mean  to  fay,  that  the  delay  which  has  un- 
cxpedledly  taken  place  with  refpedt  to  certain  triah  which  are  about 
to  come  on,  has  fuppreffed  the  knowledge  of  the  extent  of  the  evils 
and  confpiracics  with  which  the  couotry  is  threatened.  I  only  mean 
to  fay,  that  Government  has  been  prevented  from  (hewing  its  vigi- 
lance, and  the  extent  of  the  difcoveries  which  have  b^en  made ; 
and  I  mean  to  fay,  that  conliderable  focieties  and  bodies  of  men, 
difafFe6^ed  to  the  Conftitution  of  the  country,  have  formed  them- 
fclves  into  aflemblies,  under  the  mafk  of  Parliamentary  Reform. 
They  firft  appeared  unde^  the  name  of  Corrcfponding  Societies,' but 
they  have  fince^afTumed  the  appellation  of  United,  Englifhmen,  inni- 
tating  the  example  held  out  to  them  by  their  colleagues  in  the  work 
of  anarchy  and  innovation  in  a  filler  country.  When  fuch  focie- 
tiesf  are  known  to  cxifl,  when  the  members  of  them  profefs  princi- 
ples fubverfivc  of  every  focial  inflitution,  and  def^rudive  of  human 
happinefs,  and  only  wait  for  an  opportunity  of  carrying  thofe  princi- 
ples into  execution  ;  I  afk,  ought  not  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  exer- 
cife  the  right  of  judging  and  deciding  whether  perfbns  offering  their 
fer vices  to  ailbciateat  this  important  crifis  are  proper^objc£ls  for  his 
recommendation  to  the  Executive  Government  \  Would  it  be  wife 
and  prudent  in  him  to  difpenfe  for  a  moment  with  that  difcretionary 
power  which  he  has  the  unqueflionable  right  of  ufing  for  the  public 
good,  after  every  minute  and  candid  invef^igation  into  the  characters 
of  the  perfons  whofe  names  may  be  inferted  in  the  lifts  tendered  fof 
voluntary  feryice  ?  I  do  bot,  Sir,^  ^pply  ^hefe  remarks  to  thofe  pac^ 
.  ticular  men  belonging  to  the  afTociation  mentioned  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  If  I  entertained  any  intention  of  that  nature,  V 
fiiould  do  it  openly  and  decifively  :  but  I  ftatc  the  general  princi- 
^es  on  which  the  qountiy  is  bound  to  ^&  ^  and|  if  you  deftroy  thciB^ 
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you  difarm  the  Lords  Lieutenants  of  the  counties  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  power  of  ading  for  the  eflfentiat  benefit  of  the  nation. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  general  grounds  upon  which.  I  reft  the  merits 
of  the  prefent  queftion.  I  have  carefully  endeavoured  to  avoid  any 
thing  invidious,  or  any  imputation  that  might  apply  to  any  indi« 
viduAl  cafe.  I  know  nothing  of  the  peribns  compoling  the  aflbci* 
ation  whofe  fervices  were  offered  in  the  prefent  inftance,  and  I  can- 
not, therefore,  be  fuppofed  to  make  any  application  to  them.  I  cer* 
•tainly  know  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  brought  forward  the 
motion  ^  and  I  have  fometimes  the  pleafurci  and  fometimes  the 
mortification,  of  feeing  him  there  [pointing  to  the  Oppofition 
Bench]  ;  but  with  the  other  members  of  the  aflbctation  I  ani  alto* 
gether  unacquainted.  I  only  contend,  that  by  agreeing  to  the  mo- 
tion you  neceilarily  difarm  the  Lords  Lieutenants  of  a  power  which 
they  have  a  juft  and  legal  right  to  exercife,  and  without  which  they 
cannot,  in  cafes  of  fuch  vaft  importance,  be  of  eflcntial  fervice  to  the 
country.  I  (hall  only  notice  the  refolutions  entered  into  at  the 
meeting  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  ftated  and  explained 
in  an  extraordinary,  though  I  readily  admit  an  ingenious,  way.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  ftated,  in  the  courfe  of  his  explanations, 
that  ft  had  been  publicly  avowed  by  the  French  Diredlory,  that  the 
friends  of  Parliamentary  Reform  would  affift  in  carrying  into  effect 
the  projeded  invafion  of  this  country  ;  and,  arguing  upon  that 
ground,  he  infers,  that  the  offer  made  in  the  prefent  inftance  of  the 
fervices  of  the  avowed  friends  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  to  unite  in 
the  common  defence  of  the  kingdom,  would  convince  the  enemy 
that  he  had  nothing  toi)ope.from  that  quarter.  I  hope  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  forgive  me,  if  I  do  not  acquiefce  in  that  part 
of  his  argument :  for  the  Diredory  may  reafon*  in  a  very  different 
jnanner ;  they  may  fay,  *'  though  the  friends  of  Parliamentary  Re- 
form are  xafti,  yet  they  are  not  fo  very  rafti  as  to  declare  how  they 
.will  receive  JUS.  The  greateft  caution  is  a  meafureof  neceflity  with 
•them  at  prefent."  •The  Diredlory  may  fay,  "  they  are  ftiil  our 
very'  good  friends,  and  better  enabled  to  affift  us."  If  the  declara- 
tion of  the  friends  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  alluded  to  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  in  the  refolution  entered  into  by  the  alTociation 
.for  the  united' defence  of  the  country,  be  true*  the  French  will  not 
bdieve  it ;  if  it  be  not  true,  it  will  ultimately  tend  to  favour  thq 
French.  But,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  ftate,  in  the  moft  explicit  manner, 
'that  in  making  thefe  obfervations  I  do  not  apply  any  thing  particu- 
larly. The  .honourable  gentleman  was  chairman  of  the  fociety 
.]wh^ch  agreed  to  the  refolutions  ;  sind  though  in  that  capacity  he 
|ras  depiived  of  vaiiouf  opportunities  of  difplaying  his  eloquence,  | 


XTr«  PARLIAMENTARY  [CojiMoUi. 

I 

tM  ittcHn^d  to  think  be  ^fas  iKX  the  nioft  inai^ivi  member  in  it ; 
for  he  <^fensiiiily  dould  eommunicate  his  thoughts  thr(High  the  medium 
t)f  hfe  adive  ftiend^. 

.  I  eannot  but  (iticerety  lament^  that  the  bonourabie  gentleman 
has  made  the  bufinefs  a  part^  matter/  and  proclaimed  a  difFerenee 
ih  the  boroagh;  and  here.  Sir,  let  me  aik,  how  this  condudi  agrees 
^ith  the  avoWed  defign  of  the  honourable  gentleman  in  bringing 
IbHrlird  uhinimity  ?  Thefe  is  no  fecret  in  the  refolutions  entered 
info  at  the  meetings  held  in  the  borough,  for  they  werd  printed,  and 
I  have  thehfi  now  in  my  hand.  The  honourable  gentleman  fenda 
>the  refolutions  of  the  fecond  meeting  from  door  to  door  ;  and  rhofe 
^f  the  ilrft  i^hich  were  printed  in  the  newfpapers,  (hew  the  caufes 
^nd  gfoiinds  of  the  late  political  contenfions.  If  we  are,  therefore,  to 
judge  df  his  fentimcnts  by  thofe  fUtemems,  he  clearly  proves  ihat 
t^had  not  that  unanimity  in  view  of  which  he  fo  warmly  fpcak^. 
6ot  ^hen  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  proper  to  talk  of  Rc'- 
f(^rh)  was  it  neceffary  fer  him  dt  the  fame  time  to  fell  the  French 
of  the  diftrcfs  of  this  eountry  ?  Was  it  neceffary  for  him  to  tell 
them  that  England  i^  .ilot  what  Ihe  was  ?  Is  this,  Sir,  a  proper 
iftode  of  acting  in  favour  of  the  country  ?  What  is  the  teal  mean- 
lAg  of  fdch  language  ?  Is  it  not  difeflly  faying  to  the  enemy, 
"  You  are  eoming  hither  when  England  is  not  what  (he  was  iti 
the  time  of  Queen  £litabeth :  when  (he  is  deprefled,  and  finking 
under  the  heavy  i^right  of  a  great  national  debt }"  What  docs 
«1I  this  ithount  to  but  to  the  encouraging  exprefiions  and  affutanc^s 
of  **  this  is  your  time  to  come ;  hold  out  your 'hands  and  fraternize 
#itfi*  us  r"  When  I  ferioufly  confidcr  the  obvious  tendency  of 
ibdilangnage,  I  tt\u(k  exprefs  my  regret  tKat  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  publiThed  his  itfolutions  in  the  newipapers.  I  ntay  ven- 
ttn^e  to  alTert,  that  they  hav^  been  already  fent  in  the  papers  to  other 
countri)*s ;  ^nd  I  dare  fay  they  have^  like  other  articles  o(  important 
intielligence,  been  oottveyed  through  the  means  of  neutral  Ihips. 
ifat  skll  I  no^  fs&y  IS,  that,  they  are  not  very  much  calculated  to  ter* 
tify  the  entoy.  I  have  the  fat!sfa<9ion  to  ftate,  tl^t  a  great  many 
ofter  ^olb!!(>ns  for  forihing  affi)ciatiiina  in  defence  of  the  country 
have  been  r^deived  frohfi  all  paHs  of  the  kingdom,  and  they  are  re- 
folutions which  rcfteft  the  highcft  honour  on  thofe  ^ho  joitied'chefil, 
as  th^y  difplay  the  mo(l  manly  sind  uivequivocal  pfocife  of  tmi  and 
j^dMotifm.  They  dll  go  in  their  operation,  liot  ohly  to  the  meaiis 
^  dSihg  with  f]$trft  and  enet^  agfiinft  the  enemy^  but  to  the  ft^et^ 
vatfbh  and  ic^uHty  of  inteirnil  pedce  and  (aftity.  I  cai^  aifure  the 
ftoDfe,  thai  th^  i^ble  on  ^liich  ih^  ave  latd,  dfidHirhieh  is  att  lalfe 
«9  tK^  is  evtry  d^  cov^cd  \ti^  (h^tti.     Y^  LeaH  ikmty  whb  the 
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^Icft  con£(]iencjB»  tha^  afnong  all  the  plans  of  aflj^tadon  r^\td 
c^vciy  day,  tberf  i^  not  on^  like  that  prefcnte^  (torn  the  bpraug^  of 
$QUthw^k.  If  the  gentlemen  who  camp  forward  on  th^t  occafiofl 
^ri;  wife,  tb^  wifdo/o,  I  muft  ^pnficTs,  appear?  ml^r  finf^ar ;  an4 
if  the  honourably  gentleman  ferioufly  meant,  by  the  lead  which  ht^ 
took  in  thofe  procecdi^,  to  guard  in  a  fecure  ipanncr  his  ovn 
ch^ftity.and  virtuei  I  fpuitaifui^  him,^that  more  parties  tban  qw; 
ate  ncc^iS^  to  the  a^tainmqpt  c^that  obj^d.  But  in  confidering 
ti^e  QTKfiAuf  which  th^  honourable  gentlem^  {)rofpfle$  to.  hay^ 
^doptod  fox  the  p^rp9f<?  pf  frigfitening  the  enemy,  I  muft  beg  Icavo 
to  afk,  did  it  never  occur  to  him  that  it  was  not  a  nj^t  thing  ^ 
bring  forward  a  propofition  to  (h|^  to  ihe  enemy,  and  for  the  truthi 
of  wfhiph  he  i$  ftill  an  advfx:;|t99  that  the  Executive  Govemmpoi^ 
U  unable  t^  vri^Ki  the  ppwer  of  the  kingdom  with  any  falutary  efleA 
or  ben^fi^ial  confequrof^  ?  [A  qry  of  Hear !  hear !  from  Mu 
Tierney.]  Is  this  npeant  as  a  complioient  ?  But  in  wbatcfov 
(fsfjX^,  it  is  ipcaot,  I  me^.to  ft^,  before  I  fit  down,  that  the  Hovife 
will  not  ad  wiiely,  if  they  attempt,  after  the  difcufliun  of  the  px>« 
km  q^cAion,  to  go  into  any  inquiries.  The  confideration  of  tbjiy 
fi4ye(3  is  c9i;iH|i^d  within  a  very  narrow  compaft..  A  plan  of  aflb* 
cl^lipn  agreed  to  by  certain  perfons  in  the  borough  of  South  wark  ibr 
the  d^^^ec  of  the  coyptry,  has  been  tranfmitted  to  the  Lord  Liei^ 
t^na9(  pf  the  county,  of  Surry :  and  he  has  not  thoiight  proper,  ^fy^ 
f  f^n^id  a<Kl  msKMre  deliberation  of  the  contends,  to  fubmit  and  ro* 
ppi^fi^d  th^  adoption  of  the  mes^fure  for  His  MajeAy's  approbaUocu 
Thp  I'Ofd  Lieutepant  has'  unquetlionably  a^icd  in  con&rmity  ta  tb^ 
powei:$v  vf ith  lyhich  hip  is  e^trulted,  and  has,  not  excrcifcd  tlie  leal^ 
i^b)t  Pf  Privilege  to  which  he  is  not  fairly  entitled*  }  think  it  ne-* 
ceffaiy  now  to  (4i(cJrve,  tb^t  any  difference  or  Thadc  of  political  gpi- 
nioo  PVgbW  io  ipy  fQind,  to  be  no  caufe  for  rejediing  the  co*operatioii 
pf  ^ny  imok  ai|\d.  defcriptiqn  of  men  in  the  prefent  important  criiis  of 
pubHe  ^i^iLrs.  But,  Six,  I  muft  alfo  fay,  that  there  are  def<;ription^ 
pf  m^n  ip  this  country,  who,  whether  we  confider  their  principles  qr 
tbeifr  views,  ^i^  i^t  f^t  to  h^  trufted  in  the  hour  of  dangen  But  thif 
'  CQ^fid^rf^tion  belongs  nK>re  particularly  to  the  judgement  anddecifioa 
of  the  Lords  Lieutenants  of  counties,  whoare,  I  nuiintain,  inyeflod 
if^ifh  the  power  of  re^mm^nding  or  rejedling  according  to  die  prin- 
^pl^aof  pntdepceand  wifdom,  and  in  direct  conformity  to  the  law 
of  iHc  land>  ^nd  to  the  fpirit  of  the  con(litution« 

Mr*  SHERIPAN  fi^id,  it  had  a  little  excited  his  furprire  to  hear 
the  ri^^t  honourably  gcntlern^n  acknowledge  the  importafK:e  of  the 
prefent  queftion,  and  yet  treat  it  as  if  it  was  of  no  importance  at  alL 
In  my  luipd  (fiii4  Mr.  Sheridan}  in  point  of  real  iirportancc,  as  it 
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conncfls  itfplf  with   the  bcft  interefts  of  tfic  country  in  a  crifis 
avowedly  of  real  danger,  than  the  prefent  there  could  not  have  been 
brought  forward  a  queftion  more  entitled  to  the  candid,   full  and 
deliberate  confidcration  of  this  Houfe.     Yet  fo  fatisHed  am  I  with 
the  flatements  made  by  my  honourable  friend,  and  fo  ably  has  he 
fupported  thofc  ftatcments  by  his  arguments — arguments  and  ftate-* 
ments  which  have  fcarce  been  combated,  but  certainly  not  refuted,^ 
that  I  fhould  not  have  troubled  the  Houfe  at  all  but  for  one  obfer- 
vation  made  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  courfe  of  hit 
fpeech.     Sir,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  this  evening  told 
us,  nay,  he  has  aflerted  it  broadly  as  a  propotition,  which,  indeed,  he 
has  offered  to  maintain,  ftiat  there  are  in  this  country  great  numbers 
of  feditious  petfons,  who  have  formed  themfelves  into  focieties  under 
the  fpecious  title  of  Reformers,  but  whofe  real  objeft  is  tb  overturn 
the  Conftitution  by  affifting  the  French,  (hould  they  ever  land  m 
this  country.     This,  Sir,  isintrtith,  a  very  broad  propofition,  and, 
without  intending  any  thing  ludicrous,  I  mud  confefs  its  capacity 
was  not  a  little  enlarged  by  the  tone  and  gefture  in  which  it  was  de- 
livered.    But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  cannot  wonder  if  I 
dctiy  affertions  fo  generally  made,  and  propofiiions  fo  wide  and  un- 
limited in  their  fcope.      I  am  now  told  there  are  every- where  infi- 
dious,  lurking  perfons  who  chcrifli  fentiments  hoftile  to  the  Govern- 
ment.    This  is  an  accufation  by  no  nheans  new.     It  is,  however, 
much  too  loofe  and  vague  to  be  regarded  with  complacency.     I  will 
admit  that  there  may  be  in  this  country,  as  there  ever  Will  be  in 
every  country,  a  few,  who,  urged  by  I  Know  not  what  fpirit,  a  love 
of  change — a  paflion  probably  once  cheriftied  by  the  right  honoura* 
ble  gentleman  himfelf — or  from  wotfe  motives,  defire  the  overthrow 
of  the  Government.     But  while  I  am  far  from  doubting  that  there 
may  be  bad  men,  I  hope  and  believe  they  are  few.     It  is  with  them, 
perhaps,  as  with  the  grafshopper — they  will  make  a  noife,  but  they 
have  too  much  timidity  jever  to  be  feen.     Only  alarnr\ifts  could  ap* 
prchend  danger  from  fuch  men.     But  we  have  often  before  now 
heard  it  ftated  in  language  not  lefs  confident,  that  in  every  corner  of 
the  kingdom  fedition  and  trcafon  in  fome  degree  exift.     This,  Sir, 
is  a  little  unaccountable.     If  His   Majefty^s  Minifters  have  not 
been  all  along  deceiving  us,  it  is  not  eafy  to  imagine  how,  in  this 
crifis  of  their  mighty  power,  a  few  obfcure  individuals  could  have 
become  fo  formidable.     Really  there  is  in  thefe  matters  fomething 
of  the  myfterious.     A  (hort  time  back,  fo  much  of  the  Conftitti- 
lion  was  taken  away  to  defend  the  reft  ;  and  for  this  proceeding  the 
«^(bns  ftated  by  Minifters  were  chiefly,  that  the  focieties  were  every 
ly  growing  dangerous;  that  principles  hoftile  to  good  order  and 
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mpnlity  were  hourly  acquiiiog  ftrengUi,  and  tepidly'gaihing  <m  the 
individual  mind.  Strong  meafiares  wccc  accordingly  adq)ted ;  and^ 
.tintil  of  late,  we  have  been  uniformly  tokl»  that  the  memorable  Trea-> 
fon  and  Sedition  Bills  had  fucceeded.  in  efTedtually  fupprefliing  what- 
ever of  either  exifted.  in  the  country.  Bu^  this  night  we  are  told, 
that  not  only  has  the  diAemper  re-appeared,  but  treafon  and  feditioa 
are  denounced  to  you  :  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  de- 
clared that  they  exift  in  a  degree  to  damp  the  fpirit,  and  reprefs  the 
aiidour  of  the  country.  * 

Here  Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  muft  have  been  much 
mifunderftood.  What  he  faid  was,  that  in  'confequence  of  nnrany 
improper  perfons  having,  made  offers  to  ferVe,  and  the  appearance 
of  a  feditious  faSion,  the  fpirits  of  the  people  and  of  the  affociations 
would  be  damped  if  Lords  Lieutenants  of  the  counties,  or  if  His 
i^ajcfty's  Miniftcre,  accepted  of  fudh  offers  of  iervice. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  faid — We  have  now  had  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  explanation ;  and  I  muft  Day,  that  if  the  peo- 
ple, if  the  martial  fpirit  of  the  alfociations,  (hall  be  damped  by  fo 
fmall  a  number  as  the  troop  of  feditionii^s  is  faid  to  coniid  of,  the 
country  is,  indeed,  in  danger,  and  our  fituation  is  bad  beyond  exam- 
ple. There  is  that,  however,  in  the  declared  zeal  and  patriotifm 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  which  muft  quiet  every  rational! 
mind,  and  make  the  general  fecurity  depend,  as  it  ought,  on  the 
courage,  the  perfeverance,  the  refources  and  the  unincum*  ered 
ftrength  of  the  country.  Thus  much  I  have  endeavoured  to  ob- 
viate the  effefl  of  that  difcouraging  propofition— that  there  exift  at 
this  moment  vaft  and  formidable  bodies  of  men  hoftile  to  Govern- 
ment, and  united  to  accelerate  its  fall.  But  there  is  one  expreffion 
which  it  is  impofiible  I  (hould  be  able  to  contemplate  without  an- 
xiety, or  bring  forward  to  the  recollection  of  the  honourable  genr 
tkman  without  regret.  The  right  honourable  Secretary  has  told 
us  that  h^  regrets  the  circumftances  which  have  obliged  the  officers 
of  the  Crown  to  put  off  the  State  trials  ;  and  do  but  attend  to  the 
very  mifchievous  reafon  he  has  affigned  for  his  regret — that  he  could  , 
not  lay  before  this  Houfe  the  proofs  of  the  guilt  of  particular 
bodies,  and  of  the  exiftence  of  multiplied  oonfpiracies.  Sir,  I  am 
not  one  who  has.^ver  been  unwilling  to  pay  the  tribute  of  applauft, 
juftly  due  to  an  Englilh  Jury  ?  but  if  ever  any  thing  could  tend 
to  influence  a  Jury,  it  mutt  be  fuch  an  aflcrtion  as  that  of  the  right 
lionpurablc  gentleman.     In  the  critical  and  awful  fituation  of  the  j 

perfons  in  confinement  s^  Maidftonc,  nothing  can  be  more  tmkind,  | 

to  fay  the  leaft»  than  the  uiing  expr^ions  towards  them'  vvhtch  may  \ 

We. a  teijciejacy  to  impvei%  iidfividual  niiitids  witb  an- unfavourable         j 
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oiHiuon  of  their  conduA.  Tmt  principle  of  the  law  of  England 
.which  holds  a  manto  be  innoqent  until  he  is  found  guilty  by  a  Jury 
of  his  Peers,  to  my  mind  conveys  as  found  and  wife  a  niaxim  as 
ever  was  inculcated.  Sir,  it  requires  of  us  cautioufly  to  avoid  all 
.ocoilions  o(  expreffing  hafiily,  or  in  warmth^  even  doubts  of  the 
innocence  of  peribns  who  may  unfortunately  (land  accufed  of  eilor- 
4nous  crimes.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  but  given 
.that  principle  of  dur  law  its  full  weight  in  his  deliberations,  if  he 
had  regarded  any  thing  that  he  owes  to  judice,  he  would  not  have 
made  fuch  a  ipeech.  But^  Sir,  I  can  remember  a  period  in  our 
annals,  characterized  by  circumAances  not  a  little  Similar,  and  con- 
duct very  much  like  that  of  the  prefcnt  evening.  The  memorable 
epoch  of  the  State  trials  is  frelh  in  the  recolle6Kon  of  gentlemen. 
To  this  I  particularly  allude.  At  that  period,  eventful  enough, 
God  knows,  we  were  aflured  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
and  his  friends  near  him,  that  the  whole  country  was  menaced,  and 
in  dangerof  being  overr run  by  French  principles,  and  the  emiflaries 
of  the  Correfponding  Societies.  I  remember  the  proceedings  of 
Parliament  in  the  Committees  that  were  held  on  this  occafion. 
Then,  Sir,  there  were  tremendous  reports,  wfaifpers  of  dark  and 
inlidious  confpiracies,  of  treaibn,  and  every  other  mpnftrous  crime 
that  could  incereftor  difquietthe  mind.  .We  were  )then  prefented 
with  profiles,  and  drawings  of  pikes,  and  of  malrand  female  fcrcws. 
It  was  then  the  general  boaA  of  Minifters,  that  they  poflefled  proofs 
of  exiting  confpiracies ;  but  they  at  the  fame  time  moiledly  told 
us,  as  has  been  infinuated  this  evenihg,  they  regretted,  that  while 
the  trials  were  depending,  they  could  not  bring  forward  the  proofs 
of  exiting  confpii>icies,  of  the  treafonable  mind  within,  and  the 
correfponding  danger  from  without.  Happily,  however,  thefe  au- 
guries fooh  proved  ill  founded,  and  the  verdict  of  an  Englifh  Jury 
declared  the  innocence  of  the  accufed.  I  do  not  fay  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to'nie  thinks  much  of  the  verdidi  of 
a  Jury  ;  but  it  is  no  uqimportant  &6I,  that  the  Judge  who  prtflded 
on  that  occafion  congratulated  the  Jury  on  their  verdi<5t,  and  on  the 
poofs  that  had  been  exhibited  Jof.  tbofe  confpiracies,  which  once 
fo  much  alarmed  the  public  mind,,  being  wholly  without  founda- 
tion^ or  only  the  chimerical  onspring  of  a  fadlion,  men  without 
iirms,  ammunition,  or  means  of  any  kind,  and  everi  without  7eah 
Sir,  I  mull  think  we  are  on  the  prefent  occafion  as  little  in  danger 
o£  being  Dverwheloaed  '^ith  confpirators  as  we  were  then.  But, 
thoUgh*!  think,  thus,  the  inference  from  the  right  honourable  gen* 
demands  bbferv9tion  muft  be  obvious.  It  mud  befclt,  that  in  fub- 
ibmce  the  r^y^  hohourable^iulemah  bad  Iniinuated  ;that  the  prifon* 
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ere  are  guilty.     I  have  no  kncmledfe  of  any  of  the  prifoners  except 
Mr.  O'Connor ;  but  I,  Sir^  r^rel  that  the  trial  dt  Maidflone  was. 
put  off.     I  regret  it  for  reafons  very  dificrent,  with  feelings  the  re^ 
verfe  of  tliofe  which  appear  to  alAuate  the  'tight  honourable  gentle- 
man.    I  regret  it»   Sir,   becaufe   I   am  convinced  Mr.  Aothu^ 
O'Connor  is  not  a  traitory   and  is  incapable  of  ading  hoftilely 
againft  this  Country  or  its  Conftitution.     Having  faid  this,  I  ihaU 
now  take  the  liberty  of  making  fome  obfefvations  on  the  queftioa 
immediately  before  the  Houfe.     The  right  honourable  gqntleman 
has  aifumcd,  as  a  general  propofition^  the  difcretion  vefted  in  Lovdf 
Lieutenants  ;  but  all  fervants  are  refponfible  for  their  conduA.  The 
wiiole  queftion  is,  therefore,  this-^'*  Has  my  honourable  friend 
made  out  fuch  a  cafe  as  ought  to  induce  this  Houfe  to  enter  into 
the  propofed  inquiry,  and  as  requires  a  juftification  of  the  condud  of 
my  Lord  Onflow  r"     I  think  this  cafe  has  been  made  out ;  but 
b  far  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  meeting  the  queftion 
fairly,  he  has  not  in  any  one  inftance  attempted  to  difcufs  it.     In<- 
fiead  of  this,  a  great  deal  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  (jpetfch 
was  occupied  with  efibrts  to  thh)w  odium  on  the  refoldtions  of  the 
borough  of  Southwark,  which  all  comes  to  this«— •*'  Is  it  fit  to  tell 
the  French  that  England  is  not  what  England  was  ?"  But,  Sir,  it  was 
not  neceflary  that  thefe  refolutions  (hould  ever  have  been  pafled,  to 
give  the  French  all  the  information  on  this  fubjedi  they  can  deiire^ 
They  qinnot  chink  it  neceflfary  to  refer  to  the  borough  of  Southwark 
to  inform  them,  that  we  entered  into  the  prefent  war  ftrengthened 
by  an  alliance  with  almoft  every  power  in  Europe,  that  we  have  loft 
our  allies  one  by  one,  that  Belgium  is  annexed  to  their  Republic^ 
and  that  we  have  fuftathed  great  and  grievous  loflfes  in  the  Weft 
Indies.    '  It  is  complained  of,  that  thefe  refolutions  haive  become  too 
public,  and  they  would  find  their  way  to  France*   -  Sir,  I  do  not 
know  that  this  will  be  the  cafe  ;  but  I  do  know,  that  if  the  de*^ 
clarations  of  the  Borough  Afibciation  reached  France,  no  candid  or 
intelligent  Frenchman  will  doubt  the  determination  of  that  portion 
of  His  Majefty  fubjcAs  to  defend  their  country,  and  affert  thdt 
nghts  againft  invaders,  of  whatever  defeription. 

But^it  appears  to  me  that  language,  fuch  as  that  held  by  the  sight 
hoifourable  gegntlemaii,  is  every  way  unworthy  of  himfelf.  At  one 
time  the  thiHt  was  after'unanlmitv  ;  now  we  arc  threatened  with 
fehifms  ;  ai>d  if  ever  any  thing  ferickis  to  this  country  (hould  be  the 
efFedt  of  party  anitpofity,  that  Tight  honourable  gentleman,  and  thofe 
who  like  to  vexan4  wbund  the  fpirit  of  individuals,  will  be  alone 
to  blame.  .  It,. indeed,  is  pretty  evident  that  nodfJfcnof  fervicc<  no 
declared  -intention  t^/fupport  the  Executive  Government  in  the  Jiour. 
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X)f  peril,  •  no  oblivion  of  political  enmity,  will  do,  unlef^  wc  com6 
£)rward  to  dec]  ait  the  preftnt  war  juft  and  neceflary,  altliough  we 
had  in  its  comfncnccmcnt,  and  have  uniformly  fince,  oppofed  it  ai 
•unjuft  and  unneceflary ;  that  we  muft  deny  all  our  cheti(hed  and 
oldeil  principless  acknowledge  thofe  Minifters  to  have  capacity; 
vhofe  incapacity  we  always  Have  deplored :  in  fine,  unlcfs  we  bring 
along- with  us  a  certificate  of  our  capacity,  it  appears  to  be  the  de- 
termination of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  that  we  fhall  nbt  ferve  our 
country,  or  be  found  in  its  ranks,  fighting  its  battles  in  the  hour  of 
danger.     Sir,  I  do  hot  ftate  this  on  light  grounds.     In  my  neigh- 
bourhood, inftances  have  occurred  of  condudt  on  the  part  of  Minify* 
tcrs  that  warrant  my  condlifions.     An  honourable  gentleman^  a 
Member  of  this  Hbufe,  than  whom  there  is  not  a  more  loyal,  gallant 
perfon  in  it,  has  made  an  offer  of  his  fcrvices,  but   no  notice  has 
becntaken'pf  that  offer.     The  whole  of  his  political  profcription 
can  therefore  only  meian,  that  certain  perfons  fhall  not  be  trufted 
with  arms  becaufe  thiey  have  oppofed  Minifters.    The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  fays,  that  the  refolutioAs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough-  of  Southwark  tend  only  to  invite  the  French  to  come  and 
give  them  the'  ffatcrnal  hug.     But  fo  littte'do  they  expreft  a  defirc 
toTeceive  the  fraternal  kifs,  that  the  refolutions' breathe  atrae'Eng- 
Kfh/fpirit;  the)'  contain  expreffions  of  undifTembled  k)ve  of  tlieir 
country^  and  tfeU  the  French;/*'  if  you  come,  we  are  determined  td 
T&pel  you  with  all  our  niight;"     The  right  honourable  gentlcMiti 
has  affcrtcd  with  great  boldricfs,  (I  need  not  cxpeft  candour  on  that 
fide  of  the  Hoofb,)'that  the  motives  of  many  perfons  who  had  offered 
their,  fcrvices  wer^  veiy  queftionablc,  and' that  the  refolutions  pafifed 
In'tKe  borough  had-  not  a  tendency  to  produce  unanimity,     With 
lefpedl  to  the  laft,   the  contrary  of  this  is  evident.     And  to  hear 
men  who  have  ntvet  been  fuppcrted  but  from  parfimonious  mo- 
tives,  who  have  been  buying  at  their  price  all  that  have  ever 
efpoufed  their  caufe^to  hear  thcfe  men  queftion  the  purity  of  mo- 
tives, is  not  furpfifing.     They  habitually.  If  not  naturally,  afcribc 
liiofe  qualifier  to  odlcrs  which  they  know  they  inherit  themfelves. 
With  rcfpcdl  to  the  tendency  of  the  refolutions,  1  (hall  fay  once  for 
allyUhat  if  I  was  an  inhabitant  of  tjic  borough,  attending  at  the 
meedng  in  which  thofe  refolutions  were  adopted,  and  there  (hould 
come  h\tt}  the  room  a  man  who  (hould  (tate  that  it  had  been  faid  in 
ihc  Houfe  of  Commons  that  all  reformers  were  friends  of  tEc 
French,  artd  regarded  as  fuch  by  that  people,  the  determiriation  tQ 
iriift  them,  exprefleci  in  one  of  their  refolutions,  would   be  to  me' 
the  bei^  proof  that  no  fuch  intention  as  that  of  afTifting  the  Frenci^ 
9&  cycf  fntpftajflcd  by  the  inhabitants  pf  the  borougl^  of  Soutfef 
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wark.  From  all  thefe  conliderationsi  Sir»  t  muft  (zj  I  think  it 
pot  candid  or  prudent  in  Mintfters  to  Ihrink  from  this  difeuflfiony  and 
rcfufe  inquiry.  I  think  they  owe  tt  to  themfelves ;  j  know  they 
owe  It  to  thc^  country. — Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  faying,  ht 
heartily  approved  of  the  prefent  motion,  and  would  cordially  vofe 
for  it.    .  • 

Mr.  I.  P.  BASTARD  did  not  think  the  prefent  queftion  of 
fufficient  magnitude  to  make  it  an  object  worthy  of  difcufllion.  All 
we  (hould  now  look  to  was,  that  the  country  be  properly  defended. 
For  his  part,  he  oould  never  agree  in  thinking  that  any  man's  cha- 
rader  could  be  ilurred  by  the  difcountenance  of  any  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant ;  if  fo,  then  his  charader  was  now  afperfed ;  for  he  had 
ofi^red  to  -arm  a  nnmber  of  his  tenants  at  his  own  expence,  but  his 
ofTer  was* not  attended  to,  nor  was  he  the  lead  hurt  at  this  mark  of 
inattention ;  it  relieved  him  from  all  refiponfibility  ;  it  faved  him 
fome  thotifand  founds  :  and  the  country  may  be  as  well  defended 
by  others  as  by  him  ;  all  he  wi(hed  for  was,  that  it  might  be  effec- 
tually defended. 

•  Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  faid,  he  could  not  bring  himfetf 
to  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  the 
queftion  now  before  the  Houfe  was  not  an  object  worthy  of  con- 
fiderarion ;  it  plainly  proved  to  his  mind,  that  it  was  the  plan  of 
Mipifters  to  profcribe  every  perfon  who  did  not  endeavour  to  fup- 
.them  in  power ;  but  as  to  the  noble  Lord,  whofe  conduA  dn 
lis  occafion  was  brought  under  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  he 
for  one  could  declare,  that  for  the.ten  years  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  reprefent  the  county  of  Surry,  he  had  always  experienced  the 
greateft  candour  from  that  noble  Lord  ;  and  he  was  fure  that  his 
behaviour  in  this  recent  tranfadlion  ihould  rather  be  afcribed  to  the 
intrufion  of  Minifters  than  to  the  natural  difpofition  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Surry.  Convinced^  therefore,  as  he 
was,  of  their  unwearied  attempts  to  (ligmatixe  every  perfon  who 
4ifapproved  of  their  meafures^  he  would  now  vote  for  the  propofed 
inquiry. 

Mr.  CURWEN  retained  his  former  opinion  of  the  incapacity 
ldf  Miniftersi  and  alfo  his  idea  of  the  neceflity  of  a  Parliamentary 
Keform.  Thefe  opinions  he  would  again  ftir  and  fupport,  when 
'  the  proper  time  returned  for  fuch  difcuffions  ;  but  the  infamous  con- 
duA  of  the  French  was  now  no  longer  to  be  endured  ;  their  at- 
tempts were  firft  to  be  baffled  an^  confounded  ;  and  when  the 
^  fianger  drew  near,  there  would  be  found  but  very  few  indeed^  if  any^ 
yrould  not  come  forward  to  m^t  and  repel  it. 
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Mr.  MARTIN  thought  the  conduift  of  Lords  Lieutenants  of 
counties  (hould  be  fubje6led  to  a  due  degree  of  refpedbibiiity  ;  they 
were  named  by  the  Crown  ;  and  if  they  were  to  be  entruiled  with 
an  arbitrary  and  uncontroled  power,  the  liberties  of  the  country 
would  be  at  an  end. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  rofe  to  reply  ;  he  faid,  that  as  there  feemed  Co 
be  no  difpofition  in  any  gcndeman  to  fay  any  thing  farther  upon  the 
qocftion,  he  now  rofe  to  avail  himfelf  of  the.  privilegp  of  replying  to 
the  arguments  urged  againft  his  motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid>  that  no  gentleman  had  fuch  a  pri?- 
yilege.  It  was  an  indulgence  allowed  at  firft  for  the  purpofes  of 
explanation,  though  it  was  perfedlly  competent  for  any  other  petfoti 
to  {peak  after  a  gentleman  who  had  brought  forward  a  motion.  Ht 
had  come  to  the  Houfe  with  the  intention  of  delivering  his  fcnti- 
nients  upon  the  fubjed  ;  but  every  point  of  argument  had  been  fo 
ably  urged  by  his  right  honourable  friend,  that  he  (hould  think  he 
had  no  apology  in  troubling  the  Houfe.  Should  any  thing  be  ad- 
vanced by  the,  honourable  gentleman  which  required  an  anfwef,  he 
ihould  not  confider  himfelf  precluded  from  fpcaking. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  was  aware  that  he  had  not  a  claim  of 
Arid  right  to  be  the  la(^  fpeaker ;  and  this  he  had  experienced  on  a 
former  occaiion,  whqn  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  taken 
the  opportunity  of  his  having  previoufly  fpoken  in  reply,  for. a  let-, 
o^  at  him  when  he  w^s  prevented  from  replying.  It  was  againft 
this  that  he  wiihed,  if  poITible^  to  guard.  It  fo  happened  on  the 
prcfentoccafion  that,  the  caufe  of  his  riling,  and  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman's  declining  to  fpeak,  was  the  fame.  He  had  heard 
no  arguments  ufed  upon  the  other  fide  to  convince  him  of  the  im- 
propriety of  his  motion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
fcem  to  be  dcquainted  with  the^  provifions  of  the  bill  which  had 
paflfed  a  month  ago  for  the  defence  of  the  cquntry,  in  which  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  concur.  By  that  bill  the  Lords  Lieutenants  of 
counties  were  required  to  make  returns  as  {oot\  as  ppfTible  of  the 
perfons  in  their  diftrifts  who  were  willing  to  fervc,  and  on  what 
^erms.  The  Lord  Lieutenant,  however,  was  -not  called  upon  to 
recommend.  The  right  honourable  gentlemap  wi(hcd  to  throw 
the  odium  of  refufing  the  proffered  fervice  of  any  body  of  men  vpon 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  while  the  Secretary  of  State  was  flic  efficient 
manager.  This,  no  doubt,  was  a  very  convenient  arrangenient,/  if 
Lords  Lieutenants  thought  proper  to  fubmit  to  it  It  was  fai;d>  that 
IQ  reject  the  officers  propofed  was  a  ftrongfcr  meafure  than  to  rcjeft 
the  viilr  ot  an  aflociation.     The  diftin<5lion  might  not  be  9  good 
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one,  but  it  was  not  the  dlftinAion  of  hts  argument,  it  was  the  de- 
fed  of  the  bill.  What  he  complained  of  was,  that  Lord  Onflow 
had  taken  no  fteps  to  infonn  himfelf  on  the  fubjef^,  but  had  thought ' 
proper,  in  a  very  abrupt  manner,  to  throw  a  flur  on  the  inhabitants 
of  SoutKwark,  by  rejedling  their  fervices.  Inftead  of  courting 
information,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  inftead  of  wiihing  to  havo 
objeAions  removed,  he  had  avoided  all  examination  and  explana- 
tion. In  doing  this,  had  Lord  Onflow  done  his  duty  to  the  country 
at  the  prefent  momentous  crifis  r  The  condu£l  of  Lord  Onflow 
had  tended  to  excite  divifions,  and  to  inflame  animofities  in  the 
ix>rough  of  SoQth<rark ;  he  had  thrown  a  flur  on  its  inhabitants  ; 
and  if  any  mode  could  be  fliown  by  which  they  could  challenge  and 
compel  him  to  give  fome  rcafon  for  his  conduct  to  them,  they  were 
determined  to  employ  it.  The  previous  refolution  in  which  the 
reafons  which  induced  them  to  come  forward,  fo  far  from  inviting 
the  enemy,  apprifed  them  of  the  dcfperate  refiflance  which  they 
would  have  to  encounter.  We  had  been  told  that  the  French 
were  to  be  frightened  out  of  their  wits  by  the  unanimous  addrefles 
of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  [hedging  their  lives  and  fortunes. 
Were  the  French  then  to  be  frightened  by  the  paper  fliot  of  Parli- 
ament }  and  was  the  honeA,  firm,  and  zealous  determination  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Southwark  to  have  no  efle£t  upon  them  ?  If  Barras 
reafpned  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fuppofed,  and  ftill 
continued  to  think,  that  the  Reformers  would  abet  thnr  caufe,  tht 
foldiers  to  be  employed  in  the  expedition  would,  at  leafl,  draw  z 
difierent  conclufion.  They  would  not  be  encouraged  to  embark  in 
the  enterprize,  by  the  information  that  thofe  who  were  friendly  to 
Reform,  would  be  firft  to  refift  their  attempts  upon  the  independence 
of  the  country.  It  was  evident,  however,  that  Miniflers  difcouraged 
all  offers  of  fervice,  but  from  thofe  who  were  friendly  to  their  Admi- 
niftration,  and  would  not  willingly  put  arms  into  any  hands  but  thofe 
which  were  ready  to  applaud  their  meafures.  His  honourable 
friend  he&de  him  (<aeneral  Tarleton)  was  not  the  only  inftance.  If 
the  reports  in  circulation  were  to  be  credited,  Miniflers  had  reje6led 
offers  of  fervice  firom  another  quarter,  in  which,  from  the  exalted 
ftation  of  the  party,  there  could  bo  no  fufpicion  of  difafFe6^ion,  and 
had  thus  checked  the  zeal  and  fpirit  that  was  burfting  forth  in  a 
quarter  where  the  country  would  rejoice  mofl  to  fee  it.  .  This  re- 
port, if  true,  added  to  many  other  inflances  where  th(  fame  difpofi- 
tion  was  difplayed,  proved  that  Miniflers  were  averfe  to  emplc^  any 
but  thofe  who  were  ready  implicitly  to  bow  to  their  authority,  and 
to  approve  all  their,  meafures.  It  was  faid  that  the  refolution  in 
which,  the  conduct  of  tHe  Miniftcf  was  held  up  to  public  difappro- 
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bation^  was  not  calculated  to  procure  unanimity.  That  refdu^on^ 
jt  was  to  be  obferved,  had  not  been  read  at  all  in  the  general  meet-* 
ing.  The  firft  meeting  held  was,  indeed,  a  party  meetii^gi  and  the 
pbjeft  of  the  refolution  was  to  give  value  to  their  fervices,  by  (hew- 
ing that  they  were  extorted.  At  the  general  meeting,  however,  the 
plan  of  affociation  was  approved  of  by  an  affembly^  where  many 
jprefen^  were  friendly  to  the  Minifter*s  politics,  and  feveral  altera- 
tions were  adopted  to  accommodate  them.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  obferved,  that  if  there  was  any  violation  of  political  pu* 
.rity,  there  muft  be  two  parties  concerned.  How  often  the  Miniftcra 
were  parties  to  fuch  tranfad^ions  he  would  not  determine.  But  was 
there  ever  a  period  when  greater  temptation  was  held  out*  for  jobs  ? 
Did  ev^r  Minifters  hold  out  greater  advantages  to  thofe  who  joined 
them  than  the  prefent  Minifters  f  It  was  necelTary  to  (hew  that 
there  was  no  job,  no  finifter  motive  in  the  fupport  offered  to  Go- 
vernment. We, had  feen  all  principle  degraded^all  appearance  of 
independence  rendered  fufpe£led  by  the  greedinefs  whh  whiph  offets 
were  held  out,  and  the  avidity  with  which  they  were  aco^i^r  He 
^as  anxious,  therefore,  as  well  as  thofe  that  ^d^ed  with  him,  to 
guard  his  motives  from  fufpicion,  and  ta  prove  himfclf  fit  to  be  a 
Joldier,  by  ftiewing  that  he  was  a  man  of  honour.  What  th^p  was 
the  condufl  of  which  he  complained  r  Men  were  invited  t6  offer' 
their  fervices,  and  when,  in  jhe  loyalty  of  their  honeft  hearts  they 
,did  come  forward,  they  were  rejedted  without  any  rcafon  afTigncd.  It 
was  for  this  that  he  arraigned  the  condud  of  Lord  Onflow  ;  he  de- 
manded that  he  fliould  be  put  upon  his  trial  in  the  name  of  the  iOr 
habitants  of  Southwark  ;  be  called  for  fome  explanation^of  the  in- 
fu It  which  he  had  put  upon  them.  At  a  time  when  they  were  loaded 
with  fo  many  grievances,  when  they  voluntarily  came  forward  with 
an  offer  of  their  fervices,  was  it  prudent  to  fend  them  back  with  an 
atdditioQal  grievance  more,  and  that,  too,^moft  cruel  and  infulting  to 
their  feelings  ?  j^t  was  not  that  he  was  deficient  ir>  the  politenefs 
^  which,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  might  have  been  expe£ted>  towards  9 
Member  of  Parliament ;  it  was  the  flur  thrown  upon  the  inhabir 
tants  of  Southwark|  which  ought  to  be  wipe^.away.  This  might 
lectin  a  flight  matter  to  fome  gentlemen  ;  but  in  many  cafes  it  was  a 
fevere  hard(hip,  and  a  moft  painful  injury.  It  was  not  an  indif'- 
iPerent  matter  to  a  littk:  tradefman  to  be  fufpeded  by  his  cuflomers  ;  it 
Was,  pot  a  flight  injury  to  tell,  men  already  ground  down  by  burdeps> 
who  made  an  effort  to  defend  their  country  without  any  expenqei  to 
Government,  you  may  go  back;  we  cannot  accept  your  feryiqcsl 
What  handle  for  the  indulgence  of  animofity  did  this  furnifli.  to  iot  ^ 
Gained  partixans?  A  line  was  now  drawn  between  the  fervf^es  of 
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thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  Miniller's  policies,  and  thofe  who  en- 
tertained different  fentimn^ts  ;  and  now  they  were  to  wait  till  the 
hour  of  danger  arrived,  ignorant  whether  their  fervtces  were  to  be 
accepted,  either  in  Allien  difcontent,  or  in  pit^us  refignation*  The 
.  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  his  office  was  filled  every  day 
with  offers  of  affociation.  Perhaps,  however,  he  ought  not  to  rely 
too  much  on  theoifers  of  which  he  boafted.  Many  were  compelled 
to^offer  their  ferviccs,  many  durft  not  rcfufe.  The  time  might 
come  when  it  would"  be  found  that  one  good  man  in  the  borough 
would  he  of  more  fervice  and  deferve  greater  truft  than  a  multitude 
of  the  figners  of  loyal  addrcffcs  in  favour  of  the  Government  as  it 
ftands.  Jf  by  the  Government  as  it  (lands  they  mean  the  Confti- 
tution  of  ih is  Country,  then  he  was  ready  to  concur  with  them; 
but  if  they  meant  the  prefcnt  Adminiftration,  it  was  an  infult  to  the 
fufferings  of  the  Nation,  which  Minifters  had  reduced 'to  its  prefent 
firuation.  If  the  prefent  motion  was  rejefled,  the  inhabitants  of 
SouthVyark  would  be  branded  as  unwoj-thy  to  fcrvc  their  country ; 
and  Hfe'teal  and  fpirit  would  be  checked,  if,  without  any  reafon 
affigned^  they  could  be  liable  to  fuch  infult.  He  begged  gentlemen 
to  reflect  calmly  upon  vihat  might  be  the  effcQ  of  fuch  conduct.  It 
was  right  for  Government  to  be  vigilant,  and  to  be  careful  that  arms 
ihould  not  be  entrufted  to  improper  pcrfons ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
it  ought  to  beware  of  branding  whole  bodies  of  men  as  unworthy 
to  be  truftcd  with  the  defence  of  their  country.  Lords  Lieutenants 
were  not  expe<Sed  to  poffefe  a  very  uncommon  fhare  of  wifdom ; 
or  if  fuch  expetlations  were  entertained,  they  would  be  difappointed. 
They  were  not,  therefore,  to  be  called  upon  to  exercife  an  extraor- 
dinary difcretion.  Few  men  had  more  confidence  in  the  fuperiority 
of  our  Navy  than  he  had  ;  but  upon  the  element,  where  our  fuccefs 
^  had  been  lb  much  diOinguifhed,  fortune  did  much.  It  might 
hapfdn,  then,  that  Englilh  liberty  would  come  to  be  defended  on 
Englifti  ground.  Was  it  wife,  then,  .to  raife  up  animofities  and 
inflame  parties,  or  Tnfult  whole  bodies  of  men  by  telling  them 
that  tbey  are  unworthy  to  be  trufted  with  the  defence  of  their 
country  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  the  offer  of  aflTociation  in 
queftion  had1)een  made  under  the  Volunteer  A6^,  not  under  the  late 
act  for  the  better  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HENRY  THORNTON  faid,  that  it  was  generally  un- 
derAoofd  that  the  bufinefs  was  a  party  concern.  The  firit  meeting 
was  confeifedly  fo.  At  the  fecond,  fome  of  thofe  who  differed  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  attended  ;  but  they  took  little  (hare  in  the 
pnxseedings,  and -were  not  furc  that  they  ought  not  to  have  confidcrcd 
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themfelvfs  as  intruder's.  Previous  to  thcfe  meetings  there  had  been 
different  affociations  in  the  Borough,  from  which  no  body  of  men 
were  ejcclddcd  ;  and  in  one  of  the  parifhes  a  general  afiTociation  was 
now  fcl  on  foot,  of  Jilhich  feveral  friends  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man were  members. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  the  firft  meeting  might  be  confidered  as  a 
party  meeting,  at  which  they  voted  their  political  fentiments  ;  the 
others  wefe  general  meetings,  and  feveral  fuggeftions  and  amend- 
ments were  adopted,  from  gentlemen,  of  oppofite  political  prin- 
ciples. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  it  fecmed  rather  extraordinary  to 
him,  that  fuch  conduft  was  held  m  fecure  unanimifv.  The  firft 
meeting  voted  the  neceffity  of  Parliamentary  Reform  and  Univerfal 
Suffrage,  from  which  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  diffcnted,  and  this 
was  to  be  the  balk  of  unanimity.  But  the  neitt  meeting  was  to  be 
unanimous,  and  then  the  former  fefolutions  were  publifhed  with 
thofe  of  that  day,  snd  fo  a  fort  of  confufion  was  kept  up.  Let  the 
Houfe  thetl  afk  themftlves,  if  Lord  Onflow  had  done  wrong  to 
refufe  the  acceptance  of  what  bore  fuch  evi^nt  marks  of  party  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS,  in  explanation,  contended,  that 
nothing  which  fell  from  him  that  xlight  could  be  fairly  cortftrued  as 
tending  to  pre  judge  the  perfons  in  queftion  ;  nor  could  any  thing 
he  had  faid  relative  to  the  evidence  to  be  brought  forward  on  thofe 
trials,  be  imputed  to  him  as  an  opinion,  in  any  point  of  view,  of 
their  progrefs  or  refult. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  replied,  that  words  might  certainly,  and  with 
fairnefs,  be  interpreted  fo  as  to  bear  a  different  fertfe  from  what  the 
perfon  delivering  them*  might  intend— but  he  ,would  perfift  in  aver- 
ring, that  the  words  expreffed  by  the  right  honourable  gentle-^ 
man. were  liable  to  the  conftruSion  he  had  put  upon  them,  and 
that  they  were  calculated  to  imprefs  the  public  mind  in  that  fort 
of  way. 

The  queftion  being  called  for,  the  Houfe  divided  ;  when  there 
appeared  t  In  favour  of  the -motion,  22;  Againft  it,  i4i\  Ma- 
jority,  119.  ' 

Wednejdayy  May  9. 

Mr.  WILBRAHAM   BOOTLE   reported  from  the  Com- 

n(iittee,  to  whom  the  report  was  re- committed,  which  was  made 

from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  feveral  papers  which  were  prc- 

-fented  to  the  Houfe,  upon  the   2 1  fl  day  of  March  laft,  by  Mr. 

Whitehead  from  the  Tranfport  Board,  and  by  Mr.  Stewart  from 
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tiie  Commiffioners  fer  Sick  and  Wounded  Scamefiy  itfpefiing  the 
treatment  of  prifoners  of  w^r,  were  referred ;  and  who  were  di- 
re^ed  to  examine  the  matters  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with  « 
Iheir  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe ;  that  the  Committee  had 
made  fome  alterations  in  the  faid  report,  and  fome  additions  there- 
to, and  had  come  to  federal  refolutions,  which  they  had  direded 
him  to  report  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  fae  rpad  the  report  in  his  place, 
^nd  afterwards  delivered  the  fame,  together  with  an  appendix  there^ 
^nto,  in  at  the  table,  where  the  reOblut^ons  of  the  Committee  were 
read,  and  are  as  foUoweth,  vizr 
."  Rcfolved, 

'^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committeei  That  the  chavge  of 
cruelty  towards  French  prifoners  of  war,  which  has  been  brought 
againft  this  country,  i^  utterly  void  of*  foundation,  and  appears  to 
have  been  fabricated,  and.induftrioufly  fupported,  by  the  enemy,  for 
die  double  purpofe  of  juAifying  their  own  ill  treatment  of  Britiih 
prifoners,  aqd  of  irritating  the  mifids  of  their  countrymen  againft 
this  nation :  * 

^*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the  Briti(h 
prifoners  of  war,  confined  in  France,  have  been  treated  with  a  de» 
gree  of  rigour  and  inhumanity  unwarranted  by  the  ufages  of  war 
among  civilized  nations : 

^  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the  Britifh 
Government  has  always  manifefted  a  defire  of  entering  upon  a  cartel 
of  exchange  on  the  moft  fair  and  liberal  terms ;  that  it  has  even 
ofiered  to  accede  to  any  wbiph  could  be  adopted  confidently  with 
what  is  due  to  individualjs,  and  to  the  nation ;  and  that  the  ob-» 
ftacles  to  a  negotiation  have  arifen  from  the  extravagant  and  unpre«- 
pedented  demands  of  France,  and  from  the  refufal,  on  our  part,  to 
abandon  the  cuftomary  and  acknowledged  principle  of  the  law  of 
nations,  which  has  been  grofsly  violated  in  the  perfon  of  Sir  Sidney 
Smith," 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  farther  confideration  of 
the  report  of  the  bill  for  the  fale  of  the  land  tax, 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,  he  had  fome  daufes  to  propofe,  and  afked 
if  it  was  intended  to  receive  the  report  to-night  i 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  propofe 
to  receive  the  rcfiort  to-night. 

The  quefiion  being  then  put  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair, 
in  order  to  re-commit  the  bill. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  he  was  by  no  means  reconciled  to  the 
ipeafMTC,  nor  had  any  thing  he  heard  upon  that  fubjedl  obviated  his 
^je(aioq3  i  \i  was  a  meafure  unjuft  and  opprcffive  upon  the  lamj-^  ^ 
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holder  ;  and  if  it  iWd  any  tendency  to  benefit,  it  was  at  the  folc  ex-* 
pence  of  the  landholder.  It  went  to  reduce  the  price  oi  land,  and 
the  landed  gentleman  wa&  made  a  facrifice.  If  the  meafure  was  to 
have  any^ffe6t,'  where  was  the  landed  gentleman  to  get  the  money 
to  buy  his  land  tax  ?  If  he  procured  the  money,  it  mufi  be  drawti 
from  fouites  where  it  was  at  prefent  much  more  ufefuUy  employed 
—from  the  purfuits  of  agriculture,  from  manufacture,  or  from  com-s. 
merce.  The  confequcnce  muft  be,  a  ,great  ftagnation  inthefc 
branches.  It  would  be  impoffible  to  borrow  the  money  ;  for  what: 
monied  man  would  lend  his  money  at  legal  intcreft,  when  he  could 
make  6  per  cent,  in  the  public  funds;  with  the  profpedt  of  in- 
creafing  his  capital  50  per  cent,  on  the  return  of  peace  t  For  fap- 
pofing  the  price  of  ftock  to  rife  to  75,  at  the  retCirnjof  peace,  .thc' 
tilockholder  would,  by  that  rife,  increafe  his  capital  50  per  cent.  Oi* 
fuppofing  that  fom^  landed  gentletnen  were  now  in  poffeffion  of  ftock 
enough  to  commute  for  their  land-tax,  would  it  be  worth  their  giving 
6  per  cent.,  and  to  receive  only  5^  in  exchange  ?  Seeing,  therefore, 
the  meafure  both  infufBcient  and  oppreffive,  he  ihould  oj^fe  its 
farther  progrefs. 

Mr.  ^EEL  faid,  that  this  was  a  meafure  of  fuch  general  pro- 
feffional  concern,  that  he  could  not  refrain  from  fpeaking  his  fenti*, 
ments.  He  had  not  attended  during  the  former  difcuflions  of  this 
meafure,  but  he  un^erAood  that  a  great  deal  of  violent  language  had 
been  ufed  a^ind  it.  When  however,  he  lookec)  into  the  bill,  he 
found  it  fo  very  inofFenfive,  that  he  was  furprized  the  language  of 
pique  and  refentment  (hould  be  ufed  againft  it.  It  feemed  to  hirh 
a  meafuTfe  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  none  could  objeft  to  it.  A  noble 
Lord  had  confidered  it  as  an  attack  upon  the  landed  intereft  ;  hcfaw\ 
lio  attack  upon  them  ;  it  only  gave  them  power  to  redeem  themj- 
felves  from  a  burden  which  was  now  impofed  upon  them ;  or  how 
could  it  affect  the  trade  of  the  country  ?  If  perfons  were  making 
8  or  9  per  cent,  of  their  money  in  trade,  they  would  not  of  courfc 
draw  it  out ;  or  if  they  did,  it  was  at  their  own  choice.  There  was 
no  compulfion  in  the  cafe ;  the  bill  did  not  compel  them  to  buy: 
In  fliort,  as  a  meafure  calculated  to  fupport  the  credit  and  in- 
tereft of  the  country,  he  conceived  it  entitled  to  his  Warmeft 
fupport. 

Mr.  DENNISON  faid,  he  did  not  wifli,  at  this  crifis,  to  throw 
any  obftacles  in  the  way  of  the  operations  of  Government ;  but  this 
bill  was  fo  novel  and  pernicious  in  its  principle,  and  fo  vexatious  in: 
its  operation,  that  he  muft  diflfent  from  its  being  paffed  into  a  lawi 
He  took  his  ftand  upon  the  ground  of  the  impolicy  of  the  meafure,- 

;  particularly  at  the  time  at  which  it  was  brought  forwsMrd.   This 
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was  the  worft  period  which  poflibly  could  be  chofen  to  call  upon  the 
landed  gentlemen  to  redeem  or  purchafe  their  land  tax  ;  and  if  ac 
other  times  better  terms  could  be  made^  fuch  times  could  and  ought 
to  be  waited  for.  He  conceived  it  to  be  extremely  unjuft  to  put 
more  than  their  (hare  of  burden  upon  the  landed  intercft.  We  were 
all  engaged  in  a  comnwn  caufc,  and  for  tl)e  fupport  of  that  cauii|.we 
ou^ht  all  to  contribute  our  equal  fharcs. 

*  Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  confKicred  tins  a^  an  o^ceptionable 
meafure,  and  therefore  he  fhould  oppofc  it,  and  ftate  the  reafons  of 
fuch  oppofition.-  But  before  he  went  to  the  meafure  itfelf,  he  would 
ftate  an  objc6l]on  to  the  Jeg.ility  of  their,  proceedings.  The  Houfe 
had  already  voted  a  land  tax  for  the  year  1798,  at  the  fum  of  4s. 
in  the  pound,  and,  confiftent  with  their  own  orders  and  rules,  that 
bill  could  not  be  repealed,  altered,  or  amended,  in  the  fame  feflSon, 
without  the^^Foufe  had  rcferved  to  themfeives  a  fpecial  power  for 
that  purpofe,  by  .a  claufe  in  the  bill.  It  had  been  u(ual  to  refcrve 
fuch  powers  in  feme  cafes,  and  there  was  a  diflindVion  of  thq  power, 
rcferved  :  in  fome  cafes  it  went  only  to  alter  and  vary,  and  in  others 
to  repeal  totally.  This  was  the  preliminary  objed^ion  to  which  he 
wiihed  to  dired  the  attention  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  honourable  Baronet  would 
certainly  xio  right  to  fettle  the  point  of  legality,  as  he  termed  it,  be- 
fore he  entered  into  the  principles  of  the  meafure. 
'  Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  then  moved  the  reading  of  a  claufe  in 
the  adt  of  7  Geo.  III.  c.  4.  and  the  claufe  in  the  land  tax  of  the 
prefent  year,  giving  a  power  to  alter  and  vat-y  it  in  the  fame  feilion 
of  Parliament.  The  claufes  being  both  read,  he  faid,  he  had  moved 
that  thefe  claufes  fhould  be  read,  in  order  to  eOablifh  that  diftinC'> 
tion,  that  there  were  too  diflindl  modes  of  refervation,  the  one  of 
which  went  to  the  total  of  a  bill,  and  the  other  only  to  alter  and 
vary  parts  of  it.  And,  indeed,  fo  much  was  this  diftin6\ion  im- 
preffed  upon  the  minds  of  the  Houfe,  that  in  the  bill  of  this  feiTion 
which  was  to  regulate  the  qualifications  of  CommiflTioners  of  the 
Land  Tax,  the  bHl  had  for  preamble,  "  An  adl  to  vary  and  alter 
fo  much  of  the  land  tax  as  relates  to  the  qualifkations  of  Commif- 
lioners."  So  the  bill  before  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  entitled,  ."A 
bill  for  altering  and  varying  the  iqrmer  bill,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the. 
particular  dbjeds  in  view."  This  he  conceived  to  be  an  objection 
fatal  in  the  meafure,  and  that  the  Houfe,  confiftent  with  its  pwa 
rules  and  orders,  could  not  proceed  farther  in  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  tliat  the  honourable  Baronet  had 
ftated,  that  there  was  a  power  to  vary,  alter  and  repeal  any  part  of 
the  ad,  and  confcqacntly  to  alter,  vary,  and  repeal"  every  part  of  the 
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aft  alladcd  to,  in  fucceffiori.  The  Houfe  would  determine  whether 
this  could  be  any  thing  fhort  of  a  complete  power  to  repeal  the 
whole,  if  neceffary.  This  was  a  quef^ion  which  he  fubmitted  to  the 
Houfe  and  the  Chair.  Another  anfwer  which  he  gave  to  the  ho* 
nourable  Baronet  was  (his — -that  this  bill  did  not  propofe  to  alter, 
yar]p<^r  repeal  the  Land-tax  Bill  for  the  prefent  year  in  any  one  in- 
ftancc,  or  in  any  one  claufe  whatever.  The  Houfe  had  voted  a 
land  tax  forthe  year  1798,  and  this  bill  left  the  provifions  for  the 
year  1798  exactly  as  it  found  them.  The  only  difference  was 
this,  that  whereas  by  the  annual  bill>  the  duty  would  ceafe  at  the 
expiration  of  that  a6^,  by  tjie  operation  of  the  prefect  bill  the  duties 
were  continued.  The  other  regulations  refpe<^ing  the  terms  of 
purchafe,  &c.  did  not  in  the  fmalleft  degree  apply  to  the  prefent 
year.  The  honourable  Baronet's  argument  he  therefore  thoughtt 
defedlive,  as  there  was  fufficient  power  to  repeal  the  btl}^  impoling 
the  land  tax^  even  during  the  prefqnt  feflion ;  and  if  tjiere  >ya$  not, 
this  meafure  did  not  require  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  this  wasa  qu^flion  upon  which  it  was  iiq* 
poffible  for  him  to  give  any  opinion.  The  Houfe  had  heard  botl^ 
the  claufes  read,  and  tbey  would  determine  upon  thetp.  At  thq 
fame  time„  if  they  required  his  opinion,  he  would  give  it.  It  was 
his  duty  to  bring  to  their  recolledtion  their  rules  and  orders,  anc| 
when  he  had  done  fo,  it  was  for  themfelves  to  determine  any  quef- 
tion.  He  had  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that  he  thought  the  prefent 
meafure  did  not  in  the  leaft  touch  upon  the  Land-tax  Aft  for  thq 
year,  and  that,  without  the  refcrvation  in  the  aft,  this  bill  did  nof 
infringe  upon  the  rule  which  prohibits  the  fame  meafqre  to  be  twice 
agitated  in  the  fame  fcflior^ ;  but  that  if  it  did  in  cffeft,  the  refer* 
vation  contained  in  the  former  bill  was  fully  fuiSpient  to  juftify  th<; 
meafure.  I'he  Land-tax  Aft  impofeda  duty  of  4s.  in  the  pound 
for  the  year  1798,  and  this  bill  perpetuates  that  duty  ;  fo  that  thi^ 
bill  commenced  its  operation  when  the  other  ceafcd  to  aft. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  objefted  to  the  meafure  on  conflitu* 
tional  grounds,  as  it  took  away  the  check  which  that  Houfe  had 
upon  the  fupplies  to  be  gran^  to  the  Crown  anpually.  Other 
taxes,  which  depended  upon  paflfion  and  prejudice,  fuch  as  thofe 
upon  fnuff,  tobacco,  and  fugar,  might  fail,  but  land  was  a  fure 
fource  of  revenue  :  yet  a  land  tax  was  in  itfelf  a  tax  both  unjuft 
and  unequal,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  perpetuated ;  and  he 
would  ftate  the  opinion  of  a  former  Chancellor  jbf  the  Exchequer. 
upon  this  fubjeft.  In  the  year  1732,  when  Sir  R.  Walpolc  was 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  (>ropofed  to  reduce  the  land  tax  td 
>ne  (hilling  in  the  pound,     ^e  \Yas  oppofed  by  fpoie  gentlemen  ^ 
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and  in  anfwer  he  faid^  that  a  fand  tax  was  the  moft  tinjuft  of  all 
taxes,  and  that  it  ought  never  to  be  impofed  hut  in  cafes  of  the 
greateft  neccflity.  He  made  a  wonder  of  it  at  that  time^  that  a  tax 
fo  unequal  and  unjufl  fhould  have  laftcd  for  forty  years.  '  But-  it 
was  referved  for  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  coum 
forward  with  a  proportion  for  making  it  perpetual,  and  to  threaten 
the  kingdom  with  an  unlimited  impof^  upon  land^  which,  ItLfadl, 
was  the  cafe,  if  the  principle  of  this  bill  was  once  admitted.  He 
had  other  dbjcdions,  and  particularly,  as  was  Aated  by  the  noble 
Lord,  to  the  mifchicfs  that  would  arife  to  the  interefts  of  agricul* 
ture,  by  withdrawing  money  from  agricultural  purfuics.  Nor  will 
this  be  the  only  evil,  for  a  tax  upon  land  according  to  its  value, 
would  ever  be  a  great  impedinient  and  ob(^ac1e  to  improvenient* 
He  doubted  alfo  very  much  a$  to  the  efficacy  of  the  meafure ;  he 
faw  no  r<:afun  that  fhould  induce  the  monied  men  to  exchange  their 
llock  for  this  new  fort  of  fecurity.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Houfe 
would  fee  the  propriety  of  deferring  the  bill  until  the  next  fefllion  of 
Parliament.  Nothing  could  be  done  in  it  until  the  25th  of  March 
next,  as,  until  that  time,  the  landholder  was  not  called  upon  to  de* 
cljire  whether  he  would  purchafe  or  not.  Let  it  then  be  amended, 
with  all  the  claufes  which  the  honourable  gentleman  wiflied  to  pro- 
pofe,  and  then  printed  and  circulated  through  the  country.  By  the 
next  feflion  of  Parliament,  if  it  was  fo  very  good  a  meafure,  the 
public  would  well  underftand  it,  and  fupport  it  with  zeal.  Upon 
thefe  grounds,  he  (hould  oppofe  the  Speaker^  leaving  the  chair,  and 
move,  that  the  farther  confideration  (hould  be  deferred  until  the 
next  feflion  of  Parliarnent. 

Mr.  JONES  oppofed  the  meafure,  which  he  ooniidered  as  unjdft 
in  many  inOances,,  particularly  becaufeit  made  that  which  was  now 
an  annual  vote  of  Parliament,  perpetual.  He  faid  there  exifted  a 
fplrit  i«t  the  country  equal  to  the  prefent  arduous  crifls,  and  refourcet 
equal  to  the  expeniive  conteft  we  had  to  maintain  ;  but  he  did  not 
think  this  meafure  would  in  any  degree  add  to  thofe  refources.  Hb 
wiihed  to  fee  every  man  fairly  called  upon  to  contribute  one-tendi 
of  his  income  to  the  public  fervice. 

Mr.  BURpON  difagreed  from  the  honourable  gentlenuin  who 
ipoke  laft,  as  to  the  tendency  of  this  meafure,  which  he  thought 
would  prove  highly  beneficial  in  its  eSeSs. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  explained. 

Colonel  ELFORD  wi(hed  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  «i'hat 
tiad  fallen  from  fevcnd  gentlemen  wh»  oppofed^the  meafure,  which 
had  his  moft  hearty  aflent,  becaufe  he  could  not  fee  any  of  thofe 
evils  which  had  been  predi<%ed  of  it,  and  becauf^  none  of  the  objcc- 
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tions  did,  in  his  opinion^  go  materially  againA  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  As  to  that  which  related  to  the  conditutional  ground,  it  was, 
in  his  mind,  completely  done  away,  by  the  provifion  which  made 
a  quantum  of  the  prefent  permanent  taxesannual,  in  proportion  to 
the  quantum  of  annual  tax  which  might  be  rendered  permanent  by 
the  operation  of  this  meafure.  The  obje4Slion  made  by  a  noble  Lord, 
and  aAother  honourable  gentleman,  that  probably  the  taxes  on  fugar, 
tobacco,  and  frtufF,  might  fall  off,  did  not  apply  ;  for  that  the  dan- 
ger ^o  the  Conftitution  arote  from  the  Executive  Power  having  too 
large  a  fix«d  and  permanent  income,  and  from  that  Houfe  not  hav- 
ing the  check  of  granting  annually  a  certain  proportion  of  the  reve- 
nue. With  refpecS:  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  -  meafure, 
he  wa^  perfuaded  they  would  be  co-extenfive  with  the  operation  of 
the  bill ;  that  if  the  whole  was  fold,  a  certain  benefit  would  accrue 
to  the  public,  ^nd  if  half  only  fhould  be  difpofcd  of,  half  the  benefit 
would  be  detived.  There  was  no  obligation  to  purchafe,  arid  the 
proprietor  of  land,  if  he  did  not  ^hoofe  to  purchafe,  remained  juft  as 
he  was  before  ;  for  he  could  not  lay  much  ftrefs  on  what  had  been 
urged  about  the  feelings  of  gestlemen  who  did  not  purchafe  their 
own  land  tax.  There  did,  however,  appear  \o  him  one  objeflion 
of  a  mor^  folid  nature,  and  that  was,  the  injury  which  would  be 
■fuftained  by  ithe  perfons  whom  this  meafure  would  chiefly  afFe6l,.  if 
a  period  fhould  arrive  when  the  circumftances  of  the  country  would 
admit  of  the  land  tax  being  reduced  to  a  lefs  rate  than  four  (hillings 
in  the  pound  ;  and  he'thought  that  if  any  claufe  could  be  devifed, 
by  which  perfons  who  had  purchafed  their  land  tax  at  the  rate  of 
four  (hillings,  (liould  be  enfured  fome  rcdbmpence  or  immunity,  in 
fuchan  event,  it  ought  to' be  adopted.  He  was  fenfiblc  of  the  great 
difliculty  of  forming  fuch  a  claufe,  becaufeit'was.  almoft  impofTible 
to  fix  a  criterion  by  which  th^  period  could  be  afcertained  ;  but  if 
fuch  a  cjaftfe  could  not  be  introduced,  he  trufted  that  the  ,good 
feftfe  and  the  jufticc  of  a  future  Legillature  would  take  the  matter 
into  confideration,  whenever  the  circumftances  of  the  country 
ii|ould  hereafter  point  out  the  propriety  of  adopting  it.  Gentlemen 
had  faidj  this  was  not  the  proper  time  for  making  an  innovation  i ike 
that  now  under  confideration  :  he,  on  the  contrary,  thought  this^ 
was  the  moft  proper  time — it  was  the  danger  and  difliculty  of  the 
prefent  moment  which  imper'jufly  cabled  for  the  adoption  of  foroe 
great  financial  operation  like  the  prefent,  and  what  in  times  of  fecu- 
rity  and  tranquillity  was  a  matter  of  indifference,  was  now  a  cafe  of 
urgency  and  neceflfity.  We  were  engaged  in  a  war  with  ari  imipla- 
cable  and  revengeful  enemy,  who  threatened  the  de{hru6tion  of  thcfc 
kingdoms,  and  who  were  purfuing  every  means  in  their  power  to 
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carry  thefe.  threats  into  execution.  Whatever  furmifes  gentlemen 
might  have  heretofore  made  on  the  probable  efFedls  of  the  French  Re- 
volution, the  events  of  the  lad  eight  or  ten  months  had  rendered 
them  no  longer  an  objedl  of  fpeculation,  but  of  pofitive  certainty  ; 
their  deligns  were  now  clearly  developed  ;  their  plans  were  clearly 
to  revolutionize  and  overturn  every  Government.  Whether  they 
came  as  friends,  with  offers  of  amity,  or  as  enemies,  with  threats  of 
esctermination,  their  approach  was  equally  baleful,  and  equally  de- 
flrucStive.  They  had  conquered  by  appealing  to  and  exciting  the 
word  pailions;  they  had  fitft  deluded,  and  then  fubjugated  the 
countries  over  which  they  now  had  dominion.  Whoever  fiill 
doubted  it,  might  look  at  Genoa,  Tufcany,  the  Cifalpine  Republic^ 
Holland,  and  Venice ;  at  this  laft  place  particularly,  after* havings 
by  the  bafcft  a£t  of  treachery,  got  pofTefTion  of  the  government  ; 
after  having  plundered  the  arfenal,  the  treafury,  and  the  people,  did 
they  leave  them  to  choofe  a  government  for  themfelves  ?     No ;  in 

utter  derelidion  of  all  their  principles,  or  rather  their  pretenfions^ 
they  had  affigned  them  over  to  an  abfolute  Monarch,  they  themfelves 
having  fworn  eternal  hatred  to  Royalty.  If  this  did  not  fatisfy  gen- 
tlemen *s  minds,  let  them  look  at  What  had  paiTed  lately  in  the  ca- 
pital of  an  empire,  the  Sovereign  of  which  had  entered  into  a  recent 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  French  Government.— [Some  perfon  here 
calling  to  order,  the  Speaker  Explained  the  pra<5lice.] — Colonel 
Elford  faid,  that  he  certainly  wa9  in  order,  for  that  he  was  arguing 
from  the  general  fyftetfe  of  the  enemy,  as  to  the  neceflity  of  adopting 
flrong  meafuret  in  ^Bjgountry  ;  tlyft,  however,  he  would  not  pro- 
ceed farther,  nor  taklHkiore  time  of  the  Houfe  than  to  add,  that 
he  thought  it  was  the^q||^rDus  (ituation  in  which  the  country  fiood 
that  particularly  called  for  every  efFort  on  our  part ;  that  the.prefent 
meafure  would  prove  highly  beneficial  and  efficacious,  ^pd  that,  as 
fuch,  he  (hould  give  it  his  moft  hearty  fupport*  ♦ 

Mr.  ELLISON  confidered  the  prefcnt  period  as  calling  for  the 
ftrongeft  exertions  from  all  claffes  of  people.  It  made  no  fKSerence 
whether  a  man's  property  lay  in  land  or  not,  it  was  both  his  duty  and 
his  intereft  to  give  that  prope-ty  to  fupport  the  public  caufe. .  If  they 
did  not,  they  would  probably  foon  have  neither  life  nor  property  to 
give.  In  the  part  of  the  country  in  which  he  lived,  the  people 
were  unanimous  in  their  determination  to  fupport  the  common 
caufe.  His  property  in  general  lay  in  land,  but  that  did  not  nfiake 
any  difference  to  him,  becaufe  had  his  property  been  of  a'  difierent 
fort,  ftill  he  f^ould  have  fupported  this  meafure.  He  could  not 
conceive  that,  a&^a^ landholder,  he  would  be  in  a  worfe  fituation  after 
this  bill  paflfed  than  he  was  at  prefent ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought 
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fhis  mcafure  held  out  very  confiderable  benefits  to  tiim  in  that  cha- 
rjifler.  Whh.refpcft  to  the  objfrvatton,  that  this  plan^  if  carried 
into  execution,  would  afibrd  greater  facility  to  the  impofition  of  si 
hew  land  tax,  he  could  not  fee  the  leaft  foundation  for  it,  bccaufc 
it  was  always  in  the  power  of  Parliament  to  augment  the  land  tax 
If  occafion  required-it ;  and  this  nrieifure,  if  agreed  to,  fcould  neither 
add  to,  nor  take  from  that  povj'cr.  He  agreed  with  an  honourable 
Member  who  fpokef  before  him,  in  a  with  that  a  tax  could  be  laid 
tipon  all  property  equally— Before  he  fat  down  he  wifbed  to  m^ke 
<)nc  obfervation,*if  it  was  not  irregular,  which  was,  that  in  aU  the 
places  where  he  had  adled  as  a  Commiflioner  to  receive  appeals 
'  upon  the  Affeffcd  Taxes,  the  only  complaint  he  ever  beard  agalnft 
XlSem  was,  that  they  did  not  attach  equally. 

The  Houfc  divided  upon  the  amendment : 

Ayes,  27  ;  Noes,  124. 

The  Houfc  then  refolved  into  a  "Committee,  Mr.  DOUGLAS 
in  the  chair. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  cxpreflcd,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  his  wi(h  that 
ihc  Miniftcr  would  adopt  a  plan  for  faying  an  equal  tax  upon  alt 
property.  With  refpc<ft  to  the  prefent  meafure,  one  of  his  ftrongeft 
objeSions  to  it  was,  that  the  land  tax,  as  at  prefent  exifting,  wa» 
Aipequal,  confequcntly  that  inequality  would  be  perpetuated,  with9ut 
the  hope  of  relief.  In  the  various  Land-tax  A6ts,  the  tax  was  ap- 
♦  portioned  out  to  the  counties  ;  but  the  acSls  did  not  declare  in  what 
manner  the  repartition  was  to  be  made  in  the  counties,  confequcntly 
it  was  fomctinrjcs  levied  in  an  unequal  manner  ;  b(it  no  provifion 
•^was  (nade  in  this  bill  to  redlify  thefe  errors  ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
"were 'to  exift  for  ever. 

.  Mxt  Chancellor  PITT  feid,  that  with  refpeS  to  the  obfervation 
'whieh  ha<^ fallen  from  the  hortourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  l^ft,  as 
wcir  as  from  fome  other  honourable  Members,  recommending  a  tax 
ufoti  all  property,  he  begged  to  fay,  that  he  perfedly  concurred  in 
"the  principle  of  taxing  in  proportion  to  property,  and  had  gone  far- 
ther in  carrying  that  principle  into  pradlice  than  any  of  his  prcde- 
ice(&)rs.  •  Whenever  any  plan  could  Ije  fuggefted,  by  which  a  tax  of 
'that  kiod~  could  be  fairly  laid  on,  he  fiiould  confider  it  as  'k  great 
fi|iancfal  difcovcry.  - 

The  next  obje^ron  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  was,  that 

.  tt&e  prtsfent  laPid  tax  was  unequal^  and  that  this  plan  would  perpe- 

rtuato  that  inequality.     This  he  really  confidered  rather  as  a  recohi* 

lyi^ridation  of  the  meafure  than  an  otjedlion  to  it.      If  the  land  tax 

^an  not  made  perpetual  by  this  bill>  was  there  any  gentlenmn  (an^ 

'ne-enough.  to  fuppofc  that  there  was  a  chance  of  its  being  rc^^ 
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duccd  ?     But  when  gentlemen  talked  of  making  the  tax  equal,  be-, 
fore  they  perpetuated  rt,  they  fliould  rccolledt,  that  there  were  con- 
veyances, fettlements,  &c.   made,  which  they  could  not  at  prefent,'  ^ 
wtth  any  degree  oF  juflice,  alter.      If  ever  a  period  (hould  come  in 
vhich  it  might  be  ncccflary  to  impofe  a  frcfh  tax,  it  moft  undoubt- 
edly ought  to  be  equal ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  great  injufticd 
to  equalize  retrofpcvSively.      If  gentlemen  would  confider  this  fub-, 
ieA,  they  would  not  find  this  injuftice  of  which  they  talked.     Thofc 
who  now  paid  a  fmall  land  tax,  would  have  but  a  fmall  fum  to  pay 
for  its  redemption  ;  and  thofe  who  paid  a  large  fufn  would,  by  pur- 
chafing  their  tax,  be  freed  from  the  payment  of  a  large  fum  annually/ 
With  refpcdt  to  what  the  J^onourable  gentleman  had  f^id  about  the 
repartition  of  the  tax  in  counties,  he  believed  he  was  not  quite  cor- 
red  in  his  ftatemcnt,  becaufe  there  were  claufes  to  that  cffc&.  in 
various  a<^s  of  Parliament. 

The  feveral  claufes  and  provifions  of  the  bill,  together  with  t 
variety  of  amendments,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Committee. 

The  probable  contingency. of  the  adoption  of  a  new  land  tax,  and 
the  reciprocal  cfledt  which  fuch  a  meafure,  and  that  under  confider- 
ation,  muft  have,  being  referred  to, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  conceived  it  neceflary  to  fay  a  few  words  .  , 
upon  that  point.     It  was  certain,  he  obferved,  that  the  necelTitied 
of  the  State  nyght  be  fuch  as  to  render  the  adoption  of  the  meafure 
alluded  to  expedient,  at  a  future  period  ;  but  in  fuch  a  cafe,  it  was 
his  opinion,  that  the  tax  (hould  be  made  as  corre6^ly  equal  as  the 
nature  of  it  would  admit ;  that  fuch  impofition  fhould  take  place  on* 
the  net  income  of  eftates,  after  paying  the  old  land  tax,  ami  not  ort 
a  calculation  of  the  grofs  amount  of  eftates,  including  that  incum- 
brance.     The  adoption  of  this  rule,  as  a  general  principle,  he  con- 
ceived to  be  tJie  lead  uncertain  guide  to  the  arriving  at  a  correfl 
equality  in  the  diftribution  of  the  tax.     He  remarked  lipon  what 
was  a  very  important  confideration,  but  at  the  fame  time,  ^  qucf- 
(ionable  expedient  in  the  line  of  policy,  namely,   whether  there  . 
(hould  be  certain  periods  for  the  revidbn  of  a  future  land  tax.   Stich 
a  proceeding  would  be  defirable,  but  then  it  was  alfo  attended  with 
its  difad vantages.     Were  fuch  rcvifions  too  frequent^  they  would  ob- 
vipufly  operate  as  a  check  upon  agricultore  and  landed  irpprove- 
ments ;  were  the  tafSc  to  be  rendered  perpettial,  and  without  revifal, 
it  certainly  mud  relapfe  into  that  inequality  fo  much  complained  of 
in  the  old  land  tax. 

After  the  claufes  in  the  bill  Were  difpofed  of,  feveral  others  were 
propofed  by  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  fomc  as  additional,  provifions, 
^nd  others  as  fubflitutes  for  ciaufe^  which  Yictc  to  bo  expunged. 
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Thfefc  new  claufes,  and  the  latter  proceeding,  were  adopted  by  t^ie 
Committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  deemed  it  incumbent  on  him  to  oppofe 
re-committing  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  unneceffary  delay,  and 
tending  to  produce  confufion  ;  the  obje6^ions  of  gentlemen  could  be 
as  fully  and  more  regularly  difcufled  on  the  report  of  the  billi 
What  he  would  propofc  in  the  prefent  inftance  was,  that  the  report 
be  injmediately  received  on  the  refuming  of  the  Houfe,  ibat  the  bill 
with  the  amendments  might  forthwith  be  printed,  and  to  appoint  an 
«arly  day  in  the  enfuing  week  for  their  conli deration. 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed. 

Mr.  Speaker  having  taken  the  chair,  the  report  was  immediatcljr 
Tecdyed,  the  bill,  with  the  feveral  amendments,  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  to  be  taken  into  farther  condderation  on  Tuefday 
Qcxr. 

Xhurfday^  May  l  o- 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNPAS  faid,  that  feveral  of  the  aflbciated  corps 
*fiad  cxpreffed  a  wi(h  to  be  enabled  to  affemble  together  in  large 
todies,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  exercifed ;  but  from  the  great  dif- 
tance  between  many  of  them  in  feveral  counties,  it  was  inconvc- 
xiient  for  them  to  do  fo.  It  was  his  objedt  to  have  a  provifion  made 
fm  the  increafed  expences  which  thofe  <:orps  who  went  a  great  dif- 
tance  from  home  muft  incur.  He  would  therefore  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  billeting  of  fuch  corps  of  yeomanry- 
cavalry  as  fliould  be  deGrous  of  affembling  in  large  bodies  in  order 
to  be  trained.  Leave  given.  He  thfcn  gave  notice  that  he  would 
poftpone  his  motion  relative  to  the  Supplementary  Cavalry  till  Mon- 
day next. 
•  '  Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  moved,  that  the  Houfe fhould 
rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  confidcr  of  the  loffes  fuflained  by 
Brkiin  merchants  who  imported  corn  into  this  country  between  the 
jft  of  February  1795  and  the  I3thbf  April  1796. 

Mr. 'Chancellor  PITT  wifhed  the  obje<5l  of  the  motion  to  be 
flated,  and  alfo  whether. it  was  intended  to  move  in  the  Committee 
any  indemnification  for  thofe  loffes. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  faid,  it  was  not  immediately 
his  intention  to  do  fo,  but  his  motion  had  that  tendency.  He  then 
i)bfefved,  that  there  was  already  before  the  Houfe  a  report  made  by  a 
Selefl  Committee  upon  thofe  loffes,  which  he  meant  ito  refer  to  the 
Conrimittee  of  the  whole  Houfe.     He  then  entered  into  a  full  ftate- 

It  of  the  sdarcnlng  fgarcity  of  corn  which  began  to  be  felt  by  this 
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country  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1795  ;  and  the  inefllicacy  of 
the  meafurcfi  at  firft  purfued  by  Government  to  remedy  that  evil, 
becaiife  they  had  taken  the  bufinefs  into  their  own  hands,  without 
leaving  it  to  adventurers.  But  in  confequencc  of  the  recommenda- 
tion in  His  Majefty's  fpecch  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion  in  Odobcr 
1795,  that  Houfe  appointed  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  (late  of 
the  corn,  whofe  opinion  was,  that  encouragement  (hould  be  held 
out  to  individuals  to  import  foreign  grain.  Large  bounties  were 
accordingly  voted ;  and  confequcntly  great  quantities  of  corn  ar- 
rived in  this  kingdom.  Numbers  of  the  perfons,  however,  who 
were  employed  in  importing,  though  they  at  firll  received  a  profit; 
were  afterwards  conliderable  lofers,  on  account  of  the  great  fall 
which  happened  in  the  Englifh  markets  ;  and  this  was  occaHoned 
by  the  unfair  praftices  of  Government,  who,  at  the  very  time  they 
were  holding  out  encouragement  to  private  individuals,  were  cm- 
ploying  agents  of  their  own  to  import  corn,  A  confiderablc  quan- 
tity of  corn  was  brought  in  this  way  for  the  Vicftualling-office,  in- 
ftead  of  their  purchafing  it  in  the  market.  Government  had  alfo 
promifed,  that  only  a  limited  quantity  of  that  com  in  their  poflfef- 
fion  (hould  be  fent  to  the  market  at  a  time ;  but  they  fent  more 
than  this  quantity  to  market,  and  thereby  caufed  a  confiderable  fall. in 
the  price  of  that  article,  to  the  great  injury  of  thofe  perfons  who  had 
run  fuch  rifks  in  importing,  and  had  already  given  large  orders  fojr 
more  corn,  pn  thefe  grounds  he  thought  they  were  entitled  to  an 
indemnity  ;  and  therefore  wiihed  the  Houfe  might  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  fubjedl! 

Coloncr  STAN  LEY  faid,  that  many  perfons  in  the  county  of 
Lancafter,  froni  an  idea  that  Government  would  not  interfere,  had 
fun  great  rifks  in  importing  corn,  and  been  thcmfelves  confiderable 
lofers. 

Mr.  p.  RYDER  did  not  know  that  Government  had  ever  fent 
fuch  quantities  to  market  as  lowered  the  price  :  on  the  contrary,  the 
corn  fold  at  its  higheft  price  when  they  did  fend  fome  to  market. 
He  lamented  that  there  were  any  lofers  on  this  occafion ;  but  he 
muft  obferve,  that  if  the  merchant  had  fpeculated  without  any 
bounty^  being  offered,  he  could  have  no  claim  on  Government  for 
the  lofs  he  might  have  fuftained.  It  was  impoffible  to  attend  to 
the  prefent  applicatiorK without  eftablifhing  a  mod  dangerous  pre<* 
cedent. 

•Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  that  an  inquiry  was  only  afked  for  zt 
preferu,  and  it  wouldi)e  urtjuft  if  thofe  msn  were  not  to  have  an  op- 
j[K)rtunity  of  fiating  what  their  cafe  was. 
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Mr.  BURDON.  wifhed  that  Commiffionpcs  tnight  be  appointed, 
to  inquire  into  the  loffcs  of  thefe  perfons. 

^  Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  faid,  that  corn  had  been  fent  to  tkft 
market  by  Government,  in  limited  quantities.  No  doubt,  many 
perfons  who  imported  corn  fufFered  .great  loiles ;  but  the  Houfe 
fliould  confider  that  evfery  merchant  fpeculates  for  his  own-^ain 
only,  and  in  that  cafe  he  muft  run  ^he  rifk  of  loffes.  He  coyld 
ftate  it  as  a  fa<3;,  that  at  the  very  time  that  corn  was  1405.  per^ 
quarter,  there  were  cargoes  lying  in  the 'ports  of  I^endon,  which  the 
pwners  would  not  fell  unlefs  they  had  a  higher  price.  He  was 
therefore  againft  granting  any  indemnity,  which,  in  flrift  jufticc^ 
could  not  be  required,  and  which  would  cftablilh  a  bad  precedent.  , 

Mr.  MARTIN  thought  the  worthy  Alderman  fpoke  very  fairly ; 
he  had  no  difrefpedl  to  the  gentlemen  who  laid  in  their  claim  tc^ 
compenfation  ;  if  they  fpeculated*  purely  for  the  good  of  the  public, 
they  ought  to  be  remunerated,  aind  in  that  cafe  an  inquiry  would  bq 
proper  ;  but  if  he  (hould  be  convinced  they  did  nothing  but  witji  a 
view  to  their  own  advantage^  he  (hould  not  vote  for  them. 

Mr.  SHERJDAN  was  not  in  general  a  friend  to"  com/nercial 
remunerations,  for  they  were  commonly  given  where  no  benefit  was 
intended  to  the  public  by  the  fpcculators  who  reeeivdd  them  ;  but 
that  was  not  the  queftion  here;  the  queftion  was,  whether  thofe  who 
fuftained  a  lofs  by  the  condu6l  of  Government,  (hould  no,f  havQ 
fomething  in  return  to  indemnify  them  ?  He  maintained  that  Go- 
vernment gave  the  merchants  encouragement  to  import  corn,  an4 
afterwards  caufed  them  to  fuftain  great  loffes  upon  that  fpeculation  ; 
«nd  now  they  had  a  claim,  if  not  upon  the  juHice,  certainly  on  the 
liberality  and  on  the  equity  of  the  Houfc.  ^If  the  lofs  had  arifer| 
from  their  own  greedinefs  or  their  own  folly,  he  (lioul^  not  be  for 
allowing  them  any  thing;  if  there  were,  in  (hort,  any  among  the 
merchants  who  had  fuftained  loffes,  and  who  had  onl]^  fpeculated 
with  a  view  to  their  own  advantage,  they  ought  to  be  excluded  from 
any  relief;  but  the  Houfc  ought  not  to  confound  the  innocent  with 
the  guilty  ;  and  if  he  was  rightly  informed,  there  were  but  few,  in- 
deed, in  the  latter  fituation.  It  was  faid,  that  this  would  be  a  per- 
nicious J)recedent  if  affented  to.  He  did  not  think  that  Minifter$ 
always  thought,  that  to  make  compenfation  to  individuals  for  loffes 
was  pernfcious  ;  it  did  not  appear  to  be  their  ^ifh,  when  they  pro- 
pofed  to  grant  a  bonus  to  thofe  who  had  loft  by  the  Loyalty  Loan. 
In  the  prefent  cafe,  the  report  of  the  Commi^ee,  already  referred  tq 
by  the  worthy  Alderman  who  brought  this  ftfbjecS  forward,  juftifie4 
the  application  before  the  Houfe.— Here  A^.  Sheridan  read  feyera^ 


{arts  of  the  report  tfi  fupport  of  his  opinion ;  and  then  obfenre<)» 
that  the  qucftion  was  not,  whether  the  Houfe  would  give  to  the 
merchants  an  indemnity  ?  But  whether  they  would  put  themfelves 
in  a  lituatiun  to  know  who  are,  and  who  are  not,  fufferers,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  condud  of  Government  upon  the  tubjeft  of  the  im- 
portation of  corn  ?     He  maintained  that  Government  did  not  give 
notice  of  the  quantity  of  corn  they  had  upon  their  hands  ;  the  mer- 
chants thought  that  Government  had  been  exhaufting  their  ftock, 
and  therefore  they  imported  largely  ;  hot  when  the  merchants'  fup- 
ply  had  arrived,  Government  poured  in  their  ftock,  fo  that  the  price 
fell,  and  the  merchants  became  great  lofers  in  their  attempt  to  fervc 
the  country  in  the  moft  effential  manner.     From  the  condu6t  of 
Government  it  appeared,  that  com  was  extremely  fcarce  in  this 
country,  which  made  the  owners  of  corn  abroad  think  they  could 
charge  almoA  any  price  for  it  to  the  merchants  and  private  pur- 
chafers,  and  put  the  merchants  in  a  fituation  which  they  ought  not 
to  be  put  in  ;  nor  would  they  have  been  in  that  fituation  had  Go^ 
vemment  kept  their  word.     He  thought,  taking  all  the  circum- 
(lances  of  this  cafe  together,  there  ought,  at  Icaft,  to  be  an  inquiry 
into  the  matter ;  and  he  thought  that  this  was  a  moment  peculiarly 
delicate  with  regard  to  the  charafter  of  Government  for  doing  juf- 
tice  to  thofe  who  had  clainfs  upon  them.     Men  of  all  defcriptioils 
were  called  upon  to  (hew  their  zeal  in  fupport  of  Government,  and^ 
to  make  very  large  facrifices  for  that  purpofc.     It  was  expefted  that 
no  man  would  confider  himfclf,  but  would  confider  the  (ituation  of 
this  country ;  and  the  Legiflature  had  faid,  that  if  perfons  (hould 
kill  their  cattle,  or  deftroy  any  of  their  property  to  prevent  its  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  they  (hall  be  indemnified  out  of  the 
public  purfc,  and  have  complete  compenfation :  it  would  be  a  bad 
fpecimen  of  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe  to  refufe  to  hear  the  cafe  of  the 
merchants  who  had  fuflained  fuch  lofles  as  thefe,  and  an  indifierent 
inducement  for  any  perfons  to  adventure  again  in  any  fpeculation  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  ftatements  in  the  report  did 
not  juftify  the  conclufions  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft,  as  to  Government  being  to  blame  on  this  fubjeft.  The  noble 
Lord  who  had  fpoken  in  this  debate,  had  been  under  a  mifapprehen- 
lion ;  he  thought  it  would  be  an  indecent  thing  to  refufe  inquiry 
into  the  (ituation  of  this  cafe  ;  the  truth  was,  that  fuch  inquiry  was 
made,  and  the  refult  of  it  had  now  been  on  the  table  for  many 
months,  and  ^nothing  concerning  it  was  even  brought  forward 
till  now  ;  and  the  queftion  was,- whether  there  was  enough 
W4  before  the  Houfe  to  call  for  any  farther  proceeding,  with  a 
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ttrong  difpofldon  -to  allow,,  if  prafiicable,    relief  to  hard  ca^s ) 
He  was  completely  fatisficdy  that  without   great  danger  of  abufe 
in  the  diiburfement  of  the  public  money,  this  claim  could  not  be 
allowed,  or  evefi  the  application  of  it  entertained.     He  therefore 
thought  it  would   be   fairer  and  more  candid   to  refufe.  the  ap- 
plication at  once*.     He  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  give  it  a 
direcft  negative  ;  for  othcrwifc  they  would  be  holding  out  hopes  to 
the  claimants,  without  a  chance  of  their  having  any  ultimate  relief, 
for  he  was  perfe6tly  fatisfied  that  the  refult  of  an  inquiry  would  be 
that  the  Houfe  would  reject  the  claims  ;  it  was  on  tha^  ground  his 
vote  would  be  decided.     But  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft  aflumed  the  itierchant  had  a  cafe  becaufc  Government  did  not 
Inform  them  of  the  quantity,  of  corn  they  had.      If  they  had  ap- 
plied for  information,  they  wouH  have  had  an  anfwer  ;  they  did  not 
apply,  and  therefore  it  was  mod  evident  they  did  not  think  the  in- 
formation was  material.      Independent  of  this,  the  information  was 
withheld  from  the  public  for  very  good  reafons  ;  for,  by  a'difclofure 
of  the  fadJ,  the  price  of  corn  wo.uld  have  been  much  irfcreafed,  and 
the  merrfiant  would  have  extended  his  fpeculations  ftill  farther  if  he 
knew  the  real  quantity  of  com  then  in  the  hands  of  Government, 
jftid  therefore  his  lofs  would  have  been  greater  than  it  had  been, 
Befides,  Government  could  not  at  that  time  give  any  but  a  loofe  ac- 
count if  applied  to,  becaufc  they  had  not  then  an  accurate  account 
thcmfclves  ;  but  if  they  had  given  the  account  they  had  to  the  mer- 
chants, the  cailfe  of  complaint  which  they  urged  now  would  have 
been  greater  than  at  prefent.     He  then  explained  the  reafons  wlijr 
the  agents  of  Government  purchafed  corn  at  the  time  in  queftion  ; 
It  was  not  to  fell  again,  but  for  confumption  in  the  public  fervice, 
and  was  an  a<9  of  unavoidable  neceffity.     The  whole  of  the  con- 
du£t  of  Government  in  limiting  the  quantity  to  be  delivered  out  for 
fale,  from  time  to  time,  was  to  fuffer  a  fmall  preffure  to  be  felt,  to 
prevent  a  greater  preffure  from  coming  on  the  public ;  it  was  an 
aft  of  prudent  caution  on  the' part  of  Government  to  prevent  too 
great  and  fudden  a  confumption  of  corn,  by  which*  a  dreadful  evil 
might  be  occafioned,  by  which  a  dearth  might  be  converted  into  a 
famine.      Government  did  not  lower  the  price  of  corn  by  bringing 
their  corn  forward ;  for  the  facS  was  the  very  reverfe.     Government 
came  forward  with   corn  for  fale,  and  twd  or  three  weeks  elapfed 
before  their  fale  made  any  confidcrable  imprefflon :  and  there  was 
not  the  fmalleft  pretence  to  fay  that  they  lowered  the  price,  a&  had 
Ijcen  ftated  ;  the  facl  was,  that  between  that  time  and  the  time  of 
Iwrvcft,  the  interval  was  too  fhort  to  create  an  artificial  fcarcity  by 
l>ccuiation.     The  fecrct  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  fall  of  price 
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was  not  owing  to  the  (upply  of  Government^  but  to  their  count^radl- 
ing  the  devid^s  of  fpeculators,  turning  their  tricks  againft  themfelvesi 
and  difappointihg  men  who  wiQied  to  create  a  public  diftrefs  in 
order  to  profit  by  it.  That  fome  well-meaning  and  honourable 
men  had  fui^ained  loiTes,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  and  he  felt  for 
them  ;  but  that  was  an  inconvenience  to  which  all  fpe^ulation  was 
liable,  and  for  which  fometimcs  there  was  no  remedy.  There 
could  be  no  reafon  for  fuch  a  lofs  being  defrayed  out  of  the  purfe  of 
the  nation — Thefe  perfons  had  not  been  injured  by  Government 
iiot  keeping  its  engagement  \  Government  did  all  that  Government 
was  engaged  to  do.  To  fay  that  thefe  perfons  (hould  be  indemni- 
fied by  the  public,  was,  in  other  words,  to  fay,  that  whenever  men 
fufFer  by  fpeculation,  the  public  (hall  make  good  their  loffes.  In 
fhort,  there  never  was  lefs  ground  for  an  application  than  there  was 
for  the  prefent ;  and  he  felt  it  his  public  duty  to  give  his  unquali- 
fied oppofition  to  it  in  its  earlieft  ftage. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  contended,  that  Government  had  intelligence 
of  a  quantity  of  corn  to  be  difpofed  of  in  the  foreign  markets,  of 
which  intelligence  they  profited  by  keeping  it  a  fecrct  from  the  mer- 
chants, who  ai:e  now.  injured  by  the  tranfa6!ion. 

TKe  Houfe  divided  on  Mr.  Alderman  Lu(hington*s  motion  : 

Ayes,  24;  Noes,  63.  . 

The  Houfe,  on  the  morion  of  Sir  W.  Ddlben,  rcfolved  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  on  the  Slave-carrying  Bill. 

..Mr.  W  -SMITH  moved  a  claufe,  enafling  that  the  fpace  in 
the  (hips  appointed  for  this^purpofe  fliould  be  five  feet  between 
decks.  ... 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  no  charge  of  inattention  had 
been  brought  againft  the  merchants.  The  mortality  in  thofc  fliips 
was  not  greater  than  in  the  tranfpofts  for  conveying  His  Majefty's 
troops*      He  (hould  therefore  oppofe  the  claufe. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  fupported  the  claufe.  He  was  againft  the 
general  principle  oP  abolition;  but,  though  he  would  not  deft  roy, 
he  had  no  objedion  to  narrow  the  trade. 

Mr.  SEWELL  remarked  ftrongly  on  the  inconvenience  which 
would  be  produced  by  this  motion*  Out  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-one  (hips  employed  in  the  trade,  not  more  than  feventy-two 
were  five  feet  between  decks.  The  Whole  of  the  remainder  wou^d 
be  thrown  out  of  employ.  .  '       :  . 

Mr.  \y,  SMITH  remarked,  that  notice  of  this  motion  had  been 
given  laft  fdflpn.  % 

ColoncJ  GASCOYNE  infifted  ftrongly  on  the  hardOiip  of  this 
cafe.     Many  of  the  merchants  >having  had  their  '(hips  burnt  on  the 
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coaft,^  were  compelled  to  employ  French  prizes.  Thefe  were  not 
fo  well  fuited  to  the  trade  as  the  veffels  they  had  loft  ;  but  it  was 
to  be  remarked,  that  the  mortality  had  been  lefs  on  board  the 
fmaller  veffels.  ^ 

Mr.  VANSITTART  was  of  opinion  that. the  claufe  (hould  not 
attach  to  veffels  at  prefent  employed. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion:,  Ayes,  34; 
Noes,   6. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  then  produced  a  claufe  for  allowing  to  each 
Have  a  fuperficies  of  eight  feet.  This,  multiplied  by  five  feet,  the 
height  which  he  had  moved  for,  would  give  thc/fpace  of  forty  cubic 
feet — a  fpace  which,  he  was  affured  by  the  Infpcflor  of  Tranfports 
(Sir  J.  Fitzpatrick),  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  comfort,  an^ 
even  the  exiftence,  of  the  individual. 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  oppofed  the  motion,  which  he  faid  would 
amount  to  a  virtual  abolition  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  SEWELL  faid,  that  the  negroes,  who  were  fond  of  herd- 
ing together,  could  not  be  compelled  to  occupy  this  fpace.  He 
vras  of  opinion  that  fix  ftet  'and  a  half  would  be  more  than  fuf- 

iictent. 

» 

A  divifion  took  place,  when  Mr.  Smith's  motion  was  carried  : 
Ayes,  34;  Noes,  5. 

Friday y  May  I  J . 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  brought  up  his  bill  to  regu- 
ligite  the  publication  of  newfpapers,  by  which  it  appears  that  every 
proprietor,  editor,  condudlor,  printer,  and  publifher  of  a  newfpaper, 
is  to  give  in,  upon  oath,  the  place  where  the  paper  is  printed,  with 
their  refpedlivc  names  and  places  of  abode  ;  the  nrrice  of  a6^ion 
deliverbd  at  thofc  places  to  be  confidered  as  a  good  fcrvice,  though 
not  ferved  pcrfonalfy.  Thefe  affidavits  to  be  confidered  as  matter  of 
evidence,  when  produced  in  a  court  of  law. 

The  bill  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time  on  Tuefday  next. 

The  report  of  the  Slave-carr}Mng  Bill  was  brought  up  by  Sir  W. 
DOLBEN,  who  moved  that  it  be  taken  into  immediate  con- 
(ideration. 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  faid,  that  he  held  in  his  hand  a  petition 
from  fevcral  Brifiol  and  Liverpool  merchants,  now  in  London, 
againft  the  objeflionable  claufes  introduced  laft  night.  Whatevej: 
— iiudices  may  prevail  on  this  fubjcA,  he  trufted  that  thofc  perfons 

>. bad a^ed  under  the  fan^ion  of  Parliament,  would  be  fuffere^ 

-..■■---  ■»■       ..'i  ,        1.         i     <4 
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by  Parliament  to  be  heard  by  their  counfel.  From  their  local  diC- 
tance,  the  other  merchants  concerned  were  wholly  unacquainted 
with  the  nature  of  thofe  claufes.  He  therefore  trufted  that  the 
Houfe  would  have  no  objedlion  to  defer  the  report  to  Friday  next. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  no  reafon  had  been  affigned  for 
this  motion.  That  of  want  of  inforjnation  from  the  local  diftanco 
of  the  parties,  was  certainly  a  mifreprefentation>  not  of  the  honour- 
able Member,  but  of  the  Petitioners.  The  Members  for  Liver- 
pool had  long  fince  been  made  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  thofc 
claufes.  The  motion  was  made  (blely  for  the  purpofe  of  delay,  and 
fhould  therefore  meet  with  his  oppofitioo.  ^ 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  arraigned  Sir  W.  Dolben  of  having  poft- 
poned  this  bufinefs  for  four  months,  and  of  now  bringing  it  forward 
wi  th  precipitation. 

Sir  W.  DOLBEN  faid,  that  he  had  certainly  podponed  the 
meafure,  on  account  of  the  prefTmg  bufinefs  before  the  Houfe.  He 
was  furprized,  however,  that  the  charge  of  precipitation  (hould 
come  from  the  honourable  Colonel,  at  whofc  inflance  it  had  been 
poftponed  fbr  three  weeks.- 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  moved  that  the  report  be  taken  into 
confideration  on  Wednefday  next. 

From  the  date  of  our  lad  report  nothing  material  occurred,  until 

Tuejdayy  May  1 5. 

When  Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  fccond  reading  of  the  Newfpaper  Regulation  Bill ; 
which  being  done  accordingly,  he  faid,  he  wifhed  any  farther  dif- 
cuiTion  upon  this  bill  might  be  poftponed  till  after  the  enfuing  State 
Trials  at  Maidi^one,  when  it  could  be  done  with  niore  fatisfa£lion 
to  himfelf  and  to  the  Public. 

After  fome  obfervarions  from  Mr.  HOBHOUSE  and  Mr. 
TIERNEY,  who  acquiefced  in  the  propofulcn,  refcrving  to  them« 
felvcs  the  privilege  of  objedting  to  the  principle  or  claufes  of  the 
bill  in  any  fubfequent  ftage,  it  was  Committed  for  Friday  fe'nnight. 

Wednefday^  May  16. 

« 

Colonel  STANLEY  .moved  that  the  Lancafter  Seffions  Bill  be 
read  a  third  ti^ne. 

This  was  oppofed  by  Lord  GEORGE  CAVENDISH,  who 
ho  ught  the  bill  a  violent  Inftingement  upon  chartered  and  indivi- 

U  % 
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dual  rights,  an  inconvenience  to  a  confiderable  nuthber  of  perfons, 
and  a  lofs  to  the  whole  country. 

Lord  BELGRAVE,  in  reply,  infifted  on  the  neceflity  of  adopt- 
ing It,  as  a  matter  of  general  utility,  and  of  infinite  convenience 
not  only  to  Magiftrafes,  but  every  perfon  throughout  the  country, 
who  had  bufincfs  at  the  fcffions. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and  thought  the  bifl 
ought  not  to  pafs  into  a  law.  He  urged,  that  if  the  Houfe  knew 
.  but  its  own  duty,  it  would  never  fuffer  fuch  an  innovation.  It  wa$ 
an  abrogation  of  chartered  laws,  and  he  trufted  that  gentlemen  would 
be  too  vigilant  to  fee  them  cancelled  in  this  inftance.  It  went  to 
c^ablirti  a  general  tribunal,  that  would  revolutionize  the  old  cufloms 
and  rights  of  the  whole  county  of  Lancafter. 

Mr.  PEELE,  in  fupport  of  the  bill,  ftated  that  there  never  was 
a  meafure  brought  forward  in  that  Houfe,  relative  to  any  local  al- 
teration, which  met  with  fuch  general  approbation,  not  only  with 
the  Magiftrates,  but  with  thofc  moft  particularly  concerned— ^e very 
one  who  paid  county  rates. 

Colonel  STANLEY  obferved,  that  not  only  the  Magiftrates 
and  the  Rate-payers,  but  the  moft  of  the  Mrhole  county,  cxpreffed 
their  warm  approbation  of  the  bill.  He  notice^  the  obfervation 
made  by  a  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Jckyll),  relative  to  **  revolu- 
tionizing the  county  of  Lancafter  ;"  and  after  commenting  on  the 
irrelevancy  of  the  application  of  fuch  terms  in  this  difcuffion,  re- 
marked, that  it  occurred  to  him  as  a  matter  of  fome  little  furprife 
why  that  honourable  and' learned  gentleman  (hould  fo  long,  by  his  late 
^bfence,  negled  the  caufe  of  his  own  conftituents,  and  now  unin- 
vited intermeddle  with  his. 

Mr.  DENT  was  againft  the  bill.  « 

Mr.  PENN,  in  fupport  of  the  bill,  ftated,  that  nothing  could 
have  produced  any  oppolition  to  it  but  certain  female  influence,  for 
he  faw  no  earthly  reafon  tjiat  could  be  urged  againft  having  the  place 
for  holding  a  feflion  in  the  center  of  the  county  inftcad  of  the 
borders.  •  . 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  made  a  few  obfervations. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  entered  into  a  long  difcuffiori 
of  the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  (hewed.the  neceflity  of  having  the 
feffions  held  in  the  cemer  of  the  county. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide ;  and  the  cry 
of  queftidn  being  put  from  all  fides,  the  gallery  was  cleared,  but  no 
divilion  took  place.  ,        »  .         - 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  the 
^  ords. 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  f»td,  he  would  noirftatc  the  oatline  of 
the  principle,  and  of  the  objc^  of  the  Provifional  Cavalry  bill :  in 
other  ftages  of  it,  he  might  more  particularly  detail  the  reafons  why 
it  was  not  thought  advifeaWe  to  avali  ourfelves  of  the  whole  force 
of  the.  Provifional  Cayilry.     It  was  (hortly  founded  upon  this 
ground,  that  1ince  the  pafling  of  thit  bill,  the  zeal,  fpirit,  and  cncrgj^ 
of  the  country  had  fo  much  exerted  itfelf,  that  it  was  now  no  longer 
neccflary,   nor   would  Government  be  juftified  in  calling  out  the 
whole  force  of  Provifional  Cavalry.     The  whole  number  amounted 
to  about  15,000  men,  which,  if  caltbd  out,  would  be  at  an  annual 
cxpence  to  the  country  of  from    i,2oo,oooL   to    1,500,000]. 
When  he  propofed  this  meafure  originally,  he  felt,   that  it  was  a 
right  and  important  meafure,  and  that  it  was  wife,  and  our  duty  to 
provide  for  the  dcfeiltc  and  fecurity  of  the  country,  not  only  by  a 
regular  and  eftabliftied  force,  but  alfo  by  a  provifional  force,  which 
might  be  callecl  out  to  aA  as  the  exigency  of  circumdances  fhould 
require.     That  was  the  principle  upon  which  the  bill  was  founded; 
and  now  it  was  propofed  to  avail  ourfelves  of  that  force  by  bringing 
forward  a  part  of  them  into  action.     But  when  he  ftated  to  the 
Houfc  that  there  was  no  fewer  than  1 3,000  regular  Cavalr)'  in  the 
kingdom,  it  would  be  fufficient  reafon  why  the  fervice  of  but  a  part 
of  the  Provifional  Cavalry  was  required.     In  addition  to  this  alfo, 
there  were  the  Yoemanry  Corps,  to  what  number  he  could  not  pre- 
cifely  fay  ;  for  overy  day  brought  frefli  offers  of  fervice,  and  unlcfli 
he  was  to  make  up  the  amount  to  the  latefl  period,  he  could  not  fay 
what  it  was  with  accuracy  :    but   in  061ober  hft  the  numbers 
amounted  to  i6,oop  men,  fo  much  had  the  zeal  and  fpirit  of  rhc 
country  exerted  itfelf.     This  was  a  fubjeft  upon   which  he  could 
dwell  for  ever.     The  aflfcflion,  the  loyalty,  the  fpirit  and  energy  of 
the  people,  had  been  here  fo  apparently  difplayed,  and  he  wiflicd  it 
to  be  diftindlly  undcrftood  as  his  opinion,  that  upon  nothing  better, 
than  upon  that  body  of  force,  would  the  defence  of  the  country  be 
rcfted.      But  at  the  fame  time,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
Government  not  to  call  for  more  than  was  neceffary  :  and  the  ob- 
jeft  of  this  bill  was  now  to  call  forth  a  part  of  that  provifional  force 
in  certain  proportions  ;  .firft,  take  thofe  who  were  in  a  greater  flate 
of  forward nefs,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  krep  the  others  in  training 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  fome  regular  Cavalry  Corps,  by  which 
means  they  would  be  the  fooner  difciplincd.     That  thefe  (hould  be 
kept  in  readinefs,  until  from  the  exigency  of  circumfianccs,  it  fhould 
be  determined  how  far  it' would  be  neccffaYy  to  call  up6n  them  for 
their  fervices  ;  and  if  it  (hould  happen  that  they  were  wanted,  then 
to  take  the  whole  of  them  in  rotation.      This  was  tlie  general  prin- 
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mple  of  the  bill.  He  was  aware,  that  iii  the  detail  it  would  require 
many  regulations,  but  he  had  now  contented  himfelf  with  giving  a 
general  outline.  When  the  bill  eame  to  be  printed,  be  fhould 
liften  with  great  readinefs  to  any  thing  that  might  be  fuggcfted  by 
any  gentleman,  either  for  the^public  advantage,  or  for  the  eafe  of  the 
individual.  ' 

He  therefore  (hould  now  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  re- 
gulating the  Provifional  force  of  Cavalry  raifed  by  an  a€l  of  the  laft 
feflion  of  Parliament.    . 

>  Mr.  I.  P.  BASTARD  hoped,  that  the  provifions  in  the  bill 
would  be  fuch  as  would  fecure  the  oftenfible  objcS.  It  had  been 
frequent  to  hear  things  intimated  in  that  Houfe  which  had  not  after- 
wards been  adhered  to  in  praflice. 

General  TARLETON  adced  what  prop6rtion  it  was  intended 
to  call  out,  and  from  what  counties  i 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  obfcrvcd,  that  the  leading  principle  of 
this  bill  was  to  fave  as  much  as  poflible  to  the  Public,  and,  as  far  as 
that  could  be  done,  yvlth  as  little  inconvenience  as  poQible  to  the  in- 
dividuals, at  the  fame  time  not  to  keep  them  in  unpleafant  fufpenfe: 
It  was  iirfl  intended  to  call  out  only  the  maritime  counties,  but  upon 
farther  confideration  it  was  thought  that  would  be  attended  with  a 
great  inequality.  The  maritime  counties  already  fufFered  more  than 
other  parts  from  a  temporary  preiTure,  and,  therefore,  if  they  alone 
were  to  bear  the  additional  burden,  it  was  thought  it  would  be  very 
exceptionable.  It  was  next  conlidered  how  far  it  would  be  proper 
to  call  out  a  proportion  from  each  county  ;  but  then  this  difficulty 
occurred,  that  it  would  be  deftroying  every  exiting  regiment,  at 
lead  as  to  officers,  and  thofe  which  were  well  trained  and  difciplined^ 
would  be  crippled,  and  their  fervice  in  a  manner  deftroyed.  It  was 
now  thought  advifeable  to  empower  His  Majefty  to  call  out  fuch  a  - 
proportion  of  them  as  he  might  think  proper  ;  and  he  Aated  to  the 
Houfe,  that  in  his  idea,  about  a  third  part  of  them  would ,  be  the 
proper  number  ;  but  upon  this  meafure  he  (hould  not  be  afliamed  to 
alter  his  opinion,  if,  upon  difcuffion,  he  (hould  find  reafon  to 
alter  it.  ,  Whether  the  number  ought  to  be  limited  or  not,  he 
fliGuld  leave  it  to  be  difculfed  in  the  Houfe  in  the  future  ftagesof 
the  bill. 

Mr.  BUXTON  was  glad  to  learn  it  was  not  intended  to  call 
out  the  whole  of  the  Provifional  Cavalry,  as,  if  that  was  true,  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  muft  fufFer,  particularly  in  the  hay  and 
corn  harved,  thofe  men  being  mofUy  farmers  and  hulb^ndmen. 

Leave  was  then  given  ta  bring  in  the  bill. 
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The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Gomtnittee  for  the  better 
pTotc6tion  of  trade,' 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  the  proportion  he  was  about  to  (!ate  to  the 
Committee  for  their  approbation  wa^  this,  that  no  Britiih  ibip 
fhould  be  permitted  to  fail  without  convoy,  unlefs  (he  had  a  licence 
from  the  Admiralty^  This  propofition  was,  as  was  generally  un- 
derilood,  conne(£ted  with  a(K)ther,  which  it  was  not  regular  in  the 
prefent  Committee  to  go  into  an  inveftigation  of.  The  principlet, 
and  even  the  detaiU  of  the  plan,  had  been  fo  long  before  the  Public, 
they^  were  fo  generally  known,  and,  no  objection  having  been  made 
by  the  trading  intere((,  was,  fuch  proof  of  its  being  a  meafi/re  not 
unacceptable  to  them,  that  he  prefumed  it  would  meet  with  no  op« 
pofition  in  that  Houfe.  I'he  propofition  now  before  the  Committee 
related  only  to  convoys,  prohibiting  (hips  to  fail  without  them  ;  in 
another  Committee  it  was  propofedvto  move  fome  fmsill  duties ;  and 
if  gentlemen  wifhed  to  make  any  modifications,  they  would  have 
ample  opportunity  in  future  fiages  of  the  bill. 

He  believed  it  was  notorious,  that  what  few  captures  the  enemy 
made,  were  in  cafes  of  (hips  failing  without  convoy.  Notwithftand* 
ing  convoys  had  been  appointed  this  war  in  a  manner  more  liberal 
thank  at  any  for  met  period,  yet  the  enterprize  of  our  traders  was 
fuch,  that  they  would  ri(k,  for  the  chance  of  an  early  market,  and 
the  utqnoft  vigilance  of  our  cruizers  could  not  prevent  fome  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies.  This  had  been  the  cafe 
more  particularly  in  oneofthfr  Weft- India  Iflands.  If  this  mca- 
fure  was  adopted,  he  trufted,  that  in  future  this  fource  of  fupply 
would  be  cut  off  from  the  enemy,  and  preferved  to  this  country. 
He  therefore  moved,  **  That  no  Britiih  (hip  (hould  be  allowed 
f *  to  fail  without  convoy,  or  a  licence  from  fhe  Board  of  Ad- 
.V  miralty/* 

Mr.  TIERNEY  was  furprized  that  the  meafure  (hould  come 
before  them  in  this  hafty  manner.  When  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  opened  his  Budget,  he  took  Credit  for  the  fum  this  mea- 
fure would  produce,  referving  to  himfclf  a  future  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining the  meafure  to  the  Houfe,  both  as  to  its  principle  and  in 
detail.  He  did  not  doubt  the  honourable  gentlcman^s  ability  to 
give  all  neceffary  information  to  the  Houfe  ;  but  he  thought  it  ex- 
traordinary that  they  (hould  be  now  called  upon  to  come  to  a  refolu- 
tiotty  when  no  ground  was  (hewn.  The  Houfe  had  a  tight  to  ex- 
pe<^  that  the  bufinefs  (hould  be  opened  and  explained  by  fomebodr. 
They  were  going  to  impofea^ heavy  impoft,  thpugh  the  title  of  the 
bill  ftated  it  was  for  the  better  protcfl ion  of,  trade,  which  was,  to 
J)c  fpre,  fomething  n^ore  palatable  than  ftating  that  it  wa&a  Tax  Bill. 
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The  feift  was,  they  were  gok^  to  Taifc  a  jnillion  and  a  half,  by  a 
meafure  novel  and  extraordinary.  He  knew  very  well  that  he  could 
oot  oppofo  it  with  fucceCs,  and  therefore  (hqiild  not  attempt  it ;  but 
\ic  thought  the  Houfe  at  leaft  was  entitled  to  the  information  of  the 
Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon  the  fubjc6!. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid  this  was  not  the  Committee  where  the  bonoura- 
bk  gentleman's  obfervations  could  be  properly  made.  The  onl^ 
refolution  now  before  them  was  refpecling  convoys.  Hereafter 
there  would  be  frequent  opportunities  of  again  and  again  difcuffing 
the  meafure,  both  as  to  its  principle  and  details. 

Mr.  TIERNJpY  faid,  it  muft  be  fupp6fed  that  when  fums  were 
voted  they,  were  for  the  prote^ion  of  trade,  which  was  part  of  the 
duty  of  Government. 

Mr,  .ROSE  pbferved,  that  the  prefent  refolution  was  no  way 
tormc&ed  with  money,  it  was  merely  to  reflrain  (hips  failing  with- 
out convoy,  which  the  adventurous  fpirit  of  our  merchants  frequently 
prompted  them  to  hazard  ;  and  although  it  might  be  attended  with 
their  perfonal  advantage,  it  was  of  national  inconvenience. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faki,that  although  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Rofe)  expc^ed  no  oppofition  to  this  meafure  becaufe  it  ^was 
approved  by  the  body  of  merchants,  he,  for  one,  muft  exprefsihid 
diflikc  of  the  very  principle.  The  bcft  writers  on^  political  economy 
laid  down  as  an  incontrovertible  pofition,  that  the  abfolute  freedom 
of  trade  was  effential  to  its  pfofperity.  Was  it  no^,  he  afked,  a 
departure  from  this  wholefome  maxim,  for  Government  to  prohibit 
veffels  from  failing  without  convoy  t  .  Government  was  to  chufe  the 
time  of  failing,  and  a  (hip,  which  could  far  outftrip  the  flow  move- 
inent  of  a  convey,  muft  be  retarded  in  its  courfe.  He  never  could 
concur, in  thefe  reftridions.  He  thought  that  Government  was 
t)Ound  to  defend  the  trade  of  the  country  without  any  extraordinary 
duties.  The  (hips  of  war  were  built  by  means  of  taxes  levied  upcMi  the 
nation.  To  make  the  people  pay  for  the.ufc  of  what  they  had  provi- 
ded *t.their  own  expence,  was  tax  upon  tax.  Mr.  Hobhoufe  con- 
tended  alfo,  that  an  application  for  money  "  for  the  farther  pro- 
t^ion,"  (eemed  to  infer  that  it  was^  at  prefent,  not  fufficiently 
proteSed. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  obferved  that  the  firft  objcflron  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  muft  be  to  him  a  ftrong  recommendation, 
namely,  that  the  meafure  had  the  approbation  of  the  merchants^ 
With  regard  to  the  other  objeflion,  that  trade  had  not  been  well 
protcT^ied,  he  fpoke  ifv  the  hearing  of  many  gentlemen  who  knew 
the  truth, of  it,  that  ne^ef  was^trade  better. protefted  than  it  ha^^ 
been  during  the  prefent  war.     In  proportion  as  trade  wa$  well. pro-* 
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ttStedf  in  like  proportion  it  was  ^'ife  arid  proper  to  compel  traders  to 
take  the  benefit  of  that  prote6fion.  It  had  farther  the  benefit  of 
protecting  the  infurcrs.  As  a  meafure  of  moment,  he  would  wMh 
alfo  particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  it,  Wc  werd 
engaged  in  a  war  With  an  cnc^ny,  different  from  all  former  times. 
They  plundered  our  trade,  and  had  none  .  themfelves  upon  which 
xve  could  retaliate  in  return.  There  was  no  equality  of  circumfiances 
between  us  and  them  ;  they  frirniihed  themfelves  by  plundering  our 
commerce,  of  what  their  own  did  not  fupply  them.  Nay,  by 
this  method  they  even  fupplied  themfelves  with  warlike  ftores,  which  . 
enabled  them  to  fit  out  other  privateers,  again  to  plunder  our  com-* 
merce  and  attack  our  trade  ;  therefore,  this  meafure  would  not  only 
fecure  our  merchants,  Wut  alfo  cripple  our  enemies.  If  this  was 
attended  with  a  fmall  tax,  wrhich  had  not  been  objeded  to  by  any 
number  of  traders,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  objeded  to  by  the 
Committee.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  no  occafion  to  fup- 
pofe  but  that  he  would  have  ample  opportunity  of  difcuflion,  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BRYAN  EDWARDS  faid,  if  this  meafure  was  confi- 
dered  as  limited  to  the  quedion  of  failing  without  convoy,  fo  far  it 
had  his  approbation  ;  but  when  confidered  as  connected  with  the 
other  meafure  of  additional  imports,  he  thought  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman below  him  (Mr.  Tierney)  jufiified'  when  he  afked  for  fome 
explanation.  In  falrnefs,  the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  have 
fiated  how  the  two  meafures  were  conneded,  and  he'  much  w^ifhed 
for  fome  explanation  upon  the  fubjed  ;  but  confidered  as  a  fimple 
abiirad  propbfition  of  convoy,  it  had  his  approbation. 

Sir  F.  BARING  wifhed  them  to  let  commerce  alone,  if  they  de- 
•  fired  its  profperity.  He  admitted  that  trade  had  been  well  pro- 
tected dpring  this  war:  admitting  that  hQ,  what  necefiity  was  there 
for  any  farjther  meafure  of  protedion  }  But  it  feemed  Government 
would  infift  upon  the  merchants  taking  two  or  three  convoys  more 
than  they  wanted,  merely  to  charge  them  with  an  impoft  of  5I.  per 
centi  He  ihould  have  been  extremely  happy  to  have  heard  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon  the  policy  of  this  meafure. 
When  the  French  Dir^e^ory  feized  Englifh  goods  in  neutral  bot- 
toms, it  was  (hewn  to  them  that  they  were  cutting  their  own  throats, 
for  that  theirfFedt  of  that  meafure  was  to  make  the  Englifli  carriers 
of  all  their  own  goods.  .  Let  trade  alotie,  and  it  would  always  find 
its  own  level.  If  Englifli  mcrchandite  was  carried  into  France,  it 
had  the  effcA  of  fo  much  confumption,  and  increafed  the  manufac- 
tures of  thi^  country,  as  moft  likely  the  infiiranceson  the  Continent 
would    cover  the  lofs  to  the  BrMfli  merchant,  fo  that  infanta 
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csq^tilre  hftd  the  ^SeQi  of  taking  off  fe  much  Englkh  merchafidtv^. 
The  honourable  Member  ^hen  went  itito  an  exintination  ofliie-^ 
TtiesSiiTc,  as  afFeSing  the  imernal  conferee';  he  ftated' that  goods 
had  been  fent  from  Atnfterdam  to  Mofcow  by  landf  and  arrived 
cheaper  than  they  would  have  done-by  fea»  on  account  of  the  duties, 
and  the  fame  thing  occurred  in  the  cafe  of  the  Turkey  Company 
fending  over  land  to  India. 

Mr.  ROSE  obfervedi  that  this  wife  ndt  the  propier  flage  for  ob- 
ferv^tion  on  the  duty. 

Sir  F.  BARING  faid,  that  a«  to  the  rocafiarc  of  coAvoy,  it  wias 
compelling  merchants  to  take  what  they  did  not  ivant. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNI>AS  could  not  help  remarking  upon  one 
part  of  the  honourable  gentleman *s  argumenty  that  it  was  a  good 
thitig  to  ^ii^Tv\  the  Britifh  trade^  even  by  captures.;  but  do  the 
honourable  gentlemeti  recoiled  that  Briti-fl^  Teamen  and  Britiihfhtps 
were  alfo  taken  into  French  ports  with  Britifli  goods  ? 

Sir  F.  BARING  replied,  that  the  flrips  were  able  to  prote^ 
themfelves,  as  they  went  armed,  as  allowed  by  law. 

Mn  Secretary  DUNDAS  then  aflced,  by  what  magic  it  was, 
if  the  men  and  (hips  were  fife>  the  French  contrived  to  extract 
their  cargoes  ? 

Mt.  PEEL  faid,  this  was  a  meafurc  which  only  urgent  ns* 
ccflSty  could  juftify,  as  the  ^o\t  the  commerce  was  left  free,  the 
lYKA-e  it  profpcred  ;  and  this  meafure,  by  deftroying  competirioh,  in 
fome  degree  damped  the  eneigy  of  trade  ;  and  tbough  the  avarice  €>f 
individuals  Would  induce  them  to^  run  for  a  market,  yet  unqueftioii- 
ably  the  captures  in  confequence  were  a  national  evil.  He  thought 
the  meafure  was  juftifiaUe  on  the  ground  of  neceffity,  and  it  be- 
hoved Government  ttot  to  fufFcl*  individuals  to  ad  detrhnenttd  to 
'  the  general  intcreft,  though  they  might  have  -a  private  advamtage. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  it  was  not  itow  rcgtilar  to  enter 
into  the  queftion  of  -duties.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
would-be  the  proper  ftage.  It  was  admitted, .  that  the  prote^on 
given  to  trade  w:as  fo  greftt,  that  Governmeht  had  a  ri^  to  call 
i]pon  individuals  not  to  expofe  themfdves  to  be  captured  by'  the 
enemy.     Upon  this  (imple  ground  the  queftion  flood.  * 

'  Mr.  HOBHOUSEin  explanation  faid,  that  be  had  been  mif 
quoted,  when  he  Was  charged  with  having  declared,  ^at  the  trade 
ifi  he  country  had  not  been  furniQied  with  convoys  adequate  to  its 
defence.  The  fatS  was,  that  he  faaid^iven  no  opinion  at  all  iipon 
that  point.  '  He  had  only  urged  as  an  Mrgumentum  ai  homines^  nuk 
0iofe  who  laid  on  additional  "duties  <<  for  the  farther  protedion  of 
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trsde,"  nuift  nscefltri^  be  ofiopinion  that  ieftinds  in  need  of  greater 
yto(t^to&  dian  it  hat  hitherto  received* 

Mr.  BRYAN  EDWARDS  thougbl  that  the  words  ^  from 
^  ports  of  this  kingdon/'  ought  to  be  iaferted«  as  it  would  be  im- 
possible  the  (hips  in  the  colonies  (faould  wait  for  a  licence  from  die 
Aitoiral^. 

Mr.  ROSE  replied,  that  it  was  intended  to  delegate  the  jurifdic-^ 
tion  la  the  Courts  abroad ;  and  therefore  he  hoped  the  mo|ion  would 
1^  Ciiifiered  to  ftand.as  it  was. 

The  lefolution  was  then  read  and  agreed  to* 

The  Houfe  being  refuoaed, 

Mr.  ROSE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into 
a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  thought,  as-  the  Committee  had  been  already 
deferred  from  day  t6  day,  on  account  of  the  abfence  of  thc'Chancel- 
lor  of  the  Exchequer,  it  ought  again  to  be  poAponed  ;  but  if  it  was 
ififended  ta  go  into  the  Committee,  he  wiihed  to  know  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Rofe)  would  go  into  an  explanation  of 
the  meafure  ?  . 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  it  was  certainly  his  intention  to  proceed  and 
ftate  the  grounds  of  the  meafore,  and  he  could  only  fay,  that  again 
%nd  again  there  would  be  opportunities  of  difcufling  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  it  was  not  regi/lar  to  difcufs  what  might 
be  done  in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  In  that  Com- 
ssittee,  ajny  Member  might  propofe  any  Ways  and  Means.  ,  In  a 
Comn^ittee  of  fo  general  a  nature,  the  Houfe  was  not  pledged 
to  aoy  thing.  If  it  had  been  a  Committee  for  a  particular  pur- 
pofe,  the  queAion  might  be  debated  before  the  Houfe  went  into  a 
CiOiTimittee. 

Sir  F.  BARING  was  beginning  to  argue  againft  the  impods  to 
be  pcopbfed  in  the  Committee,  when 

Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  the  Houfe  could  have  no 
cqgnixance  of  what  was  intended  to  be  done  in  that  Committee. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  obferved,  that  as  notica  of  particular  bufinefs 
l^d  been  given  in  t^his  Committee,  he  wiflied  to  know  whether, 
t^on  fuch  notice,  the  Houfe  was  not  entitled  to  hear  the  grounds  for 
the  propofition  ? 

Mr.  ;9i%i&K£R  faid,  notice  was  matter  of  courtefy,  and  not 
of  form.   ' 

Mr.  ROSE  then  movqd,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  refolve  itfelf  intQ 
aCofnmittoe  of  Ways  and  Means. 
*  The  l^mfo  baviiig  refolved  it&lf  into  a  Committeej 
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Mr.  ROSE  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  dutieft 
which  he  meant  to  propofe:  he  (hould.ftate  (hortly  the  grounds 
upon  which*  he  meant  t©  propofe  them,  which  he  could  not,  with- 
any  degree  of  regularity,  have  done  in  the  former  Committee.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when  opening  the   Budget  to  the 
Houfe,  and  ftating  the  Ways  and  Means,  took  credit  for  varioud 
fum$,  and,  among  others,  for  a  fum  to  be  produced  by  the  duties 
and  regulations  he  was  now  about  to  propofe.      It  had  been  univer- 
fally  admitted,  that  th»  trade  of  this  country  had  received  the  moft 
ample  prote<^ion   from  the  care  and  vigilance  of  the  Admiralty ; 
and  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  its  profperity,  arifing  from^ts  fecurity,  that 
he  thought  it  might   fuftain  fome  fmall  additional   duty  without 
Injury.      In  ftatjng  to  the  Committee  the  manner  in  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  lay  6n  thefe  duties,  and  the  extent  of  them,  he  (hould  begin 
fitft  with  the  exports.     The  firft  intention  that   prevailed,  Ws^s  to 
Uy  a  duty  of  two  and  half  per  cent,  upon  all  imports  and  exports, 
with  fome  exceptions  ;  but  reprefcntations  have  been  made  by  bodies 
of  merchants  and  manufadlurers,  ftadng  that  there  was  a  degree  of 
competition  exifting  in  the  European  markets,  which  would  render 
it  highly  injurious  to  lay  on  fo  large  a  duty  upon  goods  deftined  for 
markets^  becaufe,  in  many  inftances,  it  might  enable  foreigners  ta 
underfell  us.     The  propriety  and  truth  of  thefe  (tatements  being 
obvious,  it  was  now  his  intention,  inAead  of  propofing  a  duty  of 
two  and  half  per  cent.,  to  propofe  a  duty  of  one- half  per  cent,  upon 
Britiiji  goods  exported   to  European  markets.      With  refpeft  to 
goods  fcnt  to  America,  gr  the  Weft  Indies,  he  (hould  propofe  a 
higher  duty,  becaufe  there  was  no  danger  of  any  competition,  or  of 
our  being    underfold.     The   duty  which  he  (hould  proppfe  upon 
goods  exported  to  America  and  to  the  Weft  Indies,  was  two  per 
cent.     Upon  goods  exported  to  Ireland,  he  (hould  !not  propofe  any 
duty  whatever ;  nor  upon  goods  exported  to  the  Eall  Indies,  becaufe 
it  would  fall  entirely  upon  the  Company.     The  amount  of  this 
duty  upon  exports /to  European  markets,   he  (hould  eftimate  at 
256,000!.,  including , fome  regulations  refpeding  fugar  and  coffee. 
With  refpc£t  to  the  imports,  he  meant  to  propofe  a  greater  duty, 
viz.  one  of  three  per  cent.     With  regard  to  the  imports  from  the 
Eaft  Indies,  he  meant  that  the  duty  (hould  fall  uponthofe  articles 
vbich  came  in  competition  with  our  own  manufaSures,  fuch  as 
cotton,  &c.     With  refped  to  fugar  and  coffee,  articles  which  were 
xe-exported,   this  addition  would  not  be  prejudicial,   bec^Ufe  there 
was  no  danger  of  any  competition  with  us  as  to  thefe  articles  in  the 
European  market.     The  whole  of  thefe  duties,  including  the  one* 
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half  percent,  upon  articles  exported  to  European  markets,  he  cal- 
culated would  produce  a  fum  of  i,i  yOy^ool.  In  addition  to  this^ 
he  had  to  propofe  a  duty  upon  tonnage,  whether  Britiih  or  foreign^ 
varying  in  amount  according  to  the  place  of  dcAination.  This  duty 
heeftimated  would  produce  a  fum  of  2o8>oool.9  which,  added  to 
the  other  fum  which  he  had  before  ftated,  as  arifing  from  the  duties 
on  exports  and  imports,  would  amount  to  about  i>378900oL  The 
Committee  would  perceive  that  this  fum  was  (hort  of  that  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  edii^atcd  when  fpeaking  on 
this  fnbje^  on  a  former  occafion.  The  reafon  of  this  deficiency 
was,  that  the  addition  of  one- half  per  cent,  upon  goods  imported^ 
that  is  to  fay,  making  it  three  per  cent,  inftead  of  two  and  half  per 
cent,  as  at  firft  intended,  did  not  make  up  the  deficiency  arifing  from 
the  dedu6iion  that  had  been  made  in  the  duty  upon  articles  exported 
to  the  European  markets.  This  was  fliortly  thb  ftatement  he  had 
to  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the  Committee.  He  felt  the  utmoft  * 
pleafure  in  being  able  to  (late,  that  as  far  as  this  fubjedl  had  been 
oonfidered,  (and  it  had  received  much  confideration  from  both  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers),  it  had  met  with  general  approbation.  It 
was  not  apprehended  that  the  impofition  of  thefe  duties  would  (o 
afkSt  the  price  of  articles  as  to  enable  foreigners  to  underfell  us. 
The  only  uneafinefs  that  was  felt  was,  with  refpeift  to  the  European 
markets ;  but  the  duty  impofcd  upon  articles  exported  to  them  was 
fo  extremely  fmall,  that,  in  h&,  it  would  amount  to  nothing  more 
than  the  mere  enregiftering  the  articles. 

Under  all  thefe  cireumdances,  when  the  Committee  confidered 
the  arduous  fituation  in  which  the  country  was  now  placed,  and  the 
exertions  which  all  defcriptions  of  people  were  called  upon  to  make 
for  the  general  fafety  ;  when  they  confidered  the  great  advantages 
arifing  from  the  fyfiem  of  raifing  a  large  part  of  the  fupplies  within 
Ac  year,  he  hoped  they  would  agree  with  the  refolutions  which  he 
(hould  now  propofe  for  laying  on  thefe  duties,  particularly  as  they 
would  not  in  any  degree  affed  the  trade  of  the  country.  The  refo- 
lutions were  exceedingly  numerous  ;  the  reafon  why  th*v  were  fo, 
was,  beeaufe  it  was  the  wi(h,of  the  merchants  that  the  rates  fhould 
be  as  fpecific  as  poflfible.  The  rates  were  fent  to  merchants  in 
vailous  parts  for  their  confideration,  and  they,  a6)uated  by  that 
furnefs  and  candour  which  always  governs  the  condpdl  of  Briti(h 
merchants,  had,  in  many  infiances,  added  to  the  rates.  He  had 
now  (hortly  ftated  this  fubjedt  to  the  Committee — He  had  only 
lo  repeat,  that  the  future  fiages  of  this  bufinefs  would  afford  innu- 
merable opportunities  for  difcufiion  ;  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  gen- 
tlemen would  not  give  them  any  oppoficion  at  prefcnt. 
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Mr;  WYAN  EDWARDS  iaid^  the  heaouv^k  gendkmam 
T^ad  talked  of* meetings,  and  of  this  meafure  having  met  vtth  geiie-< 
:(al  approhatioQ  fiona  the  merchants ;  this'' might  bf^  and  he  had  na 
-cjpubt  was  true,  as  lar  as  related  to  merchants  in  this  country ;  hue 
he  wift^  to  know  whether  the  .W«(l- India  Planters,  who  impocCed 
tft  tlie  value  of  eight  millibns  annually  into  this  country,  had  been 
^onfulted,  or  had  (ignifiod  their  approbation  of  this  mea&iDe.  Sa 
fiir  ffon>  having  given  any  approbation  to  the  meafure,  they  did  not 
even  know  of  it.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in  fpeaking  of  Aa 
articiea  upoh  which  duties  were  to  be  laid,  had  not  eKplaiaed 
t)om  the  Tarif  wa&  to  be  taken*-*  whether  it  was  to  be  taken  at  the 
scg^uhu  ptice,  or  whether  the  price  was  to  be  taken  froxjn  the  Infpec^ 
lefTgeneraVs  Book-r-Tho  Committee  muft  be  aware  that  (ince  tho 
tiene  q(  King  William,  there*  had  been  a  regular  fixed  price  upon 
difibrent  articles  enliered  in  the  Infpedlor-general's  Book  :  the  prices 
in  thia  book  always  renuined  the  fame,  whatever  the  real  price  oS 
the  article  might  be.  He  was  therefcns  very  anxious  to  know  whe«« 
*  th^r  the  Tarif  was  to  be  upon  the  InfpeSor's  price,  or  upon  the 
current  pricei  becaufe  it  would  makQ  a  moft  material  fltiffcfence. 
He  would  take,  for  inftance,  the  article  of  cofieOi  Thp  price  q£ 
this  article  was  in  the  Infpe£ior's  Book  1 4  guineas  per  cwt.  Nowr 
the  prefent  piee  of  the  article  was  not  above  half  that ;  fo  that  if 
ihe  d\)ty  was  laid  on  according  to  the  loljpedor's  book,  cofl^e  would 
aSjua%  pay  a  double  duty.  Another  coniideration  that  firuck 
him,  as  being  of  confiderable  importance,  was»  that  many  articles 
were  imported  and  then  exported,  and  if  this  duty  was  to  be  paid 
hoth  upop  importation  and  upon  re-exportation,  it  would  increafa 
the  price  of  thefe  articles  very  considerably  indeed,  and  trade  muft 
abiolutely  (ink  under  it.  As  to  the  duty  which  the  honours^le  gen-« 
tleman  had  fpoften  of  refpe^ing  tonnage,  he  (hould  only  ohferve^ 
that  any  increafe  upon  the  freight  muft  increafe  the  price  of  die 
gpods  ;  therefore  it  would  be  in  fa£t  a  tax  upon  the  goods,  under 
the  name  of  a  duty  upon  tonnage.  Thefe  were  the  few  obfervations 
^hich  occurred  to  him  upon  the  moment ;  he  was  aftoniflied  tho 
honourable  gentleman  (hould  bring  this  bufinefs  forward  in  fo  thin 
aHoufe  ;  he  hoped  he  would  not  perfift  in  it  at  prefent,  but  that 
he  would  give  fanher  time  for  confidcration,  before  he  called  upon 
the  Committee  to  vote  the  refolutions. 

Mr..  ROSE  obferved,  that  widi  refpeA  to  thoTe  refolutions  hav- 
ing met  with  the.gcneral  concurrence  of  the  merchants,  he  did  not 
mean  to  fay  that  they  had  met  with  univerfal  concurrence.  He* 
could  not  have  been  underftood  to  have  fpoken  in  fuch  ftrong  terms. 
^  U  he  faid  was^  that  the  Committee  of  MerchanfSy  who  had  confi-» 


^ercd  this  fuAg^ft,  I|afl  ||imi  their  apprebttidli  to  lr»  A»to  the 
Tarif  of  the  (hties,  it  certainly  was  not  to  be  founded  trpofi  tfie 
prices  contained  in  t)ie  {nfpe^^or-generars  Book*  A  valuation  bid 
be^n  made  eslprefsly  ibr  thh  p^rpofe,  by  a  gentlemian  of  fretit  induflty 
ind  accuracy  ;  this  valuation  had  been  fubmitled  to  the  nnferchanei, 
trho  had  veiy  fairly  addbd  to  it  in  foitie  inffances,  and  dimlnifhed  it 
k\  otbere.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  felefted  the  ^tticlt  bf 
eoiRie,  and  had  faid,  that  if  the  doty  wa$  laid  on  aeicol'ding  to  the 
price  in  the  InfpeiSor-generars  Book,  the  duty  would  be  double; 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  muft  know  that  coiPee  was  the  mAj 
ttttkk,  die  price  <^  which  was  higher  in  the  time  of  King  Willialn 
than  at  {irefent.  The  hdnourable  gentleman  had  aiked,  wh»thbr 
goods  wMch  wire  imported,  and  than  i^-exported,  Wfcre  to  pay  both 
duties  ?  His  anfwer  to  this  was>  that,  with  the  etcceptfon  of  fug|^ 
jtftid  cofiee,  th^  were  riot ;  and  the  reafon  for  excepting  ihefe  atticles 
^wts,  that  there  was  no  danger  of  any  other  people  being  kbie  to  t]h- 
derfell  ds. 

Shr  F.  BARING  confeffed  he  entenained  a  mo)rt  hwdaiMc 
o^nrion  of  thfis  meafulre^'  than  he  did  when  Yic  firit  eame  4nt6  the 
Houfe.  Some  modifications  had  already  been  made  in  the  plan» 
and  he  hoped,  that  in  future  itages  of  it  other  modifications  wotdd 
be  adopted,  if  the  propriety  of  them  could  be  proved  h)  \\r  reaJToh- 
ing.  He  had  obferved  that  thefe  duties  would  fall  very  heavy  upon 
good^  fent  to  America  ;  this,  he  thought  rather  impolitic^  faeeaale 
America  was  aft  prefent  our  beft  ctiAoit^er.  He  would  not|  how- 
ever, detain  t!he  Houfe  with  entering  into  any  detailed  bbjci^ns  to 
the  ineafure  at  prefent ;  he  (tioiAd  only  fay  a  wol'd  Or  two  u^  #^e 
general  principle.  The  trade  of  this  country  Was  yio#  called  updn 
^pay  a  very  laf^  tax  ;  but  before  the  Committee  agrised  to  itj  they 
fliould  recollect,  that  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  op^fted 
his  iirft  budget  in  November,  he  ftated  what  would  be  neceflfary  for 
fhe  fupplies  of  the  year  ;  that^when  he  opened  his  fccond  budget,  he 
iftated  that  the  eftinfiate  for  the  army  was  fhort  of  the  fum  that  would 
be  necel&iy  by  two  mitliofn^  and  a  half ;  that  the  efiimate  for  the 
mvy  was  thort  by  900,0001.  Now  it  appearisd  to  him  as  Uflifair  to 
iaill  Upon  the  foreign  commerce  d(  the  country  to  iupply  fo  large  a 
part  of  that  deficiency,  as  it  woidd  be  to  call  upon  any  one  town  to 
t^ty  a  gteat  deal  mote  than  its  fait  proportion  of  the  general  taxes  of 
the  country.  With  refpcift  to  the  continuance  of  thefe  duties,  he 
wifhed  to  know  whether  they  were  to  continue  after  the  War  ? 

Mr.  ROSE  faid  this  was  ctAtamly  a  war  tax,  and  confequcittly 
would  cca&  with  the  war. 
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Mn  PEEL  faid,  this  meafure,  when  firft  fuggefted,  had  excited 
very  confiderable  alarniy  and  he  was  inflrufled  to  oppofe  it ;  but 
uppn  more  full  confidcration,  the  opinions  of  mercantile  men  were 
more  favourable  to  it.     He  then  proceeded  to  fpeak  of  the  high  ftate 

.  of  our  trade,  which,  upon  an  average  netted  to  the  country.  7  5  per 
cent.  He  hoped  there  was  but  one  fpirit  throughout  the  country, 
with  rcfpeft  to  the  exertions  we  were  now  called  upon  to  make  ;  he 
hoped  we  (hould  all  ad  with  one  hand  and  one  heart  to  prevent  the 

;  enemy  from  making  any  impreffion  upon  us,  and  he  was  fure  they 
never  could  make  any  impreffion  upon  the  country  while  it  was  una- 
nimous«      He  had  the  greateft  confidence  in  the  abilities  and  in  the 

^.  integrity  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  ;   he  would  willingly  place  the 

.  refources  of  the  country  in  their  hands,  becaufe  he  was  fure  they 
would  be  honcftly  and  judicioufly  applied. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  it  was  his  misfortune  not  to  have  fo  fii- 

;  vpurable  an  opinion  of  the  tCing's  Minifters  as  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  ;  therefore  he  (hould  be  rather  cautious  how  he  trufied 

.  the  refources  of  the  country  in  their  hands.     With  refpeft  to  the 

.  meafurc  now  propofed,  he  would  fairly  fay,  he  wats  not  prepared  at 

.  prefent  to  give  an  opinion  upon  it.  He  hoped  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  print  his  refolutions ;  and  if  he  found  that,  upon 
full  confideration,  thofe  whofc    interefts    were   moft   afFc6ted   by 

<  the  meafure  were  not  hoftile  to  it,  he  certainly  ftiould  not  op- 
pofe it. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  nothing  could  be  more  candid  than  what 

,  had  fallen  from  the  hoi^ourable  gentleman  ;  it  certainly  was  his  with 
to  have  thefe  refolutions  printed,  in  order  that  they  might  undergo 
the  fulled  coniideration.  » 

The  refolutions  were  then  agreed  to,  and  the  report  ordered 
to  be  received  to-moFrow.  ^  '         . 

Thurfdayy  May  17. 

REPORT  from  the  COMMITTEE  of  the  whole  HOUSE, 
towkom  it  was  referred  to  confider  farther  of  Ways  and  Means 
for  raifing  the  Supply  granted  to  HIS  MAJESTY,  J&visy.i/]^  die 
Mali   1798.  ^ 

N.  B.  Up  to  No.  212  inclufivc,  of  the  following  enumerated 
articles,  there  is  an  exception  from  the  duty  in  favour  of  imports  by 
the  Eaft-Io^ia  Company. 
I   Resolved,  That  it  X^  opinion  of  this  Committee^ 
that  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  Hi? 
,        Majefty  there  be  charged  upon  every  one  bun-   , 
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dred  weight  of  bitter  almonds  imported  into  jC.  x.   d* 
this  kingdom  other    than  by  the  Eaftrlndia 
Company,  a  duty  of  one  JhiWng  and  ten-pence, 
a  Upon  every  cwt,  of  Jordan  almonds  ^      *     o     5    lo* 

3   Ditto  of  any  other  fort  of  almonds  0^5 

if,  Ditto  of  aloes  tjatica  -  -  030 

5  Dirto  of  aloes  fuccotina  -  -  040 

6  Ditto  of  roch  alum  "       -  -  o.     o   1 1 

7  Upon  every  barrel  of  anchovies,  containing   i61b. 

of  fi(h  -  .  -  o      I      2X 

2 

8  Upf)n  every  cwt*  of  nnni feeds  -    '  o      I    10 

9  Dirto  t)f  Anojelica  roots  -  -  016 
Xo    Ditto  of  An  not  to               -                    -                    o    18      o 

11  Ditto  of.  anrimonium  crudum  '01      2-^ 

12  Ditto  of  aqua- fortis     .               -■                    -  o      2      8^ 

1 3  Ditto  of  argol                    -                    -  .0110 

14  Dirto  of  aifenic               -                      -  o      I    10 

15  Ditto -of  pearl  afhes               -                     -  014 

16  Di<to  of  pot  afhes          *     -    '                    •  o      I      2 

17  Ditto  of  alfafoetida               -                    -  046 

18  Upon  every  lb.  of  artificial  balfam               -  o      o  '    2|- 

19  Ditto  of  balfam  copaive               -               -  003 

20  Ditto  of  natural  balfam               -                   -  cot 

21  Upon  every  cwt.  of  barilla            »        -  o      I      6 

22  Upon  every  lb.  of  cortex  Peruvianus  or  Jefuits  bark  001 

23  Upm  every,  cwt.  of  oak  bark                 -  o      o*     2 

24  Dittct  of  bay  berries               -                    -   .  o      o    I  o 

25  Ditto  of  bound  books       .        -       *          -  094 

26  Ditto  of  unbound  books                    .-  0.48 

27  U^pon  every. grofs  of  ncft  boxes  containing  twelve 

*dozen  nef^s,  each  nefl  containing  eight  boxes    o      I    10 

28  Upon  every  jyrofs  of  pill  boxes  containing  twelve 

dozen  nefts,  each  neft  containing  four  boxes       o      I      2-|* 

29  Upon  evfry  grofs  of  fand  boxes  containing-  twelve       ,     * 

do2;en  boxes  -  -  a     o      4 

30  Upon  every  ton  containing  20  cwt.  of  Brazil  wood  280 

31  Upon  every  cwt.  of  briniAon.e  —  o      o      9 

32  Upon  every  i  2lbs.  of  rough  or  undreft  briftles  005 

33  Upon  every  cwt.  of  great  bugle  -  070 
34'Ditto  of  gambogium  or  gutta  gambia  090 
35'  Upon, every  lb.  of  refined  camphire  o     01^ 

36  Ditto  of  Unrefined  camphire  00      1^ 

37  Ditto  of  wax  candles  -  -  001 
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38  Upon  every  lb.  of  cantharidcs  -—  ©07 

39  Upon  every  cwt.  of  capers  -  -  036 

40  Upon  every  lb.  of  cardemons  .  —  001 
>H  Upon  every  cwt.  of  caffia  fiftula  -  0*14 
4a  Upon  every  lb.  of  caflja  lignea              -  o     o      i 

43  Ditto  of  caftorum  -  -  oca 

44  Upon  every  cwt.  of  cheefe  -  o     o   1 1  ^ 

45  Upon  every  lb.  of  Cinnainon  -  004^ 

46  Ditto  of  cloves  -  .     -  002— 

47  Ditto  of  cochineal  -  -  o     o   10 

48  Upon  cvtry  cwt.  of  cocoa  nuts  —  029 

49  Ditto  of  coffee  .  -  -  034 

50  Ditto  of  green  copperas    .  -  -  00a 

5 1  Ditto  of  white  copperas  -  o      i      6 

52  Upon  every  ton,  containing  20  cwt.  of  .cordage  118 

53  UpOrt  every  cwt.  of  cork  -  -  007 

54  Ditto  of  cream  of  tartar         -  -  034 

55  Ditto  of  currants  -  -  o      i      2-^ 

56  Ditto  oC  down  -  —  066 

57  Ditto  of  elephants  teenth  — *  p   15     o 

58  Ditto  of  feathers  for  beds  •  054 

59  Ditto  of  figs  -  -  .    -  o.     1    IQ 

60  Upon  every. ton,  containing  20  cwt.  of  rough  or,  un- 

dreffed  flax  i      8      9 

61  Upon  every  cwt.  of  fuftick  -  0*07 

62  Ditto  of  galls    '  -  .      ^       -  ,  041 

63  Ditto  of  gentian  -  -'  019 

64  Ditto  of  ginger  -  -  o      i      6 

65  Ditto  of  ginfang  -  -  ,  050 

66  Ditto  of  gum  arabic  -  -  030 

67  Ditto  of  gum  ammoniac  -  -  o   10   lo 

68  Ditto  of  gum  copal  -    *^  -  076 

69  Ditto  of  gum  guaci              -                   •  o      7      q 
7  o  Ditto  of  gum  fenega              -                  -  0410 
71  Upon  every  lb.  of  gum  tragacanth  o     o      i-^ 
7  2  Upon  every  cwt.  of  cow  or  ox  hair  o      I      6  - 
7  3  Upon  every  lb.  of  horfe  hair               -  0     0      1 

74  Ditto  of  human  hair  -  •  o      p      2 

75  Upon  every  dozen  of  bafs  or  ftraw  hats  or  bonnets  003 
7  6  Ditto  of  chip,  cane,  or  horfe- hair  caps  or  bonnets      003 

•77  Upon  every  ton,  containing  20  cwt.  of  rough  or 

undreiTed  hemp  --  .  ^^93 
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78  Upon  every  horfc  hide  ^—  005^ 

79  Upon  every  lb.  of  lofli  hides  -  001 

80  Upon  every  cow  or  ox  hide  •  005 

8 1  Upon  every  cwt.  of  indico,  the  produce  of  the 

Britifh  plantations  ^   ^5     ^ 

82  Ditto  of  indico,  of  the   produce  of  the  United 

States  of  America  010'    o 

83  Ditto  of  indico  of  any  other  place  -  i      a     6 

84  Upon  every  ton,  containing  20  cwt,  of  iron  in  bar 

or  unwrought  o   i  o   i  o 

85  Upon  every  cwt.  of  ifinglafe  059 

86  Ditto  of  juniper i)erries  •  o     o   lo 

87  Ditto  of  black  lead  -  -007 

88  Ditto  of  white  lead              -  ->  010 

89  Upon  every  1,000  lemons  -  03a 

90  Upon  every  half  piece,  containing  fix  ells  and  a 

half,  of  cambrics  and  French  lawns,  other 

than  by  the  Eaft-India  Company  014 

91  Upon  every  120  ells  of  Dutch  barras  and  Heflfens 

-  canvas  023 

92  Upon  ditto,  of  packing  canvas,  guttings,  fpruce, 

Elbing  or  Queenfborough  canvas  016 

93  Upon  ditto*of  drilling  and  pack  duck  050 

94  Upon- ditto  of  plain  Flanders  or  Holland.  linen, 

not  exceeding  one  ell  or  one-eigth  of  an  ell       0x4     5 

95  Upoo  ditto  of  German,  Switzerland,  Eaft  Country 

(except  RufTia),  and  Silelia  pl^iin  cloth,  not 
above  the  breadth  of  thirty-one  inches  and 
a  half.  030 

96  Upon  ditto  of  ditto  above  the  breadth  of  thirty- 

one  inches  and  half,  and  not  exceeding  thirty- 
fix  inches  0,6     7 

97  Upon  ditto  of  ditto   above  thirty-fix  inches  in 

breadth  '       -  o   10     3 

98  Upon  every  piece,  .not  exceeding  eight  yards  in 

length,  of  Silefia  and  all  other  plain  lawns  (ex- 
cept French  laws)  not  bleached  in  Holland     p     o     4 

99  Upon  ditto,  not  exceeding  ditto,  of  ditto  bleached 

in  Holland  005^ 

100  Upon  every  one  hundred  and  twenty  ells  of  tow- 

elling or  napkinning  of  the  manufafture  of 

Y  2 
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Ruffia,  not  exceeding  twenty-two  inches  and  a 
half  in  bpeadth  v  '^  o      i'   lo 

10^  Upon  every  one  hundred  and  twenty  ells  of  nar- 
row Ruffia  linen,  not  otherwife  enumerated, 
not  exceeding  twenty- two  inches  and  a  half 
in  breadth      "^ '  ,  o      I      4-| 

102  Upon  ditto ^of  linen  cloth  and  diaper  of  Ruffia, 

exceeding  twenty-two  inches  and  a  half  in 
breadth,  and  hot  exceeding  thirty-one  inches 
and  half  ^      3      7 

103  Upon  ditto  of  ditto  exceeding  thirty-one  inches 

and  a  half  in  breadth,  and  not  exceeding  thirty- 
fix  inches  051 

1 04  Upon  ditto  of  ditto  exceeding  thirty-fix  inches  in 

breadth,  and  not *excecding  forty- five  ^incheis      064 

105  Upon  ditto  of  ditto  exceeding   forty- five  inches 

in  breadth  o    i  o    i  o 

106  Upon  every  ton  containing  20  cwt.  of  logwood  073 

107  Upon  every  lb.  of  mace  -  o      o    11 

108  Upon  every  cwt.  of  muUmadder  00      3 

109  Ditto  of  any  other  fort  of  madder  02      a 

I I  o   Ditto  of  madder  roots  -   '  023 

III  Upon  every  ton  containing  20  cwt.  of  mahogany  o   10    10 
I J  2  Upon  every  lb.  of  manna  -  o      5      9 

113  Upon  every  hundred    containing  five  fcore  of 

mats,  the  produce  of  Ruffia  -               olio 

114  Upon  every  cwt.  of  melaffcs  -               010 

115  Upon  every  lb.  of  morels  -                    ©02 

116  Upon  every  cwt.  of  myrrh  -               .076 

117  Upon  every  lb.  of  nutmegs  -                  o      o    1 1 

118  Upon  every  bufhel  of  chefnuts  -           00.3 

1 19  ^  pitto  of  fmall  nuts  -  -  o     ^      5*2 

120  Upon  every  gallon  of  caftor  oil  -  007 

121  Upon  every  ton,  containing  252  gallons,  of  or- 

dinary oil  of  olives  -  -  1172 

122  Upon  every  hundred  gallons  of  fallad  oil  o    18      o 

123  Upon  every  ton,  containing  252  gallons  of  fper- 

maceti  oil  ^  280 

124  Ditto,  containing   252   gallons  of  train  oil,  or 

'  blubber  of  fifli  oil,  not  otherwife  enumerated      o    16   i  o  " 

125  Upon  every  cwt.  of  olibanum  or  inccnfc .  o      i    i  o 

126  Upon  every  lb.  of  opium  -  012^ 
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27  Upon  every  thoufand  of  oranges  •  ' 

28  Upon  every  cwt.of  orchella  * 

29  Ditto  of  pearl  barley,  or  barley  hulled 

30  Ditto  of  long  pepper 

3 1  Upon  every  piSure  of  four  feet  fquare  or  upwards  2 

32  Ditto  of  two  feet  fquare  and  under  four  feet 

33  Ditto  under  two  feet  fquare 

34  Upon  every  cwt.  of  Pimento 

35  Upon  every  laft,  containing  twelve  barrels,  each 

barrel  not  exceeding  thirty-ohc  gallons  and  a 
half,  of  pitch 

36  Upon  every  ounce  Troy  of  plate  wrought  of  gold 

37  Ditto  of  ill ver  plate  ungilt 

38  Ditto  of  filver  plate,  part  gilt  - 

39  Ditto  of  filver  plate,  gilt 

40  Upn  every  cwt.  of  dried  plumbs 

41  Ditto  of  prunes  - 

42  Upon  every  lb.  of  quickfilver 

43  Upon  every  thoufand  of  goofe  quills 

44  Upon  every  ton,  containing  20  cwt.  of  rags  fit 

only  to  make  paper 

45  Upon  every  cwt.  of  Denia  raifins 

46  Ditto  of  Faro  raifins 

47  Ditto  of  Lipra  or  Belvidere  faifins 

48  Ditto  of  Lexia  raifins 

49  Ditto  of  Smyrna  raifins  • 

50  Ditto  of  raifins  of  the  fun 

51  Ditto  of  all  other  raifins,   not    ofherwife  enu- 

merated .-  - 

5^2  Upon  every  lb.  of  rhubarb 

53  Upon  every  cwt.  of  rice 

54  Ditto  of  rofin 

55  Ditto  of  facrumfaturni 

56  Ditto  of  fafflower     -         -  - 

57  For  every  lb.  of  faflron 

58  Upon  every  wey,  containing  forty  bufhels  of  fait 

59  Upon  every  cwt.  of  fait  petre 

60  Ditto  of  farfaparilla  -  ' 

61  Upon  every  lb.  of  fcammony  '■    - 

62  Upon  every  cwt.  of  carroway  feed 

63  Ditto  of  clover  feed         *  -   , 

64  Upon,  every  buftiel  of  linfeed 
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65  Upon  every  cwt.  of  muftard  feed  005 

66  Ditto  of  onion  feed  -  -  *  o     3   ii 

67  Upon  every  quarter,  containing  eight  bufhels. of 

rape  feed  -  •  012 

68  Upon. every  lb.  of  fcna  -  001 

69  Upon  every  cwt.  of  (humack  -  008 

70  Upon  every  lb.  containing  (ixteen  ounces  of  "raw 

filk  of  Turkey  -  '-  •  o     o     5-| 

71  Ditto,  containing  ditto  of  any  other  country  00     6 

72  Ditto,  containing  fixteen  ounces  of  thrown  filk  007 

73  Ditto,  containing  fixteen  ounces  of  wafte  filk  o     o      i^ 

74  Upon  every  hundred,  containing  five  fcore  of  kid 

fkins  in  the  hair,  undreflTed  032 

75  Ditto,  containing  fix  fcore  of  lamb  (kins  in  the 

wool,  undreflcd  -  -  o      3      ^ 

76  Upon  every  cwt.  of  fmalts  -  040 

7  7   Upon  every  gallon  of  brandy  -  002^ 

78  Ditto  of  geneva  -  -  o     o      i;^ 

79  Upon  every  hundred  gallons  of  rum  o   15     o 

80  Upon  every  gallon  of  all  other  fpirits,  not  other- 

wife  enumerated  or  defcribed  o     o     2^ 

81  Upon  every  lb ^  of  fuccades  -  o     o      i^ 

82  Upon  every  cwt.  of  fugar  —  o     I    10 

83  Ditto  of  tallow  -  —  016 

84  Ditto  of  tamarinds  -  •  o     o   10 

85  Upon  every  laft,  cpntaining  twelve  barrels,  each 

barrel  not  exceeding  thirty-one  gallons  and  a 

half  of  tar  -      .  -  ^  %  7      3 

86  Upon  every  cwt.  of  tobacco  —  026 

87  Upon  every  lb.  of  tortoifefliell  —  064 

88  Upon  every  ton,'  containing  20  cwt.  of  tow  oil      5 

89  Upon  every  lb.  of  truffles  -^  002-^ 

90  Upon  every  hundred  lb.  of  turtperic  023 

9 1  Ditto  of  common  turpentine  -  o     ^     5  5 

92  Ditto  of  valonia  -  -  009 

93  Ditto  of  common  verdigreafc  -  069 

94  Ditto  of  chryftallized  verdigreafe  o      7    , 6 

95  Ditto  of  Vermillion  -  -003 

96  Ditto  of  bees  wax,  white  or  manufa<5tured  060 

97  Ditto  of  bees  wax  manufadtured  049 

98  Upon  every  ton,    coniaining    250   gallons  of 

French  wine  -       .  «  3   10     6 
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199  Upon  every   ton,   containing    250  gallons  of 

Madeira  wine  -  -  310 

200  Ditto,  containing  ditto  of  Portugal  wine  i      6   ,6 

201  Ditto,  containing'ditto  of  Rhcnifl),  German,  or 

Hungary  wine      '  -  -  3180 

aot  Ditto,  containing  ditto  of  Spani(h  wine  I    i  a     o 

203  Ditto,  containing  ditto  of  wine,  not  otherwife 

enumerated  or  defcribed  I    12     o 

304  Upon  every  cwt.  of  cotton  wool,  of  the  growth 

or  production  of  Turkey  040 

205  Ditto  of  ditto  of  the  growth  or  produdlion  of  any 

of  the  Briti(h  colonics  .      -  ®     5     3 

206  Ditto  of  ditto  of  the  growth  or  production  of 

any  other  country  or  place  076 

207  Ditto  of  Spanifti  wool      ^  —  o   lo     o 

208  Ditto  of  cotton  yarn  — — -  070 

209  Upon  every  lb.  of  mohair  yarn  002 

210  Upon  every  cwt.  of  raw  linen  yarn  030 

211  Ditto  of  yellow  berries  —  041 

212  Ditto  of  the  true  and  real  value  of  all  other 

goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  whatever,  not 
otherwife  particularly  enumerated  or  defcribed 
(except  from  Ireland)  -  300 

213  Upon  every  lool.  of  the  true  and  real  value  of 

all  plain  white  calicoes,  plain  white  dimity, 
plain  muflins,  Nanquin  cloth,  muflins  or 
.  white  callicoes,  flowered  or  ftitched  cotton  ma- 
nufactures, not  otherwife  enumerated  or  dc- 
icribed,  and  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dize, prohibited  to  be  worn  or  ufcd  in  Great 
Britain,  imported  for  exportation  only,  ac- 
cording to  the  grofs  price  at  which  the  fame 
Ihall  have  been  publicly  fold  at  the  fales  of 
the  EaA-India  Company,  without  any  de- 
daClion  therefrom,  except  fo  much  as  the  du- 
ties of  cuftoms  due  and  payable  on  fuch  goods 
refpeftively  (hall  amount  to  -  300 

214  Ditto  of  all  fugar  imported  into  this  kingdom  ac- 

cording to  the  grofs  price  at  which  the  fame 
(hall  be  publicly  fold  at  the  fales  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company '  -  -         3     Q     o 
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215  Upon  every  lool.  of  all  in^ico  and  cotton  wool 

imported  into  this  kingdom,  according  to  the 

grofs  price,  &c.  -  -  3      O      • 

216  Upon  every  cwt.   of  coffee  imported   into  this 

kingdpm  by  the  Eaft-  India  Company  ^34 

217  Ditto  of  cocoa  nuts,  ditto        .       -  •  o      2      9 

21 8  Ditto  of  fugar  unrefined,  not  having  been  im- 

ported by  the  E^ii- India  Company,  and  ex- 
ported from^  this  kingdom  (except  to  Ireland)  o      I      (^^ 

219  Ditto  of   refined   fugar,    called    baAard,    and 

ground  or  powdered  fugar,  and  refined  Joaf 
fugar  broke  in  pieces,  and  all  fugar  called 
candy,  exported  from  this  kingdom  (except 
to  Ireland)     .  -  —   ,  01      6-^ 

220  Ditto  of  all  other  refined  fugar,   exported  from 

this  kingdom  {except  to  Ireland)  026 

221  Ditto  of  coffee,   not  having  been  imported  by 

the  Eaff  India  Company ,x  exported  from  this 

kingdom  (except  to  Ireland)  -  02-9 

22  2  Ditto  of  cocoa  nuts,  ditto  -•  023 

223  Upon  every  locl.  of  the  true  and  real  value  of 
all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufaflure  of  Great 
Britain  (except  refined  fugar)  exported  from 
this  kingdom  (except  to  Ireland  and  the  Eaft 
Indies)  —  '    -  2    10      o 

224.  Ditto  expo?;ted  from  this  kingdom  to  any  part  of 

Europe  (excrpt  to  Ireland)  -  >-  o    lo  .    o 

225  Difto  exportcJ'  from  this  kinc^^'om  (except  to 
Europe,  and  to  any  port  or  pL»ce  within  the 
limits  of  the  charters  granud  to  the  Eaft- 
In.li  I  C<»>np^ny)  ^ 2      O      O 

216  Up<^)n  every  cwt.  of  cocoa  nuts,  having  been  im- 
4/Cirud  into  this  kingdom   ^y  the  Eal>  India 
Gi' .  pM)v,  and  which  ihall  be  exported. from 
tl.is  kinj^tlom  —  —  023 

227  Ditto  of  coffee,  ditto  -—  029 

228  UpoVi  every  cwt.  of  the  true  and   real  value  of 

all   fugar,'    hav'ng  been    irpporctd  into  this   • 
kingdom  by  the  Eaft- India  Company,  accord- 
ing to  the  grofs  price  at  which  fugar  fnali 
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have  been  fold  at  the  public  fales  of  the  faid 
Company,  and  which  fcall  be  exported  from 
this  kingdom  -  -  2  lo     o 

229  Upon  every  ton  burden  of  evqry  fliip  or  veffel 

-  entering  outwards  or  inwards  (except  in  baU- 
laft  to  or  from  Irelatid,  the  iflands  of 
Guemfey,  Jerfey,  Sark,  Aldcrney,  and  Man/ 
and  the  Greenland  Seas)  —    «  006 

230  Upon  ditto?  to  and  from  any  port  or  place  within 

the  Streights  of  Gibraltar  —  016 

231  Upon  ditto    to  or  from  any  port  or  place  in 

Ruflia  or  within  the  Baltic  Sea  o      K      6 

232  Upon  ditto  to  or  from  any  port  or  place  in 

Europe         -  -  — r      -  ©     i      o 

233  Upon  ditto  to  or  from  any  other  port  or  place 

within  the  limits  of  the  charters  granted  to 
the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England 
trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies  -  -  030 

234  Upon  ditto  to  and  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope    &    2     6 

235  Upon  ditto  to  or  from  any  port  or  plac*  in 

Africa,  not  otherwife  enumerated  or  defcribed   o     20 

236  Upon  ditto  to  or  from  the  ifland  of  Newfound- 

land, the  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John^ 

and  the  coaft  of  Labrador  — f-  006 

237  Upon  ditto  to  or  from  any  port  or  place  in  the 

United  States  of  America,  any  Britifh  ifland^ 
colony,  or  plantation  in  America,  or  any  other 
part  of  America,  not  otherwife  defcribed  020 

238  That  the  faid  duties  (hall  be  levied,  collected, 

and  paid,  over  and  above  all  other  duties  now 
paid  or  payable* 


General  TARLETON  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  petition 
from  the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  which  in  the  fpacc  of  three  hours 
received  2,600  fignatures.  It  was  not  meant  againft  the  original 
Slave-carrying  Bill,  the  tendency  of  which  was  fo  generally  ap- 
proved, but  againft  thofq  claufcs  which  went  to  make  the  cubical 
contents  and  fuperficial  extent  between  decks  the  criterion  'of  the 
number  of  flaves,  infiead  of  the  tonnage.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Monday  next. 

Vol.  VL  Z 


tTO  PARLIAMENTARY  [Lords. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON*  the  Houfe 

refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  granting  relief  to 
ftiipowners,  when  a  retrofpedtive  claufe  to  protect  fuch  tranfadtions 
as  occurred  previous  to  the  dccifion  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
in  the  cafe  of  Sthith  v.  Shcppard,  on  the  3d  of  May  1797,  was 
introduced. 

'  The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  oppofed  the  claufe,  as  af- 
fording a  dangerous  prec«d6nt ;  and  wifhed  all  former  contrafls  to 
abide  the  decifion  of  the  la\y  as  it  now  (lands.  He  was  aware  of 
the  hardihips  which  might  afFe£l  certain  individuals,  but  was  afraid 
of  a  precedent  hitherto  jinknown  in  the  law. 

Mr.  PEELE  confidercd  the  fubjcd  to  be  of  great  importance, 
but  was  of  opinion  that,  with  due  deliberation,  the  differences  on 
all  (ides  might  be  reconciled. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  defended  the  propriety  and 
the  juftice  of  the  claufe  ;  after  which  the  Houfe  divided,  when  the 
numbers  were:  For  the  claufe,  51;  Againft  it,  30.  Ma- 
jority 21. 

After  the  difcuffion  of  the  other  claufes,  the  refolutions  were 
agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Fridayy  May  18.  .        , 

The  various  bills  before  the  Hoafe  were  forwarded  in  their  re- 
fpecSive  ftages ;  among  thefe  was  the  EIe6lion- treating  Bill,  to  which 
Lord  GRiENVILLE  thought  it  neceflary  to  call  the  attention  of 
their  Lordfhips.  Though  it  was  one,  he  faid,  that  refpedled  the 
eledlion  of  Members  to  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  yet  from  its 
nature  it  demanded  the  ferious  attention  of  that  Houfe  ;  they  had 
'  a  right  to  do  fo,  and  the  bill  in  queftion  rendered  the  exercife  of  that 
riglit  highly  neceflary.  If  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  to  be  efti- 
mated  by  the  rcfpedlability  of  the  character  of  the  perfon'who  in- 
troduced the  bill  into  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  he  could 
have  no  objediion  to  it.  The  principles  and  charafter  of  that  per- 
fonagc  (Lord  Belgrave)  were  undoubtedly  a  ftrong  recommendation 
to  it,  but  the  meafure  muft  be  confidered  on  other  grounds,  on  its 
own  merits.,  It  was  not  his  intention,  however,  then  to  enter  into 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  but  merely  to  obferve,  that  he  confidered  the 
^rovifions  of  the  bill  as  militating  againft  the  general  tenor  of  the 
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laws  to  which  it  referred— to  every  principle  contained  in  thofc 
laws ;  and,  including  a  fyAem  of  complete  injunSion :  he  was  fony 
to  be  obliged  to  ex'prefs  fuch  an  opinion  of  the  bill,  but  fuch  he 
really  deemed  its  provifions  to  be.  His  wi(h  was,  then  to  appoint 
a  particular  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  when  its  merits 
could  be  regularly  difcuffcd  ;  but  he  thought  it  proper  to  acquaint 
their  ]^ord{hips,  that  he  fhould  deem  it  his  duty,  then  to  move, 
rither  that  the  bill  be  rejedled,  or  its  fecond  reading  deferred  to  a 
diitant  day.  His  Lordlhip  fuggefted  Wedncfday  next  a^  proper 
for  this  difcuflion  ;  and,  as  we  could  collect,  that  day  was  appointed 
by  the  Houfe  for  that  purpofe. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read,  for  fummon]T)g  their  Lord- 
(hips  uppn  the  commitment  of  the  Militia  Officers  Augmentation 
Bill. 

The  Houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  on. this 
bill.  Lord  WALSINGHAM  in  the  chair. 

After  the  preamble,  and  fome  part  of  the  bill  was  difpofed  of, . 

The  Earl  of  CAERNARVON  expreffcd  his  regret  that  he 
fliould  feci  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  any  of  the  mcafures  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government  in  the  prcfent  fituation  of  the  country.  At  a 
period  when  the  patriotic  ^eal  of  its  inhabitants  were  at  the  height, 
and  when  Government  difplayed  more'  vigour  and  activity  than  was 
ever  known  at  any  former  .period,  he  regretted  being  obliged  to 
throw  out  any  thing  that  might  tend  to  damp  the  zeal  of  the  people, 
or  to  clog  the -popular  efforts  of  Adminiftration  ;  but  he  felt  it  hi$ 
duty  to  oppofe,  to  the  beft  of  his  power,  certain  provifions  in  the 
bill  before  their  Lord(hips.  .  It  ftruck  him  generally,  as  part  of 
a  fyftem,  and  ftrongly  marked  with  that  character,  of  affimilating 
the  Militia  force  of.  the  country  to  the  regular  ftanding  army. 
The  forrticr  he  confidered  as  th^  permanent  conftitutional  force  of 
the  country,  and  lefs  conneded  with,  and  dependent  on  the  Crown, 
than  the  Itanding  army.  It  was  originally  placed  by  Parliament 
under  the  command  of  officers  of  landed  property,' who  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  men  of  more  independent  minds.  The  provifions  of 
the  bill  would  operate  as  a  fort  of  fraud  upon  men  of  this  defcrip* 
tion,  and  the  conftitutional  officers  of  the  Militia  forces.  They . 
felt  thertifclves  employed  and  paid  for  particular  and  limited'duties^ 
and  not  for  the  regular  and  uniform  military  routine  to  which  the 
troops  of  the  line  were  defined. 

By  this  bill,  a  fet  and  defcription  of  men  of  whom  they  were  to- 
tally ignorant,  might  be  placed  as  officers  over  their  heads.  [Hi*" 
Lordfliip,  in. this  and  the  fubfequent  part  of  his  fpeech,  dwelt  par-^ 
ticularly  on  tho  claiile  in  the  bill  which  authorized,  in  cafe  a  fuf5- 
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clcnt  number  of  qualified  officers  could  not  be  obtaiined*  in  fourteen 
days  after  the  pafflng  of  the  aft,  the  appointment  of  oflScers  who 
ferved  in. the  Eaft- India  Company's  troops,  &c.]  This  provifion 
had  his  decided  difapprobation,  as  likely  to  produce  the  vrorH  efft^ii 
•  — it  militated  againft  the  old  and  eftablilhed  principle  of  conftitu- 
ting  the  militia  force,  namely,  officering  it  with  men  of  landed  pro- 
perty ;  it  muft  alfo  eventually  change  the  eftablilhed  mode  of  trial 
of  fuch  officers,  which  is,  by  perfons  of  their  own  defcription.  A 
latitude  was  left  by  the  claufc,  of  appointing  even  enfigns  in  the 
Eaft-India  Company's  fervice,  to  the  higheft  fituation  in  thp  Mi- 
litia^  the  great  and  conftitutionil  check  of  landed  qualification  being 
fet  afidfe.  He  could  not  help  obferving,  that  by  the  provifion  which 
renjlers  it  unneceffary  that  the  officer  Ihould  -fwear  himfelf  a  Pro- 
teftant — perfons  of  all.  religions  are  admiffible  into  the  Milifia,  even 
of  e^ery  defcription  of  religion  that  ever  ferved  in  the  Company's 
S^poy  troops,  Gcntoos,  Mahomedans,  &c.  He  was  aware  this 
was  not  the  intention ;  but  flill,  as  the  bill  flood,  it  might  be  fo  ; 

.  and  fuch  perfons  may  fit  on  the  Courts  Martial  of  Militia  Officers. 
He  begged  their  Lordihips  to  confider  the  effe<S  fuch.  regulations 
muft  have  on  the  minds  of  the  old  and  refpeftable  officers' of  the 
Militia;  He  was  for  the  rejeflion  of  the  claufe,  above  ftated,  in 
/^/£?— jealoufies  would  refult  from  it  at  the  moment  when  unanimity 
fhould  be  moft  wanted,  for  which,  and  the  other  reafons  he  had 
affigned,  he  trufted  their  Lordftiips  would  agree  in  his  opinion,  that 
it  (iiould  be  expunged. 

The   Marquis  TOWNSHEND  agreed  in  part  of.  what  fell 
from  the  noble  Earl  ;  at  the  fame  time,   with   refpc^t  to   the  par- 

,  tic ular  claufe  fo  much  dwelt  Upon,  he  entertained  no  fuch  apprehen- 
fions.  It  merely  ena<Sed,  that  where  the  Lords  Lieutenants  of  the 
counties  were  unable,  within  a  given  time,  to  provide  a  fufficient 
number  of  officers,  in  fuch  cafes  only,  the  refourcc  in  queftion  may 
be  reforted  to.  By  thefe  means  he  thought  it  unlikely  that  any  great 
number  of  the  Company's  officers  would  find  their  way  into  the 
Militia.  His  Lordfhip  adverted  to  the  circumftances  of  the  troops 
of  the  line  being  fully  employed  in  their  regular  duties  In  garrifon&', 
encampments,  and  in  defending  the  colonies  ;  which  circumftances 
rendered  the  mode  ftruck  out  by  the  bill  for  officering  the  Supple- 
mentary Militia  as  one  of  the  moft  unobjc6lionable  that  could  be 
devifed. 

The  Earl  of  (CAERNARVON  faid,  the  meafure\>f  -reducing 
the  accuflomed  qusilifications  in  property  for  the  officers,  had  much 
better  be  reforted  to  ;  the  bill  went  to  exclude  unobjedionable  per- 
ms whofe  incomes  were  ever  fo  little  below  the  lega)  ftandard.     By 
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the  exifting  law,  it  was  required  that  a  Colonel  in  the. Militia 
fliould  have  at  leaft  loool.  per  annum,  half  of  which  fhoald  be  in 
the  county  wherein  the  corps  wasraifcd.  A  man  pofleiTed  of  999L 
per  annum  would  be  rejedtcd,  and  an  enfign  of  the  Company's 
troops  received.  He  prcffed  the  idea  of  reducing  the  qualiBcations; 
there  feemed  no  anxiety  in  Miniftcrs  to  get  officers  oT  property.  It 
feemed  as  if  they  wifbed  to  get  an  army  by  ballot — the  attempt 
would  create  jcaloufics — it  appeared  like  an  attempt  to  worm- out 
the  conititutional  officers,  and  to  affimilatc  the  Militia  to  the  regular 
(landing  forces. 

The  Marquis  TOWNSHEND  obferved,  that  there  exifted 
no  ground  of  ferious  apprehenfion  on  that  fcore.  He  had  known 
inftances  where  a  whole  corps  of  officers  was  completed  within  a 
fortnight:  poffibly,  fome  jealoufils  might  exift,  as  hinted  by  the 
noble  Earl,  but  thty  were  not  within  the  fphere  of  his  knowledge. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE  faid,  that  exertions  were' made  to 
obtain  officers  properly  qualified. 

The  Earl  of  CAERNARVON  faid,  that  if  the  noble  Earl  con- 
ceived hinf  to  fay  that  efforts  to  that  efFed  had  not  been  made,  he  had 
miflaken  him ;  at  leaft  he  did  not  nnean  to  fay  fo.  What  he  wifhed 
to  prefs  was,  the  expedient  of  reducing  the  qualification,  which  would 
efFedually  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE  then  obferved,  that  thr  prcfent 
bill  would  not  militate  againft  the  conftitution  of  the  old  militia* 
The  cafe  was  new,  and  proportionate  efforts  were  neceflfary  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  times.  The  principal  officers,  however,  who 
bear  commands  at  prcfcht  in  the  Supplementary  Militra  Were  pcr- 
fons  duly  qualified. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  contended,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  old  Mi- 
litia laws  were  not  infringed  by  the  bill  before  the  Committee  ;  but 
tnder  the  prefent  circumftances,  the  queftion  was,  whether  or  not 
the  befl  and  readieft  means  fhould  be  adopted,  tor  creating  a  great 
and  efficient  force  to  repel  the  enemy  ?  A  great  part  of  the  noble 
Earl's  objedlions  would  be  done  away  by  one  iingle  confideration, 
namely,  that  the  bill  did  not  apply  to  the  old,  or  permanent,  but  to 
the  temporary  Militia.  The  prefent  officers,  he  was  convinced, 
would  not  feel  in  the  leaft  hurt  by  the  admiffion  of  the  officers  in 
quefiion  into  their  corps.  He  flightly  noticed  the  language  of  the 
noble  Earl,  in  faying  the  meafure  was  a  fpecies  o.  fraud  upon  the 
old  officers.  Such  language  was  often  held  groundlefsly  by  perfon^ 
holding  entiments  not  confonant  with  the  prorngters  of  particular 
jneafu  es  ;  but  he  averred  that  there  had  been  no  fpecies  of  parlia- 
pcntary  compad  entered  into  with  the  officers  of  the  old  Militia, 


JV4  PARLIAMENTARY        •  [Lords. 

which  the  prefent  mcafurc  went  to  infringe.  With  refpcdJ  to  the 
idea  of  its  wbrnning  out  the  old  officers,  that  was  fet  afide  alfo  by 
the  confideration  of  the  temporary  nature  of  the  meafure.  The 
plan  of  additional  rpiiitia,  inftead  of  an/augmentation  of  the  army, 
^as  preferred  ;  in  many  points  of  view  it  held  forth  a  greater  in- 
ducement to  the  people  to  enter  iiito  it,  as  fecuring  thenri  from  ferv- 
ing  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  force,  from  laying  each  in  its  re- 
fpedHve  county,  could  be  concentrated  in  a  greater  number  at  any 
given  point,  fo  as  to  operate  with  increafed  energy  and  efFeft. 

The  Earl  of  RADNOR  thought  the  prefent  meafure  would 
operate  to  the  deftrudtion  of  the  old  conftitutiopal  Militia  force,  and 
he  thought  it  bore  marks  of  intentionally  tending  that  way.  He 
afferted  the  bill  afFeded  the  old  as  well  as  the  Supplementary  Mili- 
tia force,  as  in  many  inftances  the  battalions  were  incoporated :  and 
he  agreed  with  the  noble  Earl  in  thinking,  that  to  a  certain  degree 
it  would  operate  to  fuperfede  the  o}d  officers.  How;ever  he  might 
regard  his  attempts  to  abrogate  the  claufe  in  queftion  in  totOy  he  would 
endeavour  to  get  it  ameliorated,  and  though  he  defpaired  of  doing 
all  the  good  he  wifhed,  ftill  he  might  render  the  provilion  lefs  ob- 
jedlionable  ;*  with  this  view  he  would  propofe  to  the  Committee,  as 
an  amendnf>ent,  to  infert  after  "  within  fourteen  days  after  paffing 
of  the  a(^,"  "  or  any  fubfequent  vacancies." 

Lord  GRENVILLE  did  not  feem  to  obje£l  to  this  amendment, 
but  faid  a  few  words  tefpecSling  the  inviolability  of  any  contrad 
which  Parliament  might  have  entered  into  with  the  Militia. 

The  Earl  of  CAERNARVON'  confidered  that  the  provifions  of 
the  bill  in  queftion  would  be  generally  conftrued  as  applying  in  fome 
degree  at  Jeaft  to  the  old  Militia.  He  took  occafion  to  remark, 
that  he  meant  nothing  ofFenfive  by  the  word  fraud — he  did  not  ufc 
it  in  the  fenfe^  which  the  noble  Lord  feemed  to  take  it.  .  The  mea- 
fure was  at  leaft  unexped^cd  by  the  old  officers — With  refpedl  to 
what  had  been  faid  of  the  uffcfulncfs  of  the  Militia  in  cafes  of  exi- 
gency, he  obfcrvcd,  that  the  Militia  cxifted  as  an  embodied  force 
only  in  cafes  of  exigency — they  were  never  called  out  but  on  fome 
occafion  of  that  defcription. 

The  queftion  was  pat,  and  the  <claufe  was  carried  with  the 
amendment. 

The  Earl  of  RADNOR  then  propofed  a  fecond  amendment,  to 
the  effedi  of  preventing  the  officers,  admitted  under  the  fandion  of 
the  above  claufe,  from  being  appointed  field  officers. 

The  Earl  of  CAERNARVON,  in  fupport  of  the  obfervations 
of  the  Earl  (>f  Radnor,  recapitulated  fome  of  his  former  arguments. 
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the  drift  of  theft  principally  was,  to  recommend  a  rcduftion  6f  the 
qualification  at  .prcfent  required  by  the  law. 

After  fomc  convcrfation  between  Lords  GRENVILLE, 
CAERNARVON,  and  RADNOR,  and  a  rcmatk  from  His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Ij)ake  of  CLARENCE,  to  the  cfFcd,  that  the  pre- 
fect bill  conveyed  no  greater  powers  to  Government,  with  refpedl 
to  the  field  officers,  t,han  the  old  Militia  Adts,  the  amendment  of 
Lord  Radnor  Was  rejed^ed. 

The  Earl  of  RADNOR  then  propofed  a  third  amendment,  that 
no  officers  fo  appointed,  (hould  be  commandants  of  any  battalions 
or  corps. 

Vifcpunt  SIDNEY  thought  the  alterations  in  the  bill  recom- 
mended by  the  noble  Earl,  as  objcfls,  worthy  of  the  moft  ferious 
confideration,  and  (hould  be  regarded  with  an  eye  of  caution.  His 
Lordfhip  adverted  to  the  peculiar  circumflances  of  the  country,  the 
impolicy  of  entertaining  unfounded  prejudices,  and  glanced  at  the 
inconfiftency  of  adopting  fuch  a  propofition  as  the  prefent,  after  re- 
jc<fting  that  propofed  juil  before  by  the  noble  Earl. 

Earl  FORTESCUE  confidercd  the  adoption  of  fucb  an  amend- 
ment as  a  kind  of  inconfiftency  :  it  would  be  virtually  adopting  that 
juft  rejedled,  as  it  excluded  thofe  perfons  from  the  fituation  of  com- 
manding officers,  though  permitted  to  be  field  officers.  However, 
his  Lordftiip  expreffed  himfclf  decidedly  againft  the  idea  of  the 
noble  Earl,  of  reducing  the  qualification  in  property  required  by 
the  prefent  law:  fo  far  from  that,  he  (hould  rather  fee  it  increafed ; 
and  if  a  future  opportunity  (hould  arife  for  a  revifal  of  thofe  laws, 
he  would  ftrongly  recommend  the  meafure. 

Lords  GRENVILLE  and  RADNOR  made  a  few  obferva- 
tions  ;  when  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee  being  called  for,  their 
Lord(hips  divided,  and  there  appeared,  in  favour  of  the  claufe, 
amended  as  above,  1 2  ;  Againft  it,  6.     Majority  6. 

The  remaining  claufes  and  provifions  of  the  bill  went  through 
the  Committee  with  a  few  amendments  made  in  the  courfe  of  a 
converfation  between  the  Earls  of  POWIS,  RADNOR,  CAER- 
NARVON, Lord  GRENVILLE,  &c.  In  the  courfe  of  thefc, 
a  claufe  was  adopted,  on  the  fuggeftion  of  the  Earl  of  POWIS,  to 
the  efFedl  that  nothing  in  that  aft  (hould  prejudice  the  penfions 
made  by  the  aft  of  1795,  for  certain  militia  officers  in  time  of 
peace ;  and  alfo,  a  provifion  that  no  fecond  Adjutant  appointed  to 
any  of  the  corps  in  queftion,  (hould  havc^  a  higher  rank  than  a 
Lieutenant  by  brevet,  except  fuch  officer  had  belonged  to  His  Ma- 
jefty's  forces,  in ,  which  cafe  the  higheft  rank  conferred  on  him 
ftiould  be,  a  Captain-Lieutenant  by  brevQt  alfo. 
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The  bill  being  wholly  gone  through,  tbe-Houfe  rcfumed,  and 
ordered  the  report  to  be  received  on  Monday,  to  which  day  their 
Xordftiips  adjourned. 
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Friday y  May  i?.' 

The  tloufe  Went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  allowing  the 
life  of  elm.  bark  in  the  tanning  of  leather. 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE^  RIDLEY  objeaed  to  this  bill, 
as  injurious  to  the  manufaSurers  cf  that  article,  and  an  infringe- 
ment of  feveral  cxifting  laws  on  that  fubjcd. 

Mr.  DUDLEY  RYDER  argued,  that  the  improvetncnt  made  • 
in  the  arts  and  manufadures  fincc  the  acSt  of  James  the  Firft,  among 
which  was  the  fubftituting  elm  for  oak  bark,  rendered  this  bih  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  ;  and  the  claufe  refpeding  the  patent^  of  the  in- 
ventor^  Mr.  Secly,  as  a  matter  of  gratitude,  as  well  as  the  importance 
of  his  difcovcry,  rendered  it  neceffary. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  mad«  a  few  obfervations. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  ot>  Monday. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  foe  the  farther  coniideration  of 
the  rejport  upon  the  bill  for  the  falepf  the  land-tax, 

A  number  of  ajiiendments  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  feveral 
claufes  brought  up  by  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  the  laft  of  which  was, 
that  the  bill  might  be  varied,  altered,  and  amended,  during  the  pre- 
fentfeffion.  .  /  - 

,  >Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  fliould  hereafter  propofe  a  claufe 
that  the  bill  might  be  repealed  in  totoy  in  the  next  or  any  future 
feffion  of  Parliament.  He  was  convinced,  that  in  praflice  it  would 
be  found  fo  deftrud^ive,  vexatious,  and  impradicable,  that  it  muft 
be  eventually  repealed,  but^  that  it  could  not,  conliftent  with  good 
faith,  be  done*  without  fu^h.a  claufe, 

Mr.  Cliancellor  PITT  faid,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  now  propofe  his  claufe,  it  was  not  neceffary  to  debate  it ;  but 
whenever  he  did,  he  moft  certainly  (hoald  oppofe  it.  If  theHoufc 
thought  the  bill  impradticable,  it  was  a  reafon  why  they  (hould,  not 
pafs  it,  and  not  fend  it  forth  accompanied  with  a  claufe  , which 
would  coiinteradl  all  its  cffedt.  It  would  be  a  nK>re  manly  way  to 
oppofe  the  bill  altogether,  than  thu?  endeavour,  by  a  fide  wind,  .^o 
defeat  it. 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  this  was  the  only  afi  In  which  th^ 
Houfe  could  not  recede  without  breach  of  faith* 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
forgot  all  the  a6^s  impofing  duties  for  particular  funds  ;  they  Aood 
on  exa(31y  the  fame  grounds. 

Mr.  BUXTON  rofc  to  offer  a  claufe,  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  on  a  former  occafion.      It  was,  that  no  land-tax  fhould  be 
impofed  in  future,  which  did  not  equally  affe<ft  all  other  fpecies  of 
property.     Though  he  was  fenfible  of  his  inability  to  conduft  this 
mcafurc  in  a  manner  which  it  defervcd,   yet  he  would  not  be  de- 
terred or  ihrink  from  performing  his  duty.      If  we  went  into  the 
principle,  or  looked  at  the  origin  of  the  land  tax,  we  ihould  find 
that  it  erigmated  while  there  exiftcd  two  very  ftrong  parties  in  the 
kingdom,  one  in  favour  of  an  abdicated  Monarch,  and  the  other  in 
favour  of  the  King  io  poffeffion.     The   one  party  gave  the  full 
arhount  of  their  rental,  and  the  other  did  not ;  fo  hence  arofe  an 
inequality.     What  he  afked  by  his  claufe  was  this,  that  in   future 
there  rtiould  be  no  diftind^ion  of  {)roperty  ;  at  prefcnt  there  .was  a 
diftindlion  ;  the  landed  property  paid  very  heavy  rates,  poor  rates, 
highways,  &c.  &c.     And  this  was  no  new  principle  ;  it  was  found 
in  the  original  land  tax.      He  faw  no  reafon  why  .the  landholder 
ihould  be  in  a  worfc  fituation  than  the  ftockhoVder.      He  allied  that 
the  landholder  (hould  be  protcfted.     Gentlemen  might  argue,  that 
the   faith  of  Parliament   was  pledged  to   the  ftock holder  ;  but  he 
afked  juftice  for  the  landholder,  which  was  equally  important.      He 
therefore   fliould  propofe  al  claufe,  "  that   no  land   tax  in   future 
(hould  be  impofed,  which  did  not  equally  affect  all  other  property, 
as  far  as  the  fame  could  be  afcertained." 

Mr.  PEELE  thought  the   propofition  objeflionable,  both  as  to 
the  time  and  manner  in  which  it  was  brought  forward,  and  that  it 
might  have  a  bad  effefl  upon   that   unanimity  which  they  all  fo 
much'delired — He  had  fome  landed  property,  which  he  had  gained 
by  his  own  induftry,  but  he  was  alfoa  monled  man  ;  when  he  pur- 
chafed    the .  land,  he  had   it,     in  confequcnce  of    the   land  tax, 
at  the  rate  of  thirty  years  purchafc  of  the  land  tax,  lefs  than  other- 
wife  it   would  have  been,  had  there  been  no  tax  upon  it ;  and 
now  he  had  an  opportunity  of  purchafing  that  land  tax  at  eighteen 
years  purchafe,  for  which  he  had   received  an  allowance  of  thirty 
years  purchafe  ;  and  therefore  he  conceived  that  the  landed  intereft 
had  reafon  to  rejoice  in  the  meafure.      He  lamented  that  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  fliould  now  have  raifed  a  diftind^ion  between 
the  two  forts  of  property.      When  the  enemy  were  at  our  doors,   it 
would  be  right  to  ufe  whatever  means  were  the  moft  available.  ^ 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  Houfc  could  not  doubt  of 
the  purity  of  his  honourable  friend's  intention  in, bringing  forward 
this  claufe.     To  the  principle  of  it  he  could  have  no  objeftion  ;  on 
thecontrary,  be  warmly  and  cordially  concurred  in  it.     It  was  all 
their  defires  that  a  tax  (hould  be  framed  as  equal,  as  univerfal  and 
as  comprehenfive  as  pofTible  ;  and  he  (hould  feel  himfelf  much  in^ 
debted  to  his  honourable  friend,  if  he  could  fuggeft  any  mode  by 
which  that  principle  could,  with  effedl,  be  reduced  into  praftice. 
He  was  fatisfied  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  principle,  and  he  every  day 
entertained  hopes,   that  at  length  fome  expedient   might  be  dif- 
covercd,  to  obviate  the  difBculpes  that  hitherto  had  prefented  them- 
felves.     He  had  the  fatisfa6^ion  of  faying,  that  all  orders  fcemed  to 
concur  in  the  idea,  and  particularly  the  commercial  orders,  where  the 
danger  of  a  difclofure  of  property  was  moft  to  be  apprehended  ;  but 
notwithftanding  all  the' inquiries  he  could  make,  and  all -the  atten- 
tion he  had  given,  hi^  fatisfadioi)  was  as  yet  imperfect,  for  he  could 
not  difcover  any  eifedlual  mode.     But  the  Houfe  might  reft  fatis- 
fied that  he  would  fpare  no  pains  or  labour  to  dig^A  all  the  mate- 
rials which  he  received,  and  procure  all  the  information  within  his 
reach,  to  perfedt  fo  defirable  an  objcdl.     He  trufted  there  was  but 
one  fentiment  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  plan,  and  he  hoped  that  at 
laft  the  fmaller  difficulties  would  be  overcome.    But,  however  eager 
in  his  wifli  he  might  be  for  this?  event,  he  mull  nevcrthelefs  remon- 
Arate  againft  the  admifiion  of  the  prefcnt  claufe.     Bccaufe  a  plan 
could  not  be  difcovercd  of  theoretical  pcrfc6tion,  and  fubftituted  for 
the  prefent  one,  (hould  we  therefore  tell  our  enemies  that  we  would. 
not  ufe  our  practical  refources  r     He  was  fure  this  could  not  be  the 
meaning,  of  his  honourable  friend,  or  of  any  man  in  that  HouCc. 
"What  was  the  queftlon  now  before  them  r     They  were  called  upon 
to  tie  up  the  hands  of  the  Legiflaturc,  and  to  fetter  the  power  of  the 
nation.     They  were  called  upon  to  fay,  that  if  they  could  not  dif- 
cover a  plan  which  truly  was  dcfirable,  though  difficult,  that  wc 
would  not  ufe. the  means  which  wc  were  in  poflcflion  of,  and  which 
we  and  our  anceftors  had  before  had  recourfc  to.      It  was  not  to  be 
fuppofed  but  that  he  wi(hed  a  land   tax  (hould  be  as  univerfal  as 
poflTible ;  but  if  this  claufe  was  adopted,  and  a  fcheme  was  devifed 
by  which  three- fourths  of  the  property  was  comprehended,  and  there 
remained  only  one-fourth   which  could  hot  l)e  cxa6\}y  afcertained 
and  taxed,  the  whole  fchcine  ^would  be  defeated.     But  the  (ituatioa 
of  the  landed  gentlemenj  compared  to  what  it  was  at  the^  original 
^mpoiition  of  the  land  tax,  would  be  found  to  be  now  much  better 
than  formerly — The  tax  now  produced  but  two  millions,  and  this 

ntal  of  the  kingdom  was  eftimated  at  between  twenty-five  an4 
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thirty  millions.     It  formeriy  produced  the  fame  fum  of  two  mil* 
lion^y  when  the  rental  of  the  kingdom  was  only  ten  .  millions ;  fo 
•that  it  is  not  fo  much  as  it  was  by  one-third.     The  honourable 
gentleman  had  ftated,  that  the  principle  of  the  original  land  tax  went 
to  all  property.     True,  it  did  fo  in  principle  ;  but  the  honourable 
gentleman  muft  alfo  admit,  that  it  never  did  in  pra£lice-— The  con* 
clufion  which  he  drew  from  this  was,  that  they  ought  not  in  pru* 
dence  to  fetter  the  Icgiflative  difcretion  of  the  nation.     It  'was  his 
^ifli^  and  muft  be  the  deiire  of  every  one,  to  find  out  fome  univer- 
ial  general  tax  ;  yet  he  did  not  hefitate  to  fay,  and  he  was  fure  the 
Houfe  would  agree  with  him,  that  if  a  more  general  tax  could  not 
be  ibundy  there  might  be  extremities  in  which  it  would  be  wife  to 
lay  an  additional  burden  of  one  (hilling  equal  tax  upon  all  lands. 
He  hoped  the  Houfe  would  refleA  ferioufly  before  they  received  this 
claufe.     At  the  moment  when  the  enemy  declared  that  they  ftakcd 
their  exiflence  agajnft  ours,  (hould  we  hefitate  to  adopt  whatever 
means  were  in  our  power  ?     If  he  had   not  the  good  fortune  to 
perfuade  his  honourable  friend,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  approved  of  the  claufe.  He 
thought,  that  the  landed  gentlemen  (hould  not  be  at  the  mercy  of ' 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Taxes  could  not  be  laid  upon 
commerce  without  aflfeAing  the  land  ;  but  land  might  be  taxed^ 
and  the  monied  intereft  Hot  in  the  lead  fufFer.  It  was  impoflible 
to  lay  an  equal  land  tax ;  for  if  we  had  the  exa6t  value  of  every 
acre,  and  taxed  the  whole  in  the  fame  proportion<— if  we  took  ten 
pound  a  year  from  the  man  of  lool.  per  annum,  it  was  more  than 
Tool,  from  the  man  of  loool.  per  annum  ;  therefore  it  would  be 
unequal.  He  conlidcred  the  qucAion  differently  from  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  thou^t  himfelf  a  gainer  by  purchafing  that 
at  eighteen  years^  purchafe,  for  which  he  had  an  allowance  of  thirty  ; 
but  he  was  convinced,  that  he  would  foon  have  another  land  tax  oT 
equal  amount,  and  he  might  purchafe  that  at  eighteen  years  pur** 
chafe,  and  then  he  would  pay  thirty-fix  years  purchafe.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  avowed  his  intention  of  adding  an  addi-^ 
tional  burden  upon  land,  and  he  applauded  him  for  his  candour;  it 
was  what  he  had  all  along  fufpeded. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  explained,  that  he  had  not  faid  his  in-i 
tentions  were  to  propofe  a  land  tax,  but  that  exigencies  mi^ht  arife   * 
in  which  it  would  be  neccifary. 

Mr.  BANKES  was  againft  the  claufe. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  conceived  the  meafure  to  be  totally  imprac- 
ticable, but  particularly  objecSed  that  the  money  to  purchafe  the 
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tax  would  be  drawn  from  agricultural  improvements.     With  re-* 
fpedt  to  the  claufe,  the  obje£tion  which  he  had  to  it  was,  that  it 
could  not  efFe6V  its  objedt ;  it  could  not  tie  up  the  hands  of  the  Le- 
giflature.     But  if  he  heard  the  claufe  right,  it  only  went  as  for  as 
property  could  be  afcertained,  and  therefore  great  part  of  the  argu- 
ment of  the  honourable  gentleman  did   not  apply.     The  honoura- 
ble gentleman  had  denied  that  there  was  now  a  greater  probability 
of  an  additional  land  tax.  than  before ;  but  he  thought,  upon  the 
face  of  the  meafure,  it  appeared  that  there  would  foon  be  a  new  land 
tax,  for  that  fecmed  to  him  to  be  the  only  thing  it  was  dcfigned  to 
produce*     With  regard  .to  the  fituation  of  the  landed  gentleman, 
which  he  had  compared  between  the  prefent  and  former  times,  he 
had  forgot  to  examine  the  different  (ituations  of  the  country  now 
and  Ithen  ;  he  had  not  taken  into  his  conflderation  all  the  additional 
burdens,   though  the  rental  had  rlfen  two-thirds — there  was  alio 
twenty  millions  of  taxes  added,  of  which  the  landed  intercft  paid  a 
great  proportion.     It  was  true,  this  might  be  a  bonus  to  monied 
men,  but  to  the  landed  gentlemen  it  muft  be  a  fource  of  vexation, 
of  oppreQion,  and  injuftice.     There  was  another  ftrong  objeftion  : 
it  was  calculated  by  the  Committee  of  Finance,  than  frpm  thirty- 
five  to  forty  years  hence,  there  would  be  no  taxes  above  what  would 
bei  required  for  the  annual  fervice  of  the  nation  ;  and  if  the  linking 
fund  would  have  that  good  efFe6^,  where  was  .the  jufticc  of  making 
the  land  tax  perpetual  •?     T4Mit  ought  to  be  taken  off  in  preference 
to  any  others,  as  tobacco,   fpiritsf,  &c.     The  ftrongeft  obje£iion, 
however,  which  he  had,  was,  the  conAitutional  ground  of  the  lofs  of 
that  check  which  Parliament  preferved  by  an  annual  vote;  and  hav- 
ing faid  this,  he  would  not  add  a  word  more. 

'  Mr.  BURTON   laid,  the  claufe  propofed  feemed  to  Uim  to 
be  founded  in  fairnefs  and  juftice,  and  therefore  he  (hould  fup-. 
port  it. 

Sir  GREGORY  PAGE  TURNER  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide. 

The  Houfe  divided  :    For  the  claufe,   63  ;  Againft   it,    123. 
Majory,  60. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  propofed  that  the  report  (hould  be  taken 
into  farther  confidcration  to-morrow  ;  and 

Lord  SHEFFIELD   moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by  fublH- 
luting  the  words  **  three  months,"  inftead  of  ''  to-morrow." 

Upon  which  the  Houfe  divided :    For  the  amendment,    49  ; 
Againft  it,    132.     Majority,  83. 
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Sdfurdayy  M^  19. 

The  Houfc  went  into  a  farther  confidenition  of  the  report  upon 
the  Land-tax  and  Salt  Bill. 

Several  additional  daiifes  were  brought  op  by  Mr.  Solicitor 
General. 

Upon  the  queilion  being  put  for  reading  the  amendments  to  th» 
body  of  the  bill. 

Sir  J.  SINCLAIR  d)mplainedy  that  there  was  no  opportunity  of . 
difcufling  the  bill  as  thus  amended. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have  all 
the  amendments  added  9  then  have  the  bill  printed^  and  there  would 
be  an  opportunity  of  difcuiTing  every  daufe  of  the  bill  on  the  third 
reading. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  agreed  with  Sir  John  Sinclair ;  and  moved^ 
that  the  bill  (hould  be  recommitted.  / 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ohjeded  to  this,  as  it  could  not  anfwer 
the  intentbn  even  of  thofe  gentlemen  themfclves  if  the  bill  was  re* 
committed ;  when  new  claufcs  were  added,  and  without  the  iieoeiTary 
amendments  in  the  body  of  the  bill,  the  meafure  would  be  imper* 
fed.  It  would  be.  more  regular  to  let  the  whole  be  completed,  by 
agreeing  to  the  amendments,  and  difcuffing  the  whole  upon  the  third 
reading. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  then  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  feveral 
amendments  to  the  body  of  the  bill  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

After  the  amendments  had  been  adopted  by  the  Houfe, 

•Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  bill,  with  the  amend- 
\  ments,  be  engroifed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Thurfday  next,  if 
then  ready ;  and  that  a  fufficient  number  of  cppies  of  the  bill  be 
printed   for  the  ufe  of  the  Members  ;  all  which  were  ordered  ac- 
cordingly. 

Monday y  May  21. 

Mr.  ABBOT  brought  up  a  Report  from  the  Seleft  Committee 
of  Finance.  The  report  ftated,  that  the  Committee  had  proceeded 
to  make  inquiries  into  the  falaries  and  fees  of  the  officers  in  the 
Courts  in  Wcftminfter  Hall ;  that  the  Curlitors  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  had,  in  an  anfwer  figncd  with  their  common  feal,  dated, 
that  they  were  not  bound  to  make  the  difclofure  called  for  ;  that 
one  of  the  Affiftant  Curfitors  had  offered  to  give  a  full  account  to 
the  Committee,  as  far  as  he  was  perfonally  intcreftcd  ;  and  that  the 
Prothonotarlcs  of  the  Common  Pleas  had  alfo'  declined  anfwering. 
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Mr.  Abbot  faid,  it  muft  be  obvious  to  the  Houfe,  that  this  was  a 
vcrylmportant  fubjc6l'.  The  Committee,  however,  did  not  mean 
to  aflc  the  opinion  of  the  Hbufc  upon  it  at  prefcnt ;  but  he  (hould 
bring  it  before  them  to-nriorrow. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  refolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  refpeft- 
iiig  the  duties  on  imports  and  exports,  were  brought  up  and  read  ; 
they  were  a^S  in  number.  ,      ' 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  renewed  the  objedlion  he  had  before 
made  to  this  meafure,  namely,  that  >  it  was  a  reftraint  upon  com- 
merce; which  always  flouri(hed  the  more,  from  being  entirely  free 
in  its  operations. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  was  furprized  that  this  general 
objection  (hould  come  from  the  honourable  Baronet,  whofe  informa-. 
tion  in  mercantile  aflairs  was  fo  uriiverfally  acknowledged.  The 
honourable  Baronet's  Opinion  uponr  this  fubjeft  was  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  any  other  mercantile  gentleman  with  whom  he 
(Mr.  Pitt)  had  confulted.  He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  oh  a  fubjeS' 
of  fuch  magnitude  as  the  prcfent,  there  might  be  a  diflference  of 
opinion  upon  details  ;  but  he  could  not  conceive  that  there  could  be 
any  upon  its  principle,  viz.  the  propriety  of  veflels  failing  with 
convoy.  The  point  which  would  require  die  attention  of  the 
Houfe  would  be,  whether  this  meafure  would  not  tend  to  the  in- 
crcafe  of  trade  by  increafing  its  fecurity,  and  that  at  a  fmall  compa- 
rative expence  ?  ' 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

Alderman  LUSHINGTON  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
tke  farther  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  Ship-owners*  BiH.    * 

Sir  W.  DOLBEN  faid,  there  was  another  bill  before  the  Houfe 
of  very  great  importance,  and  which  had  been  put  off  a  number  of 
times  :  the  bill  he  alluded  to  was  the  Slave- carrying  Bill ;  and  he 
hoped  the  Houfe  would  give  it  the  preference  to  the  bill  which  the 
worthy  Alderman  had  moved  for. 

Alderman  LUSHINGTON  admitted,  that  the  bill  mentioned 
by  the  worthy  Baronet  was  of  great  importance,  but  not  of  fo  much 
as  this  bill. 

•  The  Houfe  then  Idifcuifed  the  claufe  refpefling  refponfibility. 
A  converfation  took  j^ace  between  the  MASTER  OF  THE 
ROLiLS,  Alderman  LUSHINGTON,  Mr.  FERCIVAL,  Lord 
HAWKESBURY,  Alderman  CURTIS,  Mr.  BRAGGE,  Mr. 
JODDREL,  and  Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE. 

Mr.  RYDER  moved  an  amendment,  tending  to  take  away  the 
'.rofped^ive  effcA  of  the  claufe  ;  which  was  negatived    upon  ao 
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amendment ;  the  numbers  being.  Ayes,  a4 ;  Noes,  29,  After 
which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  .a  third  time  on  Thurfday,  if 
,  then  engroffed. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  hisaring  Counfel  upon  the 
Slave-cauying  Bill. 

Counfel  was  then  called  in,  and  Mr.  Faw  having  proceeded  foooc 
Way  in  his  argument. 

Colonel  GASCOYNB  moved,  that  the  Counfel  (hould  with* 
draw,  and  afterwards,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  be  counted,  when  there 
being  but  thirty-fix  Members  prefent,  the  Houie  adjourned. 

Tuejday^  May  22. 

-  K 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  fpecial  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Finance  (hould  be  read. 

The  report  was  then  read,  and  two  anfwers,  one  from  the  Cur- 
(itofs  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  under  their  common  feal,  and 
artother  from  the  iProthonotaries  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
decUhing  to  anfwcr  to  the  Finance  Committee,  as  they  conceived  it 
was  not  within  their  jurirdi<9ion,  the  whole  of  their  emoluments 
arifing  from  fees  paid  by  private  individuals,  and  being  no  way 
conncifted  with  public  expenditure.  ' 

The  order  for  appointing  the  Seleft  Committee  was  then  read, 
and  aftcrvi^ards  the  order  for  re-appointing  them  this  fdTion. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  from  the  orders  which  had  been 
read,  he  conceived  the  Houfe  would  have  no  difficulty  in  agreeing 
with  him,  that  the  Courts  of  Juftice  were  within  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  the  irtquiry  of  the  Finance  Committee,  even  though  fomc 
of  the  ofikers  within  thefe  Courts  (hould  be  freehold,  and  paid  from 
private  fees.  But  as  fome  of  the  officers  had  falaries  paid  from  the 
public  purfe,  though  part  arofe  from  private  fees,  if  any  part  of  the 
falaries  were  paid  from  the  public  purfe,  the  whole  was  proper  for 
public  inveftigation.  It  might  be  proper  to  inquire,  whether  by  a 
fee-fund  the  falaries  of  fome  of  the  greater  offices  might  not  be  In- 
creafed,  without  any  additional  expence  to  the  public.  He  had  no 
hefitation  in  faying,  that  the  Judges  were  paid  too  little  ;  and  even 
if  nothing  cf  that  (brt  were  done,  he  (hould  feel  no  heiitation  in 
moving  hereafter  for  an  increafe  of  their  falaries.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  no  man  in  the  country  who  had  a  regard  to  the  manner 
(able  and  impartial  as  it  was)  in  which  juftice  was  ad:  inif^ered  in 
Jhis  country,  could  ever  obje6t  to  the  increafe  of  thofe  falaries  which 
were  now,  confidering  the  incicafed  es^pence  of  the  time^  too  little 
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for  their  rank.  He  was  furc  that  nothing  fo  much  would  tend  to 
create  fufpicion  in  the  pubKc  mind,  as  a  refufal  to  anfwer  the  inqui- 
ries of  the  Committee ;  and  he  trufted  there  would  be  no  diffent 
from  his  motion,  that  *'  the  ScleA  Committee,  who  were  cm- 
powered  to  require  anfwcrs  from  the  Curfitors  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  the  Prothonotaries  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  (hould  require  anfwers  to  the  orders  referred  to  in  the  faid 
Committee." 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to 
give  any  opinion  upon  the  fubjeft ;  but  he  confeffed,  that  when  he 
iirft  read  the  orders  of  the  Houfe  appointing  the  Committee,  he  did 
not  think  their  jurifdi<^ion  extcyided  into  the  amount  of  places 
which  arofe  only  from  fees  paid  by  individuals. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  and  Mr.  SIMEON  both  thought  that  it  was 
iiot  proper  to  inquire  into  the  amount  of  freehold  offices,  whofe 
falaries  did  not  arife  from  any  expenditure  of  public  money. 

Mr.  BURTON  faid,  he  was  fure  that  the  gentlemen  alluded 
to,  when  they  made  their  return,  did  it  from  a  convid^ion  that  the 
Committee  had  exceeded  their  powers  j  but  at  the  fame  time  hci 
thought  them  wrong.  With  refped  to  the  Curfitors,  if  he  un- 
derftood  right,  their  falaries  arofe  from  fees  upon  the  writs  which 
they  made'  out,  and  confequently  was  connected  with,  public  ex- 
pcnditiire,  being  money  taken  from  the  fuitor  in  a  public  court  of 
juftice.  With  refpedt  to  himfelf,  he  and  his  colleague,  the  Chief 
Juftice  of  Chefter,  liad  made  a  return,  and  all  the  Prothonotaries  of 
their  Court  had  done  the  fame.  He  conceived  that  the  inquiry 
wa^  very  proper,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  for  public  benefit  : 
in  moft  cafes  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs  was  done  by  Deputy^ 
and  the  greateft  part  of  the  emol undent  enjoyed  by  fi«ecure  place- 
men. 

Mr.  SIMEON  explained. 

Mr.  ABBOT  begged  leave,  to  aflure  the,  Houfe,  that  in  a  long 
and  laborious  invelUgation  by  the  Committee  of  Finance,  they  had 
endeavoured  not  to  exceed  their  j)Owers;  and  therefore  they  felt 
themfelves  called  upon  to  make  this  fpecial  report  to  the  Houfe, 
becaufe  they  could  not  otherwife  fatisfy  their  inftruSions  given 
them  by  the  Houfe.  It  was  n6w  with  the  Houfe  tq  vindicate 
their  own  dignity. 

The  motion  was  then  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  report  ordered 
to  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow  fe'nnight. 


DEBATES.  185 


Mercuriiy   2']'*  die  ApriliSj    1 7 96. 

The  committee  wHo  were  appointed  to  teke  into 
conHderation  .an  adt,  made  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  Majcfty,  intitultd,  "  An  a<ft  to  ex- 
plain, amend,  and  reduce  into  one  afl  of  Parliament, 
the  general  laws  new  in  being  for  regulating  of  Turn- 
pike Roads  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England, 
*'  and  for  other  purpofes ;"  and  alfo  an  a<ft  made  in  the 
fourteenth  y^r  of  the  reign  of  iiis  prefeht  Majefty,  idtituled. 
An  -ad  for  explaining  and  altering  an  a(^,  made  In  the 
thirteenth  year  of  his  prefent  Majerty's  reign,  intituled, 
An  aS'to  explain,  amend,  and  reduce  into  one  aft  of 


u 
a 
it 


i< 

*'   Parliajment,  the  general  laws  now  in  being  for  rcgulatir>g 
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England,  and  forsothcr  purpofes,  ib  for  as  the  fame  re* 
latcs  to  the  payment  of  additional  tolls   at  weighing 

**  engines,  and  the  number  of  horfes  to  be  ufcd  in  car- 
riages drawn  on  turnpike  r<iads,  and  for  allowing  cer- 
tain exemptions  with  rcfpedl  to  weight  and  paymetlt  of 
toil  iti   particular  cafes,"  and  to  report  the  fame,   with 

their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe — Have,  purfuant  to 

the  order  of  the  Houfe,  confidered  the  faid  ads,  and  have 

c6me  to  the  following  refolutions : 

Refolved, 

THAT  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the  traffic 
upon  the  roads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London  is  e xpofed  to  con- 
lidcrabie  inconveniences  by  the  prefent  limitation  of  weights. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the 
horfes  ufed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  metropolis  are  capable  of 
drawing  greater  weights  than  are  allowed  by  law. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  carts, 
having  the  fellies  of  the  wheels  fix  inches  in  breadth,  and  the  tire 
perfectly  flat  and  cylindrical,  fhould  be  allowed  an  additional 
weight  of  ten  hundred  Co  the  refpe(5iivc  weights  now  allowed  in 
Summer  and  Winter,  on  paying  an  addition  of  fifty  pounds  per 
cei.tum  upon  the  tolls  now  paid  at  the  refpe<Slive  turnpike  gates. 

.    Refolvcdi  That  it  is  the  opinion  of   this    Committee,     That 
Waggons,  having  the  fellies  of  the  wheels  fix  inches  in  breadth. 
Vol.  VL  B  b 
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and  the  tire  perfedly  flat  and  cylindrical,  (hpuld  be  a^Uowed  an 
additional  weight  of  thirteen  hundred  to  the  refpedKve  weights 
now  allowed  in  Summer  and  Winter^  on  paying  an  addition  of 
fifty  pounds  per  centum  upon  the  tolh  now  paid  at  the  refpedlive 
turnpike  gates. 

P.efolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That,  as 
weighing  engines  arc  intended  to  prevent  cxceffivc  weights,  and  not 
to  increafe  the  revenues  of  the  turnpikes,  the  trufteet  of  roads 
fiiould  be  reftraihcd  from  leafing  or  otherwife  letting  the' fame. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the 
weighing  engines  (hould  be  infpe£led  by  and  under  the  regulation 
of  the  infpectbrs  of  weights  and  balances  ;  or  of  fuch  perfons  a^ 
the  Magiftrates  of  the  country  (ball  appoint. 

Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  That  the  roads 
fufFer  materially  from  the  conical  (hapeof  the  fixteen-tnch  wheels, 
and  from  the  projeSing  tire  and  the  improper  form  of  nine-inch 
wheels  now  in  ufe. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  th« 
wheels  of  all  waggons  and  carts>  of  the  breadth  of  fix  or  nine 
inches,  (hould  be  perfedlly  flat  and  cylindrical. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the 
weights  now  allowed  to  waggons  with  fixteen-inch  wheels  are  ioju- 
rious  to  the  roads. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 
the  regulations  propofed,  with  refpeft  tO\the  weights  to  be  car- 
ried in  carts  and  waggons,  ihould  be  limited  to  a  difiance  within 

wenty-five  miles  of  the  mettopoHs  ;  and  to  continue  for  a  limited 

imc. 
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Luna^  fj^  die  Mmu,   1798. 

THE  COMMITTEE,  to  whom  the  Report  was  re- 
committed, which  was  made  from  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  petition  of  Edward  Sealy,  of  Bwdgewater,  in 
the  county  of  Somerfet,  merchant,  was  referred,  and  who 
were  ordered  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  Houfe  upon  the 
matter  contained  in  the  faid  petition,  have  purfuant  to  the 
drdjerof  the  Houfe,  farther  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid 
petition  j  and  to  prove  the  allegations  thereof, 

THE  patent  granted  to  George  Hawkes,  of  Long  Fleet,  in  the 
county  of  Dorfct,  tanner,  bearing  date  the  2d  day  of  June,  1795* 
for  the  term  of  fourteen  years  from  the  date  thereof,  for  the  foleufe, 
and  benefit  of  his  difcovery  or  invention  of  tannmg  leather  with 
elm  bark,  and  alfo  the  fpecification  and  defcription  thereof,  and 
alfo  the  aflignment  thereof  to  the  petitioner,  were  feverally  produced 
and  rca.d  ;  and  , 

Mr.  Jofcph  Gutheridge'  being  examined,  faid,  That  prior  to 
fuch  aflignment,  and  in  confcqucnce  of  an  intcrcourfe  beiwedn  the 
petitioner  and  certain  perfons  of  eminence  in  the  tanning  trade, 
numerous  experiments  were  made,  with  the  confcnt  and  under  the 
direflion  of  the  petitioner,  to  enable  them  to  determine  with  cer- 
tainty how  far  elm  bark  might  prove  a  fubftitute  for  oak  bark. . 

Mr.  Samuel  Beddome  then  confirmed  the  above  evidence  of  Mr. 
Guthcridge. 

Mr.  James  Warne  being  then  examined,  faid.  That  from  the 
rcfult  of  the  fslid  experiments,  the  perfons  who  rnadc  them  convened 
a  general  mceti/ig  of  tiie  tanners,  fubmittcd  parts  of  the  leather  fo 
tanned^  with  a  particular  account  of  the  experiments,  to  their  ex- 
amination, ftated  it  to  be  their  opinion,  that  the  leather  fo  tanned 
with  elm  bark  was  nearly  equal  in-goodnefs  to  what  was  theretofore 
tanned  with  oak  bark  j  and  farther  ftated,  that  elm  bark  would 
prove  a  fubftitute  for  oak  bark,  affift  the  manufa(5lurcr,  be  the 
means  of  preferving  oak  timber,  and  of  ipcreafing  the  public  re^ 
venue  :  That  the  tanners  affembled  at  the  faid  meeting  were  fa- 
tisfied  that  the  leather  tanned  with  elm  bark  was  firm,  durable,  and 
good,  and  that  great  advantages  would  accrue  to  the  public  from  the 
general  ufe  thereof. 

Mr.  Samuel  Purkis,  Mr.  Peter  Duncan,  Mr.  Robert  Wyatt, 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Beddome,  confirmed  the  foregoing  evidence  of 
Mr.  Gufheridge.         . 
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Mr.  Gutheridge  being  then  farther  examined,  he  was  aiked. 
Whether  in  the  opi|iion  he  had  given  in  favour  of  Mr.  Sealy'* 
difcovery  of  the  ufe  of  elm  hark  in  tanninjt  leather,  he  was  guided  by 
experimf^nts  he.  had  made  himfclf  t  he  laid.  The  experiments  were 
conduced  under  the  dirc^lion  and  fuptxintendance  of  Mr.  Beddome 
and  himfelf ;  in  which  experiments  elm  bark  only  was  ufcd,  except 
that,  the  firll  woozes  were  prepared  from  oak  bark,  not  from  any 
doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  glm  hark  in  thjs  rcfpedt,  but  for  want  of  a 
fufficient  quantity.  .  In  addition  to  thef<  experiments,  they  tanned 
between  five  and  fix  hundred  horfe  hides  wholly  with  elm  bark, 
which  hides  weje  good  and  ferviceable  leather  (a  fpecimcn  of  y^hich 
"was  produced  to  your  Committee) ;  bur,  convinced  from  former 
experiments  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  ufe  of  clni 
bark,  no  particular  account  was  kept  of  the  weight  df  the  hides,  or' 
the  qu/.ntity  of  bark  ufed. 

Being  aflced,  If  he  thought  that  the  ufe  of  elhri  bark  will  be  of 
advantage  in  tanning?  he  faid,  Elm  bark  will  be  certainly  ad- 
vantageous in  tanning  of  leathoryas  it  will  help  to  fupply  the  want  of 
oak  nark,  which  is  become  fcarce  and  dear;  but  he  does  not  fay,- 
that  the  leather  manufaclured  with  elm  bark  will  in  every  refpe6^ 
be  as  good  as  that  tanned  with  oak  bark  ;  but  it  will  be  good,  du- 
Table,  and  marketable  leather ;  and  when,  from  longer  experience, 
its  nature  and  properties  will  be  better  known,  it  is  probable  that 
the  leather  will  be  farther  improved.  -  ' 

Being  aiked,   Is  the  weight  of  the  leather,  when  tanned^  a    fuf-- 
ficient  criterion  of  its  goocinefs  r   he  faid.   The  weight  of  the  folc 
leather,  when  tanned,  is,  caPeris  paribus,  a  criterion  of  its  folidity, 
iand  folidity  is  the  firft  excellence  of  fole   leather  :  with  rcfpedi  to 
calf  flcins,  and  al}  upper  leather,  it  is  an  argument  in  its  favour,  but* 
not  to  be  wholly  relied  on. 

Being  afl<ed.  If  any  leather  tanned  with  elm  bark  has  been  made 
into  boots  or  (lioci>,  or  other  articles  ?  The  witnefs  referred  to  Mr. 
Wyatt  and  Mr.  Duncan  ;  and  Mr.  Wyatt  being  prefent,  produced 
fome  leather  tanned  with  elm  bark,  which  he  thinks  as  good  as 
leather  wholly  tanned  with  oakbark,.and  he  fliould  not  have  known 
■whether  it  was  fo  or  not. 

Mr.  Duncan  being  alfo  prefent,  faid.  That  fhoemakers  have  ufed 
It,  and  have  declared  that  thty  thought  it  equal  to  that  tanned  with 
oak  bark,  and  Ihould  not  have  known  it  had  been  tanned  with  elm 
bark  if  they  had  not  been  told  of  it. 

Mr.  Richard  Norcott,  a  mafter  (hoemakcfi  who  docs  his  own 
•work,  was  aikcd,  Whether  he  had  worked-up  any  of  the  leather 
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tanned  \xhh  elm  bark  ?  He  (aid,  Yes^  he  had  made  (ix  or  eight  pair 

Qt*  folcS  of  it. 

Being  alkcd,  If  it  is'ncarly  as  good  as  that  tanned  with  oak  bark? 
he  faid,  Yes  ;  the  only  fauh  he  had  found  with  ftiocs,  of  which  the 
fules  were  nriade  of  it,  was,  that  the  upper  leathers,  which  were 
tanned  with  c^k,  wore  aw^y  before  the  foles.  1 

Being  aiked,  If  he  fliould  have  known  the  difference  ?  he  faid, 
No,  it  worked  full  as  well. 

Mr-  Jofcph  Graves,  alfo  a  mafter  (hoemaker,  who  does  his  own. 
work,  was  afked,  Whether  he  had  worked-up  any  of  the  leather 
tanned  with  elnn  bark :  he  faid,  He  had  foled   and  heeled  (hoes: 
with  it. 

Being  aflced^  If  it  is  nearly  as  good  as  that  tanned  with  oak  bark? 
he  faid.  Equally  good. 

Being  aiked,  If  he  (hould  have  known  the  difference?  be  faid, 
Pnly  by  the  colour. 

Then  both  the  1  aft- mentioned  wirneffes  being  (hown  a  piece  of 
fpki  leather,  tanned  with  elm  bark,  they  were  aikcd,  Whether  it 
was  n^good  as  if  tanned  with  oak  bark  r  to  which  they  faid,  Yes  ;• 
they  (hould  never  wilh  to  work-up  better  leather. 

Mr.  Gutheridge  then  faid.  That  he  has  tried  fome  of  the  leather* 
tanned  with  elrn  bark  in  the  wear,  and  thinks  it  nearly  equal  to  any- 
other  leather ;  and  that  he  having  gone  into  his  warehoufe  to  fearchi 
forforae  flans  which  had  been  tanned  wit,h  elm  bark,  and  which  were 
mixed  with  ikins  tanned  T\ith  oak,  he  found  it  i m pra<3 i cable  to  feled 
them  without  the  alfiftance  of  the  workman,  by  whom  they  had . 
been  marked  with  a  private  mark'. 

Mr.  Gutheridge  being  farther  examined,  was  afked,  Whether  he 
conceived  the  ufe  of  elm  bark  will  contribute  either  to  lower  the 
prefent  price  of  tanned  leaihcr,  or  to  prevent  its  riling  ?  he  faid, 
Should  the  ufe  of  elm  bark  become  general,  an  additional  quantity 
of  the  raw  material  will  be  manufadiured,  wljich  will  probably  tend 
to  lower  the  price  ofleatiier;  the  trade  can  generally  obtain  a 
greater  quantity  of  the  raw  material  than  they  can  get  bark  to 
inanufa<9ure. 

Being  afl^ed.  Whether  the  exportation  of  leather  tanned  with  ehtk^ 
bark  mi^t  nut  hurt  the  reputation  of  the  Englith  leather  in  foreign 
markets?  he,  fai  d,  Xhe^  leather  tanned  with  eliri  bark  will  be  fo ' 
nearly  equal    to  the  leather  tanned  with  oak,  that  he  conceives  no^ 
iiyury  can  aufc  thcref'iiDxn. 

Being  afked.  What  ufe  is  now  made  of  elm  bark.  ?  he  laid.  No 
ii£b  is  fxow  made  0f  it. 
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Being  afkedy  What  has  been  the  average  price,  of  oak  bark  for 
fix  years  paft  ?  he  faid,  About  1 5I.  i  os.  a  load  of  hatch,  or  two 
tons  and  a  quarter  in  weight,  delivered  in  London. 

Being  afked,  What  price  he;  paid  for  the  elm  bark  ufed  in  thefc 
CTcpetimcnts  ?  he  faid,  Part  of  the  bark  ufed  in  thefe  experiments 
was  fent  for  the  purpofefrom  Bridgewater,  in  Somcrfetfliire,  by  Mr. 
Scaly,  the  patentee,  and  the  remainder  was  procured  aj  eight  guineas 
a  load  ;  but  its  price  in  future  wiilxiepend  on  the  demand,  and  on 
local  fituation  and  circumftances. 

Being  afked,  If  he  made  ufe  of  fait  in  tanning  with  oak  bark,' 
and  if  fo,  in  what  proportion  ?  he  faid.  Salt  is  not  ufed  in  tanning 
with  oak  bark. 

Being  afk.  Whether  he  made  ufe  of  folt  in  the  experiments  with 
elm  bark,  and  if  fo,  in  what  proportion?  he  faid,  All  the  experi-, 
ments  were  made  by  the  dire6^ion  of  Mr.  Sealy,  the  proprietor  of 
the  patent  for  tanning*  with  elm  bark ;  two  pounds  were  ufed  for 
every  hundred  weight  of  thin  leather,  and  four  pounds  for  folc 
leather,^  and  in  one  of  tlie  experiments  with  elm.  bark,  no  frit 
was  ufed. 

What  quantity  of  bark  is  ufed  in  tanning  in  England,  on  an 
average,  annually  ?  he  faid.  That  is  eftimated  from  the  quantity 
of  leather  tanned  ;  he  imagines  it  to  be  about  70^000  tons  an- 
nually. 

Being  ifked.  What  quantity  of  elm  bark  does  he  irnagine  might 
be  procured  ?  he  faid.  When  the  value  of  elm  bark  becomes  gene- 
rally known,  and  the- ufe  of  itagthorized  by  a  repeal  of  the  claufe  in 
the  a6t  of  the  firft  of  King  James'  the  Firft,  it  is  probable  that  elm 
timber  will  in  future  be  cut  down  at  the  fpring  of  the  year,  when  the 
bark  may  be  ftripp^d :  it  is  difBcult  to  fay  what  quantity  may  be . 
procured  ;  but  as  in  many  counties  of  England,  elm  timber  is 
much  more  abundant  than  the. oak,  it  will  doubtlcfs  furnifh  a  very 
c6nfijjErable  fupply.  It  has  been  fuggcftcd,  that  ftripping  the  bark 
from  elm  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  timber,,  but  he  has  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  this  opinion  is  ill  founded,  or  at  leaft  can  only  apply  to 
the  fmaller  kind  of  timber,  which  is  ufed  for  boring  for  pumps  and 
pipes  for  waterworks. 

Being  afked,  What  quantity  of  leather  may  be  tanned  with  a 
ton  of  oak  bark,  what  quantity  with  a  ton  of  elm  bark,  and  what 
quantity  with  admixture  of  both  ?  hei  faid,  A  ton  of  oak  bark  will 
tan  from  four  to  five  hundred  weight  of  leather,  according  to  the 
q^airty  of  the  bark  and  the  fpecics  of  leather  ;  and  by  an  experiment 
made  witl^  about  two  thirds  of  elm  bark,  it  appears  that  a  ton  of- 
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dm  bark  will  produce  nearly  the  fame  weight  of  leather,  and,  hoW'- 
ever  mixed,  the  refult  will  be  proportionate. 

Being  aflced.  What  proportion  does  the  value  of  bark,  according 
to  the  prefent  price,  bear  to  the  whole  expence  of  manufa£luring 
leather  ?  he  faid.  According  to  the  prefent  price,  the  value  of  the 
bark  ufed  in  tanning  of  leather  in  general  is  about  (ix  ttnths  of  the 
whole  expence  of  manufaduring. 

Being  afked,  If  bark  could  be  had  in  greater  abundance,  could 
there  be  procured,  and  would  there  be  tanned  a  greater  number  of 
hides  and  (kins  ?  he  faid,  Unque(lionably  a  greater  quantity  of  the 
raw  material  would  be  imported  and  tanned. 

Being  afked.  Whether  a  greater  importation  of  jaw  hides  and 
fkins  would  tend  to  lower  the  price  of  leather  ?  he  faid.  As  it 
would  increafe  the  fupply  wiihout  increadng  the  demand,  it  is  rea- 
fonable  to  conclude  that  the  price  would  hereby  be  reduced. 

Being  afked,  Whether  the  general  ufe  of  elm  bark  will  not  be- 
nefit the  leather  manufaiSlure  in  Ireland  r  he  faid,  The  ufe  of  elm 
bark  in  this  country  will,  independent  of  the  quantity  which  Ire- 
land itfelf  may  afford,  infure  a  greater  fupply  both  of  oak  and  elm 
bark  for  the  Irifh  market,  to  which  a  confiderable  quantity  of  our 
bark  is  annually  exported,  duty  feee,  and  of  courfe  the  tanners  in 
Ireland  will  partake  of  the  fame  advantages  as  the  tanners  in 
England. 

Being  afked^  Whether  there  is  any  quantity  or  flore  of  oak  bark 
at  prefent  in  the  kingdom,  more  than  at  any  former  period  ?  he  (aid. 
The  great  demands  for  oak  timber  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy,  during 
.the  laft  three  or  four  years,  and  the  exportation  of  bark  to  the  North 
of  Ireland  having  laft  year  materially  decreafed,  owing  to  the  dif- 
turbances  in  that  part  of  the  country,  have  occafioncd  the  quantity 
of  bark  now  on  hand  to  be  more  confiderablethan  it  was  a  few  years 
ago,  when  bark  could  fcarcely  be  procured  at  any  price ;  yet  it 
bears  no  proportion  to  the  quantity  formerly  kept  in  ftore  by  the  tim- 
ber merchant  and  the  manufacturer  ;  and  as  the  fall  of  timber  this 
year  is  expeded  to  be  rather  inconfiderable,  the  f^ock  of  bark  now 
on  hand,  together  with  the  new  fupply,  will,  it  is  feared,  be  inade- 
quate to  the  demand  of  the  manufacture. 

Being  afked.  Whether  he  has  tried  other  things  befides  elm 
bark  ?  he  faid,  He  has  tried  various  articles  that  might  be  ufed,  but 
found  nothing  equal  to  elm  bark. 

Being  afked,  Whether  any  experiments  have  been  made  upon 
the  leather  tanned  with  elm  bark,  in  the  common  purpofes  of  bar- 
iiefs,  {addles,  or  ia  general  wear  ?    h^  faid,  No  leather-  has   been 
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"manufaSured  for  the  putpofe  of  harncfs,  the  experiments  haVfe  only 
been  fole  and  upper  leather. 

Mr.  6ed(lonrie,  Mr.  Warne,  and  Mr.  Purkis,  confirmed  the 
above  evidence  of  .Mr.  Gutheridge  ; 

.  And  Mr.  Duncan  farther  faid,  th^t  he  is  ready  ^o  give  the  fame 
price  for  leather  tanned  wirh  elm  bark  as  with  o.ik  bark. 

Mr.  Gutheridge  being  farther  examined,  was  afked.  Whether 
the  tanning  trade  in  general  will  li'Ve  atiy  reafon  to  be  diHUrisficd 
with  the'eftabi'ifbmcnt  of  Mr.  Hauke^'s  patent  t  he  faid,  If  Par- 
liament, had  thought  fit  to  give  the  patentee  a  rerhuneration  for  in- 
troducing the  ufc"  of  elm  bark,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  would 
have  been  the  moft  eligible  mode  of  eomjicnfation,  as  the  ufe  of  the 
artici^  will,  in  his  judgement,  prove  of  national  advantage,  both  ai 
it  refpc(^s  the  revenue  and  the  public.  Speaking  for  .'hiniielf,  and 
for  other  manufa6lurcrs,  perhaps  they  mighi  be  juftified  in  faying, 
"**  Give  us  a  benefit,  and  take  nothing  for  it ;"  hut^  on  the  ground 
of  CQuirv,  they  think  that  no  manufadlurer,  who  is  inclined  to  ufc 
the  article,  ought  to  objecfl  to  paying  to  the  patentee  a  fmall  com- 
penfation  for  a  licence. 

•  Being  afked.  What  fecurity  is  there  that  the  patentee  will 
grant  fuch  a  licence  for  a  moderate  compenfation  ?  he  faid,  The 
beft  of  all  fecurities,  the  intereftof  the  patentee,*  which  would  lead 
him  to  grant  a  lipence  for  a  fmalf  fum;  in  order  to  induce  a  more 
geheral  ufe  of  the  article. 

Being  afked,  If  the  patentee  were  obliged  to  grant  a  licence  for 
a  fum  not  lefs  than  one  guinea,  nor  more  than  ten  guineas  annually, 
would  the  fecurity  then  be  more  complete  and  fatisfaclory  to  the 
trade  ?   he  faid,   He  apprehended  it  would. 

Being  afked,  If  he  thought  that  will  afford  a  profpedl  for  a  fair 
remuneration  to  the  patentee  ?  he  faid,  This  will  depend  on  the 
judgcmerir  the  public  will  form  of  It. 

Mr. Be^dome,  Mr.  Warne,  and  Mr.  Purkis  confirmed theahovc 
evidence  of  Mr.  Gutheridge. 

Mr.  Sealy,  the  petitioner  and  patentee,  was  then  afked,  for  what 
fum  he  (hould  be  willing  to  grant  annual  licences  r  he  faid.  He 
fhould  be  willing  to  grant  licences  at  from  one  guinea  to  ten  guineas 
for  each  licence  ;  but  he  becgcd  leave  td  obferve,  that  thre^years  of 
the  term  of  the  patent  is  now  expired,  and  he  has  not  as  ytt  reaped 
any  advantage  therefrom  ;  and  that,  Ihould  it  hereafter  appear  that 
the  advantages  arifing  to  the  public  fliould  te  of  great  i^ix)rtance, 
and  that  the  benefits  derived  to  the  patentee  fhould  not  amount  to  a 
reafonable  remuneration,  he  humbly  Ik. pes  that  the  circumftances  of 
his  then  fituation  will  be  favourably  conlidcred. 
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Dtfetof 
Payments. 


'797- 
jScpt.  1 8th.  TpIsuncfX-awricEfq.  for  half      ^.    /.    4' 

a  year's  allowance,  to  2ift 

June  1796*  as  late  fuperin- 

tendant,  &c.  of  the  Mofqui- 

to  fliore        —  —        2|0    o    a 

To  ditto,  for  half  a  year's  ditto, 

%o  zi^  December  1796*  as 

ditto  —  —        :?50    o    o 

pdol^  17th.  To  Lieutemant-gcQeral  Rob. 

Prefcottjfor  I24days.allow'- 
ance  whilft  he  exercifed  the 

temporary  command  of  th^ 

iiland    of  Martinique,    tQ 

a7th  July  1794  —         372    o    p 

To  ditto,  for  136  days  a1|Qiv- 

ance    whilft    he   Exercifed 

ditto  at  Guadaloupe^  to  loth 

December  1794  **•  408    o    o 

Ppcember  4th*  To  A.  M.  Browne,  for  342 

days  allowance  a^  late  bar- 

rack-ooafter  at  St.  Vincent's^ 
y  to  jth  July  1797         ■  *    X02  12    o 

To  ditto,  for  143  days  allow* 

ance  as  ditto,  to  25th  No-* 

Vembcr  17^  4a  x8    o 

jth.     To  Ro^rt  Whitfield,  for  100 

days  pay  as  furgeon  to  the 

forces,  to  24th  I>c.  17^5  47    7    3 
To  ditto,  for  ^66  days  allow- 
ance as  ditto,  to  24th  De- 
cember 1796            '73    7    ^ 

8th.    To  Lord  Dorcheftcr,  for  73 

days  pay  as  commander  in 

chief  in    North  America, 

with  four  aides  de  camp,  to 

19th  September  1796  S29  x6     i 

To  Lieutenant-general  D.  Dan* 

'das,  for  53  days    pay    as 

.  <quarter-mafter-general,     to 

24th  December  1796  ~     $0    4    t 

To  ditto,  for  53  days  addi« 

tional  pay  as  ditto        —  loo    t    % 

To  Edward  Blakeney,  Efq.  for 

one  year's  allowance,  to  31ft 

December  1796,  for  his  fer- 

vlces  in  Minorca,  and  during  - 

the  late  war  in  Germany  366    p    o 

l^thf    To  fundry  perfons,  for  their 

pay:  at  hofpitat  officer!  i»^ 

fhc  year  179s     ■  ^         «$  '9    9 


''n 
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Dates  of 
Payments. 


1797^  • 
Pec.  nth.  T»  fiindry  pcrfon9.  for  their  ,      £-.    s.    d, 

pay  as  holpitai  oncers  in  the 
year  1796  '546  14     p 

To  Charles  Griffith,  for  566 
^days  pay  as  furgeon  to  the 
forces,  to  the  24th  of  De- 
cember ^79$  -r-  •—  J73  7  ^ 
jjth.  To  Sir  WiUiaip  Fawcctt,  K.  B. 
for  1 85  days  additional  pay 
as  adjntant-general,  to  24th 
December  1796        —  i>P40     ^    0 

'To  Captain  John  Philips,  for 

.     96    days   pay    as    provoftr 
"tnatihal  to  the  forces  lately 
ferying  on  the  Continent,  to 
24th  June  179/5  -- -  45     9     4 

To  Colonel  P.  Sinclair,  for 
813  days  pay  as  command- 
>int  pf  MichJlimachinac,  to 
15th  September  17^2  203     j     p 

To  V.  Wood,  for  366  days  pay 
as  purveyor  to  the  forces  on      -/ 
the  Continent^  to  ;54th  De- 
cember i79j5  -rr-  433     7     ^ 

cffe.  To  Major-general  Garth,  for 
^  61  days  pay  as  a  m^jor^ge- 

neral,  with  on^aid  de  camp, 

to  24th  Deceipber  1793    *         144    9     i 
To  Captain  Chai^les  Ket,  for 

308  days  pay  as  bgggage- 

mafter  to  the  forces  on  the 

Continent,  p  24th  Decem- 
ber 1794  —        HJ  n    6 

To  General  Morrifon,  for  i^a 

days  additional  pay,  as  quar- 

ter-mafter-gencral,     to     2d 

May  1796        —  —        492  II     7 

To  ditto,  for  53  dayl  pay,  as 

ditto,to  24th  June  1796  3§'     4     ^ - 

To  Major  R.  K,  Skinner,  for 

436  days  pay  as  major  of 

\)rigade,  to  24th  December 

1794  —  , —         ap3  13    i 

To  Majorrgeneral  A.  J.  Drum- 

mond,  for  ^366  days  pay,  a^ 

a  major-general,   with   one 

dd  de  camp,  to  24th  of  Dc- 

?er  1796        --~        ^       866  i|    9 


t 
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Dates  o( 

Payments^ 


1797. 
Dec.  1 5th.  To  Captain  A,  Lorab,  for  91       £.    /.    d* 

days  pay,  as  a  m^jor  of  bri- 
gade in  the  Weft  Indies^  ta 
24th  of  December  1794.  43     a     Q 

To  fundrypcrfons,  forhalf  p{*y  r 

for  their  fervices  on  the 
rivers  and  lakes  in  Canada, 
to  various  periods         •*-  260    9     o 

i8tb.     To  Sir  L*  Pcpys,  for  366  davs 

additional  pay  as  phyiician-  ^ 

general,  to  24th  i^ecenaber    ' 

,796         —         —        -^       173     7     o      /.      /•    /, 

7,956     J     7 

Dec.  6th      JTo  William  Fettcrt,  for  fup- 

plying  bread,  forage,  wood,  . 
and  ft  raw,  to  the  forces  en- 
camped, in  i797>  in  North 
Britain  •■     ■    -■  i>500    o    o 

^0  ditto,  for  an  indemnifica-  \ 

tion  for  his  lofs  on  account 
of  his  contriaft,  by  the  very 
highpriccof  grain  in  179c         530    o    o 
7th,     To  Meflrs.  Adams  and  Welf- 
ford,  for  an  indemnification 
for  their  lofTes  on  account  of 
their  contrad^,  by  ditto   in 
ditto  year,  in  part  of  a  war- 
rant for  io,6col.  —     ;,ooo    o    O 
8th*  To  ditto,  for  an  indemnifica* 
tion  for  their  lolTes  in  confc* 
quence  of  the  regulations  of 
25th  May  laii,  by  which  no 
farther  deliveries  of  ammu- 
nition   bread    were  to  be 
made,  by  their  dock  in  hand, 
and  theexpences  incurred  in 
providing  fuel  and  otenfils, 
and  bailding  ovens  '>435     0    6 

Oaobcr  14th.  To     Mcffrs.     Adams    and 

Wclsford,  for  fupplies  of 
bread  xicli?ered  to  the  troops 
at  Poole,  &c.       —  5,329     X     8 

To  William  Fetters,  for  Ap- 
plying bread,- forage,  wood»  j 
and  ftraw,  to  the  forces  en- 
camped, ia  1797,  in  North 
BritaiA                ■    1      ■        4,000    o    o  • 

—— i7'794    *    « 


^on  PARLIAMfeNtARY       '^     [Common*; 
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CcccmbcrSth.To  Field-mardial  Hodfoinr,      j^^    s.    /.       * 
'    '  for  baggage  horfei  for  cer- 

tain oiiicers  of  the  nth  re-         , 
gimcnt  of  dragoons,  wh^o 
took  the  fi^ld  in  7  79^4.  it9    o    ^ 

To  Lord  Dorchefteir^  for  baf 
horfcs  for  two  troops  of  the 
I  {th  ditto,  ordered  on  foreign 
'  fcrvice  in  1 794  —  ij^i    ,4    ^ 

15th.  To  Sir  James  Steuart,  for  bag- 
gage horfes  for  the  ii  ith  re- 
giment of  dragoons,  ordered 
on  ditto  ■'  80    00 

To  Major-general  Belfour,  for/ 
200  days  forage  money,  for 
the  year  1795,  to  certain 
officers' of  39th  regiment  of 
foot,  who  were  taken  pri- 
foners  at  Guadaloope  15$    j    o 

To  the  Earl  of  Eglintonne,  for 
forage  money  Tor  the  Weft; 
Lowland  regiment  of  Fcnci-   ' 
bles,  having  taken  the  field 
in  1799        —  365    o    e 

To  Lord  Charles  Spencer,  for 
ditto  for  the  Oxford  militia, 
having  been  ordered  to  take 
the  field      •  —  —         175  16    o 

i6th.  To  Lieutenant-general  Powell, 
for  200  days  forage  money, 
as  a  m^jor-general,  with  one 

aid  de  camp,   having   cm-  jf,     /«     /. 

barked  for  Gibraltar  in  1795      133    o    o 

--r-  1,250      5     • 


y 


■^•ks 


July  5tlu    To  the  United  Company  of  Mer- 
chants  trading  to  the  £.  Indies 
for  the  expences  incurred  in 
the  purchaie  of  provifions, 
ftores,  &c.    for  expeditions 
againft  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  other  places        1 664275  14     x 
To  ditto,  for  the  expence  and 
loft  incurred  by  them  in  the 
|>archafe  of  rice  and  wheat, 
imported  in  1795,  i»  order 
to  afford  relief  in  the  then 
CMilling  fcarcity  of  grain      187,714    6    o 
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Upon  the  whole,  your  Committee  have  come  to  the  following 
tcfolutions  ;  (that  is  to  fay) 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committed,  That  g^ood^ 
durable^  and  f\\m  leather  may  be  made,  if  tanned  with  elm  bark 
only, 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 
the  legalizing  of  the  ufe  of  elm  bark  will  be  of  great  national 
benefit. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  Mr. 
Sealy,  who  is  now  interefted  in  the  faid  patent,  is  deierving  of  a 
confirmation  of  his  rights  under  the  fame. 


An  ACCOUNT  of  Extraordinary  Expences  of  the  ARMY,  in* 
curred  and  paid  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Paymafter  General 
of  His  Majefty's  Forces,  in  the  Year  ending  the  24th  of  De- 
cember 1.7 97 9  dnd  not  provided  for  by  Parliament.    • 

Dates  of 
Payments. 

1797.  £*     '•    <^- 

Sqit.  £5th.  To  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  Val.  Jones, 

commiiTary-general     in      the      Leeward 

Iflands,  for  public  fcrv ices         —        254,913     9    6 

To  ditto,    drawn  by'  Earl  Belcarres,  go- 
vernor of  Jamaica,  for  ditto  fervice  '3>^34    8    tt 
Nov*  14th.  To  ditto,  drawn  by  John  Wigglcfworth, 

CQmmiiTary-general  at  St.  Domingo*  for 
ditto  fcrvicc  —  —         220,000    o    O 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  W,  A.  Otway,  captain 

in  the  navy,  for  ditto  ferv ice  — —         S^'op    P'    O 

To  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  H.  Rofs,  for 
the  extraordinary  expences  of  the  forces  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  —   .         30,059  16    I 

To  cafh  paid  by  Mr,  Brymcr,  afting  dcputy- 
paymaflcr  in  Nova  Scotia^  for  th«.extraor> 
,dinary  expences  of  the  army  in  that  pro- 
vince, for  one  quarter,  to 
the  24th  of  December  £.      x.    «^* 

1796        —  —       12,72a  14  n 

To  ditto,  paid  by  dittp,  for 

ditto,  to  24th  March  1,797  1 1,232     }     4 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  for 

ditto,  to  24th  June  1797      11,042  10    5 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  for 
ditto,  to  24th  Sept.  1797    2i,c6o    7    2 

———55,055  15  I  • 

%r^.    17T  .r«  « 
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Dates  of 

Payments. 

Nov,  i4tli.  TocaQi  paid  byMt.Wmflow,     £,      a    d4 

.  aftjng  deputy*paymafter  in 
Canada,  for  the  extraordi- 
nary cxpences  of  the  army  in 
that  province,  for  one  quar- 
ter, to' 24th  June  1796  3i}909  I©     I 

To  ditto,   paid  by  ditto,  for 

ditto,  to  24th  Sept.  1796      30,688  18     8 

*iro  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  for 
ditto,  to  29th  Dec.  1796      40,853     7. 11         ' 

To  ditto,   paid  by  ditto,  for 

ditto,  to  24th  March  1797    22,413  19     ^ 

To  ditto,»  piiid  by  ditto,  for 
ditto,  to  24th  Jiine  1797      22,927     8     l    £*   -    s* 


ty^ttmi  5th.  To  Meflrs.  J.  and  F.  Baring, 

on  account  of  bills  drawn  by 
Sir  Adam  WiUianrfon  from 
St.  Domingo  —  — ^  7J7  'S  ^/ 
a2d.  To  intereft  paid  by  the  Bank 
to  the  holder*  of  fundry  bills 
of  exchange,  from  the  period 
of  their  refpedively  becom- 
ing due,  until  they  were  paid  6,380     I   10 


H8.795    4    ^ 


7,137  16  iflr 


Sept.  nth.  To  Baron  Barkhans,  on  account  of  the  treaty 

with  the  Landgrave  of  HefTe  Darmftadt      1 20^000    o    o 
AiigDft26th.To  William  Merry,  Efg.  for 

His  Maiefty's  proportion  of 
-  i>o63t|  chaldrons  of  coals 

fent  to  Gibraltar         —         1,649    *    ^ 
To  ditto,  for  additional  duty,  .   _^ 

freight,    and    infurance  on. 
ditto  coals  ■  2,904    7    4 

Dec.  4th.     To  ditto,  for   His  Majefty's 

proportion  of  i  i^(>b\  chaU  ^ 
:    '  dron  of  coals  fent  to  Gi-  \ 

braltat        —  —         2,428     16' 

'  6,981  10  \m 

Sept*  6th.    To  Captain  R.  Barton,  of  the 

Lapwing,  for  expences  in 

conveying  certain,  officers  of 

dragoons  to  AmeHca  400    o  .  0    . 

To  Captain  William  Yong,  of 

the  navy, .  for  expences  ia 

bringing     difpatchcs    from 

.  Corfica  —  —         40    O    O      N^ 

7th,     To  Major-general  Powell,  for 

the  balance  of  his  account  of 

bills  drawn  and  money  c)Qp> 
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Dates  of 

Payments. 


1797.  pcndcd  for  public   ferviccft       £.    u    /., 

in  Canada        —  — ^        46    4    o 

jypt.  1 2th.   To  Mcflrs,  Cox  and  Grecn- 

wood,  for  expences  of  fundry 

officers  ordered  from  Nevr  ^ 

^  'Rmnfwick  to  Halifax*  00  % 

general  court  martial  ^57^3    O 

Tc  Captain  H^  Hadfield,  of 

87th  regipient  of  foot,  to.rc- 

iroburfe  a  lofs  fuilained  by 

exchange  on  money  procured 

for  the  faid  corps  while  at 

BergemopZuom  — *        ^£364- 

To  Colonel  W,  A.  ViUctte*, 

for  expences'  of  his  journey 

by  land    to  Toulon,  with 

difpatchcs         —  —         1^4  ic     o 

To  Colonel  John  Mootje,  for 

expences  of  his  ditto,  froni  ^ 

Corfica  to  Snglan(V  .  1 1 7.  I  x     o 

f  5tb.  To  Mayor  Powlctt,  for  bringing 

^fpatches  from  the  Cape  of 

Good  Hope  -*— —  1^0    o    o 

1 6th.    To  Captain  N.  Macleod,  of  the 

05th  regiment  of  foot,  for 

oringing  difpatches  from  ditto      B4  1 1     9 
Prober  14th.  To  MefTrs.' Elliot,  Adam,and 

Whally,  for  the  parage,  ^c^ 

of  officers  and  invalids  from 

Martinique,  in  July  179 j, 

under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Godfrey 569  12     6 

jr^th^    To  A.Ncile,  Efq.  late  ord- 
nance (lorekeeper  in  Weft 

Florida,  for  the  repairs  of  ii 

fort  called  The  Natchez,  in 

1779         —  i^y7   i^  19 

•  3>ftf  To  Lieutenant-colonel  R,«C, 
Fergufon,  tp  reimburfe  hi# 
travelling  expences  from 
Crookhaven  to  London, 
witljk  diip^tches  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  H«pe  -v^ 
JloVt  I  ft.  To  W,  Mitford,  Efq.  on  ac- 
count of  feveral  foldiers  of 
the  9tli  regiment,  ^qx  wort; 
done  at  St.  Lucia  —        i8p  i#    3 

'  1 1  thf    To  J,  Mjyor,  Efq.  for  ftation* 
.  ary  fent  out  for  the  ufe  of 
the  military  departments  in  ~' 
Cdn»d4       P—         —       403    9    0 

Cc   2    • 
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^797- 
December  ^tl^.  To  John  Stanley,  Efq.  for        J^.    f*    4^ 

/fundry    expenccs     incurred 

during  the  time  he  iftcd  sfs 

commander  in  chief  of  the 

Leeward  Iflands        *  250    4    4  , 

To  Meffrs.  Wilfon  and  Dick.  'V 

cnfon,for  the  expenccs  of 
their    pafiage    from    Nova 
Scotia    to  Falmouth,   after 
difembarking  the  Charaibs         133     6    q 

jth.    To  Joiiah  Domford,  Efq.  com^  .         ' 

mijary  of  accounts  of  the  r 

forces  in  theLeeward Iflands, 

for  the  contingencies  of  his 

office  <-^  T—        900    o    9 

8th.    To  Major-general  Irving,  for  \ 

expenccs  he  incurred  whilft 
commander  in  chief  in  the 
Leeward  Iflands        -^^^ — ^    ^    500    •    o 

9th.  To  Sir  James  Wallace,  foe  e<- 
peoces  incurred  by  him  at 
the  time  of  Richery's  inveft- 
mcnt  of  Newfoundland  504  x  i    q 

•^  tth.     To  Lieutenant-colonel  Hand-  «  ^ 

field,  for  the  balance  of  his  ^* 

account  ias  deputy  quarter-' 

mafter-general  in  Nova  Sco- 

tia,  from    25th    December 

1776  to  31ft  December  1783       8S  14     ; 

15th.     To  Lieutenant-general  Cuyler, 
'         to  provide  himfelf  with  an 
equipageas  general  and  com- 
mander in  chief  in  the  Weft 
Indies         ^'  \_    '    i,coo    g    o 

To  Lieutenant-colonel  Wil- 
liam Stewart,  fot  expenccs 
on  his  paflTage  from  Gibraltar 
with  difpatches,  by  order  of 
Lieutenant-genei^al  Q'Hara        f  04  I  ^     9 

To  the  Reverend  Thomas 
Tringham,  chaplain  to  the 
garrifon  at  the  Cape  of 
Gobd  Hope,  in  aid,  of  the 

,c^e?»c$    of     his     paJTage  ^.    x.     ^^ 

thereto  ^-.  —         33     7    o 

7>594  "     ^ 


v  •  i 


•■     *- 
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»797- 
December  8th.  To  R.  B.  Hendcrfon,  on       jf  •    /•    d.  * 

accoant  of  his  extra  expencet 

for  oatmeal,  &c.  fumifhed 

to  the  feveral  garrifous  in 

North  Britain,  from  ift  July 

i792'to3ift  December  1794      886  16     2 

To  ditto,  late  contrador  for  / 

fupplying  the  gairifons  in 

ditto,  as  a  compenfation  for 

his  lofs  on  account  of  the 

high  price  of  oatmeal  ifTued 

to  the  troops,  between  ift 

January    1795     ^"^^     3^^^  /•      '•     ^» 

April  1796        —        —      2,817  15    4 


5th.  To  the  rcprefentativcs  of  Sir 
George  Howard,  for  cloath- 
ing  and  accoutrements  for 
the  Jerfey  militia  11,555  12     8 

8th.  To  Meffrs.  Pcarfc,  for  one  hun- 
dred fuicsof  flop  cloathing  143  14  o 
To  ditto,  for  pattern  cloath- 
ing furDifhed  by  them  for 
the  proviiional  cavalrv  and 
the  fupplementary  militia  136  10    o 

1 5th.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Grofc, 
for  the  lofs  fuftained  by  him 
in  having  purchafed  cloath- 
ing and  accoutrements  for 
an  augmentation  to  the  Nenr 
South  Wales  corps  of  foot, 
which  was  afterwards  coun- 
termanded —  366  13     8 

Septeoiber  6tb.  To  fund  ry  per fbns,  to  make 

good  the  deficiencies  Qn  the 
aili|;nments  of  feveral  corps 
of  infantry  difcontinued  on 

^  the  eftabliihmcnt         —         9)^4    *  '' 

13th,  To  fcndry  ditto,  to  make  good 
ditto  on  ditto  of  fundry  re- 
giments of  foot  difcontinued 

on  ditto  ^—  S»^9'     J     7 

Odober  19th.  To  Mr.  G.  Pindar,  to  make 

good  ditto  on  ditto  of  fan* 
dry  battalions  of  foot  dif- 
continued on  ditto        —       1)4.^5  13    O 

December  9th.  To  fundry  perfons,  to  make 

good  ditto  on  ditto  of  the 

Vo:-.  VI.  •  D  d 


3,704  II     6 


12)202    10     4 
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^797' 


1 1  ith  andv  1 13th  regiments         /'•   /.    d. 

of  foot  difcontinucd  on  the 

eftablifhment     *—        —       3>575     710 


Dec.  15th.     To  fundry  pcrfons,  to  make 

good  the  deficiencies  on  the  - 
fevcral   corps    difcontinucd 

oi)  the  cftablilhmcnt  f  1,01 6  19     3         jf.      ^5.     d. 

' ! '. 3^433     6     7 

• 

Auguft  31ft.  To  James  Window, on  account, 

to  enable  him  to  pay  con^ 
tingent  difburfcments  for 
hofpitals,  &c.  —  3,000    o    o 

Oftobet  i3tb.  To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervicc         2,000  ^00 

December  2d.  To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice         5,000    o    o 
2oth. .    To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervicc  ,       2,000.   op' 


12,000 


1 


I 


Sept,  7th.  .  To  Lieutenant-general  Powell, 

for  knapfacks  for  an  aug- 
mentation to  the  1 5  th  regi- 
ment of  foot         -  '  '  122  10    o. 

To  the  rcprefentatives  of  Gene- 
ral Elphinftone,  for  ditto 
for  a  ditto' to  the  53d  ditto         ,   74  13     o 

To  Lieutenantrgeneral  Totten- 
ham, for  ditto  for  a  ditto  to  , 
the  55th  ditto            — ^           54  *  7     ^ 

To  Lieutenant-general  Powell, . 
for  ditto  for  a  ditto  to  the 
69  th  ditto         115  X  8     o 

To  Lieutenant-colonel  A. 
M'Kerizie,  for  ditto  for  2d 
battalion  of  78th  ditto  365     8     o 

'  To  Major-general  Bernard,  for 
ditto  for  the  augmentation 
to  the  84th  regiment  of 
foot  *— —         •—■        i6    4    o 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  for  the  2d 

batta:lion  of  ditto  regiment        389    o    6 

To  Colonel  G.  Nugent,  for 
ditto  for  augmentation  to 
the  85th  regiment  of  foot  66  li    b 

To  Lieutenant- colonel  Bulwer^     . 

for  ditto  for  the  io6th  ditto      389     06 

To  Colonel  Hay,  for  ditto  for 

_ .  the  J09tH  regiment  of  foot        235     i     o 

To  Colonel  Douglas,  for  ditto 
for  the  Anguihire  fcnciblcs     224  18    6 
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Dates  of 
Payments. 


I' 

tm 

i. 

224 

x8 

6 

4i 

^19 

6 

^797- 
Sept*  7th.    To  Sir  B.  Dunbar»  for  knafv 

facks  for  the  Caithncfs  legion 

of  Fencibles        —        — 

To  Captain  C.  M'KenEic,  for 
ditto  for  the  Rofsfhire  ditto 

To  Colonel  Leith,  for  ditto  for 

the  Aberdeen  Higland  ditto       227  11     o 

To  Colonel  Keppcl,  for  ditto 
for  the  3d  Weil- India  regi- 
ment    364  14    6 

I4tb.     To  Colonel  Durham,  for  ditto 

for  the  Fifefhire  fencibles  365     8    o 

To  Colonel  Montgomerie,  for 

'  ditto  for  the  royal  Glafgow 
regiment  of  foot  —  224  i\    6 

To  Colonel  John  Lewes,  for 
ditto  for  the  7th  Weft-India 
regiment  —         364     I     Q  ' 

To  Major  A.  Paget,  for  ditto 
for  an  augmentation  to  the 
Anglefea  militia  ji    z     6 

To  Colonel  F.  H.  Mackenzie, 
for  knapfacks  for  an  augmen-  ' 

ration  to   78  th  regiment  of 
foot  66  12    o 

To  Lieutenant- colonel  Ferrier; 
for  ditto  for  the  battalion  of 
Scotch  brigade  late  under 
hit  command         ■  224  18    6 

December  4th.  To  Sir  John  Sinclair,  for 

ditto  for  the   Rothfay   and 
Caithnefs  fencibles  —        129  13     o 

6th.  To  the  Earl  of  Belcarres^  for 
ditto,  for  the  augmentation 
to  63d  regiment  of  fopt  -—  1 1 5  1 8  o 
13th.  To  Lord  George  Lennox*  for 
ditto  for  the  ditto  to  2$th 
ditto  ■■  ■       -^  >  256  12    © 

X4th.  To  Colonel  R.  Anftruther,  for 
ditto  for  the  Loyal  Tay  fen« 

cibles  ' —  224  18    6 

i-6th.  To  the  reprefentatives  of  bri- 
gadier-general Howe,  for 
ditto  for  the  jth  Weft-India 
regiment  -  358    8    S     £•     x.    /. 


8th.   1^0  lieutenant-general  Smith', 
to  replace  accoutrements  of    ' 
the  C3d  regiment  of  foot»  loft 
on  ieryice  ■»  798  16    9 

Dd  a 


5,379  16    6 


^^  PARLIAMINTARY  [Commons. 

Dates  of 

Payments. 


1797- 
Dcccn^bcrSth.ToSicD.  Iindfay,torepUcc       J^*    u    d.  ' 

accoutrements  of  59th  rcgi- 
V  ment  of  foot,  lofton  fervice        698     6  IQ 

14th:    To  General  T.  Clatkc,  to  re- 
place ditto  of  30th  ditto,  loft 

on  ditto  '  ■  ' .  ■  *f^4    ^     3 

To  Lieutenant  William  Wil- 

fon,  of  2  2d  regiment  of  foot, 

for  the  lofs  of  baggage  and  ^ 

camp  equipage  on  his  paf* 

fage  to  join  his  re^^ment  in 
^  the  Weft  Indies  — — .  .       71  i8     o 

To  Major  R.  Forfter,  of  ditto 

regiment,  for  lolfes  he  fuf« 

tarnc^  wheni  taken  by  the 

enemy  at  Guadaloupc        — •       So  1 3    c      £*     s.    d* 

"     .         '■    2,424      3    !• 

September  ift.  To  Captain  H.  Darling,  of 

68th  regiment  of  ibot,  for 

the  lofs  of  his  baggage  when 

'  taken  by -the  enemy  on  his 

paffage  to*  join  the  {aid  re-  ^ 

gimenC  ■  —        83  >   3  ^ 

14th.  To  Marquis  Townfliend,  for 
lodes  fuftained  by,  fundry 
officers  of  the  2d  regiment  of 
dragoon  guards  on  the  Con- 
tinent '■  >  II.#     1:   O 

To  Lieutenam-colonel  Beau- 
mont, of  2ift  regiment  of 
dragoons,  to  replace  the 
value  of  ^  firft  charger  ,of 
Lieutenant  David  Williams, 
Ihot  for  the  glanders         -^        3^  1 7    o    ^ 

To  the  Dakd.  of  York,  for 
loffes  fuftained  hy  iiindry 
officers  of  2d  regiment  of 
foot  gukrd&on  the  Continent       380    4    o 

To  Lieutenant-general  White, 
ibr  loffes  fuftained  by  fuii- 
dry  officers  of  the  24th  re- 
giment of  foot,  when  taken 
by  the  enemy  on  their  paf- 
fage to  Canada        ■    •  ■  1-84    4    O 

To  Major-general  HuMc,  for 
ditto  fuftainedjby  two  officers 
of  the  56th  regiment  of  foot, 
when  taken  by  thft  enemy  on 
their  paftage  from-  Marti- 
nique to  Stil^omingo  17S  14    a  ^ 


DEBATES.  ao5 


Dates  of 
Psymcnts. 


1797. 
Sept,  14th,   To  Colonel   J.  Axnherft»  of      £*    t.    /• 

loth  regiment  of  foot,  for 

lofles  hefuftained  on  board 

the  Convert  frigate,  which 

was  wrecked  on  her  paflage 

from  the  Weft  Indies        —       103     3    o 
To  Captain  G.  Otway,  of  the 

41ft  regiment  of  foot»  for 

ditto  he  fuftained  when  taken 

by  the  enemy  at  Gape  Tibu« 

roon  ■     ■  ■  —         So  13    o 

To  Captain  L.  Toole,  of  the 

4^th  regiment,  for  lofs  of 

baggage,    and  part  of  his 

camp  equipage,  in  the  Weft 

Indies  ■  —  7*     7    ^ 

To  Quarter-xnafter  Glynn,  of 
•  the  1 2th  regiment  of  dra- 

goons, to  replace  the  value  of 

his  horfe,  (hot  for  the  glanders      31  l#    o 
To  Captain  J.  N.  Smyth,  of  the 

oth   regiment  of  foot,  for 

fofles    he   fttftained     when 

taken  by  the  enemy  at  Ber- 

viUe  Camp,  in  Guadaloupe  63     3     d 

To  Lieutenant  William  Miller,    . 

of  56th-  regiment  of  foot, 

for  ditto  at  ditto  ■  63     3     o 

To  Captain  G.  Wade,  of  the 

Somcrfct  Fcncible  Cavalry, 
.  *  to  replace  the  value  of  a  fe- 

cond  charger,  (hot  for  the 

glanders  —  —         33  12     o 

To  Captain  Johnfton  Grant, 

of  icth  regiment  pf  foot,  in 

conuderation  of  his  having  ^ 

twice  loft  the  whole  of  his 

^^gg^S^   ^^  h^s  paflage  to 

and  from  the  Weft  Indies  164    40 

Oftober  16th.  To  Lieutenant  WilHam  Karft, 

of  the  I  cth  regiment  of  foot, 

for    lo(ies    fuftained    when 
-  taken  by  the  enemy  at  Bcr*-. 

ville  Camp,  Guadaloupe  63  '  3     o 

31ft,     Td  Lieutenant  Henry  Dixon, 

of  5  5th  ditto,  for  ditto  wh^n 

taken  by  ditto  at  dit^o  ^3     3     ^ 

Noy»  xitb.    To  Major  Genetd  Graham,         >         .     . 

for  lofs  of  baggage  and  camp 

ec][uipage  of  fundry  officers 


ao6  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 
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1797.  of  5th  Weft-India  regiment       £.    s.    ^. 

when  taken  by  the  enemy  ^45  '3    o 

December  5th.  To  Lord  G,  H.  Lennox,  for 

lofs  of  baggage  fuftained  by 

fundry  officers  of  25th  regi-  * 

inent  oi  foot  when  taken  by 

thc' enemy       —  —        5^7    7    o 

To  Captain  John  Bayley,  of 

the  13  th  regiment  of  foot, 

for   lofTes    fuftained    when 

taken  by  the  enemy  at  Cape 

Tiburoon  -—  ^3     3    0 

To  Sir  G.  Ofbomc,  for  loffei 

of  Lieut.  Charles  Weaver, 

of  the  40th  regiment  of  foot, 

when  taken  by  the  enemy  on 

his  pafTagc  fi;om  Demerary  63     3     o 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  of  fundry 

officers  of   ditto  regiment, 

when  taken  by  the  enemy  in 
•     the  Weft  Indies  —  224    4    o 

To  ditto,  for  aitto  of  fundry 

ditto  of  ditto  regiment,  when 

taken  by  ditto  at  Guadaloupe    224    4    o 
'  8th*     For  an  indemnification  for  lois 

of  baggage  by  fundry  officers 

at  the  evacuation  of  Toulon    1,891  17*    o 
To  Siy  T.  Shirley,  for  loffes 

of  fundry  officers-  of  the  late ' 

93d  regiment  of  foot,  when 

taken  by  the  enemy  on  their 

paffage  from  the  Weft  Indies       658     8     o 
To  Major-general  Coates,  for 

fundry  neceftaries    for  the 

grenadier  company  of  the  2d 

regiment  of  foot,  loft  in  the 

wreck  of  the  Button  Eaft' 
'  Indiaman         .  —        —        125    4    o 
1 1  th.    To  John  Dickfon,  of  the  2  5th 

regiment  of  foot,  for  lofs  of 

camp  equipage  on  his  paffage 

to  the  Weft  Indies  — -         37     2    o 

12'th.    To  Colonel  Gcrritt  Fi(her,  to 

replace  the  value  of  a  charger 

ftiot  in  action  •     -*  33  X2    Q 

To  Lieutenant  James  Chriftie, 

of  the  60th  regiment  of  foot, 

for  lofs  of  baggage  on  his 

paflage  from  the , weft  Indies       ^5    3^ 
15th.    To  Lieutenant. colonel  Came- 

gie,   for  loflin  upon  fiimt 
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^797*  drawn  for  the  troops  under       £l    t.    d. 

his  command  on  the  river 
Elbe,  in  1795         —  104  no 

P^.  15th.    To  Major-^neral  Fox,    for 

fundry  ncccflaries  purchafcd 
for  the  ufc  of  the  grenadier 
company  ot  the  i  o(!i  regiment 
of  foot,  loft  in  the  wrtck  of 
the  Dutton  £ail  Indiaman  a6o    6     I 

To  Captain  G.  Evans,  of  the 
3  2d  regirpent  of  foot,  for 
lofs  of  baggage  and  camp 
equipage  on  his  paOage  to 

join    his  .  regiment    in  the  ' 

Weft  Indies  ■     ■    '  100  \%    o 

To  Lieutenant  Henry  Milling, 
of  the  8 1  ft  regiment  of  foot, 
for  the  lofs  oi^  half  his  bag- 
gage on  his' ditto  ■  32  20 
To  Captain  H.  W.  Carr,  of 
the  83d  ditto,  for  lofs  of 
^3ggage  at  the  evacuation  of 
St.  Lucia,  &c.  '  93  3  o 
i6th.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  H. 
Cavis,  to  replace  the  value 
of  a  quarter  mafter's  horfe, 
(hot  for  the  glanders        —        3r  10    o      ;f.     /•    /• 

.6,359    9     ' 

O^obcr  13th,  For  fix  months  allowance  to 

the  field  oiHcers  and  captains 
of  the  I  ft  regiment  of  foot 
guards,  to  24th  June  1797     2,5^®     *     ^ 
For  fix   months  ditto  of  the 

2d  ditto,  to  ditto        —         1*708     3^  o 
28th.     For  fix  months  ditto  of  the  3d 

ditto,  to  ditto         —        1,708     3     o 

5.936     7    or 

I>cc.  i6th.   To  G.  Garnier,  Efq,  apothecary-general,  for 

medicines,  inftruments,  and  materials  for  the 

ufe  of  the  forces,  in  part  of  a  warrant  for 

2.5,oooK        ■  _—      ^         20,000    o  *  o 

2 2d.     To  William  Gorton,  Efq.  ior  providing  a 

table  for  the  officers  of  the  life  and  foot 

guards  on  duty  at  St.  James's,  &c.  from 

25th  March  to  24th  September  1797,  in 

part  of  a  warrant  for  4»o83l.  7s.  6d.  2,000    o    o 

Augaft  25tb,  7'p  E.  G.  Smith,  Efq.  to  reimburfe  the  like 

fum  advanced/  by  him  for  the  maintenance 
pf  the  wives  and  families  of  the  two  regi- 
ments of  London  militia,  to  complete  a 
warrant  for  2,9641*  u«  jd.  —  i»7^3    7    * 
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1797. 
Augull  iSih.  Tp  William  Mitford,  Efq.  to  be  paid  £^    #.     tf. 

over  tO/M.  de  Loyante,  for  conftruc- 
tionof  a  machine  called  a  Bombardeer  104  11   ^o 

Sept.  4th.    To  Meflrs.  Eyre*  and  Strahan,  for  paper, 

printiag,  &c.  ads  of  Parliament  for  the 

ufe  of  the  army  —  •   .       587     3    4 

l2ih»  To  Colonel  E.  Morrifon,  for  his  contin- 
gent expences  as  deputy  quartcr-mafter- 
general,  to  24th  June  1795  — -  7^     3     © 

To  ditto,  for  ditto,  to  24th  December 

1 794  to  24th  December  1795         ■»—  '  7^     3     o 

To  General  Morrifon,  for  his  contingent 

expences  as  quartcr-mafter-general,  to  . 

24th  June  1 796  ■  — —  234    4    o 

To  Colonel  Montgomeric,  for  his  allow- 
ance as  lieutenant-governor  of  Edin- 
burgh caftle,  in  lieu  of  emoluments, 
from  aoth  Aoguft  to  24th  December 
1794        — -  —  —  —        72  14    9 

To  ditto,  for  ditto,  from  25th  December 

»795  .     — T  ^^4-    4    o 

To  Colonel  J.  Amherft,  for  his  contin- 
gent expences  as  deputy-adjutant-gene- 
ral, to  24th  June  1795        —         — •>  78    ^     o 

To  ditto,  for  ditto,  to  24th  December 

•179J  ^ —  — — .  78     3     o 

To  Major-general  Doyle,  for  fund ry  ex- 
pences paid  by  order  of  the  fecretary 
at  war  ■  ■  ■  130  10     6 

To  Lieutenant-general  Scott,  for  extra 
expences  of  houfe   rent  and   forage,  . 
while  ferving   in   Great  Britain  as  a 
major-general,  from  25th  March  1793 
to  24th  March  1794  —  -^  J38'  4    4 

To  Lieutenant-colonel  Calvert,  for  his 
contingent  expences  as  deputy-adju- 
tant-general, from  25thDecember  1795 
to  24th  June  1796  r— •         78     3.    • 

To  Mefifrs.  Cox  and  Greenwood,  for 
extra  expences  of  fundry  officers,  who 
were  ordered    home  from  the  Weft 

*   Indies  as  evidences  on  a  court  martial  129     30 

To  Major  Paterfon,  for  extra  expendi* 
tores  as  affiftantquarter-mafter-general, 
from  25th  March  to  24th  Decen^ber  .  , 

lygj  >i  ■  91     6     O 

To  ditto,  for  ditto,  from  2cth  Decern- 

bcr  1795  to  24th  December  1796         —        135  13    o 
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^797- 
Sept.  12th.   To  Marquis  Townfticnd,  for  hire,  &c.  £.    /.    tU 

of  ground  for  encamping  the  troops 

under  his  command,  in  1795  — —  9^    S    o 

To  the  Duke  of  Glouceftcr,  tot  coals  for 

a  detachment  of  foot  guards  in  the 

King's  Hofpital  at  Windfor,  in  1795  —  16  i  q 
To  Major-general  St,  Lcgcr,  for  travel- 
ling expences  on  fervice,  from  22  No« 

vembcr  to  2d  December  1 795  —  35  1 8  1 1 

To  Sir  W.  A.  Pitt,  for  an  allowance  in 

lieu  of  emoluments,  as   governor  of 

Portfmouth,  from  25th  June  1794  to 

24th  June  1795  ■  '    I    .    289    ft    6 

•To  Lieutenant-colonel  Calvert,  for  his 

contingent  expences  as  adling  deputy 

quarter- mafter-gcneral,  from  25th  De- 
cember 1795  to  24th  June  1796  7^  3  O 
To  Lieutenant-colonel  Charles  C^aifurd, 

for  re 'payment  of  the  like  fum  paid  by 

him  to  a  French  emigrant  family  ioo    O    Q 

To  Major  R,  Hamilton,  for  extra  ex- 
pences on   being  ordered  home  from 

the  Well  Indies  to  attend  a  court  martial  33  12    • 

14th,     To  lieutenant-colonel  Ramfay,  for  his 

trouble  while  employed  in  the  bufinefs 

of  foreign  corps  under  the  Secretary 

at  War  ■     ■  ■■  ■  —  300    o    o 

Odobcr  13th;  To  Major-general  Fox,  for  the  amount 

of  expenditures  at  Chatham  barracks, 

for  the  pay  and  contingencies  of  the 

ftaff,  kc.  for  fix  months^  to  24th  of 

June  1796  ,         —  ;;5,784  19  10 

To  Sir  William  Howe,  for  extra  expences 

incurred  by  himfelf,  and  other  general 

officers,  for  houfe-rent,  forage,  &c.  in 

i793»  1794* and  1795.        —    .    —  2,249  18  II 

2 1  ft.    To  Lieutenant  fiainbridge, .  of  the  67th 

regiment  of  foot,  for  extra  expencea 

on  being  ordered  home  from  the  Weft 

Indies,  as  an  evidence  on  a  court  rna'r- 

tial  intended  to  be  held        •—  — ^  25    2    9 

November  3d.  To  Lieutenant  John  O^Brycn,  of  ditto 

regiment,  for  ditto  fervice  —  23    2    # 

I  ith«    To  Thomas  Manfell,  for  fmall  beer  fup- 

plied  to  the  troops  in  Guernfey,  by 

orderof  the  late  Major-general  Small  933  le    > 

December  4th.  To  T.  Rice,  Elq.  furveyor  of  the 

guards,  for  work  done  in  repairs,  &c. 

of  the  foot-guards  rooms,  Somcrfet* 

Vol.  VI.  E  e 
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'797»  botifc  barracks,  recrait-houfe,  he,  in  £,    s*    /. 

the  year  i7$5  — —  —         Z»^^S  ^^    4- 

December  5th. To  Marquis  Cornwallis,  for  extraex- 

pences  of  himfclf,  and  other  general 
officers,  for  hoafe-rent,  forage,  &c.  in 
1794.  1 79^  1796.  and  1797  —     '     1,595     7     i 

6th.  To  Lieut.-colonel  Lenwrchant,  for  his 
trouble  and  expence,  and  as  a  compen- 
fation  to  the  party  under  his  command, 
while  inftrudting  the  cavalry  in  the  ex* 
ercife  of  the  fword  —  ■  .    476  15     S 

7th.  To  James  Dornford,  Efq.  afting  commif- 
fary  of  accounts  to  the  army  late  under 
the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Moira,  for 
his  contingent  expence*  ■  380  18  II 

Sth.  To  Lieutenant-general  David  Dundas, 
for  his  conringent  expencfes  as  quarter- 
mafter-general,  to  24th  December  1796  70    4    8 

To  Mr.  Egerton,  for  printing,  &c.  va- 
rious regulations  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  104  16    o 

X  rth.     To  Colonel  Yorke,   for  the  half  yearly 
allowance  to  the  officers  of  the  Tower, 
,  in  lieu  of  efmoluments,  to  24th  Decem- 

ber 1796  '    ■  ■  — .  212    4    o 

To  the  Reverend  John  Gamble,  for  ex- 
pences  in  bringing  portable  telegraphs     ■ 
to,perfedion  —  -—.^  74  18    9 

X  2th,  To  Sir  William  Fawcett,  K.B.  for  the  con- 
tingent expences  of  the  office  of  adju- 
tant-general, from  25th  June  to  24th 

December  1 796  —  3  ^  5     S     ^ 

To  William  Fettes,  to  pay  a  bill  of  ex- 
change for  expences  in  Ireland,  on  dif- 
embarking  the  Cambridge  and  Ancient 
Britifh  Fencible  Cavalry        —  34  16     6 

13th.  To  Jos.  White,  Efq.  for  tranfa)fting  law 
bufinefs  relative  to  the  army,  from  Ja- 
nuary 1789  to  iftOdober  1797  3>909  »3  S 
To  Meffrs.  Eyre  and  Strahan,  for  va- 
rious  a^s  of  Parliament,  &c.  fumilhed 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  between  i©th 
November  1796  and  26th  February  1797       i>355  19     3 

i^th.  To  GenersJ  Morrifon,  for  his  contingent 
expences  as  quarter- mailer-general, 
from  25th  June  to  24th  December  1796  234    4     o 

18th,  To  John  Walter,'  for  printing,  &c.  va- 
rious regulations  for  the  ufe  of  the  army        7,060    6     ^ 

5©th.  To  Meffrs,  J.  and  G.  Carleton,  for  lofs 
on  the  fale  of  the  Exchequer  bills,  and 
on  account  of  fees  of  office  in  confe- 
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1797.  quence  of  their  baving  been  employed  r^      /,    ^. 

as  agents  to  the  embarkation  fervicein 
Ireland  — -  — —  i.t^y  H     ^ 

Pec.  2 iff:  To  Meflrs.  Mumford  and  Murra/y  for 
lofles  fuftained  by  them  for  freight* 
demurrage,  and  charges  of  the  ihip 
Patty,  eneaged  to  carry  pot  and  pearl 
alhes  to  France,  flopped  by  order  of 
Tjxafury  —  —  —  719    6.  5 

iC- 1*388*43;    9    • 
Towards  which  may  be  applied^ 

Cafh  received  of  the  re- 
I  prefentatires  of  Danid 

wier,  Efq,  deceafed, 
late  commiiTary-general 
in  North  Amen<^a,  as 
the  balance  of  an  ac- 
count  *-        jf.  12,045  10    5 

Caih  received  of  Claude 
Scott,  Efq.        —        ij,ooo    0    • 

Amount   of  dollars  be«  ) 

longing  to  Govem- 
xnent,  returned  to  the 
Bank     -?*        — i        xo,ooo    o    o 

■  ■  •      ^  '■  37>o43  'o    J 

iC'i»35«*39«  >9    3 

War  Office, 
26th  IVfarch  1798,  W,  WINDHAM. 
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LAND-TAX  REDEMPTION  BI LL 


t 

Being  exlr^rtiely  defirous  of  prcfcrving  as  muc)i  information  as  pof- 
fiblc  regarding  the  debates,  on  fo  interefting  a  fubjedl  as  the  re^ 
derfiption  of  the  Land  Tax,  we  have  procured  the  foUoiiping 
inore  accurate  account  than  the  one  already  given,  of  a  Speech, 
which  detailed  the  principal  arguments  againft  that  meafure  at 
conliderable  length. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR'S  Speech  in  the  debate  on  the  Tale  of 

the  Land  Tax,  gth  May,  1798. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I  delayed  troubling  the  Houfe  with  any  obfervatiohs  which  may 
have^  occurred  to  me,  on  the  plan  to  which  our  attention  is  once 
more  diredled,  until  this  ftage  of  our  proceedings,  becaufe  my  ob- 
jedlions  lay,  not  to  any  particular  branch  of  the  refolutions  which 
were  originally  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt),  but  to  the  general  fcope  rfnd  principle  of  the  fyjftem  :  and  I 
now  arife  to  ftate  thofe  obfervations  to  the  Houfe,  in  the  full  con- 
vidJion,  that  they  wilLnot  only  fufficiently  juftify  the  vote  which  I 
Ihall  give  this  night,  but  alfo  that  they  may  contribute  to  awaken 
the  attention  of  this  Houfe  and  of  the  Public  to  the  danger  of  fuch' 
a  bill  palling  into  a  law,  which,  after  all  the  corlfideration  I  have 
been  able  to  beftow  upon  it,  even  in  its  prefent  ftate  of  maturity,  as 
ripened  in  the  biU  now  before  us,  and  brought  to  all  the  perfecflion 
of  which  it  is  probably  capable,  feems  to  be  at  leajl  as  exceptionable 
as  any  meafurp  that,  to  the  beft  of  my  recolledtion,  was  ever  fug- 
gefted,  either  by  the  prefent,  or  by  any  former  .Minifter  of  this 
Country. 

Before  I  proceed,  however,  to  ftate  the  reafons  which  have  in-- 
duccd  me  to  oppofe  this  bill,  I  think  that  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  fubmit  to  your  confideration,  and  that  of  the  Houfe  in  general, 
an  objcdlion  of  a  preliminary  nature,  namely,  to  the  legality  of  our 
proceedings.  It  is  well  known  that  we  have  already  voted  a  land 
tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound,  and  no  morcy  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1798,  and  that  an  a6l  has  paffed  for  carrying  thgt  meafure  into 
cfFeS.  We  have  therefore  precluded  ourfclves,  by  the  indifputa- 
ble  law  of  Parliament  regarding  the  form  of  our  proceedings,  from 
again  difcufling  the  fubjeiSl  of  a  land  tax  during  the  prefent  feffion, 
unlefs  we  haye  rcferved  power  for  that  purpofe.  The  Houfe  has 
*"-en  accuftomed  fo  referve  fuch  a  power  in  two  way«,  namely,  firft,' 
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ji  power  to  repeal  the  whole ;  or,  fecondly,  any  port  of  an  z&.  Of 
the  firft  we  have  an  example,  in  the  37th  Geo.  III.  c.  4.  $•  60, 
jthe  word«(.  of  which  arc  as  follow :  "  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
"  enabled,  that  this  aSf  may  be  altered,  varied,  or  repealed,  by  any 
"  aft  or  adls  to  be  made  in  this  prefent  fcflion  of  Parliament.'* 
The  cfaufe  in  the  Land-tax  Bill  of  this  year  is,  however,  of  a  very 
different  nature,  and  is  conceived  in  the  following  terms :  **  Pro- 
*'  vidcd  always,  and  be  it  further  enafled  by  the  authority'  afore- 
"  faid,  that  any  fart  of  this  a£f  may  be  altered,  varied,  or  r^pealed^ 
'^  by  any  a£l  or  a£ts  to  be  made  in  this  prefent  felTion  of  Parlia- 
f'  ment."  Such  a  claufe,  I  underftand,  was  introduced  into  the 
annual  Land-t^x  Bill  fome  years  ago,  with  a  view  of  enabling  Par- 
liament to  alter,  to  vary,  or  to  repeal,  any  of  thofe  local  regulations 
with  which  the  zGt  abounds,  tbat  might  be  found  oppreflive,  but  it 
never  could  be  intended  to  fan£tion  a  plan  like  the  prefent ;  the  ob« 
jeft  of  which  is,  to  overture,  not  any  particular  part,  but  the  whole 
tenor  and  principle  of  the  a61,  and,  indeed,  by  making  the  prefent 
land  tax  perpetual,  to  render  any  future  aft,  on  the  fame  bafis,  per-  . 
fefUy  unneceflary.  It  was  in  confequence  of  this  claufe  alone  that 
we  were  judified  in  permntting  a  bill  to  be  introduced  by  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce  Bird)  regarding  the  Land-t^x 
pommiffioners.  The  objeft  of  that  aft  is  very  properly  declared 
in  the  title  of  the  bill  to  be,  "  to  alter  and  amend  Jo  much  of  an 
"  aft  pafled  in  the  prefent  fcflion  ^  of  Parliament  (namely,  the 
*^  Land-tax-  Aft)  as  relates  to  the  qualification  of  the  Commif- 
'*  fioners."  Whereas  this  is  a  bill,  not  for  altering  any  part  of 
the  Land-tax  Aft,  which  is  all  we  are  jufliBed  in  doing,  but  for 
making  perpetual  a  tax  which  by  an  aft  pafled  this  very  feflion  is 
only  granted  for  one  year  and  no  more.  It  overturns  at  the  fame 
time  a  fyftem  that  has  been  uniformly  afted  upon  for  above  a  cen- 
tury, and  in  which  the  exigence  and  authority  of  this  Houfe  were 
fuppofed  to  have  been  deeply  implicated. 

I  thought  it  neceffary  to  call  your  attention  to  this  preliminary 
objeftion,  from  the  full  conviftion,  that  if  we  once  fufFer  the  forms 
of  the  Houfe  to  be  violated,  we  are  not  likely  long  to  enjoy  the  ef-" 
fence  and  fubftantial  benefits  of  this  Conflitution.  My  objeftipns, 
however,  go,  not  only  to  the  form  of  our  proceedings,  but  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill  itfelf.  In  regard  to  the  firft  point,  namely,  the 
forms  of  the  Houfe,  if  we  wifh  to  preferve  the  appearance  of  any 
rcfpeft  for  them,  we  muft  neceffarily  defer  the  farther  confideration 
of  this  bill  until  another  feflion  of  Parliamerit :  but  if  we  have  any 
regard /ir  the  realinterejis  of  this  country ^  I  hope  to  make  it  appear, 
in  the  courfc  of  what  I  am  now  about  to  obferve,  that  we  ought 
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never  to  fufler  fuch  a  bill  as  this  to  be  agaii^  dtfcuflfed  within  thefe 
walls*. 

The  firft  objeflion  that  muft  ftrike  at  once  every  individual,  is 
the  one  founded  on  that  important  principle  of  this  Conftitution, 
and  which  has  long  been  confidered  as  cffential  to  the  exiftence  and 
authority  of  this  Houfe,  namely,  that  tVie  taxes  on  land  and  malt, 
which  are  the  fureft  and  moft  produftive  branches  of  the  revenue, 
inftead  of  being  permanently  granted  to  the  Crown,  ^'  for  fupport-  ' 
ing,"  in  the  words  of  the  ac^,  ^^  His  Majejlys  Governmenty^  ihdW 
be  annually  voted.  But  we  are  told,  that  though  it  is  propofed  to 
make  the  land  tax  perpetual,  yet  that  other  taxes,  even  to  a  larger 
amount,  (though  that,  by  the  by,  has  not  been  proved,)  which  are 
now  perpetual,  are  to  have  their  nature  altered,  and  are  to  be  fub- 
jefted  to  the  annual  vote  of  Parliament ;  and  certain  duties  on 
kfjalt,  fugar,  tobacco,  and  fnufF,  are  appropriated,  by  this  bill,  for 
that  purp(5fe.  There  is  certainly  fome  plaufibility  in  the  idea.  At 
the  fame  time  the  Houfe  will  advert  to  this,  that  the  produce  of  all 
taxes  on  confumption  muft  be  flucSluating,  and  muft  ever  depend  on 
a  variety  of  circumftances  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Parlia- 
ment to  control:  forinftance,  prejudice,  caprice,  or  paffion,  might, 
in  the'fpace  of  a  few  weeks,  annihilate  the  revenue  arifing  from  to- 
bacco and  fnufF:  whereas  the  land  tax  muft  be  paid,  as  long  as,  the 
territory  of  the  country  remains  produdlive.  It  is  impoflible,  there- 
fore, to  liften  to  this  fophiftical  anfwer  to  a  plain  and,  indeed,  un- 
Jsinfwerable  objedion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  propofcs^ 
that  the  pillars  of  this  Conflitution,  and  the  exiftence  and  autho- 
rity of  thi$  Houfe,  (hall  reft  upon  fuch  frail  foundations  as  the  con- 
tents of  a  fnufF-box,  or  of  a  pipe /of  tobacco.  I  wi(h,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  fee  them  remain  on  their  old  territorial  bafts,  and  that  the 
value  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  produce  of  the  country  (hall  be 
annually  voted  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  our  fleets  and  armies,  and  the  other  ex;pcnces  of  the 
Crown,  and  that,  unlefs  fuch  a  grant  is  made,  that  the  whole  frame 
and  fabric  of  our  Govfcrnment  (hall  be  unhinged.  The  firft  is  a 
meafure  that  may  fuit  the  narrow  mind  of  a  mere  financier,  who 
can  think  of  nothing  but  taxation.  The  fecbnd,  which  has  been 
fandlioned  with  the  approbation  of  the  greateft  Statefman  that  ever 
fat  within  thcfe  walls,  forms  a  check,  which^  hope  this  Houfe  will 
not  ra(hly  hazard  or  abandon. 


*  For  the  feparate  debate  op  thii  preliminary  objcflion,  the  reader  is 
'^ed  to  pa^e  13^. 
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My  next  obje6lion  is  of  a  I^al  nature,  namely,  on  the  cSk6t 
that  fuck  ah  aft  muft  have  upon  the.  landed  property  of  the  country, 
and  the  endlefs  confufion  and  litigation  it  mud  occafion,  both  in 
parishes  regarding  apportioning. the  hnd  tax,  and  among  individual?. 
On  the  firft  pointy  theip  can  be  no  doubt.  With  refpedl  to  the 
fecond,  nothing  can  be^  more  defirable  for  a  landed  proprietor  than 
to  avoid  law-fuits,  and  to  have  every  thing  connected  with  the  title 
deeds  of  his  eftate  as  clear  and  diftinft  as  poffible.  But  how  is  that 
to  be  the  cafe,  if  thefe  refolutions  fliould  pafs  into  a  law.  The  land 
tax,  when  purchafed  or  redeemed,  is  fometimes  to  be  a  real  eftate, 
fometimes  a  perfonal  eftate,  and  fometimes  to  be  converted  from  a 
perfonal  to  a  real  eftate.  Is.  it  poffible  for  this  Houfe  to  counte- 
nance fuch  confufion  ;  and  before  we  fuffer  fuch  a  bill  to  proceed 
one  ftep  farther, ^ought  we  not  to  hear  what  the  Attorney  General  for 
England,  the  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland,  and  other  great  lumina* 
ries  of  the  law,  confider  may  be  the  efleft  of  fuch  a  fyftem  on 
the  landed  property  of  the  two  kingdoms  ?  The  gentlemen  of  ihc 
long  robe,  though  extremely  numerous  in  the  Houfe,  (for  this  far 
from  being  a  parliamentum  indoSiuniy)  have  in  general  preferved  a 
cautious  filence  upon  this  fubjeft,  which  was  matter  of  aftonifliment 
to  me  till  I  began  to  confider  how  much  fuch  a  bill  muft  benefit  the 
profeflTion,  as  we  may  trace  in  it  the  foundation  of  at  leaft  ten  thou- 
fand  law-fuits,  one  in  each  pariih  being  a  very  moderate  calculation ; 
and  thus  no  inconfidcrable  (hare  of  the  remnant  of  free  property, 
which  the  landed  intereft  will  be  fuflrered  to  retain  in  their  poC- 
feffion,  will  be  abforbed.  Let  us  take,  for  inftance,  «the  daufe  for 
felling  a  part  of  an  eftate  for  the  purpofe  of  redeeming  the  land  tax; 
1.  Any  part  of  the  manor  is  to  be  fold,  with  the  exception  of  the 
manfion-houfe.  If  not  fold  by  public  auction,  hpw  is  it  to  be 
afcertained  whether  the  price  was  a  fair  one?  Here  is  an  abundant 
fource  of  litigation,  more  efpecially  as  there  is  no  regulation  as  to 
the.  expences  attending  the  falcs,  nor  the  purchafing  qf  the  3  per 
cent,  ftock.  2.  The  furplus  money  is  to  be  placed  in  the  Bank 
of  England,  in  Government  or  other  public  fecurities,  and  then  to 
be  re-invefted  in  land  for  the  like  uf^^^,  trufts,  intents,  and  purpofcs, 
as  the  eftate  originally  fold,— In  the  courfe  of  fuch  tranfa^Mons, 
who  does  not  fee  a  plentiful  fource  of  litigation,  infinite  trouble, 
and  endlefs  expenqe  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  ' 
brought  in  this  bill  was  bred  to  the  bar,  and  having  fome  com- 
pailion  for  his  old  aftbciates,  whofe  profeffional  profits  have  been  fo 
muoh  impaired  by  the  prefent  unfortunate  war,  it  is  natural  for  him 
to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  throwing  fome  crumbs. from  his  plen- 
tiful table,  and  of  beftowing  a  million  on  Weftminfter-hall,  which 
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is  the  fmallcft  fum  that  will  accrue  to  it  if  fuch  a  bill  paffts  into  a 
law ;  but  thofe  who  have  any  regard  for  the  landed  intereft  will 
advifc  them  to  remain  as  they  are.  At  prcfent  they  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  pay  their  annual  land  tax*  to  the  coUeflor  ;  but  if  they 
involve  themfclves  in  all  the  legal  labyrinths  of  redemption y  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  fay  when  they  will  get  out  of  them :  they  may  be 
affured,  not  without  furrendering  a  confiderable  part  of  their  pro- 
perty, to  thofe  ptofeffional  fri;:nds  who  will  undertake  to  extri- 
cate them.  ^ 

The  next  objeflion  that  occurs  to  me  is  of  a  financial  nature. 
'We  all  know  that  the  land  tax,  as  it  is  now  impofed,  is  extremely 
unequal :  it  is  the  obje6l,  however,  of  the  prefent  bill  to  perpetuate 
that. inequality.  Indeed  the  land  tax  is  not  only  unequal,  but  has 
ever  been  confidered  as  a  very  exceptionable  impoft,  and  one  that 
ought  only  to  be  had  tecourfe  to  in  the  moft  preffmg  and  urgent 
neceffity.  In  a  famous  debate,  anno  1732*,  on  the  fubjetft  of 
reducing  it  to  one  (hilling  in  the* pound,  we  are  told,  that  a  former 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  (Sir  Robert  Walpole,)  whofe  language 
was  then  received  with  repeated  hearems  and  tumults  of  applaufe, 
thus  expreffed  himfelf :  "  As  to  the  manner  of  raifing  t^xes.  upon 
"  the  people,  it  is  a  certain  maxim  that  that  tax,  which  is  the  moft 
**  ecjual  and  the  moft  general,  is  the  moft  juft  and  the  leaftbur- 
**  denfome.  When  every  man  contributes  a  fmall  (hare,  a  great 
**  fum  may  be  raifed  for  the  public  fervice,  without  any  man  being . 
"**  fenfible  what  he  pays ;  whereas  a  fmall  fum,  raifed  upon  a  few, 
**  lies  heavy  upon  each  particular  man,  and  is  the  more  grievous* 
*'  in  that  it  is.unjuft.  The  landholders  bear  but  a  fmall  propor- 
**  tion  to  the  people  of  this,  qr  of  any  other  nation,  yet  no  man 
**  contributes  any  the  leaft  (hare  to  this  tax  but  he  that  is  poffefTed 
**  of  a  land  eftate ;  and  yet  this  tax  has  been  continued  without  in- 
<*  termiflion  for  above  thefc  forty  years—//  has  continued  fo  long  and 
**  lain  Jo  heavy  y  that  I  may  venture  to  Jay  y  many  a  landed  gentleman  in 
**  this  hingdofn  has  thereby  been  utterly  ruined  and  undone ;"  and  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  debate  he  added,  "  the  land  tax  is  the  moft 
**  unequal,  the  moft  grievous,  and  the  moft  pppreflTive  tax,  that 
**  ever  was  raifed  in  this  country.  It  is  a  tax  which  never  ought 
**  to  be  raifed  but  in  times  of  the  mojl  extreme  necejfify.  The  beft 
**  judges,  the  trueft  patriots  in  all  countries,  have  been  of  opiniori, 
<< '  that  of  all  taxes,  that  upon  immoveable  goods,  that  upon  lands 

<*  and  houfes,  ought  to  be  the  laji  refource,** 

I 

*  SeeTorbuck's  Debates^  yoL  io,  p.  149  and  iS?* 
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Such  were  the  fcntiments  of  a  former  Chancellor  of  the  Eit- 
chequery  in  confequence  of  which  he  propofcd  reducing  the  land  tax 
to  one  (hilling  in  the  pound.      His  fucceflbr,  who  now  holds  that 
ofEcc,  follows  a  very  different  fyftcmy  and  endeavours  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  with  the  landed  intercd  by  different  means  and  on  different 
principles.     For  inftancCy  he  is  the  firft  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer that  ever  attempted  to  keep  the  land  tax  at  its  highcft  rate 
in  time  of  peace,  as  well  as  in  time  of  war  ;  that  ever  ventured  to 
propofe  rendering  that  tax  perpetual ;  and  who  not  only  infifls  on 
perpetuating  the  prefent  unequal  land  tax  at  its  higheil  rate,  but 
alfo  who  threatens  the  landed  intereft  with  an  unlimited  addition  to 
ib  heavy  a  burden.      The  additional  tax,  the  foundation  of  which  is 
fo  evidently  laid.in  this  bill,  may  at  firft  be  low,  tail  it  one  (hillings 
or  even  fix- pence  in  the  pound  ;  but  if  the  principle  is  once  ad» 
mitted,  it  will  foon  be  found  rhe  readicft  refource  in  all  emergencies. 
We  are  told,  that  freehold  in  ofHce  is  a  better  tenure  than  a  free* 
hold  eftate,  and  that  taxes  upon  land  furnifh  a  fcciiriry  fo  infiriitcly 
preferable  to  every  other,  that  by  converting  cxcifc  duties  into  taxes 
upon  land,  the  public  may  gain  oncr fifth  additional  revenue.      Can 
there  be  a  flronger  temptation  to  throw  as  heavy  a  load  as  poflfiblc 
upon  Jand,  and  to  exempt  freehold  in  office  from  taxation  ?     Does 
not  the  principle  of  this  meafure  go  to  prove,  that  if  400,000!.  can 
bc^ined  by  perpetuating  the  land  tax  of  two  millions,  that  a  mil- 
lion would  be  gained  by  Jayitig  fi^e  millions  upon  land,  two  millions 
by  laying  ten  millions,  and  that  by  laying  twenty  millions  four  mil- 
lions would  be  the  profit  of  the  Exchequer  }     Here  is  a  means  of 
acquiring  a  great  revenue,  the  pradlicability  of  which,  if  this  plan 
fucceedsy  cannot  be  quefiioned,   and  which,  if  pradicable,  the  nc- 
ceifities  of  an    extravagant  Government    may  foon   render   in- 
difpenfable. 

The  next  obje<^ion  that  ftruck  my  mind  was  one  of  a  political 
nature,  but  which  I  am  happy  to  find  is  taken  away  by  the  amended 
bill,  and  therefore  it  is  unneceffary  to  dwell  much  upon  it.  Wc 
all  know,  that  by  the  union  between  England  and  Scotland,  the 
proportion  of  hnd/ tax  between  the  two  countries  is  for  ever  afcer- 
tained.  The  one  is  to  raife  at  the  rate  of  nearly  two  milliof^S;  and 
the  other  about  48,000!.  per  annum,  or  in  that  ratio,  for  any 
gi«atcr  or  leffer  fum.  People  are  apt  to  fay,  that  the  burden  is 
extremely  unequal.  It  is  a  part,  however^  of  an  indiifoluble  bar- 
gain between  the  two  countries,  which  cannot  now  he  altered. 
Eefidcs,  it  can  be  proved,  that  the  inequality  is  altogether  owing  to 
the  fuperior  agricultural  legiflation  and  police  of  Scotland-  Let 
the  Englifh  pafs  a  general  bill  for  inclofure,  let  them  modify  tytbct 
Vol..  VI.  F  f  ^ 
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fo  as  to  prevent  their  being  a  bar  to  improvement,  let  thetn  reftrain 
the  poor- rates  within  moderate  bounds,  let  them  aboli(h  anj  ob* 
noxious  remnants  of  the  feudal  fyflem,  and  let  the  tenants  have 
proper  leafes  of  their  farms,  and  the  land  of  England  will  foon  be 
as  cheaply  taxed  as  that  |n  Scotland.  It  is  owing  to  the  circum- 
ftances  above  alluded  to  that  the  rents  of  Seotland  Tiave  proportion* 
;ibly  increafed  more,  under  all  the  difadvantages  of  inferior  foil,  of 
an  inferior  climate,  of  an  inferior  capital,  and  of  inferior  markets. 
Give  England  the  fame  legal  advantages  which  Scotland  at  prefent 
happily  poffcffes,  and  its  agricultural  profperity  would  increafe  in 
jUich  a  ratio,  that  the  land  tax  it  is  now  fuhjed  to  would  be  to  the 
full  as  low  in  England  as  in  Scotland,  and  there  would  exift,  oh 
that  account,  no  jealoufy  between  the  two  kingdoms.  It  is  unne* 
ceffary,  however,  to  dwell  on  an  objcflion  which  has  been  already 
happily  adverted  to  and  removed  *. 

Another  objedlion  arifes  from  a  claufe  in  the  amended  bill,  re- 
fpefling  ^hich  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  preferred,  as 
long  as  poflible,  a  cautious  and  prudent  filence.  I  had  remarked 
from  the  beginning,  that  he  had  never  explained  the  nature  of  the 
commiffioners  whom  he  had  propofed  to  intrud  with  the  authority  of 
felling  the  land  tax  ;  but  the  claufe  he  has  introduced  (fee  p.  46.) 
is  fo  exceptionable,  that  though  it  might  be  amended  in  a  Com- 
mittee, I  think  it  proper  to  take  this  opportunity  of  alluding  to^it. 
The  Commiffioners  are  to  be  nominated  by  the  Crown,  and  are  to ' 
receive  at  the  rate  of  three-pence  in  the  pound  pn  the  amount  of  the 
land  tax  fold  by  them  ;  that  might  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  ex- 
vtend,  to  an  one-eightieth  part  of  the  4.0,000,000  propofed  to  be 
"  raifed  by  the  fale  of  the  land  tax,  or  no  lefs  a  fum  than  500,000], 
But  that  would  be  too  abfurd;  An  one-eightieth  part,  however,  of 
the  two  millions,  or  25,000!.,  jsan  objed)  which  will  require  partU 
€ular  attention,  fhould  die  bill  be  recommitted,  and  is  an  expence 
which  ought  certainly  to  be  avoided. 

But  the  objedtion  which  ftrikes  my  mind  the  moft  forcibly,  is 
one  of  an  agricultural  nature,  and  it  feems  to  me  fuilicient  of  itfelf 
to  overturn  the  whole  fyAem.  The  objedt  of  the  meafure  is,  ia 
iempf  the  country  gentlemen  to  lay  out  any  money  he  may  have  in 
his  pofTeiTion,  or  any  fum  he  can  borrow,  or  can  procure,  by  a  fale 
of  part  of  his  eftate,  or  mortgaging  the  whole  of  it,  in  purchafing  hi^ 
land  tax.  Can  there  be  a  more  deAru6live  policy,  either  for  the 
individual,  or  for  the  public  ?     If  a  landed  proprietor  lias  any 

■    ■'■■■  ■    ■  ^ 

^  Thp  ciaafe,  hqwever^  was  aft^  taken  o«t  pf  th$  bil}. 
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money  lo  fpare,  the  proper  mode  fox  him  to  lay  it  out  is^  in  the 
improvement  of  his  eilate  \  in  that  way  he  may  gain,  infiead  of  5, 
from  7  to  159  or  even  20  per  cent,  for  his  moneyi  and  by  his  im- 
provements the  public  profperity  is,  in  various  refpeSs,  infinitely 
.  ai^;mented.     Population  is  increafed,  abundance  of  provilions  is 
fecured)  important  additions  made  to  the  revenue,  nay,  the  great 
objedl  of  the  bill  itfelf,  an  increafed  price  of  Aock,  ultimately  fe- 
cured.     All  hope&  of  that  fort,  howevei^  will  be  annihilated,  at 
leaft  for  fome  time,  if  this  meafure  fuccecds ;  and  if  it  does  not 
fucceed,  are  we  not  holding  up  delufive  hopes  to  the  country  ?     As 
ko  the  idea  of  the. proprietor  borrowing  money,  or  felling  a  part  of 
his  eftate  to  obtain  it,  I  am  perfuaded  chat  neither  of  thofe  plans  can 
be  fxiuch  relilhed  by  the  landed  intereft.     If  money  can  be  obtained 
in  either  way,  let  it  be  expended  on  improvement ;  if  borrowed  at 
5  per  cent.,  no  advantage  can  be  obtained  from  the  tranfa(5lion ;  if 
under  5  per  cent.,  the  money  will  probably  be  called  up  When  it 
Jbecomes  fcarcer  and  more  valuable,  and  the  proprietor  will  find  him- 
felf  involved  in  the  greateft  pecuniary  difficulties.     Selling  a  part 
of  an  eftate  is  feldom  eligible  ;  it  can  only  be  thought  of  when  there 
are  detached  fpots,  and  in  the  cafe  of  fettled  eftaces,  is  attended  witl> 
.  peculiar,  indeed  unfurmountable  difficulties,  and  almoft  endlefs  ex* 
pence  and  litigation. 

On  the  fubjefl  of  improvement,  it  may, not  be  improper  briefly 
to  ftate  the  various  meafures  which  have  been  adopted  in  dif^rqnt 
countries  for  its  encouragement  or  otherwife,  and  by  contrafting  the 
one  with  the  other  y^c  ihall  be  able  more  clearly  to  fee  the  hideoufnefs 
of  the  prefent  meafure  in  its  real  colours. 

The  bed  mode  of  encouraging  improvements,  is  the  one  adopted 
by  Frederic  the  Great,  King  of  Pruffia,  who  expended  about  two 
millions  of  German  crowns,  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterl* 
in^perannupi,  in  promoting  the  improvement  of  his  country,  and 
the  general  comfort  of  its  inhabitants.  Wc  are  told  in  particular, 
that  he  expended  confiderable  fums  of  money  in  promoting,  even 
by  premiums,  the  abolition  of  commons  and  the  inclofure  of 
lands.  What  a  contrafl  between  fuch  a  wife  policy  and  the  prac« 
tice  of  this  country,  where  the  proprietors  are  not  fufFered  to  inclofe 
and  cultivate  their  own  land,  when  they  are  ready  an(;i  willing  to  do 
fo,  without  being  previoufly  fubjedled  to  a  heavy  expence  i  and  in** 
ftead  of  grants  to  encourage  them,  they  are  required  to  pay  confxder* 
able  fums  for  a  permiffion  to  begin  their  impr9vements  1  No  wonder, 
therefore,  that  we  were  lately  under  the  neceffity  of  laying  out,  in 
public  bounties,  no  lefs  a  fum  than  570,0001.  to  encourage  the  im"* 
pQpation  of  foreign  grain,  partly  from  thofc  very  deferts  which  tti^ 
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immortal  Frederic,  by  his.  fuperior  policy,  brought  into  a  ftafe  of  cul- 
tivation. But  he  wifely  confidered  expence  laid  out  for  promoting 
improvement  to  be  likematiure  fprcad  ufpon  the  ground,  which  fc- 
cured  a  wore  abundant  harveft,  and  inftead  of  impovert(hlng  him- 
klf  by  that  liberal  policy,  the  refult  was,  that  though  originally 
mafter  of  a  country,  naturally  barren,  and  without  the  advantages  of 
cxtenfive  commerce  or  valuable  manufactures,  yet  he  raifed  it,  by 
his  genius  and  talents,  and  by  his  unceafing  attention  to  its  internal 
improvements,  to  be  one  of  the  moft  powerful  countries  in  Europe ; 
and  though  he  maintained  a  numerous  army  of  200,000  men,  and 
fpared  no  expence  in  collecting  great  magazines  of  provifions,  a 
formidable  artillery,  and  all  the  other  implements  of  war,  yet  he 
left  behind  him  a  treafure,  in/pea'e,  of  tWelve  millions  fterling. 

The  fecond  mode  of  encouraging  improvement,  is  a  mcafurc 
which  ha^  been  juftified  by  experience  in  fome  countries,  and  which 
I  hope  will,  fome  time  or  other,  be  adopted  here,  rwmely,  that  of 
lending  money  to,  proprietors  of  land  at  a  low  intereft  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  enabling  them  to  improve  it.  This  is  a  fyftem  that  cannot 
be  too  -ftrongly  recommended  to  the  attention  of  any  Government 
that  is  wealthy  enough  to  attempt  it. 

The  third  fyftem  is  the  one  that  has  hitherto  been  adopted  in  ihis 
country,  by  which  a  tax  on  land  has,  indeed,  been.impofed,  varying 
in  point  of  amount  from  is.  to  4s.  in  the  pound,  but  always  levy- 
ing a  proportionable  fum  from  the  fame  diftridt.  This  is  an  indi- 
rc6l  encouragement  to  improvement ;  for  the  rate  being  once  fixed, 
any  .additional  value,  to  an  eftate,  in  confequence  of  expenfivc  im- 
jprqvements,  goes,  with  the  exceptix)n  of  tithes,  into  the  pocket  of 
the  proprietor  ;  and  this  circumftancc  has  certainly  materially  con- 
tributed to  "the  improvement  of  this  country. 

The  next  ftep,  to  Commence  the  progrefs  of  dtfcouragementy  is  the 
one  which  the  rigbt  honourable  gentleman  has  in  contemplation, 
and  points  out  in  this  bill,  namely,  that  of  levying  an  equal  land 
fax  over  the  whole  kingdom,  varying  according  tc  the  alteration  of 
Income,  or  annual  value  of  an  eftate.  It  is  evident  that  this  muft 
be  an  alm9ft  infurmountable  check  to  every  fpecie?  of  agricultural 
cnterprife ;  for  in  the  face  of  fuch  a  burden,  who  will  venture  to 
lay  out  his  money  for  the  purpofes  of  improvement  ? 
•  But  the  fummit  of  political  abfardity,  if  the  improvement  of  a 
rountry  (hould  be  confidered  as  an  objedl  wortjiy  of  confideration,  is 
the  meafure  now  under  our  difcuflion,  by  which,  inftead  of  granting 
'ihoiiey^to  the  l^ded  proprietor,  or  lending  him  fums  at  low  intereft, 
for  promoting  agricultural  exertion,  or  impofing  no*  additional  bor* 

r^n  improvement,  but  giving  the  whde  benefit  t)f  it  to  the  pro- 
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prietor,  it  is  propoftxi  to  take  from  him  all  the  capital  he  has,  x»  all 
the  money  he  can  procure,  by  any  means,  f^  the-purpofe  of  redeenp> 
ing  his  land  tax.  A  more  ef!ed)ual  way  of  difcouraging  improve- 
ment could  hardly  be  contrived.  If  it  fucceeds  according  to  die 
intentions  of  the  propofer,  forty  jnillions  (lerling  would  bcpait]  t^ 
the  landed  intereft  for  getting  rid  of  this  tax*  Inftead  of  tha( 
miferable  mode  of  laying  out  fuch  a  fum  of  money,  let  ps  confided 
for  9  moment  what  would  be  the  refult  of  laying  out  forty  millioilt 
on  improving  the  territory  of  the  country.  The  eflfed  of  fuch  an 
event  would  be,  not  only  making  this  country  d>e  garden  of  Europe^ 
but  alfo  adding  fo  much  to  its  revenue  and  general  profperity,  tha( 
we  need  not  be  apprehenfive  of  wanting  financial  refources,  or  that 
our  public  credit  could  polTibly  be  impaired.  In  fad,  the  diflTerence 
between  the  two  fyftems  is  fhortly  this  :  The  right  honouraibte^n- 
tleman  wiflies  to  fupport  the  funded  at  the  expence  of  the  landed 
intereft  ;  whereas  I  wifli  to  promote  the  improvement  of  the 
country  without  taking  away  any  thing  from  the  funds,  perfedly 
£itis(ied  that,  when  the  country  profpers,  no  apprehenfion^need  to  b6 
entertained  that  the  funded  intereft  will  not  thence  derive  the  moft 
effential  benefits. 

I  ihall  next  proceed  to  confider  the  arguments  which  have  be^. 
made  ufe  of  in  favour  of  this  meafure,  namely,  that  it  may  add 
from  20O9O00I.  to  40o,oool.  per  annum  to  the  revenue,  and 
may  take  80,000,000  of  3  per  cent,  dock  out  of  the  mark^. 

In  regard  to  thefe  fuppofed  advantages,  they  entirely  depend  upon 
the  poflibility  of  carrying  the  meafure  into  eflPcd  ;  whcfo  I  conlider 
the  plan  not  only  highly  exceptionable,  for  the  reafoi^s  I  have 
already  afligncd,  but,  on  its  prcfcnt  footing,  for  the  plan  might  be 
greatly  improved,  perfedly  impracticable  in  itfelf,  were  it  liable  to 
no  obje^lion. 

There  are  but  five  defcriptions  of  perfons  who  arc  likely  to  pur- 
ehafe  the  land  tax,  namely,   the   landed.' propTictor  himfelf,   public 

bodies    and    truftces,    wealthy   individuals    in    London,    or  their 

< 

foreign  correfpondcnts,  moeied  perfons  in  the  country,  and  opulent 
^rmers.  • 

As  ta  the  firft,  it  is  on  all  hands  admitted,  that  in  confequerice* 
of  various  drcumftancesi  on  which  it  is  unneccffary  now  to  dwell, 
there  are  few  if  any  landed  proprietors  who  are  in  a  fituation  to 
purchafe  their  own  land  tax.  Public  bodies,  or  truftees  ading  for 
others,  vfiti  hardly  venture  on  fuch  a  fpeculation.  Monied  men  in 
London,  and  flill  more  the  foreign  capitalifts  with  whom  they  cor- 
refpond,  are  not  fo  infcnfibre  to  their  own  interefts  as  to  take  5  per  j 
cent,  whcrrthey  can  get  6,  on  fecurity  equally  good,  and  infinitely        J 
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wore  ccmvfenicht,*  from  the  cafincfs  of  transfer,  the  regular  payment 
of  the  intercfty  and  the  certainty  with  which  it  can  .be  fold.  In  re«- 
gard  to  monied  rtien  in  the  country,  they  are  now  as  Converiant  in 
the  (locks  as  the  citizens  of  London  themfelves,  and  will  not  be 
calily  tempted  to  give  them  up  on  terms  fo  difadvantageous  ;  be-» 
fides,  taking  up  the  money  irvthc  country  would  have  the  tSt&,  of 
diminifhing  the  manufadhiring  capital,  and  confequently  Ihe  com- 
mercial profperity  of  every  part  in  the  kingdom,  which,  \vt  hl&^  ac- 
cording to  a  homely  expreflion,  would  be  killing  the  hen  that  lays 
the  golden  eggs.  In  regard  to  the  former,  two  or  three  years  ago 
confiderable  fums  were  in  the  poiTeflfion  of  that  body  of  men,  but 
from  the  low  price  of  grain,  and  the  importation  of  fuch  enormous 
quantities  from  foreign  countries,  their  profits  and  their  wealth  have 
been  confiderably  diminlfhcd  :  ,be6des  it  would  rather  be  an  awk* 
livard  circumftance  for  a  proprietor  to  pay  a  tax  on  his  own  tenants  ; 
it  would  occafion  fuch  a  jealoufy  between  the  two  orders  as  would 
neceilarily  be  produ6tive  of  many  unpleafant  confequences*  On 
thefe  grounds  I  think  the  meafurc  fo  extremely  impra£iicable  that 
no  material  advantage,  as  it  ik)w  (lands,  can  be  expedled  from  it. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  fome  of  the  principal  obfervations  which  have 
occurred  to  me  on  this  important  queflion,  and  which  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  condenfc  as  much  a&^I  could,  not  wilhlng  to  prevent 
the-Houfi^  from  hearing  other  gentlemen  as  early  as  po(rible,  who 
may  be  defirous  of  Rating  their  fentiments  on  fo  interefting  si 
topic ;  anc|,  pn  the  whole,  confidering  the  extent  and  magnitude  of 
this  fubjedl,  can  the  Houfe  ferioufly  determine  to  hurry  fuch  a  mea- 
furc through  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  fcflSon  ?  The  bill  is  now 
brought  to  all  the  perfedlion  of  which  probably  it  is  capable.  Let 
it  be  circulated,  in  that  (late,  over  the  whole  kingdom.  If  the 
meafure  (hoold  then  meet  with  general  concurrence,  let  it  be  pafTed 
early  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  feCTion,  The  plan  cannot  poilibly 
make  any  progrefs  till  the  25th  of  March  next,  becaufe  it  is  uni- 
verfally  acknowledged  that  very  few  proprietors,  indeed,  can  pur- 
chafe  their  land  tax ;  and  till  then,  no  other  party  can  interfere. 
Let  the  25th  of  March,  1799,  be  fixed  upon  by  a  rcfolution  of  the 
.Houfe  as  the  day  when  at  any  rate  the  proprietor  mud  decide  \  and 
if  the  fyftem  is  to  be  carried  through,  not  an  hour  will  be  loft.  For 
my  part,  were  I  a  friend  to  the  meafure,  I  certainly  would  in(ift 
upon  this  delay  as  the  mod  likely  means  of  making  the  public  feel 
any  zeal  or  anxiety  in  its  favour  ;  and,  if  it  were  to  pafsy  of  rcn* 
dering  it  ultimately  fuccefsful ;  whereas  if  we  now  ra(hly  ^ivc  if 
(andioni  the  mifchief  is  done,  and  never  can  be  repaired* 
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Lord  HOLLAND  rofc,  and  declared,  that  he  could  riot  fuffcr 
the  prefent  occafion  to  pafs  without  noticing  a  fubjedt,  in  his  mind,  of 
confidcrable  importance  to  the  happincfs  and  fecurity  of  every  indi- 
vidual in  jthe  country*     He  therefore  felt  it  hit  duty,  before  the 
Houfe  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day,  to  call  their  Lordihips'  at-  , 
tention  to  certain  circumflarures  which  ^d  recently  taken  place,  and 
which,  if  corredly  dated,  were  fiich  as  ought  to  be  marked  with  the 
moft  decided  reprobation.     They  were  circumAances  highly  inhu* 
man  and  arrociou^.     He  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  fubmit 
them  to  the  Houfe,  that,  if  they,  were  felfe.  His  Majefty's  MiniQeift 
might  take  the  opportunity  of  contradifling  them ;  but  if,  on  the 
contrary,. they  were  true,  he  was  free  to  fay,  that  he  could  not  find 
terms  ftrong  enough  to  mark  the  difguft  a  Ad  horror  with  which  they 
impreflfed  his  mind.     If,  upon  a  clofcr  inveftigation  of  the  fubjed, 
and  after  having  confultcd  his  friends,  he  (hould  find  out  any  man* 
ner  or  any  conftitutional  mode  of  S?;iflging  the  confideration  before 
the  Houfe,  he  (hould  trouble  their  Lordfhips  with  a  regular  motidh^ 
and  it  would  at  any  rate  be  then  feen  in  what  hands  power  was 
vefted.     The  circumftances  to  which  he  alluded  were  the  follow^ 
ing:— After  Mr.  O'Connor's  honourable  acquittal-- [Some  noble 
Lord  appearing  to  diffcnt  from  the  ftatement  made  by  Lord  Hol- 
land  refpe^ing  the  honourable  acquittal  of  Mr.  O'Connor,    his 
Lord(h\p  proceeded] — He  (hould  not,  he  faid,  fuffcr  htmfclf  to  be 
checked  in  the  remarks^he  had  to  make  by  any  expre(rions  of  difcon- 
tent  which  might  fall  from  any  tioble  Lord.     If  he  v^as  irregular^ 
the  Houfe  would  pafs  judgement  on  him  ;  but  he  would  not  be  dc*» 
terred  from  delivering  his  opinion  on  the  prefent  occafion.     Aftet 
Mr.  O'Connor  had  been  honourably  acquittefd,  it, appeared  tha( 
fome  of  the  Bow-ftreet  officers  immediately  proceeded  to  arreft  him 
in  Court,  in  purfuance  of  a  warrant,  figned  by  one  of  His  Majefiy*^ 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  dated  as  far  back  as  the  2  2d  day  of  March 
la((.      Such  a  mode. of  proceeding,  he  trufted,  would  be  reckoned 
by  the  Houfe  both  irregular  and  abfurd  ;  and  if  the  account  whictli 
he  had  received  was  true,  he  had  no  hefitation  to  add,  that  it  ought 
to  be  confidered  as  malignant.      In  beftowing  an  epithet  of  that 
kind  on  the  meafure  to  which  headverted,  he  felt  himfelf  fupportcd 
l>y  th^  de^ifion  of  the  JLegiflaturc.     He  referred  to  a  claufe  |in  ^f 
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bill  for  the  fufpeniion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&t  vrhich  enacted 
that  nothing  therein  contained  fhould  relate  to  perfohs  in  cuftody  at 
the  time  in  which  it  was  paiTed,  and  exprefsiy  proved  that  they 
ihould  be  tried  as. if  no  fuch  bill  had  ever  pafTed.  If  there  was 
any  thing  moderate  and  candid  in  that  ad),  if  any  thing  could  be 
^lied  fo  in  a  bill  which  had  paiTed  in  fo  intemperate'  a  manner,  it 
was,  injiis  opinion,  that  particular  claufe  ;  and  he— — — 

Lord  SYDNEY  fpoke  to  order.  He  conceived  that  what  had 
juft  (alien  from  the  noble  Lord  was  highly  reprehenfible,  and  a  di- 
reft  violation  of  that  dignity  which  it  was  ncceffary  ihould  be  pb- 
ferved  in  that  Houfe.  If  their  Lordfliips  were  to  have  an  aft 
called  intemperate  which  had  received  the  folcmn  fanftion  of  the  ^ 
Legiflature,  there  was  evidently  no  fecurity  fpr  the  efficiency  of  the 
laws,  nor  could  there  be  any  reverence  for  the  fpirit  of  them.  If 
the  noble  Lord's,  friends  were  to  be  cotifulted,  and  their  decifion 
taken,  and  fubmitted  to  with  refpeft  to  the  conftruflion  of  an  aft  of 
Parliament,  it  would  in  faft  be  laying  every  thing  M  their  feet* 
A  ponduft  fo  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  was  not  to  be. 
borne  at  any  time,  and,  he^would  add,  much  Icfs  fo  at  the  prefent 
period.  Whatever  might  be  the  intention  of  the  noble  Lord  in 
bringing  fprward  the  ftatements  which  he  had  made,  and  whatever 
nvght  be  the  motion  which  he  ciefigned  to  frame,  he  ought  not  there* 
fore  to  hazard  affenions  that  went  agairift  the  fundamental  orders  of 
the  Houfe,  violated  all  eftabliftied  rules,  and  operated  tp  thefubver-' 
fion  of  every  thing  on  the  ftatutc-book. 

Lord  HOLLAND  obfervcd,  that  he  did  not  fay  that  the  bill 
for  fufpcnding  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  was  intemperate.  He  had 
|nade  no  attack  upon  the  aft^  but  merely  upon  the  manner  in  which 
\t  had  been  paffcd.  With  refpeft  to  the  queftion  of  order,  he  ad^ 
mitted  that  he  was  irregular  to  go  into  circumftances  on  which'  no 
motion  was  founded.  He  knew  that  an  order  to  prevent  fuch  dif- 
f  uffions  exifted  in  another  place,  but  he  was  not  certain  that  a 
£milar  order  was  on  the  books  of  their  LordOiips.  But^  refuming 
the  obferyations,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  had  be^n  interruptedi  he 
would  contend,  if  there  exifted  a  warrant  againl^  Mr.  0'(^onnor, 
figncd  by  one  of  tfcc  Secretaries  of  State,  and  dated  the  2  2d  of 
March,  which  was  not  put  into  execution,  that  then  the  pcrfoo  fo 
in  Guftody  would  be  placed  in  the  fame  ftatc  a^  if  the  claufe  t^ 
which  he  referred  had  never  been  made  :  for,  by  keepii^  the  war- 
rant, it  feemed  merely  to  be  refcrved  for  the  purpofe  of  anfwering 
the*  end  of  another  procefs.  He  therefore  repeated  what  he  had  bc«T 
'-•^e  (aid,  that  he  wifhcd  to  give  His  Majefty's  M.iniftcrs  an  op- 
unity  of  vindicating  themfelves.     If  the  circumdances  which 
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he  had  ftatcd  were  fiilfc,  they  would  be  enabled  to  contradiA  them : 
if  thevwerc  true,  he  fhould  content  himfelf  with  the  confideration 
that  he  had  clearly  exprcffed  his  opinion  on  the  fubje6l.  If,  how- 
ever, his  account  was  correct,  he  fhould  declare,  that  what  he  had 
before  believed  to  be  the  cafe  was  now  realized — that  the  fyftem  of 
terror  was  prcdomiriant,  and  that  there  was  no  fecurity  for  the  per- 
fon  or  property  of  any  man  in  the  kingdom. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  faid,  the  conduft  of  the  noble 
Lord  was  contrary  to  the  ef^abli(hcd  rules  and  regularity  of  the 
Houfc.  The  noble  Lord  had  delivered  a  fpeech,  pointing  at  no- 
thing, ending  with  nothing,  and  his  ftatements  had  been  both  in- 
temperate and  ill-advifed.  He  was  ia  young  Member  of  that  Houfe» 
and  he  would  poflibly  receive  and  follow  better  information.  He 
therefore *hopcd,  out  of  refpedt  to  him,  that  he  would  endeavour  for 
the  future  to  acquire  that  ncceffary  information,  before  hei  proceeded 
to  throw  out  ref!e6Hons  that  were  altogether  groundlefs.  If  he 
had  confulted  any  perfons  of  mature  judgement,  they  certainly  would 
have  cautioned  him  againft  entering  into  the  difcuflfion  of  a  fubje£l 
which,  when  inveftigated,  would  turn  out  diredtly  contrary  to  the 
end  which  he  had  in  view  ;  fbr,  inftead  of  affording  any  ground  of 
cenfure  againft  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  it  would  be  acknowledged 
by  all  mankind  that  they  had  atfted  with  every  degree  of  fairnefii 
artd  candour  throughout  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs.  The  fadt  was, 
.  that  a  warrant  figned  by  one  of  His  Majefty*s  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  dated  the  2 2d  of  March,  had  been  produced  againft  Mr. 
O'Connor  after  his  acquittal;  but  the  inference  drawn  by  the  noble 
Lord  was  evidently  erroneous  ;  for  it  was  neccffary  the  noble  Lord 
fhould  be  informed  of  another  circumftance,  and  then  he  would 
draw  a  very  different  conclufion.  The  Habeas  Corpus  A&  and 
the  fufpenfion  bill  could  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  warrant ;  for 
though  the  claufe  alluded  to  f^atcd  that  perfons  fhould  be  tried  as  If 
no  fuch  bill  had  pafTed,  yet  Mr.  O'Connor  was  liable  to  be  de- 
tained for  an  2 A  of  treafon  committed  in  another  part  of  the  country. 
If  that  aft  had  been  committed  in  the  county  of  Kent,  he  could 
not  have  been  tried  there.  But  he  would  put  it  to  the  young  mind 
of  the  noble  Lord,  what  would  have  been  the  cafe  if  the  warrant 
had  been  aftually  ferved,  and  had  proclaimed  that  another  charge  of 
treafon  was  preferred  upon  fafts  which  had  taken  place  fomewherc 
clfe  ?  He  would  put  it  to  the  candour  of  the  noble  Lord,  whether 
he  would  not  admit,  that  had  His  Hajefty's  Minifters  publifhed  the 
warrant,  they  would  not  have  added  to  the  charge  under  which 
Mr.  O- Connor  already  laboured  ?  He  would  put  it  .to  the  libera- 
lity of  the  noble  Lord,  whether  he  ought  not  to  tread  back  the 
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ground  on  which  he  had  come  forward,  and  retradl  the  ftatcniients 
which  he  had  fo  inadvertently  nriade,  on  account  of  thofc'  reafons 
which  could  not  but  fla(h  convidlion  upon  his  mind  ?  His  Lord- 
ftiip  concluded  with  obferving,  that  he  ftipuld  not  enter  into  what 
had  recently  jpaffed  in  a  Court  of  Juftice^.  Circumftances  had 
taken  place  there,  that  were  highly  improper  and  irregular;  they 
were  indecent  and  punilhable— for  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
get  away  by  connivance  before  a  regular  difcharge  was  made  out. 

Vifcount  BULKELEY  faid,  that  every  meafure  ought  to  be 
taken  to  profecute  Mr.  O'Connor,  who  was  highly  dangerous,  and 
to  whofe  acquittal  the  difafFcd^ed  in  Ireland  looked  with  peculiar 
intereft.  Lord  Bulkely  was  proceeding  to  ftate  fome  fad^s  in  fup- 
port  of  his  fentiments,  in  confequence  of  the  arrival  of  a  Mr. 
Banks  and  his  family  at  the  town  of  Bangor,  from  Ireland — Here 
his  Lordfhip  was  interrupted  by 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR,  who  faid  that  he  really  wifhed 
to  ftop  any  farther  difcuffion  on[  the  bufinefs.  It  was  highly  im- 
portant not  to'  enter  into  it ;  as,  though  Mr.  O'Connor  had  been 
acquitted,  another  charge  had  been  brought  forward  againft  him. 

Vifcount  BULKELEY  acquiefccd,  and 

Lord  GRENVILLE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  Election  Treating  h&i* 

Lord  GRENVILLE  entered  at  fome  length  into  the  occafion 
and  object  of  the  adl  again rt  bribery  and  corruption  9f  the  ele<Elors 
of  Members  of  Parliament,  and  contended  that  the  obje(3  of  it  was 
fully  attamed  by  the  a6l  paffed  in  the  reign  of  King  Willioaon  the 
fame  fubje(^.  Among  various  reafons  which  he  affigned  for  oppu- 
fing  the  commitment  of  the  bill,  he  particularly  oppofed  it  on  the 
grounds  that  it  went  to  make  that  law  which  was  law  alread}*^  and 
to  iBftablifti  a  criminal  jurifdidion  in  another  place  where  fuch  a 
power  (hould  not  refide  *.  He  moved  that  the  bill  be  committed 
for  this  day  three  months. 


*•  The  following  is  a  correSl  Copy^  of  the  Bill,    with   the  Jmejidments 

made  in  the  Committee : 

Whereas  doubts  have  arifen  as  to  the  proper  conflruflion  of  an  ad^ 
made  in  the  fevcnthycar  of  the  reign  of  King  WJlliam  the  Third,  intituled, 
**  An  A^t  for  preventing  Charge  and  Expence  in  Eleftious  of  Members  to 
**  fcrve  in  Parliament  ;*'  in  rcfpeft  to  the  incapacity,  therein  cnadlcd,  of 
any  perfon  or  pcrfons  offending  againft  the  provifions  thereof,  to  fcrvc 
again  in  Parliament  for  the  place  for  which  he  or  they  had  been  returned 
py  fuch  illegal  pradices  : 

Be  it  therefore  aia^ed  by  the  King's  moit  cxcellcat  .Majcftys  by  and 


May  23.}  DEBATES.  227 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  wiftied  to  have  a  declaratory  law 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  that  clear  and  diftindt,  jjhich  had  lately 
been  decided  in  ways  direftly  different  by  two  Committees.' 

After  a  few  words  from  the  LORD  CHANCELLOR  and 
Lord  GRENVILLE,  the  qucftion  was  put,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative. 


with  the  advice  and  confqpt  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
Commons,  in  this  prefcnt  Parliament  afl>mbled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  fame,  That  if  any  pcrfon  or  perfons,  after  the  pajjing  of  this  a^  (hall  be 
declared,  by  a  Committee  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  to  have  offended 
againil  the  provifions  of  the  faid  aft,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  (hall  be  deemed 
incapacitated,  during  the  continuance  of  the  Parliament  for  which  he  or 
they  had  been  returned  to  ferve,  from  being  again  elefted  or  returned  for 
fuch  county,  city,  town,  borough,  port,  or  place  for  which  he  or  they 
hqd  been  returned  by  means  of  fuel)  illegal  practices  againft  the  afore- 
faid  aft. 

And  be  it  further  enafted.  That  fuch  incapacity  fhall  be  declared  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  which  (hall  have  found  fuch*  per- 
fon or  perfons  to  have  offended  againft  the  provifions  of  the  aforefaid  aft, 
and  which  Committee  (hall  have,  in  confequence  of  fuch  offence,  declared 
the  elcftion  of  fuch  pcrfon  or  perfons  void. 

And  be  it  further  enafted,  That  between  the  ordering  of  the  eleftion 
writ  upon  the  fummoning  of  a  Parliament,  or  the  happening  of  a  vacancy 
daring  the  exidence  of  a  Parliament,  and  the  complete  and  final  eleftion 
had  upon  fuch  writs  refpeftively  (except  upoH  the  day  of  deft  ion  after  the 
poll  is  clofed  and  the  returning  officer  (hall  have  declared  on  whom  the 
choice  hath  fallen)  no  meat  or  drink,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  (hall  be 
furnifhed,  by  or  at  the  cxpence  of  any  candidate,  to  any  perfon  (except  to 
the  perfons  heYeinaftcr  defcribed)  having  or  claiming  a  right  to  vote  at 
the  fleftion  to  be  had  on  either  of  fuch  writs,  nor  by  any  other  perfon 
during  the  faid  period  foliciting  fuch  vote ;  and  that  no  carriage  or  other 
conveyance  for  going  to  or  towards  the  place  of  eleftion,  (hall  be  fur- 
nifhed by  or  at  the  expence  of  any  candidate,  or  othe*  perfon,  than  of  the 
voter  himfelf  voting  at  fuch  eleftion ;  and .  that  no  money  or  other  com- 
penfation  (hall  be  given  or  promifed  by  any  perfon  to  fuch  voter  for  his 
voting,  or  forbearing  to  vote,  or  for  his  lof&of  time  or  trouble,  oj  any  ex-  « 
pence,  lofs,  or  inconvenience  aftually  incurred,  or  ihar  may  be  incurred 
by  reafon  of  going  to  vote  at  fuch  eleftion ;  and  that  no  fee  or  perquifite 
(hall  be  paid  or  given  by  or  at  the  expence  of  any  candidate,  or  by  any 
other  pcrfon  than  the  voter  himfelf  (during  fuch  period)  for  any  free3oin 
or  admiffion  to  any  right  requifite  for  giving  fuch  vote  \  and  that  any  vote 
given  at  fuch  eleftion  by  any  voter  who  fhall  have  eat  or  drank,  within  the 
period  aforefaid,  at  the  expence  or  co(t  of  any  fuch  candidate,  or  of  any 
perfon  foliciting  his  vote,  or  (hall  have  travelled  to  or  towards,  the  place 
of  eleftion  at  any  other  expence  than  his  own,  or  fhall  have  taken  direftly 
orindireftly,  to  his  ufeor  benefit,  or  bargained  for  any  compcnfation.for 
his  journey,  trouble,  lofs  of  time,  or  other  lofs  or  inconvenience  in- 
curred, or  that  may  be  incurred,  by  his  coming  or  going  from  the  place 
of  eleftion.  or  poll,  or  (hall  have  taken-,  to  or  for  his  ufe  or  benefit^  an^r 
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gift,  profit,  or  advantage',  by  any  of  the  Means  hereinbefore  prohib^ed^ 
(hall  be  null  and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enafted.  That  every  candidate  offending  againft  the. 
provifions  of  this  ftatute,  or  any  of  them,  by  himfelf  or  agent,  by  furnifh- 
ing  or  promifing  to  or  for  iheufc  of  fuch  voter,  any  pf  the  gifts,  profits, 
advantages,  or  conveniencies  hereinbefore  prohibited,  (hall  be  and  is 
hereby  rendered  incapable  to  be  elcfted  a  Member  to  ferve  in  Parliament 
for  the  place  for  which  he  hath  ftood  or  been  retqrneid  ypon  fuch  writ 
during  the  continuance  of  fuch  Parliament,  in  cafe  the  fame  (hall  con- 
tinue for  fix  years  fubfequent  to  fuch  general  writ  or  vacancy,  and 
if  not,  then  for  fix  years  certain,  to  be  reckoned  from  the  fame 
Periods. 
•  Provided  neyerthelefs,  and  be  it  enaftcd.  That  it  (hall  be  lawful  forany 
candidate  to  pay  for  the  meat,  drin|c,  and  lodging  of  any  voters  whom  he 
may  appoint  as  his  committee  during  the  poll ;  lo  as  that  at  cou;\ty  elec- 
tions they  do  not  exceed  the  number  of  twelve,  and  at  city  or  borough 
ekdlions  of  fix,  and  that  the  committee  continue  to  confift  of  the  fame 
pcrfons  during  the  poll  5  and  fo  that, the  candidate  A^hofe  coqamittee  they 
ar^,  if  required  by  any  other  candidate,  or  any  two  voters*  do  deliver  the 
names^of  fuch  committee  in  writing^  flgned  by  himfelf  with  his  own  name^, 
to  the  returning  officer. 

Provided  ncverthelefs,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  any  of  the  matters  here- 
in prohibited  (hall  be  inquired  into  at  the  poll  by  the  returning  officer,  or 
elfewhere  than  in  any  court  nosy  c6mpetent,  or  which  heteafter  may  be 
made  competent,  to  decide  thereon. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  judicially  deciding  upon  any  eleftion  petition  containing  any 
fuch  charge  againft  any  candidate,  whether  he  be  the  party  returned  or 
petitioning,  (hall,  in  their  report  to  the  Houfe,  certify  as  paift  thereoj,  the 
offence  and  incapacitation  of  fuch  candidate. 

Provided  alfo,  and  he  it  enacted.  That  in  all  cafes  of  bribery  not  enu- 
xnerattd  in  this  aft,  fuch  Committee  (hall  report  the  name  of  the  candidate 
whom  they  find  guilty  of  fuch  bribery,  who  (hgll  thereon  be  liable  to  the 
incapacitations  of  this  aft,  as  wpll  as  to  fuch  other  penalties  as  he  may  be 
liable  to  by  any  other  law. 

And  be  it"  further  enafte^.  That  fo  much,  of  a  ftatute  niade  in  the 
fccond  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  intituled  "  An  Aft 
^'  for  the  more  cffeftually  preventing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  the  Elec- 
^*  tions  of  Members  to  fer.ve  in  Parliament,"  as  prefcrihps  the  form  of 
oath  to  be  taken  by  a  voter  before  he  gives  his  vote,  (hall  be  and  is  hereby 
repealed ;  and  that  the  oath  hereinafter  mentioned  (hall  be  taken,  or  affir^ 
mation  made  in  the  cafe  of  a  Quaker j,  ialike  manner  as  the  faid  former 
path,  but  in  lieu  thereof. 

**  I  A.  B.  do  fwear,  (or,  in  cafe  of  a  Quaker,  I  do  affirm)  That 
*'  I  have  not  received,  diyeCtly  or  indircftly,  nor  will  I  receive 
**  direftly  or  indireftly,  any  money  pr  other  rccompence  for 
••giving  my  vot^at  this  eleftion,  nor  have  I  eat,  drank,  or 
**  Jodged  at  the  expence  of  any  candidate  offering  himfelf  to 
**  be  chofen  at  this  eleftion,  to  the  beft  of  ray  knowledge  or 
**  belief,  fince  the  iffuing  of  the.eleftion  writ,  or  (on  a  fpecial 
ff  vacancy)  fince  the  vacancy  happened  which  is  to  be  fille4 
**  up  at  this  eleftion,  I  have  not  received,  nor"  will  I  receive, 
f'  direftly  ui  Uidiieftly,  any  money,  compenfatio{i>  pr  gtacuity^ 
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**  from  any  perfon  whomfoeycr,  for  lofs  of  time,  trouble,  ex« 
pence,  lofs,  or  mconvenience  incurred  in  coming  hitherto 
or  returning  from  hence," 

And,  to  prevent  delay  in  taking  the  poll,  be  it  enafted.  That  fuch 
#ath  may  be  adminiftered  in  the  like  manner  and  by  fuch  perfons  who  are 
duly  authorized  to  adminifter  oaths  9t  eledions  by  a  ftatute  made  in  the 
thirty-fourth  yegr  of  His  Majesty,  intituled,  '^  An  A€k  for  diredling  the 
'*  Appointment  of  Commifiioners  to  adminifter  certain  Oaths  and  Deck- 
**  rations  required  by  Law  to  be  taken  and  made  by  Perfons  offering  to 
«•  vote  at  the  Elediion  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament," 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  no  adion  fhall  lie  againft  any  perfon 
for  any  meat  or  drink  fumifhed  to  fuch  voter  between  the  iifuing  of  the 
writ  and  the  final  clofing  of  the  poll ;  n6r  for  any  carriage,  conveyance^ 
or  other  expence  incurred  in  going  to  fuch  eledUon,  or  returning,  from 
thence ;  except  againft  the  voter  fo  furniihed. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  enaded.  That  nothing  in  this. ad  contained 
ihaU  :  ^e  cooftrujql  to  except  any  cafes  not  herein  enumerated  out  of  the 
provifiOns  of  the  ftatute  made  in  the  feventh  year  of  King  William  the 
Third,  intitled,  "  An  Ad  for  preventing  Charge  and  Expence  in  ElecV 
^*  tions  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliamept;"  fo  however  as  that  any 
fuch  cafes  to  arife  may  not  be  within  any  of  the  penalties  or  remedy 
enaded  by  this  ftatute,  but  be  left  entirely  as  they  were  before  this  ftatute 
was  made. 

.  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  enaded.  That  nothing  herein  contained  (halt 
in  any  manner  afted  the 'ftatute  made  in  the  fecoiid  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  George  the  Second,  intituled,  *^  An  Ad  for  the  more  eftedually 
**  preventing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  the  Eledion  of  Members  to  ferve 
f <  in  Parliament,"  except  in  the  particular  before-mentioned* 

And  be  it  further  enaded.  That  no  candidate  or  candidates  (hall,  di« 
redly  or  indircdly,  make  any  prefent  or  preients  of  ribbons,  or  fuch  like» 
or  any  other  marks  or  badges  of  diftindion,  to  any  perfon  or  persons 
having  or  claiming  to  have  a  right  to  vote  ^t  any  eledion  for  Members  of 
Parliament* 

And  be  it  further  enaded,  Thgt  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  (hall 
have  been  a  candidate  or  candidates  at  any  eledion  which  (hall  h&ve  been 
declared  void  as  aforefaid,  fiiall,  at  any  enfuing  eledion  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  fame  Parliament,  be  returned  to  ferve  for  the  place  where 
he  or  they  had  been  candidates,  fucli  perfon  or  perfons  fo  circumftanced 
(hall  be  liable  to  have  his  or  their  return  queftioned  on  the  ground  of  ille- 
gal pradices  by  him  or  them  committed  againft  the  aforefaid  ad  of  King 
W(4i^^i  at  any  former  ekdion  fo  declared  void  as  aforefaid* 
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fVedneJd<iyy   May  23. 

The  honourable  Mr.  ST.  JOHN'  faid, .  that  a  circumftahce  of 
an  extraordinary  nature,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  demanded  a 
very  folemn  inquiry,  had  juft  occurred  at  Maidftone.  He  gave 
notice,  that  he  fhould  make  a  motion  on  this  fubjed  as  foon  as  he 
was  more  fully  pofleffed  of  the  cirqum fiances. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  expreffed  his  wifh  that  the  honourable 
Member  would  ftate  more  precifely  the  objed  of  his.  motion. 

The  honourable  Mr.  ST.  JOHN  faid,  that  it  referred  to  tl]c 
fecond  warrant  which  had  been  ferved  on  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor, 

It  had  been  iffued,  he  underftood,  in  the  month  of  March  laft  ; 
but  was  not  produced  until  the  moment  after  that  gentleman's 
acquittal. 

Colonel  GASCOYGNE  prefented  a  petition  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  petition  from  the  corporation  and  inhabitants  of  Liverpool, 
praying  for  leave  to  arm  themfelves  for  the  defence  of  that  port,  at 
their  own  expence, 

.Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  though  the  term  for  admitting  private 
petitions  had  elapfed,  yet  this  petition  may  be  received,  on  the  ground 
that  the  emergency  had  increafed  in  the  opinion  of  the  petitioners. 

Leave  was  granted  to  bring  up  the  petition.  It  ftated  the  danger 
which  menaced  the  docks  arid  (hipping  of  the  port  of  Liverpool,  in 
cafe  that  our  inveterate  enemy  (hould  diredt  his  attempts  to  that 
quarter.  '  It  was  the  wifli,  therefore,  of  the  petitioners,  to  credt 
batteries,  and  fit  out  gun -boats,  &c.  at  theiV  own  expence,  one  half 
to  be  paid  by  the  corporation,  and  the  other  inoiety  to  be  raifed  by 
a  rate  upon  tbe  inhabitants.  / 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  this  was  a  meafure  which  did 
the  high'eft  honour  to  thofe  with  whom  it  originated.  He  could 
fcarcely  bring  hinifelf  to  confider  that  as  a  private  petition  which 
ofFcried  a  moft  ufeful  fuggcftion,  and  may  be  made  the  ground-work 
of  a  mofi  excellent  meafure  of  general  defence.  -     ^ 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

* 

Friday y  May  25,    » 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  had 

hnely  pafied  for  an  augmentation  of  1.0,000  men  to  the  navy  ;   the 

on  he  fliould  now  mikc  was  in  crder  to  follow  up  that  refolu- 
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rion.  His  intention  was  alfo,  if  the  Houfe  went  along  with  him, 
that  the  bill  to  be  propofed  fhould  pafs  through  its  refpediive  flages 
in  the  courfe  of  this  evening,  and  be  afterwards  fent  to  the  Lords. 
This  was  the  practice  adopted  by  the  Houfe  on  a  fimilar  occalion 
in  the  year  1779;  it  was  then  four^d  neceffary  during  the  fecond 
year  of  the  war  with  France,  and  very-  ufcful  in  order  to  add  to  the 
naval  ftrength :  he  referred  to  the  provifion  of  the  bill,  which  went 
to  fufpend  the  proteflbns  granted  to  certain  perfons  from  impref- 
iing.  After  defiring  that  the  aft  of  1779  might  be  read,  which 
was  done  by  the  clerk  accordingly,  he  then  moved,  that  "  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more  effeftual  manning  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  navy." 

Mr^TIERNEY  was  furprized  at  the  extraordinary  mode  of 
proceeding  now  propofcd.  He  had  fuppofed  that  the  bill  to  be  in- 
troduced refpefted  the  augmentation  of  the  navy  in  the  ufual  way  : 
and  could  not  comprehend  the  necefTity  why  the  bill  (hould  bo 
pafled  within  a  few  hours.  It  was  true  this  mode  of  procedure 
had  taken  place  with  the  t)in  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus Aft,  but  that  could  not  apply  to  the  prefent  cafe,  for  he  could 
not  fuppofe  that  the  perfons  who  would  be  liable  to  man  the  navy, 
3^ccording  to  this  bill,  would  wifti  to  fccrete  themfelves,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  perfons  liable  to  be  taken  up  on  a  charge  of  high  trea- 
fon— all  he  demanded  was  time.  If  perfifted  in  the  manner  pro- 
pofed,' it  (hould  have  his  decided  negative.  He  had  no  conception 
what  could  juftify  the  conduft  of  Miniftry  in  prefling  this  meafure 
upon  the  Houfe  in  fuch  a  hurry ;  and  after  what  had  already  paflfed, 
he  (hould  hold  himfelf  bound  to  watch  the  motions  of  MiniAry  with 
peculiar  jealoufy. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  ima- 
gined that  every  meafure  taken  "againft  France,  was  hoftile  to  the 
liberties  of  this  country,  his  ideas  of  liberty  were  certainly  difierent 
from  his  own.  With  regard  to  the  prefent  meafure,  its  objeft  was 
not  the  enaftment  of  any  new  law,  but  to  give  efficacy  to  a  motion 
which  he  had  made,  and  the  Houfe  had  adopted  a  fortnight  ago; 
that  there  (hould  be  an  augmentation  of  10,000  men  to  the  navy. 
What  he  propofed  was,  to  make  that  number  complete,  which  was 
neccflfary  to  the  exigence  of  the  public  fervice.  The  honourable 
Member  had  declared,  that  after  the  manner  in  which  the  laws  had 
been  paflTedi  he  (hould  view  all  meafures  propofed  by  His  Majefty's 
Minifters  with  peculiar  jealoufy.  But  the  prefent  was  a  meafure 
divcfted  of  all  political  party ;  it  had  for  its  objeft  the  better  fecu- 
rity  of  the  country ,  nor  could  he  conceive  that  on  any  principle  but 
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on  that  of  bbftrufting  the  defence  of  the  country,  could  the  honour- 
able gentleman  oppofe  the  meafure  now  propbfed. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  here  called  to  order,  and  after  referring  to  the 
'  words  ufed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  applied  to  the  Chair 
for  proteflion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  whatever  tended  to  cafl  a  perfonal 
imputation  upon  any  honourable  gentleman  for  words  fpoken,  was 
certainly  drforderly  and  unparliamentary  ;  it  was  fpr  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  to  Explain  his  meaning,  and  for  the  Houfe  to 
confider  whether  the  words  ufed  conveyed  fuch  an  imputation. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  was  afraid  the  Houfe  muft  wait 
a  long  while  before  they  heard  fuch  an  explanation  as  was  demanded 
of  him,  for  he  muft  adhere  to  his^  former  declaration  (which  he 
again  repeated.)  He  knew  that  he  had  no  right  to  impute  motives 
to  the  language  ufed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  however  impof- 
iible  it  might  be  not  to  fufpe(^  motives ;  but  he  knew  that  he  had  n 
right  to  ftate  fuch  arguments  as  appeared  to  him  conclufive  againft 
thdfe  adopted  by  the  honourable. gentleman,  and  whilft  he  would 
fubmit  thefe  to  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe,  he  muft  fay,  that  he 
would  neither  retraift  from,  nor  farther  explain,  his  former  ex- 
preflions  *. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  objeSed  to  the  meafure,  as  it  went  materially 
to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  mafters  and  apprentices  on  board  of 
veffels;  he  thought  that  opportunity  (hould  be  allowed  them  to 
ftate  any  reafonable  objeflion,  by  petition  or  otherwife.  His  objec- 
tion went  rather  againft  the  mode  of  proceeding,  than  againft  the 
*  meafure  itfelf. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  defired  the  journals  refpeSing  the  former 
Hmllar  a6t  in  1779,  might  be  read,  from  which  he  remarked,  that 


*  The  following  article  appeared  in  the  public  prints  on  Monday^ 

May   28. 

**  We  arc  aiithorifcd  to  ftate  that,  in  confequence  of  what  pafted  on 
•Friday  laft,*"  Mr.  Pitt,  accompanied  by  Mr,  Ryder,  and  Mr.  Tierncy,  ac- 
companied by  Sir  George  Walpolc,  met  at  three  o'clock  ycfterday  after- 
noon on  Put»cy  Heath. 

**  After  fome  inefFcdlual  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  fcconds  to  pre- 
vent farther  proceedings,  the  parties  took  their  ground  at  the  diflance  of. 
.twelve  paces.  A  cafe  of  piilols  was  fired  at  the  fame  moment  without 
cffeft ;  afecond  cafe  was  alfo  fired  in  the  fame  manner ;  Mr.  Pitt  firing  his 
piftol  in  the  air :  the  feconds  then  jointly  interfered,  and  infiftcd  that  the 
matter  (hpuld  go  no  farther,  it  be  ing  their  decided  opinion  that  fufficient 
fadsfa^ion  had  been  given,  and  that  the  bufinefs  was  c^nded  with  perfect 

'>our  to  both  parties.'^ 
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the  bill  went  through  the  fcvcral  readings  and   was  committed  in 
the  courfc  of  one  day  and  early  the  fiext  morning. 

Mr-  NICHOLLS  faid>  no  reafon  has  been  aSlgncd  for  the 
^  prefent  bill,  excepting  the  (imilar  one  ia  1779  ;  this  was  no  fuffi- 
cicnt  reafon  with  hio).  At  that  time  peculiar  meafures  were  necet 
fary,  which  might  not  be  applicable  now.  If  the  extftchpc  of  the 
war  was  in  itfelf  a  fufficicnt  reafon,  then,  whenever  a  war  breaks 
out,  it  muft  be  inferred  from  fuch  reafoning,  that  the  liberties  of 
the  fubjed  were  to  be  infringed  upon,  Conlidcring,  likcwifc,  the 
.  larger  number  of  feamen  now  than  at  the  former  period,  he  thought 
this  meafure  was  lefs  ncceflary  now  than  then.  It  .was  fufticient.  to 
confifcate  men's  rights,  but  it  was  too  fevere  to  pafs  this  bill  imrne^ 
diately.  It  would  put  an  end  to  every  thing  valtiable  to  the  privi- 
leges of  men  entering  into  the  fea  fcrvice.  Our  anccftors  had 
thought  it  rcquifite,  for  the  encouragement  of  commerce,  that  fea- 
men  (hauldhave  their  apprentices  protedted  from  imprcfling.  No- 
thing (hort  of  the  moft  urgent  ncccflity  could  juftify  fuch  a  meafure 
as  the  prefent,  and  till  that  was  fh^wn,  he  (hould  wifti  the  poftpone- 
ment  of  thp  pafling  the  bill. 

Alderman  LUSHINGTON  faid,  that  if  the  prefent  wqre  in- 
tended as  a  permanent  meafure,  he  (hould  certainly  enter  his.proteft 
againft  it,  on  behalf  of  the  feamen,  6cc,  belonging  to  the  poft  of" 
London  ;  but  as  thcfc  privileges  were  only  to  fufFer  a  temporary 
fufpenfion  in  a  moment  of  difficulty,  he  (hould  not  objeft.  to*  it.* 
He  qu^ftioned  whether  there  were  any  precedent  of  public  d^iJgcr 
like  the  prefent. 

Mr^  CURWEN  lamented  as  much  as  any  man  the  infpiige- 
mcnt  of  the  rights  of  any  body  of  men,  yet,  when  the  fpcui;ity  'of 
the  country  was  at  ftake,  unanimity  was  fo  defirab^e,  that  hc^  for 
one,  fiiould  make  no  oppofition.  A  degree  of  con-fidence  was  in 
the  prefent  moment  necelTary  to  be  given  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  ;  and  in  fo  far  as  the  tendency  of  the  meafure  p4:opofe4 
was  to  bring  the  war  to  an  end;  and  to  expedite  peace,  he  (hould 
give  his  vote  for  the  meafure. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  prepare  and.  brirtg  in  the  bill. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  towards  raifing  a  fum, 
by  way  of  lottery,  was  then  brought  up  by  Mr.  Long,  and  a  bill 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  faid  rcfoluiion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  brougfit  up  the  bill  for  the  ^morc 
fpeedy  and  effectual  maiining  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  which  was  read 
a  firft  time ;  and>  upon  a  motion  that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  k^ 
cond  time,  ' 

Vot.  M.  .  H  h 
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Mr.  HOBHOUSE  objeaed  to  the  bill.  It  was  a  vtelation  of 
the  rights  of  the  fubjefl,  and  particularly  of  the  rights  of  watermen^ 
refpeding  their  fervants  and  apprentices.  Beiides,  after  paffing  a 
law  that  no  veffels  (hould  fail  without  convoy,  it  feemed  (Grange  that 
the  Houfe  (hould  proceed  in  a  meafure  that  went  to  prevent  (bipsr 
from  having  feamen.     He  faw  no  ncceffity  for  this  precipitancy^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  this  bill  only  went  to  fufpend  ccr* 
tain  exemptions  granted  by  the  allowed  prerogative  of  the  Cibwn^ 
dnd  to  require  the  afliftance  and  defence  of  perfons  in  certain  cir- 
cunf)(lances.  It  was  not  a  meafure  of  a  general  political  nature  ; 
the  queflion  fimply  was,  whether  there  was  any  prefent  occafion  to 
take  away  the  exemption  given  in  certain  cafes,  and  in  ordinary 
times.  The  Parliament  and  general  fenfe  of  the  nation  went  along 
with  the  meafure.  Its  efficacy  would,  in  a  great  degree,  depend 
upon  the  bill  paffing  immediately.  On  fuch*  occafions,  parliamen-^ 
tary  ufage  difpenfed  with  the  cudomary  forms,  with  a  view  to  the 
public  advantage. 

Sir  M.  W.  RIDLEY  objeSed  to  the  fufpcnfion.  of  the  exemp** " 
tion,  fo  far  as  related  to  the  coal  trade,  for  the  propofed  fpace  of  a 
month. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  the  period  of  that  fufpenfion  would 
be  mote  properly  difcuffcd  in  the  Committee. 
'  Sir  M.  W.  RIDLEY  thought  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  treated  the  Houfe  and  the  Chair  with  refpedV,  in  refufing  to 
give  the  explanation  which  had  been  requefled.  He  objeAed  alfo 
to  the  precipitancy  of  the  meafure. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  had  given  no  explanation,  becaufe  he 
wiflied  to  adhere  to  his  firft  words,  and  becaufe  the  meafure  pro- 
pofed was  fufficiently  intelligible*  It  was  an  agreement  with  the 
former  vote  for  the  augmentation  of  the  feamen :  the  meafure  was 
propofed  on  very  plain  and  narrow  grounds.  He  difclaimed,  there- 
fore, any  intention  of  difrefpeft  to  the  Houfe  by  declining  farther 
explanation.  He  denied  that  gentlemen  were  called  on  to  give  a 
vote  of  confidence.  It  was  a  plain  meafure  of  national  policy ,;  and 
if  it  was  fit  that  the  meafure  (hould  be  adopted,  it  was  certainly  fit 
that  it  (hould  be  adopted  in  a  way  to  render  it  eflPedual^  rather  than 
in  a  way  that  would  tend  to  render  it  "nugatory. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  he  (hould  oppofe  the  bill,  though 
he  (hould  not  vote  againft  it ;  and  particularly  complained  of  the 
hardfhip  it  would  bring  upon  the  mailers  of  ve(fels  and  apprentices 
in  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  obfervcd,  that  after  Ac  vote 
or  the  augmentation  of  the  navy,  the  Houfe  was  bound  te  adopt 
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the  moft  effectual  means  for  carrying  that  meafure  into  tffc6\ ;  the 
only  queflion  then  was,  whether  any  other  mode  was  likely  to  equal 
the  prefenty  and,  if  not,  \ihether  the  prefent  bill  was  in  itfelf  fo  ob- 
jectionable, as  not  to  be  adopted  ?  This  meafure  particularly  con- 
sulted the  interefts  of  every  commercial  town,  by  regardirig  the  na- 
tional defence,  apd  as  LiverpOf)!  had  di/covered  fo  laudable  a  zeal 
for  its  own  protedion,  he  thought  the  bill  muft  meet  the  wifhes  of 
the  honourable  General's  conl^ituents. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  objeQed  to  the  precipitancy  of  pafling  through 
the  bill  in  a  day,  and  wiihed  the  fecond  reading  to  be  poflponed  till 
to-morrow. 

Sir  F.  BARINp  faid,  that  of  the  lo^ooo  additional  feamen 
already  voted,  it  had  been  ftated  about  6,000  were  already  muftered 
on  the  books.  He  thought  particular  attention  (hould  be  (hewn  to 
the  feamen  on  the  coaft,  who  had  enrolled  themfclves  and  their  ap» 
ppenticts. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  the  bill  wai 
read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Hoafe  tlien  went  into  a  Committee ;  Mr.  WALLACE  in 
the  chair. 

Upon  filling  up  the  claufey  which  flated  that  protedion  fhould 
ceafe  on  the  24th  of  May, 

Mr.  WIGLEY  objected  to  it,  as  it  would  operate  as  an  ex  pdfi 
faSfo  law.  Thlis,  fuppofing  an  ofEcer  had  been  killed  in  the  at- 
tempt to  prefs  a  protedled  man  yeflerday,  that  would  only  amount  tp 
the  crime  of  manflaughter  ;  but,  by  the  retrofpedive  aSion  of  this 
claufe,  it  would  be  made  murder.  He  thought  it  extremely  hard 
that  prptedipos  (hould  be  violated,  efpecially  as,  to  his  perfonal 
knowledge,  they  were  purchafed  at  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  no  warrants  for  the  impreft 
fervice  had  yet  been  ilTued,  though  they  were  prepared,  and  as  dif* 
patch  was  neceflfary,  xhty  were  ready  ligned  ;  but  the  iifuing  of 
.them  was  withheld  until  this  evening,  by  which  time  it  was  hoped 
the  bill  would  receive  the  fandion  of  at  leaft  two  branches  of  thp 
Legiflaiure.     The  blank  was  filled  up  with  the  24th  of  May. 

The  operation  c^  the  bill  was  fixed  for  fufpending  protcdioi)^ 
i^ne  month  in  the  x:oal  trade,  and  five  months  in  the  other  trades. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  report  was  immediately  received^ 
«nd  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  paffed,  and  feat  tp  the  Locd$» 
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Wedmjday^  May  30. 

Mr.  W.ILBERFORCE  addreffed  the  Houfe  in  nearly  the  fol- 
lowing  words: — I  rife,  Sir,  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  which  it  is 
mvV  intention  to  make  on  the  fubjeft  of  a  recent  tranfaflion  between 
one  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  and  a  Member  of  this  Houfe — I 
mean  the  affair  of  Sunday  laft.  1* cannot  at  this  moment  precifcly 
,  ftate  the  day  on  which  I  fhali  be  able  to  fubmit  my  fentiments  on 
this  fubjeft  to  the  Houfe  ;  but  1  flatter  myfelf  it  will  be  early  in  the 
next  week,  perhaps  Tucfday. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid— I  wiih  the  honourablc:genileman  had  in- 
formed the  Houfe  what  the  objecV  of  his  intended  motion  is,  and  the 
terms  in  which  he  means  to  bring  it  forward  ;  for  it  may  be  in  hrs 
^  contemplation  to  move  fomething,  at  the  difcuflion  of  which  I  might 
wifh  not  to  be  prefent. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  replied— Really,  Sir,  I  am  not  pre^ 
pared  to  inform  the  Houfe  of  the  nature  of  the  motion  of  which  I 
have  givpn  notice.  I  am  myfelf  but  lately  returned  to  town,  and 
have  not  had  time  to  confult,  in  fufficient  numbers,  with  fuch 
Members  as  I  wifti  to  communicate  with  on  ^  fubjeft  which  fo 
much  interefts  my  feelings  ;  and  until  1  have  done  fo,  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  me  tq  determine  what  line  of  condu6t  I  ought  to  purfuc, 
or  the  terms  of  the  motion  I  ought  to  make.  At  any  rate,  there 
will  be  nothing  in  my  motion  to  require  that  the  honourable  gentle^ 
man  (hould  not  attend  the  difcuflion  of  it. 

'  Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  moved  the  third  reading  of 
the  Land-tax  Sale  Bill. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  he  had  wiftiedthe  entire  rejc<9ion  cf 
the  bill;  but  as  others  feemed  to  think  it  worthy  fomc  confideratioh, 
he  dcfircd  it  might  have  an  opportunity  ©f  being  known,  and  for 
that  purpofe  fcnt  into  the  country,  there  to  |pc  confidered,  and  to  be 
brought  forward  the  next  fcflion.  The  bill  is  certainly  rit>t 
known^o  the  Country  nor  to  that  Houfe  ;  the  fourth  and  laft  edi- 
tion of  it  has  not  been  printed  in  the  ufual  way,  with  the  alterations 
and  additions  marked  ;  but  he  could  difcovcr  that  almoft  every 
claufc  has  undergone  fome  alteration,  and  he  believed  there  were 
fixty  ndw  claufes  added,  which  never  had  been  allowed  to  be  dif- 
cuflcd  :  and  when  it  was  urged,  that  there  had  not  been  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  knowing  what  the  claufes  were,  and  examining  them  in  a 
Committee,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  he  was  forry 
not  to  fee  in  his  place,  refufed  that  opportunity,  and  faid  it  would 
be  juft  as  convenient  to  difcufs  then)  when  the  bill  was  engrofled^ 

nd  on  the  third  reading.    He  repeated  that  the  Houlfe  did  not  know 
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the  bill  ;  that  thofe  who  brought  it  in,  proved  they  did  not  undcs-^ 
ftand  their  own  meafurc  by  the  (Grange  botchw^rk  they  have  made  of 
it,  adding,  every  day  the  bill  has  been  before  the  Houfc,  many  new 
claufes,  and  altering  others,  fo  that  it  is  by  no  means  the  fame  aa 
was  firft  brought  in,  and  confequendy  unknown  to  the  country  :  and,, 
indeed,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  proved  in  a  very  ex- 
traordinary manner,   that   he  was  unacquainted  with  the  bill,  by- 
faying,  that  the  elarufe  relative  to  the  future  land  tax  of  Scotland  had 
g6t  in  without  his  knowledge.     He   then  faid,   he  was   greatly 
alarmed  by  the  ftate  in  whiph  he  faw  that  Houfc,  where  tke  Confti^ 
tution  intended  the  landed  intcreft  fliould  prevail,  but  where  he  faw 
Another  intereft  predominate,  and  employed  to  lay  a  tax  in  another 
part  of  the  community,  being  itfelf  not  only  exonerated,  but  having 
a  fuppofed  benefit  held  out  to  induce  it  fo  to  adt.      If  the  bill  is  put 
off  till  next  fcffion,  the  opinion  of  the  country  might  be  known,  and 
the  charge  of  forcing  this  meafure  improperly,  and  of  taxing  one 
part  of  the  community  by  means  of  another,  would  be  done  away, 
as  there  would  be  an  opportunity  of  rcmonftrance  t  and  he  w!(hed 
the  monicd  men  alfe  to  have  ah  opportunity  of  refie<ftinj[  what  a 
principle  may  be    eftabliihed   againft  themfelves.       It  has  been- 
urged,  that  it  is  juft  to  fell  the  prcfent  unequal  land  tax,  becabfe  the 
owners  purchafcd  it  at  a  price  accordingly  ;  furely  it  will  be  quite  as 
juft  to  tell  the  public  creditor  we  will  pay  you  off  at  the  price  )'our 
ftock  coft  you,  and  that  may  be  cafily  afcertained.     He  alfo  wiflied 
that  thofe  who  brought  in  the  bill  mighty  have  an  opportunity  of  more 
reflcdlion  on  the  certain  effcd^,  if  anV  confiderable  partof  the  land 
tax  fhould  be  purchafcd.     Money  is  not  to  be  taken  from  the  funds, 
but  is  to  be  invcftcd  there.     Thofe  who  have,  money  in  mortgage 
or  bond  will  tear  it  from  the  creditor,  who  will  not  be  able  to  bor- 
row it  elfewhere.     7'he  country  will  be  difturbed  in  the  highcft 
degree ;  every  branch  of  manufaflure  and  agriculture  will  fuffer  ; 
improvement  of  every  kind  muft  ceafc ;  and  thofe   maiiufadhirers 
who  how  continue  their  ttade  without  profit  for  the  chance  of  better 
times,  muft  give  it  up.     He  did  not  mean  now  to  complain  of  the 
increafe  of  the  affeffed  taxes,  but  he  complained  that  thofe  who  arc 
not  able  to  pay  thefe  enormousi  taxes  out  of  their  income  without 
breaking  up  their  eftabliftiments,   will  how  be  prevented  from  any 
chance  of  borrowing  money  to  pay  them  ;  the  taxes  will    not  be 
paid,  and  all  means  of  relief  for  every  branch. of  bufinefs  will  he 
Cut  off.      He  muft  farther  obfcrve,   that  the  extraordinary  rcfourcc 
held  but  to  the  landed  man,  namely,  that  he  (hall  fell  a  partxof  his 
eftate  to  enable  him  to  purchafe  his  hnd  tax,  would,  if  it  (hould  take 
place  in  *  corifidcrabrc  degree,  bring  fo  much  land  to  market,  as  to  re- 
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duce  the  price  extremely.  Suppofing  only  one  quartelrof  theJand  taxto 
be  purchafed  by  that  meansy  it  would  bring  ten  millions  worth  of  land 
to  market ;  and  this  facrifice  of  the  lai^d  is  to  be  made  merely  for 
the  chance  of  fome  doubtful  advantage  to  the  funds.  It  is  faid  .we 
Ihould  not  make  diAindiions  between  landed  and  monied  intereft^ 
%x\d  many  fine  things  are  faid  of  their  being  one  and  the  fame ;  but 
it  is  thofe  who  bring  forward  this  unconilitutional  meafure  that 
create  the  diftindion  ;  synd  thofe  who  difapprove  are  oUiged  to  point 
out  the  extravagance  of  offering  to  fale  forty  millions  worth  of  land 
without  the  approbation  of  the  owners,  the  injudice  and  partiality 
of  it,  and  alfo  its  inefficiency  in  refped  to  anfwering  the  intended 
purpofe.  He  concluded  by  faying  it  was  not  the  time  for  repeating 
the  innumerable  objedions  to  the  bill,  and  to  the  feveral  claufesj 
and  moved,  that  inftead  of  the  word  *<  now,"  the  words  "  this 
day  three  months"  might  be  inferted. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  feconded  the  nf>otion:  he  confidered  it  as  a  de- 
ceitful, fraudulent,  and  unjuft  meafure.  :  He  condemned  the  pcin* 
ciple  of  fellii^  what  was  only  an  annual  gift  froo)  the  landed  in- 
tered,  and  was  convinced  that  the  meafure  would  be  inefficient  tp  its 
avowed  obje<5t.  The  ilockhojder  would  not  transfer  dock  paying  6 
per  cent,  into  another  fund  paying  only  5  percent.  And  if  the 
landholder  purchafed  the  tax  on  his  own  efiate,  th^  purchafe  money 
muft  be  drawn  from  agricultural  improvements,  io  the  general  de* 
triment  of  the  public  intereft.  But  the  chance  was  he  could  not 
dofo;  for,  as  nothing  was  ib  certain  as  the  gratitude  of  the  foil, 
-whatever  money  was  laid  out  upon  its  improvement,  was  fure  to  be 
returned  with  great  and  abundant  intereft.  For  this  reafOn,  he  fe- 
conded the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord. 

_  Sir  RICHARD  ^CAR.R  GLYN  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  have  troubled  the  Houfe  with  any  obfervations  on  the  bill ;  he 
confefTed  he  was  imprefled  with  confiderable  aAoniffiment  that 
gentlemen  of  high  refpe<3ability  and  known  attachment  to  their 
country  {hould  fo  decidedly  and  warmly  oppofe  the  meafure ;  this 
circumdancc  had  induced  him  again  and  again  to  turn  over  the  bill, 
tp  examine  its  claufes,  to  confider  its  principle,  its  obje£t  and  pro-* 
bable  eiFe6t ;  the  more  he  had  done  (b,  the  more* he  was  convinced^ 
that  the  bill  was  highly  neceflary  under^  the  prefent  financial  dtcum- 
flances  of  the  country,  and  would  in  its  progrefs  be  attended  with 
very  beneficial  effefls  to  the  nation. 

Thefe  are  times  when  it  behoves  gentlemen  not  to  be  tcniiclous 

of  partial  advantages,  but  to  look  to  the  general  welfare  of  the 

country ;  thefe  are  times  wheii  illiberal ,  difiiii£tions  between  the 

Kled  property  and  the  commercial  intercft  ought  not  Io  be  urged  > 
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we  have  one  common  intereft,  and  it  behove^  us  to  confidef  the  beft  ' 
means  of  bringing  into  a<^ion  the  credit  and  the  property  of  the 
country  without  great  or  material  injury  to  thofe  individuals  who 
poiTefs  that  property  :  on  this  principle  he  will  be  ready  on  a  future 
occafion  to  fupport  any  proportion  for  an  equal  tax  upon  property 
of  every  denomination^  provided  Parliament  is  not  called  upon-to 
break  its  faith  with  the  public  creditor. 

The  public  credit  of  the  country,  after  a  long  and  cxpcnfive 
war,  requires  fupport ;  and  it  can  only  be  fUpported  by  great  and 
extraordinary  efforts,  like  the  prefent  under  confidcration. 

^  The  value  of  the  public  funds  demands  at  all  times  the  regard 
and  attention  of  every  gentleman  of  the  Legiflaturc,  whether  he  ht 
a  proprietor  of  the  funds  or  not :  in  time  of  war  it  claims  our  at-^ 
tcntion,  bccaufe  the  refources  by  which  a  commercial  country  mud 
carry  on  war  are  chiefly  derived  from  the  fale  of  public  annuities. 

The  depreciation,  of  the  public  funds  during  the  lad  year  was  a 
circumftance  of  very  ferious  confidcration.  To  prevent  a  ftill 
greater  depreciation,  and  to  raife  the  value  of  the  funds^  was  an  objeft 
worthy  the  attention  of  a  great  and  adlive  Minifter.  To  that  objedt 
the  attention  of  Parliament  was  called  by  the  AiTefled-tax  BilJ| 
which  was  a  great  and  extraordinary  meafure  of  finance;  to  that 
objcft  the  attention  of  this  Houfc  is  again  called  by  the  prefcnt 
meafure,  which  is  another  great  and  extraordinary  meafure  of 
finance ;  fome  gentlemen  have  objected  to  the  former  meafure, 
others  to  the  prefent  bill ;  and  there  are  gentlemen  who  have  ob- 
jected tobo^h  meafures.  Without  prefuming  to  qucftion  the  a<5^ions 
of  thofe  gentlemen,  this  conclufion  may  be  drawn  from  (heir 
condu<^,  that  they  muft  think  the  refources  of  the  country  arrpic 
and  fuflicient  to  cany  the  country^  through  all  its  difficulties  without 
any  great  or  extraordinary  effort  whatever,  or  they  would  not  oppofc 
every  meafure  Vhich  is  brought  forward  to  ftrengthen  the  credit, 
and  to  augment  the  refources  of  the  country — it  is  fortunate  for  the 
Country  thofe  gentlemen  are  not  at  the  head  of  its  finances !  -* 

WithT^ard  to  the  prefent  bill,  it  has  already  produced  much 
advantage  to  the  country  ;  previous  to  the  rumour  of  this  meafure, 
tf^e  3  per  cent,  annuities  were  at  47  per  cent. :  there  was  at  that 
time  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  in  the  opinion  of  men*  converfant  in 
the  fluiSation  of  the  funds,  that  they  would  be  confiderably  lower. 
The  circumftance  of  the  charadter  of  the  enemy,  the  greatand  ac- 
five  preparations  made  by  the  enemy  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  in- 
vading the  country,  the  circumftance  of  the  certainty  of  a  confider- 
able  addition  to  the  public  debt  by  the  loan,  were  reafon's  fufpciene 
to  induce  pcrfons  to  think  they  would  be  much  depreciated,  and 
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would  have  fallen  as  low  as  45  per  cent.  \  This  may  be  confidered 
^as  conjeflure  ;  it  is  opinion  fubmittcd  to  the  judgement  of  the 
Houfc  and  of  the  Country  ;  it  is  opinion  dated  before  by  many 
gentlemen  converfant  in  the  operation  of  the  fuijds,  that  if  this  mea- 
fure,  or  fome  meafure  limilar  to  this  in  effcA,  had  not  been  brought 
forward,  the  3  per  cent,  annuities  muft  have  been  fold  to  the  loan 
contrador  at  45  percent.  The.Houfe  will  recoUeft  they  were 
fald  to  the  loan  contra^^or  at  upwards  of  48  per  ceht.  Here,  there 
was  a  gain  to  the  public  of  3  percent,  on  every  i  col.  .ftock, 
making  on  the  whole  loan  a  gain  of  upwards  of  one.  million  of 
fiock.  If  this  meafure  during  difcuflion  has  thus  benefited  the 
country,  what  may  we  cxpeft  from  it  if  the  Legiflature  (hould  pafs 
it  into  a  law  ?  What  may  we  expe£l  from  it,  when  in  its  operation 
we  (hall  find  from  fixty  to  fcventy  millions  of  the  public  debt  has 
been  annihilated  ? 

It  has  been  faid  that  a  land  fqnd  will  be  created  equal  in  amount 
to  the  debt  annihilated  ;  but  let  it  be  recolledted,  that  a  land  fund 
from  its  nature  is  not  capable  of  frequent  transfer  ;  that  the  money 
locked  up  in  a  land  fund  will  become  fixed  capital  ;  that  a  4and 
fund  /Will  not  abforb  the  circulating  capital  of  the  country  ;  the  cir- 
culating capital  of  the  country  will  then  remain  the  fame  after  the 
operation  of  this  ad  as  it  did  before.  Let  the  Houfe  then  judge 
what  muft  be  the  effedl  of  the  faoie  amount  of  circulating  capital 
operating  upon  the  public  funds  reduced  by  fixty  or  feventy  millions  ; 
it  muft  raife  the  funds,  it  muft  facilitate  the  financial  operations  of 
the  country,  in  cafe  the  country  is  unfortunately  obliged  to  carry  on 
the  war. 

He  would  not  detain  the  Houfe  by  entering  into  the  reafons 
which  induce  him  to  think  that  this  meafure  will  prove  beneficial 
to  the  land  proprietor ;  he  would  only  ftate,  that  if  a  perfon  was- to 
buy  into  the  funds  at  the  prefent  price,  and  transfer  his  flock  ^or 
the, redemption  of  land  tax,  he  would  buy  .that  land  tax  at  l€;fs  than 
fevehteen  year*  and  tjiree  quarters  purchafe.  This  was.  a  fubjecl 
of  private  advantage.  The  bill  muft  ftand  or  fall  upon  public 
grounds  ;  he  thought  it  beneficial  to  the  country  ;  he  had  therefore 
Supported  it  in  all  its  ftages,  and  he  Ihould  now  vote  againft  the 
amendment  foV  delaying  it. 

Mr.  RASHLEIGH  objefted  to  the  claufes  allowing  guardians 
and  truftees  to  fell  the  freehold  to  purchafe  the  land  tax. 

Mr.  JONES  faid,  the  land  tax  was  an  annual  fund  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  ftanding  army— ^to  perpetuate  the  tax^  was  to  perpetuate 
a  ftanding  army. 
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Mr*  S.  LEFEVRE  always  coniidered  the  land  tax  as  a  very 
unequal  tax,  and  therefore  heard  with  pleafure  thijs  meafure  pro- 
pofed.  Whatever  dUFerence  pf  opinion  might  exift  among  land* 
holders,  they  muft  all  be  glad  to  relieve  their  eftates  from  a  burden, 
and  that  was  an  objedt  this  bill  would  enable  them  to  efFe6^.  He 
hoped  this  would  form  a  precedent  for  relieving  eftates  from  all 
feudal  burdens,  which  were  frequently  vexatious  to  the  persons 
owing  them,  and  no  advantage  to  the  pcrfons  receiving  them.  Ad- 
mitting the  fadl,  that  the  landed  intercA  facrificed  fomcthing,  this 
v^  the  time  in  which  facrifice  was  neceffary.  Without  entering' 
upon  the  queftion  of  a  new  land  tax,  it  was  certain  that  land  could 
bear  a  greater  burden  if  neceflfary,  and  it  was  clear  that  the  prefent 
unequal  land  tax  ought  to  be  done  away.  The  bill  wogld  com- 
pletely efiedl  that  ;purpofe;  and,  as  he  conceived,  give  additional 
iiabilily  to  public  credit ;  it  therefore  had  his  moft  cordial  fupport. 

Mr.  MARTIN  was  ready  to  give  it  his  fupport,  if  be  was  fure 
it  would  have  the  good  effeft  contended  for. 

Mr.  BIDDULPH  faid,  the  bill  was  unconAitutional,  and,  if 
perfevered  in,  a  moft  atrocious  fraud. 

The  honourable  Mr.  PI ERREPOINT  faid,  that  feeling  the 
fame  (cntiments  which  he  had  always  done,  he  could  not  let  the  bill 
pafsrwithout  his  proteft  againA  it.  Selling  a  tax  was  a  new  prtn-  • 
ciple,  and  particularly  objediionable  at  this  time  ;  it  was  very  unfair 
to  the  landed  proprietary.  He  conceived  the  Miniftcr  did  not,  nor 
could  not  mean  to  iiarafs  any  clafs  of  unoffending  men  ;  and  this 
bill  would  moft  certainly  harafs  and  vex  the  fmall  landed  proprietor. 
He  was  unacquainted  with  the^  financial  tendency  of  the  ^meafure  ;. 
but  he  underftood  from  thofe.  who  were  acquainted  with  that  fubjeft, 
that  it  was  likely  to  prove  delufive.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  the 
faireft  way  would  be  to  abolifh  the  prefent  land  tax,  and  lay  an  ad- 
ditional equal  rate  to  what  amount  might  be  deemed  neceffary.  He 
had  hitherto  fupported  Miniftlsrs,  from  a  conviflion  that  they  were 
r^ht ;  but  in  this  bill  he  muft  oppofe  them,  and  agree  in  the  mo- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  enumerated  a  number  of  alterations  in  the 
bill,  and  thought  more  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  conftdera- 
tion  of  them. 

Mri  Wigley  then  urged  the  motion  for  the  delay,  as  well  as  ob- 
jeded  to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  It  was  unconftitutional  to  admit 
thofe  to  be  Commiffioners  of  the  land  tax  who  held  feats  in  that 
Houfe,  as.it  would  become  an  additional  objedl  of  patronage  and 
influence  10,  the  Minifter  ;  the  bill  alfo  went  to  render  that  tax  per- 
petual, which  was  now  voted  annually^  and  held  a  check  upon  the 

Vol.  VI.  .     li 
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Minifter,  and  if  not  fold,  as  was  a  matter  of  uncertainty^  this  mea- 
fure  could  not  be  produifliveof  any  advantage. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  defended  the  bill,  and  argued 
for  Ihc  third  reading  of  it.  To  poftpone  it,  could  havd  no  other 
eiFe£t  tliyin  to  defeat  the  meafure  entirely  ;  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  fairer,  if  that  was  the  objedt  of  any  gentlenian,  freely  to  avow  it. 
The  policy  of  the  meafure  had  been  repeatedly  difcuffed,  and  ably- 
defended  ;  it  had  been  generally  acknowledged,  and  a  difpolition* 
manifefted  in  the  country  to  adopt  it.  He  denied  that  the  effe^£l 
of  this  meafure  was  to  remove  any  conftiturional  check  on  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  annual  revenue  ariiing  from  the  land  tax,  beciufe 
there  was  a  provilion  in  the  bill  to  fecure  another  fund  to  the  fame 
purpofe  ;  this  equivalent  revenue  w®uld  be  equally  liable  to  an  an- 
nual vote  of  Parliament,  and  defigned  to  give  the  fame  conftitu- 
tional  check.  He  denied  that  the  appointment  of  Commiflioners- 
was  an  Qbje(^  of  patronage,  or  that  it  ought  to  difqualify  Members 
from  fitting  in  that  Houfe  ;  he  thought  that  the  proper  execution  of 
the  aft  fliould  be  vefted  in  the  moft  rcfpedable,  and  beft  informed 
perfons,  as  were  the  Members  of  that  Houfe :  and  to  delay  the 
♦  meafure  would,  prove  a  great  inconvenience,  to  many  gentlemen  who 
had  already  made  provifion  to  make  the  purchafe.  With  regard  to 
the  idea  which  had  been  luggeiled,  of  making  an  equal  charge  upon 
all  property,  he  confidered  it  to  be  perfedHy  chimerical ;  but  an 
equal  charge  upon  income,  he  thought  might  be  practicable,  and 
what  he  hoped  to  fee  done. 

.  Mr.  JONES  faid,  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment,  as  the 
meafure  required  the  utmoft  deliberation,  from  its  being  fo  extremely 
complicated. 

Mr.  DENISON  complained  that  the  bill  would  have  an  inju-  * 
rious  tendency  with  re^ft  to  gentlemen  of.  landed  property,  who 
would  be  kept  under  the  hatches  during  its  operation.  Add  ta 
which,  |har  after  March  1799,  thofe  who  had  not  been  able  to 
redeem  their  lan(),  would  be  cxpofed  to  the  public  eye,  which  he 
confidered  a  great  hardihip.  He  forefaw  that  a  frefti  land  tax  was 
intended  to  be  the'  refult  of  this  meafure  ;  better  to^have  impofcd 
one '(hilling  in  the  pound  to  the  exi (ting  land  tax.  No  men  of 
landed  property  who  are  not  alfo  monied  men,  would  be  .able  to  re- 
deem their  tax  ;  it  would  alfo  Caufe  a  large  capital  of  the  country  to 
be  locked  up.  On  all  thefe  accounts  he  wi(hed  the  meafure  to  be  poft- 
poned,  to  give  the  country  ferther  time  to  approve  or  difapprove  6f  it. 

.  Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  fpoke  nearly  as  follows — ^AlthougK 
I  am  not  much  in  the  habit  of  troubling  the  Houfe  with  any  obfer- 
"•^ions  of  mine,  I  cannot  refrain  from  delivering  my  fentiments  . 
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upon  a  queiliop  (6  interefting  to  the  landholders  of  this  country. 
However  much  gentlemen  may  differ  with  me  on  other  fubje^s — 
however  much  they  may  difapprovc  of  thofe  general  principler  of 
liberty  to  which  I  have  declared  my  attachment — I  hope  that  they 
will  agree  with  me  on  the  prefent  occafion.  In  order  txf^uTt  that 
concurrence  of  fentimcnt  which  is  fo  neccffary  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country,  I  (hall  confine  myfelf  to  the  queflion,  and  not  touch  upon 
any  of  thofe  points  on  which  my  opinions  are  different  from  thofe  of 
a  great  portion  of  the  Houfe.  "  Look  well  to  the  ftcp  you  are 
about  to  take,"  is  a  trite  maxim,  but  a  juft  one  ;  and  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  I  would  repeat  it  to  all  landholders— Let  us  ftand  on  the 
antient  way,  and  look  to  the  profpe6t  before  us.  This  may  be 
called  a  bill  for  redeeming  the  land  tax  ;  but  it  is  nothing  lefs  than 
aViU.for  confifcating  all  the  landed  property  of  the  country.  It  is 
of  a  piece  with  the  plundering  fyftem  of  His  MajelTy's  Minifters  ; 
for  a  corrupt  and  extravagant  Government  knows  no  bounds  to  its 
denrands.  But  let  us  look  to  the  resil  Ikuation  of  the  landholder 
of  this  country.  Let  us  confider  the  many  burdens  he  is  already 
peculiarly  fubjcdcd  to.  In  addition  to  the  land  tax,  he  pays  fevt- 
ral  impofitions  which  the  other  claffes  of  the  community  are  not 
liable  to  pay.  The  landholders,  befides  the  land  tax,  pay  the 
Church  tythes  and  poor's  rates.'  The  duty  on  horfes  ufed  in  agri- 
culture, too,  falls  upon  the  landholders.  The  burden  of  the  Yoe- 
men  Cavalry  falls  excluiively  upon  them  \  and  at  the  fame  tim^ 
they  pay  their  proportion  of  cvery.other  tax  that  is  impofed.  It  is 
idle  to  talk  of  making  a  diitindion  between  the  landed  and  monied 
interefts.  Wc  do  not  make  it.  The  diftindlion  does  and  rtiuft 
exift.  It  would  be  well  if  gentlemen  looked  a  little  more  to  their 
own  intcreft  ;  for  that  is  the  beft  way  offecuring  the  tntereft  of  the 
public.  There  arc  many  other  means  by  which  money  could 
be  raifed  for  the  public,  befides  this.  The  fale  of  the  Crown  lands 
would  produce  a  much  larger  fum.  Another  objed  of  fupply, 
which,  in  a  war  peculiarly  ftyled  a  war  ftw  religion,  appears  to  me 
a  very  proper  one,  Is  the  revenue  of  the  Church.  This  is'a  fourcc 
which  I  think  might  very  well  afford  fomething  for  the  relief  of  the 
country.  I  (hall  mention  another  method  of  procuring  money  fen: 
the  exigencies  of  the  State,  which  refidily  prefents  itfelf ;  that  is,  the 
abolition,  during  the  war  at  leaft,  of  all  linecure  places  and  penfions, 
and  impoling  a  tax  on  all  einoltiments.  If  any  of  thefe  means  were 
refortcd  to,  it  would  prove  more  efficient  than  the  prefent  meafure, 
and  would  make  no  addition  to  the  diflrefs  of  the  country — The 
burdens  on  the  landholder  are  already  too  great.  He  is  unable  to 
keq>  his  place  in  fociety-*-while  new  incn,  who  grow  in  wealth  as 
•  I  i  2 
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thciCOMnfry  (declines,  are  every  day  rifing  round  him  ;  while  public 
rewards  arc  not  given  for  any  good  done  to  the  country,  and  ^hilc 
;the  only  means  he  has  left  of  repairing  a  decayed  fbrtupe  are,  to 
difgracc  himfelf  by  a  conftant  fervility  to  the  Crown,  and  an  abjeft 
:dcfertionof  the  People.      With  regard  to  the  conftitutional  point 
;  which  is  involved  in  the  prefcnt  queftion,  I  (hall  make  only  one 
nobfervgiton  :   I  would  a(k  the  Houfe,  if  there  be  no  difference  bo- 
'  twecn  the  control  which  it  has  over  a  cafual  tax,  and  that  which  ijt 
has  over  one  which  is  permanent  like  the  land  tax  ?     Is  there  no 
difference  between  the. landholder  retaining  in  his  own  hands  a  di- 
redt  and  certain  check,  and  his  having  the  fenriblance  qf  one.  which  ^ 
muil  be  uncertain  as  to  its  extent  and  application  ?     And  here  I 
do  notfpeak  only  of  that  conftitutional  chdck  which  the  Parliament 
has  upon  the  Crown,  but  that  which  the  landholder  ought  to  have 
over  both  tffi  crown  and  Parliament.      I  ihould  pot  think  I   had 
.  done  my  duty  to  my  country,  if  I  hefitated  to  make  every  exertion- 
in  my  power  to  prevent  an  evil,  the  extent  of  which  no  man^an 
'   forefee,  under  which  the  lateit  pofterity  may  groan,  and  which  i^ 
pregi^^nt  with  ruin  to  civil  and  political  liberty.*' 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  that  he  had  liftcned'widx 
r  patience  to  the  feveral  arguments  offered  in  favour  of  the  bill,  but 
.he  h^d  heard  nothing  to  remove  his  objeflions.  It  was  unprece- 
.  Rented,. and,  in  hi^  oplnion,^  impra<£tic4ble.  |t  would  not  hare  thq 
^defirefj.effe^iof  rai&ng  the  funds ;  and  it.  was  gi^^^ng  up  that  confti- 
vtuttona)  chock  which'  ought  to  be  retained  by  the  Commonsagainft 
»tb.e  iiifli^cnce  of' the r  Crown.  .  An  uncommon  number  of  new 
: clauft^and  amendments  had  been  adopted,  which  gentlemen  had 
•ifiot-  an  opportunity  to  difcufs  ;  and  he  thought  that  in  candour  the 
"  d^Uy  required  pould  not  be  relFufed. 

Jhe  fight  honourably  DUDLEY  RYDER  faid,  the  Houfe  and 
,  country  had  bad  notice  of  jhis  mcafure,  even  from  laft  December, 
which  was  as  long  a?  in  any  other  cafe.  Cfuring  this  period  the 
country  had  difcov^red  IKJt  f)f)f)p(itipn  to  the  principles  of  the  bill, 
and  though  it  had  excited. much  attention,  it  had  not  created  much 
oppofition.  Sof^rasCouJd  be  judged  already,  the  .expe«aation  ef 
the  bill  had  produced  a>beneficiai  effeS,  and  ferved  to  keep  up  the 
price  of  tl^ei^ockfi^ ',  What  would  be  thq  qpnfequence  of  delay  ?  It 
would  produce  in  tho,  country  thp  complete  effeiSt  of  ftjefting  th^ 
bill.  |f  the  meafure  would  .give' greater  vigour  to  the  refources  of 
the  country,  if  it  would  tend  to  improve  the  terms  of  future  Ipana, 
and  eventually  benefit  .landholders  themfelves,  he  coi^ld  not  fee  the 
.policy  of  dplsiying  it.  ^ 

LorclSHLFl^lELD  explained. 
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Mr;  SHERIDAN  would  not  go  to  any  length  on  the  fubjcia  ; 
but  contended  that  any  Mcnr)bcr  who  chofc^  to  do  lb  'might  difcUfs 
any  part  of  the  detail  as  well  as  the  principles.     It  was  an  error  to 
fuppofe  that  the  propofcd  delay  would  lead  to  defeat  the  bill ;  it 
would  indeed  defeat  it  for  the  prefcnt  feffion,  but  the  Houfc  would 
be  better  prepared   to  proceed   to  its  difcuffion  in  the  next.     He 
would  at  prefent  plainly  aflc  'the  Houfe,  Did  they  comprehend  the 
bill,  with  its  thirty- three  new  claufes,  added  in  the  different 'ftages 
of  its  exiftcnce  ?     The  prefent  was  the  fourth  edition  of  the  bill— 
iditi§  multc  auSfiory  Jed  non  emendatior*     One  thing  he  was  fure  of, 
that  no  work  Jo  unpopular  as  thtSy  ever  run  through  fo  many  editims  in 
fajhorf  a  tim^.     The  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, whofc  abfence  this  day  was  truly  unaccountable,  never 
came  down  to  the  Houfe  without  a  large  bundle  of  additional  claufes 
in  his  hand.    In  every  ftagc  of  it  were  made  different  amendments. 
For  his  own  part,  he  had  attended  feveral  of  the  difcuflions,  and 
had  read  the  bill  twice,  but  at  length  gave  it  up  in  defpair,  as  th(A*c 
was  no  end  to  its  variations.     He  came  down  this  day,  prepared 
with  feveral  objeflions  to  its  detail ;  but  found  it  would  be  frtiitldfs 
to  ui|;e  them,  when  he  heard  that  there  ftill  remainM  to  be  addM 
twenty-four  new  claufes,  befide  feveral  amendments.     The  clerk, 
it  was  faid,  had  made  fome  miftakes ;  and  it  was  to  him  furprifing 
that  the  miftakes  were  not  ftill  more  numerous.     He  would  make 
a  fair  propofit ion  to  the  Houfe— Let  no  gentleman  vote  this  night 
who  did  not  underftand  the  bill.     Let  all  thofe  go  out  who  did  not 
oomprehend  it  perfe6tly,  and  in  that  cafe  he  believed  the  Solicitor 
General  himfelf  could  not  ftay  behind     Let  them  then  count  the 
Houfe,  and  the  queftion  would  be  foon  decided.  The  bill  was,  in  fadl, 
like  the  Mouje  in  the  Granary y  which  fwelled  to  fuch  a  fize,  that  it 
could  not  get  out  again.     A  learned  gentleman  had  even  confeffecl, 
that  to  underftand  the  law  provifions  of  it,  would  require  a  Barrijler 
of  five  years  Jiandirtg\  what  then  was  to  be  cxpeftcd  from  untutored 
'  ineninfoihottafpaceof  time?  Th^e  new  claufes  weri  acknowledged 
to  be  brought  in  for  the  purpofeof  meeting  the  objeftions  that  were' 
made  «gatnft  the  meafure ;  and  this  was  at  leaft  an  admiflion  that 
thebill  was  originally  defe^tivjc.      If  fo,  what  fecuruy  had  they  that 
tl)e  new  claufes  were  not  equally  dcfeftive  ?  and  did  not  this  afford 
anargunnent  in  favour  of  delay  ?     It  was  a  feeble  argument  to  fay 
that  delay  would  retard  the  receipt  of  the  firft  inftalments  ;*for  it 
•  was  confeffed  that  the  neceffary  preparations  for  carrying  it  into 
effe6t, '  would  require,  at  the  very  leaft,  ten  months  longer.     The 
Solicitor^ General  had  ftated,  that  great  preparations  had  already  been 
madjc,  fothajthcy  muft  require  twelve  months  in  all — afuffitient 
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proof  of  ks  importance,  and  a  good  Tcz(on  for  the  Houfe  not  to  be 
precipitate.  Suppofing,  as  he  believed  would  turn  out  to  be  the 
fa£t>  that  its  execution  wpu|d  be  found ^i^npradicablc ;  if  once  Par- 
liament paffed  it,  there  was  no  retreat,  except  one  (which  (hould 
ever  be  avoided),  through  a  breach  of  public  faith.  The  names  of 
thofe  who  were  unable  to  pufchafe  would  be  kpown  to  the  world  ; 
^nd  a  great  and  cruel  hardfliip  confided  in  this — that  to  avoid  the 
fliaiiie  of  this  difclofure,  a  landed  gentleman  would  be  obliged  to 
fell  off  a  part  of  his  anticnt  family  inheritance,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  cope  with  the  monied  men.  In  a  cpnditutional  point  of 
view,  alfo,  it  was  highly  ^objeftionable  ;  for  did  it  not  add  any 
thing  to  the  inflqence  of  the  Crown  to  hav^e  thecolleijtion  or  diftri- 
butioii  of  fuch  a  fum  as  250,000!.  pafs  through  the  hands  of  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament?  This  led  him  to  fpeak  of  the  fubi^itution  that 
was  propofed  for  the  check  which  Parliament  had  in  retaining  the 
land  tax  within  its  own  hands,  by  only  voting  it  annually.  Landed 
property  was  the  qualification  neceffary  for  a  Member  of  Parliament; 
and  it  added  to  the  dignity  of  that  Houfe  to  have  it  known  and  felt, 
that,  in  voting  the  land  tax,  they  were  voiing  what  was  their  own,  ex- 
clufivcly  of  rhe  other  kind  of  property  ditfufed  over  the  country.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  an  amicable  emulation  might  properly  fttbfift 
between  the  landed  and  commercial  interefts ;  but  as  the  greateft 
prcflure  was  already  on  the  land,  ?t  was  unjuft  to  make  that  pref- 
fure  perpetual.  In  opening  this  fubjed,  the  Minifter  faid,  that 
no  one  could  exped^  the  land  tax  would  be  repealed.  He,  on  the 
contrar}',  looked  upon,  the  repeal  of  it  always  as  a  very  probable 
event.  A  tax  upon  land  he  held  to  be  the  very  worft  mods  of 
taxation  ;  and  when  he  was  Secretary  to  the  Treafury,  he  was  pre- 
paring a  plan  for  reducing  the  land  tax  is.  in  the  pound.  This 
was  a  circumftance  well  known  to  the  noble, Dpke  who  then  prefidcd 
at  the  head  of  the  Treafury.  Let  us,  then,  obferve  the  redudions 
iiow  every  where  ^making  in  confequence  of  the  new  aJfeiTments, 
and  then  confider  whether  land  can  bear  any  additional  burdens.  If 
a  new  land  tax  (hould,  however,  be  propofed,  he  was  of  opinion 
that,  it  ihould  not  be  an  equal  land  tax,  but  a  tax  on  the  proportion- 
ate rate  of  income  which  men  niight  poffefs.  Would  it  be  con- 
tended that  a  tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound  was  not  more  Severely  felt  by 
the  valuable  clafs  of  gentlemen  poffeffing  from  i,oool..ta  i,5ooK 
a  year,  than  by  the  rich  land  owner  who  might  have  2o,oool.  or 
30,0001.?  From  the  latter  you  take  nothing -but  what  his  for- 
tune enables  him  to  fpare  ;  the  former  you  deprive  of  his  rood  ef- 
fential  comforts,  and  that  refpedi  in  the  eyes  of  his  inferiors  on  the 
()irefer_vatiun  ot  wiiich  depends  the  harmony  of  fociety.     It  would 
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be  cruel  to  place  the  refpedable  gentleman  of  fmall  fortune  in  a' 
date  of  balancing  between  different  deprivations  for  hinnfelf  and  his 
family — whether  he  (hould  retain  his  coach  to  viflt  and  go  to 
church  in  of  a  Sunday  ;  or  whether  he  fhou)d  reftrain  himfelf  from 
giving  his  children  a  liberal  education,  and  placing  them  in  refpec- 
table  and  honourable  lituations?  The  Hdufe  muft  feel  that  per- 
fons  of  the  defcription  he  alluded  to  were  upder  very  great  difficul- 
ties already  ;  but  to  (hew  the  Houfe  the  difadvantages  of  landed 
compared  with  other  property,  Kc  would  read  to  them  a  calculation, 
whichj  however  \\tox\g  it  might  appear,  was  neverthelefs  accurate. 
He  would  fuppofe  three  perfons,  poiTeflcd  each  of  5,000!.  which 
the  one  invefts  jn  the  purchafe  of  land,  the  fecond  in  the  funds,  and 
the  third  in  mortgages.  The  income  of  the  landed  man  would  be 
180I.  ;  out  of  which,  when  he  paid  his  land  tax,  cart  tax,  houfe, 
fervants,  horfes,  and  other  aflefled  taxes,  amounting  to  136I.  his 
real  income  would  be  no  more  than  44I.  The  man  of  funded 
property,  for  bis  5,oool.  would  have  an  annual *income  of  3001.^ 
and  though  he  lived  in  as, good  a  houfe  as  the  landed  man,  his  taxes 
bting  only  661.  a  year,  his  real  income  would  be  234I.  a  year.  Ht 
whofe  property  lay  in  mortgages,  would  alfo  have  a  confiderable  ad- 
vantage over  the  landed  man.  Upon  all  thofe  grounds,  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan faid  he  was  for  the  amendment,  and  deferring  the  third 
reading  for  three  months. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  if  the  meafure,  upon  full  difcuf- 
fion,  was  thought  to  be  advifeable,  it  was  advifeable  to  prefs  it  im- 
mediately :  if  any'objedtions  to  the  principle  could  have  been  made, 
they  ought  to  hare  bepn  made  at  a  former  flage  of  the  bij|l.  The 
honourable  gentleman  iiad  argued  that  the  introdu<£lion  of  fo  many 
new  claufes  (hould  furnifh  -ground  for  delay.  Undoubtedly,,  in, 
every  meafure  of  magnitude  like  the  pfefent,  new  claufes  mult  be 
introduced ;  but  did  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to  contend 
that  thefe  new  claufes  had  introduced  any  new  principle?  If  not, 
the  «rrguments  of  the  honourable  gentleman  muft  be  groundlefs. 
Thefe  claufes,  in  fa6t,  contained  no  new  principle ;  they  were 
merely  claufes  in  the  detail  to  carry  the  provilions  of  the  bill  into 
efFed).  There  could  be  no  ground  for  farther  delay  ;  the  bill  had 
been  printed  laft  week ;  and  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  third  reading, 
gentlemen  wi(hing  todifcufs  the  bill  were  told  by  his  right  honour- 
able friend  not  then  prefent  (Mr.  Pitt)  that  farther  time  would  not 
be  given.  In  (hort,  there  never  was  a  meafure  which  had  had  a 
more  ample  or  a  more  full  difcuiTion  allowed  ;  and  from  this  he  wat 
warranted  in  inferring  that  it  was  a  meafure  which  had  met  with 
the  fandtion  and^approbation  of  the  country  at  liiige.     With  refpe^ 
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to  the  confiitutional  part  of  the  queftion,  and  the  aflertion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  the  land  tax  was  the  conftitutional  fecu- 
rity  of  the  couatry,  when  the  gircumAances  of  ithe  country  would 
admit  of  its  repeal,  what  then,  according  to  the  arguments  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  would  become  of  theconi^itutional  fecurity } 
The  conftitutional  fecurity,  he  contends^  would  remain  the  fame 
then  as  at  the  prefent  moment,  and  there  would  be  the  fame  fecurity 
to  the  public  creditor.  He  denied  that  -land  was  taxed  in  anj 
g^reater  degree  than  any  other  obje£i :  it  was  not  true  that  all  taxes 
fell  upon  land  exclufively ;  land  was  no  more  taxed  in  proportion 
to  Oliver  property,  than  as  other  property  became  a  part  of  expendi- 
ture.. As  the  bill  would  be  produ<f^ive.of  much  good  and  no  pofli- 
blc  harm,  as  the  claufes  introduced  were  merely  to  carry  into  effect 
the  original  principle,  as  this  principle  had  been  in  agitation  ever 
lince  the  2d  of  April,  and  the  opinion  of  the  country  was  not  againft 
it^  he  could  fee  nofolid  arguments  that  could  be  urged  againft  its 
being  carried  into  immediate  effed, 

Mr:  JOLLIFFE  explained.  '  ^ 

.  Mr.  NICHOLLS  recalled  to  the  recolleflion  of  the  Houfe 
what  were  the  advantages,  as  propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  be  derived  from  the  meafure — feventy-two  millions^ 
of  iper  cent,  llock  was  to  be  purchafed,  which,  upcMi  our  prefent 
rate  of  expenditure,  would  again  be  added  in  the  fame  year.  He  had 
obje6lions  alfo  to  feveral  of^he  claufes  ;  one  of  thcfe  went  to  give 
the  copyholder  a  right  to  fell  timber ;  if  he  had  not  this  right  be- 
.  fore,  the  bill  was  giving  away  that  which  belonged  to  the  lord  of  the 
manOr^  This  bill  broke  into  family  fettlements,  and  introduced  a 
variety  of  evils  before  unknown.  He  allcQji,  if  it  was  proper  to 
introduce  a  meafure  big  with  fucb  monftrous  evils,  merely  to  enable 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  make  his  loans  ?  and  concluded 
with  urging  delay  on  account  of  the  magnitude  of  miCchief  which 
the  bill  would  introduce. 

Mr.  DICKENSON  faid,  the  country  was  well  fatisfied  with 
the  principle  of  the  bill  ;  and  gentlemen  of  fmall  landed  eftates^* 
who  were  previoufly  averfe  to  the  funding  fyftem,  had  latterly 
purchafed  in  the  flocks,  for  the  purpofe  of  redeeming  their  land 
tax. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  on  Lord  Sheffield's  Hiotion: 
Ayes,  33  ;  Noes,. 135.  .      . 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
,  Mr,  SHERIDAN  moved  a  claufi?^  to  the  effe<ft,  that  if  Ais 
bill  were  repealed  before  the  25th  of  Maich,  1709^  all  bargainst' 
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with  refpeA  to  ttiis  tax,  made  in  the  interim,  (hould  be  regarded  as 
null  and  void.  '  '         ^ 

The  honourable  D.  RYDER  oppofcd  this  claufe,  ^s  the  Houfc 
could  repeal  any  law  if  fuch  repeal  (hould  be  deemed  expedient. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  replied,  that  this  bill  could  not  be  repealed 
but  with  the  confent  of  perfons  who  might  have  made  their  bargains^ 
without  a  violation  of  public  faith ;  it  was  therefore  his  intention^ 
Sn  introducing  this  claufe,  to  do  that  with  notic^  which  Mr.  Ryder 
laid  might  be  done  without. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  H.  BROWNE,  the  Houfe  di- 
vided  on  the  claufe  brought  up  by  Mr.  Sheridan:  Ayes,  18  ; 
Noes,    116. 


MtaarikMfa 
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The  fdveral  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  ifi  theif  tefpcc-. 
live  ftages ;  among  thefe  was  the  Sheep-pafturing  Bill,  whicl)  l^ood 
for  committal.  Accordingly  the  Houfe  rdblved  itfelf  into  a  C<:(m- 
mittee  thereon ;  and  Lord  WALSINGHAM  having  taken  Vhc 
chair. 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  objeaed  to  the  bin,  firft,  upon  ge- 
Yieral  grounds,  as,  though  its  effedts  might  be  calculated  for  fame 
fituations  in  the  country,  yet  in  others  it  would  operate  injurioufly, 
and  in  fome  diftridb  it  was  unneceflkry>  *  The  meafure  was  an  im- 
portant one,  and  very  queftionable  ;  and  in  this  view,  he  fubmitted 
k  to  their  Lordlhips,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  let  the  bill 
tye  over  until  the  next  feffion,  when  they  could  be  better  informed 
upon  the  fubjedt,  and  know  better  how  to  remedy  the  evils  which 
the  bill  afFeded  to  remove.  However,  (hould  the  Committee 
thifik  difierently,  and  their  Lord(hips  determine  to  proceed  with  the 
bill,  he  would  endeavour  to  amend  one  of  the  daufes  in  particular, 
'  which  bethought  highly  objedionable :  he  alluded  to  that  provifion 
which  went  to  empower  any  man  to  lay  informations  before  a  Ma- 
giftrate,  that  any  particular  flock  or  flocks  of  (faeep  contained  among 
them  f  jme  infe<Sed  ones ;  and  the  perfon  fo  informing,  was  autho- 
rized to  receive  a  warrant  from  the  Magiftrate  for  feizing  and  fcpa- 
rating  them  from  the  reft,  in  order  to  impound  them  ;  previous  to 
which  laft  proceeding  only,  he  was  to  give  to  the  owner  of  the  flock 
fix  hours  notice.     He  thought  fuch  a  provifion  would  operate  as  4 
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peculiar  hard(hip  upon  the  iheep-owners,  and  imagined  that  the  no- 
tice (hould  be  given  to  the  owners  fix  hours  before  the  informer  b«^ 
gan  his  procefs  of  feparating  and  driving  the  infe6ied  (heep. 

Lord  DE  DUNStAN VILLE  obferved,  that  fuch  an  altcf^* 
tion  would  entirely  do  away  the  effeft  of  the  moft  efficient  claufe  in 
the'  whole  bill.  Were  the  notice  to  be  given  previoufly  to  the 
owners,  he  would  afk,  what  wou|d  prevent  the  oijvners  froni  taking 
away  the  infedjled  (heep  then^felyes,  for  a  day,  or  foine  (hort  fpacc  of 
time,  and  then  returning  them  again  ii^to  the  body  of  the  ilock  ? 
His  Lordftip  then  defended  the  bill  generally,  and  fajd  that  regu- 
lations of  the  kind  were  much  wanted :  he  inftanced  feveral  parts 
of  the;  country,  where  a  confiddrable  mortality  prevailed  arpopg  the 
flocks  in  cbnfequence  of  the  precautions  enforced  by  the  bill  not  be- 
ing taken,  and  where  the  wool  had  been  materially  damaged  in  fome 
cafes,  though  the  life  of  the  animal  was  preferved.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  bill  ought  topa^^this  feflion  ;  but  had  no  objeftion 
to  a  delay  in  its  progrefs  for  a  few  days,  in  order  that  any  point 
which,  on  mature  deliberation,  may  be  found  really  objedtionable, 
(hould  be  amended. 

Aftcjf  fome  converfation  the  Chairman  was  direSed  to  rqiort 
progi'dfsi  and  afk  leave  to  fit  again  ;  and,  the  Houfe  refuming,  the 
CofViftittee  was  ordered  to  fit  again  on  Wednefday  next. 

JLord  HOLLAND  obferved,  that  purfuant  to  ^  notice  he  had 
given  fome  days  back,  it  had  been  his  intention  to  move  for  a  bill 
to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  ^Habeas-corpus  A&.  to  the  cafe  of  Mr. 
O'Connor  ;  but  he  now  conceived  that  his  intended  motion  could 
prove  of  no  avail  to  the  gentleman  whofe  fituation  it  regarded,  as  he 
was  now  in  Ireland,  where  he  might  be  made  the  obje6t  of  new 
profecution.  He  ftill  retainejl  the  fame  opinion  refpeding  the  cir-^ 
Gumft^nces  which  occurred  at  Maidftone  immediately  after  the  late 
trials,  as  he  had  before  exprefTed.  This,  perhaps,  was  not  the 
moft  aufpicious  moment  for  bringing  Mr^  O'Connor's  cafe  under 
parliamentary  difcuflion.  Such  was  his  fentiments  on  that  point  for 
the  prefent  moment,  though  at  a  future  one  he  might  attempt  to  call 
their  Lordfliips'  attention  to  it. 
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Thurfdayf  May  31. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  rofe,  purfuant  to  the  notice 
he  had  giv6n  on  a  former  day,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  more  efFe6iually  preventing  perfons  who  were  the  fubjcds  of  His 
Maj^fty,  during  the  prefent  war,  from  voluntarily  repairing  to 
France,  or  any  other  country  not  in  amity  with  His  Majefty  ;  from 
remaining  in  thofe  countries  ;  and  from  carrying  on  any'correfpon- 
dence  with  perfons  living  there.  He  then  obferved,  that  as  early 
as  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  as  late  as  that  of  George  II.  aiSls 
had  been  made  with  a  view  fimilar  to  that  of  the  mejifure  he  then 
propofed ;  and  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  af&irs  it  was  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  prevent  any  of  His  Majefty's  fubje<3s  from  corrcf- 
ponding  with  the  enemy,  or  continuing  to  refidc  in  the  enemy's 
country.  It  was  his  intention,  if  his  motion  was  agreed  to,  to 
bring  up  the  bill  on  that  day,  in  order  to  have  1^  printed.  Leave 
being  given,  he  then  brought  up  the  bill^  which  was  read  a  firft 
time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Wed- 
neiday  next. 

The  Houfe  having  refumed  the  farther  c6n(ideration  of  the 
JLand-tax  Bill, 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  propofed  a  claufe,  which  went 
to  charge  perfons  who  (hould  redeem  their  land  tax  with  any  future 
land  tax  that  might  take  place ;  as  it  was  probable  there  might  be 
an  increafe  of  the  tax  in  confequence  of  the  improvement  that 
would  take  place  in  the  land  by  the  redemption. 

Mr.  BUXTON  oppofed  the  claufe ;  and  the  Houfe  havmg  di- 
vided upoa  it,  there  appeared  againft  it,  43  ;  for  it,  40. 

The.  new  claufes  brought  up  on  a  former  da}^  being  agreed  to^ 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pafTed. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  toconfider  of 
the  duties'  on  hats, 

Mr.  ROSE  obferved,  that  thofe  duties  had  been  lately  evaded 
by  perfons  making  and  u(ing  hats  of  different  materials  from  thbfe 
on-  which  the  tax  had  firft  been  laid.  He  therefore  moved  it,  as  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  rates  of  duties  payable  on  hats* 
(hould  extend  to  all  hats,  caps  and  bonnets,  of  whatever  mated? 
they  were  made,  except  cotton  or  woollen>  chip  or  diaw^  vvhich 
fotution  ^as  agreed  ro. 
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To  the  honourable  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgcflcs,  m  Par- 

:    liament  afiembled. 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Income  of,  and  Charges  upon,  the 
SOLI  DATED  FUND,  for  the  Quarter  ended  the 
April  1798. 

INCOME. 


CON. 
5*  of 


Ceftoms 

Eiccife 

StampG 

Salt 

Letter  money,  by  adl  37  Geo.  III.  £.  102,639    o 

Ditto  by  ditto  —  10,000     o 


i>630,654 
229^696 
121,696 


o 
o 


Sarplas  of  letter  money 
Hawkers  and  pedlars 
Hackney  coaches  and  chairs 
Houfes  and  windows 
Inhabited  honfes  *— 

Horfes  — 

Male  fervants  •^— 

Four-wheeled  carriages 
Two^wheelcd  carriages 
6d«  per  \\h^  on  penfions 
IS.   ditto  on  falaries 
Seizures  «  ' 

Profers 

Compofitions  ■ 

Ahim  mines             . 
Rent  of  a  light^houfe 
Britifh  Spirits,  1791 
Foreign  ditto 
Game  duty 
Sugar             ■ 
loi.  per  cent.            « 
firitiih  fpirits,  1794 
Foreign  ditto            - 
Attornie^'  articles 
Glafs  


fijricks  and  tiles  (excife) 
Ditto  (cuftopas) 

Paper  ditto 

Ditto  (excife) 

Surplus  of  ditto 

Slates  and  dones 
Spirit  licences         — 
Surplus  of  ditto        — 

BiBs  and  receipts,  1791 
Surplus  oi[  ditto        — « 


£•  9,000 
50,500 


o 
o 


o 

o 


32,150 
6.952 


o 
o 


112,6^9 

61,361 

2,049 

5,500 

65^62 

26,983 

31,308 

i8,33^ 
21,685 

5»'4Q 
13,000 

38,498 
12,884 

26 

2 

480 

6 

33»^47 
37.478 

4iio3 
10,714 

9,687 

33.777 
30,290 

3.693 
11,480 

5*345 

83 

18,750 

22,016 
3.34* 


J. 

d. 

8 

II 

9 

3* 

0 

Q 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

0 

4 

9| 

5 

10 

10 

10  J 

IQ 

li 

7 

5. 

?; 

9i 

0 

0 

H 

4 

9 

.'4-: 

6    t 

o 

4 
o 

o 


Q 

Q 
O 
O 

'5 
5 

Q 
O 

o 
o 
o 


iX 


O 

9 
O 

o 
a 


o  8 

o  o 

Q  O 

8  o| 


59,500     Q     O 


.39,102    o    o 


I 
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Bntilh  ipmts,  anno  1 795    ,     i—             — — ^  33,7x5    o    o 

Foreign  ditto                30,499    o    o 

Cocoai,  &c,                           ■                   '■       *■'  ^  6,200    o    o 

Tea            — —                — ^                «^  46,536    o    o 

Coals,  &c.            —                — i               — ^-«  '»729  to-  j 

Fruit,  filk.  &c.                 — ^*-                > ■  ^fS99    7     64 

Hair-powaer  certificates,            ■                       —  5,824    o    o 


Wmes 


70,875      O      Q 

o    o 


Sweets            ►                ■  944 

Ship  policies               —            —  .  12,112 

Receipts            -^ ■    1,^07 

Stamps           >                                    .  —  8,749 

Tobacco,  &c.           X    . 5^538    o  o 

Horfe-dealers'  licences                       .  ijo     q  ^ 

Salt    ^        ■                          8.000    o  o 

Additional  I  ol.  per  cent.                —  _  lO^Sr   12  t^ 

Horfes^            — 1^ ■  ■'■ .           —  20,1^9.18  cj 

2S.  additional  on  ditto ^           —  ,  13*845     7  n 

Wine(cuftoms)            ' ; —  — . 56,554  16  o 

Ditto  (excife) 4,544    q  ^ 


o  o 
o  o 
o     o 


Sweets 


Hats        •.'"'    -  —         jQ^  2,369  17    9 

Surplus  ox  ^«o        —  —        12,381     2    3 


I«ga^ijfi^^t6  complete  to  loth  Oftober  1797,  and  in 

paitto5thJj 
St^^piiis  of  ditto 


977    o     o 


*4>75i     o    o 


>?*i^^>5^'^Januar)ri798        —  —        —        21,431     o     o 

tirplns  of  ditto  — ,  «_• 


-                    *    "                                                  "- 7f272  12  3 

Sugar,  bricks,  &c.  1797                     ^ .  12,070  3  5 

Bricks  (excife)                        '                  2,407  o  o 

Cocoa                *                  , 1,579  o  o 

Tea                     '                      ■                       —  53»i46  o  o 

Britipi  fpirits                .           -^  34,804  o  o 

Foreign  ditto                * .           ^       .  30,3^0  o  o 

Stagecoaches                "  ^  14,712  o  o 

Au^ipns                —_                           >      1.  9»443  o  o 

Deeds       >.                           r-                   —  120,864  o  a 

Pepper            — — — — —  10,352  18  5 

Additional  20L  per  cent.            .—  23,800  o  o 

Horfcs                *— ►                -—                 —  2,000  o  o 

Houfei            ■              ^                        «                —  1,000  o  o 

Wrought  plate               *>  ■'     '   ■                  -  o  5 

Clocks  and  watches            —                  „                ^       2,300  o  o 

Male  fervants            _                     -                '  100 


4l 


o  o 

Arrears  of  Taxes — Shops                -^  —  72     i  j 

Female  fervants.            ■■■  29  13  5 

Waggons                —  ^      —  o  ro  o 

Carts            ■       I  u  ■  H  '7  ^ 

53d,  48.  aid,  anno  1789  —  566,18  5^ 

54th           --.1790  —  650     0  O 

55th         — -        179X  _.  .  550    o  o 

56th         — ,        1794  —  1,201     5  6 
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Arrears  of  Taxes— ^yth,  4s.  aid,  anno  1795        *—  ^$±^4.    8    o 

51th            —          1794.        —  i,78r     4    o 

,    59*            —          '79?        —  8,14.!     9     5 

60th            —           1796        —  84,865  15     2f 

Malt            —          1794        —  38'     4    4 

Ditto                1795           I,*20      o      o 

Ditto           —         179(5        —  .  16,540    o    o 

Impreft  money  re^paid  by  Wm.  Macarmick,  late  Go- 
vernor of  Cape  Breton      ^            ■    ■                 —  287  15     4f 

Ditto  by  Alexander  Davifon,  late  commiflary  to  the 

armyunder  Lord  Moira                 ■    -"           .    —  466     6     8 

Ditto  by  Sir  Thomas  Shirley,  Bart,  for  contingent  ex- 

pences  at  Dominica    •  - -  »^  38     49 

Ditto  by  Henry  Hughes,  printer  of  the  Journals  of  the 

Houie  of  Commons            *  19    49 

Ditto  by  Henry  Banks,   on   account  of  Governor 

Woodley             '                                 —            -    — •  145  14    o 

Ditto  by  the  executors  of  J*  Darand        "-^        —  1 7*630  ii     4 

Ditto  by  Sir  John  Dalling,  late  Governor  of  Jamaica  o    o    c  J 

Ditto  by  Wm.  Chinnery,  agent  for  New  South  Wales  265     611 

Ditto  by  John  Hatfell,  £fq.        —            —             —  19^  16    9 

Ditto  by  Abraham  Newland,  £fq.  overplus  of  intereft 

received  by  the  Bank  on  Exchequer  Bills                -«  576  i  x     4 

Ditto  by  Charles  Harris,  on  account  of  Brigadier- 
general  Hope            -                                »  3^37*  19    9 

Money  paid  by  the  CommiiSoners  for  the  fale  of 

Dutch  property        —         —  50,000    o    o 

Ditto  by  Claude  Scott,  £fq.  on  account '  of  com 

fold  for  the  uf«  of  Government                 *■■    ■    »  30,000    O    o 

Ditto  by  MeiTrs.  Puget  and  fiainbridge,  for  interefl  on 
1,500,0001.,  part  of  a  loan  borrowed  for  the  ufe  of 

Ireland     .  ~i—        ■  27*156    5     o 

Impreft  money  rc-paid  by  Mathew  Forfter,  lateCom- 

mifTary  at  the  Leeward  Iflands                 •     <  710    4     8| 


/,  4,306,672     5     8| 


C  H  A  R  jG  E. 


EXCHEQUER. 

Annuities,  2-7ths,for  2  and  3  lives,  for  3  months,  due  £.      /.    /. 

5th  April  1798  2,048  18     o 

— 3f70oI.  per  weelc,  with  thefalaries  of  the 

officers  of  the  receipt  of  His  Majcfty's  Exchequer, 

for  3  months,  due  ditto  '9—  7»957  M     8 

Anno  1706,  with  ditto,  for  3  months,  due 


5th April  1798            ■'.                           '■»   .  ■■            6,181  2  loj 

■i  Anno  1707,  with  ditto,  due  ditto  —          2,038  o  6^ 

Per  I  ft  ad,  anno  1708,  with  ditto,  due  ditto  1,229  13  if 

Per  id  a£t«  anno  i7o8»  with  ditto,  due  ditto  ^9649  6  9I 


3»75o 

0 

.0 

9' 375 

0 

0 

i3»"9 

0 

0 

7,401 

0 

0 

3o»474 

10 

10k 
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Annttsti^  on  lives,  with  benefit  of  fttrvivorlhip,  for  £J       /•    J* 

fix  monthfi,  due  jth  April  1798            —            —  270    o    o 

M  I  on  lives,  in  claifes,  by  aft  29  Geo.  III.  with 

ditto,  for  ditto,  doe> ditto         '  —         \,— '  2i>43z     06 

BANK  OF  ENGLAND.  , 

Qd  their  capital  of  3,,  20o;'oool.  at  3I.  per  cent,  per  t^  * 

annum,  for  3  months,  due  12th  February  1,798  25,000    •    o 

On  their  capital  of  5oo»oooU  at  ditto,  for  ditto,  due  «* 

5th  April  1798 ^  — — 

On  ditto  i,2jo,oool.  at  ditto,  for  ditto,  duedittb 

Onrditto  z, 750,0001 :  at  ditto,  for  ditto,  due  ditto 
V  On  ditto  986,8001.  at  ditto,  for  ditto,  due  ditto 

On  ditto  4.;ooo,oooi.  at  ditdo,  for  ditto,  due  ditto 

SOUTH-SEA  COMPANY. 

Annuity  at  3I.  per  cent,  and  management  on 
24,065, 084!.  13s.  1 1 |d.,  their  prefent  capital,  for 
three  months,  due  5th  April  1798  — .-  '^3*993  '3     Sl 

CHIEF  CASHIER  of  the  BANK  OF"ENGLAND. 

Annuity  at  3  per  cent,  (reduced  an-        £•  r  *•    d*^ 
nnities)  on    the   capital    ftock   of^ 
47,899,6981*  i6s.  4jd.  for6  months, 
due  5 th  April  1798  —   '         718,495     9     7I 

Charges  of  management  of  the  (aid  an- 
nuities for  the  fame  time>  after 
abating  the  fum  of  i  ,792!.  7s.  being 
-  after  the  rate  of  450I.  per  million  oi^  , 
the  principal  fum  of  7,966,pooL 
purchafed  py  the  Commiffioners  for 
reducing  ,the  national  debt,  before 
lothOftober  1797  -—     ^    -8,985     17$ 

«  ■  

727,480  II     3  - 

Annuity  at  3I.  per  cent. 

(added   to  the  above 

reduced  annuities)  on 

th^  capital  ftock  of     .  . 

S»474»756l.  1 8s.  lod. 

for  the  lame  time,,  to    , 

fiich  of  the  contribu-  ^ 

tors  as  made  good  their    . 

whole    payments    on 

l4,500»oool.,    raifed    £•    .u    d,     , 

anno  1797,  before  the 

7thOftobcr  1797       .8^jX2i     7     x 
Annuity  at  3I  percent. 
.  on  the  capital  ftock  of 

1,775,2431.  IS.  2d. for 
year's  annuity,  to 
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fach  of  the  contriba- 

tors  who  did  not  pnake 

good  tkeir  whole  ^y- 

ments  on  or  before  the 

faid     7th     Oaobcr,        £•    f*    tL 

but  have  fince  com-  £•       '*    d* 

pleted  the  fame  53*257     5  10  £•      i.    iL 

'  i3S»37^  1*  II 

■  86z«859    4    1 


Annuity  at  4].  per  cent,  (confolidated 

annuities)  on  the  capital  ftock  of 

36»ioo>oool.  for  6  months,  due  5th 

April  1708  —  —     ^    830,000    O    o 

Charges  ot    management  of  the  Taid 

annuitiss»  for  the  fame  time,  after 

abating  i  i4ir  is.  6d.  for  the  half  of 

228I.  3s.  in  refpedl  of  507,000!. 

purchafed  by  the  Commiifioners  for 

reducing  the  national  debt,  before 
'  iQthOSober  1797  ""*  9*223    6    6 


Aiumity  at  4I,  percent. 

(added  to   the  above 

annuities}  on  7*^4,8611. 

5s.  lod.  for  the  fame 

time,  being  the  amount 

of   the   annuities   to 

which  (he  proprietors 

of  navy,  &c*  bills,  can-    £.      /•    /, 

celled  purfuant  to  ad^s 

37  Geo,  III,  are  enti- 
tled — :  ^  15*^97  4  6 
Annuity  at  4I .  per  cent.  ' 

(added  to  ditto)  on 

I04>4.32}«  5  s,  8d.  for 

the  lame  tiipe,  being 

the  amouivt  of  the*  an* 

ouities  to  which  the 

proprietors  of  Ex- 
chequer    bills  ^can-* 

celled  by  the  above   . 

a^s  are  entitled  2,088  12  xi 

Annuity  at  4I.  per  cent* 

(added  to   ditto)  on 

5661.  5$^  8dt  for  one 

year  and  an  half  an- 
nuity, due  5th  April 

1798,  the  amount  of 

the  annu  ities  to  which 

the  proprietors  of  navy, 

&c.  bills  cancelled  are 

entitled,      according 

to  a  certificate,  dated 

LI2 


839»^*3   ^    * 
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fincc     icth    Oflojber       £.    s,    J^ 

'797        —        —  33  19    ^ 

Annuity  at  4L  per  cent,  ^  ^     .     .   .       . 

(added  to  the  forego- 
ing) on  i,86j,26;^l. 
178.  9|d.  for'  fixi 
i&oaihs,  due  5th  April  ^ 

1798,  tothecontriba-  - 

tors    who   Gonipleted       >  s 

their  whole  payments  . 
on  loan  of  r 4,500^000!. 
raifcd  anno  1797,  on 
or  before  7  th  October 

17^7      —      —   37*305    5   H 

Annuity  at  4I.  per  cent, 
on  1,034,7361. 2S.  3d.  ,  .         - 

for  one  year,  due  ditto, 
to  fuch  of  the  contri- 
butors who ,  did   not 

complete    their    pay-  ' 

mcnts  at  7thOft(>ber 

1797/ but  l^ave  fincc  £»      s»    dm  ^ 

compleced  the  fame      4i»389     S  iq|  £•        #»    /• 

96}!  14  II     4 

955J337  »9  »« 


IF'or  anfw'ering  and  paying  the  annui- 
.  tics  granted  for  99,  98,  80,  78,  77,'  ;  < 

75l»  69J,  66^,65^, and  64J  years, 

lor  fix  months,  due  5th  April  1798     455,765  19 
Charges  of  management  o^  the  faid  an•^ 

nui^ties  for  the  fame  time  —         S»^^l     7 


Foranfwering  and  pay- 
ing the  annuities  grant- 
ed for  63 1  years,  for 
the  fame  time,  an  an- 
nuity of  42I.  1 2s.  6d. 
part  thereof  being  for- 
feited ^  —  10,291     3     9 

Charges  of  management 
of  the  faid  annuities 
for  the  fame  time  ^^5  ^5     ^ 


46o>893    6    6 


For  anfwering  and  pay- 
ing the  annuities  grant- 
ed by  adl  37  Geo.  III. 
for  $2|  year^,  to  fuch 
of  the  contributors  for 
rai^ng  i4,^oo,ooo1» 
anno  1 797*  who  com- 
pi<-ted  their v\  hoi  ^  «>•' 
ments    on  «oi   before 


10,406  19     I 


T5EBATES. 


iifi 


12 


if. 

6 


yth  Oftober  1 797,  for     /. 
the  fame  time  149909 

For  anfwcring  and  pay-^ 
ing  the  anbuities  grant- 
ed by  the  faid  att  to 
fuch  of  the  contribu- 
tors who  did  not  com- 
plete their  whole  pay- 
ments OQ  or  bcf Jte  the 
faid  7thOdober  1797, 
but  have  fince  com- 
pleted the  fame,  for 
one  year,  ended  5  th 
April  1798        —       i3,6S«  15    p 


•18,590 


u     d. 


7    6 


For  anfwering  ^nd  papng  the  annui- 
ties granted  for  30  and  29  yean,  and 
for  1 8|  3^ar8,,  for  fix  months,  due     ' 
5th  AprU  1798         —  —        209,166  10    ^1 

Charges  of  management  of  the  faid  au- 
nuities,  for  the  fame  time 


499,890  13     3 


—      «»3y3 


5i 


For  anfwering  and  paying  fix  months 

annuity,  due  5th  April  1798,  at  ^h 

per  cent,  per  annum,  to  luch  of  the 

contributors  for  raifing  i8,ooo,oool* 

for  the  ferviceof  the  year  1797,  as 

completed  iheir  whole  payments  on 

13,437,875!.   part  thereof,  on  or 

before  7th  Odober  1797,  the  faid 

contributors  being  entitled  to  1 1 2L 

los.  dock  for  every  lool.  fubfcribed  330194^  17    ,6 
For  anfwering  and  paying  one  year 

and  an  half's  annuity,  due  5th  April 

1798,    to  fuch  of  the  contributors 

who  did  not  complete  their  whole  ^ 

payments  on  or  before  7th  O^ober 

1797,  but  have  fince  completed  the 

fame^  on  6,886,968!.  19s,  516,52213    i 


211,519  12  \%\ 


■MM* 


847,469  10    7 


For  the  fupport  of  His  Majpfty's  houfbhold,  for  three 
months,  due  5th  April  1798 


Edward  Roberts,  Efq.  firft  Clerk  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Pells,-on  650I.  perann*  formerly  paid  to  the  Audi- 
tor 6f  the  Receipt  of  Exchequer,  for  falaries  to  the 
officers  of  the  Exchequer  Bill-office,  but  now  paya- 
ble to  him  by  aft  23  Geo.  Ill,  Rs.  for  three 
months,  due  5th  April  1798  — ~ 

Ann  Oafs,  late  office- keeper  in  the  office  for  managing 
the  former  duties  on  wine  licehces,  4ue  ditto        — 

The  Judges  of  England  and  Wales,  on  their  feveral 
additional  allowances,  due  ditto 


—        224,500    o    o 


162  10    o 


5 

3,262 


o   o 


10    o 
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His  Royal  Highnefs  William  Henry  Duko  of  Glou-  £,      t.    /. 

cefter,  on  his  annuity  of  8,oool.>  due  ditto  *«  2,000  o  o 
More  to  tiim,  on  ditto .9,000!,,  due  ditto  ,  — ^  2,z^o    o    o 

Keprefcntatives  of  Arthur  Onflow,  on  ditto  3,oool., 

due  ditto       ^         —  — '■ ■■  7^0     9^  o 

John  Earl  of  Chatham,  on  ditto  4,000!.,  due  ditto  1,000    a    o 

.ord  Rodney,  on  ditto  2, oool.  due  ditto  ;■  ■         j^'oo    o    o 

Lord  Hcathfield,  on  ditto  1, 500U  due  ditto  -^  ^7^     o     o 

Lady  Dorchcfter,  on  her  annuity  of  1,000!,  due  ditto  i^a    o     o 

The  Marquis  of  Bute,  late  one  of  the  Auditorsof  the 

Impreft,  on  his  annuity  of  7,000!.,  due  ditto  '>7?o    o     i 

Philip  Deare,  Efq.  late  a  deputy  ditto,  on  ditto  300I. 

due  ditto  „— ^       ■  ■>  75     o    o 

John  Wigglefworth,  dittOj on  ditto  30ol.-dac  ditto  75     o    Q 

Charles  Harris,  gentleman^  late  Clerk  in  the  ofEce  of 
.  ditto,  on  ditto  200I.  due  ditto        _  .    ■         j;o     o    o 

Sir  William  Mufgrave,  Bart*  one  of  the 'CommH*- 

fi oners  for  auditing  the  public  account!,  on  an* 

nuity  of  i,6ool.'due  ditto  ■■■  .   >  .    .  250    o    o 

John  Thomas  BatT,  Efq.  another,  on  i,opol.  due  ditto  250    o    o 

Wi!!iam  Chamberlayne,  Efq.  another,  on  i  ,oool.  due 

ditto  -r-r—  Mil        ,  '  ''»         250    o    o 

>8ir  John  Dick,  Bart,  one  of-  the  Commiflioners  for 

auditing  the  public  accounts,  on  an  annuity  of  560L 

por  ann.  forthree  months,  due  5th  ApriJ  1798  125     P    O 

John  Martin  Leake,  Efq.  another,  on  50ol.due  ditto  125     00 

For  falarifs  to  clerks  and  contingencies  in  theofiice  of 

the  faid  Com miffioners,  due  ditto  "^     1,500    o    o 

Sir  George  Yonge,  Bart.  Maftcr  of  rijs  Majefty's 

Mint  in  England,  4uc  ditto        m  nf.  ,    — ^  3»450    o    Q 


GOVERNOR  and  COMPANY  of  the  BANK  of  ENG- 
LAND,  on  Account  of  the  Commiffioners  for  reducing 
the  National  Debt. 

Annuities  by  adls  4th  and-  jth  King 
William    and   Queen  Mary,  com- 
monly called  14I,  per  cent,  which        £.      s^    d. 
ceafed  on  14th  February  1792,  for 
three  moiiths,'due  5th  April  1798      12,12^  15     7I 

Annuities-  for  96  years  by  a6ts  5th  and 
6th  of  the  fame  reign,  which  ceafed 
at  5th  February  1792,  for  the  fame 
time  ^  *—  1,591     8     o 


i3>.l^o    s    7i 


The  CommiiTtoners  appointed  for  the  re4ud^ion  of  the 

natio^ial  debt,  for  three  months,  due  5th  April  1798     350,000    o    o. 


*     ■         DEBATES.  «6j 

Jmaiity  ttt  i/.  peretnt.  fir  tbne  mtuthi,  due  5/9  Afril  1798. 

On  the  capital  ftock  of  6«25o,oocl.       J^.      /•    d* 

3L  pier  cent,  confolldated  annuities^  .  £•      s.    i* 

created  by  ad  33  Geo.  Ill,  —  —  X5»625    o    o 

On  the  capital  ftock  of  1 1  yOpo.oocl. 

3i.  per  cent,  confolidated  annuities^ 

created  by-aft  34  Geo.  III.  Rs.         27,500    o    o 
Ditto  2,750,0001.  4  per  ceat.  ditto* 

created  ditto        —  —  6|87S    o    o 

Ob  the  fum  of  9,680!.  per  annum, 

being  il.  per  cent,  on  the  future  an- 
nual value  of  the  annuity  of  r  i  s.  i;d. 

percent,  qn  the  raid^i,ooo,oool. 

granted  for  66^  years^  at  the  end  of 

45  years,  reckoning  the  fan^  at  3L 

per  cent,  per  annum,  created  ditto       2>420    o    o 
On  the  captal  ftock  of  1,926,^251. 1 28* 

5d.  5I.  per  cent,  annuities,  in  lieu     . 

of  navy  and  vi^ualling  bills  caa- 

celled,  created  ditto     —        —        4,Si6    6    3 


On  the  capital  dock  of  1 8,ooo,oool. 

3L  per  cont.  confolidated  annuities,  •» 

created  by  a^s  3 5  Geo.  III.  45,000    o    • 

Ditto  6,ooo,oool.  4  per  cent,  annui- 
ties, created  ditto  —  15,000  O  o 
On  the  fum  of  1 2,8351.  being  il.  per  < 

cent,  on  the  future  adtual  value  of 

the  annuity  of  9s.  6d.per  cent,  on 

the  faid  1 8.ooo,oool.  for  65I  years* 

reckoned  as  above,  created  ditto  3)208  15    a 

On  the  capital  ftock  of  1,609,8971. 

17s.  id.  5!.  per  cent,  annuities,  ia 

lieu  of  navy  bills  cancelled,  created 

ditto  —  —  49O24  14  loj 

On  the  capital  ftock  of  21,59^,800!. 
part  of  2 i,6oo,oool.  (4,200!.  being 
forfeited)  3I.  per  cent,  confelidated 
annuities,  in  refpedl  of  1 8,ooo,oeol. 
borrowed, created  by  adts  36 Geo.  IIL  53,989  10    o 

On  ditto  4,500,000!.*  3I.  per  cent,  re- 
duced annuities,  in  xefped  of  the 
iaid  18,000,000!.  borrowed,  cre- 
ated ditto  —  —  11,250  ^o    o 

On  the  fum  of  8,460!,  being  il.  per 
cent,  on  the  annuity  of  6s.  6d.  per 
cent,  for  64I  years,  created  ditto        2,115    o    oi 

On  the  capital  ftock  gf  8,934,200!.  part 
of  9,oooiOoel.  (65,800!.  being  for- 
feited)   3I.  per  cent,  confolidated  -\ 
annuities,,  in  refpe^  of  7,500,000!. 
borrowed,  created  ditto       —  •       22^335  10    o 


41,611    6    % 


^7t*35    9  »o4 


a6%  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

On  the  capital  ftock  of  i,8;9,625L       £^      s.    H^ 

partofi^875,oool.  (15,375!.  being 

foreited)  3K  per  cent,  reduced  anna- 

itic«,  in  refpei^  of  the  Caid  7,51  o,oool, 

borrowed,  created  by  36  Geo.  HI,      4164.9     i     3 
Qn  the  fam  of  2,9 2 5L  being  iLpcr 

cent*  on  the  annuity  of  5s.  6d.  per 

cent,  for  63  J  years,  created  ditto  .  73'     S     o 

On  the  capital  ftock  of  4,4.1 4,0741*  * 

48.  6d.   5L  per  cent,  annuities,  in  *  £•        *•    ^* 

lieu  of  navy  bills  cancelled,  created 
'    ditto       —  —  "»03y     3     %\ 


On  the  capital  ftock  of  16,441,8691* 

4s.  3L  per  cent,  confolidated  annul-       • 

ties,  in  lieu  of  nayy  and  victualling 

bills  cancelled,  creat^  by  afb  57 

Geo.  III.         —  —  41 9 1 04  ID     5{ 

On  ditto  765,4271.  IIS*.  6d.  4I.  per 

cent,  confolidated  annuities ,  in  lieu 

of  ditto,  created  ditto  — -  1,913  11     4^ 

On  ditto  2,034,8891.  IIS.  id.  jl*ptr 

cent.  confoSidated  annuities,  m  Uea 

of  ditto,  cheated  ditto  •—  5s087    4     5{ 

On  ditto   1,9^9,6991.  4s.  4d.  3I.  per  - 

cent,  confolidated  annuities,  in  lieu 

of  Exchequer  bills  cancelled,  created 

ditto        —  —  —        4»999    4  i^f 

On  ditto    104,432!.  5s.  8d.   4I.  per 

cent,  confolidated  annuities,  in  lieu 

of  ditto,  created  ditto  —  261     17 

On  ditto    270,202!.  43^  8d*    5I.  per 

cent,  confolidated  annuities,  in  lieu 

of  ditto,  created  ditto  ^  675  10    i 

On  ditto   20,124,843!.  15s.    5I.  per 

cent,  annuities,  anno  1797,  part  of 

20,250,000!.  {125,1561.5s.   being 

forfeited)  in  refpe^  of  i8,opo,oool. 

borrowed,  created  ditto  —       '  SO>>y^^     2     ^\ 

On  ditto  18,125,000!,    3I.  per  cent. 

confolidated  annuities,  being  a  capi- 
tal of  25I*,  per  cent,  on  1 4,  ^oo,oool* 

borrowed,  created  ditto  4593^2  10     ^ 

On  ditto  7,250.000!.  3I.  per  cent,  re- 
duced annuities,  Ixing  an  additional 

capiul  of  50I.  per  cent,  on  the  faid 

14,500,0001.  created  ditto  18,125     o    o 

Oiy  ditto   2,900,000].  4I.  per  cent. 

confolidated  annuities,  being  an  ad- 
ditional capital  of  20I.  per  cent,  on 
..  the  faid  14,500,000!.  created  ditto      7,250,    •    o 
On  the  fum  01-5,9201.  per  annum,  bc- 

og  tl  peit  cenu  oz^  the  aanoity  of 


io6>io5    9  ix| 
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6$»  per,  cent,  for  62 1      j^.     #.    </. 

years,  on  the  faid 
14,500,0001.  created 
by  ads  37  Geo.' III.  1,4-80  o  o 
On  the  capital  ftock  of 
3,669,300!.  Imperial 
annuities,   at  3I.  per 

cent,    in   refpeift     of  £•      «'•     ^* 

1,620,000!.  borrowed,  '     •  \      .\ 

created  ditto  9»i73     5     o  £•        s.     d. 

18^,694    o     ij 

' 416,269    6     2J 

Annuities  for  ten  years,  by  aft  17  Geo.  III.  which 
expired  at  5th  April  1787,  for  fix  months,  due  5th 
April  1798  ■  ^  . 12,500    o     o 

John  Penn,  Efq*  of  Stoke  Pogis,  in  the  county  of 
Berks,  on  his  annuity  of  5,000!.  for  three  montlis, 
due  ditto ^-    *  ^  750    o     o 

Richard  P^nn,  Efq.  of  Queen- Anne  Street,  Weft, 
Middlefex,  on  his  annuity  of  i,oool.  for  ditto, 
due  ditto  '■  — — _  2  jq     o     o 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  on  his  annuity 
of  14,000!.  for  ditto,  due  ditto  ■  ■  '     ■■  J^^oo    o     6 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  on  his  an^ 
nuity  of  12,000!.  for  ditto,  due  ditto  ■         3,000     o     o 

Her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duchefs  of  York,  on  her  an- 
nuity of  4,000!.  for  ditto,  due  ditto  —  1,000     o     O 

His  Rbyal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wa!es,  on  his  an- 
nuity of  65, oooL  for  ditto,  due  ditto  -s-  16,250     o     <i 

The  Uftier  of  the  Receipt  of  His  Ma- 

jefty's   Exchequer,    for   neceflaries  £,     /.     d, 

fupplied  to  the  feveral  new.  offices  in 

the  quarter  ended  5th  January  1797        812   19     4J 
Ditto         -        -       5th  April  1797  908     I     3I 


1,72'     o     72 


John  Reeves,  Efq.  Receiver  of  the  feven  Public  Offices 
of  Police,  eftablilhed  purfuant  to  ad^  ^2  Geo.  III. 
to  pay  the  friaries  of  the  clerks,  &C.  of  the  faid 
oftices  ^  *  3,000     o     o 

The  right  honourable  Henry  Addington,  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  complete  his  allowance 
from  25th  December  1797  to  25th  March  1798,  at 
the  rate  of  6,oool.  per  ann.  ac  cording  to  the  parti- 
culars of  a  certificate  in  this  behalf  966     4     o 

Thomas  Marfham,  Efq.  Secretary  to  the  Comniif- 
fioners  for  iffuing   Exchequer  bills   to  a  limited, 
amount  by  aft  37  Geo.  III.  for  defraying  the  necef- 
fary  charges  attending  the  execution  cf  the  faid  a6t  500     o     o 

George  Atwood,  Efq.   Infpedor  of    Tontine  certifi- 

.  cates,  to  defray  certain  expences  attending  the  exe- 
cution of  an  ad  30  Geo,  III.       -       ■    ■-*         350     o     o 
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The  Clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Ckrk  of  the  Pells  in 
the  receipt  of  Exchequer,  for  their  fervice  in  exe- 

^  cutii^g  the  ads  29th  and  30th  Qeo.  III.  for  grant- 
ing annuities  on  lives,  for  fix  months  due  5th  April 
1798 


Adam  Lord  Vifconnt  Duncan,  on  his  annuity  of 
2^oool.  granted  by  ad  38rh  Geo*  III.  from  irth 
Odobter  1 797  to  5th  April  1798  -__^ 

John  Earl  St.  Vincent,  on  his  Annuity  of  2,oooL, 
granted  by  ad  38th  Geo.  III.  from  14th  February 
1 797  to  5th  April  1798        — — —  — — 

To  pay  o£F  and  cancel  Exchequer  Bills  made  out  pur- 
fuant  to  an  ad  3  5th  Geo  III.  to  enable  His  Ma- 
jefty  to  dired  the  ifTue  of  Exchequer  Bills  to  a  li- 
mited amount  ■■  ■ 


[Common  s. 


440  •  o    o 


994    S    of 


2,277  »S    6i 


1,565  II    3 


Total  charge  on  the  confoUdated  fund,  in  the 
quarter  ended  5th  April  1*798      -     -         4,645>oii    4    4| 

Total  income  of  the  confoUdated  fund,  in  the     > 

quarter  ended  5th  April  1798  ^         ^^.,$06,6^2     5     8| 


Deficiency  of  the  confoUdated  fund^  in  the  t 

quarter  ended  5th  April  1798         — *  339*33^  '^    7l 


Exchequer, 
the  X9th  day  of  April  1798* 


JAMES  FISHER. 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


^Commons. 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Value  of  BRITISH  and'  FOREIGN 

«  - 

MERCHANDIZE,  Imported  and  Exported,  for  the  Half 
Years  ending  the  5th  of  January  1797,  the  5th  of  July  1797* 
arui  the  5th  of  January  1798  ;  diftinguifliing  the  fcvcral  Arti- 
cles which  exceed  in  Value  io,pool. 


AlluiQ 
Apbthecary  ware 
Apparel,  garments 
Bark  — 

Bper  i— 

Books  ■' '    ■ 


Brafs,  wrought         -— 
Candles,  tallow         — 
Cattle,  horfes 
Chariots  and  coaches 
Coals  — 

Colours  for  painters 
Copper,  wrought 
Copperas  ■ 

Cordage 

Corn,  W.  flpur 
Cottons,  manufadlured 
Fi(h,  herrings,  white 

Pilchards 

Glafs 

Gunpowder 
Habcrdafhery 
Hats,  beaver 

Felt 

Hops 
Iron,  nails 
• Wrought 

Lead 


BRITISH  MANUFACTURES. 


Half  Year  end- 
ing 5th January 

»797- 


White 


Leather,  tanned 

-r Wrodght ' 

Linens  — 

Molafl'cs  — 

Military  ftores 


8,871 

22f4*3 

9'079 

23>455 
40,25$ 

i»>947 

i47»<>47 
20,820 

9,150 

2,805 

248,431 

28,736 

226,688 

3>792 

3M9S 
22,607 

,149,270 

26*133 
86,656 

77*532 
i5»93<5 
50,562 

96,796 

75'027 

37»33^ 

573*503 
48,145 

2,870 

21,379 

36,553 

35o>797 
2,244 

36,820 


Half  Year  end- 
ing 5th  July 

'797- 


Half  Year  end- 
ing 5th  January 
1798. 


£^ 

£* 

19,568 

11,507 

17.563 

28,611 

7,169 

9*785 

141842 

18,865 

30,683 

47.«3 

8,247 

.    7»227 

135*663 

'  59*544 

17,808 

23*039 

7*790 

9>63o 

11,230 

7,400 

115.876 

327*116 

44,846 

.     27,468 

213,102 

180,978 

11,085 

4,892 

34,060 

1 8,646 

24*259 

23,364 

1,114,225 

i»o3 1,332 

V^.7'37 

40,991 

1 6,447 

4S»^39 

58,884 

64,078 

19.384 

25,566 

53.1B7 

57»i74. 

64,722 

80,798 

42,607 

53,886 

8^209 

56*344 

24*013 

27*154 

4*3^307 

550j2ia 

67,999 

4^285 

1,018 

2,45+ 

15.^20 

16,701 

38,473 

39*728 

183,036 

352,711 

9,464 

10,041 

40,000 

9,000 

DEBATES. 


^^5 


Oil,  train 

Pewter    .         — 
Plate,  wroBght,  filver 
Provifions,  Bacon 
— ^ — ! —  Biicuit 
^'  Cheefe 


Salt,  rock 

white 

Silk  in  pieces 
—  fewing 
Soap,  hard 
Stationary 
Steel  — 

Stockings,  thread 
Sugar,  refined 

Tin  

— —  Plates 
Watches         — 
Woollen  goods 
Yarn,  cotton 
Mifcellaneous 


Totd  -    £. 


11,654 
53.862 

21,705 

1^779 
8,7c6 

9.047 

8>'75 
44,640 

116,786 

48,930 

23>i37 
5.889 

51,851 

53.204 

2ZQ,I30 

48,909 
18,568 

33>573 
2,760,404 

39.3  53 
i»4+6,377 


8,621,741 


3.50X 

33*SS^ 
18.558 
12,313 

10,048 

7>053 

i9>727 
53,090 

1*4,456 

56,197 
18,189 

7,060 

5 1 .609 

45.S99 
298;o56 

^S.933 
1,846,525 

»73;288 


... 


7,426,276 


14,236 
47,^236 
15.598 

»9»33S 

12,040 

^5.579 

40,582 

80,068 
33»6i6 

3^>753 

14.884 

19,281 
52,358 

187,071 
126,438 

'9»5'3 
35,065 

2.743»»9!^ 

.  3,460 

1,605,183 


8,439,220 


Aflies,  pearl  and  pot 
Drugs — Borax,  refined 

. Cortex  Peruv, 

r  Rhubarb    ' 

Dye  ftufFs — Cochineal 

Fultic 

■'  Indigo 

■  Logwood 

Nicoragua 


Flax,  rough 
Grocery — Cocoa 

:  Coffee  > 

Ginger 

—  Pepper 

'  Pimento 

'■  Rice 

Sugaj: 

Tea 


FOREIGN  MERCHANDIZE. 

Half  Year  end- 

Half Year  end- 

Half  Year 

ing  5th January 

ing  5th  July 

eliding  5th  • 

'797- 

.        '797- 

Jan.  1798. 

'r- 

£' 

£ 

.    1,196 

1,180 

12,805 

8,369 

8,258 

i,i6i 

^877 

2,983 

3,728 

15,581 

39>56* 

29,641 

44,966 

39»34P 

6,840 

4.904 

16,413 

'  2,764 

188,167 

380,880 

225,029 

i7»733 

•22,721 

16,310 

i»337 

2,737 

818 

6,699 

1,028 

6>oi8 

8,024 

12,911 

^3,171 

^»542.363 

i,376,€o2 

3,060,928 

17,422 

18,128 

27.497 

'     149,628 

86.715 

>    60,463 

,10,729 

12,834 

4,034 

47,688 

30,089 

•     39.^96 

564.447 

S74»»79 

786,652 

67,671 

152,18* 

201,6^1 

N  n   a 


.  4^6 


PARLIAMENTARY 


([COMMOKS. 


1  ^^  ^  • 

Iron,  Bar 

lioen — Germany  toarrowr 

»  Irilh  

I  '■  Kuffia  above  ^6 
Piece  goods — .Callicocs 

u Mullins 

N  ankcens 
Fro^bited 
Provifions — Beef  . — 

— Butter 

■  Fork        — 


Salt  — 

Silk,  Bengal  raw 

thrown 
Skins,  beaver 
m         deer  in  hair 
Spirits,  rum        — 
^Tobacco        — i 
Wine — French. 
—  Port 
^— —  Spanifli 
Wool — Cotton    - 
— — —  Spani(h 
Mifcellaneous 

Total 


--  £^ 


£' 

SSfOSg 

25,687 

136,841 

21,389 

193*296 

8,215 

309.388 

11,992 

IP,I2I 

1>999 
15,641 

22^264 

18,759 
2,045 

12,367 

90*728 

138,669 

62,977 

20,688 

6ir 

10,600 

11,885 

3S9»S2^ 

5,910,746 


^  £' 

21,971 

■I  2;  1 84 

83,492 

13*4^46 
967,604 

331*224 

14,881 

353.S99 
12,746 

7'23^ 
15,788 

17,800 

3*Hi 
3,082 

23*873 
86,133 

32*4^ 

14*649 

77P 
310*939 


£' 

60,237 

21,002 

1 1 2,7^8 

19,690 

fS5,64i 

303,055 

7*329 

32^5H 
20,599 

"»94Q 
19*458 

13.773 
20,o8j 

24,720 

3^321 

i5'453 
26,309 

f55'695 
19,709 

14*162 
4*109 

n»475 

i»799 
255,012 


6,558,101 


THOMAS  IRVING, 

Infpe^or-gcneral's  OflScc,  Caftom- 1       Infpeftor-general  of  the  Imports 
houfe,  Londoni  April  i8th  1798.  J   and  Exports  of  Greaj  Britain,  &c. 


iVi?//,— From  the  manner  in  which  the  importations  from  the  Eaft  Indies 
are  by  law  required  to  be  brought  to  an  account  in  the  books 
bf  the  cuftoms,  no.  account  can  be  rendered  of  the  value  of  th^j 
imports  fooner  than  the  months  of  July  or  Auguil  next. 


Jms  jsj]  P^BATES.  fijj 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Yuefdayy  June  5. 

On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  the  Asmorial-beaiin^  Dutf 
Silly  Lord  Walfingham  having  takctrthe  chair, 

Lord  HAY  (E^rlof  Kinnoul)  ftated  his  difapprcbatibn  of  ccr* 
tain  parts  of  the  bill,  and  his  apprehenfion,  that  the  meafure  would 
eventually  tend  rather  to  injure  thefe  diftin<£^ions  of  rarik  and  ftatioft 
which  fo  happily  fobfifte'd  in  this  country.  We  underftood  the 
noble  Earl  on  thi^  head  to  mean,,  that  a  facility  of  attaining  thefe,  to 
a  certain  degree,  was  created  by  the  bill.  He  atfo  obje<Sed  to  the 
bill,  that  the  Lyon  or  Herald  Office  in  Scotland  was  not  properly 
referred  to ;  that  college  had  rights  which  ought  to  be  carefuHy  re- 
garded. It  was  not  then,  however,  his  intention  to  propofe  any 
thing  fpecific  on  the  fubjed,  as  he  was  aware  of  the  efFedl  of  an 
alteration  maae  in  the  bill  at  this  period  of  the  fefTK^n  ;  but  in  the 
next,  it  was  his  intention  to  propofe  fomcthing  for  carrying  his  ideas 
into  efFe6^  \  and  he  requeued  the  Houfe  to  bear  in  mind  what  he 
had  then  faid  r^fpe(9ing  his  hoftility  to  the  bill.   . 

Lrord  GRENVILLE  differed  in  opinion  from  the  noble  EarL 
He  entertained  no  fuch  apprehenfions  of  the  effects  of  the  meafure. 
He  apprehended  no  danger  to  thefe  gradations  jof  rank  and  Aatipn, 
whichxxifkd  fo  happily  in  this  country,  a«id^  contributed  io  much  to 
its  profperity ;  no  facility  whatever  was  created  with  regard  to  thole* 
Withr  refpcdl  to  what  the  noble  Earl  faid  relative  to  the  office,  at  the 
head  of  which  hewasfo  defcrvedly  placed,  he  was  not  aware  thai 
any  thing  contained  in  the  bill  militated  in  the  flighteft  degree 
agairift  it.  The  rights  of  the  refpeflive  colleges  were  preferved  in- 
violate and  entire.  The  bill  came  to  their  Lordihips  from  the 
pther  Houfe  of  Parliament ;  it  was  likely  to  be  a  produ<5^ive  fource 
pf  revenue.     He  faw  no  ferious  objedion  to  the  bill's  paffing. 

The  bill  then  paffed  the  Committee  without  farther  obfervation ; 
and  the  Houfe  refu mi  ng,  ordered  it  to  be  reported. 

The  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  regulating  the  number-  of 
holidays  to  be  allowed  to  the  clerks  in  certain  public  offices,  was 
read  a  fecond  time^  and  on  the  quefiion  for  its  commitment 
tM^ing  put,  - 

The  Bifliop  of  ROCHESTER  expreffed  his  decided  difappro- 
|)ation  of  the  meafure«  He  had  hoped  the  objcdions  on  the  face 
^f  the  bill  wer^  fufBcient  to  induce  their  Lordfliips  to  coniign  it  to 
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cvcrlaftiog  reft.  But  now  it  was  attempted  to  be  pu(hed  on,  he 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  come  forward  and  oppofe  it.  If  the  pro* 
viiions  of  the  bill  only  went  to  enforce  the  perfonal  attendance  of  the 
officers  and  clerks,  he  fhould  have  no  objefUon  to  it.  But  th^ 
knocking  ofFfuch  a  number  of  holidays,  was  not  fo  innocent  a  roca* 
fure  as  the  framers  of  the  bill  might  have  fuppofed.  The  boli^gys 
in  queAion  were  of  two  forts :  firft,  thofe  enabled  by  Parliament  i|i 
the  fixth  of  Edward  the  Sixth  ;  and  fecondly,  thofe  edabliAied  by 
ufage,  in  compliment  to  the  Royail  Family,  and  other  occafions:  the 
former  were  the  eflablifhed  and  effcntial  feftivals  of  the  Church. 
Of  thefe  holidays,  his  Lordfhip  obferved,^  thirty,  five  were  religious 
feftivals  ;  twenty-ene  were  in  compliment  to.  the  Royal  Family,  as 
on  the  birth- days  of  various  members  in  it ;  and  four  were  ap- 
pointed in  celebratidn  of  fomq  memorable  hiftorical  event,  as  the 
ixiartyrdom  of  King  Charles  the  Firft.  Thofe  appointed  by  the 
ftatute  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  were  ordained  by  the  authority  of 
great  and  good  men,  fuggefted  by  the  firft  reformefs  of  the  Church, 
and  obtained  as  a  neccffary  and  fundamental  part  of  the  English 
ritual,  from  among  the  number  of  thofe  fandiioned  by  the  fuperfli- 
tion  of  Rome-— the  proceeding  was  one  of  the  laft  importance— the* 
falVation  of  the  civil  and  religious  eftab}i(hments  were  afFe6led  by  it, 
Df  the  religious  holidays,  befides  Sunday,  only  three  were  left  un- 
tou^ed.  More  refpedl  in  this  inftance  was  paid  to  thofe  holi- 
days of  ufage.  But  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  confider  the  im«> 
portanceof  the  meafure,  and  paufe  before  they  proceeded  to  carry  it 
into  effeQ, 

The  LORD  CHANCEI.LOR  obferved,  that  though  he  ac- 
quiefced  in  much  of  what  fell  from  the  Reverend  Prelate,  yet  he 
could  not  go  with  him  to  the  extent  of  rejefting  the  bill.  He  re- 
gjRrded  the  memory  of  the  Prince  alluded  to  by  the  Reverend  Pre- 
late, as  that  of  a  pious  and  good  Prince,  and  the  greateft  deference, 
he  thought  (hould  be  paid  to  rheafures  produced  Hinder  fuch  aufpices. 
At  any  rate,  he  was  ready  to  confefs  the  bill,  in  queftion  involved  a 
very  (erious  and  weighty  confideration,  and  the  Houfe  (hould  be 
Cautious  in  adopting  it  to  the  full  extent.  Yet,  as  a  meafure  of 
civil  policy,  it  was  intitled  to  the  attentron  of  their  Lordlhips.  In 
this  view  of  the  "^quefticHi,  the  learned  Lord  conceived  fome  of  the 
regulations  of  the  bill  to  be  highly  queftioAable  :  the  fituation  of  the 
objedts  of  it  was  a  matter  of  confideration  :  thefe  clerks,  who  ae-r 
oepted  their  places  long  before  the  prefcnt  meafure  was  fuggefted, 
did  it  on  the  idea  that  only  a  certain  portion  of  their  times  was  to 
He  facrificcd.     The  rcdudion  of  the  number  of  the  holidays  muSi 
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make  a  material  difFcrencc  on  that  head.  The  bill,  however)  con- 
tained many  wholcfomc  regulations,  particularly  thofe  which  went  to 
corrcft  the  abufe  of  employing  deputies.  At  any  rate,  he  conceived 
it  proper  that  the  bill  (hould  go  to  a  Committee,  where  the  objec* 
tionable  parts  could  be  regularly  ameliorated.  The  Reverend  Pre- 
late would  fee  what  alterations  would  be  propofcd  ;  and  he  doubted 
not  but  the  ferious  and  well-founded  objedlions  to  the  meafure  would 
be  done  away  in  that  (lage  of  the  bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  put  the  queftion  for  the  commitment' 
of  the  bill,  which  was  refolved  by  the  Houfe  in  the  affirmative,  and 
fixed  for  Thurfday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

.  Tuejdayy  June  5. 

Mn  WILBERFORCE  obferved,  that  thofe  who  had  donehiti 
the  honour  to  attend  to  what  he  faid  when  he  gave  notice  of  a  mo 
tion  which  had  been  fuggcf^ed  to  his  mind  by  the  circumAances  of  i 
certain  event,  (the  duel  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Tierney),  woull 
readily  recollcdl  that  they  had  heard  him  fay  he  ftiould  not  bring  i 
foward  but  after  full  and  impartial  conference  with  his  friends  01 
the  fubjed.  He  had  certainly  firicc  then  converfed  gcpferally  witl 
many  gentlemen  on  the  fubjedi ;  and  as  the  rcfult  of  his  inquirie 
and  the  convcrfations  fo  held  had  been  to  convince  him  that  an'' 
motion  he  could  bring  forward  would  not  be  favourably  received  \s 
the  Houfe,  and  by  no  means  productive  of  fuch  good  efFcfls  as  b 
wiflied,  he  (hould  not  bring  forward  the  motion  he  had  intendec 
He  only  wi(hed  to  add,  that  whatever  might  have  been  the  mifur- 
derftanding  out  of  doors  on  the  fubjedl  of  that  motion,  it  never  wa 
his  intention  to  fay  any  thing  of  what  had  paffed,  but  merely  to  pre- 
pofe  a  general  rule  to  regulate  the  future. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved  the  order  of  the  dar 

I 

on  the  bill  for  the  regulation  of  newfpapers,  &c. ;  which  beirtg  reai, 
he  obferved,  that  in  confequence  of  information  he  had  received  o 
this  fubjccSl  (having  been'  honoured  with  many  fuggeftions  upon  it),t 
was  his  intention  to  fubmit  many  material  alterations  in  the  Cor- 
mittce ;  he  (hould  afterwalrds  (fuppofing  the  Houfe  agreed  to  tis 
courfe)  prOpofe  that  the  whole  (hould  again  be  printed,  that  ttc 
Houfe  might  be  informed  of  tb^  ftat^  of  the  bill. 


a8o  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

Mh  SPEAKER  fsid^  that  the  order  for  the  printing  might  be 
made  aftjer  the  amendments  were  dlfpofed  of,  and  there  Ihould  be 
an  interval  between  that  an^J  the  third  reading. 
•    Mf.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  he  (hould  propofc  that 
the  biU  ihould  be  farther  confidered  the  day  after  to- morrow. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
chair:  '    •       ^ 

~  Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he'beggcd  to  be  underftood,  that  he  by 
no  means  acceded  to  this  bill,  by  acceding  to  the  motion  *for  its  go- 
ing into  the  Committee ;  he  was  not  prepared  to  fay  whether  any 
part  of  it  was  fit  to  be  adopted.  Any  mbjafure  that  related  to  the 
regulation  of  the  prefs,  required  much  attention  and  circumfpeSion. 
He  (hould  wait  to  fee  in  what  fiate  this  bill  came  out  of  the  Com- 
mittee, as  it  ftruck  him  at  prefent,  many  of  the  claufes  were  (b  ob- 
jcdionable,  that,  onlefs  they  were  ftruck  outj  he  ihould  conceive  it 
:o  be  his  duty  tooppofe  the  whole  meafurc  upon  tho- report. 

The  Houfc  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  "whole 
fJoufe  upon  the  bill,  the  Solicitor  General  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  aftcd  how  many  proprietors  were  to  be  propofed 
t)  be  made  refponfible  ? 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  this  bill  did  not 
iter  thie  refponfibility  of  proprietors  in  any  degree,  that  refponlibility 
vould. remain  precifely  as  it  ilood  at  prefent  by  law.  Gentlemen 
lad,  fomehow  or  other,  conceived  that  this  bill  was  to  alter  the  re- 
ponfibility  of  proprietors  of  newfpapers,  and  that  fuch  was  partly 
lis  objeft  by  bringing  it  forward.  He  intended  no  fuch  thing  ;  he 
htended  to  leave  the  refponfibility  precifely  as  it  ftood  before  ;  the 
111,  in  that  refped,  was  only  to  regulate  the  matter,  by  providing  who 
lere  the  perfons  who  (hould  be  anfwerable  in  the  charafiers  of  pro-, 
fietors. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  he  was  fureit  could  not  be  the  wifh  of 
fte  learned  gentleman  to  puih  the  objeft  of  the  bill  ferthcr  than 
ras  neceifary.  He  conceived,  that  to  infert  two  proprietors  in  the 
111,  would  be  fully  fuflScient.  The  learned  gentleman,  he  ynder- 
fcod,  propofed  to  have  three  proprietors.  He  hoped  the  learned 
.  gntleman  would  be  induced  to  acquiefce  in  this  fuggci!ion,  by  letting 
ti^o  (land  inftead  of  three. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  he  propofed  three  prp- 

ptetofs.      The  very  refpe<Stable  perfon  who  propofed  two,  (hould, 

hjwever,  have  his  concurrence  ;  fubjecS  to  this  obfervation,  that  the 

ejjtcnt  to  which  they  are  proprietors  (hall  fecure  refponfibility.      He 

M  add,  that  he  did  not  wi(hjto  prefs  this  meafurc  farther  than 
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to  try  It  as  aii  experiment ;  he  would  not  try  it  all,  unlefs  he  thought 
ft  would  not  infringe  on  the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  to  avoid  the  innputation  of  unncceflary 
rigour,  and  to  (hew  art  impartiality,  he  (hould  propofe  to  diminiih 
the  number  of  proprietors  to  be  Infertcd  in  the  bill  from  three 
to  two. 

The  queftlon  being  put,  the  word  "  two**  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  wiflied  to  know,  whether  the  two  proprie- 
tors, even  though  they  exercifcd  no  management  or  fuperintcndancc 
over  the  newfpapcr,  were  to  be  made  refponfible  under  this  bill  ? 
-  Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  he  had  totally  failed  la 
his  purpofe,  if  he  had  made  any  proprietor,  in  any  degree,  more  re- 
fponfible by  this  bill,  than  he  was  before.  Civilly  refponfible  all 
proprietors  are— ^Criminally  refponfible  they  may  be,  or  may  not 
be — This  was  only  to  afcertain,  in  faft,  who  were  proprietors.    . 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  the  better  way  would  be  to  receive 
all  the  claufes  to  the  bill  pro  forma,  and  for  gentlemen  to  referve 
to  themfclves  the  privilege  of  difcufling  them  all  hereafter  at  fulf 
length. 

This  the  Committee  adopted  ;  the  claufcs  were  then  received, 
read  pro  fornuLy  and  the  Houfe  was  refumcd. 

It  was  propofed  that  the  report  (hould  be  received  immediately. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  could  not  be  regular,  unlefs  there  was 
an  intention  o\  recommitting  the  bill. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GE^1ERAL  faid,  it  was  the  intention 
that  the  report  (hould  be  reconfidered.  The  report  was  received 
immediately,  and  then  ordered  to  be  taken'  into  fartiier  confideratiori 
on  Thurfday  next ;  and  to  be  printed  with  the  amendments. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

» 

JVedneJday,  June  6. 

The  order  of  the  day  being,  read  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Lanca(^er-feflion  Bill,  counfel  were  called  in  purfuant  to  a  previous 
order  of  the  Houfe. 

After  the  counfel  had  fini(hed. 

Lord  GREY  DE  WILTON  moved,  that  the  bill  be  now 
read  a  third  tinfic. 

Tht  Earl  of  LONSDALE  faid,  though,  generally  fpeaking,  he 
Was  decidedly  hpflite  to  the  bill,  yet  he  would  then  propofe  a  claufc, 

Vol,  VI,  O  o 
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in  the  way  of  rider,  the  effedt  of  which  was  to  place  the  office  of 
clerk  of  the  peace  in  fome  centrical  fitaation,  in  or  near  the  town 
of  Prcfton.  The  place  where  the  office  wa«  held  at  prefent  was 
twenty- fix  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Prefton,  and  feventy-eight  from  the 
northern  parts  of  the  county  :  it  was  in  a  place  where  the  roads 
were  bad,  and  diftant  from  any  pod  town.  .  The  office  of  clerk  of 
the  peace  was  rendered  more  important  than  ever  by  ^he  bill ;  it 
was,  therefore,  the  more  ncceffary  to  have  the  fituatlon  as  centrical 
as  poffible.  The  place  Was  patent,  and  the  office  was  executed  by 
deputy — the  principal  refidcd  in  London  or  elfewhere,  and  could  not 
always  be  come  at — it  was  therefore  part  of  the  intent  of  his  prpvi- 
fion,  to  make  the  deputy  amenable  and  refponfiblafor  the  CKccution 
of  his  duty  to  the  county.      ^ 

The  claufe  was  then  prefcnted,  and  read. 

Lord  KEHY ON  exprcffed  his  difapprobation  of  the  claufe  ;  the 
permiffion  was  foreign  from  the  intent  of  the  bill :  he  waslikewife 
adverfe  to  any  attempt  to  alter  the  exifting  laws  with  refpcft  to  pa* 
tent  places,  which  were  generally  executed  by  deputy,  and  often  ac- 
cepted on  that  condition.  Perhaps  the  noble  Earl  was  not  award 
of  the  ill  effedls  of  taking  away  a  freehold  -right,  without  weighty 
sfnd  ferious-  grounds,  and  without  hearing  the  party  to  be  affefled. 
He  never  heard  any  complaint  made  againft  the  prefent  occupants  of 
the  lituation,  or  the  mode  of  executing  the  office.  He  really  thought 
fuch  a  propofal  could  not  come  originally  from  the  noble  Earl  :  he 
had  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord's  character  to  fuppofc 
him  wilfully  inftru mental  in  carrying  fuch  an  injurious  propoluion 
as  that  in  queflion  into  effect.    ■ 

The  Earl  of  LONSDALE  avowed  himfclf  the  author  of  the 

r 

claufe  ;  and  on  no  other  grounds  than  for  the  bcriefit  of  the  county 
of  Laneafter.  Though  the  bill,  generally  fpeaking,  WQuld  not  prove 
fo,  he  thought  it  but  fair  to  make  the  deputy  amenable  when  the 
principal  could  not  be  found.  So  the  duty  was  performed,  he  had 
no  obje6ion  to  the  latter  -enjoying  the  profits  of  the  office. 

Lord  KENYON  replied,  that  the  noble  Earl's  propofition  would 
go  to  fubvert  a  wife  and  eftablilhed  principle,  which  was  to  render 
tl)e- fuperiors  refponfible  in  the  fir  ft  inftance.  The  provifion  was 
brought  in  head  and  flibuldcrs,  in  that  notice,  and  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  bill.       -  '      . 

The  Earl  of  LONSDALE  infiftcd  that  fuch  an  arrangement  as 
he  proppfed  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  country. 

Lord  GREY  DE  WILTON  ftated,  that  the  noble  Earl  lay 
iipder  amiftake  w,ii!i  refpedl  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  clerk  of 
the  peace's  office — the  roads  about  it  were  not  bad— the  mail  coach 
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ran  within  four  miles  of  the  fpot,  and  a  principal  port  town   lay 
within  five  miles  of  it.      He  had  Irved  in  that  part  of  the  country 
all  his  life,  arid 'had  never  heard  the  leaft  complaint  on  any  of  thofc 
.points  adverted  to  by  .the  noble  Earl. 

It  appearing  to  be  the  general  wifh  of  their  Lord(hips  that  the 
claufe  fliould  be  wifhdr^wn,  the  Earl  of  Lonfdale  \vithdrcw  it  aq- 

cordingly. 

The  Earl  of  LONSDALE  then  propofed  another  claufe,  to  the 
cffedl,  that  no  perfon  eledted  to  the  office  of  Treafurer  of  the 
county,  or  holding  any  place  paid  out  of  the  county  rate&,  (hould  be 
a  Juftice  of  the  Peace. 

Lord  KENYON  objciS^ed  alfo  to  this  provifion.  He  obfervcd, 
thathdwever  fuch  a  regulation  might  be  made  by  a  general  law,  he 
thought  it  improper,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  to  be  adopted  cx- 
dufively  wifh  refpeiSt  to  the  county  of  Lancafter. 

L6rd  THURLOW  fecmed  rather  to  incline  in  favour  of  the 
claufe. 

The  queftion  being  called  for,  a  divifion  took  place,  when  there 
appeared  :  Contents,  15  ;  Non  Contents,  21.  Majority  againft 
the  claufe  6. 

Lord  THURLOW  fpokc  at  fomc  length.  He  referred  to" 
fome  ^proceedings  which  took  place  in  the  laft  Committee  on  the 
bill,  and  took  a  comprchenfivie  view  of  its  legal  pofitions  and  pror 
bable  cffe6!s  :  of  thefe  he  fpokc  with  difapprobation,  as  contradicr 
tory  and  ahfurd.  The  chara6\er  of  the  Juftices  for  Lancafhire  was 
affed^ed  by  it.  .  The  title  of  the  bill,  ftri(Sly  fpcaking,  (hould  be, 
**  An  A(St  to  oblige  all  the  JulVices  of  the  Peace  in  the  County  of 
Lancafter  to  ad^  as  gentlemen  !"  He  hoped  the  adt  would  not  be 
paffed  in  its  then  ftate.  Many  of  its  pofitions  were  unintelligible, 
as  well  to  the  framers  of  it  as  to  the  counfel  at  the  bar.  It  was  a 
bungling  piece  of  bufinefs,  and  it  would  be  a  (hameful  indifcretion 
on  the  part  of  that  Houfe  to  pafs  the  bill  in  its  prefept  form. 

Lord  KENYON  contended,  that  the  bill  implipd  no  cenfure  what- 
ever upon  the  Magiftratesof  Lancaftiire.  With  refpeft  to  the  legal 
part  of  his  noble  and  learned  friend's  fpeech,. his  Lordfhip  appeared 
to  differ  from  him  in  opinion.  A  part  of  thefe  objeflions  hq  attri- 
buted  to  proceed  from  want  of  ^information ;  and,  faid  his  Lordftiip, 
'*  the  beft  fenfe  0\  ii^tentions,  founded  upon  an  ignorance  of  events, 
ran  make  but  little  progrcfs."  The  meafure  in  queftion,  in  a  great 
degree,  proceeded  fronp  ftruggles  among  the  Juftices  for  jurifdi6tion  : 
And  furely  it  cogld  not  be  held  indecorous  or  improper  for  the  Legif-* 
lature  to  allay  tbefc  heats  by  a  proceeding  on  their  part. 

Oo  2 
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Lord  THURLOW  faid,  that  the  learned  Lord  had  thought 
propel^  to  leave  urvnoticed  fome  very  material  points  in  his  legal  ob-* 
jeflions.  He  contended  that  the  bill  affixed  a  ftigma  on  the  cha- 
rafler  of  the  Juftices  ;  and  that  was  one  of  his  principal  objefliona 
to  the  meafure.  Should  that  be  a  ground  for  legiflative.  proceedings 
that  a  majority  of  the  Magiftrates  of  any  particular  diftrift  wiflied 
for  Parliamentary  interference  ?  An  a6t  of  the  Legifl^ture  (hould  be 
built  on  its  own  intrinlic  merits,  and  on  no  other  ground.  Should 
fuch  provifions  as  the  bill  contained,  be  palled  into  a  law,  a  little 
time  and  experience  would  (hew  their  abfurdity,  and  perhaps  render 
it  neccffary  to  expunge  the  law  from  the  Statute  Books. 

Lord  KENYON  fpoke  in  explanation,  and  concluded  by  fayingi 
that  as  far  as  authority  could  go  (addreffing  himfelf  to  Lord  Thur- 
low)  he  was  certainly  out- weighed,  yet  he  ftill  retained  his  own  opi- 
nion oh  thofe  points,  and  according  to  his  own  judgement  and  fenti- 
ments,  he' deemed  it  his  duty  to  act. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  obferved,  that  the  meafure  in 
qucftion  bad  b^en  in  contemplation  more  than  two  years.  The 
whole  might  be  faid  to  arife  from  a  contention  between  the  Juftices 
of  Prefton  and  thofe  of  Limcafter.  Every  effort  at  accommodation 
was  ufelefs — they  would  not  agree.  A  legal  decifion  was  reforted 
to,  but  without  the  defircd  effedl ;  and  in  the  end  an  A<St  of  farlia*- 
mcnt  was  thought  neccffary.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the  expedient  of 
ftriking  out  the  refradtory  Juftices  from  the  Coromiffion  ought  to 
have  been  adopted  ;  but  he  would  appeal  to  any  noble  Lord,  if  either 
of  the  Chancellors  would  be  juftified  in  that  proceeding,  on  fuch 
grounds  as  thofe  in  tjueftion.  With  refpcft  to  the  bill's  being  a  rcr 
fle(ftion  upon  the  Mggiftrates  of  I^rancafhire,  they  were  certainly  thq 
beft  judges.;  but  on  that  head  they  feemed  not  to  have  thejeaftappre- 
henfion.  Alluding  to  the  objection,  that  the  bill  effeded  a  ferious 
innovation,  his  Lordftiip  obferved,  that  he  then  held  His  Majefty's 
Commiffion  in  his  hand,  to  authorize  the  trying  pleas  twice  a  year 
at  Lancafter,'^or  clfe where  within  the  county  ;  and  that  confiders^- 
tion,  he  thought,  would  go  a  great  way  to  meet  that  bbjedlion. 

Lord  THURLOW  infifted  that  the  meafure  would  efea  a 
Tnateriai  innovation,  and  trench  upon  the  chartered  rights  of  the 
town  of  Lancafter.  RefpecSing  the  legal  part  of  his  argument,  he 
conceived  that  the  noble  Earl  had  miftaken  him, 

The  Earl  qf  LIVERPOOL  replied,  that  he  underftood  th<j 
Jearned  Lord's  propofitions  perfedHy  well ;  but  he  never  could  agree 
that  the  conduct. of  the  Magiftrates  was  of  that  criminal  complec^ 
tton  wW^h  the  noble  Lcyd  fcefn^d  to  iinagin^,     The  whole  difput* 
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torncil  oa  a  qiicftion  of  jurifdiftion,  Whether  the  Magiftrates  *bf 
Lz^ncafter  (hould  poiTefs  an  exclulive  right  in  the  particular  cafe  } 
ox  whether  it  (hould  veft  in  the  Juftices  of  the  county  at  large*' 

Lord  THURLOW  fpoke  in  escplanation. 

The  Earl  of  LONSDALE  dated  his  difapprobation  of  the  bill 
in  general  terms,  and  feemed  to  refledi^  upon  the  motives  of  the  ori- 
ginal promoters  of  the  mcafure. 

Lord  GRANTLE  Y  faid  a  few  words  relative  to  the  operation  of 
one  of  the  claufesof  the  bill. 

After  which  the  queftion  was  called  for,  when  there  appeared  \n 
favour  of  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  7.7. ;  againfl  it,  14.  Ma* 
jority,  8.  -  /       • 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

JVedngJday^  yune  6* 

Mr.  WILLIAM  DUNDAS  moved  the  third  reading  of  the 
Two- Pennies  Scots  Bill. 

Sir  RIChARD  CARR  GLYN  faid,  that  he  thought  it  was 
his  duty  to  defire  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  prefent  bill,  for 
that  he  could  not  agrpc  to  the  principle,  that  the  public  revenue  of 
the  country  was  to  be  charged  w*ith  payments  of  a  local  nature. 

By  this  bill  4,4001.  is  annually  to  be  paid  out  of  the  excife  re- 
vcnuci  of  Scotland  to  the  fame  purpofes  to  which  the  Scots  Two- 
pennies duty  on  ale  was  applicable. 

The  Scots  duty  on  ale  and  beer  is  a  Focal  impofition  for  Ch&  local 
purpofes  of  the  Corporation  of  Edinburgh* 

4,4ool.  paid  out  of  the  excife  revenue  of  Scotland  is  the  fame 
thing  as  4,400!.  paid  out  of  the  confolidated  fund  of  the  country^ 
9s  the  balance  of  the  excife  revenue,  after  payment  of  the  civil  efta- 
blifliment  of  Scotland,  is  remitted  to  the  Commi0ioners  of  Excife 
in  London,  and  by  them  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  confolidated 
fund ;  fo  that  it  is  clearly  public  revenue. 

To  whom  then  is  this  fum  of  money  to  be  paid  ?  Not  to  a  re->- 
fponfible  officer  of  the  Crown,  but  to  the  Corporation  of  Edinburgh, 
whofe  accounts  are  not  laid  before  Parliamentt  All  the  purpofes 
to  which  it  is  to  be  applied  are  not  fiated  to  us,  but  we  are  told  it  is 
to  be  applied  to  pay  the  intereft  of  a  debt  already  incurred  by  the 
Corporation  of  Edinburgh,  t6  maintain  the  harbout  of  Leith;  to  pay  , 

Ihe  b^l^xx^  tg  th^  pifttli^  ppfe^br^  pf  the  colleges,  and  to  the  mi- 
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niftcrs  of  the  church.  There  is  no  precedent  of  the  intcrcft  of  a 
debt  incurred  by  a  corporation  being  paid  out  of  the  public  revenues. 
The  ports  of  Lohdon,  of  Briftol,  of  Liverpool,  and  of  Hull,  are 
not  maintained  out  of  the.publjc  purfe.  .The  new  harbour  of 
Ramfgate  was  not  conftrufted  out  of  the  public  revenue,  but  by  a 
fund  raifcd  on  duties  on  fhips.  The  payments  to  the  profeffors  and 
to  the  minifters  are  clearly,  local  appropriatiorxs.  The  only  reafon 
"which  can  be  ftated  in  favoiir  of  the  bill  is,  that  the  public  exoife 
revenue  may  incrcafe  by  difcontinuing-the  duty  on  ale  :  this  is  a 
reafon  for  difcontinuing  the  duty  on  ale,  but  not  a  fufficient  reafon 
for  eftabliChing  the  principle  that  the  public  revenue  (hould  be  ap- 
plied to  local  purpofes. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and  thought 
the  revenue  could  not  be  injured  by  a  mcafure  that  had  been  in  force 
thefe  hundred  years. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY   entertained  the  fame    fcnti^ 
xnents. 

Mr.  POLE  CAREW  and  Mr.  SHERIDAN  thought  olher- 
wife.  The  latter  confidered  it  nothing  clfc  than  mere  jobbing,  and 
infifted,  that,  if  this  bill  ihould  pafs  into  a  law,  every  town  and 
every  borough  in  the  kingdom  would  look  for  the  (ame  indulgencies 
and  qixenaptions  that  Edinburgh  did.  He  concluded  by  moving  aa 
amendment,  that  the  third  reading  be  poliponed  to  Monday  next ; 
which  was  agreed  to-  * 

The  honourable  Mr.  ST.  JOHN  faid,  he  trufted  the  Houfc 
would  do  hiin  the  juftice  to  recoiled^,  that  when  he  fignified  his  in- 
tent of  calling  their  attention  to  the  circumftances  of  a  particular 
nature  concerning  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  which  have  fo  recently 
occurred,  he  had  alfo  fignified  his  deter fni nation  to  obtain  fuch  in- 
formation as  would  be  neceflTary  for  fo  grave  and  ferious  a  fubje6t. 
He  felt  that  his  duty,  and,  having  loft  no  time-or  opportunity  to  that 
cfl^ecS,  came  down  to  that  Houfc  fully  prepared  accordingly.  But 
fince  he  had  come  down,  fome  of  that  gentleman's  friends,  whom  he 
was  bound  to  confult  upon  the  occafion,  fuggefted  the  propriety  of 
deferring  irtill  Friday  or  Monday  next,"  to  which  he  had  agreed, 
notwithftanding  the  unpleafing  event  both  to  him  a^  the  individual, 
and  to  the  Houfc,  that  a  motion  once  fixed  for  aprecife  day  (hould- 
be  fo  poftponed. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  expreffed  a  defire  to  know 

the  tendency  of  the  motion.  ' 

'     The  honourable  Mr.  ST.  JOHN  replied,    that   it  fhculd  be, 

^'  "'  tliere  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  copies  of  all  the  warrants  iffbcd 

'    Mr.    Arthur  O'Connor,    and    his    brother,     Mr.    Rcgcr 
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O'Connor  ;•  which  motion  (hould  be  the  prelude  to  others  of  im- 
portance, s 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  then  expreffed  his  determi- 
nation to  rcfift  fuch  a  motion  in  every  cafe.     ' 

•  * 

.  The  honourable  Mr.  ST.  JOHN  obferved,  that  the  friends  of 
thefe  gentlemen  had  recently  become  poffcflcd  of  papefs,  which  to 
them  were  of  the  higheft  confideration  ;  and  as  thcfe  were  of  fuch 
a  nature  as  would  require  fume  little  time  to  confidcr,  it  would  ill 
become  him  not  to  accede  to  their  wifh  of  poftponing  his  motion  in 
the  manner  propofed  ;  at  the  fame  time,  from  what  had  juft  fallen 
•from  the  honourable-  and  learned  gentleman,  he  would  have  deiired 
the  bufinefs  to  be  agitated  that  inftant. 

IVfr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  was  defirous  of  knowing  what^ 
the  purport  of  the  other  intended  motions  might  be. 

The  honourable  Mr.  ST.  JOHN  faid,  if  they  would  tell  him 
what  they  w6ul4  do  with  his  firft  motion,  he  would  tell  them  with 
what  he  meant  to  follow  it.  He,  however,  had  no  hefitition  in 
faying,  that  if  his  firft  motion  was  acceded  to,  he  (hould  be  able 
to  convince  the  Houfe  that  the  warrants  w^re  illegal. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  thought  his  honourable  friend  right  in  poft- 
poning the  motion.  It  was  a  delicate  fubjedt  for  confideration, 
whether  certain  papers  relating  to  Mr.  O'Connor  (hould  or  (hould 
not  be  read  to  the  Houfe. 

The  honourable  Mr.  ST.  JOHN  then,  having  fettled  that  the 
motion  (hould  te  poftponed  to  Monday  next,  was  proceeding  to  (ig- 
nifyihat  he  (hould  be  able  to  (liew  that  the  recent  detainer  of  Mr. 
O'Connor  was  contrary  to  law,  when 

Mr.  SPEAKER  interfered,  and  obferved,  that  any  obfcrvation* 
upon  an  intended  motiori  were  premature,  and  contrary  to  the  order 
of  the  Houfe, 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  remarked,  that  although 
he  (bould  objeft  to  its  purport,  he  had  no  inclination  to  rcfift  its 
difcuflion. 


■^■^— ^—^  I  ij  1 1 1  '>" 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tfjurfday^  June  7, 

The  order  of  the  day  for  fummoning  their  Lordftiips  on  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  Ship-owners*  Bill,  and  for  hearing  counfcl 
thereon^  being  read, 
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The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  prcfented  a  f)etitioft  in  favour  of 
the  bill,  figned,  he  faid,  by  a  number  of  the  moft  rcfpe6lablc  perfons 
in  the  commercial  line  ;  not  one  ftiip  owner  was  among  them  ; 
they  were  principally  underwriters  ;  they  were  fttongly  in  favour  of 
the  bill.  His  Lord(hip  moved,  that  the  petition  do  lie  upon  the 
table ;  which  ^zs  ordered  accordingly. 

Counfel  were  then  called  in,  and  were  heard  on  both  fides  at 
^reat  length  ;  and  after  the  counfel  had  withdrawn, 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  rofe,  and  obfervcd,  that  in  the  fitu- 
ation  which  he  had  the  honour  of  being  placed  by  His  Majefty,  (as 
Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Trade,)  he  had  heard  of,  and  feen  fo  much 
of  the  fubje6t  before  their  Lordfhips,  and  received  fuch  a  number  of 
applications  refpe<9ing  it,  that  he  deemed  it  neceffary  t6  preface  his 
motion  for  the  fccond  reading  of  the  bill  by  a  few  words.  His 
lidrd(hip  took  a  general  view  of  the  inconveniences  and  grievances 
under  which  that  defcription  of  commercial  men  who  applied  to  the 
Legiflature  for  this  bill,  laboured  Under  the  prefent  regulations.  He 
ftated  the  vatious  fteps  which  the  parties  had  taken  in  order  to^ re- 
move thofe  inconveniencies,  which  all  proved  inefficacious — and 
they  found  themfelves  conftrained  to  have  recqurfe  to  the  interfe- 
rence of  the  Legiflature.  In  this  part  of  his  fpeech,  his  Lordfhip 
defcribed  generally  the  nature  of  the  two  afls  which  had  been  ob- 
tained for  tl\e  regulation  of  the  points  in  queflion ;'  namely,  thofe 
of  the  7th  of  the  late,  and  26th  of  the  prefent  King  ;  ftill  farther 
provifions  were  nccefTary.  tje  then  adverted  to  the  very  refpe<3able 
charadlers  of  the  pcrfohs  who  principally  promoted  the  meafure,  and 
who,  according  to  every  conf^ru6lion  they  could  put  upon  the  ex* 
ifling  laws,  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that  farther  legiflative  pro- 
Tifions  were  neceffary.  He  pointed  out  the  unfavourable  circum- 
ftances  under  which  the  fhip- owners  were  now  placed,  and  the  great 
weight  of  refponfibiiity  laid  upon  them.  He  knew  fcveral  of  the 
leading  men  in  this  important  branch  of  commerce,  two  particu* 
larly,  who  declared  they  muft  withdraw  from  it,  and  fell  their  pro- 
perties therein,  if  not  relieved  by  Parliament.  Surely  the  Houfe 
could  not  think  of  placing  the  (hip-owners  on  the  fame  footing  with 
carriers.  There  was  no  (imilitude  in  the  fituations.  The  navi* 
gation  of  Great  Britain  exceeded  that  of  all  other  nations.  This,  he 
thought,  was  principally  to  be  attributed  to  the'fuperiority  of  their 
fliips  and  feamen  ;  and  as  this  proceeded  from  the  fpirit  and  libera- 
lity of  the  (hip-owners,  they  were  entitled  to  every  attention :  the 
tippets  had  an  ample  fecirity  from  the  underwriters,  and  needed 
hot  the  additional  ferurity  of  the  (hip-owntr.  The  (hip-owners  of 
^his  country  were  placed  in  a  more  difadvantdgeous'fituati6n  than 
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Aofc  'engaged  in' any  other  branch  of  commerce.  The  laws  of 
Holland  and  other  foreign  maritime  countries  were  far  more  favour- 
able to  the  (hip  owners  than  thofe  of  Great  Britain  would  be,  even 
if  the  bill  (hould  pafs.  And  under  thcfe  impreflions,  as  well  as 
in  confequence  of  the  various  applications  that  were  made  to  him, 
he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  move,  that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  fccond 
time. 

Lord  THURLOW  objefled  to  the  farther  progrcfs  of  the  bill. 
The  cffential  part  of  the  queftion  lay,  he  obferved,  in  a  narrow 
compafs,  and  refpefted  fimply  an  alteration  in  the  bills  of  lading. 
With  regard  to  what  fell  from  the  noble  Earl,  of  his  being  affured 
that  certain  gentlemen  would  quit  the  bufinefs  if  the  1)111  did  not 
paf<5,  he  entertained  no  ferious  apprchenfion  on  that  head.  He 
knew,  that  v.'hen  perfons  were  anxious  about  any  particular  objedt, 
fhcy  did  not  fpare  flrong  language  ;  and,  for  his  part,  he  believed 
that  even  thefe  two  gentlemen  would  continue  in  the  bufinefs  as  long 
^  they  found  it  advantageous  to  them.  The  fupcriority  of  the 
Britifli  navigation,  he  believed,,  had  arifcn  from  the  preferable  fecu- 
rities  which  the  old  and  cftabliflied  laws  held  out  to  (hipping  mer- 
chants ;  the  bill  would  tend  materially  to  diminifli  thefe  fecuiities, 
and  fo  far  to  injure  the  interefls  of  navigation.  The  queftion 
(hould  not  be  regarded  folely  in  a  commercial  point  of  view  ;  the 
great  political  fecurity  and  defence  of  the  nation  were  involved  in  it. 
With  refpedl  to  the  idea  of  difference  between  the  (hip- owners  and 
the  carriers,  they  were  in  a  great  degree  aflfimilated  by  the  two  ads 
already  made  on  this  fubjedt,  though  the  latter  certainly  were  not 
held  liable  to  the  full  extent. 

He  contended  that  the  provifions  of  the  exifting  laws  were  fully 
adequate  to  the  removal  of  every  thing  complained  of,  and  under 
them,  in  this  cafe,  every  thing  now  defired  could  be  obtained.  He 
alluded  principally  to  fpecific  contrads  between  thtf  parties.  If  the 
bill  could  be  ameliorated  fo  as  to  atifwer  any  good  purpofe,  or  be 
freed  from  any  of  the  weighty  obje6^ions  agaJnft  it,  he  would  be  for 
its  going  to  a  Committee  ;  but  thefe  he  thought  impradlicable,  and 
would  therefore  fay  Non  Content  to  the  noble  Earl's  motion. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  faid,  his  chief  ground  of  hof- 
tility  to  the  bill  proceeded  from  an  apprehenfion  of  its  tending  to 
fubvert  the  e(tabli(hed  and  falutary  principles  of  the  common  law. 
He  reprobated  the  idea,  that  a  principle  of  amendation,  or  indivi- 
\ dual  convenience,  were  juft  grounds  for  Icgiflative  interference.  If 
this  principle  was  admitted,  he  conjured  their  Lord(hips  to  think,  if 
laws  were  to  be  made  merely  for  the  convenience  of  every  particu- 
lar trade  and  bufinefs  in  the  community,  what  a  motley  coUedlion 
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of  patched  abfurdities  muft  the  legin^tive  code  conHft  of !  what  a 
mafs  of  confufion  it  muft  bc«plunged  in  !  Laws  fliould  be  deduced 
from  accurate  rcafoning,  and  grounded  upon  general  principles  of 
kgiflation.  ReeOrring  to  the  particular  queft ion  before  the  Houfe, 
he  obferved,  that  under  the  prefent  regulations,  the  ftiip-owners  were 
not  held  refponfible  to  the  full  extent.  Thcj}  were  undoubtedly 
boand  for  all  acceidents,  but  were  exempted  from  thofe  which  arofc 
in  confequence  of  the  difpenfations  of  providence,  and  from  thofe 
which  might  proceed  from  the  enemies  of  the  country.,  This  wa^ 
the  long  and  eftabliflied  principle  of  the  common  law,  applying  to 
this  fubjedl ;  and  that  it  was  fully  adequate  to  all  the  ends  propofed, 
was  ^o  be  learned  from  the  higheft  law  authoricies,  Lord  Hale, 
Chief  Juftice  Holt  and  Lee,  and  Lord  Mansfield  :  upon  that  law 
was  grounded  the  decifion  made  by  his  noble  and  learned  friend  (Lord 
Kenyon)  in  the  cafe  gf  Smith  and  Sheppard  :  and  there  was  not  a 
barrifter  or  attorney  who  underftood  the  profeflion  could  cntertaia 
any  doubt  upon  (he  point.  The  bill  went  diretS^ly  to  fubvert  the 
principle  of  the  common  law,  and  to  fubftitute  a  fpecies  of  engage- 
ment, not  a  contract — a  nori-defcript  proceeding!  r  If  the  bill 
paffcd,  fo  abfurd  and  contradiilory  were  its  provifions  as  to  defy  ex- 
planation ;  and.  he  would  from  his  heart  pity  the  Judge  and  the 
Jury  who  were  called  upon  to  decide  on  it.  The  old  a<9s  did  not 
Overturn  the  common  law,  they , went  only  to  affirm  its  principle,  and 
to  limit  its  provifions  in  particular  inftances.  Let  the  complain* 
ants  makcv  their  contrails,  or  bills  of  lading,  m  what  ihape  or  to 
what  effefk  they  pleafed  ;  but  let  therri  not,'  by  a  general  law,  fay, 
.that  the  (hip- owners  (hall  be  anfwcrablc  only  in  cafes  of  "  adtual 
default."  What  was  adlual  default  ?  How  could  it  be  inconte(la- 
bly  defer ibed  ?  Let  any  fpeclfic  inftance  be  (\ated,  but  not  the  ge- 
neral term  a(3ual  default.  In  fad,  the  bill  afFtdled  to  do  that  which 
was  beyond  the  power  of  any  Legiflature  to  perform.  Suppofe  for 
a  moment  the  (hip- owners  were  to  be  gratified,  the  lightermen  would 
next  cxpcdl  a  fimilar  relief;  nor  could  the  Legiflature  con(i{tently 
deny  it  to  them.  The  warfingers  would  follow.  Above  all,  he 
would  put  it,  and  to  thofe  who  moft  fupportcd  the  bill — the  (hip* 
owners  themfelvcs,  on  the  probable  confequence  of  palTmg  the  bill. 
The  claims  of  feamen — thofe  might  look  up,  and  ju(tly  too,  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  to  Parliament  for  relief.  As  the  law  then  flood,  they  were 
not  entitled  to  their  wages  except  the  voyage  was  perfedied.  In 
cafe  of  fhipwreck,  even  where  their  very  exiftence  was  endangered, 
after  all  the  viciflltudes  of  hard(hip,  of  cold,  oPhunger,  and  fatigue 
which  the  feamen  in  fuch  cafes  muft  fufler ;  ftill  they  could  not  Ic- 
rrally  infift  upon  their  wages.     He  had  feen  cafes  tried  where  it 
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wrung  the  hearts  of  the  Jury  to  be  obliged  to  decide  againft.  them. 
If  the  bill  was  paffed,  how  could  the  Houfe  fct  their  faces  againft 
the  claim' of  the  feamcn  ?      Let  the  ow  ncrs  confider  this  !     He  be- 
lieved it  to  be  a  principal  inducement  to  foreigners  to  prefer  Bri- 
tifli  (hips,  the  fuperior  encouragement  which  the  laws  of  the  country 
held  out  to  them.     He  did  not  fee  how  the  bill  could  be  ameliorated 
in  a  Committee.      One  of  its  leading  provifions  went  to  charge  all 
the  fubfifting  contra(Rs,  anj  thofe  under  which  (hips  fcrve  a  given 
period,   had  taken  their  departure  ;  and  this  fubverGon  of  engage- 
ment at  the  inftance  of  one  of  the  contrafting  parties  ;  it  was  ^n  ex 
p'ift  faSfo  law  of  the  worft  kind  ;   it  bore  the  character  of  merciUjs^ 
iniquity  /  He  wondered  how  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament  could 
fuffer  fuch  a  bill  to  pafs  through  it — for  his  part  his  feelings  as  ^ell 
as  his  underftanding,  impelled  him  to  offer  his  proteft  againft  the 
farther  progrefs  of  the  bill. 

The  Duke  of  LEEDS  faid,  that  after  what  had  been  fo  ably  ad- 
vanced againft  the  bill,  and  the  objedlions  coming  from  fuch  high 
authority,  he  had  to  apologize  to  the  Houfe  for  the  vciy  few  words 
he  ftiould  offer — He  thought  the  bill  fhould  be  fufFered  to  go  to  a 
Committee  ;  what  had  ftruck  him  as  the  moft  objedlionable  part  of 
the  whole  was,  that  alluded  to  in  the  latter  part  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord's  fpeech,  namely,  the  ill  efFedls  it  would  have  with  re- 
gard to  contra(9s  already  made,  and  veffels  now  at  fea  ;  he  thought 
this  might  be  done  away  in  the  Committee,  and  provifions  of  fuch 
a  nature  fubftituted  as  would  unobjedlionably  anfwef  every  end. 
Much  ftrefs  had  been  laid  upon  the  ill  effedls  of  innovation,  by  the 
Icarricd  Counfel,  and  the  determination  of  the  ancient  Barons  cited, 
Nolumus  Leges  Angli^r  mutari.  If  this  principle  was  carried  to  its 
full  extent,  he  would  afk,  to  what  end  did  their  Lorddiips  fit  in  that 
Houfe  ?  No  Lord  refped^ed  grave  and  ancient  inftitutions  more 
than  he  did.  They  ftiould  not  be  changed  but  on  important  occa- 
fions,  and  where  the  alterations  were  evidently  for  the  better.  He 
confeffed  that  he  paid  fom'e  deference  to  the. opinions  of  thofe  rc- 
fpedable  perfons  who  figned  the  .petitions  in  favour  of  the  bill :  and 
great  as  the  authority  of  hi»  learned  friends  were,  ftill  he  thought 
the  bill  ought  to  be  committed,  where  he  hoped  it  might  be  fo  al- 
tered as  not  to  trench  upon  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  and 
to  be  really  beneficial.  If  thefe  points  could  not  be  attained  in 
the  Committee,  he  certainly  would  oppofe  the  farther  progrefs  of 
the  bill. 

Lor  I  KENYON  was  hoftile  to  the  bill.     He  thought  the  pro- 
pofcd  er  ds  could  very  well  be  attained  by  private  contrails  between 
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the  parties.  He  dcfpaircd  of  any  real  amendment  of  the  bill  in  a 
Conimittce. 

Lf)rd  AUCKLAND  thought  the  general  profperity  of  the  coun- 
try,, in  which  was  included  its  commerce,  was  a  confideration  para- 
mqunt  to  any  other.  Upon  the  whole  of  what  he  had  heard,  he 
thought  the  law  on  theie  rubje(fls  not  doubtful.  They  were  called 
upon  to  pafs  a  new  law,  which  wasckarly  proved  to,  be  unneceffary. 

He  had  heard  nothing  to  induce  him  to  take  away  the  refponfibi- 
lity  of  the  (hip-owners.  Befidcs,  the  bill  would  be  prejudicial  in 
a  commercial  view,  as  tending  to  deilroy  competition. 

The  queflion  being  called  for,  the  Houfe  divided,  when  there  ap- 
peared :  Contents,  i  o  ;  Non  Contents,  1 1 .  Majority  againft  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  i. 

By  which  it  is  loft  for  the  prefent  feffion. 
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Thurjdayy  yunc  "J, 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL,  tlic 
farther  confideration  of  the  report  upon  the  Newfpaper  Bill  w»as  de- 
fcrred  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  BOOTLE  moved  for  the  farther  confideration  of  the 
report  of  ^hc  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  of  the 
treatment  of  prifoners  pf  war. 

The  report  was  then  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  W.  BOOTLE  then  faid,  that  he  conceived  it  the  duty  of 
the  Houfe  to  make  that  report  and  thefe  refolutions  as  public  as  pof- 
fiblc,  that  all  the  world  might  fee  the  falfity  of  the  ftatement  of  our 
enemies  upon  the  fubjed^.  It  was  true  our  foldiers  were  now  better 
treated  th^n  they  ufed  to  be ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  took  away 
the  neccffity  of  publicly  contradicting  the  accufation  made  againi^  us^ 
and  of  the  proof  of  their  harfh  ufage  to  the  unfortunate  prifoners  in 
their  power  ;  and  he  farther  hoped,  that  every  nation  a/f^lng  wiih  us 
would  be  made  acquainted  with  the  true  ftate  of  the  fa6ts*  Upon 
thcfe  grounds  he  (hould  move,  that  the  report  of  the  refolutions 
(hould  be  communicated  to  His  Majefty  by  fuch  Members  as  were 
of  the  Privy  Council,  and  to  requeft  His  Majefty  to  make  known 
the  report  and  the  refolutions  to  all  nation?  in  amity  with  Hisi 
Majefty. 
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Vifcnunt  EELCRAVE  fecondcH  the  motion.  Though  the 
enemy  had  of  late  fhewn  a  fen^c  of  returning  hutnaniTy,  yet  he 
thought  that  did  not  take  awav  ihe  neccfl'ity  of  making  the  report 
public.  He  trufttd  that  it  would  not  be  confiried  to  thofe  nations  * 
who  were  in  amit)  with  us,  hut  that  it  ^'ould  alfo  find  its  way  into 
the  countries  at  war  with  Ub,  and  prove  to  thtm  that  wc  had  never 
violated  the  humanity  due  to  unfortunate  priioncrs  of  war. 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  faid,  as  the  .encnrty  had  (hewn  fo  much 
attention  to  our  troops  in  Flanders,  he  thought  the  ccnfure  too  ge- 
neral;  he  wifhed  fome  cxplanatlrn  could  be  added  by  an  amend- 
ment. If  the  fpeechesof  the  honourable  mover  and  feconder  were 
to  accc;mpany  the  report,  he  (hould  have  rto  objeflion  to  the  motion 
as  it  now  (iood. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  the  refolutions  referred  to  the  re- 
port, and  that  was  of  a  matter  prior  to  th^time  alluded  to  by  the     / 
honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  call  in  qucftion 
the  fad^s  ftated  by  the  Committee  in  the  report,  who  had,  no  doubt, 
taken  care  to  be  accurate.  But  why,  he  afked,  was  the  nrweafurc 
brought  forwards  at  this  time  ?  The  refolutions,  founded  upon  the 
report,  and  fubmitted  this  night  to  the  Houfe,  commented  upon  the 
conduiSl  of  the  French  towards  our  countrymen,  whom  the  chance 
of  war  had  thrown  into  their  hands,  with  the  greateft  acrimony. 
True  it  was  that  the  refohjtions  r£fcrred,  as  was  obferved  from  the- 
Chair,  to  the  treatment  of  prifoners  who  had  been  taken  previouflj 
to  the  expedition  to  OHend.  But  ftill  the  French  may  feel  ex- 
afperated  by  fuch  hardi  language,  and  bcgin^to  a6k  with  fe verity  to- 
wards the  troops,  who  had  been  captured  by  rhem  tit  Oftend,  and 
who  had  hitherto  met  with  a  treatment,  which  called  for  the  appro- 
bation of  every  liberal  mind,  and  upon  which  praife  had  be6n  very 
properly  bcftpwcd  both  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved, 
and  the  noble  Lord  who  fcconded  the  refolutions.  Upon  this  ground 
Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid,  that  he  muft  oppofc  the  prefent  proceeding,  as 
extremely  ill-timed  and  injiidicious. 

As  to  the  expedition  to  Oftend,  which  the  noble  Lord  found  it 
inipoflible  to  mention  without  high  encomium  both  upon  the  plan        ' 
and  the  execution,  this  was  not  the  time  for  entering  upon  the  dif- 
*  cuflion.^     The  point  was  not  before  the  Houfe  ;  but  he  could  not 
Jielp  adding,   that  his  opinion  upon  that  fubjedl  was  very  di^erent        , 
^rom  the  noble  Lord's.  > 

vThe  mojipn  was  then  put  and  carried.  t 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

'    Friday f  yune  Z.  * 

Lord  GRENVILLE  rtovcd  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Land-tax 
Sale  Bill. 

Earl  of  CAERNARVON  was  furprifcd  that  no  explanation, 
at  leaft  of  the  principle  of  a  bill  of  fuch  great  importance,  had  been 
given  previoufly  to  its  farther  progrefs  being  urged. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  thought  the  bill  fufEciently  explained  it- 
fclf  in  that  point.  It  was  a  meafure  of  great  and  obvious  public 
and  individual  advantage.  The  bill  went  generally  to  enable  per- 
fons  to  purchafc  their  refpeflive  proportions  of  land  tax,  on  terms 
equally  advantageous  to  themfelves,  and  beneficial  to  the  State — this 
was  the  outline  of  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

Earl  of  SUFFOLK  confidered  the  meafure  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent light.  Taxes  were  heaped  upon  every  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, to  an  almoft  incredible  amount.  Tiie  ftlt  duties  in  particu- 
lar, in  confequcnce  of  the  late  additions,  were  infufferable  ;  they  , 
bore  principally  upon  the  lower  order  of  landholders,  and  on  the 
poor  in  general :  in  fa^fl,  everj  fpecies  of  property  was  buidcncd  to 
the  utmoft  ftretch.  He  could  not  but  obfcrve  the  favour  fhtwn  to 
the  monied  intertft  ; ,  the  prefent  meafure  was  an  inftance  of  it.  He 
thought  the  bill  fuch  a  one  as  that  Houfe  ought  not  to  pafs  \  neither 
did' he  think  the  principle  of  it  fufficlcntly  confidered  by  the  noble 
Lord ;  the  prellure  of  the  burdens  upon  landed  property  was 
too  great :  taxes  (hould  be  impofcd  equally  upon  every  kind  of 
property.  On  thefe  grounds  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  oppofc 
the  bill,         ^  ' 

Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  contended,,  that  the  fait  duties  operated 
in  an  equal  proportion  upon  every  defcriprion  of  perfons — it  was 
a  fpecies  of  tax,  the  burden  of  which  would  fall  pn  the  confumer. 
I  At  the  fame  time  he  could  not  help  obferving,  the  little  relevancy 
which  the  fait  duties  bore  to  the  fubjeflv  in  queftion.  His  noble 
friend,  he  conceived,  had  very  faithfully  delineated  an  outline  of  the 
principle  df  the  bill  ;  to  which  he  would  add,  that  the  meafure 
would  prove  a  faving  to  the  Public  of  between  3  and  400^000!. 
per  annum — it  wogldraife  the  funds,  and  be  produdlive  of  the  moft 
beneficial  confequences  with  refpedt  to  future  loans.  Thefe  were 
the  real  principles  of  the  bill ;  as  to  its  details,  and  particular  pro-y 
vifions,  they  were  obvioufly  within  the  exclufiye  province  of  tl<; 
«^her  Houfe  of  Fariiament. 
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Lord  AUCKLAND,  after  obfcrving  the  irrelevancy  of  the 
fait  to  the  fubjed^  in  difcuflion,  entered  into  a  calculation  to  prove, 
that  the  conclufions  of  the  noble  Earl  on  that  head  were  erroneous. 
Inftcad  of  their  bearing  in  the  proportion  ftatcd  by  that  Lord  on  the 
landholder,  thev  did  not  exceed  a  fourth  part  of  it. 

Earl  of  SUFFOLK  faid,  that  to  a  certain  degree,  the  point  he 
advfr  ed  to  was  irrelevant  to  the  fubjcct  In  debate  ;  but  as  thefc 
duties,  which,  he  afferted  to  be  the  fa£t,  boie  more  particularly  upon 
the  landholder,  he  conceived  it  not  unconned^ed  with  the  bill. 
When  the  additional  Salt-duty  Bill  was  on  the  eve  of  paffing  that 
Houfe,'  he  attended  two  days,  but  not  together,  one  day  clapfed  be- 
tween, and  on  that  day  it  happened  the  bill  was  paflfed.  He  re- 
probated fuch  principles  of  taxation.  Let  the  impods  be  fo  laid  as 
fairly  and  equally  to  affeS  every  fpecies  of  property. 

Lord  THURLOVV  conceived  it  as'  rather  unfortunate,  that  the 
prcfent  difcuffion  (hould  commence  with  the  fubjeft  of  Salt,  as  he 
perceived  that  certain  Lords  were  more  ready  to  enter  into  that  than 
the  more  important  one  which  was  regularly  before  the  Houfe.  His' 
Lordfhip  then  took  a  copious  view  of  the  fubjefls  conncfled  with 
the  bill,  as  well  of  thofe  which  referred  to  its  principles,  as  thofc 
implicated  in  its  details,  the  deduc)io/is  and  conclufions  that  he  made 
from  which  were  decidedly  againft  the  meafurc.  In  the  courfe  of 
thefe,  he  obferved,  that  a  noble  Lord's  affertion  refpefting  a  faving 
to  be  made  to  the  public  of  between  three  and  400,000!.  per  an- 
num, belides  a  confiderabic  relief  to  the  national  credit,  was  what  he 
coajd  not  affent  to.  He  was  of  opinion  that  purchafers  for  the  land 
tax,  to  the  extent  expefled,  could  not  be  found,  confequently  every 
thing  built  upon  that  foundation  muft  neceffarily  fail :  or  even  fup- 
pofing  for  argument  fake,  that  the  whole  was  purchafed,  the  produce 
muft  eventually  come  into  the  market  as  a  fpecies  of  ftock,  fo  that 
inftead  of  its  proving  a  relief,  it  mu(V  have  a  contrary  effe£^. 
He  oppofed  the  meafure,  he  faid,  really  upon  no  other  than  public 
grounds :  in  the  prefent  crifis,  he  knew  great  exertions  were  necef- 
fary ;  and  any  requilition  for  a  fupply,  met  with  very  favourable 
prejudice  from  him :  but  the  provifions  of  the  prefent  bill,  he 
thought,  clafheij  with  every  principle  of  juftice,  of  policy,  and  of  hu- 
manity. He  was  aware  it  might  be  objefled  to  him,  that  the  pre- 
fent W3S  not  the  proper  ftagc  for  difcuffing  the  details  of  the  bill ; 
but  he  had  twoanfwers  to  that :  firft,  that  he  was  juftificd  in  ad- 
verting to  every  claufe  that  was  irreparably  conne6^ed  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  ;  and  fecondly,  that  as  no  alterations  could  be  made 
by  that  Houfe  in  a  Committee,  without  fuch  proving  fatal  to  the  bill, 
its  provifions  might  be  as  well  oonfidercd  then  as  at  any  fubfcqucnt 
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flage.     Recurring  to  the  main  fubje6^,  he  obferved,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  every  perfon  protedted  by  a  Government,  to  contribute  in 
proportion  to  his  means,  to  the  fupport  of  that  Government.     But 
the  bill  in  queftion  outraged  every  found  principle  of  taxation,  and 
of  equal  proportion.  •   If  he  underftood  the  leading  operation  of  the 
bill,  It  was  a  requifition  upon  all  who  came  within  its  efFedts,  to  fell 
an  aliquot  part  of  their  eftate  ;  the  produce  of  which  fale  would  be 
conveyed  to  the  Commiflioners  for  the  rcdudtion  of  the  national 
debt— ^[^  cry  of  "  No  f  No  /"j— His  Lordftiip  continued — He  was 
glad  he  had  thrown  out  the  idea,  as  poffibly  it  might  lead  to  a  fatis- 
faflory  explanation  :   however,  fo  he  underftood  it.      But  this  con- 
ception of  its  general  meaning  might  arife  in  confequence  c^f  the 
claufes  of  the  bill   being  fo  flovenly  drawn,   or  their  import  being 
above  his  cosnprehcnfion.      [Here  fome  of  their  Lordfhips  fmiled]. 
Lord  Thurlow  remarked,  that  fmiles  nor  fneers  were  not  the  fort 
of  things  to  afFedt  him — he  was  proof  againft  that  fpecics  of  attack  ; 
but  he  would  be  very  glad  to  be  fairly  refuted  in  argument^  and  to 
be  obliged  to  retra6t  what  he  then  thought  himfelf  bound  to  fay. 
He  again  afferted,  that  his  motives  for  his  prefent  condudl  were  pure 
and  difinterefted.      He  was  too  old,  and  too  far  gone  in  the  world, 
'  to  be  afFcdlcd  by  any  other.      Hpfaid,  that  in  his  idea,  taxes  gene- 
rally (hould  be  impofed  upon  all  property  ;  but  the  prefcnt  meafure 
was  the  moft  flagrant  violation  of  this  principle  he  ever  witnefled, 
and  its  abfurdicy  was  equal  to  its  injuftice  ;  for,  in  order  to  render 
the  bill  capable  of  being  execiited,  the  drawer  of  it  was  obliged  to 
introduce  provifions  abfolutely  fliocking,  faid  his  Lordftiip,  to  com- 
mon  honefty,  and  in  defiance  of  every  principle  of  eftabli(hed  juf- 
tice.      In  attempting  to   illuftrate  thefe  pofitions,   his  Lordftiip  en- 
tered into  fome  complex  calculations  and  details,   in  the  courfe  of 
which  he  obfcrved,  that  the  provifions  v^  ere  more  favourably  framed 
for  the  Scots  than  for  the  Englifli  landholder;  the  latter trould  not 
recur  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  rcdrefs,  with  the  fame  facility 
that  the  former  could  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Seffion.      He  knew 
many  landholders  that  difapproved  moft  ftrongly  of  the  provifions  of 
the  bill,  and  fome  who  entertained  the  idea  of  letting. to  rack-rents, 
in  confequence  of  them.      They  alfo  complained  that  a  fuiEcient 
notice  was   not  provided  in  the  bill  for  the  landlords.      Several  of 
its  provifions  he  confidered  as  impracticable  ;  to  eftablifti  which,  he 
entered  into  a  detailed  view  of  fome  of  the  claufes,  and  the  refult 
of  the  whole  he  characterized  as  one  of  the  moft  bare- faced  pieces  of 
iniquity  that  the  hand  of  power  ever  put  forth  to  infult  mankind 
'th.      Wherk  ihis  bill  did  not  legibly  bear  the  charadter,    it  was 
urd  in  the  higheft  degree  ;  it  was  in  order  to  render  the  meafure 
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prafticablCf  diat  the  pernicious  claufes  were  introduced ;  and  he 
muft  retain  his  opinion,  that  a  meafure  which  entitled  every  man 
to  buy,  and  obliged  fo  many  to  fell,  was  no  other  in  efFe£t  than  a 
requifition  for  the  difpofal  of  an  aliquot  part  of  every  man's  cflate. 
He  again  uiged  the  idea  of  taxing  the  perifonal  property  of  every  in- 
dividual ;  and  in  the  prefent  meafure  he  could  not  avoid  obferving 
the  evident  preference  given  to  the  minted  intereft  to  that  of  the 
land.  The  landholders  were  treated  in  fuch  sr  manner  as  brought 
to  his  recolle6tton  a  iimile  which  he  had  feen  in  a  work  refpedting  the 
AdminlAration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  where  the  country  gentle- 
men were  compared  to  Aieep,  who  quietly  fufFered  themfelves  to  be 
(horn  and  rp-ihorn  ;  and  the  monied  men  were  compared  to  hogs, 
who  always  made  a  noife  and  a  buflle  whenever  they  were  at- 
tempted to  be  touched.  For  this  reafon,  he  fuppofcd,  in  the  pre- 
fent inftance,  the  latter  defcription  of  perfons  were  left  untouched. 
But  if  the  landholder^  or  country  gentlemen  were  fatisfied  with  this 
meafure,  they  would  deferve  every  evil  that  could  befall  them. 

Lord  AUCKLAND  was  furprifed  at  great  part  of  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  particularly  as  he  had  him- 
felf  profefled,  that  he  (hould  regard  with  "  favourable  pnjudices^* 
any  requifition  for  a  fupply  in  the  prefent  crilis  of  the  national  af- 
fairs. This  declaration  but  ill  accorded  with  the  harfli  and  un- 
qualified language  in  which  he  had  indulged  himfelf  throughout  the 
whole  of  his  fpeech.  The  noble  Lord's  obje£lions,  however,  went 
chiefly  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  to  its  pradicability— -but  very  little, 
if  at  all,  to  its  principle,  which  was  the  only  point  the  Houfe  could 
in  that  {)age  of  the  bill  regularly  diicufs.  He  contended  that  the 
meafure  was  equally  calculated  for  the  advantage  of  the  individual, 
as  for  the  State ;  and  on  this  head,  his  Lordfliip  entered  into  fome 
details  of  calculation,  which  plainly  demonftrated  thofe  poiitions  ; 
the  rates  of  p^rchafe,  he  obferved,  were  fetttlcd  with  a  reference  to 
the  variations  in  the  funds.  For  inAance,  taking  as  a  medium 
thirty  years  purchafe,  and  the  3  per  cents,  at  fifty,  the  fale  of 
200I.  per  ^nnum  producing  3,000!.  and  veiling  fuch  a  proportion  ^ 
of  it,  at  fuch  a  rate,  as  was  required  by  the  bill,  in  the  3  per  cents. 
1850I.  only  would  be  funk,  and  a  clear  profit  of  1 150I.  would  re- 
main in  the  pocket  of  the  individual,  and  fo  on  in  proportion  to  the 
difierent  fluduations  in  the  funds.  He  would  afk  the  noble  Lord, 
if  that  was  not  a  great  and  apparent  benefit  to  the  private  individual. 
Added  to  thefe,  the  confideration  that  fuch  a  perfon  would  be  his 
own  pay*mafter,  could  command  his  own  fecurity,  be  relieved  from 
the  trouble  of  paying  his  land  tax,  or  receiving  his  dividends.  His 
Lordlhip  purfued  this  fucqefsful  line  of  argument,  and  illuftrated 
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his  pofitions  by  a  variety  of  financial  calculations  and  details,  and 
particularly  evinced  the  beneficial  efFe6is  which  the  fale  of  the  land 
tax  muft  have  upon  the  funds.  He  concluded  by  faying,  that  the 
bill  had  his  warmeft  fupport. 

Lord  THURLOW  ^hd  Lord  AUCKLAND  fcvcrally  fpokc 
in  explanation. 

Lord  HOLLAND  faid,  that  his  inexperience  with  rcfpcdl  to 
fuch  topics  as  thofe  at  prefent  before  the  Houfe,  would  certainly 
have  withheld  him  from  troubling  their  Lordfhips,  were  it  not  that 
he  was  fo  ftrongly  imprcflcd  with' one  or  two  objections  to  the  mca- 
fure,  that  he  <!eemed  jt  his  duty  to  advert  to  them  under  every  dif- 
advantage :  what  ftruck  him  as  the  mod  objedtionable  feature  in 
the  wh(.)le  bill,  was  the  confidcratlon  that  in  order  to  carry  it  into 
cflTccI  the  land  tax  muft  firft  be*  rend<^red  perpetual.  .He  would 
fuppofc  that  it  were  totally  difpofcd  of — then,  in  a  very  few  years, 
the  exigencies  of  Adminiftration  might  require  a  frefh  land  tax  ;  and 
that  tax  might,  and  probably  ^ould,  be  fold  again :  by  itiis  means, 
and  in  this  progrefTion,  the  whole  lands  of  the  country  muft  pafs 
through  the  hands. of  Government.  Some  countries,  he  allowed,* 
were  fo  circumftanccd  with  rcfpecS  to  their  capital,  their  circulation, 
and  their  territory,  that  fuch  a  confideration  would  not  be  alarming. 
But  with  rofpedt  to  this  country,  it  certainly  was  to  the  higheft  de- 
gree. It  was  a  fyftem  that  muft  neceflarily  change  the  proprietors 
of  the  land  ;  it -muft  wrcft  it  from  the  hands  of  the  great  proprietors 
among  their  Lordfhips,  which  poffefllon  at  prefent,  conftituted  the 
great  ftrcngth  and  independence  of  that  Houfe.  This  was  a  rroll 
ferious  confideration,  and  he  conjured  their  Lordfliips  to  refle<fi 
upon  it. 

His  Lordfhip  then  erTtered  intofome  calculations,  with  intent  of 
fubftantiating  the  pofitions  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  at  his  fide 
of  the  Houfe.  Among  thefc,  he  thought  one  of  the  moft  objed^ion- 
able  provifions  was  that  which,  in  his  hiind,  went  to  pledge  a  buyer 
to  fbUow  up  his  purchafes,  tilf  he  had  liquidated  his  whole  propor- 
tions whatever  might  be  the  ftatc  of  the  funds.  This  he  confidered 
as  a  fpecies  of  fraud,  or  a  dclufion  in  the  bill.  Some  parts  of  it 
alfo  left  opportunities  for  combination  among  the  landholders,  with 
refpcft  to  purchafing.  He  regretted  that  thofe  diftindlions  wero 
made  between  the  monied  arid  landed  intcrefts,  fo  evidently  to  thd 
difad vantage  of  the  latter ;  and  cenfured  Miniftcrs  for  bringing  for- 
warpl  a  meafure  of  fuch  vaft  importance  at  fo  late  a  period  of  the 
fcflTion,  and  attempting  to  prefs  it  through  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe-^Tho 
^«*l  was  of  rhat  nature  as  would  take  up  any  man,  in  or  out  of  that 
r,  a  fortnight  to  read  it,  and  as  much  more  to  underftand  it. 
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He  concluded  with  declaring,  the  (ituation  in  which  the  landholder^ 
were  placed  by  the  bill,  the  facrifi^s  they  "were  obliged  to  makf, 
which  would  be  foon  forgotten ;  and,  after  all,  they  were  liable  to 
every  f{)ecies  of  additional  taxation,  in  common  with  every  other 
defcriptfen  of  proprietors. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  obfervcd,  that  the  debate  took  a  vcrv  dif- 
fercnr  turn  from  what  ought  fairly  to  be  cxped^ed — they  were  then 
regularly  (and  were  called  upon  by  Lords  at  the  other  fide)  to  dif- 
cufs  the  principle  of  the. bill ;  inftead^of  which,  thefc  very  Lords, 
fctting  the  principle  entirely  afidc,  entered  into  an  animadverfion 
upon  mutilated  precifions  and  details  of  the  bill,  in  which  they  in- 
dulged themfelves — one  noble  Lord  particularly,  in  cavils  and  far- 
cafms,  delivered  with  the  moft  verbofe  circumlocution,  and  this  was 
all  profefTed  to  be  in  anfwer  to  twq  (hort  and  diftindl  propofitions, 
which  included  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  were  dated  byvhimfelf 
and  his  honourable  friend  next  to  him  (Lord  Liverpool)  with  great 
ingenuity.  The  learned  Lord  during  his  laboured  declamation, 
kept  entirely  aloof  from  the  confidcration  of  what  they  had  ftated 
as  the  principle  of  the  bill :  thefc  points  were  iinanfwerable.  A 
great  deal  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  was  merely  the- 
oretical, and  in  taxation  abfoluteiy  irreconcileable  to  praflice..  The 
meafure  in  qucftion  was  founded  upon  the  land  tax,  as  it  now  cx- 
ifted.  Were  the  tax  to  be  difcontinued,  and  a  new  one-  projected, 
fome  of  the  noble  Lord's  obfervations  woulcf  apply  j  and  tl;ie  princi- 
ple of  equality,  as  far  as  pradicable,  would  properly  be  attended  tp. 
The  prefent  meafure  was  nor  only,  in  addition  to  the  intrinfic  ad- 
vantages it  polTelfed  (as  were  ably  demonftrated  by  a  noble  Lord 
who  had  fpoken  in  the  debate),  founded  in  found  policy,  but  was 
called  for  by  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  which  demanded  large 

.  and  prompt  fupplies  for  the  public  fervice.  With  rcfpcfl  to  the 
apprehenfions.  entertained  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  of  frefli 

>  and  continued  taxes  on  future  occaiions,  he  could  only  fay,  that 
when  fuch  taxes  were  propofed  to  Parliament,  then,  and  then  only, 
would  be  the  time  for  their  confideration,  or  when  any  propofition 
(hould  be  broached  hoUile  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  then  would 
be  the  time  to  difcufs  it ;'  and  until  thofe  periods  (hould  arrive,  he 
could  not  detain  the  Houfe  on  points  which  now  were  founded  on 
conjedhjral  fpeculation.     There  was  no  fprt  of  delufion  or  fraud,  as 

,  had  been  infinuated  by  that  noble  Lord,  in  the  bill.  Its  provifioris 
were  plain  and  diflinft.  The  ffcrfons  tp  be  affe6\ed  by  them  had 
every  opportunity  of  informing  themfeves.  Whatever  contrails  or 
bargains  they  might  make,  it  would  be  with  their  eyes  open.  They 
would, Jn  the  particular  cafes,  be  the  beft  judges  of  their  own  in- 

Q.qa 
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tereflis  ;  and  the  meafure^  he  ir^Hftedy  was^not  lefs  calculated  for  the 
Intcrcfts  of  individuals  than  for  thofc  of  the  public  at  large. 

Lord  THURLOW  fpoke  in  explanation. 
.  The  Earl  of  CAERNARVON  fpoke  generally  in  di&pproba- 
tion  of  the  meafuire,  and  obferved.  he  had  not  heard  one  word  in  ar* 
gumcnt  which  reconciled  him  to  it.  He  feemed  to  think  the  bill 
not  founded  in  policy  or  juftice,  and  of  a  very  queftionable  tendency 
in  a  constitutional  point  of  view. 

The  queflion  being  called  for,  their  Lordftiip  divided,  and  there 
appeared  in  favour  of  the  fecund  reading  of  the  bill : 
Contents  -     -      13 

Non  Contents     -     -    7 


Proxies     -     -      14 


27 


The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  conimittcd. 


Majority     -     -      20 


HbUSJE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday f  Junt  8. 

The  Annuity  Regiftry  Bill  was  read  a  firft  time. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rofe,  the  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee 
upon  the  bill  for  amending  the  adt,  which  impofes  additional  duties 
on  the  Aflefled  Taxes. 

Sir  M.  W., RIDLEY  afkcd,  whether  the  propofcd  amendmcfttfe 
rtlated  to  the  ckufe,  allowing  abatements  on  the  fcorc of  income? 
He  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  ROSE  in  the  negative.  ^ 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  obfcrve'd,  that  in  theclaufein  this  aft,  giving 
to  Parliament  a  power  of  altering  or  repealing  it  during  the  feffion 
in  Which  it  paffcd,  always  appeared  to  him  the  wifeft  and  beft  part 
of  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Rofe)  feemed  likewife  to 
approve  of  this  claufC)  for  he  was  now  availing  himfclf  of  it. 
Mr.  Hobhoufe  recommended  to  the  honourable  gentleman  not  to 
cotifine  himfelf  to  an  extenfion  of  the  time  for  the  return  of  the 
fchedulfes,  l>ut  to  attend  alfo  to  feveral  other  parts  of  the  aft,  which 
required  correftion.  The  claufe  of  exemption  in  favour  of  pcrfons 
who  had  ceafed  to  keep  a  horfe  or  carriage,  from  a  certain  period, 
was  very  erroneous.  The  ceafing  to  keep  was  to  take  place  in  one 
part  of  that  claufe  on  the  i  oth  of  Oftober ;  in  another  part  of  the 
^•>nric  claufe  u  was  to  take  place  on  the  I  ft  of  Novcniber  following. 
oubtedly  the  Commiirioneis  had  uniformly  adopted  the  mod 
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liberal  conftru£libn>  and  always  calculated  from  the  latter  date ;  but 
when  a  bill  for  corrc<Siing  the  errors  of  an  aA  was  introduced,  fuch 
an  inadvertency  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  Another  claufe»  lo 
ivhich  he  wifhed  to  direfl  the  attention  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, was  that  which  fubjeds  the  furplus  of  any  monies  produced  ' 
by  this  aft,  to  the  difpofal  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  only.  Surely 
the  Hbufe  of  Commons  ought  not  to  monopolize  the  powers  of  the 
three  branches  of  the  Legiflature^  and  make  itfelf  the  fole  fupreme* 
Should  not  th(e  word  Parliament  be  fubftituted  for  the  words  Houfe 
of  Commons  ? 

Mr  ROSE  faid,  that  the  error,  with  refpeft  to  dates,  firft  mea-» 
tioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  was  a .  mere  derical  inadver- 
tency ;  but  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  to  what  the  honourable  gen- 
^eman  alluded  in  the  concluiion  of  his  fpeech. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  he  would  endeavour  to  explain  himfelf. 
The  aft  for  inereafing  the  affeflfed  taxes  was  at  firft  limited  to  a 
|)articular  time.  When  certstin  modifications  were  introduced,  it 
was  found  that  the  fum  wanted,  viz.  fifteen  millions,  could  not  be 
raifed  within  the  afligned  period.  On  that  account  the  limitation 
was  taken  oflF.  and  it  was  refolved  that  the  aft  (hould  remain  in 
force  until  fifteen  millions  had  been  levied.  Now  it  was  not  im- 
probable that  this- amount  might  be  completed  in  the  middle  of  a 
year  ;  but  that  could  not  be  known  until  the  year's  coUeftion  had 
been  examined,  when  it  would  be  feen  that  there  was  a  furplus.* 
This  was  the  furplus  which,  Mr;  Hobhoufe  conceived,  was  appro* 
priated  to  the  vote  of*  the  Houfe  of  Commons  only.  Mr.  Hob- 
houfe faid,  that  he  hoped  he  had  made  himfelf  underftood.  He 
fpoke  from  memory,  not  having  (ben  the'aft  for  fome  months  ;  but 
he  believed  he  was  correft.  ' 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  there  was  a  claufe  of  the  fame  import  in 
all  the  loan  afts,  and  that  what  the  honourable  gentleman  com- 
plained of  was  very  ufual. 

The  Committee  went  through  the  Gold-ftandard-Bill. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  newfpaper  which 
contained  a  paragraph  of  a  very  curious  nature.  If  there  was  any 
Member  prefent  who  belonged  to  the  Admiralty,  he  (hould  be  much 
obliged  to  him  for  fonie  explanation  refpefting  it.  The  paragraph 
(bted,  that  on  Wedncfday  laft  no  Icfs  than  nine  itnprcffed  men  were 
fuflR)cated  in  a  Tender  off  the  Tower,  and  were  brought  on  (bore 
ito  be  owned  by  their  relatives,  and  that  the  night  before,  fix  per- 
ibps  had  peri(hed  in  a  fimilar  way,  &c.  &c.  He  fincerely  hoped 
this  account  was  falfe  ;  but  whether  it  wa^  fo  or  not,  he  thought  I 
it  ought  not  to  pafs  unnoticed.     If  it  was  true,  fome  fteps  (hould  be  | 
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raken  to  prevent 'fimilar  accidents  from  happening  inftiture;  if  it 
was  falfe,  it  ought  to  be  publicly  contradidVed,  and  the  proprietor  of 
the  paper  ought  to  apologize  for  it.  If  the  exigency  of  the  times 
required  that  men  (hould  be  imprefled  for  the  public  fervicc,  they 
ought  undoubtedly  to  be  treated  with  every  poflible  humanity.  He 
(hould  not  have  mentioned  this  fubje6t  at  prefent,  but  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  obtaining  information ,  and  if  he  had  not  mentioned  it  to- 
day^ he  fhould  not  have  had  another  opportunity  before  Monday. 

Mr.  BAKER  wi(hed  the  honourable  gentleman  not  to  place  im- 
plicit credit  in  every  newfpaper  account.  The  fadl  might  be  truCf 
though  he  fincerely  hoped  and  believed  it  was  not,  and'  yet  not 
have  been  the  confequence  of  preffing,  becaufe  a  (iinilar  accident 
might  have  happened  in  any  other  (hip. 

Mr.  WALLACE  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  a  paragraph  hav- 
ing appeared  in  one  of  the  public  papers,  flatii^  the  circumtbnces 
mentioned  by  the  hohoui^ble  gentleman,  the  Admiralty  gave  direc- 
tions for  the  regulating  officer  at  the  Tower  to  attend  them,  and  it 
then  appeared  that  there  was  not  the  flighteft  ground  for  this  report, 
which  could  only  have  been  invented  for  the  worft  purpofes.'  The 
Admiralty  had  given  direfUons  for  bringing  the  publifher  of  this 
falfehood  to  juftice. 

Sir  W.  MILNER  faid,  that  having  feen  this  paragraph,  he  had 
fent  to  the  Tower  to  inquire  into  its  authenticity,  and  was  happy  to 
find  the  whole  to  be  an  invention.  /  • 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  he  was  fure  the  Houfc  would  not  fufpeft 
him  of  anV  improper  motives  in  bringing  this  bufinefs  before  the 
Houfc ;  he  merely  ftated  it,  in  order-^hat  if  it  was  true,  care  might 
betaken  to  prevent  fimilar  misfortunes  in  future.. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  then  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  Newfpaper  Bill,  which  was  for  taking  the  report  into 
farther  Gonfidcration. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  if  he  did  not  oppofe  the  motion 
for  going  into  a  farther  Committee,  he  was  not,  on  that  ground,  to 
be  nnderftood  as  being  precluded  from  afterwards  oppofing  the  prin- 
ciplcof  the  bill,  if  he  (hould  deem  that  heceflary  after  the  bill'camc 
outof  the  Committee.  Indeed,  he  doubted,  whether  ^ny  reft raints 
upon  the.prefs  were  nece(rary---One  thing  was  clear  to  him,  which 
was,  that  many  of  the  reftrain^s  at  prefent  ftanding  in  this  bill  were  ^ 
not  at  all  neceffary,  neither  were  they  wife  or  judicious.  They  ap- 
peared to  him  not  to  be  calculated  to  anfwer  the  end  the  learned 
gentleman  had  in  view.  He  entertained  a  hope  however,  that 
when  the  bill  went  into  a  Committee,  many  of  the  claufes  now  in 

'  'U  would  elthtr  be  ftruck  out, or  materially  altered  and  amended. 
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and  other  claufes  introduced  that  would. not  be  liable  to  the  fame 
obje£tions,  as  he  had  to  many  that  were  in  the  bill  at  prefent.  He 
was  desirous  to  fee  what  the  Committee  would  do,  and  therefore  he 
(hould  not  objedt  to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair.  It  would, 
however,  be  fatisfaftorv  to  him  to  underhand  what  the  nature  of  the  » 
law  was  at  prefent  on^he  fubjedl.  He  Ihould  like  to  know,  if  the 
Learned  gentleman  (the  Attorney  General)  would,  tell  him,  what 
was  the  extent  of  the  liability  of  a  proprietor  of  a  newfpapcr ;  the 
liability,  for  inftance,  of  one  who  might  be  called  a  fleeping  propric-^ 
tor ;  was  fuch  a  perfon,  or  was  he  not,  rr/w/W/)' refponfiblc  for  any 
offenlive  paragraph  that  appeared  in  his  newfpapcr  ?  He  owned  it 
appeared  to  him  that  fuch  a  perfon  was  not  criminally  refponfible; 
and  this  dodlrine  feemed  to  be  fa|[i<Slioncd  by  a  court  of  law,  in  the 
cafe  t)f  the  King  and  Topham ;  there  the  defendant  was  found  guilty 
of  publifhing  a  Hbel,  not  as  Proprietory  but  as  ConduSfor*  The  fame 
do6^rine  was  hcW  in  the  cafe  of  the  King  and  Dudley,  for  there  the 
defendant  was  acquitted,  becaufe  he  was  only  a  ProprieUrf  and  was 
not  the  Condu£ior,  He  wifhed  to  know,  from  the  learned  gentleman, 
what  the  law  was  upon  "that  fubje<3,  if  he  could  fairly  requrc  it  of 
him.  Such  an  explanation,  he  thought,  ought  to  be  given,  before  the 
Houfe  was  called  upon  to  pafs  additional  re(lri(9tons  upoi^  the  prefs. 

The  queftion  for  the  recommitment  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  Hpufe  having  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee,  . 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  claufe  4,  p.  4',  of  the  amended 
bill  ena6)ed,  *^  that  all  affidavits  and  affirmations  made  by  the  pro- 
prietors, &c.  fhould  be  filed  and  kept,  ^nd  that  certified  copies  . 
thereof  (hould  refpetSivcly,  in  all  proceedings  civil*. and  criminal 
touching  any  newfpapcr,  or  other  fuch  paper  as  aforefaid,  which  (hall 
be  mentioned  in  any  fuch  affidavits  or  affirmations,  or  touching  any 
publication,  matter,  or<  thing  contained  in  any  fuch  newfpapcr  or 
other  paper,  be  received  and  admitted  as  cotfcJuJive.  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  ail  fuch  matters  therein  fet  forth^  &c."  This  claufe,  he 
obfervcd,  was  loofely  worded,  and  confounded  trials  for  libels  by 
inform^ition  and  indidlment,.  with  a6tion  and  fuit.  Every  gentleman 
knew  that,  \r\  the  latter  where  damage  only  is  requited  for  the  adl 
of  the  fervant,  identification  of  the  proprietor  was  the  only  thing  re-  ^ 
quired ;  but  iti  the  former  a  criminal  intention  muft  be  prpved  againii 
the  defendant.  This  point,  if  evier  it  were  doubtful,  was  rendered 
clear  by  the  afl  introduced  by  his  honourable  friend,  and  generally 
called  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Fox's  aft,  which  in  ^11  criitiinal  proceed* 
ings  fdt  libels  requires  fpecific  proof  of  the  ^alus  animus.  If  it 
were  otherwife,  if  to  convidl  of  a  libel  crimfhaU^t  were  enough  to 
afccrtain  by  A.,  or  B.'s  own  affidavit  that  ha  was  proprietor  of?a 
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papef»  a  ncwipapcr  proprietor  ii^sin  a  worfe  fifuation  than  a  tnor* 
derer  or  robbcr,^  againft  whom  the*  evil  intention  muft  be  fully  efta* 
Utflied.  Mr.  Hobhoufe  fesired  this  claufe  would  admit  of  fuch  an 
lAterpretation  :  he  feared  that  the  words  of  it  might  be  conftrued  to 
icfer  to  the  matter  fet  forth  in  the,  proceedings  civil  and  crimipal, 
as  well  as  to  the  matter  fet  forth  in  the  affidavit ;  and  therefore,  for 
the  fake  of  removing  all  doubts,  he  (hould  move>  that  inftead  of  the 
words  "  herein  fet  forth,"  fhould  be  infertcd  "fet  forth  in  fuch 
affidavits  and  affirmations." 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  he  could  not  conceive 
diat  any  fuch  conftru£lion  could  be  put  on  this  claufe  ;  but  he  had 
noobjeAion  to  amend  it,  as  he  and  the  honourable  gentleman  agreed 
on  the  point  of  law. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe's  amendment  was  adopted.  * 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  contended,  that  this  claufe  violated  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  criminal  law  of  England,  bccaufe  by  that  law  no  man 
could  be  called  upon  in  the  firft  inAance  to  prove  his  innocence  \  the 
pfofecutor  was  bound  to  prove  his  guilt. 

'  Mr.  ATTORNEY'  GENERAL  allowed  that  this  was  a  fmall 
departure  from  the  acknowledged  principle  of  law,  but  it  was  un- 
avoidable, and  would  be  attended  with  no  nniifchief. 

After  a  ftiort  converfation  between  Mr.  WINDHAM,  Mr. 
SOLICITOR  GENERAL,  and  Mr.  SHERIDAN,  the  claufe 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  begged  the  attention  of  the  learned  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Attorney  General)  to  the  claufe  refpecting  ftamps.  He 
faw  it  was  made  penal  in  the  fum  cf  20I.  for  any  perfon  to  have 
an  undamped  newfpaper  in  his  pofieffion.  He  believed  it  had 
liitherto  been  a  cuftom  in  the  trade  to  allow  a  certain  limited  nunt- 
ber  of  blanks  for  the  ufe  of  the  office,  to  file  or  cut  up  for  extra£ling 
advertifements,  &c.  He  thought  that  the  cuftom  was  reafonable, 
and  that  feven  or  eight  blanks  ought  to  be  allowed  to  each  office. 
From  the  mode  of  damping  the  papers  at  the  Stamp«office,  it  fre- 
quently happened  that  the  (beets  were  feme  of  them  imperfe^ly,  or 
not  at  all,  damped.  The  mode  of  damping,  which  he  had  learned 
from  the  bedfourceof  information,  was  this—- fifty  (heets  were  Isud 
down  in  a  graduated  file,  fo  as  to  leave  about  an  inch  of  the  coraei^ 
of  each  (heet,  and  over  this  the  roller  pafled ;  but  in  the  hurry  and 
from  the  moifture  of  the  (heets  two  frequently  duck  together,  and 
of  cburfe  one  received  no  damp.  In  that  cafe,  therefore,  the  con* 
dudor  of  the  paper  was  left  at  the  mercy  of  his  preiTmen,  •  wbofe 
*vork  W0S  done  atgbht,  and  whofe  malice,. fliould  they  take. a  dif. 

\  to  their  maner,  no  vigilance  could  elude.^    The  preisaien 
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might  print  thefc  unftamped  (heets,  and  their  mafter  afterwards  be 
fined  for  having  them  in  his  cuftodv.  This  was  a  hard  cafe.  If 
this  claufe  was  to  be  retained,  he  (hould  advife  the  learned  gentle- 
man to  fLibje6l  the  prefs  to  the  excife,  and  to  place  it  under  the 
King's  lock,  like  the  alembic  of  a  diftiller.  He  was  perfuaded  that 
the  learned  gentleman  was  governed  by  the  beft  motives.  There 
was  no  man,  of  whofe  character  he  thought  more  highly.  He  gave 
him  full  credit  for  wiftiing  not  to  deftroy  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  but 
tocurb  its  licentioufnefs.'  The  learned  gentleman,  perhaps,  was 
not  aware  of  the  extent  to  which  thefe  rcftraints  would  operate— 
they  would  give  a  mortal  blow  to  the  periodica,l  prefs. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,be  had  confidered  much 
upon  the  fubjeft,  and  no  allowance  of  blanks  could  be  fuffered 
without  manifeft  hazard  of  great  and  extenfive  fraud.  But  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  find,  that,  to  fubje£t  a  perfon  to  the  fine, 
he  mu(t  wilfully  and  knowingly  have  the  unftamped  paper  in  his 
poffeffion. 

Right  honourable  D.  RYDER  thought  that  the  Newfpapcr- 
office  (hould  have  the  liberty  of  returning  to  the  Stamp-office  any 
fheets  which  came  from  thence  accidentally  unftamped,  and  receive 
others  properly  ftamped  in  their  room. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  then  requeftcd  to  fubmit  an  obfervation*  to 
the  Committee  upon  the  claufe,  which  gives  a  power  "  to  any  one 
Juftice  of  the  Peace,  upon  oath  made  before  him,  that  any  per- 
fon hath  in  his  poffeffion  any  newlpapec  intended  to  be  fent  or  car- 
ried out  of  the  kingdom  during  the  war,  to  fummon  fuch  perfon,  antj 
in  cafe  he  (hall  not  fubmit  to  be  examined  and  to  anfwer  all  fuch 
lawful  queftions  as  (hall  be  a(ked  of  him,  to  levy  upon  him  a  fine 
of  50I.  ;  and  in  cafe  the  fame  cannot  be  levied,  to  commit  him  to 
prifoni^"  Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid,  that  as  the  learned  gentleman  had, 
in  one  infta nee  this  night  (hewn  an  inclination  to  deviate  frorti  the 
cftabli(hed  principles  of  law,  he  did  not  expedl  to  be  fuccefsful  in 
his  prefent  application.  He  (hotrld  move  that  the  whole  of  the 
claufe  be  ftruck  out,  for  it  was  contrary  to  that  grand  principle  of 
law,  that  no  man  (hall  be  oWfged  to  anfwer  queftions  which  may 
tend  to  conviift  himfelf*  If  the  party  fubmitted  to  be  examined, 
his  examination  might  be  read  in  evidence  againft  himfelf;  and  if 
he  refufed,  he  might  be  fined^  and  if  unable  to  pay,  imprifonerd  for 
three  months. 

After  a  (hort  converfation  between  Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENE- ' 
RAL  and  Mr.  HOBHOUSE,   the  former  coafented  to  introduce 
words,  which  fhould  confine  the  examination  before  the  Juftice  to 

Vol.  VI.  Rr 
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queftions,  which  might  criminate  others,  but  not  the  jperfon  ex-« 
amined. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  next  objefted  to  the  claufc,  which  deprives 
the  prefs  of  the  trial  by  jury  for  all  penalties  not  exceeding  the  fum 
of  twenty  pounds.  He  thought  the  Juftice  of  the  Peace  fhould 
have  no  power  to  impofe  a  fine  fo  great ;  and  he  was  the  mo#fr 
difpofed  to  infift  upon  it,  becaufe  by  another  claufe  no  appeal  would 
lie  againft  an  order  or  conviflion  made  by  any  Juftice  of  the  Peace 
in  purfuance  of  this  a6t. 

M^r.  ATTORNEY  and  Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL 
both  contended  that  the  fum  of  2ol.  was  not  too  high,  and  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf  muft  know  that  former  afls  of  Par- 
liament afforded  precedents  out  of  number. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  replied,  that  fuch  afls  of  Parliament  ought 
to  be  amended,  v 

.The  claufes  of  the  original  bill  being  gone  through,  the  Com- 
mittee proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  the  claufes  introduced  by 
the  former  Committee. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  wi(hed  to  amend  the  claufe,  requiring 
"  the  printer  and  publiflicr  to  deliver  to  the  Stamp-ofEce  daily,  or 
within  fix  days  after  publication,  a  paper  figned  by  them  to  be  kept 
by  the  Commiffioncrs,  and  to  be  produced  in  evidence  at  any  time 
within  two  years."  He  faid,  that  one  year  would  be  fufficient- 
He  fcarcely  knew  a  penal  ftatute  where  the  time  allowed  for  profe- 
cution  was  fo  long.  A  man' might  be  tried  for  a  mifdemeanor  for 
having  inferted  a  paragraph  in  a  newfpaper  nearly  two  years  before. 
Was  it  poflTible  for  him  to  recall  and  ooUccl  the  circurpftances  of  a 
cafe  at  fo  diftant  a  period  ? 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  the  delays  in  trials 
for  mifdemeanors  were  fuch  as  might  defeat  public  juftice  altogether, 
if  the  time  were  narrowed.  Perfons  by  abfconding,  and  by  many 
other  contrivances,  might  keep  back  a  trial  until  a  twelvemonth 
was  paft. 

Mn  HOBHOUSE  allowed  that  the  guilty  might  pradife  fuclf 
cvafions,  but  a  p«rfon,  who  was  not  confciousf  of  having  committed 
any  wrong,  and  was  ready  at  all  times  to  fubmit  his  con(}tidt  to  the 
examination  of  a  Court,  might  fuftain  the  hardihip  he  had  before 
ftated. 

The  Chairman  then  afked  whether  any  gentleman  had  any  new 
claufes  to  propofe  ? 

Right  honourable  D.  RYDER  moved  a  claufe  enading  that  the 
names  of  the  proprietors  regiftered  fhoUld  be  thofe,  whofe  propor- 
"*'>nal  (hares  in  the  paper  were  the  largeft. 

7, 


JUNE  8.]  DEBATES.  3d7 

Adopted. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  wiftied  to  offer  a  fuggeftion  to  the  learned 
gentleman.  Two  proprietors,  the  printer  and  the  publifher,  were 
to  be  regiftered  and  made  refponfible  under  this  bill.  Were  all 
four,  he  afked,  liable  to  profecution  for  one  and  the  fame  offcnfive 
paragraph  ?  If  fo,  the  prefs  might  be  in  an  inftant  flopped  by  with- 
drawing at  the  fame  moment  every  perfon  conhcfled  with  its  move,- 
ment.  Mr.  Hobhoufe  thought  that  one  only  of  the  four  (hould.be 
liable  to  profecution,  and  that  the  choice  fliould  reft  with  the,  pro- 
fecuton 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  alter  the  law  from  what  it  now  was,  as  to  the  refponiibility  of 
proprietors^  &c.  in  the  leaft  degree.  His  only  objeft  was  to  afcer- 
certain  with  preciiion  who  were  the  proprietors,  and  where  they  were 
to  be  found.  To  the  fuggeftion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  whofe 
conduct  had  been  fo  fair  and  liberal,  and  whofe  refpe<Slful  treatment 
of  him  merited  his  thanks,  he  certainly  (hould  pay  due  attention.  It 
wa^  a  point  deferving  of  confideration  ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  was 
$t  to  introduce  any  thing  of  the  kind  into  the  prefent  bill.  .  1 

Mr.  SPEAKER  having  retaken  the  chair,  the  report  was  or- 
"^ered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 
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No.   I. 

A  LIST  of  the  fevcral  OFFICES  which,  being  ufelofe,  are  pro- 
pofed  tP'be  abolifhed  as  they  become  vacant:  with  the  Amount 
of  the  ANNUAL  INCOME  of  each,  after  thq  Dcduaion  of 
Taxes,  in  the  Year  1788. 


PORT  of  LONDON. 

Infpeftor  of  profecutions 
Regitter  of  feizures       — 
Infpe^or    of    Exchequer 

books  in  the  out  ports 
Surveyor  general  — 
'Surveyor  of  fublidies  and 

pd^t ty  cuftoms         — 
Regiflcr  of  warrants     — 


f 

INCOME  arifmg  from 

TOTAL 

Salary* 

Fees. 

INCOME, 

£'     '• 

d. 

'  £'    '• 

d. 

£.      s.    i» 

i,8co     3 
414    8 

3 
6 

1,800    3     3 
414    8    6 

223    0 
349     3 

0 

8 

2,002    13 

II 

223    0    • 
2,35^  17    7 

ff 

216     8 

8 

1,887    '^ 

251     6 

6 

5 

2,104    0    % 
251     6     5 

3,003     4 

I 

4,141   11 

10 

7,144.15  II 

i    Salaries    - 
Fees     - 


-     Zyoo^     4     I 
4,141   II   10 


Total     ^.  7>H4  ^5  11 


Cuftom-houfe, 
38th  February  1798. 


J,  DALLEY, 


Of  the  above  offices  the  whole  income  will  be  faved. 
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No.  2. 
A  LIST  of  the  fcveral  OFFICES  which,  on  Vacancies,  arc  to  be 
aboliflicd,  as  Patent  Offices,  but  the  Duties  of  which,  being  nc- 
Ctffarjr,  are  propofed  to  be  executed,  cither  by  the  Deputies  to 
the  Pcrfons  who  held  the  Patents,  or  by  other  Officers  of  the 
Revenue:  together  with  the  Amount  of  the  ANNUAL  IN- 
COME of  each,  in  the  Year  1788,. after  Dcdu6tion  of  Taxes. 


PORT  of  LONDON. 

Supervifor  of  the  reccivcr- 
general's  receipts  and 
payments  ■ 

Rcgifter-general    of     all 
trading  (hips  belonging 
to  Great  Britain       — 
Infpeftor -general  of   ira- 

por'ls  and  experts 
Controller    inwards    and 
outwards         —       — 
Colle^or  inwards        — 
Colleftor  outwards 
Ulher  in  the  long  room 
Nineteen  king^s  waiters 
Chief  fearcher  — 

Five  under  fearchers 
Two  fearchers  at  Gravef- 
end   —  — 

Total  London    -    J[, 


OUT  PORTS, 
Twenty -three      cuf- 
tomets 


INCOME  arifing  from 
balary.         |         Fees. 


^• 


^. 


542  16     8 


602  18  o 

914    o  9 

248  10  6 

501   15  o 

119  14  4 

658  13  4 

88  xo  o 


£.      i.    d. 


3,676  18    7 


TOTAL 
INCOME, 


1,512  14  8 

2,231  9.  6 

1,983  7  II 

596  16  4 

2,019  18  9 

678  4  o 

4,946  o  o 

i»233  15  7 


15,202  6  9 


1,253  19  2 


4»930  17  9 


''l>l^i     7  o 


u  d. 


542  16  t 


602  18  o 

914  o  9 

i>76i  s  2 

2.733  4  ^ 

2,103  2  3 

596  16  4 

2,678  12  I 

766  14  o 

4,946  o  o 

^^'^ZZ   19  7 


18,879  5  4 


24,569  6  % 


38.517  >3  9  43'448  11  ^ 


Twenty  conrit rollers     v 
Twenty  fearchers    —  ^ 
Four  king's  waiters  at 

Briftol  — 

Total  London  and  Out 

Ports ^. 

I.      s.     d. 

Salaries    -  4*930  17     9 
Fees      -     38,517  13     9 

Total  ^.43,448  II     6 

1  ^ 

mmorandum. — Of  the  ahove  officers  in  the  port  of  London,  the  inconies 

of  fome  will  be  completely  faved  to  the  public,  ot  others  only  a  patt. 
Of  thoie  ia  the  out  ports  nearly  the  whote  income  will  be  fayed. 
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No.  3. 

A  LIST  of  Ac  fevcral  OFFICES  which  arc  propoicd  to  be  cither 
aboli(hed,^  confolidated,  or  regulated :  with  the  Amount  of  the 
ANNUAL  INCOME  of  each,  after  Deduflion  of  Taxes,  in 
the  Year  1788. 


PORT  of  LONDON. 

Receiver  of  fines  and  for- 
feitures for  London    — 

Receiver  of  fines  and  for- 
feitures remitted  from 
the  out  poks  — 

Controller  of  fines  and 
forfeitures  remitted 
from  the  out  ports     - 

Accountant  of  petty  re- 
ceipts —  — 

Surveyor  of  the  out-port 
accounts  — — 

Four  examiners  of  out- 
port  colledlor's  quarter 
books  —         

Cuftomer  of  cloth  and 
petty  cuftoms  outwards 

CoUedlor  of  the  petty  cuf- 
toms inwards  — 

Controller  of  cloth  and 
petty  cuftoms  inwards 
and  outwards  — 

Colledor  of  the  great  cuf- 
toms on  wool  and  lea- 
ther exported  — 

Controller  of  the  great 
cuftoms  on  wool  and 
leather  exported 


Total 


£' 


INCOME  arifing  from 


Salary. 


338  12     2 

515     o    o 

259  6  9 
Joi  10  o 
194    9  II 

474    8    o 


Fees. 


44  H  ^^ 


144  19     4 


3*     4    4 


19    4    8 


2,524  10    o 


•^- 


£•     '•    ^« 
63  12    6 


69  10    3 

243  n  I 


37  ^9  4 


iS8    7    7 


42  12    7 


645  19    4 


TOTAL 
INCOME. 


■  ■!■  ■  '  I 


402    4    S 

S15    o    0 

«59    6    9 
501   10    0 

194    9  II 

474    8    0 

69  10    3 

288  II  II 

182  18    8 

220   II    XI 

61   17    3 


3>»70    9    4 


Salaries  ^  2,524  10    o 
Fees      -      645- 19     4 


T9tal,C*3ii7o    9    4 


Cuft!om-hoafe.       1    t  taa'ttitv 
:8th  February  1798.  j  ^  I>ALLEY., 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  CIVIL  ESTABLISHMENT  of  the 
Ifland  of  CORSICA  ;  diftinguifhing  the  DATES  of  the  fcvc- 
ral  Appointment^,  the  SALARIES,  and  other  EMOLU- 
MENTS attached  to  each,  and  the  DATE  at  which  each  re- 
fpe6)iveiy  ceafed  to  be  paid:  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  afcertained 
in  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office  for  the  Home  Departn)ent. 


OFHCES, 


The  viceroy  — 

Principal  Englilh  fecretary 
Private  ditto  — 
Corfican  fecretary  — 
Clerk  to  principal  Eng- 
lilh fecretary  —  — 
Two   gentlemen   of    the 

cliamber,  each  lool. 
Two  pages,  each  50I. 
Phyfician         —  — 

Chaplain         —  — 

Catholic  chaplain    — 
Trcafurer         —  — 

Clerk  to  ditto »  —      -^ 


SALARIES. 


DATE 

when  the  falary 

commenced. 


per  annum 
^.     /.     d. 

8,000  o  o 
200  o  c 
100  00 
100    o  o 

91     5  o 


Secretary  of  ftate  — 

N.  B.  500I.  additional 
falary  was  paid  to  the  fe- 
crctiry  of  ftate  by  tlie 
ifland  of  Corfica ;  and  the 
under  fecretary  of  ftate, 
and  others  employed  in^ 
that  department,  were  alfo 
paid  by  that  ifland. 
Secretary  of  military  de- 
partment — 
Affiftapt  and  two  clerks 


200  .  o 
100  *  o 
365 
200 
60 
182 

4S 


o 

o 

o 

10 

12 


C 

o 
o 
c 
o 

o 


9,644    7  6 


3d  Nov.  1794 

3d  OA.  ditto 

ditto  ditto 

ditto  ditto 

ditto  ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


1,000    o  o 


DATE 
at  which  the  Sa- 
lary ceafed  to  be 
paid. 


3d  May  L797 

Ditto 

Ditto 

ijth  J^ov«'i796 

2  5  th  January  1797 

I  ft  Oftober  1796 
I  ft  Odober  ditto 
15th  Nov.     ditto 

ditto  ditto 
ift  O^ober  ditto 
25  th  January  1797 

ditto        ditto 


3^5 
146 


o  o 
o  o 


The  Viceroy  had  four  aides  de  camp*  two  of  whom  were  Englifti 
officers,  and  the  other  two  Corfican  of&cers.  l^hey  are  i^turned  in  the 
account  of  Military  Appointments. 

Two  thou  fa  nd  pounds  equipage  money  was  allowed  to  the  Viceroy  on 
his  firft  appointment.  No  emolument  whatever,  other  than  the  falaries 
above  exprcflecj,  was  received  by  any  of  the  perfons  holding  the  above- 
mentioned  appointments,  unlefs  the  ufual  allowance  for  the  bat  and  forage 
to  the  fecretary  of  the  military  department  j^being  a  Britifti  field  officer) 
aod  the  two  Englifti  aide»  dc  camp  of  the  Viceroy*  be  accounted  fuch. 


3i6 


PARUAMENTARY 


[Commons. 


An  ACCOUNT  of  all  the  PENSIONS,  ALLOWANCES^ 
GRATUITIES,  or  other  EMOLUMENTS,  which  have  hecn 
grant^ed,  or  OUl  continue,  to  be  paid,  to  any  Corfican  Officers, 
Civil  or  Military,  employed  in  the  Service  of  CORSICA;  as 
far  as  the  fame  can  be  afcertaiaed  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office 
fof  the  Home  Department. 


Gfneral  de  Paoli, — A  penfion  of  i,oool.  per  annum  was  granted  t<J 
him  on  His  Majefty's  acceptance  of  the  Crown  of  Corfica,  to  commence 
on  the  20th  of ^ June  1794.  That  penfion  was  increafed  to  2,obol.  per 
annum,  qxi  his  quitting  Corfica  to  refide  in  England-  His  penfion  is 
held  during  ihc  King  «  pleafare,  and  is  tl?€  fame  as  he  enjoyed  many 
years,  during  his  former  rcfidencein  England.  - 


CLA'SSES 

of 

ALLOWANCES 


Firft    clafs 
Second  ditto 
Third  ditto 
Fourth  ditto 
Fifth     ditto 
Sixth   ditto 
Seventh  ditto 
Eighth  ditto 
Ninll^  ditto 
Tenth  ditto 


400 
300 
200 
1 5-0 
100 

7S 

40 

^5 
12 


NUMbKK 
of  Allow- 
ances of        ,  A    ^ 
rach  Clafs.r^  ^""""*- 


TOTAL 
AMOUNT 


OBSERVATIONS. 


3 

4 
6 

I 

9 

4 
16 

6 

4 
I 


£.(>,\ot 


t 


Thefe  allowances  are^emporary 
and  conditional.  Thej  com- 
menced on  ihe  20th  of  Odlo- 
btr  1796,  when  the  evacuai* 
tion  of  Corfica  took  place. 
The  lift  exprefles  the  ftate  of 
allowances  in  January  I79''» 
fince  which  period  a  diminu- 
tion may  probably  have  taken 
place.  A  confiderable  pro- 
portion of  thefe  allowances, 
particularly  of  the  higher 
ClafTes,  is  made  to  perfons 
having  families,  and  fomc  of 
them  numerous,  "^ihcy  have 
been  all  forced  to  quit  their 
Goontry,  and  have  loft  tli^ir 
eft  ales  and  property. 


An  ACCOUNT  of  all  the  PENSIONS,  GRATUITIES,  orother 
EMOLUMENTS,  which  liavc  been  granted,  or  ftill  continue 
to  be  paid,  to  any  Britifh  Officers,  Civil  or  Military,  cntploycd 
in  Ihe  Service  of  CORSICA  ;  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  afccr- 
taincd  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office  for  the  Home  De- 
partment. . 


OFFICES. 


NAMES  of 
PERSONS. 


1 

Helm  to  the  Viceroy.  Dr.  James Wih'bn. 


SUMS  granted  per  Anai 

Two  hundred  pounds,  ro 
commence  from  the 
i6th  No  vender  i79&«> 


DEBATES. 
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DEBATES. 


3^5 


SECRETARY  OF  STATE'S  OFFICE. 


!■■■» 


RETURN  to  an  ORDER  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Cora- 
mons  for  "  An  Accou^nt  of  the  Civil  Eftablifliment  of  the 
"  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE,  diftinguiaiing  the  DATES 
"  of  the  feveral  APPOINTMENTS,  the  SALARIES,  and 
*'  other  EMOLUMENTS  attached  tQ  each.;"  as  far  as  the 
fame  can  be  made  out  from  the  Documents  in  the  faid  Office* 


APPOINTMENTS. 

DATES. 

1 

SALARIES. 

• 

Other  EMOLU- 
MENTS. 

Governor       —         -^ 

30th  Dec.  1796 

10,000 

Z9OO0  tablenioncj' 

Lieutenant-governor 

3othDec.  1796 

3,000 

• 

Secretary  and  reglfter 

30th  Dec.  17J96 

3,000 

Under  fccretary         — - 

—        — 

1,500 

Two  aides  de  camp  to  1 
the  Governor    -     J 

mmam                     Mrt»    J 

lolhillings  a 
day  each 

/ 

Judge  of   the   Vice"! 
Admiralty  Court     j 

6th  Jan.  1797 

600     0     0 

The  King's  pleafure  having  been  (ignified  that  the  fees  and  pcrquifiies 
received  by  any  public  offices,  effabliihd  or  to  be  cftabliihed  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  Ihould  in  no  cafe  whatever  belong  to  the  perfon  or  per- 
fons  employed  in  fuch  offices,  no  emoluments  can  attach  to  any  of  the 
above  appointments. 

There  may  be  fome  fmaller  appointments  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; 
tbc  Governor  having  a  difcretionary  power  to  make;  fiich  as  might  be 
neccffary  for  carrying  on  the  public  fervice;  but  no  account  of  them  has 
been  received  at  this  office. 


Parliament-ftreet, 
5th  April  1 798, 


JOHN  CHAPMAN, 
Chief  Clerk. 


9 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  BARRELS  of  HERRINGS 
Exported  from  the  feveral  Ports  ot  Englnni  in  the' following 
Periods,  viz.  in  the  Nine  Years  precciling  th:  5th  January 
j^yi  ;  in  th?  Sixteen  Years  j:;r('':e<-'ing  the  ^r^  Ja:. uary  1787  ; 
and  in  the  Ten  Years  prccedin;;^  ihr  5th  Januaiy  1797  ;  with 
the  Amount  of  the  BOUNTY  paid  thereon  :  dirTin;^'jifhing 
each  Port,  and  the  Red  from  the  White  Herrings:  tt  ^cib^r  with 
tfie  Number  of  Barrels  of  Hei rings  Exported  froni  Scotland  in 
the  fame  Periods,  and  the  Amount  of  the  Bounty  p  'id  tk:re(^n. 


I 

I. 

N 


Clean 
Shotten. 


Aldbro'      .  . 
Berwick 
Briftol 

Beaumaris,     -  . 

Cardigan     -  - 

Carlifle  -  . 

Dover      '  -  - 

Exeter         -  ■ 

Harwich      -  - 

Hull         -     -  . 

Ilfracombe     -  ■ 

Lancafter     -  . 

Liverpool     -  . 

Minehead     -  - 

"^     Newcaftle      -  . 
Portfmouth 

Plymouth      -  • 

Rye        -     -  . 

Shqreham     -  - 

St.  Ives      -  . 
South  wold 

Whitehaven  ^  • 
Yarmouth 

London       -  - 

Total  England 
Scotland     - 

Great  Britain  — 


I  ft  PERIOD. 
>v 


For  Nine  Years  preceding  the  5th  January  1771. 


.     Red 
Herrings. 


21^ 

4 
II 

8 


49 


2,606 


40 


White. 
Herrings. 


34 


2,25:4 

16,126 

866 

1,700 


BOUNTY. 


C 


s. 


5'207f>  1x1,879    8    6 


# 

- 

1,076 

45 
148,612 

8,912 

1,076 

160,509 

1,076 

160,509 

176 
4,128 

2,679! 

403 
4.2 1 5I 


37'789l 
214,644 


111,879     8    6 
28,619     5    4 


252*4332 J    Ho»498  13  10 


bEBATES, 


TM 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  BARRELS  of  HERRINGS, 

&c.— continued. 


Aldbro'     - 

Berwick  ..     - 

Briftol 

Beaumaris 

Cardigan 

Carliae 

Dover 

Exeter 

Harwich 

Hull        — 

llfracombe 

Lancaftsr 

Liverpool 

Minehead 

Newcaftle 

Portfmouth 

Plymouth 

Rye      ,.■    . 

Shorehara 

St,  Ives 

Southwold 

Whitehaven 

Yaifeouth 

Londo^ 

Toul  England 
Scotland 

Great  Britain 


2d  PERIOD. 


>V. 


For  Sixteen  Years  preceding  the  ;th  January  i'}^']* 


Clean 
Shot  ten. 


M 


8 


14,046! 


14,219! 


I4»^i92 


Red        White 
Herrings.  Herrings. 

•     I 


1 


143 
2,014 


10 

107 


5+»204 


31 


116 
2,193 
it)4«' 

80 
t,'98ij 
270,985! 

8o>733 


412,702! 

•   7»300: 


420,002! 


516 

10,837 

1,652 

931 
900 


160 


10 


BOUNTY- 


/.    4. 


38,072!  >  131,535     I    6\ 


72 


47 


786 


2S>8j;2 

29 
91,510 

1 7 1 ,465  ^' 
441. H?l 


612,611  ^ 


6! 


59,452    3  loi 
190,987     5    5 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Nambcr  of  BARRELS  of  HERRINGS, 

&c.— concluded. 


• 

3d  .PERIOD. 

» 

For  Ten  Years  preceding  the  5th  January  1797. 

■ 

Clean 

Red 

White 

■ 

Shotten,  ;  Herrings. 

Herrings. 

1 

BOUNTY. 

Aldbro* 

0 

*5 

£'        '•    ^* 

Berwick 

619 

10 

Briftol 

« 

809 

42,988 

Beaumaris 

'9 

5»^'o| 

Card  lean 

3 

^9^33 

Carlifle 

— 

572 

Dover 

158 

Exeter 

— 

*               "^ 

•.^ 

Harwich 

.. 

669-1 

— 

Hull        -     .    ' 

— 

20 

* 

Ilfracombe 

— 

867 

764 

m 

Lancafter 

• — 

— 

20    >   81,953    9  rof 

Liverpool 

— 

14,611 

^3>55i 

Minehead 

_ 

— 

1,244 

' 

Newcaftlc 

— 

4 

.  4.504 

\ 

Portfmouth 

— 

— 

500 

Plymouth 

• 

—  _ 

— 

Rye         -      - 

— 

1,208 

5 

/ 

Shoreham 

— 

— 

■ 

St.  Ives 

— . 

IQ 

39S 

9 

South  wold 

.— 

...» 

Whitehavea 

28I 

620I 

7,609 

Yarmouth 

7335 

104,342 

775 

London    -     - 

37*3651 

75*783 

• 

Total  England 

762 

161,245! 

167,008! 

8W953     9  ^o{ 

Scotland 

8,616 

394.234 

53,^18     8     8 

Great  Britain 

762 

169,861! 

561,242!^ 

135,271  18     6| 

^.^ 


Inrpe(f^6r-generars  Office,  Guftom- 1 

1798./  and  Exports  of  Great  Britain,  &c« 


hoafe,  London,  28th  March 


THOMAS  IRVING, 
Infpei^or-general  of  the  Imports 


DEBATES. 


3^9 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  VESSELS,  with  the  Amount 
of  their  Ti  nnage,  and  the  Number  of  Men  and  Boys  employed 
therein,  which  have  been  fitted  out,  from  the  feveral  Ports  of 
England,  for  the  White-Herring  Fiftiery,  in  the  following 
Periods,  viz.  For  the  Nine  Years  preceding^  the  5th  January 
1771;  for  the  Sixteen  Years  preceding  the  5th  January 
1787  ;  and  for  the  Ten  Years  preceding  the  5th  January 
1797  i — with  the  Amount  of  the  BOUNTY  paid,  and  the 
Number  of  Barrels  of  Herrings  caught  by  the  faid  Veffels  : 
diftingOiOiing  each  Port :  together  with  the  Total  Number  of 
Veffels,  Tons,  and  Meni  fitted  out,  and  the  Number  of  Barrels 
of  Herrings  caught,  and  alfo  the  Amount  of  the  Bounty  paid  in^ 
Scotland,  in  the  above  Periods. 


N  ift  PERIOD. 

Tonnage  Bounty,  j'os.  per  Ton. 


-*.>^-. 


For  Nine  Years  preceding  the  5th  January  1771- 


Barnftaple 
Berv^ick  — 

Briftol        —     . 
Hfracombe 
Liverpool 
Ncwcaftle 
South  wold 
Whitehaven 
Varmouth 

England        — 
^Scotland,  from  its 
I  proper  account 

Total,  G.  Britain 

'  Annual  medium 


Veffels. 


69 
360 


43+ 

If252 


1,686 


Tons. 


128 

5,481 
i7»«48 


22.757 
57-570 


80,327 


187I       8,926 


Men. 


2,056 


Barrels  of 
Herrings. 


'.^73 
3>959 

3i>47» 
2,596. 

5»'32 

'  34»074 

^3*31^ 

H9»796 

.18,508 

183,870 

Amount  *of 
Bounty. 


20,430 


^. 

/• 

^. 

T 

7 
17 

13,710 

25,720 

1^ 

% 

39*431 

143,926 

4 
3 

9i 

6 

183.357 

8 

3f 

20,373    **  ** 


Vet.  VI. 


Uu 
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1 

continued. 

/ 

2d  PERIOD.     ' 
Tonnage  Bounty,  30s,  per  Ton. 

For  Sixtqen  Years  preceding  5th  January  1787. 

I 

4 

Veffcls. 

^  - 

Tons. 

Men. 

,  — __^ — 

Barrels  of 
Herrings. 

Amount  of 
Bounty. 

Barnftaple 

1 

2 

X 

X76 

1 

5 

1 

• 

88 

4 

i 

7>95S 

'.853 

3S 

.  1.643 
222 

jC*        '•    ^- 

Briftol            

4 

TlfraromKi* 

• 

Liverpool 

\ 

Southwold 

Whitehaven 

Yarmouth 

a 

19,340    12      6 

228    0    0 

England        — 

Scotland,  from  its 
proper  account 

181 
3,050 

8.195 
H5»346 

1,888 

■ 

33^612 

1,865 
465*35^ 

19,568    12      6 

218,230    0  10 

Total.  G.  Britain 

3*23^ 

'53»54i 

35»5«>o 

1    467.215 

237*79^  '3    4 

« 

Annual  medium 

202 

9.59^ 

2,2(8         29.201 

i4>862     8    4 

DEBATES. 


'au^ 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  VESSELS,  &c, 

concluded. 


3d  PERIOD. 

208.  per  Ton  Bounty,  and  4s.  per  Barrd,  or  is.  per 
Barrel,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  by  the  aft  of  the  26th  of 
Geo.  III.    chap.  81.  fee.  i,  8,9,  lo. 


«                           • 

1—                                      ....              ^ 

For  Ten  Years  preceding  the  5th  January  1797I 

Veffels. 

Tons. 

Men. 

Barrels  of 
Herrings. 

V 

Amount  of     • 
Bounty^ 

Barnftaple 

Berwick        — 

Briftol        — 

Ihracombc 

Liverpool 

Newcaille 

Southwold 

Whitehaven 

Yarmouth 

1 
8 

2 
I 

I 

13 

^3 
16 

4 

?3 

'35  >i 
129 

9S 

589 

7JO 
981 

13 

84 

30 
II 

169 

170 

205 

169 

79^4 

19? 

133 

18 

^.097! 

1,910 

£.        s.    d. 

81     5     0 

351  id    0 

31   19    6 

16  14    0 

353     2     0 
1,066    9    6 

^^l^l  16     3 

England        — 
Scotland,  from  its 
proper  account 

SS 
2.9+9 

^»975f 
'44»39^ 

701 
33,(>S6 

7.885 

536,064 

3,214  16     3 
144.39^  13    4 

Total,  G.  Britain 

3.004 

147,366! 

34.367 

S43'949 

147,606    9    7 

Annual  medium 

30C 

'i4»736 

3.436 

54.394 

14,760  12  11. 

I 

Note. — The  following  note  is  annexed  to  the  port  of  Whitehaven : 
**  The  principal  part  of  the  veflTels  fitted  out  in  the  year  r  77  r ,  belonged 
"  to  different  ports  iq  Scoland ;  and  on  their  return  from  the  filhery, 
•*  difcharged  their  cargoes  at  their  refpe^ive  homes."  ^  ' 


THOMAS  IRVING,     ^ 
Infpc£lor-general  of  the  Imports  and 
Exports  of  Great  Britain. 


Tn'peftor-generars  Office,  1 

Cnftom-houfe,  London,  March  iSth,  1798.    J 

Uu  a 
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An  ACCOtrNT  of  the  Number  of  VESSELS,  with  their  Ton- 
nag^,  and  Number  of  Men  and  Boys  employed  therein,  which 
have,  in  the  Ten  Years  preceding  the  5th  of  January  1797, 
received  the  BOUNTY  in  England,  granted  by  the  27  th  Geo. 
in.  Chap.  10.  Sec.  4.  to  fuch  VefTels  as  Have  taken,  within 
the  Space  of  One  Year,  the  Proportion  rf  Six  Barrels  of  HER- 
RINGS for  each  Ton  of  the  Veffel's  Burden ;  with  the 
Amount  of  Bounty,  and  the  Number  of  Barrels  of  Herrings 
caught  by  the  laid  Yefiels  :  didinguilbing  each  Port. 


"PORTS. 


Deal    -    . 
Dbvcr    - 
Rye    .    - 

Soathwold 
Yarnx>uth 


Total  of  the 
ten  years 


VESSELS. 


Number. 


24 


XX 


^aji 


^9S 


Tons. 


66 

645 

^47 

11,636 


X2,8i9 


«^ 

NUMBER. 

Barkbls 
Herrings 

taken. 

Men. 

Boys 

24 

• 

521 

269 

— 

5.167 

92 

— 

2,159 

65 

1  ^m 

1,603 

2>979 



92,254 

3»4*9 



101,704 

BOUNTY. 


£.    s.    i. 

92     1  o 

905  10  o 

355    »  « 

305     3  * 

16,248  14  6 

17,904  10  6 


Ini^£)or»generars  Office,! 
Cudom-boofe^  London^  > 
March  28tb,  1798*       J 


THOMAS  IRVING, 

InfpeAor-general  of  the  Imports  and 
Exports  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
Britilh  Colonies, 


DEBATES. 
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Ad  account  of  the  Number  of  BarreU  of  HERRINGS 
taken  in  England,  in  the  Ten  Years  preceding  the  5th 'of 
January  1797*  by  Veffcls  or  Boats  not  fitted  out  for  the  Ton- 
nage Bounty,  which  Herrings  were  entitled  to  the  Bounty  of 
One  Shilling  per  Barrel,  by  a6  Geo.  III.  Chap.  81.  Sec.  1 1. 
and  of  One  additional  Shilling*  per  Barrel,  by  35  Gco.^  III. 
Chap.  56.  Sec.  3.  :  together  with  the  Amount  of  the  Bounty 
paid : — Diftinguilhing  each  Port. 


« 

Number 

Amount  of 

• 

of  Barrels. 

Bounty. 

- 

£•      '• 

if. 

Briftol        —            —            — 

25,318 

h3l9     8 

0 

Blackacy        —        — '        — .      • 

687 

68  14 

0 

Berwick        —        —        —         - 

7*3 

71     6 

0 

Bideford        _        _        _         - 

-    497 

22  17 

0 

Cardigan        —        —        — 
CarJiOc        —        _        —        _ 

2,042 

106     5 

0 

2,031 

12S   10 

'0 

Dover        r-        —        —        — 

2,678 

188     8 

0. 

Dfracombc        —        —        — 

1 1 ,465 

573   'S 

0 

Lancailer        —        —        — 

9' 

4  '  » 

0 

liverpool        —        .^         — 

59.269 

4,200   12 

0 

Minehead        —        — ,         — 

733 

?7        2 

0 

St.  Ives        —        —        — 

5,083 

2>6    18 

0 

Whitehaven        —        —        — 

ii,4ioJ- 

789     8 

6 

Yarmooth        _        —        — . 

102,9634 

5,9^2   16 

0 

Total  of  England    - 

224,981 

i3>78o  io 

6 

Amoiint  of  the  barrels  of  herrings,  1 

and  bounty  paid  in  Scotland  in  1 
the  above  period,  brought  from  | 

408,876^ 

29,348     I 

9 

the  Scotch  account    -     -     -     J 

V 

« 

43»'28-   2 

3 

'    Toffll  of  Great  Britain 

633.8^1 

A  VIrCU    w&    V^l^Ah    AJAl^aUA 

Injpedlor-general's  Office^  1 
Caftom-noafe,  London,  > 
March  28th,  1798;       J 


THOMAS  IRVING. 
Infped^or-^encral  of  the  lmp')rt8 
and  Exports  of  Great  Britain. 
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[Commons. 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  VESSELS,  which  have  re- 

ceivcd  the  PREMIUMS  in   England,   granted  by  the    26th 

Geo.  III.  Chap.  81.    Sec.  14.— with  the  Amount  of  fuch 

.  Premiums  in  the  Ten  Years  preceding  the  5th  January  1797  : 

diftinguilhing  each  Port. 


> 

ycffcis. 

Tons. 

Men. 

BOUNTY. 

lifiacoinbe    -    -    .    . 

z 

^7 

1 

27    0    0 

Inipe^or-general's  Office,  T 
Caftom-houfe,  London,  > 
28th  March,  1798.  J 


THOMAS  IRVINC, 

Infpcftor-general  of  the  Imports 
and  Exports  of  Great  Britain. 
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Aft  ACCOUNT  of  the  Total  Number  of  VESSELS,  with  their 
Tonnage,  and  Number  of  Men  and  Boys  employed  therein^ 
whicj^  have  been  fitted  out  from  the  fevcral  Ports  in  Scotland^ 
for  the  WHITE  HERRING  FISHERY,  in  the  following 
Periods,  vi^.  for  the  Nine  Years  preceding  the  5th  January 
1771 ;  for  the  Sixteen  Years  preceding  the  5th  January  1787  ; 
ancf  for  the  Ten  Years  preceding  the  5th  January  1797  ;  under 
the  26th  of  Geo.  Ill  Chap.  81.  Sec.  i,  8,  9,  10. — with 
the  Number  of  Barrels  of  Herrings  caught,  and  the  Amount  of 
the  Bounty  paid  in,  each  of  the  above  Periods :  diAinguifhing 
each  Port. 


Names 

of  the 

PORTS, 


Aberdeen 

Air  — 

Anftrather 

Borrowdoners 

Campbeltowa 

Dumfries 

Dunbar 

Dundee 

Fort  William 

Illc  Martin 

Invcrnefs 

Irvine 

Kercaldy 

Leith        — 

Lerwick 

Oban 

Orkney         — 

Port  Glafgow 

Greenock 

Prefton  Pans 

Rothfay  — 

Storna^vay 

Stranraer 

Tharfo 

Tobcrmofy 

Wigton 


I  ft  EERIOD.     Tonnage  Bounty  50s.  per  l*on. 


_A— . 


For  Nine  Years  preceding  the  5th  January  1771 


VefTels; 


Tons. 


Total 
Annual  medium 


Men  and 
Boys. 


z\  - 


Barrels. 


Note — The  diftin£^ions  of  the 
ports  for  this  period  has  not 
been  made  in  the  particular 
accounts  tranfmitted  from 
Scotland. 


1,252 


139 


57.570 


6,3q6 


'  J  3.376 


1,486 


Bounty, 


/:. 


/. 


149.79^  ,H3>926  36 


16,644  115,991  ^5  * 


sa* 
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[Commons. 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  VESSELS,  &c.— continued. 


2d  PERIOD.    Tonnage  Bounty  jos*  per  Ton. 


Karnes 

of  the 

PORTS. . 


Aberde:en 

Air  _ 

Anft  rather 

Borrowftonefs 

Campbeltown 

Dumfries 

Dunbar         ^ 

Dundee 

Fort  William 

lile  Martin 

Invemefs 

Irvine 

Kercaldy 

Leith 

Lerwick 

Oban 

Orkney. 

Port  Glafgow 

Greenock 

Prefton  Pans 

Rothfay 

Stornaway 

Stranraer         — 

Thurfo  — 

Tobermory 

Wigton 

Total 

Annual  medium 


For  Sixteen  Years  preceding  the  5th  January  1787. 


Veffels. 


44 

3 

774 

4 

2 

I 


16 
131 

24 
I 

117 

221 
S86 

402 

218 

no 

30 


3»050 
•  190 


'  Tons. 


2.307 

40,611 

1 78  A 


66 
36 

46A 


i*»94li 
64t\ 

2»973A 
10,280/^ 

39*999 


,1  _ 


Men 

and 

Boys; 


19,276 

9*37 'tr 
50444; 
«»3©2ii 

35Ta 


H^347la 


9,084 


5«5 

39 
9,249 

42 
18 

10 

»3 

168 
1.438 

275 

'4 
1,230 

695 

2,350 

9*30* 

4,482 
2,205 
1,228 

3'4 


Barrels. 


33»fi>2 


2,100 


8.77* 

506 
IZ4|666[ 
684 
227 

_^9 

I,920| 

15,882 

3.J9J 

4« 
16,401 

6,721 

32,867^ 

141,405! 

64,683 

26,588! 

17,286^ 

3»i23 
160 


465,426 


29,089 


Bounty. 


£' 


i. 


i^^"^^ 


258  o    o 

60,916  10    o 

267  15    o 

99  o    o 

54  o    o 

69  7    6 


9^4 
9.368 


7    6 


i*79« 

97 

7,846 

4,460 
15.420 

S9'999 

*  ^ 

28,914 

14,146 

8,017 

'.953 


o 
o 

12 
10 


O 

o 
6 

o 

5    o 
17    6 


12 

o 

12 

S 


6 

zo 

6 

o 


53     5    o 


218,229  10  10 


13,639    7    o 


WH 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  VESSELS,  &c.— concluded. 


1 

1 

3d  PERIOD. 

Names 

■  ^ 

of  the 

For  Ten  Years  preceding  the  5th  January  1797. 

PORTS. 

1 

Men 

V 

Vcffels. 

Tons. 

• 

and 
Boys. 

Barrels. 

Bounty. 

• 

£.       /•    /. 

Aberdeen 

10 

S39t\ 

126 

1,224 

707     3     3 

Air          — 

56 

*.2  73t'. 

546 

'6,141 

3*090     3     4 

Anftruthcr 

II 

50 -A 

^33 

^59^ 

723  14     I 

£orrowftonefs 

1 1 

575  ^ 

'37 

3.556 

909  19     if 

Campbeltown 

4^8 

*  7.429'. 

6,210 

98,778! 

38,705    I    zi 

JDumfries 

7 

»3oA 

60 

664 

3»o  15     3 

Dunbar             — • 

2 

i66,». 

37 

1,009 

243  18     4. 

Dundee         *— 

.    4 

'84!? 

43 

1,062 

293  1 8  I  c 

Fort  William 

22 

6o2|, 

164 

1,792 

832  14  I r 

Ifle  Martin 

59 

a.29'A 

553 

6,is8i 

3,116  IS     5 

Invernefs 

6  1       276,^ 

76 

J, 221 

422  II     2 

Irvine     —    — . 

70 

4.037;--; 

909 

10,462 

5»355     *    4I 

Kercaldy           — 

8 

38 -Vi 

94 

2,270 

608    12      9 

I^ith             — 

7 

3831', 

9» 

2,138 

.    587     '    9f 

Lerwick         — 

|2 

"oA 

i<»      26 

237, 

145.    I     4 

Oban             

S5 

2.350  9 

'      555 

7.787! 

3,250  19     2 

Orkney  •          — 

'SO 

1,868.5: 

11 

437 

7.873 

2,709  16    0 

Port  Glafgow 

85 

4>374A 

1,008 

14,198 

6,073  10    9 

Greenock        — 

Sz6 

39»6324-? 

9»243 

161,056 

57,760     4  u 

Prcfton  Pans 

I           S3             H 

354, 

86     3    0 

Rothfay        — 

5r     28,504|' 

6^571 

124,251! 

42,122     0     8^ 

Stoniaway    ^ 

373 

'4.698/^ 

.3*628 

'38,780 

19,802     7     8{ 

Stranraer 

105 

4>«53  ^ 

1,144 

H.265 

6,502     6  10; : 

Thurfo             — 

'55 

7»97^i^ 

i'932 

^9'47o 

11,515     5    6| 

Tobermory 

Vtt* 

5 

97f5 

29 

255 

131   14  II 

Wigton  •           — 

-• 

""~" 

_ 

Total 

2,949 

f  44*39 'tI 

33,666 

536,064 

206,011     2  10 

Annual  medium 

294 

14*439 

3*3^6 

53,606 

20,601    ,2     3 

THOMAS  IRVING, 
Infpe^or-general  of  the  Imports  and 
Infpe^lor-generars  Office^  Exports  of  Great  Britain. 

Caftom-houfe,  London,  2 8th  March,  17^8. 
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[COMMOKS. 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  BARRELS  of  HERRINGS 
taken  in  Scotland,  in  the  Ten  Years  preceding  the  5th  January 
1797,  by  Vcffels  or  Boats  not  fitted  out  for  the  Tonnage 
Bounty  i  which  Herrings  were  entitled  to  the  Bounty  of  is.  per 
Barrel,  by  the  26th  Geo.  I IL  Chap.  81.  Sec  ii.;  and  of 
One  Additional  Shilling  per  Barrel,  by  the  35th Geo.  Ill* 
Chap.  56.  Sec.  3.  ;  together  with  the  Amount  of  the  Bounty 
paid  thereon :  diftinguifhing  each  Port. 


4 

1 

,       Total 

Amount 

PORT. 

Number 

of 

of 

Bounty. 

Barrels. 

£' 

/• 

d. 

,   Aberdeen            — 

1,890 

128 

12 

6 

Air           —        J— 

1,283 

74 

8 

0 

Alloa        

4'943 

453 

2 

0 

Anftruther        — 

11,059 

706 

8 

6 

Borrowftoncfs 

16,859! 

'1425 

12 

0 

Caithnefs  or  Thurfo 

46,1995 

3y032 

u 

3 

Campbeltown 

9,528 

748 

12 

0 

Dumfries        -^ 

'>332 

'03 

0 

0 

Dunbar        

23^654 

1.574 

4 

'  0 

Dundee        

1,186 

146 

12 

0  ' 

Fort  William 

2^»^42 

1,298 

16 

0 

Invernefs            — 

914 

4S 

'4 

0 

Irvine            ^ 

3.278 

267 

II 

0 

Ifle  Martin         

>       38,202|- 

1. 521 

10 

6 

Kcrcaldy         — — 

%»^^4| 

i.f39 

8 

0 

Leith 

19.351 

i>543 

12 

0 

Lerwick            — 

S^^sH 

271 

18 

6 

Oban         — - 

4»3Hi 

232 

15 

0    ' 

Orkney         

959 

47 

^9 

0 

Port  Glafgow 

4i.7o^J 

5»4?9 

6 

9 

Glafgow        

796I 

62 

H 

0 

Greenock          

107,641! 

7>949 

9 

9 

Prcilon  Pans 

1,052 

100 

'3 

0 

Rothfay 

16,862! 

1,467 

6 

0 

Stornaway        

15,044 

785 

3 

0 

Stranraer         ■ 

4»736| 

353 

n 

0 

Tobermory           -^ 

i»994i 

127 

6 

0 

4o8,S76J 

>C- 29.348 

I 

9" 

Average  bounty  is.  ;d.  per  barrel. 

THOMAS  IRVING, 

^CiSlor-^neral's  Office,  Cuftom- 1       In(pe^or-general  of  the  Iinpores 
\  London,  28tb  March,  1798./  and  Expottt  of  Great  Briubi  5rc* 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  BARRELS  of  HERRINGS 
Exported  from  Scotland  in  the  following  Periods,  viz.  in  the 
Nine  Years  preceding  the  5th  January  1771  ;  for  the  Sixteen 
Years  preceding  the  5th  January  1787  ;  and  for  the  Ten 
Years  preceding  the  5th  JanQary  1797  ;  under  the  i6th  Geo. 
III.  Chap.  81.  Sec.  i,  8,  9,  10  :  with  the  Amount  of  the 
^  Bounties  paid  thereon  :  diftiuguilhing  each  Port,  and  the  Red 
from  the  White,  Herrings. 


PORTS. 


^•""^ 


Aberdeen         — 
Air-        —        — 
Anftnither        .— 
Campbletown       — 
Dumfries        —  - 

Dunbar        —        r- 
Dundee   »     — -        — 
Fort  William        — 
Invernefs     —         — 
Irvine         —        — 
Ifle  Martin         — 
Kirkcudbright      —        — 
Kirkwall         ~ 
Lcith        —        — 
Lerwick   —        -— 
Montrofe  ^— 

Oban  -.  _  -- 
Orkney  —  —  — 
Port  Glafgow  and  Glafgow 
Greenock         —  ^  — 

Rothfay — 

Stranraer  and  St.  Patrick 
Stornaway  —  * — 

Thurfo  —  —  — 
Wigton  —  — 

.  Total         — 

Annual  medium 


NINE  YEARS 
preceding  the  5th  January  1771. 


.-A. 


White 
Herrings. 


Red 

Herrings. 


Amount  of 
Bounty. 


214,044 

f  1 .1    ■■ 


23,849 


i 


£•      >' 

1^. 

<  . 

• 

« 

• 

w 

'                   /                   , 

- 

28,6^9    5 

4 

/ 


3,179  18     4 


V     n 
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An  ACCOUI>rT  of  the  Number  of  BARRELS  of  HERRINGS, 

&c. — continued. 


PORTS. 


SIXTEEN  YEARS 
preceding  the  5th  January  1 787. 


..A.. 


White 
Herrings. 


Red 
'jHerrings, 


Aberdeen 

Air  — 

Anftruther 

Campbeltown 

Dumfries 

Dunbar 

Dundee 

Fort  William 

Invcrncfs 

Irvine 

Ifle  Martin 

Kirkcudbright 

Kirkwall 

Leith  •  — 

Lerwick 

Montrofe 

Oban  — 

Orkney 

Port  Glafgow  and  Glafgow 

Greenock  — ^ 

Rothfay  — 

Stranraer  and  St.  !Patrick 


35:9 

1.873 

1.043 
100,949! 

521 


Amount  of 
Bounty. 


Stornaway 

Thurfo 

Wigton 


Total 
Annual  medium 


60 

478 

6,261 

226 

205 

4'53o| 
4,866 

24 

6»II2 


43.337 
226,458 

2,189 

7»6isi 
23^6-;9 

9»754 
410 


44i»H5i  7»300i 


79 


5,088 


1,4261 


10 

706 


27,571 


456 


£' 


I, 


^3  19 
249  14 

139    1 

^3.459  18 
28  13 

5H  '3 


8 

63 
834 
>54 

27 


o 

16 

'9 
6 


10 
8 

4 
8 

4: 

o 
8 
o 

of 
8 


604     I     4 
648  16    o 

340 
814  18     8 


S.779     2 
30,250     3 

291   17 

1,015     8 

3.»S4  10 
1,300  10 

54  13 


10 
6 

4 
o 

8 

8 

4 


59,452     3   lOf 


3,715  13  II 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  BARRELS  of  HERRINGS, 

&c.  — concltdcd. 


i  .■'  ■ 


PORTS. 


"VEN  YEARS 
preceding  the  5th  January  1797. 


.,-A.. 


Aberdeen 
Air 


Atiftruther 

Campbeltown 

Damfries 

Dunbar 

Dundee 

Fort  William 

Invernefs 

Irvine 

lile  Martin 

Kirkcudbright  — 

Kirkwall  ■ 

Leiih  — r—         — 

Lerwick  — ?- 

Montrofe  ■ 

Oban 

Orkney  '  — 

Port  GLtfgow  and  Glafgow 
Greenock         — 
RothlTay  —  — 

Stranraer  and  St,  Patrick 
Stornaway         -—  — 

Thurfo  —  - 

Wigton  —  — 

Total        — 

Annual  medium  — 


^  White 
Herrings. 


--^ 


Red 
Herrings. 


600 


52,098 

270 
424 
880 

1,204 
2,496 ". 

99 

36 

278^ 

i*4^3i 

743 

58*7371 
252,308 

16,432 

6,090 

«5»933 
450 


394.234 
39^423 


5,886 


976 


749 


3 

204 


798 


8,616 


86f 


Amount  of 
Bounty* 


80    o    o 


6,946  8  o 

551  o  6 

56  10  S 

117  6  8 


160 
418 

13 

31 
S3<> 

4 

37 
191 

99 

7*831 
30,992 

2)I90 

8IZ 

2>I24 
129 


10 

5 

4 
12 

I 

16 

2 

2 

I 

18 

S 
18 

o 

8 


8 

4 
o 

o 

5 
o 

8 

8 

4 

7 
o 

8 

o 
o 


16    6  ' 


S3i3'8     8    8 


9,331   18  10 


THOMAS  IRVING, 
Infpcftor-gencral  of  the  Imports  and 
Exports  of  Great  Britain.     ~  ' 
Infpeftor.general's  Office, 
Coftom-hottfe^  London,  28th  March,  1 797. 
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RETURN  of  the  CORPS  of  YEOMANRY  CAVALRY  and 
VOLUNTEER  CAVALRY,  accepted  by  His  Majcfty  in 
Great  Britain,  to  the  ift  June  1798  ;  diftinguifhing  thofe  of 
each  County  prior  to  the  ift  of  January  1798  ;  fpecifying  their 
refpe(Sive  cftabliiliments,  according  to  the  lateft  Returns,  as  far 
as  the  fame  can  be  afcertained. 


Ayr. 
Bedford. 


Btrh. 

Bucks. 

Btmnick. 

Cambridge 
Chefter. 

CorwwalL 


Cortttortben, 

Denhigh. 

D^r/et. 


Earl  of  CalTiHs  .       — 

County         —  — 

Bedford  —        — 

Loyal  Warden,  Ld,  Arden 
Ampthill        —  ^— 

Abingdon        —         — 
Woodley         —  — 

County         — 


Augnientcd 


Coujity 
Ditto 


County        — 

Macclesfield        — -     - 
Stockport        — * 

Falmouth      ,  — 
Mr,  Trclawncy 
County        —  - 

Helftone        — 

Count/        —  — 


County 
Wrexham 


DATE. 


May 

Oaober 
May 
Ditto 
Ditto 

I 

April 
May 

February 
May 

June 
Oaobcr 


1794^ 

1794 
1798 


1794 
1798 

1797 
1798 

1797 


Efta- 
blifti- 
in  At. 


County         —  - 

Ditto    -  LordMilford 
I  Captain  Bowyer 


November  1796 


June 
April 


'797 
1798 

'797 


March 
June 
September 
May  1798 

S^ttmbcr}  '794 

September  1794 

May  1795 

Nfarch  1 794 
December  1797 
May     1798 


30 


40 
40 
40 
40 


40 
40 


106 


50 
50 


50 


30 
40 


26 

70 

70 

30 


50 


SO 


60 


50 

40 


Total. 


30 


160 

So 

636 

100 
SO 

70 


196 

100 

250 
60 


390 
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1 

Devon. 

County         —             — 

Ditto            —            — 

Twcrton         —           — 

y 

Bamilaple         —         — 

Sir  S.  Northcote          — 

Chudleigh         —         — 

Teignmouth         -  -     — 

Plymouth  dock             — 

Piyrapton         —         •  — 

Exmouth         —          — 

Jame         —         —  •  — 

J^umtarton, 

County         —             — 

Durbamm 

Mr,  Mcthold        — 

County,     Mr,  Burdon 

Durham  city         — 

Biihop  Wearm  >uth 

* 

Ufwonh         —           — 

North  Durham        — 

Staindrop         —          — 

Rytoa           —            — 

£ffex. 

County        —             — 

Mr.  Tuffncll        —    — 

Mr.  Houblon            — 

• 

Lord  Maynard        — 

I 

Kelvcdon,  ^c.         — 

Stebbing,  &c.        — 

Tendering         —        — 

Havering          —         — 

Uttlesford,  &c.        — 

Col.  M.  Burgoyne       — 

% 

Haverhill         —          ^. 

Caftle  Hcdingham        — 

Halfted         _          -  _ 

Walthamllow              — - 

- 

Hatfield  Pevercl         — 

Fife. 

Kirkaldy        —          ^ 

County,  Weftern  diftri<a 

Ditto,  Northern  diftrici 

County         —         — 

Ditto        -—             — 

Forfar. 

County         -—            — 

■ 

Sir  D,  Carnegie        ^~ 

DATE, 


Auguft  .  1794 
November  1796 
March         1797 


•1798 


May 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

April* 

July 

March 

May 

Dirto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


April  1797 

February  1798 

March  

April  

May  — — 

Ditto  


>797 

1799 
1797 

1798 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dirto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

July 
Ditto 
November    — 
April  1798 

May  — 

December  1  1794. 
April  ^  ;  1797 
April  1797 


797 


Efta- 
blilh- 
ment« 


TotaL 


50 

50 
40 

50 

60 
50 

40 
40 


'40 


40 
40 

40 

50 

SO 
40 

80 


50 
40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

60 

40 

40 

40 

40 
40 

50 
40 


.50 

50 

40 
40 


40 
40 


580 

80 


390 


S40 


260 


129 
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• 

Efta- 

/ 

DATE. 

blifli- 

Total. 

* 

• 

« 

mcnt. 

0 

Flint. 

Mold           —           — 
Cheltenham          -r- 

March         1 797 

• 

Augoft        1795 

30 

'9t\ 

GioucefteK 

5^ 

30 

» 

Minchin  Hampton 

September     — 

50 

•Stow-        —         — . 

Ditto           1796 

50 

Wootton  under  Edge 

Etecember    » — 

50 

J-lcnbu-ry         —           — 

Mardh         1 797 

50 

Gloucefter        —         -i— 

Ditto            — 

50 

t 

I^ngirec  Hundred 

May            1798 

'    40 

Durfley  —        — 

Ditto            — 

40 

380 

Glamorgan* 

County         —             •— 

June            1794 

50 

Swanfea        — -          — 

April           1797 

50 

Nciith 

Ditto  ^         — 

50 

86 

1      , 

Herfford* 

County        —            — 

Auguft        1794 

40 

Herts. 

County             —          — 

June           179+ 
Apri|           1^98 

70 

Ditto             —            — 

40 

• 

Sawbridgeworth           — 

May            

40 

A  ^r\ 

4>o 

HMfttingdon* 

County      '  —             — 

1797 

50 

; 

1 

9 

Ditto         —            — 

March          — 

50 

"X^SfS 

Hants. 

Bafingftokc        •    — 

May            1794 

50 

iUv/ 

New  Foreft '        — 

June            — 

50 

Chriftchurch             — 

February    1795 

50 

Ditto             —            — 

April           1798 

SO 

Portfdown         —        — 

Ditto      "    1795 

50 

Ditto        •    —             — 

March         1797 

50 

Lord  Stawell                 — 

January       1 796 

50 

SouthamptDH ,       — 

February  .  1797 

50 

Fa  w  ley'         -— 

March         1797 

50 

BaTingftoke,  Mr.  Lefevre 

Auguft          — 

50 

\ 

t 

Welbneer,  &c.          '     • 

April           1798 

40 

^ 

( 

Mr.  Buckley         —  .  — 

JVlay  ■    •         —     ■ 

40 

Bere  Foreft         —       — 

Ditto         — 

40 

. 

Mr.  Hulfe        '^ 

Ditto            — 

S^ 

J 

N 

Ringvvood        —       .  — 

Ditto            — 

40 

860 

Kent. 

County      ■  — '             — 

• 

April          1 794 

SO 

Lydd         —        —    — 

lune-     '      — 

50 

• 

" 

Blenhooth         —  -      — 

Ditto            — 

S^ 

Lord  Darnley,  2d  troop 

Ditto          1797 

50 

Mr.,Pavler         r-        — 

February      — 

50 

^ 

Mr.  Hammond,  2d  troop 

Ditto            — 

SO 

■ 

Tunbridge  Wdls         — 

March          f— 

• 

SO 

IS'* 

. 

• 
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Efta- 

DATE. 

blifh. 

TotaL 

9 

ment. 

,      . 

Kent  con  tin. 

/ 

350 

Sir  E.  KnatchbuU,  id  1 
.  and  3d  troop     —      I 

March 

«797 

50 

Denton          —             —  April 

1798 

40 

lilc  t;f  'heppy ,  Mr.  Shove;  May 

40 

BJackbeatb         —        —  Ditto 

— — 

40 

Deptforl        ~          —Ditto 

.i^ 

40 

Woolwich         —         — 

Ditto 



40 

1 

Ifle  of  Sheppcy,   Mr.l 
fiurgefs         —         j 

Ditto 

— 

40 

1 

990 

^ 

Ltkejier. 

County         —             — 

June 

»794 

SO- 

90 

Market  Harborough 

Duto 
April 

1798 

40 

Lutterworth         — 

Manchcftcr  and  Salford 

noi 

50 

390 

Lancafter. 

30 

Liverpool         —         — 

Ditto 

'  70 

Bolton          —            — 

March 

1798 

40 

Afhton          —            — 

April 

A 

4^ 

Mancheftcr           — 

May 

w 

40 

Oldham        —            — 

Ditto 

1 

40 

Blackburn        —        — 

Ditto 

'   40 

480 

Linc9ln* 

Sir  G.  Heathcote        — 

Hr 

1794 

60 

Mr*  Scrope        —       = — 

Ditto 

75 

Sir  J.  TroUope  .          — 

Ditto 

— 

50 

. 

Grantham         —        — 

Ditto 

— 

so 

1 

Louth        —           — 

January 

1797 

SO 

, 

Horaca(Ue,  &c.        — 
Edinburgh         —        — 

ii)itto 

February 

1797 

50 

470 

LothiMi  Mid. 

SO 

Dalkeith         —           — ^ 

May 

— 

50 

\     ' 

King's  Cramond         — 

July 

•  — 

50 

Eajl. 

County        —            — 

May 

-^ 

S^ 

\ 

Ditto        —        — 

June 

"— 

50 

.400 

Liniiihganjo^ 

Kirtlefdown        — 

February 

— . 

60 

• 

60 

Lanerk. 

Glafgow        —         — 

June 

>797 

SO 

Middle/ex. 

London  and  Wcftminfter 

^"f 

^79+ 

50 

Ditto  augmented        — 

Mzy 

1798 

Weftminiter        —      — 

March 

'797 

100 

r 

Uxbridge        —         — 

April 

SO 

Iflington        —          — 

Ditlo 

1798 

40 

Twickenham      —     — 

May 

40 

CouAty         —            — 

Ditto 

— 

50 

S^tA 

\ 

*                       k 

* 

7>j-W 

Vol..  VI. 


Yy 


^4fi 
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A^onmouth* 


Norfolk. 


Northampton  • 


Nottingham, 


NorthumbiK" 
iandm 


Oxford. 
Femhrole* 


Rutland. 


Roxhurgh, 


Salop. 


Chepftow         —  — 

Monmouth        —       — 

Hingham         —  — 

Clackclofc        — =■        — 
Ditto         —         — 
Eaft  Dereham         — 
Lodden,  &c.         — 

Blofield,  &c.         » 

Tunllecd,  &c.         — 
Norwich         —        — 
So.  Erpingham         — 
Yarmouth         —         -r- 
Shropham  —        — 

Holkham         —        — 

County         —  — 

Northampton        — 
Thrapftone         — 
Wellingborough  ■ — 

County         —  — 

Sir.  T,  Parkyns         ^- 

Ncwoaftle         *—         — 
North  Shields         — 
Glendalc,  Mr,  Carr    — .. 

Watlington         — 

Lord  xMilford         — 
Lord  Cawdor         — 
attached  to  Ld.Milford's 

Narberthv  — 

4 

County         —  — 


County         — 

Ditto        —        — 

Market  Drayton 

County  — 

Ofweftry  — 

Mr.  Hill  — 

Mr.  Eyton  — 

Brimflred  — 

Mr,  Powis  — 


DATE 

1 
>• 

798 

April           1 

May 

>Iay           ] 

^794 

June 

— 

November 

[796 

Odlober      ] 

^794 

December 

9  ^   * 

March        ] 

n9s 

April 

May  ,         1 

n9i 

March 

April 

1798 

May 

Ditto 

— 

'794 

April           ] 

[798 

May.    • 

Ditto 

-^ 

Auguft        ] 

^794 

April           ] 

[798 

February     i 

'797 

May             ] 

1798 

Ditto 

May   .        1 

f798 

April           ] 

'794 

Ditto 

May            ] 

[798 

Ditto 

March         i 

794* 

June           ] 

n9j 

September  ] 

'794 

April          ] 

^797 

June 

— 

January      i 

179? 

March 

April           5 

r797 

May            ] 

1798 

Ditto 

— 

May 

—      . 

Ditto 

,-p- 

■— 

Efta- 
blilh. 
ment. 

40 
50 

60 
50 

50 

.  50 

50 
50 

SO 

32 
40 

50 
50 

420 
80 
40 
60 

50 
60 

40 

40 
40 


Total, 


SO 


50 

SO 
40 

40 


70 


60 
60 


50 
60 

70 
50 

50 

70 

SO 


90 


632 


600 


210 


120 
SO 


220 


210 


8q 


45a 
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Selkirk. 
Stafford: 


Suffolk. 


Sufftx. 


Somerjft, 


Surrry, 


Warivick, 


Wilis. 


wv* 


County         — .  — 

County        —  — 

Walfall         —  _ 

Stanley          —  ,  — 

Stofte  —  

Billion           — ^  — 
Need  wood         — 

Wolverhampton  — 

County         —  — 

Ditto         — 

Ipfwich         -^         — 
Bottlefdalc         —        — 
Ickworth         —   "       — 
Farnham         —  — 

County  — .  — 

Haftings         —  — 

Rye         —         —         . 
ft  venfey  Rape         — 
Chichelter  ditto         — 
Arundel  ditto  — 

CouTity.   Horfe  Artillery 
Lord  Gage         —        — 
Lord  St.  A  fa  oh         — 
Mr.  Fuller     V  —        -^ 
Mr,  lliomas         —     — 

County         —  — 

Bath         —         —      _ 

Cotioty          —  — 

Battcrlea         —  — 

Beddington,  &.c.  — . 

Claphani         —  — 

Croydon         —  — 

Mitcham         —  — 

County         —        — 
Nuneaton  —         — 

Coventry         —  — 

Warwick         -^  — 

Hales  Owen         —      — 

Co,  nty         —  -- 


May 
January 
May 
K^itto 


DATE, 


December  1797 


Auguft 
May 


June 
Oitto 

!;itto 

I<\*bruary 

April 

Auguft 

?Vlay~ 

Ditto 

Ditto 

l^itto 

Ditto 


May 


\ 


July 
Junt 
March 

July 


J 


une 


Yy    2 


J  794 
1789 


i^itto  — 

Jitto  — 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 


^794 

1798 


i:)itto  — 

Ditto  — 


794 


795 


^797 
1798 


'794 
1798 


May .  1 794 

Ditto  1 798 

j  ^-itto  — ' 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 


17.4 
1-95 

1798 

'79^ 


Efta- 
blilh- 
ment. 


30 


50 
50 

5<> 
40 

40 
40 


50 
50 
60 

40 
40 

4"^ 


3^ 

5^ 
60 

30 

30 

30 
60 

40 

40 

40 

4^ 


40 
40 


40, 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 

56" 

4^ 
60 


Total. 


/50 


560 


480 


4 


78a 


360 


520 


5H 
600 
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Worcefttr.  ^County         — • 
jStourbridge 
Diid  ey         — 
Bromf^rovc^ 
Worcctter         -^ 
Atlcy  -^ 

Wigion.  [County         -^ 
WightJJle  of  \^t  of  ySl\g\it 

York.   Eaft  Riding 
Hull 

North  Riding 
Weft  Riding 
Leeds      ■ 
Rotheram        — 
Huddei:sfield 
York  City      — 
Staincrofs        •— 


DATE. 

Efta- 
bli(h* 
ment. 

Total- 

» 

September  1794 
April          1798 
Ditto            —   . 
May             "^ 
Ditto           — 
Ditto           •- 

1797 
April          1 798 

May            1794 
Joly 

Ditto           -^ 
Augtjft         — 
January       1797 
May              — 
Ditto          1 798 
Ditto            — 
piuo            T- 

SO 

50 
50 

40 
40 
40 

— 

50 

•• 

40 

5° 

A  ^S 

1 

50 

'    50 

50 

40 
40 

40 
40 

40 

• 

I  t,c6z 


VOLUN'l'EER  CAVALRY, 


Raifed  prior  to  the  year  1798    - 
Ditto  from  ift  January  to  ift  June  1798 


15.7^0 
'-  5'439 


Total    .    - 


19,190 


r     ♦ 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  June  1 1. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  Land-tax  Sale  Bill, 
Lord  Walfingham  in  the  chair. 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  objcacd  to  <hat  claufc,  which  vcftcd 
a  power  in  the  Commiflioners  to  compel  the  production  of  the 
titles,  deeds,  &c*  of  tbofe  who,  under  certain  circumibnces,  propofed 
to  purchafe  their  proportions  of  the  land  tax.  He  thought  there 
was  no  Tieceflity  for  giving  fuch  a  power.  Thefe  Commiflioners, 
hd  bbferved,  were  felccled  by  the  Miniders  of  the  Crown ;  it  tljerc- 
fore  firuck  him  as  obje^ionable  in  a  conftitutional  point  of  view*— 
beiidrsy  it  gave  too  great  a  power  to  curious  or  ill-minded  perfons. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  obfcrved,  that  the  claufe  gave 
no  power  but  what  was  eflentially  neceflarj  in  the  particular  cafe. 
Deeds  of  reverfion  or  remainder  were  neceffary  to  be  produced, 
upon  fuch  pcrfon  urging  his  claims  of  preference  to  purchafe  :  that 
any  improper  condud  on  the  part  of  the  Commiflioners  in  thofe 
refpeAs,  were  rendered  by  the  bill  cognizable  by  the  Courts  ;  and 
where  any  reaibnable  grounds  of  complaint  exifted,  punifhment 
would  follow.  There  were  proviGons  in  the  bill  which  he  thought 
would  go  to  deter  the  Commiflioners  from  fuch  pradices  as  the 
noble  Duke  alluded  to.  , 

The  Duko  of  Norfolk  not  perfiAing  in  his  objections,  the  claufe 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Committee. 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  difapproved  of  th?t  claufe  which 
enabled  tenants.for  life  to  fell  part  of  the  eitats,  without  the  confent 
of  the  remainders.  He  imagined  that  this  power  might  be  exer- 
cifed  fo  as  to  produce  the  worft  cfFeds.  He  inftanced  the  cafe  of  a 
tenant  felling  the  lawn  before  the  manfion- houfe,  or  ahy  particular 
fpot  upon  the  demefne,  which  would  prove  very  injurious  and  vex^ 
atioos  to  thofe  in  reverfion. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  faid,  that  the  intercfts  of  thofe 
perfons  were  properly  taken  care  of  in  the  bill :  added  to  this,  an 
appeal  lay  to  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

The  Earl  of  SUFFOLK  was  of  the  fame  opinion  as  the  noble 
Puke  ;  he  difapproved  of  the  mode  of  redrefs .  mentioned  by  the 
{earned  Lord,  on  the  ground  of  its  cxpence. 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  faid,  that  the  tenants  had  the  option 
of  difpofing  of  this  property  under  the  fandion  of  t  .e  bill,  at  a  very 
inadequate  price.  He  would  fuppofe  the  cafe  of  burgage  tenures, 
•  ■  '■     '  ■  '    '        2. 
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where  a  few  houfes,  not  really  \^'orth  in  themfelves-  i  ool.  but  in  ano- 
ther point  of  vicw^  according  to  a  principle  recognized  by  Parlia- 
«>ent,  they  might  be  worth  20, cool.  :  thcfe  might  be  difpfed  of 
by  the  tenant,  at  a  price  which  would  be  ceYtainly  inadequate  to 
their  current  vialue. 

The  Earl  of  SUFFOLK  remarked  that  the  bill  was  calculated 
to  deptefs  the  landed  intereft,  and  to  benefit  the  monicd  men.  Thofc 
Minifters  who  were  its  warmeft  fupporters,  he  imagined,  had  not 
much  landed  property,  whatever  they  might  have  of  other  defcrip- 
tions,  their  ihrereds  were  not  at  ftake.  He  thought  the  bill  preg- 
nant with  mifchief,  in  one  point  of  view  particularly,  namely,  it 
would  lower  the  purchafe  of  land.  Indeed,  he  obfervcd,  the  mea- 
fures  of  Miniftcrs  had  tended  to  that  efFe6^  already.  What  a  few 
years  lince  fold  for  thirty  years  purchafe,  now  would  not  bring  more 
than  twenty  five  :  the  bill  would  tend  to  reduce  it  ftill  l9wer. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  the  noble  EarlV.obfervations  were 
in  that  ftage  of  the  bill  totally  irrelevant  ;  they  referred  folely  to  its 
•  principle,  which  was  admitted  by  the  Houfe,  when  thc\  voted  the 
committal  of  the  bill.  Independent  of  this,  there  was  nothing  in 
his  Lordfliip's  obfervations  to  anfwcr ;  they  copfifted  only  of  general 
afferiions,  without  a'fhadow  of  argument  or  proof.  One  thing 
which  fell  from  the  noble  Earl,  and  which  feemed  to  apply  to  him- 
felf,  he  would  juft  notice,  namely,  that  it  fignified  very  little  to  the 
Houfe,  or  to  the  Public,  what  defcription  of  property  he  might  be 
poffeffed  of. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  obferved,  that  the  bill  was,  in 
Its  principal  channel  of  operation,  by  no  means  a  compulfory  one. 
It  was  totally  a  matter  of  option  to  the  perfons  interefted  to  purchafe 
,  or  rwt.  If  they  chufe  to  buy,  they  could  do  it  under  the  bill,  upon 
terms  moft  advantageous.  The^refpe6live  ftate  of  the  funds,  and 
the  price  of  the  purchafe  of  land,  would  have  an  tfft^  upon  the 
bill.  If  lands  fell,  the  operations  of  the  bill  muft  ciog.proportion- 
ably^'  With  refpe6t  to  the  noble  Duke's  idea,  that  tenants  for  life 
might  fell  particular  parts  of  the  eflate,  fuch  as  he  alluded  to,  he 
had  little  fears  on  that  head  ;  few  of  thofe  whirtiiical  fort  of  cafes, 
he  believed,  would  arifc  :  the  bill  afforded  ample  redrefs  to  the  re- 
mainders in  fuch  inftances  ;  their  interefts  Were  guarded  by  the  no- 
\         tices  to  be  given,  and  by  other  precautions. 

After  fome  farther  explanatory  converfation  between  the  LORD 
CHANCELLOR,  Duke  of  NORFOLK,  and  Lord  GREN- 
VILLE,  the  claufe  to  which,  the  above  referred,  was  adopted  by 
J        the  Committee. 

!       ■  ■ 
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Duke  of  NORFOLK  made  a  few  obfervations  upon  a  point 
which  related  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  namely,  the  uncon*> 
fiitutional  tendency  of  niaking  the  land  tax  perpetual,  thereby  taking 
away,  he  faid,  one  of  the  principal  checks  of  Parliament  upon  the 
Minifterg  of  the  Crown.  Not  only  this,  but  fo  much  of  the  confo* 
lidated  fund,  (which  we  underftopd,  his  Grace  to  defcribe  to  be  the 
produce  of  the  tobacco,  fugar,  and  fnufF  taxp«),  as  was  intended  to 
be  voted  anndally,  as  a^  fubftitute  fo^  the  land  tax,  was,  in  fadt,  he 
aflcrtcd,  taking  away  fo  much  of  the  fecurity  of  the  public  creditor. 
Refpcding  thefe  important  points,  he  avowed  his  intenfion  of  bring- 
ing forward  a  propofition,  dther  upon  the  report  or  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill  ;  and  he  expreffed  his  furprize  that  Miniftcrs  had  not 
the  Hpufe  fummoned  upon  a  proceeding  of  fuch  high*  importance  a« 
the  prcfcnt  bill. 

After  the  bill  had  been  gone  through,  the  Houfe  rcfumed,  and 
the  report  wai  received.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Duke  of  NORFOLK  then  faid,  he  (hould  bring  forward  his 
propofitions  to-morrow  ;  and  wiQied  to  know  whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  any  Miniderial  Peer  to  move  to  fummon  the  Houfe 
upon  that  ftage  of  the  bill. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  did  rtot  think  it  incumbent  upon  him,  or 
neceffary,  to  move  for  a  fummons  upon  the  occafion.  However,  it 
was  competent  for  the  noble  Duke,  or  any  Peer  on  his  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  to  move  for  a  fummons ;  to  which  proceeding  he  cer^inl^ 
could  have  no  obje^ion. 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  then  moved,  That  the  Houfe  be 
fummoned  for  to-morrow,  which  was  ordered  accordingly." 

The  Houfe  refolved  into  a  Committee  upon  the  bill  for  dimi- 
nifhing  the  holidays  in  the  public  offices. 

Bifhop  of  ROCHESTER  entered  at  fome  length  upon  the  per- 
nicious efFcfls  to  be  apprehended  from  the  abolition  of  fuch  a  numi 
ber  of  the  Church  holidays  as  was  propofed  by  the  bill.  The  ar- 
guments of  the  Reverend  Prelate  were  chiefly  a  repetition  of  thofe 
which  he  delivered  on  a  former?  night  on  the  fame  fubjed^,  and 
which  we  have  repbrtecT  at  length.  He  defcribed  the  nature  and 
origin  of  the  inAitution  of  the  different  dcfcriptions  of  holidays  and 
Church  feftivals,  confidcrcd  their  ftridt  obfervance  to  be  cffentially 
neccflary  to  the  due  prefervation  of  the  eftablifhcd-  religion,  againfl 
the  inroads  of  Athcifm — Many  of  the  dreadful  evils  which  took 
place  in  France,  he  was  confident,  arofe  from  the  abolition  of  the 
ChriAian  Religion  in  that  country* 
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The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  agreed  in  what  fell  from  the 
4:cverend  Prelate,  and  cenfured  thofe  parts  of  the  bill  «i^*hich  went  to 
exa(9  an  increafed  rate  of  attendance  from  clefks  and  officers  who 
had  Accepted  their  fituations  under  the  idea  that  a  much  tefs  por- 
tion of  their  time  would  be  required.  He  feemed  of  opinion  that 
thefe  fort  of  things  (hould  not  be  regulated  by  the  Legiflarure,  but  in 
a  great  degree  left  to  the  principals  and  fupcriors  in  office,  who, 
from  their  iituatiotis,i  muft  be  the  beA  judges  ;  neither  was.  it  necef* 
fary  tjiat  their  attendance  fhould  take  place  every  day. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  agreed  with  the  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
that  thofe  points  were  not  proper  for  legiflative  interference  ;  a  bad 
principle  lately  obtained,  in  fubjefling  thofe  fort  of  minutiae  to 
legiflative  provifions.  His  Lordlhip  entered  into  fome  details  with 
refpe6l  to  the  mode  of  regulating  the  attendance  in  certain  ppblic 
offices,  particularly  thofe  under  the  control  of  the  Treafury :  he 
feemed  to  think  the  provifions'^in  the  bill  to  that  effecSl  wholly  un- 
ncceflary. 

'  Bifliop  of  ROCHESTER  coincided  in  thofe  fentiments :  he 
ilated,  that  by  an  a6t  of  convocation  in  the  latter  part  of  Henry 
the  Eighth's  reign,  a  difpenfation  was  ordered  to  labourers  to  work 
even  on  Sunday,  for  a  limited  time,  in  the  harveft  period,  and  at 
one  particular  time  even  fairs  and  markets  were  authorized  to 
be  held. 

Earl  of  SUFFOLK  approved  of  the  idea  of  permitting  la- 
bourers to  work  on  Sundays  in  harveft  time.  To  render  this  more 
cffi^dtual,  he  thought  the  hours  of  fervice  in  the  morning  (hould  be 
made  earlier,  in  order  to  affisrd  the  labourers  more  time  to  w6rk  in 
the  after  part  of  the  day. 

After  fome  farther  converfation,  feveral  amendments  were 
adopted. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  into  a.  Committee  upon  the  Tanners* 
$ill,  when 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD  expreflcd  his  difapprobation  of 
feveral  parts  of  the  bill,  and  entered  into  a  detailed  view  of  its 
merits.  One  provifion  of  the  bill  was  to  veft  certain  exdufive 
rights,  (imilar  to  thofe  conveyed  by  a  patent,  to  any  individual  who 
profefled  to  have  difcovered  a  mode  of  tanning  without, bark  :  this 
perfon,  he  thought,  had  no  claim  to  fuch  an  indulgence.  He  thought 
the  laws  refpeding  the  tanning  trade  required  revilion  ;  and  he  ad- 
verted to  certain  provifions  in  the  flatutes  of  Elizabeth  and  Jam^ 
the  Firft.  He  bid  he  did  not  mean  then  to  urge  any  propo- 
fition  on  thofe  points,  but  to  refcrve  himfelf  for  a  future  iiage  of 
^hc  bill. 
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The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  coincided  in  moft  of  the  ob^- 
fervations  of  the  noble  Duke ;  but  he  thought  it  too  late  in  the 
felTion  to  do  any  thing  effe^lual  in  the  bufinefs,  in  the  way  alluded 
to  by  his  Grace.  However,  he  recommended  him  to  direfl  his  at- 
tention to  the  fubjefl  in  the  next  fcffion. 

After  fome  explanatory  converfation  between  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  laft  caufe  in  the  bill  was.  or- 
dered to  be  (Iruck  out ;  which  claufe  relates  to  the  patent  of  Mr. 
Scely. 

The  Houfe  then  rcfumcd,  apd  ordered  the  bill  to  be  reported. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday y  Jhtu  1 1 . 

4  On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Scotch  Two-pennies 
Bill, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  moved,  Thit  the  provifion  in  the  bill, 
which  authorizes  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  to  apply  out  of  the 
revenues  of  excife  in  Scotland  the  annual  fum  of  4,4001.  to  be 
applied  to  the  feveral  purpofes  for  which  the  duty  of  two^pennies 
Scots  upon  every  pint  of  ale  pr  beer  brewed,  brought  into,  tapped, 
and  fold  within  the  city  of  Edinburgh  and  liberties  thereof,  be 
withdrawn* 

Sir  RICHARD  CARR  GLYN  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion, 
and  faid,  he  trufted  the  Houfe  would  do  him  the  juAice  to  believe 
he  had  no  motive  in  continuing  his  objed^ions  to  a  part  of  this  bill; 
that  the  Arong  convi6lion  which  he  felt,  that  the  application  of  the 
public  revenue  to  local  purpofes  was  wrong  in  principle,  and  ought 
to  be  refifled  by  the  Houfe  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  purfe.  It 
has  been  itated,  that  by  difcontinuing  the  duty  upon  ale  and  beer, 
the  publi|C  excife.  re  venue  of  Scotland  would  be  increafed  ;  but  the 
ufe  of  fpirits  would  be  leffened,  and  the  duty  of  the  diftillery  d^- 
minifhed,  fo  that  the  public  revenue  would  lofe  on  one  hand  as 
much  as  it  would  gain  on  the  other ;  but  if  the  revenue  would  be 
increafed,  it  may  be  a  reafon  for  difcontinuing  the  ale  duty,  but  not 
a  fuificient  reafon  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  adopt  a  new  and  improper 
principle  in  regard  to  the  public  revenue. 

.    The  motion  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Pole  Carew,  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  and  Mr.  Ryder ;  and  oppofed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  Mn 

Vol,  VL  Z  x 


3'54  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoiAI^ons- 

W.  dundas,  Sir  W.  l^ultcncy,  Mr.  Solicitor  General,    and  Mr* 
SylVeflcr  'Dbuglas. 

The  Hoijfc  then  divided  on  Mr.  Sheridan's  anfiendmcnt : 
Ayes,  44;  Noes,  53.     Majority,  9. 

Honourable  ST.  A.  ST.  JOHN  rofe  to  make  his  promifed 
mblion  refpeding  Mr.  0*X!!!onnor,  and  fpoke  nearly  as  follows  : — 
Certain  circumftances  have  induced  me  to  bring,  in  qucftion  the 
warrant*  under  •which  the  unfortunate  and  innocent  gentlemen, 
whofe  cafe  I  (hall  fuJDmit  to  theHoufe,  were  apprehended,  f  have 
delayed  calling  the  attention. of  the  Houfe  to  this  fubje^,  in  order 
that  I  might  procure  as  much  information  upon  it  as  poffible.  If 
the  delay  has  given  any  gentleman  the  opportunity  of  inquiring  into 
this  affair,'  and  fatisfying  himfclf  refpeding  it,  he  cannot  be  forry 
that  it  had  taken  place*  This  fubjedt  which  I  intend  to  bring 
under  difcuflion  this  day,  is  of  the  greateft  importance,  fince  it  re- 
lates to  the  fccurity  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubje6l.  It  is  impofliblc 
that  any  queftion  can  be  more  important,  except  that  which  may 
arife  out  of  4he  notice  given  by  my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan). 
That  notice  being  given,  though  thefe  gentlemen  are  natives  of  Ire- 
land, I  (hall  take  care  to  make  no  allufiort  to  the  prefcnt  (ituation 
of  ^hat  countr}'.  It  is  my  purpofe  to  inquire,  firft,  how  far  the: 
fteps  taken  by  Government  in  this  cafe  are  legal ;  and,  fecondly,  if 
they  be  legal,  how  far  they  are  confiftent  with  thofe  feelings  which 
ever  ought  to  accompany  all  endeavours'  for  enforcing  JAi(ticfr,  In 
inquiring  how  far  the  (teps  that  have  been  taken  are  legal,  it  is  ne- 
cc(rary  toconfider,  firft,  what  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  law 
which  fecures  the  perfonal  liberty  of  every  fubjeiSt.  Under  the  fm- 
prcffionof  a  confpi  racy  being  on  foot  again  ft  the  Government,  a  bill 
paflTed  this  Hoofe  in  a  "day,  vihich  is  improperly  called  "  A  Bill  for 
Aifpending  the  Habeas- Corpus  Aft."  Ir  is  no  fuch  thing  ;  bur, 
whenever  great  powfers  are  inverted  in  the  GoveYhnrient,  it  is  thif 
duty  of  thfs  Hoiufe  to  watch  the  execution  of  them  with  peculiar 
care.  An  honourable  gentleman,  when  this  fubjeft  w^s  alluded  to 
on  a  former  occafi6n,  faid,  "Only  wait  until  the  triafe  at  Maid- 
ftoneare  over,  and  you  '^ill  then  be  convinced  that  aconfpiracy  for 
overthrowing  the  Conftituti6n  exifts,  (he  ramifications  of  whkb  ex- 
tend from  one  end  of  the  iflaftd  to  the  other.*'  Ni^^  gentlerrieh 
have  waited  imtil  the  trials  at  Maidftohe  arc  over  ;  ^rid,  fo  far  fr(5th 
finding  that  this  o6ri(piracy  exifted,  it  fully  appears,  that  there  wa$ 
fK)thing  like  it  made  out  on  the  part  of  the  Crown.  In  determin- 
ing upon  the  cxcrcifc'Df  the  extraordinary  powers  inVefted  in  Cio- 
Ticnt,  wc/are  caJfcd  opbn  to  cOhfidcr  tlie-nfiode  ib  whifch  thfcfe 
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povers  \ycre  given  ;  but  before  I  come  to  that  part  of  the  qiieftion, 
I  think  it  will  be  proper  to  inquire,  what  are  the  powers  which  have 
•  been  given  ?  The  Habeas-corpus  Bill  which  pafled  in  1679  con** 
tained  two  diftinfl  parts :  one  relates  to  imprifonments  j  the  other, 
to  crimes  committed  abroad.  Here  Mr.  St.  John  read  the  1 2th 
claufe : 

"  1 2.  And  for  preventing  illegal  imprifonments  in  prifons  be- 
yond  ttie  feas,  be  it  further  cnadled  by  the  authorjty  aforefaid,  that 
nofubjedJ  of  this  realm  that  now  is,  or  hereafter  Ihall  be,  an  inha- 
bitant or  refiant  of  this  kingdom  of  England,  dominion  of  Wales, 
or  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  (hall  or  may  be  fent  prisoner  into 
Scotland,  Ireland,  Jerfey,  Gucrnfcy,  Tangie/,  or  into  parts,  garri- 
fons,  iflands,  or  places  beyond  the  feas,  which  are,  or  at  any  time 
hereafter  (hall  be,  within  or  without  the  dominion  of  His  Majefty, 
his  heirs  or  fucccffors ;  and  that  every  fuch  imprifpnment  is  hereby 
ena(5led  and  adjudged  to  be  illegal  ;  and  that  if  any  of  the  faid  fub- 
je&9  now  is,  or  hereafter  fhali  be,  fo  imprifoned,  every  fuch  pcrfon 
or  perfons  fo  imprifoned  (hall  and  may,  for  every  fuch  imprifon- 
ment,  maintain,  by  virtue  of  thi^  aft,  an  adlion  or  anions  of  falfc 
imprifonment,  in  any  of  His  Majcfty's  Courts  of  Record  againtl 
the  perfon  or  perfons  by  whom  he  or  (he  (hall  be  fo  committed,  de- 
tained, imprifoned,  fent  prifoner  or  tranfported,  contrary  to  the  true 
meaning  of  this  aft,  and  agai nil  all  or  any  perfon  or  perfons  tha;t 
(hall  frame,  contrive,  write,  feal,  or  counterfign  any  warrant  dr 
writing  for  fuch  commitment,  detainer,  imprifonment,  or  tranfpor- 
tation,  or  (hall  be  advifing,  aiding,  or  alTifting  in  the  fame,  or  any 
of  them  :  and  the  plaintiff  in  every  fuch  aflion  (hall  have  judgment 
to  recover  his  treble  cofts,  befides  damages,  which  damages  fo  to  bfe 
given  (hall  not  be  lefs  than  five  hundred  pounds :  in  which  aftion 
no  delay,  (lay,  or  (lop  of  proceeding  by  rule,"&c. 

The  remainder  of  (he  claufe,  faid  Mr.  St.  John,  I  need  not  read, 
bec^ufe  it  relates  only  to  the  penalties.  The  claufe  (lands  juft  as  it 
did  before  the  bill  was  paiTed,  for  nothing  in  the  bill  touches  it; 
and  therefore  with  regard  to  the  (ituation  in  which  thefe  gentlemen 
(land,  they  are  in  the  fame  (late  as  if  the  Sufpen(ion  Aft  had  never 
paiTed.  But  having  (lated  this  claufe,  it  will  be  neceffary  for  me 
to  dated  fubfequent  one — it  is  the  i6th. 

**.  16.  Provided  alfo,  that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  at  any  time 
re(iant  within  this  realm  (hall  have  committed  any  capital  offence 
in  Scotland  or  Ireland,  or  any  of  the  iflands  or  foreign  plantations 
of  the  King,  his  heirs  or  fucceffors,'  where  he  or  ihc  ought  to  bt 
tried  for  fuel)  offence,  fuch  perfon  or  gerfons  may  be  fent  to  fueh 
place,  there  to  jrcceixe  iuch  trial  in  fuch  manner  as  the  iame  might 
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have  been  ufcd  before  the  mftking  of  this  2l&.  ;  any  thing  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithftanding." 

I  (hall  endeavour  to  (hew,  under  this  and  the  former  claufe,  that 
His  Majcfty's  Secretary  of  Snte  has  violated  this  law.  I  will  (hew, 
not  only^hat  Mr.  Roger  O'Connor  had  committed  no  crime  in 
Ireland,  but  that  it  is  moially  and  phyfically  impoffible  that  he 
could  have  committed  that  for  which  he  was  apprehended.  To  (late 
this  matter  clearly  to  the  Houfe,  it  is  necclTary  that  I  (hould  go  back 
Xd  the  time  when  the  French  fleet  appeared  off  Bantry  Bay.  It  'is 
well  known  that  nothing  could  exceed  the  loyalty  difplayed  by  this 
part  of  Ireland  on  that  occalion.  Mr.  Roger  O'Connor,  who  had 
coniiderable  property  in  that  neighbourhood,  was  not  behind  hand  in 
.dfcmonftrating  his  attachment  to  the  conftitution  of  his  country,  and 
his  earneft  defire  to  defeat  the  intentions  of  the  enemy.  His  houfc 
lay  in  the  way  of  the  troops  on  their  march  to  Bantry  Bay,  where 
he  entertained  them  as  thciy  palTed,  and  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  facilitate  their  progrefs.  Indeed,  the  exertions  by  which 
he  v^as  diftingui(hed  in  this  ,way  were  fo  great,  that  they  fubjedled 
him  to  a  very  confiderable  expence.  The  Government  were  not 
infenfible  of  what  Mr.  O'Connor  had  done,  and  he  received  the 
thanks  of  the  Irifh  Minifter.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  he 
was  deltincd  to  fuflTer  perfecution  from  thofe  who  had  thus  thought 
proper  to  exprcfs  their  approbation  of  his  condud.  In  the  month 
of  April  following,  it  was  fuppofed  by  the  Government  of  Ireland, 
that  the  principles  of  the  United  Iriftimen  had  extended  themfelves 
through  a  great  portion  of  the  People.  Mr.  vRoger  O'Connor  wa« 
fufpedled  to  be  attached  to  them  ;  and,  to  avoid  fufpicion,  he  came 
to  England,  and  refided  here  until  the  month  of  June.  In  May  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  ifTued  a  proclamation,  promifing  par- 
don to  all  perfons  who  (hould  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  and  give 
fecurity  for  their  future  good  behaviour.  On  the  1 9th  of  June, 
Mr.  Rogdr  O^Connor  returned  to  Ireland,  and  availed  himfelf  of 
this  proclamatipn,  with  the  ternis  of  which  he  (tridtly  complied.  He 
was,  however,  apprehended,  utider  a  charge  of  high  treafon,  on  the 
lith  of  July^,  carried  to  Dublin,  and  examined  before  the  Privy 
Council.  On  that  occalion  Mr.  Felham  told  him,  that  he  was 
convinced  the  charge  which  had  been  made  againft.  hini  was  un- 
founded ;  and  Mr.  O'Connor  immediately  left  Dublin,  and  returned 
to  his  country- houfe.  While  he  lived  there,  the  AflTizes  happened 
at  Cork:  having  been,  as  moft  gentlemen  of  Ireland  are,  educated 
to  the  law,  he  attended  thefe  Aflizes  in  the  way  of  his  profelTion. 
It  happened,  fortunately  for  thofe  he  defended,  but  unfortunately  for 
If^  that  they  were  all  acquitted.     His  condud  on  this  occafioi; 
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had,  perhaps,  given  oiFence  to  the  Iri(h  Adminiflration  {^  for  he  was 
foon  after  apprehended  again  on  a  new  charge  of  treafon>  and  taken 
to  Dublin.  After  a  long  confinement  in  Cork  gaol,  it  is  well 
known  that  he  was  honourably  acquitted — fo  honourably,,  that  an 
honourable  gentleman,  who  is  now  abfent,  thought  proper  to  make 
it  the  fubje£t  of  eulogium  in  this  Houfe  ;  but  while  that  honourable 
gentleman  was  exerting  hit  eloquence  in  this  handfome  manner,  a 
warrant  was  made  out  for  apprehending  Mr.  O'Connor.  The  mo- 
ment he  was  acquitted,  ne  fet  off  in  the  greateA  hafte  for  this  coun^ 
try,  and  foon  reached  London.  The  caufe  of  this  eagemefs  ob«- 
vioufly  was  the  lituation  in  which  his  brother  was  placed.  The 
firfi  dep  he  took,  on  his  arrival  in  London,  was  to  write  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland.  Now,  furely,  it  cot^d  not  be  a  prefumption  of 
high  treafon,  that  a  man  writes  to  the  Secietary  of  State — A  perfon 
guilty  of  that  crime  would  mod  likely  endeavour  to  conceal  htmfelf 
with  the  greateft  care  from  the  Executive  Government,  He  was 
the  firft  perfon  who  informed  the  Duke  of  Portland  of  his  being  in 
London  ;  and  the  confequence  of  this  information  was,  that  an  order 
was  iflued  to  take  him  into  cuAody  once  more,  under  a  charge  of 
high  treafon.  I  am  told  he  remonftrated  with  the  noble  Duke- 
He  ftated  his  own  ill  ftate  of  health,  the  ill  health  of  a  child  whom 
he  had  not  fecn  for  a  long  time  before,  and  the  probability  that  he  ^ 
might  be  wanted  as  a  witnefs  on  his  brother's  trial.  Thefe  were 
remonftraoces  which  might  have  been  expected  to  have  had  fome 
weight— but  they  were  unavailing  ;  and  the  order  for  hi&  leaving 
London  was  made  out  on  the  fame  day.  Arrived  again  in  Dublin, 
an  interview  took  place  between  this  gentleman  and  Mr.  Cooke.  I 
beg  leave  to  call  the.  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  what  palled  on  this 
occafion ;  for,  if  my  information  be  correal,  as  I  believe  it  to  be, 
what  I  am  going  to  relate  is  of  very  great  confequence.  Mr. 
Cooke  diftin(5ily  dated  (and  Mr.  Cooke  mud  be  fuppofed  to  be 
fpeaking  the  fentimcnts  of  the  Irifti  Government),  that  Mr.  Roger 
O'Connor  was  an  innocent  man.  He  faid  **  We  have  no  charge 
againdyou;  you  wifti  to  live  in  England— that  is  our  widi  alio." 
Now,  if  thefe  fat^s  be  true,  have  I,  or  have  I  not,  made  out  Mr. 
Roger  O'Connor's  cafe  to  be  fuch  as  purs  the  Secretary  of  State  under 
the  neceffity  of  defending  himfelf  from  the  charge  of  having  violated 
the  claufeof  the  Habeas- Corpus  Ad  which  I  read  to  the  Houfe? 
Under  what  circumdances  was  the  Habeas- Corpus'  A&  paffcd  i  It 
is  well  known  that  it  was  always  the  pradice  of  thofe  Minide/s  who 
widied  to  poflefs  more  power  than  the  laws  and  the  Condi tution 
gave  them>  to  opprefs  thofe  they  fufpcded  would  oppofc  their  mca- 
fures.     It  was  frequently  their  pradice,  where  they  wiflie^  to  get 
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rid  of  particular  men,  to  fend  them  out  of  the  kingdom  under 
charges  of  trcafon.  ^  To  prevent  fuch  cnormitiesy  the  claufe  I 
have  quoted  was  paiTed  ;  aad  thofc  who  rccollecS  the  hiftorjr  of  the 
times  of  Charles  I.  and  II.  will  be  well  aware  of  the  dangers  whicji 
may  arife  frpm  its  violation.  But  to  return  to  Mr.  O'Connor :  he 
bad  hardly  received  this  aflFurance  from  Mr.  Cooke  when  there  came 
a  ^warrant  from  the  Englifti  Secretary  of  State  to  apprehend  him— ^s- 
40  apprehend  a  man  againft  whom  the  IriOi  Government  had  na 
enlarge  whatever !  I  know  it  may  be  faid  here,  that  if  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor  wanted  his  brother  to  be  a  witnefs,  this  f^ep  enabled  him 
1K>  i)btain  his  evidence ;  but  how  did  it  happen  that  this  idea  canne 
into  the  mind  of  ^k\t  Secretary  of  State  ?  It  was  evidently  becau& 
Mr.  Roger  O'Connor  had  Aated  that  he  would,. perhaps,  be  a  ma- 
terial witfiefs  oo  his  brother's  trial.  Thcfc  were  the  laft  words  he 
bad  ufed  before  he  was  Tent  off  from  England.  The  Secretary  of 
State  very  well  knew,  that  if  it  came  ocit  on  the  trial  that  he  had  fcnt 
him  off  to  Ireland  after  he  had  ftated  that  he  would  probably  be  a 
material  witnefs,  fuch  condud  would  have  been  confidcred  very 
cruel  and  unjuft  by  the  public.  Upon  due  rccoUed^ioo,  therefore, 
it  feems  it  was  thought  beft  to  bring  himback.  Being  brought  back 
in  this  manner,  he  remained  here  until  he  was  again  fent  to  Dublii^ 
by  the  warrant  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  company  with  his 
brother.  ** 

I  now  come  to  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor.  The  part 
he  took  in  the  Ifi(h  Parliament  is  too  notorious  to  require  any  de- 
fcription.  tt  is  well  known  that  he  made  a  celebrat^  fpeech*, 
irhich  attraded  mucht  public  attention.  He  afterwards  vacfated  his 
featy  and  offerOd  himfelf  as  a  candidate  at  the  next  general  elediion, 
'^pon  pure,  conAitutional  and  independent  principles.  In  confe- 
Quenoc  of  his  firm  oppofition  to  the  mcafures  of  the  Irifli  Govcrn- 
inonty  he  becanr^  an  objed  of  their  fofpiqion,  and  was  fubje<Sled  to 
a  very  rigorous  imprifonment.  It  cam«  out  upon  the  trial  at  Maid- 
Aonei  that  he  was  twice  fired  at  in  gaol  by  a  fentincl,  and  that 
afterwards  he  never  dared  to  go  to  the  window  of  his  dungeon ; 
yet^  notwithfbinding  this  fevere  treatment,  be  was  at  length  fuffercd 
to  go  forth  .an  innocent  man.  The  doors  of  his  dungeon  were 
thrown  open,  after  he  had  fufferpd  an  illegal  imprifonment  for  fix 
or  feven  months.  I  fay,  illejgal,  becaufe  no  man  can  confidcr  fuch 
an  imprifonment  followed  by  no  trial  in  any  other  light.  Upon 
/being  difcharged  from  prifon,  he  remained  for  fomctimein  Dublin, 
from  which  became  to  Loindon.  The  circumllanccs>that  attended 
his  appreheniion  and  trial  in  this  country  are  well  ki)own  to  the 
Houfci  and  I  need  not  recapitulate  them,    llisifcquittal  had  fcarcely 
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bfcn  ahnouhced,  ^hen  he  was  apprehendied  on  a  wanrant  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  fcnt  to  Ireland.  Now  let  it  b«  fuppofed» 
that  all  I  have  flated  to  the  Houfe  is  i^riAly  true  (and  I  am  confi- 
dent that,  upon  inquiry,  it  will  be  found  to  be  fo)— if  it  appear  that 
the  1 2th  daufe  of  the  a£t  of  Habeas  Corpus  has  been  violated  in 
thepeHbnsof  thefe  gentlemen,  and  that  the  i6th  claufe  certainly 
cannot  apply  to  Mr,  Roger  O'Connor,  I  (hall,  under  thefe  circum- 
dances,  be  warranted  in  maintaining,  that  the  AdminiflPration  which 
coramits  fucb  a£ls  is  not  influenced  by  the  fpirit  of  juftice,  but  by 
the  worA  of  paflions.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  faid,  that  it  is  as  com- 
petent for  Government  to  lodge  a  detainer  on  high  treafon  as  any 
other  profecution  in  cafes  of  felony.  This  right  I  do  not  pretend 
to  difpute  \  but  is  it  not  ibmething  remarkable,  that  there  is  no  in- 
fiance  of  this  right  having  been  exercifed  from  the  date  at  which  the 
flatute  of  Edward  the  Third  was  paffed  down  to  the  prefent  times  i 
a  period  of  four  hundred  years.  When  I  look  with  a  fufpiciout 
eye  at  fuch  a  tranfedion  on  the  part  of  Government,  I  feel  that 
fufpicion  upon  the  principles  of  our  Conftitution  and  the  laws  of 
trcafon.  There  is  ofte  cafe  only  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country^ 
which  bears  any  refemblance  to  the  prefent,  and  that  is  Lord  Staf- 
ford's.. When  the  Commons  impeached  that  nobleman,  they  failed 
to  convince  the  Lords  of  his  criminality,  and  there  was  no  verdtd  ; 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  did  not  pronounce  Not  Guilty^^hut  Not  Guilty 
was  pronounced  at  Maidflone.  Having  failed  in  their  firft  attenrvpf, 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  made  the  pretence  of  difcovering  anothicr 
fcrap  <X  treafon,  and  brought  in  d  bill  of  attainder,  imder  which 
Lord  Stafford  was  convi^ed.  This  is  the  only  cafe  which  can  be. 
refprted  to  by  Adminiftration  as  a  precedent.  Will. any  man  then? 
fay  that  there  is  not  much  caufe  for  alarm  when  we  fee  fuch  a 
change  taking  place,  fuch  a  bold  deviation  from  the  mild  practice  of 
our  anceftors?  That  which  was  never  done  by  Henry  VHI«*-that. 
which  was  never  done  by  Charles  I. — that  which  was  never  done 
by  Charles  IL  nor  by  James  IL— that  which  was  not  done  i»thc'. 
fanguinary  periods  of  17 15  and  1745 — that  which  was  never 
thought  of  during  any  rebellion  that  ever  happened  in  this  country «-• 
that  which  was  not  done  xxi  the  American  war-— that  which  pever 
was  ddnfc  at  any  former  period  of  our  hiftory.  His  Majefly's  Minif- . 
ters  have  now  thought  proper  to  do.  Notwithftanding  the  light  in 
which  I  view  Ihis  tt^rtfadlion,  I  do  not  mean  to  move  for  any  cen- 
fure  on  the  noble  Duke  :  all  I  afk  is,  a  parliamentary  inquiry  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  warrant  under  which  Mr.  O'Connor  was  appre- 
hended. The  queQion  is  of  the  firft  importance;  for  there  ir 
nothmgire  ought  to-be  more  jealous  of  than  any  infringement  upon 
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the  liberty  of  the  fubjcft.  Let  us  recolledt  the  ftruggles  that  were 
made  by  our  anceftors  to  eftablith  the  rights  their  pufterity  have  en- 
joyed. Englilh  liberty  may  be  dated  from  the  figning  of  Magna 
Charta  ;  but  it  was  afterwards  better  defined  and  more  completely 
fecured  by  aits  of  Parliament.  We  know  the  defire  of  infringing 
the  liberties  of  the  people  which  was  tedificd  by  Charles  L  and 
James  IL  created  a  jcaloufy  of  liberty  in  the  people  in  proportion  to 
the  effori(s  thofe  Monarchs.  made  to  deftroy  it,  whijh  led  to  great 
convulfions  in  the  State,  '  The  petition  of  rights  claimed  what  is 
contained  in  ;he  i  2th  claufe  of  the  Habeas^Corpus  A6t  ;  and  the 
i^6th  of  Charles  L,  I  think,  contained  a  fimilar  [.rovifion  ;  but  the 
unwife  policy  which  direfted  the  councils  of  th:U  unhappy  Monarch 
did  not  fuffer  the  law  to  operate.  The  confequence  was,  that  the 
grand  rebellion  fuccceded.  Charles  L  afccndcd  the  fcaffold;  and 
after  many  changes  and  much  bloodflied,  Charles  IL  was  reilorcd. 
There  was  ftill  wanting  fomething  to  fix  more  precifdy  the  liberty 
of  the  fubjeift  with  regard  to  the  quftion  now  before  us;  and  I  think 
it  was  owing  to  a  fpeech  made  in  Guildhall,  by  a  perfon  of  the  name 
of  Jenks,  that  we  arc  indebted  for  the  law  a»  it  now  ftands.  Ty- 
rannical Miniders  are  never  at  a  lofs  to  find  proper  initrumenrs 
for  their  profeffions.  Jenks  was  imprifoncd  on  account  of  this 
fpeech ;  and  Lord  Nottingham  refufed  tp  ifiue  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  in  the  vacation  lime.  To  this  circumftance  we  owe  the 
-prefeat  a£t.  Though  an  individual  only  (hould  fuffer,  the-Houfe 
ought  not  to  be  the  lefs  jealous  of  the  a6l  pf  the  Crown.  When 
Hampden  refifted  the  payment  of  Ihip- money,  every  inhabitant  of 
England  relifted  in  him.  If  thefe  two  gentlen>en  are  apprehended 
upon  the  falfe  ftatement  of  having  committed  a  crime  againft  the 
State^  and  tranfported  to  Ireland,  what  has  happened  to  them  may 
happen  to  any  of  us  :  but,  fuppofe  there  were  in  their  cafefome  fuf- 
picious  circumfiances,  calculated  to  give  a  colour  to  the  tranfadion, 
the  dangerous  corifequences  of  permitting  fuch  a  praSice  to  pafs  with- 
out inquiry  would  be  the  fame:  for  what  perfons  would  Government 
firft  feled  in  order  to  begin  to  infringe  the  rights  of  the  people? 
They  would  feleft  thofe  againft  whom  there  might  be  fome  d^c 
of  public  prejudice  ;  and  having  got  a  precedent,  they  would  then 
apply  the  maxim  generally  as  they  pleafed.  I  am  fure  if  I  fail  in 
impreffing  the  injuftice  of  this  cafe  on.the.Houfe,  it  is  not  becaufe 
thefe  general  arguments  are  not  true ;  they  mull  be  felt  and  ad- 
mitted by  every  one.    ^ 

I  was  aiked  the  other  day,  what  were  the  motions  I  intended  to 

if^ake  ?     I  have  now  no  hefitation  in  dating  them..     I  (hall  UtA 

ovc  for  a  sppy  of  the  warrant  under  which  Mr.  Roger  O'Connor 
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was  arrcilcd.  I  will  follow  that  by  a  fimilar  motion  with  regard 
to  his  brother.  Should  I  be  fuccefsful  in  thefe  motions,  I  will  next 
move  for  cxtra£ls  of  all  communications  from  Lord  Camden  to  His 
Majefty*s  Minifters,  containing  charges  of  treafon  againft  Roger  and 
Arthur  O'Connor — I  mean,  of  xourfe,  only  fuch  cxtradls  as  may 
fafely  be  publifhed.  This  will  bring  the  point  directly  to  an  iffue 
between  us.  If  no  charges  of  treafon  can  be  produced,  the  whole 
affair  is  undoubtedly  illegal,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  would  be 
liable  to  the  penalties  which  the  law  infiidls  in  fuch  cafes. —  I  fhall 
not  take  up  any  more  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe  but  in  moving, 
"  That  copies  of  all  warrants  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  for  appre- 
hending Roger  0>  Connor ^  Efq.  for  fending  him  \o  Ireland ^  or  for 
bringing  the  fa  id  Roger  0' Connor  y  Efq.  from  Ireland  to  England y  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe."  * 

Mr.  SHERID'AN  feconded  the  motion. 

After  Mr.  Speaker  had  read  the  motion, 

Mr.  ST.  JOHN  rofeand  faid,  he  had  omitted  to  ftate  that  It  was 
his  intention,  if  fuccefsful  in  thi/s  motion,  to  move,  in  addition  to. 
what  he  had  mentioned  before,' for  copies  of  all  informations  on  oath  • 
of  high  treafon  madti  againft  Melfrs.  O'Connor. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  the  obfervations  he  had 
to  make  would  not  lead  him  to  trefpafs  long*  upon  the  atteiuion  of 
the  Houfe  ;  it  required  but  little  time  to  anfwcr  the  arguments  ufcd 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  or  to  ftate  the  grounds  upon  which  he 
fhould  give  his  moft  decided  negative  to  this  motion.  The  funplc 
ground  u^x)n  which  he  oppofed  it  was,  becaufe  he  thought  that  it  v/as 
a  motion  of  all  t)thers  the  moft  hoflile  to  the  interefts  of  juitice,  and 
the  moft  inconiiftent  with  the  interefts  of  thofe  perfons  in  whofe  be- 
half the  motion  was  ftated  to  have  been  made  In  difcufllng  this? 
queftion,  he  wiftied  to  take  it  up  on  general  principles,  and  not  to 
enter  into  an  inv^eftigation  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  perfons  alluded 
to.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  termed  thofe  two  perfons,  un-  ' 
fortunate,  innocent,  and  refpe<flable,  perfons  ;  he  did  not  mean  to 
difcufs  the  queftion,  whether  or  not  they  were  entitled  to  thofe  epi- 
thets, bfecaufe  it  was  a  fubjed  wholly  foreign  to  the  fubjeft  before 
the  Houfe.  Of  one  of  thofe  gentlemen  he  knew  nothing  ;  pf  the 
other  it  was  not  fit  that  he  (hould  fay  any  thing,  except  that  in  his 
official  capacity  he  had  profecuted  him  for  high  treafon,  and  that  , 
upon  an  examination  of  the  cafe,  the  Jury  faid  he  was  nor  guilty. 
The  circumftances  attending  that  trial  were  before  the  country,  and 
every  man  might  make  his  own  obfervations  upon  it:  for  his  own 
part  he  (hould  not  make  any.  Having  declined  making  any  com- 
ments upon  the  triali  he  (hould  now  ftate  a  few  fa6ts  which  he 
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thought  it  ncceffary  to  ftate,  in  order  that  they  might  arrive  at  a  cor- 
rc£l  conclufion.  Arthur  O'Connor,  one  of  the  perfons  to  whom  this 
motion  alluded,  had,  it  appeared,  been  tried  in  a  certain  county  of 
Great  Britain,  for  a  certain  offence  charged  to  have  been  committed 
in  Great  Britain.  At  the  corfclufion  of  that  trial,  however,  in  which 
he  was  acquitted,  he  wa^  apprehended  again  upon  a  warrant,  for  the 
ifluing  of  which. he  was  bound  to  fuppofc  there  was  fufBcient  rea- 
fon.   He  appi'ehended  that  it  was  impoffible  for  any  perfon  to  deny,  ' 
that  if  there  cxifted  any  ground  for  apprehertding  Mr.  O'Connor, 
and  for  fending  him  to  Ireland,  that  he  might  legally  be  apprehended 
and  fent  to  Ireland.      It  appeared  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had 
apprehended  Mr.  O'Connor,  and  fent  him  to  Ireland,  and  prima 
fficie  he  was  bound  to  fuppofc,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  afled 
right.     With  rcfpeft  to  Mr.  Roger  O'Connor,  he  (hould  only  fay- 
that,  either  having  been  acquitted,  or  never  having  been  accufcd  (it 
made  no  difference  in  the  argument),  he  was  in  point  of  fad  in  this 
kingdom,  and  was  arrefted  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  the  Sccre- 
.  tary  of 'State,  and  fent  into  Ireland^     Upon  this  fafl  he  (hould  only 
obferve,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  could  not  iffue  a  warrant  for  the 
apprehenfion'  of  any  perfon   unlefs  there  was  fome  charge  made 
againft  him.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  made  fome  obferva- 
tions  upon  the  Habeas-corpus  Ad,  and  had  paffed  many  eulogiums 
upon  it ;  no  man  could  agree  more  heartily  than  he  did  in  fctting  a 
high  value  upon  that  ad,  but  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  cafe  of 
the  two  gentlemen  in^queftion.     He  thought  it  a  moft  important 
circumflance,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  able -to  prove 
that  the  Wll  which  had  lately  paffed  for  fuf pending   in  part  xht 
Habeas- corpus  Ad,  did  not  apply  to  the  cafe  of  the  Mcffrs.  O'Con- 
nors ;  becaufe,  during  the  whole  time  thofe  two   perfon^p  were  in 
England,  they  had  not  thought  proper  to  apply  for  a  writ  of  Habea& 
Corpus.     They  might,  by  applying  for  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
bave  had  the  legality  of  their  detention  inquired  into  by  a  Court  of 
Law,  which  was  the  [woper  place  to  difcufs  this  queftion.     This 
meafure  cither  was  not  thought  of  by  thofe  gcntletnen  and  their 
friends,- or  elfe  they  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  legal  ground 
fer  making  it ;  for  in  point  of  fad,  no  fuch  application  was  made. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded  to  that  part  of  the  ad  which 
relates  to  fending  perfons  beyond  the  feas  ;  but  he  wa^  fure  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  good  fenfe  would,  upon  a  little  refiedbn,  tonr- 
vince  him  that  he  had  not  read  the  ad  corredly.     The  claufe  he 
,  alluded  to  was  one  which  impofed  the  heavieft  penialties  upon  every 
perfon  who  ftiall  fend  a  fubjed  of  this  country  into  any  foreign* 
tTy  ;  and  yet^  though  the  punifhment  to  be  inflided  upon  ^  the 


JuNB  11.3  DEBATES.      *  363 

perfon  fo  offending  is  iey«re  to  an  uncommon  degree,  the  honoura- 
able  gentlennan  thought  he  ^as  doing  juAice  Tvhcn  he  called  upon 
Parliannent  to  fay  that  the  Secretary  of  State  was  involved  in  all  the 
confequ^nces  of  a /r/;num>#,  without  giving  him  th£  benefit  which 
belonged  to  every  fubjed^,  of  having  his  cafe  examined  and  decided 
upon  by  a  Court  of  JuAice,  and  a  Jury.  If  any  perfon  entrufted 
with  great  power  fliould  mifcondudt  himfelf,  and  a(ft  oppreflively 
and  unjuftly^  ought  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  try  him  ?  Certainly 
not ;  that  was  the  province  of  a  Court  of  Juftice.  If.  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  faid  that  he  intended  to  impeach  the  Secretary 
of  State,  then,  indeed,  his  condu£t  would  have  been  intelligible ; 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  had  expreded  no  fuch  ihtentipn  ;  his 
objed  was  to  make  the  proceeding  of  that  Houfe  a  kind  of  auxiliary 
to  his  defirc  of  involving  the  Secretary  in  the  penalties  of  a  premu- 
nire,  The  honourable  gentleman  had  dated,  that  the  Habeas- 
corpus  A(S  only  permitted  pcrfons  to  be  fent  to  any  other  ci)untry, 
I  .  in  cafes  where  they  had  committed  a  capital  crime  in  that  country. 

The  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  lay  confiderable  ftrcfs  upon 
the  word  committed^  as  if  it  was  neceffary  that  the  Magiftrate  who 
fent  a  perfon  out  of  this  country  to  Ireland,  or  to  any  other  place, 
was  bound  to  Know  that  the  perfon  he  fo  fent  was  legally  guilty*. 
vThis  certainly  was  a  mifapprehenfion  of  an  adi,  the  objedt  of  which 
..  was  to  adminider  jufttcc  to  individuals,  and  at  tlje  fame  time  to  fe- 
cure  the  fair  adminiftration  of  juftice.  The  honourable  gentleman 
mull  know,  that  a  man  might  be  taken  up  for  an  offence  of  which 
he  might  iafterwards  appear  to  be^not  guilty,  becaufe  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  the  perfon  who  iflued  a  warrant  for  the  apprehenfion  of 
any  individual,  to  afcertain  whether  he  would  be  ultimately  con- 
victed or  not.  It  was  on  ihis  conftrudipn  that  this  part  of  the 
datute  had  always  be<n  afled  upon.  It  had  niever  been  underftood, 
'  that  if  a  Secretary  of  State  had  fent  a  perfon  to  Ireland  upon  a 
cliarge  of  a  capital  offence,  and  that  upon  a  trial  he  was  acquitted^ 
that  that  conftituted  a  ground  of  charge  againft  that  Secretary.  If 
this  was  once  laid  down  as  law,  the  confequence  would  be,  that  the 
Magiftrate  in  this  country  nwft  take  upon  himfelf  the  ofHce  of  Judge 
and  Jury,  and  his  fending  a  p^fon  out  of  the  country  would  abfo- 
lytely  be  a  conviiSlion  by  anticipation.  If  a  Secretary  of  State  had 
that  fpecies  of  evidence  laid  before  him  wliich  would  warrant  him 
in  faying  a  perfon  (lands  charged  with  fuch  an  offence,  that,  he  ap* 
prehended,  was  quite  fufHcient.  It  appeared  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
tliat  one  of  the  greateft  Magiftrates  in  this  country  had^  fent  Mr.  A, 
and  Mr.  R.  0*Connor  over  to  Ireland.  The  warrants  u«dcr  which 
they  were  fent  might  have  been  qucftioncd  at  the  time,  if  thofe  gc**- 
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tlemen  had  been  advifed  by  their  counfel  to  queftion  their  legality. 
He  had  a  right,  in  the^rft  inftance,  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  the 
condudt  of  the  Magiftrate  was  legal,  and  it  remained  with  the  gcn-^ 
tlemen  on  the  other  fide  to  prove  the  contrary.  But  allowing,  for 
the  fake  of  argument,  that  the  condudt  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  illegal,  even  then  he  fhould  contend  that  the  motion  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was  neither  confident  with  the  adminiftration 
of  public  juftice,  nor  with  the  interefts  of  the  perfons  in  whofe  be- 
half it  was  ftated  to  be  made.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
fpoken  of  the  probability  of  Mn^Arthur  O'Connor  being  tried 
again  in  Ireland  ;  but  this  was  a  point  upon  which  the  honourable 
•gentleman  could  not  fpcak  with  any  degree  of  prccifion,  becaufc  they 
did  not  yet  know  what  was  the  nature  of  the  offence,  with  which  he 
was  charged.  But  if  it  appeared  that  he  was  fent  to  Ireland  under 
a  proper  warrant,  and  charged  with  an  offence  which  juftified  the 
iffuing  of  fuch  a  warrant,  then  he  apprehended  that  no  doubt  could 
be  entertained  of  the  legality  of  the  meafure.  Was  there  any  thing 
more  familiar  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  this  country^  than 
for  a  perfpn  to  be  tried  in  one  country,  and  then  fent  to  be  tried  for 
another  offence  in  another  country  r  He  recollcded  the  cafe  of  a  man 
who  was  chJtrged  with  an  offence  for  which  he  might  have  been  tried 
ip  every  county  between  London  and  Bath.  The  offence  with 
which  he  was  charged  was  robbing  a  mail  ;  he  was  a  paffenger  in 
the  mail  coach,  and  it  was  uncertain  in  what  county  he  had  com- 
mitted  the- robbery  —  in  point  of  fact,  he  believed  he  was  tried  in 
two  or  three  counties.  In  cafes  of  indidlment  for  high  treafon,  it 
was  neceffary  to  prove  the  overt  act-  of  treafon  in  the  county  in  which 
it  was  dated  in  the  indidrrttnt  to  have  been  committed.  Suppofc 
a  man  was  charged  with  corripaffmg  and  imagining  the  King's  death 
in  the  county  of  York  :  on  the  trial  of  that  ^aufe,  the  evidence  on 
the  part  of  the  Cvown  might  fail  in  proving  the  overt  adi  in  the 
county -of  York,  but  they  might  prove  that  it  was  committed  in  the 
adjacent  county.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  the  Court  would  feel  no  difficulty  ; 
the  Judge,  of  courfe  would  fay  to  the  Jury,  You  muft  acquit  the 
prifoner  of  this  indidtment  becaufe  the  offenCe  was  not'  proved  to 
have  l>een  committed  in  this  county  ;  but  the  prifoner  will  be  fent 
to  take  his  trial  in  the  county  to  which  the  evidence  will  apply. 
This  was  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  inflahce.  The  gentlemen  in  qucf- 
tion'had  been  fcnr  ONcr  to  Ireland  to  take  their  trial  in  the  country 
where  they  were  charged  with  having  committed  th^  offence.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had,  in  the  «.ourfe  of  his  fpeech,  entered  much 
at  large  into  the  merits  of  Mr.  R.  O'Connor.  Tl.e  honourable  gen- 
T  could  not,  he  was  filrc,  be  aware  of  the  qcnfequcnce  of  thk 
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mode  of  proceeding.  W|iat  would  the  honourable  gentleman  fay,  if  he 
(the  Attorney  General)  were' to  enter  into  an  argument  to  .prove, 
that  thefe  panegyrics  upon  thofe  gentlemen  were  wholly  unfounded  ? 
He  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  honourable  gentleman  a6led  upon  the 
pureft  motives ;  but  he  muft  perceive  that  it  was  not  proper  to  ad- 
vance topics  on  one  fide,  which  it  would  be  neither  confident  with 
juftice  nor  humanity  to  enforce  on  the  other.  An  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Ticrney),  who  fat  next  the  honourable  mover,  had,  in  a 
manner  very  honourable  lo  himfelf,  previous  to  the  trials,  avoided 
all  obfervations  in^hich  related  to  them,  or  were  in  any  mannejr  con- 
nc6led  with  them.  That  honourable  gentleman  muft  recolleft',, 
that  when  he  called  for  th^  produdlion  of  letters  on  one  fide,  jufl:ice 
required  that  thofe  on  the  other  (idc  ought  alfo  to  be  produced.  It 
made  no  difference  whether  the  warrant  was  legal  or  not;  ftill  if  the 
inquiry  was  ordered,  it  would  be  neceflfary  to  publifh  not  only  the 
charge  againft  thofe  perfons,  but  all  the  .particulars  of  it,  and  the 
evidence  by  which  it  was  to  be  fupportcd. 

He  would  appeal  to  any  fair,  candid  man,  whether  fuch  a  difclo- 
fure  could  be  made  confiftently  with  the  interefts  of  the  perfons  who 
were  to  be  tried ;  becaufe^  while  they  were  nominally  trying  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  fuppofed  mifcondud,  they  would  in  fa6t  be 
trj'ing  the  Meffrs.  O'Connors  at  a  tinie  and  place  where  they  would 
have  no  means  of  defending  themfelves.  This  would  neither  be 
confiftent  with  humanity  to  the  individuals,  .nor- with  the  due  ad- 
minifiration  of  public  juftice.  IJpon  thefe  grounds  he  fel^  himfelf 
bound  to  oppofe  a  motion  which  he  conceived  equally  unjuft  to  the 
'Secretary  of  State  who  was  accufed,  to  the  individuals  on  whofe  be- 
half it  was  made,  and  alfo  inconfiflent  with  public  juftice.  ButiA 
ftying  this,  he  by  no  means  meant  to  fay,  that  though  this  was  not 
the  proper  feafon  for  their  difcuflTion  of  this  queftion,  that  a  time 
would  not  ^ome  in  which  it  might  be  inveftigated.  All  he  meant 
to  contend^  ^vas,  that  at  prefent  he  faw  no  ground  laid  to  induce 
him  to  agree  vyith  the  prefent  motion. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  was  very  ready  to  applaud  the  liberal  nnanner 
in  which  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  feemed  difpofed  to 
tr^at  perfons  under  the  delicate  circumftanccs  in  which  the  gentle- 
men, who  were  the  objects  of  the  prefent  motion,  were  now  placed. 
The  learned  gentleman  had  very  forciblyand  very  properly  ftated 
how  materially  it  might  injure  fuch  perfons,  prematurely  to  Jirciofe 
the  evidence  that  might  be  brought  forward  on  their  trials.  But 
though  he  was  ready  to  reprobate  any  meafure  that  he  perceived  had 
this  tendency,  yet,  if  he  rightly  underftood  the  drift  of  the  prefent 
motion,  he  felt  no  hefitation  in  giving  it  his  fu()port ;  it  was  merely 
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his  obje£i  to  inquire  how  far  the  condud  of  the  Sccretar)^  of  State 
vas  confift^m  with  the  law  of  England  ^  to  this  poiQt  only  he  waa- 
eager  to  confine  the  queilion ;  and  when  Hept  to  this  narrow  ground* 
there  would  be  no  danger  of  digreflfing  into  dtfeuflions  of  an  impro- 
per nature.     He  was  particularly  defirous  of  feeing  how  far  th^ 
Secretary  of  State's  condud  accorded  with  the  provifo  of  the  i6th 
claufe  of  the  bill  already  alluded  to  ;  if  the  ofi^nce,  and  that  of  a 
capital  nature,  was  committed  in  Ireland,  then  no  one  could  con- 
tend the  propriety  of  fending  them  thither.     But  he  wiibed  to  fe? 
whether  it  was  clearly  made  out  that  fuch  ofience  hzi  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  the  charge  had  been  fubflantiated  upon  oath  pre- 
vious to  the  ifluing  of  the  warrant ;  if  fuch  were  the  cafe,  he  for 
one  would  not  impugn  the  legality  of  the  noble  Secretary's  condu£l« 
But  of  this  he  had  much  reafpn  to  doubt ;  if,  however,  it  was 
proved  that  a  legal  charge  was  preferred  upon  oath  either  in  Eng- 
-  land  or  Ireland,  then  he  had  no  more  to  fay,  nor  would  he  believe 
his  honourable  friend  would  then  perfitl  irt  his  motion.      But  how 
did  the  cafe  now  ftand  ?     How  could  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  or  his 
brother  take  any  legal  fteps  to  procure  redrefs  r     He  made  a  direft 
application  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  know  upon  what 
grounds  he  were  again  afrefted,  but  the  only  anfyver  be  received  wa&- 
a  peremptory  order  to  the  meffenger  to  carry  him  off  to  Ireland,^ 
where  his  Grace  was  pleafed  to  fay,   that  Mr.  O'Connor  fiand$ 
charged  of  high  trcafon.     The  fatisfad)ion  which   he  afked  might 
furely  be  given  jnithout  ^ny  detriment  to  public  jufticc,  or  to  the 
caufe  of  the  gentleman  whofe  fufFerings  he  could  not  lust  lament ; 
it  only  went  to  afcertain  whether  there  was  information  given  upon 
oath  againft  them.     A  direct  anfwer  to  this  queAion  would  ftop  his 
mouth,  and  not  bar  them  from   bringing  thdr  a<Slipn  hereafter 
againft  the  Secretary  of  State.     Both  points  might  be  made  to  ac- 
cord and  proceed  very  well— the  Houfc  of  Comnx^ns  ^ight  now. 
evince  their  anxiety  for  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeS,  and  any  future 
aflion  againft  the  Duke  of  Portland  may  ftiM  go  on.     He  wifticd 
to  know  if  this  was  unreafonablc— if,  after  the  trial  at  Maidftone, 
Mr.  O'Connor  was  not   allowed  to  confult  with  his  counfel,  is  it 
pofTible  that  he  (hall  now  be  able  totranfmit  his  inftrud^ions  from 
Ireland  ;  and,  if  chance  (hpuld  place  him  under  the  guard  of  the 
fame  fentinel,  is  it  very  likely  that  he  is  to  cfcape  his.  aim  another 
time  ?     At  all  times  we  ought  to  (hew  our  jeatoufy  ip  attending  to 
the  conduct  of^  a  Secretary  of  State.     His  fituation  differed  widely 
from  that  of  a  Magiftrate-r-He  was  fubje<^.  to  the  Crown,  artd 
ipight  naturally  be  fufpedled  of  obfequious  fubmiflBon  to  the  will  and 
-^kafure  of  the  Crown.     The  Houfc  (l^ouW  alfq  attend  to  the  dif- 
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fereat  fituation  in  which  Mr.  O'Connor  now  flood :  he  was  not 
now  to  be  tried  bjr  an  EngU(b  but  an  Iri(h  Jury,  perhaps  not  hj  z 
Jury  at  all,  but  by  martial  law,  which  pronounced  not  only  on  fa6t^ 
bat  from  mere  fufpicion.     But  on  this  fubjeS  he  would  not  now 
provoke  dtfcuflion ;  all  he  would  advert  to  was,  the  relative  (itua- 
uon  of  the  two  countries  as  to  the  treatnnent  of  prifoners.     By  an 
adt  paflfed  in   Ireland,- a  man  maybe  apprehended  without  any 
charge,  but  only  at  the  pleafure  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  apd  con* 
fined  without  any  reafon  during  all  the  time  the  war  may  laft — he 
by  no  means  fufpe^ed  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  prefent  Mini Aers  ; 
but  the  time  might  come  wh^n,  by  a  juggle  between  the  two  Go- 
vernments, no  man's  life  flioiild  be  fafe.     Should  Miniflers  have 
any  troublcfome  man  to  thwart  them  here,   their  Irifli  colleagues 
would  have  only  to  fay,  tranfport  him  over  to  us,  and,  you  (hall 
never  again  be  troubled  with  him  ;  if  no  charge  of  treafon  or  fufpi* 
cion  of  trcafon,  has  been  fubftantiated  againft  the  O'Connors,  thejr 
fituation  is  melancholy  indeed,  and  may  perhaps  be  the  fituation  of 
a  few  who  now  he^rd  him.     He  would  now  put  it  to  the  friends 
of  the  noble  Duke,  if^  what  he  afked  for,  was  not  neceffary  for  the 
vindication  of  the  noble  Duke's  charader  ?  and  in  afking  this,  he 
a&ed  for  no  papers  that  could  obftrudt  the  caufe  of  juftice,  or  pre- 
judice a  Jury— a  compliance  with  that  rcqucft  would  fatisfy  him  ; 
but  if  it  vms  refufed,  and  that  it  appeared  hereafter  that  the  charge 
recited  in  the  warrants  had  not  been  fubftantiated  upon  oath,  as  he 
apprehended  waa  the  cafe,  then  he  ftood  pledged  to  impeach  the 
Duke  of  Portland. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  conceived,  that  in  point  of  law,  the  prifoners 
might  cither  be  tried  in  England  or  in  Ireland  ;  and  if  he  was  cor- 
rcft  in  that  opinion,  he  wiftied  to  know  why  they  were  fent  to 
Ireland  ? 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  he  (hould  trouble  the 
Houfe  with  a  very  few  words  againi^  the  prefent  motion.  The 
fimple  queftion  was,  whether  the  Duke  of  Portland  had  or  had 
not  a£)ed  legally  in  iffuing  thofe  warrants  ?  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  made  this  motion  had  laid  down  a  principle  which  he 
was  fure,  upoh  recollc£lion,  he  would  not  perfiii  in,  viz.  that  in 
cafes  of  trcafon,  MagiArates  ought  always  to  be  fufpefled ;  and 
upon  »this  principle  the  honourable  gentleman  had  prefumed  that 
the  Duke  of  Portland  had  not  adied  legally.  Now  both  from  the 
priodple  and  the  faQs  he  drew  a  different  conclufion.  Every  Ma- 
giftrate  in  this  country  had  a  right  to  be  fuppofcd  innocent  until  he 
was  pit}Ted  to  have  a£led  illegally.  'As  to  the  firtl  queftion,  viz. 
whether  the  Duke  of  Portland  could  or  .could  not  legally  iffue  thcfe 
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warrants,  in  order  to  convey  thefe  perfons  to  Irelaind  ;  upon  this 
point  he  had  not  heard  any  ferious  doubt  ftatcd.   If,  then,  the  quef- 

^    tion  of  law  was  admitted,  the  only  point  to  be  afcertaincd  was  the 
Ifad^.      The  honourable  gentleman  had   afked,  whether  the    Duke 
of  Portland  had  any  ground  tojufti^hira  in  iffuing  thefe  warrants: 
With  rcfped  to  this  facl,  he  fhould  conceive  himfclf  bound  not  to 
give  any  anfwer,  even  if  he  was  informed  upon  the  fubje<5t.      The 
Duke  of  Portland  had   exercifed  the  power  intruded  to  him,  like 
every  other  Magiftrate,  with  the  refponfibility  annexed  to  his  fitua- 
tion.      If  he  had  mifcondudied  himfelf,  he  might  be  called  to  ac- 
count.    It  would  by  no  means  become  him,  or  any  other  individual, 
to  decide  upon  thcxondud^  of  a  Magiftrate  in  whom  fuch  an  im- 
portant trtift  was  confided,  and  who  was  amenable  to  the  juftice  of 
his  country".      Bcfides,  it  would  be  highly  improper  in  another  point 
df  view,  to  a'lmit  of  the  declaration  of  individuals;  for  if  the  Duke 
of  Portfand  was  really  guilty  of  the  charge  brought  againft  him,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ought  not  to  fuffer  it  to  be  paffed  over  in  (o 
flight  a  manner — they  ought  to  inveftigate  it  fully.     But  at  prefcnt 
it  was  impoflible  to  enter  info  ap  inveftigationW  thife  fubje<5^  with- 
out difcuffing  the  cafes  of  the  two  gentlemen  previous  tp  the  trial, 

..  the  impropriety  of  which  was  too  obvious  to  require  any  a^rgument. 

^  Taking  this  cafe  in  a  prima  facie  point  of  view,  he  contended  that 
th^yhad  a  right'to  prefume  that  the  Magiftrate  had  a6ted  legally. 
One  very  ftrong  ground  for  that  prefuroption  v^as,  that  one  of  the 
perfons  accufed  was  told  by  the  Judge  by  whom  he  was  tried,  that 
if  he  doubted  the  legality  of  the  warrant  by  which  he  was  appre- 
l|en<Jed,  he  might  apply  fi)r  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.  Neither  of 
them  had  taken  any  fuch  ftep,  or  had  evinced  in  any  manner  a  dif- 
pofition  to  queftion  the  legality  of  the  arreft  in  a  Court  of  Law  ; 
would  it  then  be  right  for  the  Houfe  to  take  this  ftep,  merely  be- 
caufe  art  honourable  gentleman  had  ftatcd,  that  he  entertained  fufpi- 
ci9ns  Upon  the  fubjed,  when  the  parties  themfelves  had  tacitly  ac- 
knbwledged  its  legality  ?  Certainly  not ;  and  upon  thefe  grounds 
he;(hould  give  his  rtegaiive  to  the  motion. 

^Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  in  what  he  had  to  urge  on  the.pre- 
fent  occafion,  he  fek  the  fame  difpofilion  as  his  honourable  friend 
w^o  made  the  motion,  to  abftain  from  all  remarks  upon  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Ireland  at.  the  prefent  moment.  It  was  objefled  to  the  mo- 
tion that,  to  agree  to  it  would  be  to  bring  on  a  premature  difcuffion 
and  trial  of  the  merits  of  the  arreft  pf  Mr.  Roger  and  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor,  both  to  tiie  difadvantage  of  thefe  gentlemen,  and  to  the 
prejudice  of  public  juftice.  He  confefted  that  he  was  furprizcd  at 
hefe  obfervations,  when  he  con(i.dered  the  language  with  which  ic 
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was  coupl<5d.    The  learnrd  gentlemen  contended,  that  if  nggricvcd, 
Mr.  O'Connor  oiiglii  have  redrefs  In  sf  Courf  of  Juftice  againft  the 
Secrctary^of  Soite.      If  they  were  aggrieved,  it  was  faid  they  had  an 
action  againft  the  Duke  of  Portland,      In  difcuffing  fuoh'  an  aflion, 
however,  muft  not  all  the  difclofures  take  place  and  inconveniences 
arJfe   which  were  apprehended  from  agitating   thfc  quell:! on    now  ? 
Bat  this  was  not  the  thinjr  now  called  for.      All  that  was  aflccd  wns 
merely  whether  the   warrant  by  the  Secretary  of  State  was  iffued 
upon  information  on  oath.     The  defence  of  the  Duke  of  Portland 
againi^  an  action  would  certainly  difclofe  all  tnat  was  now  afked  ; 
the  fame  difcuflion,  the  fame  juf^ification  would  be  required  front 
which  fo  much  evil  was  apprehended.     The  time  of  thefe  gentle- 
men's trial  in^Ireland,  if  they  were  to  be  brought  to  trial  at  all,  was 
now  completely  indefinite  ;  fo  thcrre  could  be  no  means  of  obtaining 
fedrefs  if  the  arguments  of  the  learned  gentleman  had  any  weight, 
and  if  the  difcuflion  was  pof^poncd  from  a  fear  of  the  mifchiefs  of 
difclofure.      All  the  reafoning,  therefore,  about  fuppofed  inconve- 
niences was  completely  frivolous,  as,   if  well  foundi-d,  they  muft 
equally  be  felt  in  the  mode  of  redrcfs  which  the  learned  gentleman 
'  had  pointed  out.      As  to  the  point  that  it  was  to  be  prefumed  that 
.a  Magiftrate  adted  legally,  a.  very  ftrong  diftind^ion  cxifted  between 
the  cafe  of  a  Juftice  adting  in  the  ordinary  difcharge  of  his  duty, 
and  a  Secretary  of  State  exercifing  the  f  unci  ions  of  a  Magiftrate  for 
particular  purpofcs.    The  degree  of  jealoufy  with  which  they  ftiould 
be  watched  was  therefore  very  different.     What  then  was  the  law 
in  this  cafe  ?      He  did  not  pretend  to  fpeak  learnedly  on  the  fub- 
je&.     He  had  once  afpired  to  the  profeflion,   but  he   had  not  had 
perfevcrance  nor  relifti  for  it  fufRcient  to  carry  him  on,'  and  there- 
fore pretended  to  no  more  than  every  Member  of  Parliament  (hould 
know  of  the  Conftitution  of-  the  Country.      In  order  to  authorife 
the  Secretary  of  ftate  to  iflue  a  warrant  for  the  arrcft  of  any  perfon 
for  high  treafon,  he  conceived  then  that  he  ought  to  have  a  charge 
on  oath  of  fome  r&  of  treafon,  or  a  charge  on  the  oath  of  a  credi- 
ble perfon,  ftating  fome  ftrong  circumftances  of  fufpicion.     The 
whole  queftion  then  merely  was  a  queftion  of  fa6l,  whether  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  had  fuch   good  grounds  for  his  warrant.      It  was 
faid  that  it  was  to  be  prefumed  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  fuch 
grounds.     For  his  p^rt  he  thought  the  prefumption  was  the^other 
way,  and   the  whole  df  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Roger  and  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor,  prifnd  facie  contradtded  fuch  a  prefumption.     What 
was  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Roger  O'Connor  ?    '  He  was  acquitted  upon 
three  di(9brent  indiSments,  comprehending  every  fpecics  of  high 
tieaibn,  ^nd  1)&  was  acquitted'  upon  -the  whole.     He  thei)  came  to 
Vol.  VI.  3  B 
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England,  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  his  arrival,  and  the  firft 
anifwer  he  receives  is  a  warrant  for  his  arreft.     He  was  taken  up 
for  examination,  but  he  was  not  examined.     Inftead  of  haying  an 
opportunity  of  applying  for  his  Habeas  Corpus,  he  was  deprived  of 
the  means  of  confulting  with  his  counfel.     In  this  manner  he  was 
fcnt  off  to  Ireland,  and  on  the  face  qf  it,  fo  far  from  a  prefumption 
of  fairnefs,  the  proceeding  had  every  appearance  of  being  illegal. 
This,  however,  was  not  all :  in  a  letter  written  with  his  own  hand, 
Mr.  Roger  O'Connor  ftates  that  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke  told  him  that 
in  Ireland  there  was  no  charge  againA  him,  and  at  this  very  momilent 
a  new  warrant  arrives  from  the  Secretary  gf  State  here  tp  bring  him 
bacjc  to  England  ;  on  bis  return  to  this  country  he  again  applied  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  be  allowed  to  fee  his  counfel,  and  refufed. 
Afterwards  he  was  advifed  by  Mr.  Erfkine,  of  whom  it  wasimpof- 
iible  to  fpeak  without  refpe£k  and  regard,  to  make  affidavit  of  his 
cafe  ;  but  his  folicitor  was  denied  admittance  to  fee  him.     Thus 
Mr.  Roger  O'Connor  was  deprived  of  the  means  of  applying  for  ' 
redrefs  had  he  been  difpofed  to  avail  himfelf  of  that  mode  which  the 
learned  gentleman  hadfaid  was  in  his  power.     Certainly  in  fupport* 
ingthe  motion  he  did  not  wi(h  to  call  for  all  the  information  which 
it  had  been  Oatcd  it  would  be  fo  injproper  to  divulge.     The  informa- 
tion required  had  very  properly  been  narrowed  by  his  honourable 
friend.     Oh  the  prefent  occafion  he  could  not  help  obferving,  that 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas-corpus  Adl  gave  no  new  power  relative 
to  the  arreA  of  fufpe^ed  perfons.      It  did  not  change  the^  nature  of 
the  information  on  which  a  warrant  was  tol>e  grounded.      It  only 
enabled  Government  to  deprive  the  perfons  fo  taken  up  of  their  trial 
for  a  certain  time.     It  was  now,  however,  the  prafticc  to  appre* 
hend  men  on  mere  fufpicion,  rumour>  or  furmife,  and  to  detain 
them  on  this  ground.     For  fuch  proceedings  Minillers  might  apply 
for  an  indemnity,  but  certainly  if  they  perfevered  in  tljat  practice, 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Honfe  to  refift  fuch  an  application.    The 
fpirit  of  ftee  inftitutions  might  be  defeated  and  dedroyed  by  thofe  hj 
whom  they'  were  adminiftered,  and  he  was  afraid  that  while  the 
letter  was  complied  with,  the  fpirit  might  be  rendered  of  no  effed. 
By  throwing  together  a  great  number  of  perfons  in  the  fame  chaiige^ 
the  pannels  might  be  fo  narrowed  as  to  give  to  the  Crown  the  abfo* 
lute  nomination  of  the  Jury  ;  and  by  fwelling  the  lift  of  witnefles, 
which  the  perfons  under  accufation  were  allowed  ten  days  before        ] 
trial,  it  might  be  impoflible  to  make  ^hofe  inquiries  into  their  cha- 
r^fi^er  which  the  fafety  of  thofe  accufed  often  might  require.      He 
fhould  no^  now  enter  into,  other  topics,  efpecially  thofe  conoe<3ed 
^ith  the  prefent  fituation  of  Ireland,  becaufe  an  earlj  opportunitj 
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would  occur  of  confidering  that  Aibjeft.  The  only  queftion  which 
It  was  important  to  confider  on  the  prefent  occafion  was,  whether 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  proceeded  on  informatipa upon  the. oath 
of  a  credible  perfon  ;  or  had  probable  grounds  of  fufpicion  on  the 
oath  of  a  credible  perfon  in  ifluing  the  warrant  againft  Mr.  Roger 
and  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor.  The  inquiry  being  fo  narrowed,  he 
faw  no  poflible  inconvenience  with  which  the  motion  could  be 
attended.. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  confidcred  himfelf  beft  pre- 
pared  to  difcufs  the  queftion  then  before  the  Houfe  for  a  reafon 
which,  to  fome  gentlemen,  might  feem  lingular,  but  which  was  not 
lefs  inBuencingin  determining  him  to  the  line  of  condudl  it  was  hjls 
intention  that  night  to  purfue,  namely,  that  he  neither  undcrftood 
the  law  on  the  cafe,  nor  the  faft.  Thus  was  he,  in  his  own  mind, 
moft  free  from  all  thofe  feelings  which  the  knowledge  of  fuch  cir- 
cumfiances  might  excite,  and  wholly  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  flif- 
cuffion  of  the  general  merits  of  the  honourable  gentleman*s  motion. 
The  honourable  gentleman  (Sheridan)  had  narrowed  the  queftion, 
and  that  very  properly,  to  two  points  of  inquiry.  He  had  afked, 
firft,  "  Was  information  laid  before  the  Duke  of  Pbrtbnd  upon 
oath  ?"  To  this  he  (Mr.  Windham)  would  anfwer,  "  I  do  not 
know."  *  And  on  the  other  point,  "  Suppofing  inforrhation  to  have 
been  fo  laid,  was  the  proceeding  held  upon  it  a  legal  proceeding  ?" 
he  profeffed  to  "be  equally  ignorant.  Hence  he  would  be  underftood 
to  take  the  queftion  up  merely  on  general  grounds.  It  had  been 
contended  that  there  was  a  ground  of  prefumption'to  juftify  the  in- 
quiry. This  was  the  moft  immediate  topic  in  his  contemplation. 
And  as  to  the  mode  of  inquiry,  he  did  not  fee  that  it  was  utterly 
unfit  for  any  gravfe  aflembly  tp  purfue.  The  queftion  was  general 
in  its  terms,  and  at  Icaft  would  lead  to  general  inquiry ;  therefore  if 
the  Houfe  would  agfee  to  the  motioO,  it  muft  go  into  a  genertl  in- 
quiry' ;  but,  before  he  (hould  confent  to  this,  he  muft  be  convinced 
an  inquiry  was  neceftary.  His  honourable  and  learned  friend  had, 
in  thei  firft  place,  inftfted  on  the  circumftance  of  the  parties  not  hav- 
ing inftttutcd  any  inquiry  ;  and,  fecondly,  had  put  the  queftion — 
Would  not  fuch  inquiry  rather  do  an  injury  to  the  parties  than  be 
of  fervicc  to  them  ?  Thcfe  points,  he  thought,  had  not  been  met 
with  fairnefs  ;  and  he  muft  concur  in  the  opinion  of  his  honoura- 
ble friend.  A  diftindiipn  had  been  urged  between  Magiftrates— <- 
Juftices  of  the  Peace,  for  inftance,  and  the  Secretary  of  State.  He 
was  not  certsun^that  in  all  inftances  Secretaries  of  State  were  right : 
there  might  fituations  occur  when  it  would  be  fnore  dangerous  to 
grant  an  unlimited  power  to  them  than  to  Juftices  of  the  Peace. 
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But  a  memorable  remark  had  then  occurred  ta  him — that  only  a 

^  felon  could  efcape  from  the  Magiftrate,  in  cafe  of   deiiciency  of 

powers,  whereas  a  traitor  might  efcape  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 

having  eluded  the  fearch'of  the  Executive  Government,  he  mig^ 

fucceed  to  a  certain  extent  in  fotne  dangerous  plot  for  the  overthrow 

of  the  Government.     So  that  if,  on  one  hand,  it  was  ncceifery  for 

the  fiMl  and  unremitting  difcharge  of  his  municipal  fun£lion$,  that 

the  Juftice  of  the  Peace  (hould  be  poffeffed  6f  power;  on  the  other, 

it  equally  appeared  there  was  a  ncccffity  that  the  Secretary  of  State 

(hould>  along  with  a  given  cJegree  of  power,  enjoy  a  certain  portion 

of  confidence.     With  refpecS  to  what  had  been  obferved  by  his  ho- 

nQurable  friend,  of  the  prefent  queftion  requiring  that  the  Houfe 

ihould  go  into  the  circumAatices  of  the  cafe,  he  would  not  fay  that 

it  necefTarily  went  fo  far,  but  undoubtedly  the  manner  in  which  it 

had  been  treated  by  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite,  would  lead 

to  a  very  general  Aatement,  and  as  far  as  they  had  proceeded,  they 

had  attempted  to  do  fo  in  eSeOi.     Upon  what  had  been  faid  of  tho 

innocence  of  Mr.  R.  O'Connor,  he  (hould  only  remark,  that  it 

was  pofTible  for  a  man  to  be  acquitted  thrice  without  being  thricq 

innocent.  .  The  frequency  of  trial  was  occafioned  by  the  recurrencfB 

of  accufations,  imd  if  that  gentleman  was  as  often  acquitted  as  tried, 

fucb  ^  fucceflion  of  accufation  was  at  leaft  a  pew  way  of  acknow* 

lodging  his  innocence.     Gentlemen. had  often  talked  much  of  deli* 

iracy,  but, did  they  forget  that  upon  the  quedion  in  difcuffion  that 

evening  they  had  fhewn  fcarce  any  delicacy  at  all?      It  was  broughi 

forward,  in  the  ciifis  of  ^  pending  trial,  and  fuch  h^  often  been 

the  charge  of  indelicacy  brought  againft  his  fide  of  the  Houfe.     But 

if  it  vyas  an  objcdl  of  confequence  that  the  innocent  (hould  not 

fuffer,  it  was  equally  important  that  the  guilty  (hould  not  go  un- 

punlfhed.     With  this  remark  he  (hould  have  been  contented  to  lit 

dpwn,  but  that  it  had  occurred  to  him  the  concluding  part  of  the 

honouj-abJe  gentleman's  (Mr.  Sheridan)  fpeech  was  fomewhat  fingu«» 

lar.     Th,e  honourable  gentleman  had  eifprefled  his  apprehenfioii 

that  the  Jaws  had  been  recently  made  too  fevere  for  offendcr$  ,  that 

dealer^  in  treafon  had  been  fubjugated  to  grievous  reftri^ions,  and 

the  laws  to  prevent  their  fuceelsfully  purfuing  their  trade  rendered  in- 

linitely  complex.     But  he  could  alTu^e  that  honourable  gentleman 

that  the  laws  of  treafoti  were  at  that  moment  lefs  fevere,  in  propor* 

tion  to  the  danger  that  exified,  than  they  had  been  at  the  period  of 

their  fir(l  enactment.     There  did  not  then,  as  now,  exift  in  every 

parifh.,  in  every  county,  nay,  almoft  in  every  family,  the  emilTarLes 

of  fedition,  and  the  propagators  of  treafon.     There  might  be  dangef 

f  the  innocent  fuiFering^j  <<  but  (concluded  Mr.  VVii^^am)  he  rnuft 
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be  a  poor  traitor  who  caniioc  go  far  to  overthrow  GovemfftOaC  b6*> 
fore  Government  can*  overthrow  him." 

Mr.  JEKYLL  repliccl  to  the  Secretary  at  War.  He  faid,  after 
the  eulogi'um  which  had  been  fo  jufllly  pronounced  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable Secretary  omthe  difpafllonate  tenor  of  •rhe  debate,  ht  de* 
dared  he  was  not  a  little  difappointed  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
inan  (hould  have  urged  fomc  topics  with  a  peculiar  degree  of  warmth 
a«d  intemperance.  He  wasJftill  more  furprized  that  the.  right  ho*, 
nourable  Secretary,  after  candidly  avowing  in  the  outfct  of  his  fpeeeh 
fo  entire  an  ignorance  both  of  the  faJfts  and  the  law  of  the  c^fe, 
ihould  proceed  in  any  form  to  difcufs  the  quedion  rv^w  in  debat^^ 
uiriefs  for  the  experiment  of  manifefting,  that  ev^n  in  fuch  a  ftatc 
of  ignorance  of  the  fubjed-matter,  a  mind  fo  refined  and  lumi^ndus 
coQld  frame  a  very  elabcn^te  harangue.  But  he  was  ftili  more  hurt 
to  obferve,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  feeraed  to  re- 
iterate a  ceimplamt  whkh  he  had  too  frequently  heard  from  th^  fame 
/quarter  that  the  fyftcm  of  treafon  laws,  framed  moft  wifely,  jwftly, 
and  confljtutionally  by  our  anceftors,  ftood  in  need  of  extenfion  to 
fuit  the  exigency  of  our  own  times — a  dodrine  that,  as  a  J^awyer 
aitd  a  Member  of  Parliament,  he  never  would  hear  repeated  with- 
out atteippting  to  reprove. 
'  The  honourable  ^nd  learned  gentleman  (the  Solicitor  General) 
who  preceded  the  right  horwurable  Secretary  in  the  debate,  had 
fitfenned  to  coincide  in  a  reprobation  of  that  expreflion  which  had 
fallen  from  his  honourable  friend  who  moved  the  que  ft  ion  now  be- 
fore the,  Houfc— namely,  that  in  profecutions  for  high  treafon  Go- 
vernment was  to  be  confidered  as  a  fufpe^tfd  profecucor.  '  Thi 
very  fpirit  of  thof^  laws  fortified  the  obfervation  of  his  honourable 
friend.  Thofe  laws  had  fenced  the  private  fubjedl  fo  accufed  with 
a  variety  of  protections  — the  neceffity  of  adducing  two  witneffes  t6^ 
cyery  overt  a6^ — of  delivering  a  copy  of  the  panntl  of  jurors  to  the 
prifoner.  Thefe  protedions  and  difficulties  marked  the  fufpicion 
>  Jihe  Legiflature  entertained  of  the  fpirit  of  profecution  which  might 
animate  an  ill-advifed  Government  againft  the  life  and  liberty  of  an 
innocent  individual. 

Mr.  Jekyll  /lext  contended,  that  his  honourable  friend  had  fub- 
ftantiated  a  <:afe  of  magnitude  on  the  prefent  day,  adequate,  at  leaft, 
to  call  for  a  parliamenj^ary  inveftigation  of  the  charge  refulting  from 
it.  It  had  been  faid,  and  truly  faid,  on  thcother  fide  of  the  fIowf^> 
that,  prima  facicf  the ' proceeding  pf  the  Secretary  of  State,  like 
$hat  of  an  ordinary  Magiftrate,  was  prefumeably  correal  and  legal. 
But  a  cafe  may  be  made  out'  to  repel  that  favourable  prefumptiop, 
gpd  p^t  t3xe  Majtlirate  on  explan^ipn  and  defence.     Such  a  i:a(e. 
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he  iniided,  was  now  before  thfe  Houfc  on  the  aflferdons  of  fa6l» 
known  or  believed  by  the  honourable  mover  of  the  queftion-<-a 
fpccies  of  parliamentary  proof  equal  in  this  inflance  to  the  filing  of 
fu^h  affidavits  in  a  Cour^  of  JuAice,  which  formed  the  bafis  of  a 
criminal  information  moved  againft  an  ordinary  Magiftrate. 

What  was  afked  in  fatisfadtion  of  fuch  a  charge  ?  It  was  re- 
quired to  knoWy  whether  a  charge  had  been  made  on  oath  to  fane- 
tify  the  warrant,  and  whether  fuch  affidavit  or  depofition  was  in  ex* 
iftenccy  and  producible  ? 

The  Solicitor  General  had  declared  he  coniidered  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  be  filent  even  if  fuch  a  paper  exifted.  Was  it  his  duty  to 
refufe  a  jiiftiflcation  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  if  he  wefe  poflefled  of 
the  qnly  means  of  fuch  j unification,  when  called  upon,  as  Mr. 
Jekyll  contended  he  was,  by  the  cafe  made  out  by  his  honourable 
friend  ? 

The  right  honourable  Secretary  had  reforted  to  the  trite  topics  of 
delicacy  and  confidence.  What  indelicacy  was  there  in  fubmitting 
to  the  confideration  of  Parliament  a  fubjeft  that  applied  fo  ferioiifly 
to  the  liberty  of  Britifh  fubjedts  ? 

As  to  confidence,  he  knew  of  none  fo  important  towards  Ex- 
ecutive Government  as  that  confidence  repofed  in  the  rcprefentatives 
of  the  people  of  England  by  their  conflituents  to  watch  over,  and 
prote£l  from  illegal  attempts,  the  liberties  of  private  men. 

It  had  been  urged  too,  that  the  Houfe  of  Comhions  was  not  the 
fit  fcenc  for  fuch  an  inveftigation— he  thought  it  peculiarly  the 
tribunal  for  fuch  a  charge  to  be  exhibited  in.  To  the  Speaker  he 
appealed,  whether  Parliament,  in  the  very  cffence  and  conftitution 
of  its  inquifitionaj  and  fuperintendant  powers,  did  not  annually,  a€ 
the  commencement  of  every  feffion,  form  a  Committee  of  Jufticc  ? 
That  Committee  any  Member  oif  the  Houfc  might  move  to  revive; 
and,  on  a  cafe  approved  of  by  the  Houfe,  might  caufe  to  renew  its 
judicial  funflions. 

As  to  any  adl  of  treafon  committed  by  Mr.  R.  O'Connor  be- 
tween the  period  of  his  laft  acquittal  on  a  third  indidlment  in  Ire- 
land and  his  reception  on  jthe  warrant  complained  of,  Jt  feemcd 
almofl  a  phyfical  and  moral  impoffibility — he  therefore  concluded 
that  fuch  a  warrant  muft  have  ifTued  without  a  charge  fubfhntiated 
on  oath.  The  fame  argument  applied  in  the  cafe  of  that  gentle- 
man's  unfortunate  brother,  who  had  been  liberated  in  Ireland  with- 
out an  effort  to  bring  him  to  trial  there. 

Mr.  Jekyll  concluded  by  declaring,  that  though  he  was  as  ready 
as  any  Member  of ,  that  Houfe  to  rcpofe  in  an  Executive  Govern- 
ent  that  confidence  which  guided  itfelf  within  the  boundaries  of  . 
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the  Law  and  the  Conffitution,  yet  he  never  would  filently  acquiefce 
in  a  meafure  like  the  prefent,  which  feemed  to  militate  againft  everf 
principle  of  juftice,  and  which  fought  to  eftabli(h  a  power  of  arre(K* 
ing  without  the  previous  and  neceflary  bafis  of  a  charge  fubftantiated 
on  oath — ^and  he  trufted  that  the  Houfe  had  heard  enough  to  fed 
that  no  anfwer  had  been  given  to  the  cafe  brought  forward  on  the 

'    prefent  occaiion. 

Mr.  BURTON  thought  there  was  but  one  queftion.  Whether 
^ntlemen  were  fitting  in  a  Houfe  of  Legiflature,  or  in  a  Court  cS 
Juftice  i  The  honourable  gentleman  had  moved  for  certain  war* 
rants,  and  meant  to  afk  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  as  to  their  lega- 
lity. But  this  queflion  ought  firft  to  go  to  a  Court  of  Law ;  s|nd 
this  not  having  been  done,  was,  he  thought,  a  grofs  infult  to  the 
Courts,  and  an  infringement  of  the  ConAitution.  If  the  gentle- 
men alluded  to  were  improperly  apprehended,  there  were  many  re- 
medies within  their  reach.  Four  he  (hould  mention— -firft.  By 
moving  for  a  Habeas  Corpus ; — [A  cry  of  "  Hear !  hear  !"]-— 
Mr.  Burton  repeated  the  exclamation,  and  faid,  "  I  wifh  geiuk- 
men  to  hear  me."  Another,  an  afiion  for  falfe  imprisonment ; 
and  be  was  fure,  could  fuch  an  adtton  be  maintained,- the  Jury  would 
give  damages,  s^nd  gentlemen  well  kn^w  that  thefe  damages  would 
be  exemplary.  The  remaining  two  modes  of  remedy  againft  Ma^ 
giftrates  and  the  Secretary  of  State  were  by  information  or  indid- 
ment.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the  gentlemen  were  not  permitted  to 
fee  their  counfel  or  folicicor ;  but  would  gentlemen  not  recoiled, 
that  in  the  prefence  of  the  counfel  on  the  trial  at  Maidftone,  the 
Jjudge  (aid  they  might  move  for  a  Habeas  Corpus  ?  It  was .  true, 
honourable  gentlemen  had  faid,  that  this  could  not  be  done,  not 
being  in  Term  ;  but  it  was  Arange  that  gentlemen^  who  had  been  or 

'  were  then  ornaments  to  the  profeflion,  (hould  not  know  thlt  a 
Habeas  can  as  well  be  fued  out  in  the  abfence  of  Term  as  during 
its  fittings.  He  concluded  with  obferving,  that  whenever  a  cafe 
(hould  be  made  out  fit  to  go  to  a  Committee  of  Juftice,  he  (hould 
confent  to  that  proceeding  ;  but,  until  then,  he  could  not  agree  to 
the  motion,  but  muft  confider  it  as  tending  to  turn  into  ridicule  the 
ferjou^  proceedings  of  that  Houfe. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  would  not  take  up  much  of  the 
time  of  the  Houfe  at  this  late  hour  with  any  obfci^vations  of  his. 
The  remedies  referred  to  by  a  learned  gentleman  could  not  have 
been  attained,  atleaft  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Roger  O'Connor.  What 
the  Judge  faid  in  Court  at  MaidAone  did  not  apply  to  that  gentle- 
man, who  had  no  counfel  there.  Another  curious  argument  had 
been  brought  forward,  refpe£ling  the  poITibility  of  Mr.  Roger 
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O'CxMindr  having  committed  a6J8  of  treafon  in  f  reland,  on  account 
of  whidh  he  might  be  fent  back  to  that  country.  Yet  thc(e  treafons 
were  fuch  that  the  Government  of  Ireland  had  eottrely  forgotten 
tbem.  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke  declared  that  there  was  no  charge 
sigainft  him.  This  he  could  ftate  with  confidonce  to  the  Houfe, 
fep  he  had  it  under  Mr*  O'Connor's  own  l^and.  The  cafe  as  made 
out  to  the  Houfe  had  at  Icaft  the  appearance  of  violence  and  fevc- 
,  rityon  -the  part  of  Government.  Both  of  fhefe  gentlemen  had 
sAready  buffered  very  long  imprifonmcnts,  Mr.  Roger  O'Connor 
in  Copky  and  Mr.  Arthur  OConnor  both  in  Ireland  and  here. 
The^  queftion  had  been  reduced  to  a  very  narrow  compafs  by  his 
honourable  friend,  namely ,  whether  information  on  oath  had  been 
lodged  in  the  Duke  of  Portland's  (^Sce  againfl:  thefe  gentlemen  as 
guilty  of  high  treafon,  or  whether  any  information  had  been  given 
which  could  warrant  the  proceeding  that  had  taken  place  ?  He  could 
not  fee  what  obje61  ion  Minifters  could  have  to  lay  the  warrants  un- 
der vi^hich  Meffrs.  OConnor  were  apprehended  on  the  table.  If 
MinsAers  were  confident  that  their  condud  had  been  right,  why  did 
they  heiitatp  to  agree  to  his  honourable  friend's  motion?  Their  not 
producing  the  warrants^  was  to  him  a  proof  that  they  were  confcioas 
of  having  atfted  wrong. 

Right  honourable  S.  DOUGLAS  faid,  th'at-this  motion  went  to 
exa<^  an  improper  difclofure.  If  an  a£lion  for  the  fame  purpofe 
had  be6n  brought  in  the  Courts  below,  it  would  have  been  checked 
by  an.  emfaHmcef.  He  alluded  to  the  defence  fet  up  for  Mr.^oger 
OConnor,  that  he  had  been  three  times  acq^uitted,  and  therefore 
muft  be  innocent.  It  would  be  a  ftrangc  charafler  to  give  of  a  / 
fervant,  if  a  man  were  to  fay,  "  I  know  he  is  honeft,  for  he  has 
been  three  times  tried  for  robbery,  and  as  often  acquitted." 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  did  not  rtiean  to  argue  that  be- 

caufe  this  gentlepian  had  been   fo  often  tried,   he  was  therefore 

.  **  thrice  inrfecent,"  or,  in  other  words,  "  a  thrice-acquitted  felon.'* 

He  only  meant  to  (hew  from  this,  that  it  w^s  the  more  iipprobable 

that  any  new  cfime  could  be  alledged  againft  him. 

Honourable  ST.  A.  ST.  JOHN  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  have  called  for  all  the  information  which  might  have  been  re- 
ceived, but  fimply  to  afcertain  the  fadV,  whether  or  not  any  charge 
cxifted  againft  Mr.  OConnor  in  Ireland  ?  With  refpeft  to  what 
a  learned-  gentleman  had  faid  of  the  difculTion  in  any  (hape  being  an 
injuftice,  firft,  to  the  juftice  of  the  country,  and  fecondly,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  he  obferved,  that  it  (hewed  too  much.  Such  a 
defence  was  equally  applicable  to  all  abufes  of  power  on  the  part  of- 
the  J&xecutive  Government.     The  queftion  of  g«»Bral  warrants  in 
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the  beginnmg  of  the  prefent  reign  was,  he  thought,  not  diffiniilar  to 
the  prefcnt.  The  arguments  ufed  then  againft  the  moti9n  for  cen- 
furing  them  as  illegal  were  nearly  the  fame,  but  with  this  difference, 
that  rhofc  which  were  unfucccfsful  then  were  fucccfsful  now.  He 
could  not  help  obferving,  that  no  notice  had  been  taken  pf  the  im- 
portant point  of  the  date  of  the  warrant  upon  which  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor  was  apprehended  the  fccond  time.  This,  under  all  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,  was  a  material  confideration.  It  was  to 
be  fuppofed  that  Government,  who  were  maftersof  all  the  circum- 
ftances,  and  in  pofiefiion  of  all  the  information,  knew  beft  in  what 
place  to  try  him',  and  on  what  charge;  and  \t  was  fuppofed,  that 
thofe  were  felefted  upon  which  it  was  the  mod  likely  he  (hould  be 
convi6ted,'  -  ' 

Thft  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  motion  : 

Ayes,    1 5  ;    Noes,    1 04.  ^     ^ 


I     III. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuefday^  Jum  I  2* 

Lord  GRENVILLE  prefentcd  a  meflage  from  the  King — 
for  a  particular  report  of  which,  fee  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  ^ 

The  meffage  being  read  to  the  Houfe,.  Lord  Grenvillc  moved  the 
ufual  addrefs  to  His  Majefty  on  the  occaiion., 

On  the  queftion  for  agreeing  to  the. addrefs  being  put, 

The  Ea^l  of  SUFFOLK  wiflied,  before  the  quclVion  was  de- 
cided, to  obtain  fome  information  from  the  noble  Secretary  (Lord 
Greriville).with  refpe^l  to  the  peculiar  and  precife  object  of  it.  At 
fo  very  critical  a  period  as  the  prefcnt  one,  it  was  nccefiary  for  their 
Lordfliips  to  be  inftrufted,  both  as  to  the  motives  and  the  end  of  the 
communicanon  which  His  Majefty  had  been  -plcafed  to  fend  to  the 
Houfe.  The  ftate  of  Ireland  was  truly  alarming,  and  he  undcr- 
'  flood  that  fome  ferlous  accounts  from  that  quarter  had  been  recently 
received.  He  therefore  requefted  the  noble  Lord  would  explain 
the  precife  objeft  of  the  meflage.  ^ 

Lord. GRENVILLE  faid,  that  His  Majefty 's  meffage  fimply  re- 
ferred to  the  anniial  vote  of  credit,  which,  in  tim^s  of  war,  wa» 
generally,,  and  uniformly  (ince  the  qornmencerncnt  of  the  prefent 
war,  paffed  towards  the  clofe  of  the  feflion,  in  order  to.  enable  the 
"Voi.  VI.  .        3C 
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Executive  Government  to  be  prepared  for  any  cafual,  unforefeen  exi- 
gencies that  might  arife  during  the  interval  of  the  recefs. 

Earl  of  SUFFOLK  was  forry  for  one  exprcflion  that  fell  from 
the  noble  Secretary  of  State — that  which  intimated  a  fpeedy  rifing 
of  Parliament.  He  regretted  this  generally,  on  account  of  the  un- 
fortunate ftate  of  the  national  affairs,  and  more  particularly  as  he  un- 
derftood  that  on  that  very  day  intelligence  had  been  officially  received 
of  a  very  alarming  nature  from  Ireland.  In  fuch  circumftances  he 
thought  that  Parliament  ought  not  to  be  prorogued,  but  that  the 
CO"  4try  (hould  have  the  benefit  of  the  deliberations  of  that  Houfe, 
aid  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Nation.  He  thought  the  Houfe, 
under  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  moment,  ftiould  be  in- 
formed with  refpeS  to  the  alarming  intelligence  he  had  alluded  to, 
whether  true  or  not ;  and  alfo,  whether  it  was  intended  to  put  a 
fpeedy  termination  to  the  feflion, 

Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  that  the  impropriety  of  communi- 
cating the  contents  of  any  difpatchcs  received  from  Ireland,  or  *any 
other  part  of  the  world,  in  that  manner,  muft  be  obvious  to  every 
noble  Lord  that  heard  him.  With  refpeft  to  the  fecond  quere  of 
the  noble  Earl,  he  certainly  could  not  then  take  upon  himfelf  to  fay 
when  His  Majefty  mi^bt  think  proper  to  prorogue  the  Parliament. 

Earl  of  SUFFOLK  was  concerned  to  hear  the  King's  name 
made  ufe  of  by  the  noble  Secretary  in  fuch  a  manner.  It  was  (Cer- 
tain that  the  prorogation  of  Parliament  by  His  Majefty  would  take 
place  in  confequence  of  the  advice  of  Minlfters ;  they  muft  of  courfe 
know  the  period,  as  well  as  be  refponfible  for  the  meafure;  that 
being  admitted,  it  was  to  them  the  Houfe  Ihould  look  for  informa- 
tion :  for  his  own  part,  when  hb  conftdered  the  calamitous  fituation 
to  which  the  country  had  been  brought  by  the  improper  condudt  of 
Minifters,  alarming  beyond  any  former  precedent  or  example,  he 
Ihould  deem  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward  fome  propofition  refpe£t- 
ing  the  prorogation  of  Parliament,  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
the  nation. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  fully  agreed  with  the  noble  Earl,  that 
Minifters  were  clearly  refponfible  for  any  advice  they  might  have 
given  "the  Crown  ;  but  furely  it  could  not  be  contended  that  they 
were  bound  to  difclofe  what  advice  they  might  hold  it  their  duty  to 
give  the  Citwn  on  any  particqlar  point  at  a  future  period— ^advice 
which  it  could  not  be  certain  whether  His  Majefty  would  diink 
proper  to  follow  or  rejedl. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  addrcfs  was  voted  by  their 
*(hips  mm*  diffl 
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*  

Lord  GRENVILLE  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Land-Tax  Sale  Bill. 

Lord  HOLLAND  oppofcd  the  father  progrefs  of  the  bill.     He 
ftated  at  fome  length  his  objedions  to  the  meafure.     He  thou^t 
the  bill  pregnant  with  mifchief ;  it  was  highly  objedionable  in  its  ^ 
principle,  fiill  more  fo  in  it^details,  and  totally  infuilicient  as  to  its  * 
propofed  ends.     He  faid  he  would  not  go  into  farther  calculations 
rcfpefting  the  inefEcacy  of  the  meafure,  or  the  evils  that  were  likely 
torefult  from  it,  as  thofe  he  had  made  on  former  ftages  of  the  bill 
were  unanfwcred.     One  of  the  worft  features  of  the  meafure  was 
the  temptation  it  oflPered  to  landholders  to  fpcculate  in  the  funds, 
cfpecially  when  they  had  not  money  in  hand  to  purchafe  their  fharc 
of  the   tax— a  proceeding  which,   of    all  others,    ought   to   be 
moil  difqouraged  in  fuch  perfons.     With  refpedl  to  the  principle  of 
the  bin,  he  could,  in  no  (hape>  approve  of  it ;  its  injuftiee  was  not 
lefs  obvious  than  its  impolicy.     In  a  conditutional  view,  it  was 
highly  dangerous— -as  by  the  eventual  operatibn  of  the  bill  the  whole 
landed  property  of  the  kingdom  would  pafs  through  the  hands  of 
the  Minifters  of  the  Crown.     Abftrafled  from  the  confideration  of 
the  almoft  univerfal  influence  which  fuch  a  proceeding  muft  give 
Minifters,  he  would  afk.  How  it  muft  2Sk&  the  independence  of 
that  Houfe  ?     The  Nation,  he  allowed,  was  in  great  circumftances 
of  difficulty  and  diftrefs ;  but  it  was  not  by  fuch  meafures  as  the 
prefent  its  affairs  were  to  be  retrieved  ;  it  was  not  by  long,  compli- 
cated, and  unintelligible  bills ^- not  by  half  meafures,  but  by  ^  fe-> 
rious  deterRHnation  to  carry  an  extenfive  and   efficient  reform  into 
pradtice  ;  it  was  by  a  ftrrd  and  rigid  economy  in  every  branch  of 
the  LegiHature-Vby  lopping  off  all  fuperfluous  places  and  unmerited 
peniions ;  and,  above  all,  by  an  inquiry  into  the  condu£t  of  thofe 
Minifters,  who,  by  countenancing  the  moft  extravagant  profuGons, 
and  embarking  the  Nation   in  wanton  wars,  had  expended  the 
money  of  their  fellow  fubjedls,  and  brought  the  Nation  into  its 
prefent  embarrafted  ftate  ;  it  was  by  vigorous  and  falutary  meafures 
of  this  kind  that  the  Country  was  to  be  faved.     Under  thefe  im* 
preffions,  and  deeming  of  the  bill  as  he  did,  he  conceived  it  his  duty 
to  oppofe  its  third  reading. 

Lord  AUCKLAND  thought  it  unncceffary  to  go  over  the  old 
ground  upon  which  the  noble  Lord  had  already  oppofed  the  bi|l» 
and  upon  which  he  had  been  anfwered ;  but  he  would  aver,  that 
the  bill  would  not  prove  a  nugatory  one  ;  it  would  be  efficient  with 
refped  to  all  its  objeds,  and  beneiicial  to  thofe  individuals  who 
a£^<i  under  its  principles.  He  would  inftance  the  cafe  of  a  cor- 
poration foflefled  of  extenlive  eftates ;  fuppofc  Greenwich  Hofpita)^ 
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in  the  affaits  of  which  he  had  fome  conceim  ;  fuppofe  the  income 
of  th!at  inftitution  to  be  40,000!.  perann.  of  this  he  would  fell  one 
of  the  moft  produd\ive  parts,  property  fo  circumftanced  as  to  bring 
36  years  purchafe  ;  of  this  he  would  difpofe  of  500I.  per  ahnom, 
dncl  then  by  purchafing  land  tax,  and  vefting  the  money  under  the 
provifions  of  the  bill  in  the  funds,  taking  the  3  per  cents;  at  50, 
the  fum  of  500I.  would  clearly  be  added  to  the  annual  income  of 
the  Corporation.  A  fimilar  calculation  would  ferve  for  every  other 
Ipecjcs  of  property.  It*  was  then  clear  by  the  evidence  of  figures, 
that  individuals  muft  be  benefited  by  the  meafurc.  With  refpe<ft 
to  what  had  been  faid  of  an  equal  tax  upon  property,  he  would  be 
glad  to  fee  it  carried  into  execution  ;  it  was  the  grttit'  dejirleratum  of 
finance  ;  but,  generally  fpeaking,  he  entertained  ddubtsorits  prac- 
ticability. 

Earl  of  SUFFOLK  was  decidedly  hoftile  to  the  bill;  he  con- 
fidered  it  as  likely  to  produce  the  moft  injurious  effects,  and  to  mi- 
litate againft  the  improvement  of  landed  property  in  general  J  his 
Lordlhip  then  went  into  a  long  calculation  to  prove,  in  his  own 
particular  cafe,  how  injurioufly  the  bill  would  operate  with  refpedt 
to  his  eftates,  and  tend  to  do  away  the  efFc6ls  of  the  improvements 
which  he  had  made  therciri  at  a  great  expence.  The  landholders  in 
general  would  be  afFedled  nearly  in  a  fimilar  manner.  He  thought 
that  the  monied  men,  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  ("he  country^ 
ought  to  bear  the  burden  of  taxation,  as  they  were  the  oply  perfons 
that  reaped  any  advantage  therefrom. 

'  Dalce  of  NOR.FOLK  cenfured  Minifters  for  not  bringing  for- 
ward the  mca(*urd  dt  an  earlier  period  of  thefeflion  ;  for  had  there 
bebn  time  'enough  for  a  mature  difcuffion  of  it,  the  obje<f^ionable 
chofts'mi^zht  be  ameliorated.  The  bill,  he  confidered,  as  not  bad 
jli'lPI'^rinciple — by  it  the  public  could  get  rid  of  a  bad  tax.  His 
Grice  pointed  out  fome  glaring  irregularities  in  the  prefent  arrange- 
i^Cnt  of  the  land  tax,  and  he  entered  into  fome  (hbrt  calculations  t(5 
pxovty  that  under  the  bill,  taking  the  funds  in  their  prefent  ftate,  or 
fuppofing  the  intereft  of  money  not  to  exceed  5I.  per -cent,  advanta- 
geous bargains  might  be  made  by  individuals  ;  but  on  a  rife  of  the 
fund?,  or  a  difficulty  of  procuring  money  to  purchafe,  perfons  muft 
riiake  a  lofing  bargain.  With  refpedt  to  the  noble  Lord's  idea  of 
^  advantageous  bargain  for  hofpitals  or  fuch-.like  inftitutions,  it 
nriay  ^pplyi  as  thofe  concerns  very  feldom  retained  lands  for  orna- 
rhcrit  or  plcafurc  \  not  fo  with  perfons  of  large  landed  property  or 
their  heirs  ;  and  in  this  view  it  was  that  ^e  principally  objected  ta 
the  claufe  enabling;  tenants  for  life  to  fell  without  the  coticurrence 

tii€  tcn^ainders.     He  fhould  like  to  fee  a  tax  upon  property  in 
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general,  the  funds  particularly.  However,  hjS  thought  that  ftock  an 
trade  fhould  not  he  taxed,  neither  (hould  the  property  of  nlerchants 
in  fome  cir(;umftances,  as  it  would  lend  to  dirdofures  highly  injurious 
to  thofe  perfohs.  He  thought  the  bill  ought  r\p.t  to  be  pafled^  tliis 
feflion  ;  it  was  one  of  too  great  importance,  and  embraciilg  too 
great  a  variety  of  details,  to  be  rapidly  Carfied  through  Parliament; 
it  would  be  better  to  let  it  lie  over,  and,  in  the  reccfs,  to  circulate 
copies  of  the  bill  among  the  landholders  in  general,  in  order  that 
their  opinions  of  the  meafure  might  be  afcertained. 

Lord  HAY  (Earl  of  Kinnoul)  Ihould  vote  for  the  bill,  under 
the  convi6tion  of  its  being  calculated  not  only  for  the  advantage  of 
the  public,  but  of  private  pcrfons!  With  refpcdl  to  the  latter,  it 
was  perfef^ly  optional — they  would  ^urchafe  or' not  as  they  found 
it  their  intereft.  He  alfo  obfervcd,  th^t  die  bill 'underwent  an 
uncommonly  long  and  minute  invcftigntion  \h  the  other  Hdufe  of 
Parliament,  where  it  was  decidedly  oppofed  by  the  great  bpdy  of  the 
landed  proprietors,  and  the  whole  rime  n'ot  o'ne  petition  or  renion- 
ftrance  from  Without  doors  was  urged  figainft  the  meafure,  wjiich 
certainly  would  be  the  cafe  if  it  was'dfepproveci  of.  On  thefq* 
grounds  he  would  fupport  the  bill.  "    '     .'  '^ 

Lord  HOLLAND  recapitulated  his  general  arguments  againft 
the  bill,  and  fpoke  particularly  to  one  point  touched  upon  by  a 
noble  Lord,  namely,  That  the  bill  'had  undergone  a'miriutfe  and 
long  inveftigation  in  the  other  Houfe' of  Parliament.  So'fdr  from 
this  being  the  cafe,  he  fafd,  that  at  leaft  on6-third  of  the  bill  had 
been  introduced  after  it  was  laflt  committed,  fo  that  no  fegtilSr 
opportunity  was  afforded  for  a  difcuffion  of  that  proportion  of 
the  bill. 

« 

The  Houfe  then  divided :  when  there  appeared  in  favour  of  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill,  26;  Againft  it,  7.      Majority,  19. 

^he  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  paffed,  and  ordered  back  to 
Che  Houfe  of  Commons/      '  .  .   > 


The  following  PROTEST  was  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe 

againft  the  Land-Ta^  Sale  BUL 

JDlSSfcNTlENT, 

**  I  ft-,  Becaufe  unwilling  to  depart  from  the  eftabliflicd  princi- 
ple 6f  the  Land  Tax  beirtg  voted  annually  ;  a  principle,  we  con- 
ceive; founded  oil  the  molt  folid  bails  of  political  wifdom. 
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*'  2dly,  Becaufe  the  introdudion  of  fo  ferious  an  innovation,  as 
rendering  the  Land  Tax  perpetual^  appears  to  us  neither  beneficial 
to  the  public,  nor  juft  to  individuals.  That  tax  being  from  its 
very  nature  unequal,  and  liable  to  fluftuation  from  a  variety  of 
caufcs,  cannot  furnifti  any  reafonable  ground  on  which  to  eftablifh 
one  permanent,  uniform  plan  of  financial  operation. 

*^  3^'y>  Becaufe  the  propofed  plan  of  fale  or  redemption,  with  a 
view  to, the  general  profperity  of  the  country,  appears  totally  falla- 
cious, as  the  mode  in  which  its  operation  is  to  take  effedi  cannot  but 
be  precarious ;  and  (houlid  the  event  propofed  anfwer  the  warmeft 
expeftations  of  the  moft  zealous  advocates  for  the  mcafure,  its  fuccefs 
can  alone  be  derived  from  facrificing  the  great  and  conftitutional  in- 
terefts  of  the  country,  namely,  the  landed,  to  the  more  precarious 
•  and  fludluating  interefi  of  the  monied  property  of  the  kingdom. 

"  4thly,  Becaufe,  admitting  under  the  prefent  circumftances 
the  neceflity  of  great  and  extraordinary  exertions  in  order  to  protect 
our  J/iberties,  Conftitution,  and  Country,  againft  thofe  unprecedercd 
dangers  with  which  we  are  menaced,  wc  flill  think  the  o.  n.jy 
equal  to  refift  fuccefsfuUy  every  probable  degree  of  difficui,  .\v.d 
.  rfanger,  provided  its  refources  are  applied  /with  wiidom  35  wcii  as 
energy.  The  laTid  undoubtedly  muft,  in  common  with  every  oticr 
fpecies  of  property,  bear  its  part  of  the  public  burdens  ;  and  be  tiic 
weight  of  thofe  burdens  more  or  lefs,  according  to  t^e  preffurcof  par- 
V  ticular  times  and  ci.rcumftanccs,  wc  never  can  approve  the  endan- 
gering the  conftitutional  importance  of'  that  intereft  which  has  hi- 
thei'to  been  regarded  as  fo  materially  connedled  with  the  legal'  indc» 
pcndence  and  rational  freedom  of  our  country. 

"  it  is  upon  fhcfe  grounds  we  obje6^  to  this  bill  pafHng  into  a 
law  ;  and  adluatcd  by  no  other  motives  than  the  onfcicntious  dif- 
charge  of  our  duty,,  and  the  nwfl;  earned  widies  for  the  profperity  of 
the  State,  we  have  thought  it  ncceffary  to  record  our  diffent,  in  order 
that  whatever  inconvenience,  vexation,  or  more  ferious  calamity 
may  arifc  from  fuch  a  meafurc  being  adopted,  wc  may  not  appear 
rcfponfible  for  its  confequences,  cither  to  the  prefent  age,  or  to 
poftcrity. 

^<  LEEDS, 

"  LEINSTER. 

"  CAERNARVON, 

«*  SUFFOLK  and  BERKSHIRE." 
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Tuefdajy  June  12. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a 
mefl'age- from  His  Majefty  to  thi^  Houfe,  figned  by  His  Majefty  ;' 
and  he  prefented  the  fame  to  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  read  by  Mr. 
Speaker,   and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

.GEORGE  R. 

His  Majejiy  relying  §n  the  experienced  zeal  and  affcBion  of  his 
faithful  Common  Sy  and  corfidering  that  it  may  be  of  the  utmoji  importance 
to  provide  forfuch  emergencies  as  may  arife  in  this  critical  conjunSfure^ 
is  dejirous  that  this  Houfe  will  fnable  him  to  take  allfuch  meafures  as 
may  he  neceffary  to  dif appoint  or  defeat  any  enterprizes  or  dejigns  of  his 
enemies,  and  as  the  exigencies  of  affairs  may  require. 

G.  R. 

The  meflage  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confi4eration  to- 
morrow. 

IVednefdayy  June  13. 

His  Majefty's  meffagp  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  and  the  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  the  fame 
Committee, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  that  the  fum  of  one  million  be  granted  to  His  Ma- 
jefty, to  enable  His  Majefty  to  take  fuch  meafures  to  defeat  the  ea« 
terprizes  and  defigns  of  his  enenvies  as  the  exigencies  pf  afiairs 
might  require. 

General  TARLETON  (aid,  it  was  ufual  to  ftate  fome  prefatory 
reaibns  before  the  vote  of  credit  was  moved  for  ;  but  if  it  had  not 
been  ufual,  yet  the  circun^Sltances  of  the  country  were  fuch  that  on  the 
prefent  occafion  it  ought  to  have  been  done.  The  Houfe  was  enti- 
tled to  fonne  account  hoy  it  would  be  applied,  and  it  did  not  become 
them  to  vote  million  after  million,  arid  ten  millions  after  ten  mil- 
lions, without  fome  ftatement  of  the  necefthy  for  it.  With  refpeifl 
*to  the  affairs  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  he  fully  expefted  to  hear 
ibfoething  upon  that  head  ;  and  be  fliould  i!pel  himfelf  perfonally 
obliged  tathe  right  honourable  Secretary  if  he,  would  give  an  anfwer 
^ppQ  thofe  points. 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  upon  the  prefent  cxtcafion  it 
would  be  impoflible  to  go  ioto  an  explanation  of  the  mode  in  which 
this  fum  might  be  applied  ;  it  was  voted  for  profped^ive  fervices, 
and  to  be  applied  as  exigencies  might  require  ;  therefore  it  was  im- 
pofTible  to  fay  in  what  manner  it  might  be  expended.  As  to  the 
otheri  particular  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded,  a 
notice  of  a  motion  was  given  for  to-morrow,  when  every  informa- 
tion would  be  given  that  would  be  proper.  At  prefent  the  queftion 
refped^ed  the  vote  of  credit,  and  that  only  could  now  regularly  come 
under  difcuffion. 

General  TARLETON  conceived  this  vote  was  conneded  with 
the  general  expenditure  of  the  country,  and  if  he  were  inclined  re- 
gularly to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  fituation  of  the  military  for 
fome  months  paii,  which  he  contended  he  was  competent  to  do  ^ 
but  would  forbear  from  the  necelTary  length  of  fuch  a  detail. 

Mr.  ROSE  obferved,  tiiat  this  vote  ^as  not  for  fervices  paft,  but 
for  fuch  exigencies  as  might  in  future  arife,  and  which,  from  their 
nature,  were  not  capable  of  being  ftated. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  did  not  expe6l  any  account  of  how  this  money 
was  to  be  expended  ;  that  it  was  no  more  than  a  million,  he  thought 
a  fubje(Sl  of  congratulation  to  the  country  ;  but  he  did  expedl  fomc 
fort  of  an  alTurance  that  it  was  not  intended  to  apply  for  more  during 
the  prefent  fefllon. 

Mr.  ROSp  replied,  that  it  .was  not  in  contemplation  to  apply  for 
more  during  the  prefent -feflTion,  except  the  fum  of  3,500,000!.  on 
Exchequer  bills,  which  he  (hould  prefently  move  in  ihe  Cimimittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  of  which  his  right  honourable  friend  had 
given  notice  in  his  Budget. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  alked,  if  from  any  calculation  they  were  able 
to  fay,  that  one  million  would  be  fufficient ;  or  whether  from  any- 
cftimate  they  really  conceived  it  would  be :  he  thought  it  neceffary 
they  (hould  ftate,  that  their  afking  fo  much  lefs  than  was  exped^cd, 
was  not  mcrdy  a  trap  to  deceive  the  country.  The  right  honour- 
able Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  ftated  the  probable  account  of 
the  vote  of  credit  at  two  millions,  and  he  came  down  prepared  to 
vote  that  fum. 

Mr.  ROSE  obferved,  that  he  would  not  be  fo  ra(h  as  to  pledge 
himfelf  that  the  fervices  would  not  exceed  that  amount ;  but  as  far 
as  conjecture  could  enable  him  to  judge,  the  fum  propofcd  would  be 
fuflScient  to  cover'  the  expences. 

'   Mr.  TIERNEV  faid,  that  it  was  but  a  little  while  fincc,  at  the 

opening  of  the  Budgfef,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftated 

:  vote  of  credit  at  two  millions :  he  wiftied  to  know  upon  what 


JDNk  13.)  bEBAtESi      4  385 

grourids  it  vas  now  thought  that  lefs  would  be  fufficicht,  efpecTally 
as  the  circumftances  of  the  country  feemed  rather  to  warrant  the  eX* 
^flation  of  an  irtcrcafcd  than  a  diminifhed  expenditure  ? 

Mr.  bOSE  replied,  that  an  accurate  eftlmatc  was  hot  then 
thade. 

Mr.  BAKER  auced  upon  What  grounds  the  fubfequc'nt  calcula- 
tion had  been  made  ?  for  he  confidered  the  fuitv  as  too  little ;  and 
if  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  did  not  prevctit  it,  he  certainly  (hould 
ihove  the  larger  fum. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  itioft  cettainly  the  forms  of 
the  Jloufe  did  not  pfevent  the  honourable  gentleman  from  making 
his  propofed  motion,  and  he  (hould  agtee  with  him%  as  he  conceived 
the  larger  fum  would  be  better.  At  the  fame  time  the  Chancdllot 
bf  the  Exchcfquef ,  whofe  bufihefs  it  was  to  Inveftigate  this  point 
with  the  utmoft  accuracy,  wheh  alked,  had  fiated  hi^  opinion  that 
one  million  would  be  fufficient. 

Mr.  BAKiER  then  moved  to  fiibftitute  the  ^ord  "  two"  inftcaj 
bf  «  one." 

Mr.  TIERNEY  could  hardly  believe  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  fctious ;  it  feemed  ro  him  a  wanton  jefting  with  the  public 
purfc.  After  thie  Chancellor  of  the  JExchequer,  whofe  bufinefs  it 
was  t6  eftimate  the  neceffary  amount  of  the  vote  of  credit,  had  de- 
clared that  he  thought  one  milliort  fufficient,  another  honourable 
Member^  without  any  reafon  whatever  fuggefted,  moved  an  ad- 
ditional million,  it  a  period  of  the  fclTion  alfo  when  many  gentle- 
men had  left  town,  as  fuppofing  the  whole  material  fupplies  fettled% » 
He  thought  the  Houfe  was  bound  to  fet  their  faces  againft  fuch 
condudV.  '        ♦     , 

Mr.  BAKER  aflured  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  was 
perfcflly  1erious>  and  he  conceived  that  he  adled  only  up  to  the 
ideas  of  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  for  he  had  declared  that 
he  came  down  prepared  to  vote  the  two  millions* 

Mr.  TIERNEY.  faid,  upon  the  fame  principles  th^t  the  ho- 
nourable gentlemart  propofed  two,  another  Member  m!|ght  proix)fe 
three  millions.  This  vote  was  for  fuch  purpofes  as  could  not  be 
forjsfeen  and  eftlmated.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,*  who 
was  moft  likely  to  know  beft>  had  declared  it  his  opinion  that  one 
million  would  be  fufficient ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  his 
teal,  propofed  another.  '  He  might  be  very  grave  and  fdrious,  but 
he  was  more  grave  than  difcreet. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  fpoke  fliortly  in  favour  of  the 
original  motion^  * 

Vol.  VI.  3D 
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Mr.  WILBfiRFORCE  had  been  aauatcd  by  various  fcclingft 
fincc  the  queftion  was  under  difcuflion.  When,  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance»  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  declared  one  million 
Mras  fufEcienc,  he  was  difpofed  to  acquiefce  in  that  fum  ;  but  he 
applauded  the  zeal  which  his  honourable  friend  had  (hewn  in  giving 
farther  fupport  to  Adminiftration.  If  it  was  to  be  confidered  as  a 
queftioq  of  confidence  in  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  he  was  ready  to 
vote  three,  four,  or  even  five  millions;  but,  upon  the  whole,  he 
thought  the  Houfe  would  be  afling  with  too  much  precipitancy  if 
they  furpafled  the  firil  fum  :  he  thought  it  would  be  more  becoming 
their  gravity  to  vote  only  the  one  million. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  infiftcd,  that  the  propofition  was  a  fevere  cen- 
fure  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  it  implied  he  did  not 
know  what  was  ncceffary  for  his  purpofe  ;  but  that  a  perfon,  with- 
out his  materials  >for  information,  was  a  better  judge. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  upon  farther  confidcration,  he 
thought  it  was  better  to  truft  to  the  ftatemcnt  of  the  perfon  with  efti- 
mates  before  him^  than  to  any  loofe  gefieral  obfervation,  and  it 
might  lead  to  a  precedent  not  defirable. 

Mr.  SIMEON  wi(hed  his  honourable  friend  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

After  a  few  words  from  General  TARLETON,  the  motion  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  fum  of  one  million  voted. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  wiftied  to  aflc  one  queftion.  Notice  of 
a  motion  of  confiderable  importance  had  been  given  for  to-mortow : 
he  wi(hed  to  know  whether  it  was  probable  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  attend  ?  He  very  much  lamented  his  illnefs  ; 
and  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  would  do  him  the  credit  to  be- 
lieve, that  he  did  not  fuppofe  his  abfence  was  occafioned  by  any  po-> 
litical  illnefs.  He  was  convinced  that  it  was  a  real  indifpofition  ; 
but  if  there  was  any  chance  of  his  attending  (hoitly,lie  (bould  en- 
deavour to  perfuade  his  honourable  friend  to  wave  his  motion  for  a 
ihort  time. 

Mr.  ROSE  obferved,  that  a  want  of  health  had  for  fome  time 
prevented  his  right  honourable  friend  from  attending  in  his  place  ; 
and  it  was  imp(^ible  for  him  to  ftate  on  what  day  he  would  be  able 
to  come  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved  the  order  of  the  day 

for  the  third  reading  of  the  Newfpaper  Bill. 

,    Mr.  JEKYLL  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  this  bill  on  the  grounds 

J>(  conftitutional  jeafeufy  for  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs.     He  hoped  the 

\ttomey  Gcner^  would  acquit  hini  of  any  improper  motives  in  his 

Dofition  to  this  bill.    He  for  bis  part  gave  that  honourable  gcn« 
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tlcman  full  credit  for  the  purity  of  his  intention  in  bringing  for* 
m^ard  the  bill ;  but  he  thought  he  was  juflified  in  having  a  fufpicion 
of  the  conftitutional  tendency  of  this  meafure.  The  Houfc,  in  his 
opinion,  ought  to  receive  it  as  a  queflion  of  the  firft  magnitude^  as  it 
went  to  infringe  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs — a  thing  which  had  now 
been  held  facred  for  above  a  century ;  and  this  was  the  firft  inftance 
in  which  it  was  broke  in  upon.  The  Houfe  would  bear  in  recollec- 
tion the  abominable. conduft  of  the  Court  of  Star-chamber:  that 
conduft  was  continued  during  the  reigns  of  ihofe  two  deteftable 
Monarchs,  Charles  the  Sccqnd  and  James  the  Second  :  and  he  bc- 
Jicved  a  rclUiftion  continued  after  the  Revolution  until  the  year 
'  1694,  From  that  latter  period  until  the  prefent  time,  the  Liberty 
of  the  Prefs  was  held  facred. 

He  knew  that  the  Attorney  General  had  ftated  this  bill  as  one  of 
mere  regulation.  But  to  what  point  did  it  go  ?  It  went  to  render 
profecutiops  for  libel  more  eafy  ;  and  in  his  mind  this  was  but  the 
beginning  of  2^  fyftem  to  deftroy  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  and  that 
was,  in  his  mind,  a  fufficient  ground  of  jealoufy.  His  opinion  upon 
this  point  was  (ronfiderably  fortified  when  he  contemplated  the  con^ 
du6l  of  Adminiftration  in  other  refpe<Ss ;  he  felt  they  were  attempt- 
ing to  undermine  the  freedom  of  that  cenforial  power  veftcd  in  the 
people,  and  which  vv»i(!  nqw  one  of  the  beft  remaining  fecuritics  for 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  One  cfFcd^  of  th«  meafure  would  bq  to 
drive  all  perfons  of  property  from  having  any  conned^ion  with  newC- 
papers.  They  wou}d  not  embark  their  fortunes  in  fuch  concerns ; 
^nd  the  neceffary  confequencc  muft  be,  that  they  would  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  dregs  of  the  people.  We  (hould  have  articles  of  ca-, 
lumny  aqd  fcandal  diftributed  on  coarfe  brown  paper,  at  the  corner 
of  every  ftreet.  In  point  of  fad},  what  was  a  newfpapcr  at  prefent, 
t)Ut  a  circulation  of  the  news  of  the  day,  fuch  things  as  one  nr»an 
communicated  to  another  r  He  was  cfonvinced  that  any  reftraint 
upon  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  in  the  cafe  of  newfpapers,  woul'^  be 
attended  with  more  mifciiief  than  any  it  pretended  to  remedy.  Upon 
thefc  grounds,  he  truftcd  the  Houfe  would  liot  adopt  thefe  rcftric- 
tioiis  which  were  now  brought  forward?  for  the  firft  time  within  the 
period  of  a  century. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  his  objea  was,  and 
fp  he  trufted  the  operation  of  the  bill  would  be,  to  rcftorc  the  Liberty 
of  the  Prefs,  in  contradiftinflion.to,  ar^d  in  diminution  of,  the  non- 
refponfible  licentioufnefs  of  the  Prefs ;  arid  it  was  becaufe  fomc 
wrfons  Vere,  ofti  account*  of  its  licentioufnefs,  lefs  attached  to  the 
Literty  of  the  Prefs  than  he  wiftied  them  to  be,  that  he  brought  in 
x\xi&  bill.     The  true  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  was  thi$;  that  every 
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m^n  may  publifli  wh^t  he  plcafes*,  but  he.ftiould  be  riefppnfible  tq 
the  Public  for  what  he  publifhcd.  Any  man  might  make  fair  and 
free  remarks  on  public  men  and  public  meafures,  and  fuch  mer^ 
Spnight  carry  on  their  newfpapers  after  this  bill  paflcd  as  well  as  they 
did  before  it  was  thought  of;  it  only  fecured  to  the  Public  that 
which  they  had  a  right  to  call  for-r-the  appearance  of  a  refponfible 
\party  in  a  Court  of  Juflice,  fo  sts  to  be  amenable  to  law.  The 
learned  gentleman  had  faid,  that  this  bill  would  throw  newfpapcr^ 
irito  the  hands  of  the  dregs  of  the  People.  It  would  do  no  fuch 
thing;  it. had  for  its  objedt  that  they  (hould  not  continue  in  the 
hands  of  the  dregs  of  the  People,  and  perfons  who  were  not  vifible 
to  thofe  whom  they  were  conftantly  calumniating  in  private  life  as 
T^xll  as  in  public  character.  He  had  fo  frequently  had  opcafion  to 
explain  himfelf  upon  thi§  bill,  that  it  was  not  neceflary  for  him  now 
to. detain  the  Houfe  any  longer  qpon  the  fubjcdt.  He  felt  perfonal 
obligations  to  every  Member  \vho  had  given  his  attention  to  \t.  .  He 
could  now  only  fay,  it  was  on  the  principle  of  the  Liberty  of  the 
Prefs  he  had  brought  in  this'bill :  it  was  an  attempt  to  reftore  the 
Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  by  making  thofe  who  injure  the  charaflers  of 
others  in  newfpapers,  anfwerable  for  it  in  the  fame  way  i|[i  which 
every  other  man  was  anfwerable.  ^ 

;  Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  fpoke  nearly  in  the  following 
terms  : — The  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  is  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  and  fo 
importaiit  for  the  prefervation  of  that  fipall  portion  of  liberty  which 
ilill  remains  to  the  cpuntry,  that  I  cannot  allow  the  bill  before  the 
Houfe  to  pafs,  without  giving  i|:  my  oppofition,  andftating  the  ob- 
je<£tions  which  principally  occur  to  n^y  mind  upon  the  fubjef^,  I 
am  fo  decidedly  hoftjle  to  the  general  principle  of  this  bill,  ot  of  any 
bill  infringing  in  th^  flighteft  degree  upon  the  liberty  of  the  prefs — 
a  blefling  I  am  t|ic  more  jealous  of,  as  it  is  fo  peculiarly  our-own — 
and  I  am  at  the  farne  time  fo  convinced  that  the  prefs  at  prefent  la- 
bours under  greater  reftraint  than  is  neceflary  for  th?  fuppreflfmg 
pf  licentioufnefs,  or  eyen  than  is  confiftent.  yvith  perfc(3  freedom, 
that  I  (hall  not  take  up  the  time  of  th^  Hoiife  by  enteriiig  into  ^ 
detail  of  the  bill,  but  content  myfelf  with  generally  ftating  my  rea- 
fons  for  objeding  to  it  altogether^  J  am  the  more  alarmed  at  this 
bill,  becaufe  it  admits  of,  and  has  tnet  with,  much  fpccipus  argu- 
^nent  in  its  fupport — -fuch  was  all  that  train  of  rc^foning  concerr;- 
ing  the  neceflity  of  fccuring  individuals  agj^inft  the  (hafts  of  private 
palu,mny  ;  whild  the.  real  objeft  lay  concealed — the  fgppreffi'ng  of 
thofe  free  animadver(ipns_vJpon  public  men  and  j)ublic  condyfl:, 
which  is  the  only  check  we  now  have  upon  our  rqler?,  and  whicl^ 
••ontrols  in  foroe  deercc  ,the  adlions  of  the  moft  deprived  of  man- 
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)(ind.  "  Judivitf  Tiherius^  pr^ra  quels  laceraliter^  atque  firculj 
fjl;*  and  which  is  the  only  prop  wc  have  left  to  fuftain  the  tottc 
ing  fabric  of  the  rights  of  the  People. 

Sir,  this  meafute  comes  from  the  King's  Attorney  Gcneral- 
iquarter  from  whence  any  meafure  which  proceeds,  more  eipecial 
one  touching  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  (hould  by  Englifhmen  be  fc 
held  Mith  an  eye  of  jealous  fufpicion— -a  rock,  fays  Lord  Bacc 
fpeaking  of  that  fituation  (and  he,  1  take  it,  was  no  ill  judge 
thefe  matters),  upon  which  every  virtue  of  humanity  has  fo  fi 
quently  fplit.  It  is,  therefore,  the  offspring  of  a  very  rfoubtful  ( 
fent,  ulhered  into  the  world  under  moft  unfavourable  aufpices,  a 
introduced  at  a  time  rendering  it  particularly  an  objedV  of  we 
founded  fufpjcion  ;  for,  if  ever  there  was  a  time  in  which  it  mig 
j-cafontibly  be  fuppofed  Government  would  be  defirous  of  keep! 
its  condu£l  from  public  inveftigatiori,  the  prefent  moment  is  tl 
very  time.  I  do,  therefore.  Sir,  regard  this  bill,  on  every  accoui 
on  account  of  its  general  principle,  on  account  of  the  fource  frc 
whence  its  fprings,  on  account  of  the  circumftanccs  under  which 
is  brought  forward,  a$  demanding  our  nioft  vigilant,  earncft  a 
anxious  attention. 

Sir,  the  law  is  already  armed  with  more  than  power  fqffici< 
for  puniihingthe  errors  and  retraining  the  cxceffes  of  the  prefs ;  I 
a  Gqverriment  aiming  at  tyranny  will  never  think  the  prefs  enou 
under  control,  until  it  is  able  to  commit  every  outrage  without  I 
fear  of  reproach.  To  commit  injuftice  without  hearing  of  it, 
the  grand  defidcratum  and  key-ftone  of  tyranny  ;  and  thus  ev: 
Goverriment  aiming  at  that  objedt,  never  fails  to  complain  bitte 
pf  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs,  and  of  the  difficulty  of  coming; 
thofe  perfon?,  the  proprietors  of  public  prints,  who,  if  not  veti 
are  marked  out  as  its  vi(5^ims. 

Sir,  a  good  Government,   a  free  Governnncnt,  has  nothing 
apprehend,  and  every  thing  to  hope,  from  the  Liberty  of  the  Pr< 
it  refledis  a  luftre  upon  all  its  ad^ions,  and   fofters  every  vir 
But  defpotifm  courts  (hade  and  obfcurity :  it  dreads  the  fcrutini<  i 
eye  of  liberty. .    The  freedom  of  the  prefs,  which  prefs  into  its 
cret  receffes,  difcoveripg  it  in  its  lurking- holes,  and  drags  it  fort  i 
public  deteftation.      Sir,  if  a  tyrannically  difpofed  Prince,  fuppc 
by  an  unprincipled,  profligate  Minifter,  backed  by  a  notorious 
l^upt  Parliarnent,  was  to  caft  abotit  for  means  to  fecure  fuch  a  t  i 
tyranny,. ][  know  of  no  means  he' coulcl.  deyife  fo  efFeflual  for 
purpofe  as  the  bill  now  upon  your  table. 

*  Sir,  fhat  great  man,  with  whom  the  Minifter  feems  to  be  i 
^erpncd  jp  fjjrm  s(  ftriking  and  everlafting  contr^ft— his  fatn  i 
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Great  let  me  call  him,  for  his  memory  I  (hall  ever  revere— for 
he  was  a  true  friend  to  the  Liberties  of  his  Coqntry-^Sir,  he  has 
left  his.opinioa  upon  this  fubjed^  for  the  good  of  his  country,  upon 
record.  When  preffcd,  by  the  fycopbants  of  power  of  his  time, 
to  allow  ^  meafure  of  this  nature  to  be  brought  into  Parliament 
under  his,  Adminiftration-— when  urged  to  it  on  the  fcore  of  fup- 
prefling  the  calumnies  which,  he  was  told,  KTued  from  the  pref$ 
againil  his  own  reputation,  *<  No  !!"  faid  he,  with  a  dignity  of  foul 
that  cha^adlerized  the  man  ;  ^'  the  prefs,  like  the  air,  is  a  chartered 
Jibprtine."  But,  Sir,  it  feems  the  puny  chs^ftity  of  the  fon's  charac- 
ter will  not  admit  of  any  libertine  cxcefs.  ,  His  notions  of  public 
good  are  different  from  thofe  of  his  great  progenitor. 

Sir,  the  prefeht  Minifters  are  in  the  habit  of  fearing  us  info  a 
fupport  of  their  meafures,  by  holding  oqt  to  us  the  dread  of  Revolu- 
tion, whilft  themf(?lves  are  the  greateft  Revolutionifts,  the  only 
enemy  from  whom  we  have  any  thing  to  apprehend,  from  whorn 
we  have  fufFcred  much,  and  have  ftill  more  to  dre«id,  Sir,  they 
have'  nearly  completed  a  great  Hevolution,  not  in  favour  of,  but 
againft  liberty.  Need  I  remind  you.  Sir,  of  the  unconi^iturional 
meafures  (for  this  is  only  one  of  many)  they  arc  daily  introducing 
into  this  Houfe-^nced  |  mention  th^  wicked  praflices  which  pre- 
vail^ which  have  arifen,  and  been  matured,  under  this  Adminif^ra- 
tion— contrary  to  the  old  laws,  cuiloms  and  ufages  of  this  once  free 
and  happy  Country  ? — Sir,  there  is.  one  enormity  which  has  fo  fre-  ^ 
quently  excited  my  difguft  and  indignation,  ths^t  I  cannot  forbear 
mentioning  it  upon  this,  and  indeed  I  Ihall  be  careful  to  mention 
it.  upon  every  occafion.  It  is  the  infamoqs  pradljce,  by  which  the 
whole  law  of  imprifonment  is  altered,  of  fending  men  to  thofe  baf- 
tilcs  which  difgrace  the  face  of  the  country — thofe  private  priCms 
where,  under  the  pretence  of  regulations,  puni(hments  are  inflidled 
upon  men,  as  illegal  as  they  are  cruel  and  unjuft.  And  what  a!re 
thcfe  regulations,  as  they  are  called  ?  To  keep  men  in  difmal, 
heart'fickening  folitude-— to  feed  them  upon  bread  and  water,  and 
that  fcantily  too-— to  doom  them  to  hard  labour,  an  indefinite  term, 
cxa£ted  by  (Iripes,  at  the  will,  perhaps  at  the  bi;utal  caprice  of  a 
mercilefs  joilor  !  If  this  is  not  tyranny,  I  (hould  be  glad  to  fee 
any  man  fland  up  in  this  Houfe,  and  define  what  tyranny  i$. 
Why,  Sir,  it  is  natdral  for  fuch  a  Government  to  complain  of  the 
licentioufnef^  of  the  prefs.  Sir,  this  is  part  of  that  Revolution 
which  has  been  brought  about,  and  which  the  prefent  bill  goes  to 
fecurer— the  feeds  of  which  were  fown  as  early  as  the  ac^effion  of 
the  prefent  King  to  the  Throne— -the  effedls  of  which,  the  great 
^  -'•d' Chatham  wifely  forefaw,  and  boldly  forewarned  bis  country; 
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fiut,  Sir^  unhappily,  Minlfterial  artiBcc  ajid  coituption  blinded  thft 
nation  then,  as  it  docs  now  ;  and  there  is  too  much  reafoh  to  feai^ 
It  will  endy  as  that  great  Statefmail  forej^old,  in  thelubverfiori  0^ 
our  old  free  Conftitutiony  arid  in  the  eftabli(hment  oFa  Germaii 
Government.  When  1  fay  a  German  Government^  t  hope  it  will 
not  be  looked  upon  as  a  mere  term  of  invefliv^  ;  for  I  firmly  be- 
lieve there  is  a  plan  for  governing  this  countfy,  riot  according  tb 
its  old  liberal  maxims  as  eftabli(hed  at  the  Revolution,  but  accord- 
ing to  a  new  fyftcm,  or  rather  a  renovated  fyfteitl,  repugnant  td 
every  principle  of  liberty  and  of  juftice.  Sir,  the  Miriiftet"  proceeds 
warily,  and  with  caution,  in  the  execution  of  his  plan.  He  never 
attempts  to  add  another  link  to  the  chain,  until  the  preceding  ont 
is  rivet^  .firmly  upon  us.  It  behoves  us  to  ufe  no  lefs  cir(5um- 
fpedtion  to  countera^  his  defign.  Above  all,  !t  behoves  us  to  keep 
the  prefs  free— to  watch  it  with  all  the  anxiety  which  a  lover  bc- 
ftows  upon  his  miftrefs— to  be  fearful  left  the  breath  of  Heaven 
(hould  vifit  her  face  too  rudely — to  be  a  little  blind  to  her  faults, 
and  exteedingly  kind  to  her  virtues-— but,  at  all  events,  not  to 
fufFer  the  (lighteft  attack  upon  her  perfon. 

Sir,  this  bill  appears  to  me  the  more  dangerous,  becaufe  it  doe& 
not,  at  firft  fight,  and  upon  a  fuperficial  view  of  it,  prcfent  tbefe 
traits  of  harfhnefs  and  feverity  which  create  difguft  and  alarm.  A 
direct,  open,  violent  attack  upon  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  even  in  the 
adual  fervile  condition  of  the  public  mind,  might  poflfibly  roufe 
fome  degree  of  energy  and  fpirit  to  oppofe  it :  but  this  meafure  faps 
and  undermines  ;  and,  from  not  wearing  the  garb  of  violence,  like 
the  filent  lapfe  of  time,  is  fo  much  the  more  certain  in  its  eflfed. 
But  I  do  hope  and  truft  my  countrymen  ftill  retain  enough  of  that 
old  plain  Englifh  common  fenfe,  not  to  receive  as  food  that  which 
will  inevitably  be  converted  into  poifon. 

Sir,  feeing  in  this  meafure  the  moft  extenfivq^^mifchief,  and  no 
adequate  good  poflTible  to  refult  from  it-.— relying  upon  the  good 
fenfe,  fpirit  and  well-founded  jealoufy  of  our  forefathers  upon  this 
fubje6l,  exprefled  in  all  their  aQions,  and  in  the  words  of  maqy  of 
the  wifeft  and  grcateft  amongft  them,  I  (hall  be  content  to  guide 
my  conduA  upon  this  occafion  by  their  judgement,  and  confequcntly 
fliall  give  my  vote  againft  a  bill  touching  the  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
and  deriving  its  origin  from  the  Attorney  General  to  the  Crown. 

Right  honourable  D.  RYDER  was  not  at  ^all  furprized  that  a 
gentleman  who  confidered  every  meafure  of  Government  taken,  he 
would  fay,  for  the  prefervation  of  liberty,  as  hoftile  te  freedon\,  to 
oppofe  this  bill ;  but  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  be  fo  far  mifled 
as  to  f9rget  what  this  bill  was.     It  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  pofiTible 
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for  any  man  who  looked  at  this  biU  coolly j  to  think  it  had  any  ten- 
dency againft  the  Liberty  of  the  Prcfs.  ^  He  would  aik^  was  therd 
any  thing  in  the  bill  that  had  the  fmalleft  tendency  ib  making  that 
criminal  which  was  not  by  the  law  of  the  land  criminal  already  ? 
Did  it,  in  any  refpecl,  vary  the  conduS  which  a  Court  arid  jury 
were  to  purfue  ?  •  Did  it  vafy  the  manner  in  which  libels  were  td 
be  tried  ?  As  to  the  tyranny  of  Adminiftration  againft  the  Liberty 
of  the  Prefs,  he  conceived,  that  if  ever  there  was  an  Adminiftratiori 
that  defcrVed  a  contrary  defcription,  the  prefcnt  was  that  Adminif^ 
tration.  Was  it  forgotten  how  they  fupported  the  bill  of  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr,  Fox),  whom  he  did  not  fee  in  his  place, 
for  enlarging  the  power  of  juries  ?  This  bill  was  only  to  prevent 
the  evafions  of  the  proprietors  of  newfpapers  from  being  anfwerable 
for  what  appeared  in  their  papers.  They  were  always  anfwerable 
by  law ;  and  this  was  only  to  compel  them  to  come  forward,  and 
abide  the  event  of  a  fair  trial  in  a  Court  of  Juftice.  This  was  not 
only  the  law  of  England,  but  was  alfo  the  law  of  all  countriesj 
under  all  Governments,  ever  fince  the  prefs  was  invented.  This 
bill  faid  nothing  whether  a  man  (hould  be  deemed  guilty  or  not  i 
it  only  provided  that  he  (hould  come  forward  and  ftand  trial. 

Mn  SHERIDAN  had  heard  nothing  in  favour  of  this  bill  fhaf 
in  the  leaft  tended  to  change  his  opinion,  which  was,  that  it  was  bad 
in  principle.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  there  was 
nothing  in  this  bill  made  criminal  that  was  not  fo  before  :  if  fo,  he 
(hould  be  glad  to  know  what  was  the  ufe  of  the  bill  ?  Govern- 
ment pretended  that  they  could  not  find  refpohfible  men  about  newf- 
papers ;  but  that  was  a  mere  pretence.  They  faid  they  could  not 
find  the  editor  of  the  Courier  ;  bgt  that  was  not  true — there  always 
was  a  refponfible  perfon  concerned  in  that  paper,  and  his  name  and 
ad^refs  muft  be  at  th^  Stamp-ofEce.  The  bill,,  as  originally 
brought  in,  macfSf  every  perfon  who  had  a  (hare  in  a  newfpapef 
equally  liable  to  profecution  with  its  conduflor  ;  but  this  monftrous 
abfurdity  had  ftruck  every  body,  and  it  was  altered  ;  if  it  had  not^ 
(hares  that  had  been  bought  for  two  hundred  pounds  woiJd  not 
have  fold  for  two-pence.  He  had  oppofed  that  part  of  the  biil| 
and  it  was  altered.  The  firft  objeft  of  the  bill,  he  believed,  was> 
(fuch  certainly  would  have  been  the  efFedl  of  it),  to  throw  all  tlii 
newfpapers  of  this  country  into  the  hands  of  Government.  Such^ 
he  was  afraid,  would  ftill  be  the  eflFedl  of  it.  Pei^fiftihg  in  this  man- 
ner, only  proved  there  was  a  fyftematic  defign  to  put  an  end  to  th^ 
Liberty  of  the  Prefs  altogether.  The  vifible  publi(her  of  a  newC* 
paper  had  always  been  confidered  as  the  perfon  who  was  anfwcf- 
*n  a  Court  of  Juftice ;  but  now  a  di^reht  plan  was  adopted. 
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He  dbjt&ei  to  tfaat«  .  Thete  vere  many  perfons  ^ho  contributed 
to '  the  publie^ion  of  mry  excellent  works;  tt^at  were  extremely 
ufeful  to  the. Public;  and  yet  who  had  good  reafons  for  concealing 
their  names ;  and  what  was  the  harm  of  that  concealment  ? 
There  w(/uld  always  be  a  publiflhcr  eafily  brought  forward  to  anfwer 
all  the  porpofes  of  fecurity  for  what  was  publi(hed*  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  (hew  that  this  bill  tended  to  do  away  the  fpirit  of  Mr. 
Fox's  bill;  and  alio  that  parts  of  this  bill  were  inconfiftent  with 
each  other ;  and^  laAly,  he  objedled  to  it^  becaufe  it  reverfed  the 
order  of  judicial  proceedings^  by  caAing  the  ^nus  on  the  perfoo  air- 
cufed>  inftead  of  the  accufihg  party. 

He  wiflied  to  krfow  whether  the  editor  of  a  newfpapcr,  if  he 
could  pro&e  that  the  obje^lbnable  paragraph  had  been  taken  from 
a  French  paper,  fliould  be  liable  to  the  penalties  cnadlcd  by 
the  biil. 

'  Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  replied,  that  if  the  paragraph 
contained  a  libel  of  that  atrocious  nature  which  went  to  bring  into 
contempt  His  Majefty's  perfon  and  Government,  the  editor  of  the 
newfparper  publifhing  fuch  libel  (hould,  no  doubt,  be  liable  to  the 
penakies  in  the  bill,  whether  he  proved  that  he  took  it  from  a 
French  newfpaper  or  not.  ^  ^ 

Mr.  WIGLEY  contended,  that  the  principle  introduced  in  the 
prefent  bill  was  far  difiereht  from  that  of  the  a^  that  already 
exifted.  ^ 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  exprcffed  the  ftrongeft  difapprobation 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  prefent  bill  was  oppofed,  and  of  the  lan- 
guage and  tone  in  which  that  oppolition  had  been  exprelTcd.  He 
felt  particularly  (hocked  at  the  language  ufed  by  an  honourable  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  Francis  Burdett) :  and  he  felt  the  more  fore  at  its  intem- 
perance, as,  from  the  very  liberal  principles  ufually  maintained  by 
that  honourable  Baronet,  he  was  likely  to  cxprefs^the  fentiments  of 
a^  large  clafs  of  the  community.  After  the  extreme  folicitude  which 
the 'honourable  Baronet  betrayed  concerning  the  nature*  of  the  bill, 
he  could  not  but  be  furpfifed  at  his  capricious  and  irregular  attend- 
ance when  the  bill  was  difcufTed  in  its  other  ftages,  where  the  ho- 
oourable  Baronet  might  have  mora  properly  offered  his  objed^ions, 
and  where  they  might  be  more  eafily  removed.  Thcfe  objeftions, 
tberefore,  and  the  glowing  language  with  which  they  were  enforced, 
muff  be  intended  to  have  their  influence  and  operation  clfewhcre 
than  in  this  Houfe.  It  was  with  diftrefs  and  ahgtfifli  of  mind  he 
was  compelled  to  make  thefe  obfervations ;  but  he  was  fiill  more 
diftreflTed  at  the  language  he  had  heard,  the  mifchieyous  tendciKY  6i 
which  bad  neceflarily  called  them  forth.  1. 

Yoh.  VI.  3  E 
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Mr.  ROBERT  THORNTON  fiud,  that  no  rarfbnable  pre- 
caution  (hould  be  omitted  to  curb  the  liceotiouihefs  of  the  preft.  We 
had  witnefled  the  horrors  of  the  Revolution  in  France,  and  and  we 
had  now  to  deplore  fimilar  horrors  from  the  Rebellion  that  rages  in 
Ireland.  But  what  has  been  their  principal  fource  ?  Was  it  not 
a  fcandalous  and  abominable  abufe  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  i  He 
feldom  rofe  to  trouble  the  ^  Houfe ;  and  if  he  now  fpoke  with 
warmtht  it  was  becaufe  he  was  deeply  concerned  at  the  language 
that  had  fallen  from  certain  gentlemen  this  night,  particularly  from 
an  honourable  Baronet.  He  hoped,  however,  that  they  meant 
well ;  but  if  they  did,  their  fentiments  difliered"  very  widely  indeed 
from  his.  He  was  forry  they  did  not  attend  to  the  ferious  com- 
plexion of  the  times,  which  were  alarming  indeed,  and  fufficient  to 
make  even  the  Jiones  to  /peak  ! 

The  queAion  was  then  put,  That  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time, 
and  agreed  to  without  a  divilion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  propofed  to  amend  the  bill,  by  leaving  out 
the  two  claufes  which  puni(hed,  as  libellous,  any  extraAs  that  were 
pretended  to  be  made,  or  were  really  made,  frosa  French  newspa- 
pers, if  they  had  a  tendency  to  bring  ipto  contempt  the  perfon  and 
government  of  His'  Majefty.  This  amendment  he  propofed,  be- 
caufe the  claufes  appeared  to  him  to  be  ufelefs* 

Mn  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  had  maturely 
confide^ed  every  claufe  of  the  bill,  and  could  not  bring  himfelf  to 
think  that  any  of  them  were  ufelefs* 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  and  Mr.  Sylvefter 
Douglas,  oppofed  the  amendment. 
.  Mr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Ticrncy  fupported  it. 
.  M^  TIERNEY  particularly  adverted  .to  the  hardlhips  to  which 
the  proprietors  of  country  newfpapers  would  be  expofed  by  the  pre- 
fecit  bill :  they  wer;C  well  known  to  copy  thdr  foreign  intelligaKe 
ifrom  the  Londpn  newfpapers  ;  nor  was  it  in  their  power  to  pro- 
duce the  original  journals  from  whieh  that  intelligence  migjht  be 
extra<3ed.     * 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  pcrfevered  in  obferving,  that  if  the  Attorney 
General  would  but  take  thofecladfes  into  more  mature  confideration, 
his  candour  would  no  doubt  incline  him  to  relinquiih  them.  He 
would,  therefore,  move  that  the  debate  on  this  question  be  now 
adjourned. 

This  RU)tion  was  Oppofed  by  the  Attorney  General  and  Mn 
'|t|Vi^^  \  9"^  ^^c  queftion  being  put  upon  it,  the  Houfe  divided : 
-Aj^Wi  9  \  Noes,  44.     Majority,  35. 

The  bill  was  then  palTtdi  and  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the  Loids. 
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Whfl«  ftrangen  were  excluded,  Mr.  BAKER  intimated  his  in'- 
lentil  n  to  .move,  that  the  ftinding  order^  excluding  Grangers  from 
the  gailerf ,  (hou^a  be  enforced  tb-morrow,  when  Mr.  Sheridan's 
modon  xefpefling  Ireland  comes  on. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thurfdayf  yune  14- 

The  feveral  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  in  their  re- 
ipedtive  ftagcs. 

Among  thefe,  were  the  commitment  of  the  Mi fdeme.^ nor  Cofts* 
Bill :  and  Lord  Walfingham  having  taken  the  chair. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  called  the  attention  of  their 
Lordfliips  to  the  proviiions  of  the  bil1»  particularly  to  that  which  re- 
ftridted  the  payment  of  cofts  to  cafes  decided  at  the  county  affizes— 
this  re(lri<Stion  he  thought  highly  improper  2  the  provifions  of  the 
bill  (hould  extend  to  profecutions  decided  upon  at  Quarter  Seflions, 
&c*  He  pointed  out  to  the  Committee  the  many  inconveniences 
which  would  arife  to  the  Public,  by  thetneafure  of  confining  the 
payment  of  cofts  to  cafes  decided  at  the  aflizes  ;  and  concluded  by 
propoiingan  amendment  which  obviated  this  objedlion,  and  which, 
as.  we  could  collect,  was  precifely  to  leave  out  that  part  of  the  firft 
paragraph,  beginning  with  t|ie  words,  **  His  Majefty's,"  and  elid- 
ing with  "Gaol  delivery,"  and  inferting  in  the  room  thereof  **  The 
Court/'  His  Lordfhip  alfo  added,  that  the  1^111  involved  fome 
points  which  required  a  very  mature  deliberation.  In  this  view, 
he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  poftpone  the  bill  for  the  prefent  fef- 
fion  ;  and  intimated  his  intention  on  a  future  ftage  of  the  bill,  to 
move  to  defer  its  confideration  for  fix  weeks.  In  cafe  the  Houfc 
fhould  agree  with  him  in  that  point,  he  thought  it  would  be  advife- 
able  to  circulate  copies  of  the  bill  through  the  feveral  counties,  in 
order  that  theoinnions  of  thofc  moft  converianton  the  fubje3  might 
be  taken. 

His  Lordfhip  then  moved  his  amendment  as  above  ftated»  and 
oh  the  queftion  being  put. 

The  Earl  of  CAERNARVON  obferved,  that  he  agreed  in 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  One  provifion 
n  the  bill  he  was  particularly  hofiile  to,  that  which  ordered  the  pay- 
ment of  the  cofts  to  be  made  by  the  treafurer  of  the  county.     This 
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reguladofi  he  deemed  tinju(} — Fhft,  fc«»ofe»  iIk  PobKe  trp^  be 
bene  ted  by  it,  the  expence  (hould  be  c*efiayed  by  the  piMc  tvea- 
fury  ;  and  Secondly,  becaufe,  by  paying  them  out  of  the  cotinry 
rates,  the  burden  would  fall  eiurlufively  upon  the  landfaokkis.  It 
vrzs  his  intention  to  have  propofed  an  amendment  to  this  effed  ; 
but  as  the  learned  Lord  propofed  to  n:ove  to  defer  the  oonfideration 
of  the  whole  meafure  to  a  future  fefiion»  fuch  a  proceeding  on  his 
p^irt  was  rendered  unneceflfary.  ^ 

The  amendment  propofed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  then 
agreed  to  by  the  Committee,  and  the  Houfe  refuming,  the  TGport 
was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TTmrfdayy  yune  14. 

Mr.  BAKER,  with  an  intention  to  exclude  ftrangcrs  from  the 
Houfe  during  the  debate  which  was  about  to  take  place  on  the  pre- 
fent  ftatel>f  Ireland,  moved  that  the  landing  orders  of  the  Houfe 
be  »ead  ;  which  being  done,  ftrangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  ABBOT  agreed  perfe6\ly  with  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
the  propriety  of  carrying  into  execution  the  (landing  order  of  the 
Houfe  with  refpe£txto  the  exclufion  of  {grangers  at  this  important 
crifis,  when  a  fubjcdt  of  fo  very  delicate  a  nature  was  about  to  be 
difcutTed.  But  he  trufted  at  the  fame  time  that  the  order  would  be 
thoroughly  carried  into  effect ;  and  he  therefore  hoped  it  would  be 
confidered  that  if  any  perfon  (liould  prefume  to  publifh  an  account 
of  what  might  pafs,  or  what  might  be  fuppofcd  to  have  pafied,  on 
the  fi^je£i  of  difcuSion  this  day,  he  (bould  be  proceeded  agatnft  as 
guilty  of  a  high  mifdemeanor  and  a  grofs  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  the  Hou(e>  and  be  punilhed  accordingly.  The  gallery  was  then 
cleared. 

Mr,  SHERIDAN>  in  a  mod  eloquent  fpecch,  featured  to  the 
Houfe  the  lamentable  ftatc  of  the  (ifter  kingdom.  He  cotiduded 
ndth  moving  for  a  Commtttee  of  Imjuify^  to  examine  into  the 
caufes  of  the  prefcnt  Rebellion  in  Ireland. 

This  DRDtion  of  Mr.  Sheridan  was  (Wrongly  fupparted  by  Lord 
George  Cavendifh,  Mr.  W.  Smithy  Generate  Tarkton  and  Fhs- 
Patrick,  Mr.  MartirK  Six  W.  Miiner»  \>t,  Liiuzeiice}  Mrt 
Ni<:holis>  and  Mr.  Tkracf  * 
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it  was  i^pofed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Diincb6»  Loid  Htwlcdbuty^ 
Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Windhnm,  and  Mr.  Ellifoo. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  for  a  Committee 
of  Inquiry-'^-'^Aycs,  43  ;  Noes,  159. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  moved  the  following  addrefs  to  His  Ma- 
jcfty,  for  the  purpofe  of  having  it  recorded  on  the  Journak  of  the 
Houfe: 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs'be  prefcnted  to  His  Majefty,  to  fub- 
mit  our  opinion  to  His  Majefty,  that  the  deplorable  ftate  <rf  Ireland 
calls  for  an  immediate  and  total  change  of  councils  and  meafures  in 
that  kingdom  i  that  if  the  fyftem  of  coercion,  enforced  in  the  man- 
ner it  has  been,  (hould  fuccecd  to  the  full  extent  of  the  mod  fan- 
guine  expedlations  of  thofe  who  have  advifed  it,  the  conquefl  of  a 
defert  is  all  that  can  be  obtained  by  it ;  and  that  Ireland,  fo  re- 
duced, and  fo  defoIated>  can  noway  be  preferved  but  by  a  continued 
wafte  of  the  wealth  and  ftrcpgth  of  Great  Brftain,  for  which  no 
other  return  frorin  that  country  can  be  rationally  expecScd  but  impla- 
cable hatred,  waiting  for  revenge — that  if  thefe  meafures  fail,  the 
pojfihilify  of  which  no  wife  Government  would  leave  out  of  its  cal* 
culation,  Ireland  will  not  merely  be  loft,  but  may  become  an  ac« 
ceflion  to  the  power  of  France,  and  England  beexpofed  to' the  ifluc 
of  a  conteft  on  English  ground,  not  for  acquifition  or  dominion, 
but  probably  for  exiftence, 

"  We  fhould  fail  in  the  duty  we  have  undertaken,  if  we  did 
nor,  at  the  fame  time,  exprefs  to  your  Majefty  our  abfolute  convic- 
tion, that  no  change  of  fyftem  in  Ireland  would  be  efFedlual  to  its 
purpofe,  without  a  removal  of  thofe  perfons  whofe  councils  have 
produced  the  prefent  calamities,  and  who  cannot  in  reafon  be  con-,!' 
fidered  as  capable  of  correcting  their  own  errors,  or  of  attempting  it 
with  fincerity  ;  and  whofe  part  condu6l,  both  in  pradlice  and  pro^ 
feflion,  renders  it  impoflible  for  them,  even  were  they  to  afl  on  a 
fincere  convidlion  of  paft  error,  ^o  raife  an  expectation  in  Ireland  of 
fuch  a  Government,  on  temperate  principles,  as  might  difpofe  the 
People  to  fubmit  to  the  regular  and  indifpenfable  reftraints  of  juflicc 
adminiftered  according  to  law,  or  even  to  accept  of  conceflions  with- 
'  out  diftruft,  or  of  benefits  with  gratitude. 

**  Nothing,  in  our  opinion,  but  a  total  change  of  min,  as 
well  as  meafures,  can  prevent  the  other  wife  certain  alienation, 
and  more  than  pofltble  feparation,  of  that  country  from  Great 
Britain."       ^ 

The  queftion  being  put  on  the  adclrcfsj  k  was  negatived  wittw 
out  a  divifion. 
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Lift  of  tU  MINORITY  an  Mr.  Sheridan* s  motim  m  thi  State  of 

Ireland^  June  14. 


G.  Barclay 

Sir  F.  Burdett 

Hon.  £.  Bouverie  (Northampton) 

R.  Biddulph 

W.  Baldwin 

■ 

J.  F-  Barham 

Sif  F.  Baring 

H.  C.  Combe 

Lord  G.  Cavendifli 

W.  Colhoun 

T.  W.  Coke 

W.J.  Dcnifon 

Hon.  Lionel  Damer 

Sir  M.\  Folkcs 

W.  Huffey 

J.  Hare 

Sir  C.  Hawkins 

J.  C.  Jcrvoife     \ 

N.  Jefferys 

J.  Jekyll 

•R.  P.  Knight 

Dr.  Laurence  I 

General  Fitzpatrick 
G.  Tiemey^ 


} 


Sir  W.  Milneir 

J.  Martin 

J.  NichoUs 

Sir  W.  Pultcncy 

G.  Porter 

H.  Pcirfe 

Hon.  G.  Rawdon 

Lord  J.  RuffcU 

Lord  W.  RuffcU 

J.  iRichardfon 

Hofi-  St.  A.  St.  John 

G.  Shum 

R.  B.  Sheridan 

W.  Smith 

C.  Sturt 

Lord  R.  Spencer 

General  Tarleton 

Hon.  J.  Tufton 

M.  A.  Taylor 

C.  C.  Wcftcrn 

Hon.  G.  Walpolc 

Tellers. 
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Friday y  June  15. 

Vifcount  SYDNEY  moved  the  (landing  order  to  be  read  for 
the  exclufion  of  all  ftrangers  ;  and  then  obfervcd,  as  there  would 
be  no  perfon  but  Peers  prefent,  ftiould  there  be  publiihcd  any  pre- 
tended report  of  what  paffed  in  that  Hqufe,  he  hoped  their  Lord- 
fhips  would  confider  it  as  an  high  breach  of  privilege,  and  proceed 
to  punifh  it  accordingly. 

The  Duke  of  LEINSTER  then  made  his  mption  rehtivc  to 
the  late  occurrences  in  Ireland.  This  motion  was  to  the  follow* 
in^  effect : 
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<<  To  preTent  an  humble  addrefe  to  His  Majcfly^  to  liTute  HjA 
Majefty*  that  this  Houfe  will  at  all  times  be  ready  to  maintaihi  by 
all  juft  means  in  their  power,  the  honour,  independeture,  and' unity 
of  the  Britifli  emplie ;  that  confidering  His  Majefty*s  kingdoi%cof 
Ireland  as  an  integral  part  of  that  empire,  and  the  connexion  of 
that  kingdom  with  Great  Britain  as  eiTemial  to  the  general  fafety 
apd  local  profperity  of  both,  we  are  mod  unfeignedly  afflicted  at  be« 
holding  the  diforders  now  exifting  in  feveral  parts,  and  the  difcon- 
tents  univerfally  prevailing  throughout  the  whole  of  the  lifter  king* 
dom ;  that  we  feel  that  afflidion  increafed  in  a  very  great  degree 
when  we  refledl,  that  though  every  Member  of  this  Houfe,  in  his 
individual  capacity,  is  but  too  well  acquainted  with  the  alarming 
condition' of  that  country,  yet  His  Maje(iy's  Minifters  have  not 
thought  proper  to  advife  His  Majefty  hitherto  to  make  any  commu- 
nication on  the  fubjefi  to  this  Houfe,  the  great  hereditary  Counfel  of 
the  Crown. 

^  '*  That,  in  this  fiate  of  extraordinary  and  unprecedented  igno- 
rance, this  Houfe  finds  it  necefiary  to  refort  to  its  indifputable  right 
of  approaching  His  Majefty's  Throne,  with  an  humble  but  earneft 
prayer,  that  His  Majedy  will  deign  to  direA  the  proper  dfficcr  to 
Uy  before  the  Houfe  a  full  and  ample  ftatement  of  the  fadls  and 
circumftances  which  have  led  to  this  difaftrous  Aate  of  affairs,  and 
of  the  meafures  which  have  hitherto  been  purfued  for  the  purpofe  of 
averting  fuch  momentous  evils. 

^'  That  this  Houfe,  as  foon  as  it  (hall  have  obtained  fuch  necef- 
!  fary  information,  will,  without  delay,  as  it  is  in  duty  bound,  as  well 
as  by  inclination  willing,  employ  every  exertion  of  afliduity,  and  all 
>jre(buroes  of  its  bed  wifdom,  towards  the  diicovery  of  the  true  caufes 
^  tilde  diforders,  their  nature  and  extent,  by  a  diligent  examination 
intp,  and  a/prudent  and  deliberate  confideration  of,  the  meafures 
adopted  by  the  Government,  as  well  as  of  the  fituation  of  the 
Country  to  which  fuch  meafures  were  applied,  fo  far  as  this  Houfe 
may  proceed  confidently  with  the  acknowledged  relation  between  the 
two  kingdoms. 

**  That,  however  great  and  alarming  the  dtforiders  and  difcon* 
tents  now  prevailing  in  our  fider  kirigdom  notorioufly  are,  however 
imminent  the  <langers  which  at  this  awful  period  threaten  its  future 
happineis,  we  will  ix>t  defpair,  but  that  the  refult  of  fuch  inquiiy  and 
difci^on  will  enable  us  to  affid  His  Majedy,  according  to.  our  con« 
ftitutional  dutyi  with  fome  well  adapted  remedy  of  fuch  efiicacious 
Vot  liealiiig  counfel  as  may  tend  to  redore  in  that  didraAed  part  of 
th^Britifli  empire^  confidence  in  the  judice  of  the  laws,  by  a  due 
and  impartial  adminiftration  of  them  ^  obedience  to  the  author!^  of 
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ith  Majeft/s  Govemmenty  by  a  tennperalfe  ufe  of  *m  pollers ;  fa« 
^faAfon;  happinefs,  and  union  amongft  all  the  defcriptions  of  fob- 
JeSs  in  that  kingdom — in  which  benevolent  attempts  wc  are  well 
nffin^  that  tfat6  Houfe  will  only  fecond  the  paternal  wiflies  of  our 
gracious  Sovereign.** 

A  long  and  animated  debate  followed,  in^hich  the  motion  was 
TtJpported  by 

Duke  of  Leinfter,  EarrFitxwilUam,  ' 

Norfolk,  Earl  of  Besfborough, 


•— — —  iDevonfliirc,  -*■  Moira, 

-  Bedford,  -^ Suffolk,  and 

•^-— —  Leeds,    ,  Lord  Holland  ; 

And  pppofed  by 

Marquis  Town(hend,  The  Lord  Chancellor, 
Earl  Spencer,  and 

Earl  of  Carliflc>  "  Lord  Grenville. 

At  the  end  of  the  debaOe  the  following-  amendment  was  moved 
by  tbf  Difke  of  NorfoU^,  which,  Kter  '■  fome  debate,  was  idcorpo- 
/f^tfd  mxhtht  main  queAion: 

•*'  And  we  ferther  feel  it  our  duty  to  ftate  to  His  Majcfly,  that 
uhderftanding  the  fyftem  of  coercion  has  beeh  enforced  with  a 
tigour  that,  if  related  in  detail,  would  too  fevcrely  wound  his  pa- 
ternal feelings  ;  that  confeflions  have  been  extorted  by.  torture  and 
ftourges,  a  praSice  held  in  abhorrence  in  every  other  State  of  Eu- 
TOpe  ;  to  implore  His  Majefty  that  he  will  be  gracioOlly  plcafed,  as 
the  moft  probable  means  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  calamities  that  pervade 
^  part  of  that  unhappy  country,  to  direft  an  immediate  change  of 
^fyftem,  as  far  as  depends  on  the  Executive  Government,  and  to  re- 
move from  their  ftations'thofe  perfons  under  whdfe  authority 
thefe  atrocities  have  been  perpetrated,  arirf*  towards  whom  the  af- 
flifted  people  of  Ireland  can  feel  no  fentiments  but  thofc  of  hatred 
and  revenge." 

When  tlie  Houfe  divided, 

Cbi«ents,  -  -*-  i8  Non*Coiite««s,  -    -  yt,. 

Pfoxies,  r  -  -  -     I  Proxies,  -  -  -  •   -  19 

■■■"■  ^^^^^ 
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Lift  of  the  MINORITY  on  theDuh  ofLempr's  motion: 


Duke  of  LeinRer 
Dukcjof  Norfolk 
Duke  of  Bedford^ 
Duke  of  Dcvonlhirc, 
Duke  of  Leeds 
Earl  Fittwilliam 
Earl  of  Scarborough 
Earl  of  Suffolk 
Earl  of  Bcsfborough 
Earl  of  Shaftclbury 


Earl  of  Moira 
Earl  of  Dorcbfftcr 
Vifcount  Maynard 
Lord  Walpole  ^ 

Lord  Conyers    (Marquis  <£ 

Caermarthcn) 
Lord  Yarborough 
Lord  Holland  ' 

Lord  Lovelf  and  Holland  (Earl 

of  Egmontj. 
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PROTEST  on  the,  tnotion  for  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  Jiate  cf 

Ireland  being  negatived. 

DISSENTIENT, 

**  ift,  Bccaufe  it  was  the  duty  of  the  King*s  Minifters  to  have 
advtfed  His  MajeAy  io  make  an  early,  regular,  and  conftant  com- 
munication of  thedifaftrous  events  which  have  happened  in  Ireland^ 
and  of  the  deplorable  ftate  of  that  kingdom  to  both  Houfes  of  Par-i. 
liament,  and  more  efpecially  to  this  Houfe,  who  are  the  great  here- 
ditary Qouncil  of  the  Crown,  and  who  never  have  been,  nor  can 
be,  confulted  on  a  queftion  of  greater  importance  to  the  fafety  of 
the  Britilh  empire,  than  that  which  was  the  fubjedt  of  this  day's 
debate. 

<*  zdly,  Becaufe  Minifters  have  ftudioufly  withheld  from  the 
knowledge  of  4his  Houfe  a  i^&,  of  fuch  tranfcendant  magnitude  and 
importance  as  the  exiftence  of  a  Rebellion  raging  in  Ireland,  and 
having  employed  a  great  portion  of  the  fupplies  granted,  and  of  the 
army  voted  by  Parliament,  for  the  fervicc  of  Great  Biirain,  without 
the  advice,  confeht,.or  knowledge  of  Parliament,  for  the  fuppreffion 
of  fuch  Rebellion, 'are  guilty  of  a  high  aggravation  of  thofe  unwar- 
rantable ads,  and  criminal  omiflions,  by  refufing  to  yield  to  a  mo- 
tion fo  temperate,  fo  prudent,  and  fo  neceflary,  as  that  which  has 
been  fubmitted  to  this  Houfe  ;  who'eby  this  Houfe  is>  in  effe<^,  de- 
prived of  all  means  of  performing  their  duty  to  the  King  and  to  the 
Country,  or  of  aAing  at  all  in  their  conftitutional  capacity  as  Council 
to  the  Crown,  in  a  cafe  of  the  moft  urgent  neceflky  and  imminent 
danger  to  Hb  Majefty's  perfon  and  government^  and  to  the  fafety  iff 
the  whole  empire* 

Voi^VL  3  F 
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**  3dly,  That,  conGdering  t\\€  nature  and  all  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  we  hold  that  a  refufal,  on  the  part  of  Minifters,  to  con- 
fcnt  to  an  inquiry  into  thefe  tranfadtions,  is  equivalent  to  art  atkiiou- 
ledgement  of  confcioufnefs  in  them  that  the  calamities  of  Ireland 
originate  in  their  own  pernicious  Councils,  and  will  npt  bear  ifiveiti- 
gation  ;  and  that  fuch  rcfufal  may  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal 
confequcnces— to  all  which  wc  hold  then\  to  be  refponfiblc  to  H  is 
Majefty,  to  Parliament,  and  to  the  Nation." 

Bedfcfrdy 

Devon/hire  (dlffentient  for  the  firrt  reafon), 
t)orcheJlery 

Rcnvdon  (Earl  of  Moira), 
.  iVentworth  Fitzwilliam^ 
Holland^ 

Ponfonby  (Earl  of  Besfborough), 
Leinjler^ 
.  t      Suffolk  and  Berkjhire^ 
.    Shaftcjburyy 
'       •  Norfolhy  E.  M. 

Scarbrough, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday y  yune  I5« 

'  The  neport  of  the  bill  for  transferring  the  management  of  the 
fait  duties  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Excife  was  brought  up  and 
j^ad,  with  feveral  amendments. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  many  difficulties  had  prcfented  themfelves 
'  with  refpeel  to  the  exportation  of  rock  fait  to  Scotland.     He  fliould 
.  therefore  move,  as  a  meafurc  merely  temporary,  that  the  impgrtation 
of  this  article  may  be  allowed  in  four  diftridls  •in  Scotland,  where 
eight  iatt*  works  may  be  eredtcdi  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Commif- 
fioners of  the  Trcafury. 

Sir  M.  W.  RIDLEY  claimed  the  fame  privilege  for  the 
Northern  Counties,  and  Colonel  STANLEY  for  thofe  of  Ch^ftiirc 
and  Lancafliire,  on  the  gi'ound  that  the  Scots,  by  virtue  of  the  low 
dutie^',  would  be  enabled  lo  underfell  the  manufaSurers  in  thofe 
counties;' 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  as  a  fcrafpblehad  been  pri- 
ced by  this  bill^  he  was  iietermined  to  have  his  (hare  in  the 
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fcramble.  He  had  learned  that  many  of  the .  manufafluten  in  the 
Ealicrn  parts  of  Scotland  had  fueh  an  intereft  in  this  bill  as  to^juf- 
tify  th^ir  claim  of  being  heard  by  counfel :  at  all  events,  he  thought 
that  thq  powers  to  be  ^iven  by  the  claufe  propofed  were  too  great  to 
be  vefted  in  the  Cummiffioncrs  of  the  Treafury.   <  - 

Sir  A.  Fcrgufon,  Mr.  I.  H.  Brown,  Mr;  Wilbcrforcc,  Colonel 
Callendtr,  Mr.  Wigiey,  Sir  W.  Pultcney,  and  fcveral  otbersi 
fpokc  on  this  claufe. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  claufe. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday^'  June  i8. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  prefcnted  to  the  Houfe  a  meflage  frotn 
Ills  Majefly,  (for  &  copy  of  which,  fee  the  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mons ^)  but  previous  to  its  being  read  from  the  woo]fack| 

Vifcount  SYDNEY  moved  that  all  ftrangers  fhould  be  ordered 
to  withdraw. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

.  Monday y  June^  i8, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  delivered  the  following  meflage  from 

His  Majcfty  : 

GEORGE  R.  / 

His  Majejiy  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  that 
the  officers^  ncn-commijfioned  officers^  and  privates^  ef^  different  regi" 
merits  9/  the  Militia  of  this  kingdom y  have  made  to  His  Majefly  a 
'C'jhmtary  tender  of  their  fennceSy  to  he  employed  in  aid  of  the  Regular 
and  Militia  forces  in  Ireland,  for  the  fuppreffion  of  the  Rebellion  now 
unhappily  exifiing  in  that  country. 

His  Majejiy  has  received  with  the  utmoji  fenjibility  this  Jlriking  and 

eafonable  proof  of  ardent  zeal  and  attachment  towards  his  perfon  und 

i'Vernmenty  and  of  an  affe£iionate  concern  for  the  interejis  andjafeiyof 

His  Majejiy  s  faithful  and  loyal  fuhjefis  in  Ireland,  and  conceiving  that 

his  being  enabled  to  avail  himfelf  of  this  new  and  dijiinguifhed  injiafu^ 

3  F  ^ 


40*  PARLIAMENTARY.  [Lords. 

of  puhlic  fpirltf  may  eventually  be  of  the  uimojl  importance  for  the 
froteCHm  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his  IriJhfubjeSis^  for  the  fpeed^ 
and^effe^ual  fupprefjion  of  the  Rebellion^  for  the  defence  of  Great 
Britain  itfelf  and  for  the  general  interefls  and  fecurity  of  the  empire; 
he  recommends  it  to  his  faithful  Commons  to  confider  offuch  provffien  as 
maybe  neceffary  for  empowering  His  Majejiy^  for  a  time,  and  t§  an  ex- 
tent to  be  limited,  to  accept  thefervices  offuch  parts  of  his  Militia  forces 
in  this  kingdom  as  may  voluntarily  offer  themf elves  to  be  employed  in  Ire^ 
land  at  this  important  conjun^ure. 

G.  R. 

Lord  GEORGE  CAVENDISH  gave  notice,  that  he  fliould 
on  Friday  next  bring  forward  a  nnotion  relative  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  noble  Lord  give 
this  notice,  and  he  hoped  the  debate  would  not  be  kept  from  the 
Public.  The  enforcing  the  order  for  the  exclufion  of  ftrangcrs, 
was  an  extremely  alarming  meafure,  and  he  hoped  would  never  be 
perfifted  in  again*  The  manner  in  which  the  laft  debate  upon  that 
fubjeft  had  been  conducted,  proved  that  every  word  of  it  might  have 
been  fafely  publiflhed  ;  indeed,  it  was  impoffible  to  argue  with  any 
fuccefs,  that  the  conftituents  x)ught  not  to  know  what  their  reprefen- 
tatives  faid  in  Pariiament.  He  wiflied  to  know  whether  the  fame 
flanding  order  was  to  be  enforced  iigain  ?  If  it  was,  great  inconve- 
Hience  to  the  public  bufinefs  might  be  the  refult  of  that  method  of 
proceeding  ;  for  every  Member  of  the  Houfe  had  the  power  of  in- 
fifting,  not  only  upon  that  particular,  but  alfo  upon  every  other 
flanding  order,  which  were  fo  numerous,  fo  various,  and  fo  precifc, 
that  if  they  were  enforced  the  Houfe  would  never  be  able  to  proceed 
through  the  public  bufinefs  :  all  thefe,  however,  had  been  laid  afidc 
for  the  facility  of  public  bufinefs ;  but  it  was  in  the  power  of  any 
Member  to  adopt  them  if  he  thought  fir. 

The  Houfe*  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  upon  one  of  the 
Exchequer- bills  Bill ;  and  the  Chairman  having  put  the  ufual  qucf- 
tjon  in  point  of  form,  *^  That  this  bill  be  read  paragraph  by  para- 
graph,'* 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  this  was  an  inftance  of  what  he  bad 
been  dating.  The  words  of  the  motion  were,  ."  That  this  bill  be 
read  paragraph  by  paragraph  ;"  whereas,  in  point  otfa<3,  not  one  of 
the  paragraphs  was  read.  Should  he  infiA  on  going  on  with  the 
forms  of  the  Houfe  in  Hridnels,  he  (hould  detain  the  Houfe  five 
hours  upon  this  very  bill. 

The  bill  then  paffed  the  Committee,  and  the  report  was  ordered 
t&  be  received  to-tnorrow*     " 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

Tuefdayt  June  19. 

* 

Vifcount  SYDNEY  rofe,  and  moved,  that  the  ftrangers  of  every 
<fcfcription  be  ordered  to  withdraw,  Hfj  Lordfhip  alfo  feemcd  to 
exprcfs  a  wi(h,  that  fych  exclufion  might  be  made  a  matter  of  ge- 
neral regulation,  at  Icaft  during  the  prefcnt  pofture  of  affairs. 

The  order  was  forthwith  ftriSlv  enforced. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

I 

V 

Tuejdafy  June  1 9. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read,  for  taking  HiS  Majcfty's 
fneflfage  into  conficfcration  ;  and  the  meffagc  having  been  read  from 
the  Chair, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  rofe  and  faid,  that  the  nature  and  lan- 
guage of  the  meffage  from  the  Crown,  in  his  opinion,  fufficiently  ex- 
plained to  the  Houfe  the  fubjec^  that  was  now  about  to  engage  their 
attention.  He  was  not  aware  of  any  objedlion  that  could  re!afon- 
ably  be  urged  againft  the  meafure  that  was  recommended  by  the 
mcflagc  :  he  would  therefore  content  himfelf  with  moving, 

**  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefcntcd  to  His  Majefty,  to  re- 
turn His  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  moft  gracious , 
meffage :  '  j 

"  To  affure  His  Majefty,  that,  while  we  deeply  regret  that  thej 
machinations  of  wicked  men  fhould  have  induced  any  of  His  Ma-* 
jefty*s  fubjc6ls  to  commit  a6ls  of  Rebellion  againft  His  Majefty'sj 
Government,  we  at  the  fame  time  feel  the  higheft  fatisfa6Vion  thatj 
this  occafion  has  afforded  a  frefh  proof  of  the  zeal  and  ardour  {oi 
the  fervice  of  their  country  which  has  ever  diftinguifhed  the  Militia 
forces  of  this  kingdom  :  | 

**  That,  conceiving  it  may  be  of  the  utmoft  importance,  for  th| 
proteftion  of  His  Majefty's  loyal  fubjetSs  in  Ireland,  for  the  fpeedj 
and  effedlual  fupprcffion  of  the  prefent  rebellion,  and  for  the  gener^ 
defence  of  the  Britifh  empire,  that  His  Majefty  fhould  avail  himfej 
of  the  voluntary  offers  of  fervice  which  have  been  made  by  feveri 
regiments  of  militia,  we. will  immediately  enter  into  the  conficlei 
lion  of  fuch  piovifion)5  as  may  be  neccffary  for  enabling  His  Majeftj 
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for  a  time,  and  to  an  extent,  to  be  Hmitedy  to  accept  of  the  ferviccs 
of  fuch  Militia  rcgitnents  as  may  wifti  to  be  employed  at  this  im^ 
portant  conjuncture." 

Mr.  NICHOLLS — I  think  it  my  duty  to  oppofe  this  addrcfs. 
If  it  ihould  be  adopted,  the  principle  upon  which  the  Mihtia  force 
of  this  country  was  raifcd  will  be  totally  abandoned.  In  raifing 
the.  Militia,  the  Parliament  had  in  view  the  fornf)gtion  of  a  force 
which  might  be  a-check  upon  any  Minilter  who,  fliould  attempt  to 
employ  a  ftaoding  army  againft  the  liberties  pf  the  people.  This 
might  be  an  old-fadiioned  jealoufy,  but  it  is  a  conftitutional  one. 
The  obyions  tendency  of  th?  meafure  which  is  now  propofed,  is  to 
reduce  the  Militia  exa6'\ly  to  the  fituation  of  a  ftanding  army.  No 
gentlemen  will  in  futi^rp  accept  commiffions  in  the  Militia  but  fuch 
^s  arc  devoted  to  a  military  life.  The  Htuation  of  the  private  men, 
too,  will  be  totally  changed  :  for  inftead  of  returning  to  their  home^ 
at  the  end  of  three  years,  they  may  be  fent  upon  fcr vices  out  of  the 
country.  In  ftiort,  after  this  meafure  fhall  have  been  carried  into 
cfFetSi,  it  appears  to  me  thgt  there  will  no  longer  be  any  difference 
between  the  ftanding  army  and  the  Militia,  Another  objedlion  to 
this  meafure  is,  that  it  is  pot  fafe  for  the  country  to  adopt  it,  A  few 
Weeks  ago.  we  were  told,  that  it  was  neccffary  for  us  to  be  an  armed 
nation,  and  to  make  every  effort,  in  order  to  be  prepared  to  repel  an 
attack  from  the  enemy.  I  undcrftand  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
regular  forces  have  already  been  fent  to  Ireland  ;  and  if  the  Militia 
be  taken  away'  alfo,  we  (hall  have  only  new  corps  for  our  protedlicn, 
which,  from  their  want  of  experience,  cannot  be  relied  upon  for  an 
effectual  defence  if  the  threatened  danger  fliould  arrive.  There  is, 
a  tlurd  objc61ion' to  the  meafure :  it  is  not  juli.  The  Miliija  are 
nliftcd  under  an  engagement  that  they  are  not  to  be  fent  out  of  the 
ounfry.  Now,  who  is  to  decide  in  the  prefent  cafe  r  Is  it  the  men, 
r  the  officers  ?  Pq^s  the  confcnt  of  the  officers  compel  tbe  pri* 
ates  to  go  with  them  r.  In  whatever  way  you  take  it,  the  tranfac- 
ipn  is  a  violation  pf  juftice.,  Jf  the  majority  \)\nd  the  minority,  it 
k  qot  lefs  unjuft  ;  fpr  a  particular  contract  has  been  entered  into,  by 
yhich  it  is  agreed  that  no  individual  whatever  {hallhe  required  to  gp 
{ut  of  the  country.  ■  But  it  will,  perhqps,  be  faid,  all  tl>e  nr^n 
nfent :  f^ill,  in  that  pafc,  I  fay  thp  uicafure  !&,:unjtift,  becaufc 
is  imppfftble  that  the  confent  can  be  free  :  it  will  be  infjuenced 
a  variety  of  motives  whjch  ^rc  in  fact  compiilfury.  It  i^ 
on  this  principle  that  Courts  of  Equity  relieve  men  from  con- 
it^ls  ;  the  engagement  is  not  held  valjd  when  it  appears'  to  have 
en  made  v^'ithout  due  difccrnmentl     It  flrikcs  ir^c  thcjc  is  a  fourth 
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objcflion.     The  "meafurc  is  impolitic.     Calling  upon  foldiers  to 
confent  to  go  to  Irela;id,   is  making  every  regitnent  a  deliberative 
affembly.      If  this  be  encouraged,  the  troops  may,  perhaps,  carrj' 
their  deliberations  fomething  farther.      Why  may  they  not  chufe  to 
deliberate,  and  eledt  their  own  officers  r      This  is  the  fecor^d  time 
during  the  prefcnt  feffion  that  we  h^ve  feen  foldiers  called  upon  to 
deliberate— firft  for  the  voluntary  contributions,  and  now  to  offer  to 
go  to  Ireland.      Do  not  habituate  the  troops  to  thefe  sdeliberations. 
If  you  do,  your  army  may  ont  day  chufe  to  become  a  deliberative 
affembly  when  you  would  not  wirti  it  to  be  fo.      I  think  there  is 
ftill  another  objedtion.      We  have  as  yet  done  no  2t(\  on  which  the 
Houfe  is  pledged  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  we  ought 
not  to  come  t6  a  decifion  upon  any  fubjcfl  conneded  with  that 
country  without  the  greateft  care  and  caution.      If  the  army  now 
in  Ireland  be  not  able  to  reftore  tranquillity,  it  is  not  the  rebellion 
of  a  few  they  have  to  contend  with.     The  great  mafs  of  the  People 
muft  be  in  infurredlion  againft  the  Executive  Governmer^t.     How 
does  it  happen,  then,  that  the  Government  is  fo  unpopular  ?     I  am 
afraid  it  will  be  found  that  the  difconteilts  of  the  People  arc  occa** 
lioned  by  the  mifconduft  of  their  rulers.      In  1795^  the  Executive 
Government  of  Ireland  was  acceptable  to  the   People,  and  the 
change  which  was  then  made,  now  appears  to  have  been  productive 
of  the  very  worft  of  confcquences.      Lord  FitxwilHam  was  removed 
from   the  Government  of  Ireland,   without   any  reafon  whatever 
being  afTigned.      If  his  Lordfhip  exceeded   his  inftruciions,  why 
was  he  not  punifhed  ?      But  there  is  every  reafon  to  induce  us  to 
think  that  no  blame  could  be  attached  to  the  noble  Lord,  lince  His 
Majefty  has  lately  honoured  him  by  appointnr.ents  to  feveral  .public 
ofHces  of  importance  and  truft.     Why,  then,   did  Minifters  re- 
move Lord  Fitzwilllam  ?    I  confefs  I  can  fee  no  anfwer  to  this  quef- 
tion,  but  that  they  were  determined  to  avoid  all  opportunities  of 
conciliation  with  Ireland,    and  to  drive  things  into  their  prefent 
dcfperate  ijtuatlon.      It  is  very  difficult  to  mark  thq  prccife  diftinc- 
tion  between  the  two  countries.     Ireland  is  not  in  the  tUme  fituation 
with  refpe<fl  to  Great  Britain,  that  Scotland  was  with  refpeft  to 
England,  after  the  acccffion  of  James  the  Firft  to  the  throne  of  this 
country.      At  that  time,  if  a  Scotfman  fued  for  his  property,  he  w?.s 
confidered  as  an  alien.      It  never  was  fo  with  the  Iri(h.   It  is  there- 
fore, as  I  faid  before,  exceedingly  difficult  to  point  out  the  prccife 
diftinflion  which  fubfifts  between  the  two  countries.     The  Legifla- 
ture  of  Ireland  is  diftindl  from  that  of  this  countfy,  and  their  Ek- 
ccutivc  Government  is  feparated  in  the  fame  manner  ;  yet  it  was 
lately  admitted  that  the  Irilh  Government  was  examinable  and   ^ 
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.  controlable  by  the  Brltifli  Parliament.  Indeed,  the  Lord  Lieu^ 
tenant  of  Ireland  being  appointed  by  letters  patent  from  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  it  naturally,  follows  that  he  receives  indjrudiions 
from  the  Cabinet  here.  On  the  other  hand,  there  may  be  cafes  in 
which  a  BritiHi  Parliament  cannot  interfere.  In  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  we  know  nothing  of  the  caufes  of  the  Rebellion.  If  the 
Irifli  Government  had  aifted  agreeably  to  the  wi(hes  of  the  People, 
it  is  impoffible  that  fuch  a  fituation  as  the  prefent  could  have  oc- 
curred :  but  we  ought  to  know  fomething  of  the  grounds  of  the 
difpute  before  we  proceed  to  fanftion  the  nreafures  that  are  adopted 
againft  the  People  qf  Ireland  by  any  acS  of  this  Houfe.  Some  ex- 
planation ought,  furely,  to  be  required,  before  we  take  the  part  of 
the  Executive  Government.  For  thefe  reafons,  I  (hall  oppofe  the 
motion  for  the  addrefs — being  fully  convinced,  that  the  meafinre 
propofed  to  be  carried  into  effedi  is  unconflitutional,  unjuft,  and 
impolitic. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  wiftied  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman oppofite  him  would  condefcend  to  give  fome  reafon  why 
the  Conftitution  of  the  Country  was  to  be  (haken  to  its  very  foun-* 
dation.  He  wiflied  that  as  great  a  force  as  pofilble  might  be  fenc 
to  Ireland,  provided  that  it  did  not  infringe  on  the  ConAttution  ; 
but  he  had  always  underftood  that  the  JMilitia  was  raife.d  for  the 
fole  defence  of  England,  and  that  it,  could  not  be  fent  out  of  Eng- 
land. He  might  be  told,  that  this  was  done  by  the  voluntary  eon- 
fent  of  the  men  themfelves.  He  knew  fo  much  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people  of  thi^  country,  that  he  was:  fure  there  was  no  rifk 
which  they  would  not  run  to  preferve  the  King  upon  his  Throne  ^ 
but  he  was  fure  they  would  not  confent  to  every  meafute  which  Ga- 
vcmment  might  chufe  to  adopt.  Many  perfons  in  the  Militia 
might  offer  their  fervices  on  this  occafion  ;  but  if  Government  ac- 
cepted the  offers  of  one  Militia  regiment,  it  was  cottipulfory  on  all 
the  reft  ;  for  the  fear  of  an  imputation  of  cowardice  was  alone  fuffi- 
cient  to  induce  them  to  offer  their  fervices.  For  his  own  part,  if 
he  was  a  Militia  officer,  he  would  not  go  out  of  the  kingdom.  He, 
on  the  contrary,  (hould  confider  it  an  adl  of , greater  bravery  to  re- 
main where  he  was,  and  where  the  Conftitytion  had  placed  him. 
Gentlemen  ft\ould  alfo  recolledt  the  difficulty  there  mufl  be  in  find- 
ing fubftitutes  for  thofe  men  that  were  to  be  fent  away  by  this  breach 
of  faith:  a  fimilar  breach  of  faith  had  taken  place  when  the 
privates  in  the  Militia  were  lately  called  on  to  enter  into  the  army  9 
but'notwithftanding  alFthc  endeavours  that  had  been  made  to  ac- 
mplifh  that  objed,  they  did  not  fucceed— for  he  knew  himfelf 
a  many  men  in  the  Supplementary  Militisi  refufed  to  inliil  in.  the 
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army.  The  Rebellion  was  already  raging  in  Ireland  for  above 
three  weeks  ;.  and  one  would  have  thought  tKat  Miniftcrs  would,  ^ 
before  the  prcfcnt  time,  have  afked  the  advice  of  Parliament  on  the 
fubjeft ;  but,  inftead  of  that,  the  firft  communication  they  made, 
was  that  of  calling  for  the  moft  unrcafonable  and  unconftitutional 
meafure  that  ever  was  adopted.  If  troops  were  wanted  in  Ireland, 
were  there  not  other  forces  that  might  be  fent  thither  inftead  of  the 
Militia  ?  It  was  but  the  other  day  that  there  was  a  rumour  of  aa 
invaflon  upon  England  :  if  that  (hould  be  attempted,  how  could 
the  country  be  defended  ?  and  if  the  Militia  was  to  be  fent  a^way, 
he  would  afk,  what  perfons  of  charadter  or  rank  would  wifti  to 
ferve  in  it  as  officers  ?  The  meafure  could  not  be  defended  on 
State  ncceffity — for  there  was  no  neccffity  which  could  juftify  fuch 
a  departure  from  the  Conftitution  ;  and  as  he  faw  no  reafons  for 
it,  he  would  oppofe  the  addrefs — intending,  however,  .to  argue  the 
queftion  more  fully,  if  a  bill  fhould  be  brought  in. 

Sir  LAWRENCE  PALK  confidcred  the  meafure  not  only  as  ' 
hoftile  to  the  Conftitution  of  the  Country,  but  tending  to  leffen  the 
refpedtability  of  the  fervicc  to  which  he  had  the  honour  of  belong-  ^ 
ing  ;  for  he  was  fure  th^t  gentlemen  of  rank  and  property  wbuld 
have  an  objcdlion  to  accept  commiflions  in  the  Militia,  if  they -were 
liable  to  be  fent  Out  of  the  kingdom.  He  was  himfelf  rather  in  an 
awkward  predicament ;  for  he  had  heard  that  the  regimen^  to 
which  he  belonged  (the  South  Devonfliire)  had  made  a  tender  of  its 
fervices  to  go  to  Ireland.  Though,  therefore,  as  a  Member  of 
Parliament,  he  (hould  oppofe  this  meafure,  yet,  if  the  fervices  of 
his  regiment  (hould  be  accepted,  he  (hould  certainly  make  a  com- 
inon  cauio  with  it,  and  accompany  it. 

Hcmoiirable  E.  PIERREPOINT  heartily  concurred  in  all  the 
fentiments  delivered  by  the  honourable  Baronet  who  fpoke  laft. 
The  objedl  of  the  meffage,  if  carried  into  effe&,  would  be  a  grofs 
and  flagrant  violation  of  the  Conftitution  of  this  Country.  He  was 
aftoni(hed  at  the  boldnefs  of  Minifters  in  attempting  to  adviie  His 
Majefty  to  fend  fuch  a  melTage  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  he  hoped  that 
Parliament  would  never  fufFcr  it  to  be  carried  into  effc<5^.  He  bore 
the  fame  rank  in  a  re^i merit  of  Militia  with  the  honourable  Baro- 
net :  he  had  written  to  his  regiment,  to  exprefs  his  difapprobation 
of  the  meafure  ;  and  he  hoped  they  would  not  concur  in  it :  but  if 
their  fentiments  (hould  be  different  from  his  own,  in  that  cafe  they 
fhould  not  go.a  day's  march  without  him. 

Right  honourable  D.  RYDER  a(ked  the  honourable  gentleman, 

what  opinion  would  he  form  of  the  boldnefs' of  Minifters,  if,  after 

.  the  voluntary  c^ersof  feveral  regiments  of  Militia,  they  had  fup- 
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preflfcd  and  withheld  from  His  Majefty  the  communications  of 
many  rcfpedable  gentlemen,  and  fuch  manifeftations  of  zeal  and 
public  fpirit  ?  What  could  His  Majefty  do  but  communicate  thefc 
things  to  Parliament  ?  Thefe  regiments  offered  their  fervices  at  a 
moment  when  they  faw  England  itfelf  menaced  with  extreme  danger^ 
in  confequencc  of  what  was  happening  in  Ireland  ;  and  he  could 
hardly  conceive  it  poflible  that  any  reafon  could  be  (hewn  why  thofe 
offers  (hould  not  be  accepted.  Every  body  knew  that  a  Rebellion 
was  a(3ually  raging  in  the  lifter  kingdom,  which,  if  one  Rebellion 
could  be  more  heinous  than  another,  muft  be  looked  upon,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  adlions  of  thofe  who  condudled  it,  as  well  as  the  confe- 
quencc it  led  to,  as  more  wicked,  heinous  and  horrible  than  any 
fcries  of  a6iions  that  ever  took  place  in  the  world.  That  this  Re- 
bellion muft  be  fuppreffed,  no  man  could  pretend  to  deny  ;  nor 
could  any  man  contend/  that  fuch  a  force  ought  not  to  be  applied 
for  that  purpofe  as  would  prevent  the  Rebellion  from  making  head 
again.  Was  the  Government  of  this  Country  to  fee  men  malTa- 
cred  without  endeavouring  to  prevent  it  ?  Were  they  to  expofe  the 
troops  to  the  fury  of  the  Rebels,  in  places  where,  on  account  of  the 
fmallnefs  of  their. numbers,  they  were  unable  to  adt  fuccefsfully 
againft  them  ?  What  remained  for  Government  to  do  but  to  fend 
over  thofe  forces  who  made  a  voluntary  tender  of  their  fervices  ? 
and  what  other  force  was  there  in  the  kingdom  fo  capable  of  per- 
forming this  fervice  as  the  Militia  ?  Co'ild  gentlemen  pretend  to 
fay  that  the  corps  of  Volunteer  Cavalry  (hould  go  to  Ireland  ? 
Certainly  not :  for  thefe  men  could  hot  be  fpared  from  their  own 
occupations;  and  if  they  could,  a  want  of  pradice  muft  prevenc 
them  from  adding  immediately  as  an  efficient  force.  As  to  the  con- 
ftitufional  objection,  was  it  unconftitutional  for  His  Majefty  to  ac- 
cept, in  a  cafe  of  the  moft  extraordinary  danger,  the  voluntary  offers 
of  troops  that  had  been  raifed  for  the  defence  of  the  country  ?  But 
if,  as  had  been  ftated,  men  of  rank  and  fortune  refufed  to  embark 
in  this  fervice,  he  faw  very  little  hopes  of  this  country  being  either 
defended  or  faved. 

Sir  LAWRENCE  PALK  explained  what  he  had  faid  about 
men  of  rank  not  entering  into  the  Militia.  The  nature  of  the  f^- 
vices  were  perfeftly  diftind— No  man  entered  the  army  without  a 
view  of  wholly  embracing  a  military  life. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  fpoke  nearly  as  follows— I 
(hould  have  expeded  a  more  plaufible  fpeech,  in  defence^  of  this 
mcafure  of  Admini^ration,  from  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the 
oppofite  lide  of  the  Houfe  (Mr.  Ryder),  than  that  with  which  he 
has  favoured  us*    The  honourablegentleman  aiks  with  an  air  of 
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triumph^  What  would  we  think  of  the  Minifter  who  ftiould  have 
refrained  from  laying  the  propofitions  made  to  His  Majcfty  by  cer- 
tain Miliria  regiments  before  the  Houfc  ?      I  would  a(k  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  If  Minifters  are  under  the  neccflity  of  laying  be- 
fore the  Houfe  every  propofition  that  may  be  made  to  them  for  the 
fubverfion  of  the  Conftitution  r      If  they  are  determined  to  perfc- 
vere  in  this  extraordinary  and   unconftitutional  meafure,  the  beft 
line  of  conduct  they  can  adopt  would  be,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  ^bo- 
lirtiing  the  Militia  laws  entirely — This  would  be  afling  with  fome 
degree  of  candour  towards  the  Public,  as  the  extent  of  the  facrificc 
required  of  them  would  then  be  known.      When  the  Militia  Bill 
was  firft  framed^  the  fcrvices  of  each  regiment  were  confined  to  the 
very  county  in  which  it  was  raifcd.     This  arofe  from  that  juft  jea-  • 
loufy  which   our  anceftors  entertained  of  ftanding  armies  ;  they 
were  defirous  that  the  men  they  embodied   for  the  public  defence 
ftiould  ever  feel  the  fame  paffions  and  the  fame  prejudices  as  the  reft 
of  the  people — that  the  foldier  and  the  citizen  ftioutd  always  be  in- 
feparably  united  in  the  fame  perfon.      Why  are  the  Militia  tp  be 
fent  out  of  the  country,  contrary  to  the  Conftitution  and  the  Law  ? 
for  the  purpofe  of  fubjugating  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  in  order  to 
force  a  fyftem  upon  the  People  which  nine- tenths  of  them  abhor. 
It  has  been  faid,  that  the  Militia  are  not  compelled  to  go  to  Ireland ; 
but  I   contend  that  there  will  be  the  fame  kind  of  compulfion  with 
regard  to  their  offers  for  that  fervice  as  there  wasin.tHe  cafe  of  the 
voluntary  contributions,  when  a  box  was  carried  about,  and  every 
man  ftigmatized  as  a  traitor  who  refufed  to  fubfcribe.     The  prefent 
meafure  perfcdtly  refembles,  as  to  compulfion,  thefe  contributions, 
with  this  ftrange  difference,   that  "  a  man's  loyalty  is  to  be  efti- 
mated  by  the  defire  he  tcftifies  to  embrue  his  hands  in  his  brother's 
blood."    This  Houfe  will  fuf-cly  never  fan6tion  the  fyftem  adopted 
by  the  Government  of  Ireland  :  for  my  part,  J  too  w^ll  remember 
the  American  war,  ever  to  vote  one  (liilling,  or  one  man,  for  fubju- 
gating Ireland,  until  conciliatory  meafures  fhall  have  been  tried. 

Mr.  BANKES  was  againft  the  meafure  offered  to  the  Houfe 
that  day,  but  at  the  fame  time  he  highly  difapproved  of  the  ienti- 
ments  which  came  from  the  noble  Lord  who  had  juft  fat  down  ;  for 
there  never  was  a  ^.ebellion  more  unprovoked  than  that  which  now 
cxifted  in  Ireland,  inafnvuch  as"  meafures  more  conciliatory  had 
never  been  adopted  in  any  country.  Could  any  man  fay,  that  men 
wirh  arms  in  their  hands  were  not  to.be  oppofed  ?  Feeling  as  he 
did,  that,  if  Ireland  was  to  fucceed  in  the  Rebellipn,  and  at  the  fame 
tim?  (hould  be  leagued  with  France,  this  country  could  not  be-fafej 
he  could  not  concur  in  what  had  been  faid,  but  muft  approve  of 

3  -^  a 
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all  fhe  mcafures  that  had  been  adopted  by  Minifters  for  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  Rebellion.  But  with  refpe£t  to  fending  away  the  Mi- 
litia, it  would  be  an  infraction  of  the  efieblifhment  of  that  body  ; 
and  the  difadvantages  of  fo  doing  would  be  greater  than  any  injury 
arifing  from  their  hot  being  fent.  .  How  was  the  defence  of  the 
country  to  be  provided  for  in  fufure,  if  a  damp  was  thrown  upon 
that  inftitution  by  fuch  a  breach  of  faith  ?  and  the  counties  would 
be  put  to  great  difEculties  in  providing  fubftitutes.  The  Houfe 
gught  to  know  whether  there  was-  not  another  force  that  might  be 
fent  tc  Ireland  ?  and  where  the  forces  of  the  country  were,  as  well 
as  their  amount.  There  was  a  Britifh  army  in  Portugal,  which 
certainly  ought  to  be  kept  at  home  to  defend  the  Britilli  dominions. 
Nothing  was  farther  from  his  wifh  than  to  obftriid  the  regular  fer- 

'  vice  by  oppofing  the  prefent  meafure  :  but  he  thought  fome  middle 
line  might  be  adopted.  Some  men  might  be  taken  out  of  each 
Militia  regiment,  who,  after  being  fo  drafted,  would  not  then  be  a 
Militia,  but  a  part  of  the  ftanding  army  ;  but  he  (Irongly  objedled 
to  fending  forces  to  Ireland  as  Militia  regiments  ;  and  concluded 
with  moving,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  latter  part  of  the  addrefs, 
giving  the  confent  of  the  Houfe  to  the  Militia  being  fent  to  Ireland, 
be  left  out.  ' 

;  Mr. , SECRETARY  AT  WAR  felt  more  furpifcd  at  thecon- 
clufion  of  his  honourable  friend  who  fpoke  laft,  than  that  of  other 
honourable  gentlemen.  Some  gentlemen  had  fpoken  out ;  and 
their  explanation  was  fo  him  perfed^ly  fatisfacSory,  as  a  proof  of 
their  motives  to  the  oppofition  they  had  avowed  to  the  meafure.  One 
honourable  genrteman  had  obfcurely  developed  thofe  principles  on 
which  the  fending  an  additional  fprce  tp  Ireland  wasoppofed  ;  and 
the  noble  Lord  who  hzid  fpoken  laft  but  one,  had  proved  an  ample 
commentator  on  what  that  honourable  Member  had  only  partly  dif- 
clofed.  In  fa<S,  the  noble  Lord  had  done  what,  in  vulgar  language, 
is  called  letting  the  cat  out  of  the  bag. ;  and  the  Houfe  could  not  but 
fee,  that  from  the  language  ufed  by  the  noble  Lord,  he  did  not  wifh 
to  fupprefs  the  Ret)ellion  in  Ireland.  The  noble  LcVrd  had  faid, 
that  he  would  not  vote  one  (hilling,  or  one  man,  to  affift  the  Go- 
vernment of  Ireland  In  fubjugating  the  People  of  Ireland.      Was 

.  not  this  the  exprefiion  of  a  wiftt  that  the  Rebellion  ought  not  to  be 
fupprefl'ed  ?  —  [A  cry  of  "  Hear!  hear!"} — ^Mr.  Windham  pro- 
ceeded. He  faid  it  was  not  by  any  means  his  wi(h  to  mifreprefent 
the  noble  Lord  ;  but  if  he  had  done  fo,  the  opportunity  would  pre- 
fently  occur  of  his  being  fet  right.  One  honourable  gentleman 
^ad  fuggefted  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  paufe  before  it  agreed  to  the 
idrcfs ;  but  would  gentlemen  paufe  while  an  active  Rebellion  ex* 
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ifted  in  one  corner  of  the  empire  ?     Were  honojurable  gentlemen 
to  hefitate  whether  the  Houfe  of  Confimons^  (hould  a<^  dccifively  in 
a  crilis  fo  imoortant  to  the  BritTTh  inccrefts,  and  on  the  events  of 
which   fhe   fecurity  and  peace  even  of  England  itfclf  fo  much  de-^ 
pcnded  ?  Was  it  to  be  endured  that  men  fhould  advife  that  the  Legif- 
iature  (hould  look  on  while  the  King's  troops  and  the  Rebels  were 
fighting,  and  not  aflift  the  former  to  bring  the  latter  to  a  fenfe  of 
duty  ?      To  the  declaration,  that  he  would  not  vote  one  man  or  one 
{hilling  to  fubjugate   Ireland,  the  noble  Lord  had  added,  that  he 
would  not  confent  to  men  being  fent  to  embrue  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  their  fellow- fubjed^s.      But  did  the  noble  Lord  not  know, 
that  in  the  moft  legitimate  war,    men  are  equally  liable  to  embrue 
their  hands  in  blood  r      He  fhould  aflc  the  noble  Lord,  would  he 
not  acS  againft   the   army  of  Buonaparte,   fuppofing  it  to  tSe&  a 
landing  in  this  country  ?   or,  if  he  had  Cuch  a  term  in  hrs  vocabu- 
"  lary  as  Rebellion^  would  the  noble  Lord  not  fight  and  fupprefs  a  civil 
war  ?      One  honourable  gentleman  had  fet  out  with  remarking,  that 
the  Militir;  was  intended,  and  originally  raifed,   to  form  a  control 
over  the  (landing  army  of  the  country.      It  might  have  been  fo  2 
bur,  in -point  of  fci6\,  did  gentlemen  not  know  that  the  King  had  the 
power  of  difbanding  the   Militia  ?      His   honourable  friend  (Mr, 
Banks)  had  admitted  that  the  Militia   might  be   reduced,  -'nd  ap- 
peared to  wifh  a.  corps  might  be  formed  from  it,  cunfifting  of  fuch 
iBcn  as  were  realjy  difpofed  to  volunteer  their  fervices  againft  the 
Rebels  :   yet  the  honourable^gcntlcman  appeared  not  to  have  recol- 
lected, that  if  this  were  .once  done,  the  alledged  conftitutional  check 
would  ceafe — that  if  the  Militia  was  originafly  a  check,  any  reduc- 
tion of  it  w^ould   diminifli  that  check.      He  would  admit  ihat  it 
might  be  inconvenient  to  accept  of  the  fervices  of  any  part  of  any 
corps:  and  certainly  all^  offers  of  this  fort  were,  not  voluntary  ;   ti.ey 
were  not  produced  by  the  fenfe  of  any  exiting  C(impulfory  hw:  but 
it  was  true  that  fhame,  a  fenfe  of  honour,  and  other  circumftances, 
'would  ;i<S  upon  a  man  moft* forcibly,  and  prefcnt  to  him  a  moral 
neceffity  for  undertaking  a  fervice  he  might  not  wifh  to  enter  upon. 
But  thcobjedion  that  the  Militia  had  been  originally  raiftd   merely 
for  the  protedlion  of  tfic  country,  and  never  to  be  fent  out  of  ir,  did 
not  appear  to  him  ftronger  than  might  be  urged  in  the  cafe  of  the 
fenfible  corpfi,  who  had    been   raifed   originally  on   fimilar  terms. 
Thefe  corps  were  at  that  moment  the  chief  body  the  Government 
of  Ireland  had  to  depend  upon  :   they,  too,  originally  made  offers  of 
voluntary  fervice  ;  and   if  the  Government  had   not  accepted   of 
them,  the  Rebellion  in  Ireland  m^ft  have  terminated  in  a  very  lit- 
tle time  in  favour  of  the  Rebels.     It  mis;ht  be  true,  that  after  adopt- 
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ing  fuch  a  mcafure  as  that  then  in  difcuffion,  many  would  not  wifli 
to  enter  into  the  Militia ;  but  fome  vohjntary  offers  would  ftill  be 
made,  and  if  was  in  fuch  cafe  the  inconvenience  would  moft  proba* 
bly  be  greatly  felt.      But  it  had  been  faid,  that  no  ncccffity  exifted 
for  fending  the  Militia  to  Ireland  ;  and  if  this  were  even  admitted, 
what  would  gentlemen  fay  of  convenience  and  expediency  ?      All 
moral  and  political  reafoning  would  in  h6\  end,  did  men  exclude 
thefc  terms   from    their  di6toniaries.      However,   the  neccffiry  was, 
the  danger  to  Great  Britain  if  the  Irifh  Rebels  ihould  ultimately 
prevail.      With   refped  to  documents,   the   Houfe  had  enough  of 
them  to  (hew  that  Ireland  was  in  immediate  danger  ;  and  the  dif- 
after  tp  England  would  be  great  if  Ireland  were  loft.      Some  gen- 
tlemen had  fpoken  much, of  the  violation  of  a  principle  of  jufticc  ; 
but  the  juftice  was,  that  the  will  had  been  left  perfe<31y  free,  and 
men  made  a  tender  of  ferviccs  thev  fincerely  defired  they  might  be 
able  to  afford.      It  had   been  contended,  that  to  adopt  th&  prefent 
meafurc  would  be  to  introduce  a  precedent,  of  which  future  Minif- 
ters    might   make  a  highly  unconftitutional   ufe ;  and  in  purfuing 
that  obfervation  farther,  the  fame  honourable  gentleman  had  fup- 
pofed  a  cafe  when  the  defire  of  excising  Rebellion  in  France  might 
lead  the  Government  to  fend  the  Militia  to  ail  againft  that  country. 
But  \a  this  there  was  an  error  of  reafoning  ;  for  it  was  an  attempt 
to  reafon  pn  politics  as  if  the  difcuffion  had  been  on  matters  of  ab- 
flra^l  fcience.    Nothing,  however,  was'  more  true  than  that  all  mat- 
ters of  reafoning  had  their  degrees  ;   and  a  crifis  might  arife  when 
it  would  be  unavoidable  that  the   Mlliti;^  (hould  be  employed  on 
new  fervices  ;  and  moft  certainly   it   would  on  ^lie  prefent  occifion 
be  fo  employed,  honfidering  that    the  defence  of  this,  country  very 
clofelv  conne<^td  itfclf  with  the  exiftence  of  Ireland.      He  would 
not  fay^  that  hefliould  fupport  this  doflrine  llrcnuoufly  on  a  motion 
for  a  law  to  compel  the  Militi>i  to  go  to  Ireland,  on  the  principle  that 
the  defence  of  England  depended  in  fadl  on  the  dcfcncfe  of  Ireland  : 
his  reafon  was,  rather,  tliat  vfiluntary  offers  haa  been  made  ;  and 
certainly  no  man  would  f^y  that  it  was  not  juft  that  men  (hould  do 
tlieir  duty,  and  a  principle  of  juftice  that  they  fiiould  be  permitted 
to  defend  their  country.   He  was  ready  to  admit  the  ftwrce  of  ^hc  ob- 
je(Sion,  that  men  would  be  obliged  to. enter  upon  fuch  a  fervice  from 
a  principle  of  fliame  ;  and  hfc  did  not  wifh  to  place  men  in  fuch  a 
fituati.in  ;   bufir  could  not  be  expected  tliat  it  was  poffible  to  ob- 
Vtcfuch  difficulries.      With  regard  to   the  fuppofition  that  many 
'ople  would  probibly  not  again  enter  into  the  Militia  if  this  rhca- 
ire  was  adopted,  he  could  only  fay  that  [.e  thought  it  not  probable  ; 
\  even  f;ipp^>nng  ir  pofiihlc,  he  (hould  fet  that  a^ainft  the  falvation 
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of  Ireland.  Mr.  Windham  concluded  ivith  obfervingy  that  all 
wars  required  vigorous  exertions,  but  civil  war  was  different  from 
that  of  every  other  fpecics  of  warfare  ;  .and  although,  in  ordinjry 
wars,  the  delay  of  a  few  days  might  not  be  peculiarly  prejudicial,  a 
civil  war  every  moment  acquires  force  from  time,  and  the  rebellious 
fubjedls  of  a  country  gain  inconceivable  advantjrges,  while  its  Go- 
vernment may  be  hefitating  whether  it  Ihall  exert  its  full  vigour, 
and.  give  to  its  force  chat  direiftion  which  (hould  appear  mod 
adapted  to  alTert  its  own  dignity  in  the  defeat  and  confudon  of  a  law- 
lefs  bai^ditri. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  faid— In  confequence  of  what 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  it  becomes  neccffary  for 
me  to  explain  what  my  meaning  was  by  the  words  I  ufed.  I  did 
fay,  that  I  would  not  give  my  vote  for  raifing  one  man  or  one  (hil- 
ling for  fubJLigating  Ireland  ;  but  I  think  it  would  have  been  much 
fairer  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  llated  the  whole  of  my 
argument.  I  remember  to  have  heard  the  following  language  ufed 
in  this  Houfe:  Perilhour  commerce,  if  pefifh  it  mufti — but  let  the 
Conuitution  live!"  What  would  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
have  thought  of  me,  if  I  bad  ftated  that  I  heard  the  perfon  who  fpoke 
thefe  words  fay,  **  Perifh  our  Commerce !"  without  taking  notice 
of  w»hat  followed  ?  The  words  I  ufed  were  to  the  following  effeft : 
I  faid  I  would  not  vote  one  (hilling,  nor  one  man,  for  fubjugating 
Ireland,  until,  conciliatory  mcafures  (hould  have  failed — [A  cry  of 
"Hear!  hearP'] — I  fay,  thefe  were  my  words.  Let  any  man 
ftand  up,  s|nd  contradict  them,  if  he  pleafe. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  explained. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN— The  motion  which  has  to-night  been  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Houfe  is  the  moft  extraordinary  in  its  nature  that  ever 
was  heard  within  thefe  walls  ;  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
brought  forward  is  to  the  full  as  extraordinary.  Long  as  the  Houfe 
has  be6n  inured  to  be  treated  with  contempt  by  the  King's  Minifters, 
the  mode  in  which  they  have  been  treated  on  the  prefent  occafion  is 
even  mprc  infulting  than  any  thing  they  have  yet  experienced.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  addrefs  feems  to  .have 
conlidered  the  meafure  propofed  as  one  to  which  no  objedtion  could 
poflibly  be  framed  ;  and  he  introduced  it  as  one  which  demanded 
neither  apology  nor  explanation.^  I  confefs,  that  the  fubjedl  (hould 
be  viewed  fo  much  as  a  matter  of  courfe  by  that  right  honourable 
gentleman,  does  Ukewife  a  little  furprize  me.  We  cannot  forget 
how  lately  the  right  honourable  gentleman  came  down  to  this  Houfe, 
and  (iated  the  country  to  be  in  a  date  of  imminent  danger,  which 
required  the  exertion  of  eVery  heart  and  hand  for  its  defence.     It  is 
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indeed  fomcwhat  extraordinary,  then,  that  after  telling  us  of  the 
danger  of  the  crifis,  after  all  the  regular  troops  are  fent  out  of  this 
^ingdom,  and  when  twelve  hundred  n:>ore  cannot  be  found,  he 
Ihould  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  give  their  confcnt  to  ftrip  the  country 
of  the  Militia  forces  on  which  it  relies  for  its  defence.  We  have 
not  been  told  how  this  drain  is  to  be  fuppjied,  what  new  fccurities 
areJto  be  provided.  All  this  the  right  honourable  gentleman  con- 
fiders  as  a  matter  of  courfc,  which  he  is  neither  called  upon  to  re- 
concile to  former  ftatcment,  nor  to  defend  upon  any  ground  of  con- 
ftitutional  principle,  or  of  found  policy. 

The  .right  honourable  gentleman  w-ho  followed  upon  the.  other 
fide  was  at  no  greater  pains  in  his  fhort  fpeech,  to  give  any  argument 
in  fupport  of  the  meafure  propofed.  And  what  is  this  extraordinary 
meafure  intended  to  gain>? — From  the  Lords*  bill'  it  appears,  that 
the  Militia  force  which  it  is  thus  intended  to  fend  to  Ireland  is  only 
twelve  hundred — [Here  Mr.  Sheridan  was  informed  that  the  nunr.- 
bcr  was  to  be  twelve  thoufandj- — But  if  fuch  an  additional  force  is 
wanted,  why  not  fend  all  the  regular  troops  which  are  to  be  found, 
before  the  conftitutional  principle  is  violated?  Why  not  fend  the 
two  thoufand  of  the  Guards  in  town,  and,  inflead  of  twelve  thou- 
fand,  fend  only  ten  thoufand  ?  And  if  thefe  twelve  thoufand  are 
fent,  are  you  fure  that  this  will  do  ?  Will  you  continue  to  fend 
more  of  the  Militia  to  Ireland  without  any  affurance  that  the -dan- 
ger, late  fo  alarming,  is  removed ;  or  without  being  informed  where 
you  arc .  to  look  for  defence  ? 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  began  his  fpeech 
with  faying,  that  nothing  like  an  argument  had  been  advanced  on 
this  fide  of  the  Houfe  worthy  of  ferious  confutation  ;  and  the  right 
honourable^  gentleman,  however,  continued  to  make  a  pretty  long 
and  warm  reply  to  thefe  no-arguments.  It  has  been  afked,  what 
would  have  been  thought  of  Miniftcrs  if  they  h?d  concealed  the 
ofFer  made  by  the  Militia  ?  If  Minifters  could  have  done  what 
they  now  propofe  without  confulting  the  Houfe,  I  will  venture  to 
fay  that  we  (hould  have  heard  nothing  of  this  offer.  Juft  as  they 
have  continued  to  fend  all  the  regular  force  to  Ireland  upon  the 
K,ing's  prerogative  without  ever  acquainting  the  Houfe  of  the  obje6l, 
or  aflcing  its  advice  with  regard  to  the  meafure*  which  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  purfue,  they  would  have  a<fted.  The  advice  of  Parliament 
would  have  been  defpifed,  and  Minifters  would 'have  proceeded  upon 
their  own  difcretion.  Although  -they  may  hold  in  contempt  the 
advice  of  this  Houfe,  they  were  not  quite  bold-  enough  to  adt  in  vio- 
lation of  ihe  law,  which  they  arc  afraid,  and  which  I  hope  will  flill 
be  found  too  powerful  for  them.     They  required  the  confent  of  the 
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ttoufc,  and  tt  was  ttecerfary  to  apply  for  its  fanfliort.     Never  was 
there  a  il^ord  of  Rebellion  in  Ireland  mentioned  ;  never  was  thc_^ 
leaft  communication  made,  on  which  the  Houfe  could  offer  itc  ad- 
vice, till  its  confent  muft  be  obtained  to  one  qf  the  moft  unconftitu- 
tional  meafures  that  ever  was  brought  forward  in  Parliament. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  in  replying  to 
the  no- arguments  which  had  been  ufed  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfc> 
fattened  on  an  expreffion  of  my  honourable  friend,   that  he  would 
oot  'VOte  a  fingle  (hilling,  nor  agree  to  fend  a  fingle  man  to  Ireland, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fubjugating  the  oppreffed  people  of  that  country. 
Is  it  then  unconftitutional  ?   Is  it  unparliamentary  language  for  a 
Member  of  this  Houfe  to  fay,  that  he  cannot  give  his  aid  to  any 
fyftem  of  meafures,  or  any  afls  of  the  Executive  Government,  till 
he  has  examined  and  approved  of  the  grounds  on  which  they  are 
juftified  r     Docs  the  right  honourable  gentleman  remember  what 
Mr.  Burke  fald  in  his  letter  to  Sir  Hercules  Langri(he  ? — and  I  hope 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Burke  will  not  be  Icfs  in  his  eftimation  than 
when  he  was  confirmed  by  his  fentiments,  and  animated  by  his  ex- 
ample.     In  the  letter  to  which  I  allude,  Mr.  Burke  fays,  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  will  never  enter  into  a  war  for  the  conqueft  of 
Ireland  without  knowing  the  grounds  of  the  quarrel.     This,  then, 
is  what  my  honourable  friend  requires.     He  drfires  to  know  the 
ground  of  the  quarrel,  and  this  he  thinks  an  eflcntial  inquiry  before 
the  Houfe  ought,  either  direflly  or  indireftly,  to  give  its  fandtie)n  to  , 
any  fyftem  of  meafures,  or  contribute  its  fupport  to  carry  them  into 
tffe&.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  expreffes  a  doubt,  whcr 
ther  at  all  we  are  willing  to  give  our  fuppprt  to  extinguifli  Rebel- 
lion in  Ireland.,     I  am  a.ware  that  the  right  honouriable  gentleman 
is  defirous   to  lead  us  into   (lippery  ground.     He  (hall  not,  how- 
ever, betray  me  to  be  guilty  of  any  indifcretion.     When  he  aaiufes 
us  of  being  defirous  to  withhold  our  aid  in  the  extinction  of  that 
Rebellion,  I  would  afk  him.  Whether  he  means  to  fay,  that  in 
every  cafe  this  Hou(e  is  bound  to  fide  with  a  King  of  Ireland,  and 
an  Iri(h  Houfe  of  Commons,  againft  the  People  of  J'reland  ?  Will 
he  maintain  that  propofition  generally  r     Will  he,  without  direcSly 
apoftatizing  from  every  opinion  he  ever  held,  deny  that  cafes  may  . 
occur  in  which  it  would  be  impoflTible  for  this  Houfe  to  give  their 
fupport  on  that  fide  ?     Suppofe  that  the  Iri(h  Parliament  were  to  re- 
en  a6l  all  thofe  horrible  ftatutes  by  which  the  people  were  oppreffed, 
and  abfolutely  reduced  to  the  condition  of  brutes,  would  this  Houfe 
be  bound  to  fupport  the  Iri(h  Legiflature  againft  the  People  ii\  fuch  a 
quarrel  ?   If  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  were  to  cnadt  torture  by  law, 
ilF  it  were  to  Hate  as  neceffary^  and  eftablUh  in  practice,  baftiles>  ar« 
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bitrary  imprifonnfientSy  ignominious  puni(hment  without  convidion, 
tranfportation  without  trial,  and  a  feries  of  oppreffion  too  degrading, 
too  tyrannical  for  human  nature  to  endure,  would  the  Britifh  Houfe 
of  Commons  be  bound  to  fupport  the  Iri(h  Legiflature  againft  the 
refentmcnt  which  fuch  proceedings  had  provoked  ?  Merely  becaufe 
the  men  who  refill  fuch  oppreffion  are  called  Rebels,  and  thofe  who 
oppofe  ihem  are  called  the  King's  Troops,  mud  this  Houfe,  at  all 
hazards,  fupport  the  Irifti  Legiflature  ?  Unlefs  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  is  prepared  to  retracS  every  opinion,  which  he  ever  enter- 
tained upon  finiilar  fubjedls,  he  cannot  affirm  that  this  Houfe/ in 
fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  has  but  one  line  of  conduct  to  purfue.  This 
Houfe  is  not  bound  to  fanclion  the  injuftice,  and  to  ftrengthen  the 
oppreffion  which  the  Legiflature  of  the  lifter  kingdom,  however  in- 
dependent, might  be  pleafed  to  inflift.  This  much  I  fay  generally, 
becaufe  I  am  unwilling  to  refer  to  the  particufer  events  of  the  pre- 
kni  time.  I  think,  however,  I  have  faid  enough  to  fliew  that  it 
becomes  this  Houfe  gravely  to  inquire  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
quarrel  in  which  it  is  called  upon  to  engage,  and  what  the  grounds 
on  which  its  fupport  is  denianded.  I  am  ready  to  declare  that 
every  effort  ought  to  be  exerted  to  prevent  Ireland  from  falling  un- 
der the  power  of  France ;  but  this  is  a  point  totally  different  from 
the  merit  of  the  ftrugglc  to  which  we  are  required  to  become  par- 
ties. One  honourable  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  aflcrt,  that 
the  Rebellion  in  Ireland  is  not  only  unprecedented  in  its  natdre,  but 
he  has  ftiled  it  wholly  unprovoked,  and  ventured  to  afKrm  that  every 
mcafure  of  conciliation  was  employed  to  avert  it.  It  was,  indeed, 
with  the  utmoft  v;onder  and  furprife  that  I  heard  ttiis  aflertion  ad- 
vanced, Whnt,  when  conciliation  was  held  out  to  the  people  of 
Ireland,  was  there  any  difcontent?  When  the  Government  of 
Ireland  was  agreeable  to  the  wiflies  of  the  people,  was  there  any 
difcontent  ?  After  the  profpefl  of  that  conciliation  *was  takeaaway 
—after  Lord  Fitzwilliam  was  recalled  —  after  the  hopes  which  had 
been  raifed  were  blafted— when  the  fpirit  of  the  people  was  beaten 
down,  infulted,  defpifed,  I  will  aflc  any  gentleman  to  point  out  a 
fingle  acS  of  conciliation  which  has  emanated  from  the  Government 
of  Ireland  ?  On  the  contrary,-  has  not  that  country  exhibited  one 
continual  fcene  of  the  moft  grievous  oppreffion,  of  the  moft  vex- 
atious proceedings  ;  arbitrary  puniihments  infiidled  ;  torture  de- 
clared neceffary  by  the  higheft  authority  in  the  (ifter  kingdom  next  to 
that  of  the  Legiflature  ?  And  do  gentlemen  fay  that  the  indignant 
fpirit  which  is  roufed  by  fuch  exercife  of  Government  is  unpro- 
voked ?  Is  this  conciliation  ?  i^  this  lenity  ?  H^  every  thing  been 
done  to  avert  the  evils  of  rebellion  ?     It  is  the  fafhion  to  fay,  and 
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the  addrefs  holds  the  fame,  language,  that  the  Rebellion  which  now 
rages  in  the  fifter  kingdom  has  been  owing  to  the  machinations  of 
*'  wiclccd  men."     Agreeing  to  the  amendment  pmpofed,  it  was  ray 
firft  intention  to  move  that  thefe  words  (hould  be  omitted.    But  no. 
Sir,  the  h6\  they  affert  is  true.      It  is,  indeed,  to  the  meafures  of 
wicked  men  that  the  deplorable  ftate  of  Ireland  is  to  beimputed. 
It  is  to  thofe  wicked  Minifters  who  have  broken  the  promifes  they 
held  out ;   who  betrayed  the  party  they  feduccd  into  their  views,  to 
be  the  inf^ruments  of  the  fouleft  treachery  that  ever  was  pra6)ifed 
againft  any  people.      It  is  to  thofe  wicked  Minifters  who  have  given 
up  thnt  devoted  country  to  plunddr  ;  refigned  it  a  prey  to  this  fa^^ion 
by  which  it  has  fo  long  been  trampled  upon,  and  abandoned  it  to 
every  fpccies  of  infult  and  oppreflion  by  which  a  country  was  ever 
overwhelmed,  or  the  fpirit  of  a  people  infulted,  that  we  owe  the 
miferies  into  which  Ireland  is  plunged,  and  the  dangers  by  which 
England  is  threatened.      Thefe  evils  are  the  doings  of  wicked  Mi- 
ni fiers,  and,  applied  to  them,  the  language  of  the  addrefs  records  a 
fatal  and  melancholy  truth. 

But  if  gentlemen  are  not  difpofed  to  take  thrfe  words  as  under- 
flood  by  me,  let  them  look  back  at  the  circumftances,  and  fee  whe- 
ther they  can  difcover  any  caufe  adequate  to  the  eSedls  which   we 
behold.      Let  gentlemen   look  back  to  the   period  w^hen  a  whole 
people,  under,  the  Government  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  exhibited  the 
rnoft  fervent  and  fincere  loyalty,  and  fay  whether  they  can  difpover 
any  caufe  for  the  change  which  has  taken  place.      After  being  be- 
trayed, duped,   infulted,  foc^led,  difappointed  in  their  deareft  hopes^ 
and  deprived  of  the  Government  on  which  they  could  confide,  and 
ag;^in  thrown  into  the  hartds  of  the  rulers  they  detefted  and  defpifed, 
was  it  impoflible  that  they  (hould  feci  emotion  of  indignation  and 
difcontent  ?  Every  man  in  the  Houfe  too  well  recolledts  thefubfcrip* 
lion  fet  on  frx)t  in  London,  under  the  aufpices,  I  believe,  of  Mr. 
Angerftein,  in  order  to  colledl  money  for  the  fupport  of  induftrious 
manUfacSturers  in  Ireland,  wholly  without  employment,  and  deftt- 
tute  of  the  means  of  fubfiftence.      Of  this  defcriptibn  there  wejre 
from  thirty  to  forty  thoufand  men  in  Ireland. .    By  the  produce  of 
charitable  fubfcription,  twenty- five  thoufand  a  week  were,  by  the 
fcantieft  benefadions,  prevented  from  being  famifhed.      Such  was 
the  fituation  of  fo  many  unhappy  individuals ;  and  When  charity 
was  wearied  out,  unable  any  longer  to  fupply  their  wants,  it^was  ribt 
-the  j,oifonof  French  principles,  but  the  want  of  bread  that  feduccd 
them.    It  was  not  their  defire  to  be  Frenchified,  but  their  reludance 
to  be  f  iTniniedi  that  wrought  upon  inem  tg  make  new  attempts  to 
cfcape  from  their  mifery.     This  was  the  true  caufe  that  made  thea\ 
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-a  prey  to  fcduflion  ;  and  with  one  fo  fatisfaflory  before  our  eyes, 
why  need  we  fcek  to  impute  their  condu(5l  to  the  poifon  of  French 
principles,  a  caufe  fo  inadequate  to  the  effe£t  ?  « 

This  much  I  have  thought  it  right  to  fay  in  defence  of  thofe 
who  think  it  neceffary  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  the  quarrel 
between  *he  Government  and  People  of  the  fifter  kingdom.  I  now 
return  to  the  mcafure  before  the  ,Houfe.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  denies  that  the  Militia  could  be  intended  in  any  (hape  as 
a  counterbalance  to  a  ftanding  arn)y,  becaufe  it  is  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown  to  reduce  the  Militia  at  pleafure.  I  (hould  really  have 
expeded  that,  upon  fuch  a  queftion,  the  right  honourable  gentleitnan 
'  would  have  argued  on  fomc  information  Upon  the  fufcjedl.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  proved  himfclf  completely  ignorant 
©I  the  conftitulion  of  the  Militia,  The  King  can  neither  increafe 
nor  diminifh  the  number  of  tlie  Militia.  Each  county  fupplies  ^a 
certain  number,  and  can  neither  have  more  nor  lefs  than  its  quota. 
It  has  been  faid  that  the  fervi^e  is  volurttary,  but  I  contend  that  it 
is  not.  The  cafe  of  the  Fcncibles  is  mentioned  as  in  point,  but 
nothing  can  be  more  different.  The  Fencibles  are  raifed  on  cer- 
tain conditions  between  the  individuals  authorized  bv  Minifters  and 
the  men  who  enlift ;  nor  is  it  furprifing  that  thefe  engagements 
ihould  be  violated  by  thofe  who  have  (hewn  themfelves  incapable 
df  adhering  to  any  contra6l,  or  being  faithful  to  any  engagements. 
The^  Militia,  however,  was  on  a  different  footing.  The  Militia 
was  raifed,  not  by  a  contrail  between  individuals,  but  onacompad 
of  Jaw..  It  is  in  vain  to  talk  of  a  thing  being  voluntary  where  no 
real  opinion  is  left.  The  cafe  of  the  worthy  Baronet  (Sir  L.  Palk) 
is  a  pre^of  of  this^  He  finds  himfelf  in  the  whimlical  fituation  of 
being  a  volunterr  without  knowing  it.  It  reminds  me  of  the  ffery 
of  the  people  who  were  dragging  a  man  along,  and  on  being  aiked 
the  reafon,.  gave  for  anfwer,  that  it  was  a  Volunteer  they  were  car- 
rying along  with  them.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the  refolution  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  the  worthy  Baronet,  who  have  expreffed 
their  determination  to  follow  their  corps  wherever  they  go,  is  a  proof 
that  they  arc  not  compelled.  The  motive  from  which  they  ad!, 
however,  is  fubmlflion,  not  confent.  They  go,  not  for  the  reafon 
given  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  but  for  the  reafon  affigned 
by  themfelves,  that  they  would  not  defert  the  brave  men  with 
whom  they  fervcd.  What,  indeed,  is  the  mode  employed  to  colledk 
the  difpofidon  of  a  regiment  refpc6ling  its  going  to  Ireland  ?  They 
ttrc  called  out  on  the  parade.  Every  man  watches  the  looks  of  his 
neignbour  (  he  is  afraid  to  refufe  affent  at  a  moment  when  fufpicion 

fo  ready  to  fallen  orf  the  moft  indiiFerent  things.     With  achitig 


toNKiQ.)  DEBATES.  4ai 

hearts,  with  rcludant  tninds,  without  any  thing  of  found  will/  and 
real  confent,  tbcy  are  dragged  into,  the  confent,  which  isfalfely  called 
voluntary  ;  and  thefe  are  the  men  who  are  coniidered  as  fit  corps 
for- refifting  Rebellion  in  Ireland.      The  conrparifon  of  the  volun- 
tary contributions  was  perfe6lly  cxz&.     To  the  meafure  of  volun-  . 
tary  contri})utions  I  was  friendly,  and  I  wasforry  to  fee  it  affume 
in  any  degree  the  appearance  of  compulfion.      I  did  not  like  to  hear 
of  regiments  called  out  to  be  afked  whetfier  they  would   give  up  a 
week's  pay,  and  of  (hips'  companies  brought  on  deck  to  fubfcribc 
their   contritHition,     The  mifchiefs  of  a  deliberative  army   have 
already  been  forcibly  reprefented  ;  a  deliberative  army  may  become 
an  addreflfmg  army ;  and   an  addrcffing  army  a  dictating  arn\y. 
When  the  principle  is  once  violated,  there  are  no  mifchiefs  to  which 
it  may  not  extend. 

We  are  now  called  upon  for  our  laft  military  flake,  the  Militia; 
and  it  is  natural  to  aik  where  we  are  to  look  for  defence  ?  Is  the 
danger  to  which  the  public  attention  was  fo  forcibly  directed,  lefs 
now  than  it  was  ?  Before  the  trials  at  Maidftone  took  place  we 
were  informed  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Dun- 
das)  that  dangers  of  the  utmoft  magnitude  exified.  The  prbmifed 
communications  on  the  fubjcdl,  however,  have  not  yet  been  received. 
Are  we  to  underftand,  then,  that  tie  Habeas  Corpus  was  fufpcnded 
without  any  fufficicnt  caufe  ;  or  do  the  dangers  which  then  exited 
flill  threaten  to  affail  us  ?  Have  Minifters  fairly  and  impartially 
weighed  our  (ituation,  and  knowing,  as  all  the  world  muft  have 
known,  the  ftate  of  Ireland — the  number  of  troops  in  that  quarter, 
and  the  probable  denriand  for  new  reinforcements,  have  they  taken 
the  precautions  for  fupplying  the  drain  of  men,  and  providing  fuch 
means  of  defence  as  our  fituation  aflFordcd  ?  This  they  have  not 
done.  They  called  upon  the  fpirit  and  the  exertion  of  the  countr}' ; 
they  called  upon  men  to  forget  their  political  divifions,  and  to  unite 
in  the  great  objedl  of  the  national  defence,  f  Many  of  thofe  who  had 
been  in  the  lubit  of  oppofing  Minifters  (hewed  a  zealous  difpolition 
to  fupport  the  great  objcd  of  national  defence.  In  many  cafes  this 
fpirit  had  been  anfwered  by  a  behaviour  highly  difcreditable  to  Mi- 
nifters. Under  fymptom^  of,  apoflacy  from  every  principle  men 
had  prcvioufly  entertained,  their  fer vices  were  rejeficd.  To  the 
figns  of  ditient  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  exhibits,  I 
fay,  that  the  affociation  formed  in  the  borough  of  Southwark,  is  a 
proof  of  this  affertion.  For  another  proof  of  it,  I  have  only  to 
look  at  an  honourable  friend  of  mine  befidc  me  (General  Tarleton)r 
It  would  be  fuperfluc»us  in  me  to  fay  any  thing  in  praife  of  his  cou- 
rage .nd  military  talents.     This  country,  all  Europe,  and  America/ 
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can  bear  tcftlmony  to  his  merit.     My  honpurabJe  friend   candidly 
and  manfully  offered  his  fervices  wherever  they  could  be  employed* 
They  were   rcjedlcd,   however,    with  contempt.     And   does  any 
perfon  fuppofe,  that  if  my  honourable  friend  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  cringing  to  Minifters,  he  would  have  remained  unemployed  ? 
Indeed,  to  the  furprizc  of  the  enemy,  and  to  the  aftonifhment  of  tho 
country,^  his  fervices  have  been  rejed^ed,  merely  becayfe  he  remained 
feithful   to  the  political  fentiments  he  has  entertained.      Religious 
diftinctions,  too,  have  been  kept  up,  diftinftions  which^  when  the 
fituation  of  the  Pope  is  confidered,   any  belief  in   his  fupremacy 
would  not  have  rendered  very  formidable.     Some  time  ago>  when 
I  propofcd  that  a  certain  oath,   required  to  be  taken  by  thofe  who 
fcrve  His  Majetly  in  a  military  capacity,  fliduld  be  omitted  in  fa- 
vour of  Roman  Catholics,  the  motion  was  rejedicd.     Brought  for- 
ward partially  on  another  bill  by  an  honourable  gentleman   (Mr, 
Wilbcrforcc)  it  fuccecded  ;  and  was  reje6^ed  on  another  attempt  to 
extend  it  to  Difl'enters.     Another  inf^anceof  this  fpirit  occurred   in 
the  behaviour  of  Minifters  to  Lord  Petre.     That  Nobleman  had 
been  at  the  trouble  and  expence  of  railing  a  corps  of  EfTex  Rangers. 
The  commifllon,   by  which  this  corps  was  to  be  conrimanded  by 
'Lord  Petre's  fon,  was  refufed  to  be  figned,  becaufe  that  gentleman 
was  a  Member  of  the  Whig  Club.      Perhaps  this  offer  may  have 
fince  been  accepted,  and  the  circumftance  of  difficulty  cleared  up. 
There  are  other  inftances,  however,  in   which   the  fame  fpirit  has 
been  difplay'ed  by  Minifters.      A   noble  Duke  (Bedford),  of  great 
chara61er  and   influence,   defirous  to  exert  that  influence  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  might  ftrengthen  the  country  at  the  prefent  difficult  crifis, 
had,  upon  the  moft  liberal  terms,  under  the  fan6ion  of  the  I^ord 
Ljeatenant^  raifed  a  corps  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  volunteers  at 
Taviftock,  in  DevonHiire,  which  was  to  be  united  to  a  corps  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  which  previoufly  exifted.      Thcfe  men  were  to  be 
cloarhcd  and  paid  at  the  noble  Duke's  own  expence,  and  the  men 
were  raifed,  and  every  thing  arranged.      Every  thing  was  prepared 
— when  at  a  meeting  of  the  Whig  Club,  the  noble  Duke  having 
fald,  that  an  honourable  friend  of  his,  not  now  prefent,  was  more 
meritorious  from  the  animofity  which  Minifters  had  telKfied  againft 
hinri  ;  from  a  newfpaper  report  of  this  fpeech,  the  fervices  of  thd. 
noble  Duke  were  rejed^ed.  A  letter  was  fent  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Dundas],  commenting  upon  that  fcr^tencein 
the  fpeech,  and  arguing  that  a  perfon  who  held  fuch  language  was 
Cnfic  to  be  entruftcd  with  any  command.     Upon  this  pretext  th^ 
fervices  of  the  noble  Duke  were  rejedled.     Surely  Miniflers,  while 
they  afl  :n  tl.is  manner,  check  the  fpirit  of  coming  forward  in  the 


June  19.]  DEBATES.  4A3 

defence  of  the  country,  and  deprive  it  of  the  afllftance  of  many  who 
arc  xeaious  in  its  caafe,  and  negledl  thofe  precautions  ,of  fecurity 
ijvhich  the  drain  of  troop*  to  Ireland  has  rendered  neceffary. 

To  keep  Ireland  againftthe  will  of  the  people  is  a  vain  expefla- 
ti9rt.  With  eighty  thoufand  troops  with  arms  and  difciplinc^ 
againft  an  unarmed  and  undifpliaed  multlt^ude !  Is  it  not  clear  that 
the  conteft  lies  between  the  Government,  and  the  People  ?  With-^ 
out  reverfing  the  fyftem,  therefore,  Ireland,^  as  the  phrafe  is,  cannot 
be  faved.  The  ftruggle  is  one,  not  of  local  difconfent  and  partial 
difafFeclion,  but  it  is  a  conteft  between  the  People  and  the  Govern- 
ment. In  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  without  entering  into  a  particular 
inquiry,  the  fair  prefumption  is,  that  the  Government  is  to,  blame* 
He  concluded  with  concurring  in  the  amendment* 

Mr.  WYNNE  fpoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sheridan. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  had  no  reafon  to  regret  that  he  did' 
not  detain  the  Houfe  in  Making  his  motion,  by  endeavouring  to 
explain  the  reaforts  for  making  it ;  and  fliould  he  have  attempted 
to  obviate  the  objeflions  that  he  thought  would  have  been  urged, 
he  (hould  not  have  touched  upon  many  of  thofe  that  had  beeft 
brought  forward  ;  becaufe  he  was  ready  to  confcfs  he  did  not  fup- 
pofe  that  the  objedlions  would  have  been  fuch  as  had  been  ftated. 
Indeed  he  (hould  not  even  now  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  fay  much, 
if  any  thing,  upon  this  queftion,  but  for  fome  perfonal  allufions,  of 
which  he  did  not  complain,  although  they  could  hardly  be  defended 
upon  the  fcore  of  irregularity  ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  juft  preceded  him,  had  in  fome  meafurc  made  it  neceffary  for 
him  to  make  fome  obfervations.  Firft,  then,  he  would  begin  with 
a  fcntence  of  the  fpcech  of  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf ;  he 
had  faid,  and  no  doubt  fincerely,  "  that  he  did  not  wifh  to  fee  Ire- 
land become  a  port  of  France."  On  that  ground  would  he  make 
his  ftand  ;  and  he  believed  before  he  quitted  the  place  in  which  he 
flood,  he  (hould  perfuade  the  Houfe  that  that  honourable  gentleman 
(hould  either  retraft  that  propofition,  or  rctradt  moft  of  the  obferva- 
tions in  his  fpecch  to-night,  for  that  they  could  not  ftand  together, 
inafmuch  as  they  were  wholly  inconfiftent  with  each  other. 

As  to  the  idea  that  this  meafure  was  unconftitutional,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  Militia  was  eftablifhed  as  a  check  and  control  againft 
a  ftahding  army,  he  could  only  fay,  he  knew  not  where  gentlemen 
took  up  that  idea.  He  was  not  in  Parliament  at  the  time  the  bill 
for  eftabli(hing  the  Militia  was  moved  for,  and  therefore  could  not 
ftatc  precifely  the  ground  upon  which  the  promoters  of  the  plan  fub- 
mitted  it  to  Parliament^  and  the  ground  upon  which  it  was  adopted, 
but  he  had  endeavoured  to  collect  from  the  beft  iburce^  he  could 
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mcfct  with,  fomcthing  of  the  outline  of  the  grobnds  upon  which  it 
was  agreed  to,  and  he  was  fatisfied  that  the  idea  of  the  Militia  being 
a  check  and  control  upon  the  (landing  army,  was  not  the  ground  upon 
which  the  meafure  was  moved,  or  upon  which  it  was  adopted. 
Having  enlarged  upon  this  topic,  he  concluded  it  with  faying,  it 
ought  to  be  difmiffed  as'an  idle,  childi(h,.foolifh  convcrfation. 

He  fhould  now  proceed  to  (hew  that  the  obfervations  ot  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  were  inconfiftent  with  his  propofition,  that  Ire- 
land fhould  not  be  made  a  poft  of  France.  But  firft  he  muft  obfcrvc 
nplon  what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  occafion  relative  to  the  neccflity 
of  calling  on  all  dcfcri prions  of  people  to  prepare  againft  the  attack 
of  the  enemy.  He  was  perfectly  ready  to  be  examined  upon  what 
he  had  then  faid,  and  to  compare  it  with  what  he  now  propofed. 
He  admitted  at  once  that  at  that  time  he  diftindtly  dated  in  plain 
language,  that  the  falvation  of  this  country  depended  entirely  on  its 
own  exertions  ;  on  the  zeal,  ardour  and  loyalty  of  its  people  ;  and 
the  Houfe  would  allow  hiip  to  fay  that  the  twelve  thoufand,  (for  he 
avowed  the  number  to  be  fo,  and  not  twelve  hundred,  as  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  dated,  from  what  document  he  knew  not ; 
if  it  came  from  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  it  was  a  miftakc  in 
thcnumber ;  how  it  had  happened  he  could  not  tell] — he  would  fay 
that  twelve  thoufand  of  the  Militia  forces  ought  now  to  be  allowed 
to  go  to  Ireland,  and  that  was  the  rcfolution  he  intended  to  propofe^ 
fhould  the  Houfe  agree  to  the  addreCs  wi^ich  he  had  moved.  He 
begged  gentlemen  to  recolledl  the  change  which  had  taken  place  in 
our  fituation  fince  the  time  wheh  he  made  the  declaration  that  this 
country  muft  make  great  preparations  againft  the  enemy.  At  the 
beginning  of  this  year  our.  Militia  were  about  thirty- five  thoufand 
men,  ik)w  they  were  one  hundred  thoufand  men.  At  that  time  we 
bad  cavalry  forces  of  about  fcven  thoufmid  men,  now  we  had  about 
twenty  thoufand.  At  that  period  we  had  a  large  body  of  Volunteer 
Corps,  but  they  had  been  continually  increafing  ;  he  could  not, 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  be  accurate  as  to  the  amount  of  this 
*  force,  but  he  was  confident  he  did  not  underftate  it  at  one  hundred 
thoufand,  and  therefore  he  fhould  be  relieved  from  any  charge  of  in- 
confiftency  in  having  at  one  time  faid  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
the  people  to  prepare  for  the  fafety  of  the  country,'  and  now  to  pro- 
prof6  to  fend  out  of  the  country  part  of  its  force  ;  the  difference  be- 
tween the  quantity  of  force  rcnrioved  that  objedlion.  Gentlemen 
now  faid,'  that  he  muft  either  admit  that  there  is  now  no  apprehen« 
Con  of  invafion,  or  elfe  no  part  of  the  force  fhould  be  fent  out  of  it. 
He  faid  now,  that  fafety  from  that  iiWafion  depended  on  the  conti- 
nuation of  that  fpirit  which  the  People  of  this  country  had  already 
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country  was  true  to  itfelf,  and  determined  to  exert  its  power  againft 
the  enemy,  he  had  no  doubt  of  pcrfedl  fecurity.  He  was  indeed 
proud  to  feel  that  he  was  one  olF  the  inhabitants  of  an  Ifland  that 
had,  to  the  admiration  of  the  reft  .of  the  worlds  maintained  its  ho- 
riour  and  its  charafter  for  independence.  But  he  would  now  come 
clofer  to  the  argument  on  which  he  conceived  the  whole  of  this 
meafure  refted  ;  for  he  would  fay  at  once,  becaufe  he  fdt,  that  if 
he  was  informed  that  a  large  body  of  the  French  were  aftually  on 
board  and  failing  towards  this  country  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  in- 
vading it,  he  fliould  even  then  advife  His  Majefty  to  fend  ten  or 
twelve  thoufand  men  to  Ireland  to  quell  the  Rebellion  there — yes, 
he  repeated  it,  if  thq  French  fleet  was  at  fea  with  tranfpdrts  for  thfe 
exprefs  purpofe  of  invading  this  ifland,  and  while  the  people  ^^erc 
making  defence  upon  defence,  upon  apprehenfion  of  general  danger, 
he  would  even  then  advife  His  Majefty  to  fend  ten  or  twelve  thou- 
fand men  to  Ireland  to  quell  the  Rebellion  there.  He  hoped  that 
this  was  coming  pretty  clofe  to  the  argument  upon  which  this  qucC- 
tion  refted,  and  that  he  was  fairly  putting  his  opinion,  and  meeting 
all  objeflions  to  this  meafure,  candidly  at  leaft.;  this  he  faid  upon 
the  ftrength  of  the  obfervation  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  that 
Ireland  fliould  not  be  a  province  of  France.  All  he  defired  gen- 
tlemen to  allow,  was,  that  there  is  now  an  exifting  Rebellion  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  having  done  fo,  it  would  follow  that  fome  meafure 
(hould  be  adopted  to  quell  it.  Of  what  nature  was  that  Rebellion, 
he  would  aflc  ?  Gentlemen  might  difguife  it  for  the  purpofes  of 
debate,  but  they  could  not  fay  it  was  not  the  dcfire  and  obJe6^  of  ^ 
great  number  of  low  and  deluded  peb{de  in  Ireland  to  feparatc  that 
country  from  this,  and  to  make  ufe  of  the  arms  of  France  to  ac- 
compliih  that  object.  Out  of  the  room  in  which  he  was  now 
fpeaking,  he  was  fure  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  would  not 
venture  to  tell  him  diftindlly,  that  he  believed  tlierc  did  not  now 
cxift  a  great  body  of  low  people  \5'ho  wiflied  to  feparate  it  from  this, 
through  the  arms  of  France.  With  what  confiftency,  then,  could 
the  obfervations  and  the  propofition  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
"  that  Ireland  fliould  not  be  a  port  of  France,"  ftand  together  ? 
And  what  was  more  eflential  to  the  intereft  of  this  country,  than  that 
Ireland  fliould  not  be  made  either  a  poft  or  a  province  of  France  ? 
Need  he  refer  to  the  geography  of  the  two  countries  ?  Need  he  fay 
that,  to  give  to  France  Holland,  Flanders,  and  all  the  places  upon 
the  Continent  oppofiteto  our  coaft,  was  not  fo  dangerous  to  Great 
Britaiin  as  if  they  had  a  poft  in  Ireland  ?  He  therefore  faid,  that  to 
fend  trbops  to  Ireland  to  quell  the  Rebellion  there,  was,  iii  other 
words,  fending  troops  to  fx^vcnt  the  French  from  obtaining  a  poft 
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there,  and  that  was  in  reality  defendii^  Gi^t  Britain  as  well  as  de- 
fending Ireland ;  aiid  the  militia,  in  going  to  Ireland,  were  ading 
on  the  true  fpirit  of  their  inftitution,  for  by  fo  doing  they  were  de- 
fending Great  Britain  againft  the  enemy.     What  the  Militia  wa$ 
now  about  to  do  was  therefore  according  to 'the  principle  of  their 
eftablilhment,  namely,  to  carry  into  cffcQ.  thofe  means  that  were  in 
reality  for  the  defence  of  Great  Britain,  of  which  they  were  a  confti- 
tutional  fafeguard.     He  laid  it  down  broadly,  that  the  defence  of 
Ireland  were  only  other  words  ufed  for  the  defence  of  lEngland.  As 
to  the  general  cry  that  was  fet  up  againft  this  meafure,  and  particu- 
larly what  had  jbeen  faid  by  a  noble  Lord,  he  owned  he  was  not 
mudi  moved  by  it.     Gentlemen  called  for  documents ;  what  docu- 
ments did  they  want  to  know  that  there  was  a  Rebellion  in  Ireland? 
but  perhaps  they  wanted  to  know  whether  it  was  a  juflifiable  Rebel- 
lion. Did  they  mean  to  M'ait  to  fettle  this  point  until  Ireland  fliould 
become  a  province  to  France  ?  for  that  might  be  the  effedl  of  their 
oppofition  to  this  ipeafure  being  fuccefsful.     They  faid,  they  would 
not  vote  for  fending  to  Ireland  either  one  manor  one  fliilling,  until 
they  had  information  upon  this  matter.     This  would  increafe  in- 
ftead  of  diminilhing  the  rage  of  the  Rebels.      Indeed  this  was  not 
very  confiftent  ivith  the  manner  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  himfelf  fpoken  on  a  former  occafion,  when  he  had  faid,   mod 
eloquently  ;  "  Let  us  not  now  examine  who  brought  us  into  our 
lituation,  let  us  firft  beat  the  French."     That  was  the  fubftance  of 
the  fentiment  expreffed  by  that  honourable  gentleman,  and  it  was  a 
very  noble  one  \  but  he  conceived  that  the  obfervations  of  the  fame 
gentleman  this  night  were  at  variance  with  that  fentiment.      It  was 
indeed  dated  that  religious  reftralnts  were  the  great  caufe  of  the  Re- 
bellion ;  but  it  (hpuld  be  remembered  that  among  the  Rebels  were 
to  be  found,   not  only  Roman   Catholics  indeed,  but  alfo  Prefby- 
terians  and  perfons  of  other  modes  of  faith,  among  whom  there  were 
various  (hades  of  religious  opinions.      He  would  not  ftop  to  endea- 
vour to  fettle  thefe  points  now  ;  but  he  thought  it  was  pretty  evi- 
dent, from  fuch  men  uniting  in  this  Rebellion,  they  muft  be  united 
by  (ome  common  cement,  different  from  any  that  could  arife  from 
religious  fentiments;  they  were  arranged  under  the  general  title  of 
United  Iriflimen  ;  they  diftbred  in  many  points,   but  their   main 
objedi  was  to  feparate  Ireland  from  this  country,  and  to  reduce  Ire- 
land to.be  a  province  to  France,  and  this  they  would  be  glad  to  ef- 
fectuate by  means  of  French  arms.     Without  entering  into  the 
fpeculations  of  gentlemen  about  thecaufes  of  this  Rebellion,  for  this 
was  not  the  feafon  for  it,  the  only  qaedion  now  was,  fhould  that 
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Houfe   do  every  thing  in  its   power  to  crulh  the  Rebellion  in 
Ireland  ? 

Some  gentlemen  had  wiflied  to  know  whether  there  were  not  rc» 
gular  forces  in  this  country  that  might  be  fent  ihilead  of  the  Mili« 
tia.  He  had  no  fcruple  in  faying  what  the  regular  force  of  the 
country  was  ;  with  regard  to  cavalry  he  had  already  fiated,  and  that 
the  volunteer  corps  were  augmenting  daily  ;  but  he  could  not  detail 
the  whole  of  the  military  force  in  this  country.  The  militia  force, 
as  he  had  already  (lated^  was  more  than  double  what  it  was  a  (hort 
time  ago  ;  nor  had  he  any  fcruple  in  faying,  that  if  any  part  could 
be  fparcd,  it  was  out  of  the  Militia  force.  He  hoped  the  Houfe 
would  give  him  credit  when  he  faid,  it  was  provident  they  (hould 
fpare  troops  from  that  force  which  was  the  moft  abundant^  and  out 
of  that  which  could  be  the  moft  eafily  fupplicd  and  recruited.  He 
knew  that  gentlemen  were  not  bound  to  believe  him  ;  but  he  al- 
ledged  it  to  be  the  fa6l,  that  the  Militia  was  the  military  force, 
out  of  which  troops  could  at  this  moment  be  moft  conveniently 
fparcd,  under  all  the  circumftances  with  which  this  country  was 
furrounded  ;  for,  gallant  as  the  Militia  were,  he  was  of  opinion,  it 
was  well  that  they  (hould  be  mixed  with  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  regulars,  in  cafe  of  any  danger  in  this  country.  Without  enter- 
ing in^o  any  detail  upon  that  matter,  he  was  ready  to  confefs  that 
there  was  not  now  in  this  country  a  greater  body  of  jegular  troops 
than  was  neccffary  to  make  up  that  mixture.  Without  explaining 
more  of  the  matter,  he  would  fay,  he  was  fure  that  the  beft  mode 
that  could  be  adopted  by  way  of  fending  a  military  force  to  Ireland, 
was,  that  of  fending  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  of  the  Militia  troops, 
and  that  no  other  aid  would  anfwer  the  purpofe  under  all  the  cir-  * 
cumftances. 

He  admitted  it  was  not  right  to  liften  even  to  the  zeal  of  men,  in 
order  to  make  encroachments  on  the  ufual  rules  of  military  affairs  ; 
be  admitted  it  was  againft  the  ufual  rules  to  fend  a  Militia  force  out 
of  the  kingdom  ;  he  admitted  there  was  a  great  inconvenience  in 
it ;  he  admitted  he  felt  great  pain  ip  being  compelled  to  bring  down 
this  meifage  ;  he  did  not  mean  to  ftate  it  in  any  other  light  than 
that  of  a  great  misfortune :  but,  here  we  were  to  ftrike,  a^  It  were, 
a  balance  between  misfortunes,  in  examining  one  of  them  againft 
the  other ;  and  that  in  reality  was  the  whole  of  the  queftion.  He 
would  admit  the  truth  of  what  had  been  faid,  that  many  perlbns 
will  go  under  this  meafure  either  from  falfe  pride  or  fhame  ;  that 
many  will  go  who  indeed  would  rather  ftay  at  home.  He  knew 
the  meafure  now  before  the  Houfe  was  liable  to  many  inconveni* 
ences  ',  but  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  feef  with  him,  that  of  aU 
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things  the  Rebellion  in  Ireland  was  the  greatefi  inconvenience;  and 
therefore  all  other  inconveniences  muft  giveaway  to  it.  And  here 
he  muft  explain  the  neccffity  of  the  meafure,  and  fay  fomething  on 
the  pf6b,ability  of  its  being  effedlual,  in  cafe  the  Houfe  (hould  ad(^t 
it,  There  was  at  prefent  a  large  body  of  forces  in  Ireland.  Ho 
could  hot  undertake  to  fay  what  force  precifely  would  be  neceffary 
^o  quell  the.  Rebellion  ;  but,  in  his  view  of  the  matter,  every  per- 
fon  that  could  poflibly  be  fpared  fhould  be  fcnt  to  Ireland,  and  that 
the  larger  the  force  was,  the  better.  Gentlemen  afked,  would 
twelve  thoufand  be  fufficient  ?  he  could  only  fay,  from  the  informa- 
tion of  military  men,  he  hoped  it  would  be  fufficient ;  for  it  was 
obfervable'that  much  depended  on  the  time  in^  which  the  force  was 
got  ready,  much  depended  on  the  rapidity  of  the  meafurC;  and  in- 
deed, in  that  confiftcd  its  chief  merit.  He  (hould  be  extremely 
thankful  for  any  fuggeftions  from  aay  quarter  upon  this  important 
and  moft  critical  occafion,  but  he  had  not  yet  heard  of  any  meafure 
that  was  equal  in  all  points  to  that  which  was  now  propofcd.  He 
(hould  exceedirigly  like  any  plan  that  (hould  have  the  effeft  of  bring- 
ing back  the  Militia  again  to  this  country  ;  whether  that  could  be 
done  by  training  others  fo  as  to  make  them  fit  to  fupply  the  place 
of  the  Militia,  he  knew  'not,  but  he  fhould  be  very  glad  if  any 
thing  of  that  kind  could  be  done ;  but,  at  all  events,  this  meafure 
fhould  be  adopted  fpcedily,  for  more  mjght  be  done  perhaps  in  a 
week  now,  by  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men,  than  double  the  number 
cpuld  afterwards  accompliih  in  a  month.  Indeed  the  advantages  of 
expedition  were  not  to  be  calculated,  and,  therefore,  unlefs  his  ho- 
nourable friend,  who  moved  the  amendment,  could  find  fomething 
that  would  be  as  fpeedy  as  the  meafure. now  propofed,  he  would  fall 
l(hort  of  his  own  objeft  ;  for  the  point  was  to  adt  on  the  fudden,  and 
to  diflodge  the  Rebels  frojn:i  the  places  where  they  bad  eredled  the 
ftandard  of  Rebellion. 

As  to  the  obfervations  that  were  made  on  Minifters,  that  they 
were  the.  men  to  whofe  machinations  the  whole  of  this  evil  was  ow- 
ing, he  regarded  it  as  a  piece  gf  declamation,  in  which  the  honourr 
able  gentleman  was  welcome  to  amufe  himfelf  as  much  as  he 
plcafed  ;  and  as  to  what  had  been  faid  upon  his  riot  having  in- 
vited the  honourable  General  (Tarleton)  to  take  a  (hare  againft  the 
Rebels,  he  did  not  invite  him,  it  was  true,  but  it  was  true  alfo  that 
he  had  no  power  to  do  fo.  He  faid  nothing  about  the  propriety  of 
employing  him  ;,  he  had,  however,  no  doubt  if  he  warcmployed,  he 
would  fooh  forget  his  politics  and  become  a  very  good  officer,  and 
he  could  dare  fay  he  would  embrue  his  hands  in  as  much  blood  at 
vould  be  neceffary  for  bis  pbjeiS. 
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Something  had  been  fajd  to-nighe,  as  if  he  was  an  enemy  to  the 
Koman  Cathplics.  He  had  never  faid  a  finglo'  word  againft  the 
Cathqlics.  He  had  iupported  a  bill  for  them  ;  but  was  he  to  be 
blamed  becaufe  a  Bifliop,  or  ten  Bi(hops,  aded  otherwifc  in  another 
a£t  of  Parliament? 

As  to  the  fubjeft  which  had  been  alluded  to  with, regard  to  Lord 
•  Petre  and  his  fon,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  ftating  that  he  was 
riot  a  favourite  with  Ad^miniftration  becaufe  he  was  a  Member  of 
the  Whig  Club,  he  could  only  fay  that  circumftance  had  no  weight 
with  him,  for  he  did  not  know  that  he  was  a  Member  of  the  Whig 
Club  ;  and  he  defired  to  be  conQJered  as  not  adding  in  that  cafe* 
upon  any  party  prejudice.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  alfo 
taken  notice  of  fome  circumftances  relative  to  another  Member  of 
the  Whig  Club,  and  had  complained  of  the  manner  in  which  a 
noble  Duke  had  been  treated  by  Minifters.  True  it  was  that  he 
dilFered  in  politics  from  that  noble  Duke,  and  he  felt  no  uneaflnefs 
either  night  or  day  on  that  account.  The  offer  made  by  the  noble 
puke  was  very  noble  and  liberal,  and  highly  become  his  rank  un- 
doubtedly ;  but  he  had  faid  at  the  Whig  Club  that  there  was  much 
impotent  malice  (hewn  by  Minifters  againft  an  honourable  gentle-^ 
man  (Mr.  Fox),  as  well  as  againft  all  thofe  who  were  attached  to 
him  ;  he  knew  of  none  of  that  malice.  In  point  of  h&  there 
were  many  men  ferving  in  military  capacities  -who  had  (hewn  an 
attachment  t©  that  gentleman.  But  if  he  was  a(ked  the  queftion, 
he  confeffed  he  did  not  feel  it  a  plcafant  thing  to  be  fending  confi- 
dental  directions  and  orders  to  a  perfon  who  thought  of  him  and  of 
Minifters  as  that  noble  Duke  had  expreffed  he  thought.  The  noble 
Duke,  in  a  paragraph,  had  ftated  of  Minifters  what  he  did  not  think 
they  deferyed  ;  and  all  he  did  was  to  fubmit  to  the  old  corps,  who 
were  prppofcd  to  be  united  to  his,  how  far  they  would  think  it  an 
improvement  of  their  eftablifliment  to  give  the  command.to  a  per- 
fon who  had  no  confidence  in  thofe  whofe  dire*6^ions  he  was  to  obey ; 
that  there  could  be  no  intermediate  confidence  between  the  noble 
Duke  and  His  Majcfty's  Minifters;  and  he  would  confefs candidly, 
that  he  did  not  fee  any  reafon  why  he  (hould  have  any  more  confi- 
dence in  the  noble  Duke  than  the  noble  Duke  had  in  him  :  he.  ha4 
pot  (aid  any  thing  but  what  he  had  a  right  to  fay,  which  was,  that 
.  there  could  not  be  any  mutual  confidence  between  the  noble  Duke 
and-ffis  Majcfty's  Minifters.  The  noble  Duke  .had  a  right  to  fpcak 
out,  but  he  hoped  the  Kiiig's  Minifters  had  a  right  to  do  the  fame 
thin^.  *  .- 

He  did  not  recoUefl  that  there  were  any  more  argi^ments  for  him 
tQ  gnfwcr  upon  this  occafion.     He  h^d  only  now  to  obferv^,  that  he 
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had  dated  it  was  a  meafure  of  neceflity  ;  that  the  Hoafe  now  had 
it  iQ  their  powef  to  employ  a  larg^  body  of  ipcn,  His  Majcfty's  faith- 
fal  and  goodfubje6l$  :  tha^  they  had  before  them  a  chance  of  bring- 
ing the  Rebellion  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion ;  that  they  had  a  force  ofl 
fered  to  them  in  a  manner  that  called  for  great  praife.  The  fimple 
queffion  theileibre  was,  whether  the  Houfe  would  take  upon  itielf  the 
Tcfponfibllity  of  letting  the  Rebellion  go  uncruAed  when  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  cruibing  it.  Thofe  who  thought  that  the  future 
inconveniences  of  this  meafure  were  not  to  be  put  on  a  footing  with 
the  inconveniences  of  Rebellion,  would  not  rejed  the  opportunity, 
but  would,  by  agreeing  to  the  addrefs,  enable  His  Majefty  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  fervice  of  a  refpedable  body  of  military  force 
to  put  an  end  to  Rebellion.  Thofe  who  thought  they  ought 
not  to  allow  His  MajeAy  to  have  that  advantage  without  examina- 
tion into  circumftances,  and  who  chufe  to  take  upon  themfelves  the 
rcfponfibility  of  rifking  the  fate  of  Ireland  and  of  England,  would 
give  to  His  Majefty  Vdvice  accordingly.  Thank  God  he  was  no( 
of  that  opinion. 

Mr,  SHERIDAN  explained  what  he  faid  with  repefl  to  Ireland 
becoming  a  poft  of  France.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 
that  his  obfervation  was  inconfiftent  with  what  he  had  faid  on  a 
former  occaHon  ;  what  he  faivl  was  perfectly  conHftent ;  he  had  faid 
that  the  Government  could  not  keep  Ireland  while  all  the  People 
there  were  againft  the  Government ;  and  that  they  could  not  change 
the  People  of  Ireland  with  a  change  of  fyftem.  And  as  to  what 
he  had  faid  on  uniting  the  People  of  England  to  fupport  Miniftcrs 
againft  the  French,  they  were  not  in  the  fame  iitqation  as  th? 
People  of  Irelandi 

Mr.  TIERNEY  cxpreffed  his  regret  that  the  feriqus  qucffion 
before  the  Houfe  (hould  be  treated  with  what  he  called  ^  degree  of 
chearfulnefsi  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  for  if  cVer  there 
exifted  a  Mihifter'in  this  country  who  more  than  another  (hould 
mourn  for  the  country,  it  was  the  prefent**— he  (hould  come  down  to 
the  Houfe  clothed  in  fackcloth  and  a(he$,  to  iind  himfelf  obliged, 
in  the  fifth  year  of  the  war,  and  after  an  expenditure  of  above  twp 
hundred  millions  of  money,  to  bring  down  to  that  Houfe  fqch  a 
propofttion  as  the  prefent.  He  then  adverted  to  the  circumftance 
of  there  being  no  oiHclal  communication  to  the  Hou(b  of  the  Re- 
bellion, before  Parliament  w^  called  upon  to  take  fuch  an  Im^ 
porta  nt  (lep ;  this  he  confidered  as  a  ferfous  omifTion ;  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (hoqld  be^awaipe  of  the 
ncceflfiry  and  propriety  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  as  he  had  ferved  an 
appn^ntjcejhip  to  Rebellion««-(aUuding,  wc  ima^ne,  to  Mn  Secretary 
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'  Dundas  being  in  office  duritig  the  American  war)— he  could  nod 
be  sit  a  lofs  for  the  mode  or  form  of  making  this  communication  ; 
for  the  cafe  of  communicating  the  American  affair  to  the  Houfc 
from  the  Throne,  was  diredlly  in  point.  He  then  begged  that 
His  Majefty's  melTage  to  the  Houfe  on  the  7th  of  March  1774, 
might  be  read.  It  was  accordingly  read  by  the  clerk,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz.  , 

**  His  Majefty,  upon  information  of  the  unwarrantable  prac- 
tices which  have  been  lately  concerted  and  carried  on  in  Nojth 
America,  and  particularly  of  the  violent  and  outrageous  proceedings 
at  the  town  and  port  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  Maffachufett's 
Bay,  with  a  view  to  obftrufting  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  and 
upon  grounds  and  pretences  immediately  fubverfive  of  thp  conftitu- 
tion  thereof,  has  thought  fit  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  his  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  fully  confiding  as  well  in  their  zeal  for  the 
maintenance  of  His  Majefty 's  authority,  as  in  their  attachment  to 
the  common  intercft  and  welfare  of  all  his  dominions,  that  they 
will  not  only  enable  His  Majefty  efTeftually  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
may  be  moft  likely  to  put  an  immediate  ftop  to  the  prefent  diforders, 
but  will  alfo  take  into  their  moft  ferious  confideration  what  farther 
regulations  and  permanent  provifions  may  be  necefTary  to  be  efta- 
blifhed,  for  better  fecuring  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  juft 
dependence  of  the  Colonies  upon  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain.'* — Vide  Parliamentary  Papers,  confifting  of  a  col- 
leflion  of  King's  Speeches,  MefTages,  AddreiTes,  &c. ;  and  a  cor- 
re£l  colle^ion  of  the  Lords*  Protcfts,  &c.  &c.  vol.  ii.  folio  225. 

Mr.  Tierney  continued— ^Thofe  proceedings  were  fuch  as  fliould 
have  been  adopted  on  the  prefent  ocCafion.  A  week  was  then  al- 
lowed before  the  King's  meflage  was  taken  into  confideration :  but 
how  different  was  the  mode  adopted  in  the  prefent  inftance  ?  No 
communication  whatever  was  made  to  Parliament  of  the  exiflence 
of  the  Rebellion ;  and  the  prefent  mcffage  containing  a  moft  im* 
portant  queftion,  brought  down  to  the  Houfe  one  day^  and  ordered 
to  be  confidered  the  next.  He  then  laid,  that  the  pra<3ice  of  thoib 
times  was  different  from  that  which  now  prevailed.  A  meffage 
was  not  then  fent  down  on  the  one  day^  to  be  confidered  on  the  fol- 
lowing. He  was  now  told  of  machinations,  in  Ireland,  of  the  ex- 
iftenceof  Rebellion,  in  which  country  he  was  only:  informed  by  the 
letters  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  with  no  official  documenu  on  the 
fubjedt ;  he  was  called  upon  to  pronounce  Ireland  in  fuch  a  ftate  as 
Xq  juftify  the  fending  out  of  the  country  a  body  of  men,  whom  In  all 
events  it  would  be  highly  unconftitutional,  but,  in  the  prefent  cafe^ 
highly  culpable^  to  fend.    If  Ireland  wsis  fo  fituatcd  as  that  the  pre* 
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fence  of  this  body  was  effential  to  its  prefcrvation,  it  became  ncccC- 
fary  for  hiiii  to  watch  the  interefts  of  England.  He  fhoutd  not,  h<5 
trufted,  be  fflfpedJed  of  a  difpofition  to  feparate  the  interefts  of  the 
two  Countries  ;  but  if  the  intercfts  of  the  one  clafhed  with  that  of 
the  other,  it  became  him  to  recollc6^  that  he  was  a  reprcfcntativ6  of 
England  ;  and  though  no  man  was  better  difpofed  towards  the 
whole  empire,  and  to  fupport'the  dignity  of  the  Crpwn,  he  ftiould 
never  confidcr  himfelf  as  juftified  in  going  the  lengths  propofed,  in 
which  there  might  be  danger  to  England.  If  the  Houfc  would 
give  him  credit,  there  wai  not  a  man  in  it  who  had  lefs  inclination 
to  give  countenance  to  a  Rebellion  plotted  in  concert  with  the  ck- 
ifting  Government  of  France.  To  Rebellion  of  all  forts  he  had 
the  greateft  averfion  ;  but  his  abhorrence  was  particularly  great  fromi 
one  fomented  by  the  French  Government,  at'  whom,  as  a  friend  to 
,  Liberty,  he  could  not  look  without  horror  at  the  abominable  con- 
duct of  the  French,  whofe  latter  ad^ions  had  much  altered  his  opi- 
niort  of  them : ,  he  once  faw  them  engaged  in  a  ftruggle  for  the 
cmancipafion  of  millions  of  human  beings,  but  they  were  now  pur->. 
fuing  only  the  di<5^ates.of  mad  ambition,  and  fchemcs  of  aggran- 
dizement. If  the  honourable  gentleman  (hguld  attempt  to  con- 
vince him  that  the  mea!fures  purfucd  in  Ireland  originated  in  the 
agency  of  France,  he  would  have  great  dl^culty^  as-4ie  could  not 
confcientioufly  believe  that  France  had  any  fhare  in  them.  Not 
having  the  opportunity  of  reference  to  official  documents,  he  could 
only  form  his  opinion  on  fuch  information  as  he  was  able  to  colleft  : 
for  in(^ance,  he  found  that  Lord  Fitiiwilliam  was  of  a  different  opi  - 
ni^n,  and  that  hfe  Lordfhip  had  not  foritied  his  opinion  from  the 
eoftfeqnehces  of  the  tncafures  which  had  been  purfued,  but  that  he 
now  referred  to  letters  bitten  three  years  ago,  in  which  he  urged 
the  neceflity  of  conteffioh  to  the  Catholics.  Unfurriifhed  with 
any  official  diicument,  Mi*.  Ticrriey  faid,  he  (houldfeel  himfcJf  as 
much  difpofed  to  give  credit  to  the  noble  Lord,  as  to  the  ftatement 
of  the  right  honourable  gcrt!?leman.  H  was  certain  that  the  People 
were  in  arms  againft  the  Government ;  nor  was  it  eafy  to  concrivcS 
how,  having  been  fcdurged,  burnt  and  mafiacrcd,  they  (l^ould  have 
any  other  fediftg  than  averfen  to  the  Goverrinient.  What  could 
he  thiHk-of  a  Govern mcn't  by  which  General  Abercrombie  was  dif- 
miffed,  for  adding  to  his  6ther  excellent  qualities  thafof  humanity  ? 
He  could  not-confent  to* 'feid  troops  to  a'countiy  where  one 
Genferab  was  difmiffed *foi*'hls  humanSty,  and  another  called  to  an 
account  for  fparing  four  tho«ifand  men.  Waii  h^  to  give  his  fiine*' 
tion  to  fending  freih  tfoopi^V  the  ^gentienricn  and  militia  of  England, 
^.o  be  commanded  bjwhiat' 60'  d^Ued  enljr  a  -defpemte  Irilh  fafiibn  ^' 


June  19.J  DEBATES.  433 

The  right  honourable  gentleitian  ought  to  furntfh  him  Tiith  proofs 
that  the  rifing  in  Ireland  was  at  the  inftigation  of  France.     He  cer- 
tainly did  not  oppofe  the  intcrefts  of  the  empire^   nor  hazard  the 
cxpoiing  of  that  country  to  the  rifk  of  becoming  a  poft  for  France,  as 
he  did  not  believe  that  fending  troops  was  calculated  to  prevent  that  • 
evil  which  was  only  to  be  averted  by  gaining  the  aifedtions  of  the 
People.     He  did  not  in  this  offer  any  oppofition  to  the  conftitutional 
right  of  His  Majcfty  to  fend  out  of  the  countrj'  any  of  the  regular 
troops ;  but  when  called  upon  to  aid  and  abct^  in  fending  troops  to 
Ireland,  he  would  not  give  a  man,  nor  a  guinea,  until  the  true  caufe 
of  the  Rebellion  was  known;  and  until  he  knew  what  were  the 
meafures  which  it  was  intended  to  purfue,  whether  of  coercion  or 
conciliation  ;  he  might,  indeed,  ftand.  by  a  patient  fpeflator,  but  he 
would  not  be  an  acceffary.     Viewing  the  queflion  in  another  light, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  did  ndt  confider  the 
mcafure  propofud  as  unconftitutional.     Mr.  Tierney  read  the  pre- 
amble to  the  Militia  A6^,  and  obferved,  that* that  force  was  intended 
not  only  as  a  body  for  the  defence,  but  that  it  formed  a  part  of  the 
Conftitution  of  the  Country,  from  which  the  greateft  advantages 
were  derived.     Where  was  a  fubftitute  to  be  found  for  this  body  ? 
He  had  heard  a  rumour  that  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  Iri(h.  Militia, 
who  were  to  be  introduced  here ;  but  this,  he  hoped,  was  untrue. 
It  was  the  evident  meaning  of  the  a£l,  that  the  men,  if  difpofed, 
(hould  not  be  permitted  to  leave  the  kingdom,  as  the  tenor  of  their 
oath  was  to  fcrv^  faithfully  in  Great  Britain.     No  anfwer  had  been 
given  to  the  argument  which  had  been  urged,  that  all  the  Regulars 
were  not  yet  fent  out  of  the  country.    It  was  obvious,  that  a  Militia, 
embodied  for  five  years,  was  fufBcient  for  all  domeflic  purpofes  ;  and 
as  there  were  three  thoufand  five  hundred  Guards,  he  thought  the 
Militia  were  conrpetent  to  do  their  duty.     It  vfras  to  be  obferved 
too,  that  thofc  who  had  offered  to  go,  had  no  right  thus  to  difpofe  of 
their  fer vices,  fince  the  Militia  was  si  body  for  the  general  defence  of 
the  country,  and  part  of  thofe  raifed  in  Devonfhire  belonged  as  well 
to  Northumberland  as  to  their  own  county.     He  would  fuppofe  a 
cafe,  that  fome  ofHcer  might  have  large  Irifh  property,  and  that 
this  might  influence  him ;  was  he  then  to  be  furnifhed  with  a  ' 
regiment  of  Militia  to  accompany  him  in  his-vifit  to  his  tenantry  ? 

He  had  on  a  former  night  objected  to  the  Guards  being  fent  to 
Ireland,  as,  from  the  nature  of  the  fervice,  they  would  return  worfe 
foldiers,  after'living  at  free  quarters,  than  they  were  when  they 
went.  Yet  the  Guards  returned  to  excellent  difcipline.  But  what 
would  be  the  (itbation  of  a  Militia-man,  who  did  pot  return  to  fuch 
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a  ftatc  of  difcipliney  but  went  back  to  his  little  hamlet  'after  the 
period  of  his  fcrvice  had  elapfed,  fafn'liarixed  ro  rapine  ?  He  then 
reprobated  the  condufl  of  Adminiftration,  in  the  rejeflion  of  the 
offer  made  by  a  noble  Duke  ;  and  concluded  by  exprefling  his  de- 
termination not  to  fupp-  rt,  by  a-  (ingle  man  or  a  finglc  guinea,  4 
Government  fo  adminiftered  as  that  of  Ireland,  until  fatisfied  that 
the  Rebellion  proceeded  from  the  interference  of  France,  operating 
on  the  difcoftten^ed  in  that  country ;  nor  would  he  fend  twelve 
thoufand  of  the  Militia  of  this  country  to  the  afliftance  of  men, 
whofe  conduft,  he  faid,  had  been  rabft  fcandaloufly  difgraceful. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  though  the  fubjed  had  been 
already  fo  much  difquflfed,  he  felt  itnicceflary  to  fpcak,  becaufc  he 
entertained  fentiments  different  from  any  of  thofe  which  he  had 
'  heard^     The  objedlions  which  he  had  to  the  meafu^e  were  not  fuch 
as  thofe  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  laft,  but  they 
originated  in  the  meafure  being  unconftitutional.     Ht  did  not  con- 
lider  it  in  this  light,  becaufe  the  men  having  faid  by  their  oath  that 
they  would  ferve  in  England,  he  confidercd  them  as  precluded  from 
any  extraordinary  fervice  ;  but  he  meant  in  it  fomething  more  folid, 
which  was,  the  necefTity  that  there  exifted  of  having  always  in  this 
country  a  force,  officered  by  gentlemen  of  property  and  charadler. 
He  was  fearful  that  a  naeafure  fuch  as  the  prefcnt  would  operate  to 
prevent  gentlemen  of  that  defer! ption  from  entering  into  the  Militia, 
and  thus  that  it  would  have  an  unconftitutional  effeft.     With  re-, 
/"*fpe6t  to  the  offer  which  had  been  made  to  Government,  he  be- 
lieved  that   it  was  entirely  voluntary,   not  proceeding  from  the 
officers,  but  from  the  public  fpirit,  the  zeal,  and  the  alacrity  of  the 
privatte  men. 

Having  confidered  the  queftion'in  this  light,  he  was  now  bound 
to  look  at  the  other  fide  of  the  argument.  A  Rebellion  raged  in.  a 
neighbburing  country,  which,  under  all  our  efforts  to  fubduc  it, 
gained  ground.  It  was  a  known  and  experienced  truth,  that  in  a 
contcft  of  fuch  a  nature,  they  who  gain  time,  gain  an  advantage; 
and  this  was  more  particularly  the  cafe  where  foreign  aid  was  cx- 
pe6Ved.  He  faw  himfelf,  therefor^,  reduced  to  the  nedefCty  of  ac- 
'  cepting  the  means  which  Government  fincerely,  and  with  the  bcft 
intentions,  offered  to  adopt,  for  the  fupprefTion  of  that  Rebellion, 
or  elfe  to  give  to  the  Rebels  the  advantage  of  delay.  Nothing 
Itronger  could  be  faid  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  bill,  than 
what  he  had  heard  from  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  if  an  ac- 
tual invafion  were  on  the  point  of  taking  place,  he  (hould  even  then 
bring  it  forward.     As  to  the  want  of  detailed  accounts  refpec^ing 
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the  difpofition  of  the  regular  forces,  that  was  a  .qucftion  which 
would  cxpofe  us  to  (b  ipuch  delay,  that  it  would  be  a  greater  evil 
than  that  which  it  was  nc^w  fought  to  avoid. 

Mr.  Wilbcrforcc  fiid  he  wilhed  that  a  diftinflion  (hould  be 
taktn  between  thole  gentlemen  who  regularly,  and  on  all  occafions, 
oppofcd  the  meafurcs  of  Government,  and  thofe  who,  on  particular 
occafions,  differed  from  them  in  opinion.  It  was  contended  by  the 
former  dcfcription  of  oppohcnts  to  the  meafure,  that  the  prcfent  ftate 
of  Ireland  was  owing  to  the  mifmanacemcnt  of  Government.  It 
was  a  qucftion  of  morality  into  \51hich  he  (hould  not  now  enter, 
admitting  the  fad  to  be  as  thofe  gentlemen  ftated  it,  how  far,  in  fuch 
circumftances,  felf-defence  was  Itgitimate  ;  but  lie  called  upon  any 
gentleman  to  fiy,  whether,  in  forbearing  to  quell  the  Rebellion  in 
Ireland,  the  Houfe  would  be  giving  any  boon  to  that  country? 
Will  he  fay,  that  by  fuffcring  the  brave  men  whom  we  have  fent, 
to  be  cut  to  pieces,  Ircl -nd  will  be  benefited  f  Ir  was  curious  to 
obfcrve  how  far  the  feelings  of  gentlemen  v^ere  actuated  by  motives 
of  Party.  He  had  alwjys  fecn  rhc  Irifli  a  barbarous  and  unciyi* 
lizcd  people,  nor  had  he  ever  feen  any  ctf<^rts  made  to  civilize  them 
till  lately.  ApoU^giv.ing  for  this  digrefTion,  [Wr.  Wilberforce  faid, 
that  it  had  bc^en  recommended  to  try  foft  and  lenient  meafures ;  but 
was  it  a  time  to  attempt  conciliaticn,  when  a  body  of  men  were  in 
arms  ?  Would  not  fuch  an  attempr  have  diredly  a  contrary  cffeft 
to  that  which  was  intended  ?  But  admitting  that  it  was  proper  to  . 
adopt  a  [31  an  of  conciliation,  it  onlv  became  more  ncceflO?iry  t^  fend 
a  greater  force.  A  larger  proportion  of  men  was  necelTary  to  ena- 
•ble  Government  to  fpare  the  effufion  of  blood,  and  to  bring  for- 
ward, with  dignity  and  the  chance  of  fucccfs,  propofitions  of  mercy. 
Mr.  Wilberforce  concluded  by  flating,  that  he  found  noaUcrnativc  ; 
a  Rebellion  rngcd  ;  and  though,  h^'peftly  fpeaking,  he  found  diffi- 
culties in  the  propofid  pl.in,  and  that  the  langu'-^ge  of,  the  addrefs 
did  not  exactly,  fuit  his  fetlings,  as  not  expreffing  fufficiently  the 
neceffity  which  induced  the  meafare,  he  (hould  give  his  fupport  to 
the  motion. 

Lord  G.  CAVENDISH  expreffed  his  furprife  that  Minifterg. 
were  nut  prepared  to  meet  every  contingency.  The  queflion  was 
not  as  to  the  neceffity  of  fending,  forces,  but  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
force  to  be  fent.  He  had  heard  no  futficient  reafon  f  )r  not  fending- 
the  regulars,  nor  any  argument  for  breaking  not  only  the  fi^irh  be- 
tween Parliament  and  the  Miitiamen,  but  betv^cen  Parliamcht  and 
the  Country,  and  for  deft (oying  the  ini'titution.  . 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  faid,  tt  at  he  agreed   'n  ^omc  par  culars 
with  both  (ides.     He  coniidered  fh.  future  confequences  likely  to 
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refult  from  the  meafure  as  bad,  but  he  admitted,  on  the  other 
handy  the  very  great  evils  that  would  refult  from  delay.  He  agreed 
too,  with  the  honourable  gentlemen  in  thinking,  that  the  hands  of 
Goverhment  fhould  be  very  ftrong  before  any  conceflions  (hould  be 
thought  of;  but  as  we  had  feen  coercion  fail,  ought  we  not  to  look 
for  fome  other  caufc  than  the  prevalence  of  Jacobinifm,  in  order  to 
account  for  the  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland?  He  faw  no  avoiding 
lending  the  Militia  at  prefent,  but  he  thought  that  was  no  excufe 
for  thofe  who  had  brought  us  to  this  meafure.  The  neceflity 
for  it  was  great,  yet  he  (hould  neverthelefs  deplore  the  adoption 
of  it. 

Mr.  MANNING  was  anxious  that  the  meafure  (hould  be 
carried  into  effeft  with  as  much  attention  to  conftitutional  princi- 
ples as  poffil?le.  He  wi(hcd  that  His  Majefty  (hould  be  empowered 
to  offer  a  bounty  tofuch  Militiamen  as  (hould  chufe  to  enter,  to  fill 
up  the  vacancies  in  fkeleton  regiments  ;  that  the  Militiamen  (hould 
have  permiffion  granted  them  fo  to  do ;  that  they  (hould  receive  a 
bounty :  (hould  ferve  in  their  prefent  uniform,  which  would  give 
them  a  very  honourable  diftind^ion  ;  and  on  their  return,  they 
fhould  have  their  difcharge,  or  at  their  option  (hould  remain  in  the 
rcginwnt  to  which  they  were  attached.  Thus,  not  a  moment's  de- 
lay Would  be  occafioned  in  fending  troops  to  Ireland,  and  thus 
having  raifed  twelve  thoufand  men  conftitutionally,  it  would  beeafy 
to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  Militia  from  the  Supplementary 
Corps,  which  had  in  many  counties,  he  underftood,  been  attached 
to  the  Militia  itfelf.  He  (hould  vote  for  the  amendment  propofed 
by  Mr.  Bankes. 

Mr.  Secretar}'  DUNDAS  rofe  to  explain,  but  was  prevented 
from  proceeding  by  the  Speaker. 

The  right  honourable  DUDLEY  RYDER  was  not  precluded 
from  a'jjaln  fpeaking,  he  not  having  troubled  the  Houfe  with  any  ob- 
fervations  on  the  amendment,  which  was  a  new  motion,  and  the 
quefiion  then  pr(Jperly  under  difcuflion.  He  objefted  to  the  amend- 
ment principally  on  the  ground  of  the  delay  it  would  create,  and  he 
was  equally  unwilling  to  concur  in  the  propofitions  thrown  out  by 
by  Mr.  Manning,  for  the  fame  reafon.  Much  time  would  be  loft 
before  the  men  could  be  drafted  into  the  (keleton  regiments,  and 
formed  and  difciplined  in  thofe  corps.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  Militia  went  to  Ireland  in  their  prefent  ftate,  we  would  derive 
all  the  advantages  arifing  from  the  acquaintance  of  the  men  with 
each  other,  the  knowledge  the  officers  had  of  their  trOops,  the  confi- 
dence thofe  troops  had  in  their  ofiicers,  and  their  habit  of  obeying 

^m.     The  united  body  would  a<St  with  mo^t  energy  and  cfTe^ 
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"when  they  felt  that  the  honour  of  their  regiment  was  at  ftakc,  when 
they  felt  the  ncceffity  of  bringing  back  the  corps  with  honour  to 
England,  than  the  individuals  would,  if  fcattered  in  other  bodies, 
He  therefore  objefled  to  the  amendment,  on  the  ground  of  its  ren* 
dering  the  fervices  of  the  men  Icfs  efFedJual :  but  his  principal  ob- 
jecJion  was  the  loft  of  time  it  would  create.  *  The  delay  of  a  week 
only  might  be  attended  with  the  worft  confequenccs.  What  twelve 
thgufand  men  could  effedl  now,  it  might  not,  perhaps,  be  poffiblc 
tot  twenty  four  thoufa'nd  to  accomplifli  a  week  hence.  On  thcfe 
grounds  he  fupported  the  original  motion,  acknowledging  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  fuggcftion  thrown  out  by  other  gentlemen  might 
be  very  fit  matter  for  coiifidcration,  in  the  future  ftages  of  the 
btifinefs. 

The  Houfe  then  divided :  For  the  amendment,  47  ;  Againft 
it,  118, 

The  original  addrefs  was  then  put  and  carried. 

At  this  time  a  meffage  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords  brought  in  the 
bill  for  fending  the  Militia  to  Ireland,  which  their  Lordfhips  had 
•  *  paflfed.  The  Commons  read  it  a  firft  time,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fepond  time  to-morrow, 

e 

/ 

« 

'Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  prefented  letters  of  offers  of  fervice  iq 
Ireland,  from  fevcral  regiments  of  Militia. 

Vifcount  MALDEN  obferved,  that  an  offer  of  fervice  had  been 
niade  by  the  regiment  in  which  he  had  the  honour  to  ferve,  but  that 
he  had  hot  beard  any  mention  made  of  it  in  the  lift  of  letters  which 
had  juft  been  read. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  replied,  that  certainly  fuch  an  offer 
had  been  received  fo  early  as  the  month  of  April  laft  ^  but  it  being 
an  offer  to  fcrye  in  any  part  of  Europe  His  Majcfty  might  think  fit, 
he  could  not  take  upon  himfelf  to  conllrue  i|  into  an  offer  to  ferve 
particularly  in  Ireland. 

^  Honourable  George  WALPOLE  faid,  he  had  always  underftood 
that  Ireland  was  a  part  of  Europe. 

Vifcount  MALDEN  confidered  the  offer  to  ferve  illimitable^ 
and  Government  might  make  what  ufe  of  it  they  pleafed. 

The  letters  were  now  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

General  TARLETON  thought  it  would  have  been  better  had 
fuch  of  the  Militia  regiments  as  were  willing  to  ferve  againft  Ire- 
land been  drafted  into  the  regular  army. 
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The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  for  fending  the  Militia  to  Ireland, 

Col(»ncl  SLOANE  exprefled  himfelf  happy  to  find  the  Mih'tia 
offering  itftlf  to  fupprcfs  a  Rebellion  which  threatened  the  exiftencc 
of  this  <;|>untry  ;  but  he  could  not  agree  with  an  honourable  General 
(Tarleton)  that  it  would  be  right  to  draft  portions  of  the  Militia 
into  the  regular  army,  for  it  would  be  but  making  the  officers  of 
the  Mihtia  mere  drill  fcrjeants. 

General  lARLETON  entered  into  a  general  oppofition  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill.  He  beg.m  by  obferving,  that  thfs  was  one  of 
the  moft  ferious  and  important  quertions  ever  brought  forward  in 
that  Houfe ;  but  the  meafure  was  net  more  objefl/ionable  in  a  con- 
ftitutional  point  of  view,  than  as  it  would-  prove  inefFe6)ual  in  pro* 
ducfng  any  benefit  to  the  country.  It  was  but  a  fliort  time  ago  held 
forth  that  this  country  was  in  danger  of  invafion.'  How,  then,  was 
the  fituarion  of  the  country  (o  fuddenly 'changed  ?  At  this  very 
moment  the  enemy  were  reinforcing  to  a  conlidcrable  extent  upori 
their  coafts.  He  found  the  Houfe  not  much  difpofed  to  attention, 
yet,  on  a  queftion  of  fuch  magnitude,  he  (hould  deliver  his  opinion, 
although  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe.  ^  Gentlemen  had  fpoken  much  of  their 
loyalty  :  he  had  as  much  loyalty  as  any  man  in  that  H(»ufe — it  was 
*from  this  principle  that  he  had  oflTcred  his.fervices,  which  had  been 
rejed^ed- — it  was  from  this  principle  that  he  had  bled  for  his  King 
and  Country.  He  entreated  gentlemen  nc^t  to  (hut  their  eyes  and 
cars  to  the  true  fituation  in  which  the  country  was  now  placed.  By 
the  ftatement  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  Militia  of  this 
country  had  betn  eftimated  at  one.  hundred  thoufand  men.  Upon 
invefiigation,  however,  this  number  would  be  found  toi^e  reduced , 
to  thirty  two  thoufand,  of  which  we  were  now  going  to  fend  away 
twelve  thoufand.  But  why  fend  away  this  number  from  the  regu- 
lar Militia  ?  Why  were  they  not  recruited  from  the  Supplcnientary 
Militia  ?  GeT)eral  Tarleton  heje  enumerated  the  number  of  the 
Supplementary  Militia  and  the  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  declared  the 
number  of  efFe6live  men,  cxclufive  of  the  twelve  thoufand  which, 
by  the  prefent  bill,  were  to  be  fent  to  Ireland,  which  were  to  defend 
this  country  from  invafion,  would  not  amount  to  more  than  twenty 
thoufand.  He  then  flightly  glanced  at  the  contagion  which  had 
taken  place  amongft  the  horfes  of  the  Cavalry  in  Ireland.  The 
Volunteer  Cavalry  in  this  country  had  not,  he  faid,  yet  been  fuflS- 
cicntly  difciplined  ;  and  he  related  a  ftory  of  three  officers  who  had 
fallen  off  their  horfes,  and  thus  (hed  their  blood  for  their  country. 
of  the  whole  of  the  force  to  be  muftered  in  this  country  at  this  mo- 
ment, there  were  not  more  tha*i  thirty-feven  thoufand  men  who  had 
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carried  arms  for  more  than  one  yc^r.  He  next  adverted  to  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Ireland,  upon  which  he  fhould  not  occupy  much  time,  as 
that  fubjed  had  been  fo  ably  difcuffed  by  his  honourable   friend 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  on  the  preceding  day.      The  militacy  force  in  Irc- 
larid,  including  the  Yoemanry  and  other  corps,  confifted  of  eighty- 
thoufarid  men,  and  thirty  general  officers  ;  yet  the  peafantry  alode 
are  able  to  make  head  againft  them.      What,  then,   would  be  the 
fmall  addition  of  twelve   thoufand  ?     The  expedition  td  Oftend, 
which  was  a  mere  chimera  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  had 
fwallowed  up  fi^ecn  hundred  men,  .whofe  fervices  would  have  been 
*  miich  more  effed^ual  in  defen<Jing  the  country  at  this  moment  than 
in^ executing  the  chimerical  cnterprize  in  which  they  were  employ^ed. 
If  he  were  to  fee  the  troops  of  Wafliington  or  Dumourier,  or  Buo- 
naparte, in  the  field,  he  fhould  know  whether  an  attack  or  defence 
were  intended  ;  but  from  the  honourable  gentleman's  arguments,  he 
could  not  tell  whether  he  intended  ofFenfive  pr  defenfive  operations; 
he  could  find   nothing  but  quibble.      General  Tarleton  Concluded 
by  conjuring  the  Houfe  to  look  at  the  fituation  of  the  country  five ' 
years  ago,  and  compare  it  with  what  it  was  now,  through  the  mifcon- 
du&   of  His  Majefty^s  Minifters,  who,  if  they   were    to  continue 
irfuch  longer  in  office,   could  not  fail  to  reduce  the  couptry  to  beg- 
gary, difgrace  and  defeat. 

Mf.  Secretary  DUNDAS  thought,  that  whatever  high  opinion 
the  honourable  General  might  have  of  his  own  talents,  he  never- 
'  theleffe*lioped  he  would  excufe  him  for  taking  the  advice  of  thofe 
officers  whom  he  had  an  opportunity  of  confulting  in  preference  to 
the  advice  of  the  honourable  General,  whom  he  never  had  y«t  had 
the  honour  to  confult.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that 
there  was  not  in  this  country  above  thirty- feven  thoufand  men  who 
had  carried  arms  for  more  than  one  year.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman was  wrong  in  his  flatement  ;  upwards  of .  forty  thoufand 
men  had  been  under  arms  for  thefe  three  years  paft.  The  ho- 
nourable General,  in  fpeaking  of  the  Volunteer  Cavalry,  had  told 
a  Itory  about  three  officers  who  had  fallen  from  their  horfcs,  and 
'  thus  (hed  their  blood  for  their  country,  and  had  thought  he  had 
found  a  mares  neji :  but  thefe  corps,  of  whom  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  fpokcn  fo  lightly,  w^erc  zealous  to  come  forward  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country.  The  honourable  General,  when  he  faid 
that,  an  army  of  eighty  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  thirty  general 
officers,  could  not  make  head  againft  the  peafantry  of  Ireland,  fhould 
have  recolledtjd,  that  in  America  the  peafantary  had  made  head, 
againft  a  well-difclplined  army,  and  commanded  by  able  officers- 
let  the  honourable  General  therefore  judge  from  his  experience,  and 
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not  from  his  theoiy.  But  the  honourable  General  had  aiked  why 
the  regulars  had  not  been  recruited  out  of  the  volunteer  corps. 
Why  ?  becaufc  it  would  have  been  againft  the  law,  and  impradi- 
cable.  In  regard  to  the  expedition  to  Oi^end,  upon  which  the  ho- 
nourable General  had  animadverted,  it  fhould  be  recollcfled  that 
this  expedition  was  not  only  undertaken  by  the  advice,  but  by  the 
carneft  entreaty  of  Sir  Charles  Grey.  This  expedition  was  to  cut 
off  the  commuication  by  water  between  the  troops  of  the  enemy, 
and  prevent  their  coUediing  their  force.  The  honourable  General 
has  been  pleafed  to  term  this  a  chimerical  expedition ;  but  here, 
again,  Mr.  Dundas  fai^,  he  was  iheltered  by  military  reiponlibi- 
lity,  as  that  expedition  had  been  planned,  advifed  and  prefled  by 
military  judgement.  He  concluded  by  contradi<9ing  feveral  of  the 
(latements  of  General  Tarleton,  which,  he  faidy  had  been  made 
from  fome  papers  he  held  in  his  hand,  relative  to  the  number  and 
difcipline  of  the  Military  corps. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  conceived  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  addrcffed  his  honourable  friend  in  a  tone  of  voice  not  very  po- 
lite to  him  nor  refpedlful  to  the  Houfe.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  confidcred  tlie  fpeech  of  his  honourable  friend  as  an 
attack  upon  him  ;  but  what  was  it  his  honourable  friend  had  faid  ? 
he  had  faid  that  theirc  were  eighty  thoufand  effedive  men  in  Ire- 
land, and  twelve  thoufand  eiFeflive  men  were  to  be  added  by  this 
bill ;  if  eighty  thoufand  were  not  fufficient  to  contend  with  the  pea- 
fentry  of  Ireland,  the  propofcd  number  of  twelve  thoufand  would 
be  a  very  poor  addition.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
feemed  a  little  hurt  that  the  epithet  chimerical  (hould  have  been  ap- 
plied to  the  expedition  to  Oftend  :  but  let  this  expedition  be  judged 
by  its  confequences,  and  he  did  not  know  what  other  epithet  could 
be  applied.  Was  it  not  chimerical  to  fend  thefe  troops  upon  fuch 
an  expedition  at  a  time  when  their  fervices  were  wanted  at  home  ? 
Was  it  not  chimerical  that  fifteen  hundred  brave  men  (hould  be  at 
this  moment  lying  in  the  prifons  of  the  enemy  i  But,  after  all, 
the  objedt  was  not  accompliflied.  By  a  letter  from  Bruges,  he  was 
informed  that  the  Sluice  of  SI uy kens  was  not  blown  up  by  the  explo- 
lion,  and  the  canal  was  {^ill  navigable.  He  had  heard  much  of  late 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  concerning  the  Provifional  Ca- 
valry ;  but  this  bill  was  brought  forward  and  abandoned  from  time 
to  time.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  fpeak  of  the 
paper  which  his  honourable  friend  held  in  his  hand,  as  fome  paper 
which  did  not  convey  authentic  information.  Did  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  forget  that  this  very  paper  was  laid  on  the  tabic 
by  his  own  order  ? 
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He  would  not  now  go  into  the  particular  topics  that  had  this  day 
been  urged  in  favour  of  the  meafure.     He  would,  however,  take 
this  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  his 
own  confcientc,  and  in  compliance  with  the  duty  which  he  owed  to 
the  People  of  England,  he  muft  make  all  the  ftand  he  could  againft 
a  meafure  which  flew  in  the  face  of  the  Conftitution  ;  for  no  inr 
formation  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  to  guide  its  judgement  on 
the  propriety  of  the  motion,  which  was  attempted   to  be  hurried 
through  the  Houfe  without  any  thitig  like  cool  or  mature  delibera- 
tion, in  the  fame  infulting  and  overbearing  manner  in  which  Minif- 
ters  have  carried  by  acclamation  feveral  other  grave  and  importatit 
points.     Many  gentlemen  had  laft  night  expreffed  their  furprifc  at 
the  iritrodudlion  of  this  unprecedented  meafure  ;  but  if  they  re- 
flc6led  a  little  upon- the  condu6l  of  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs-^whea 
they  confidered  the  meafure  of  making  every  man's  property  fubfer- 
vient  to  their  control — when  they  confidered  the  fufpenfion  of' the  ' 
Habeas-corpus  'A(^  carried  through  in  one  day-^when  within  a 
week  they  faw  an  effort  to  ftifle   the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs — when 
they  confidered  all  thefe  attacks  on  the  Conftitution,  they  would 
ceafe  to  be  furprifed.  •  The  word  dutiful  was  introduced  into  the  bill 
as  charadterifing  the  condudl  of  thofc  corps  who  had  offered  to  ex- 
tend their  fervices  beyond  the  conftitutional  limit;  but  he  would 
think  them  better  entitled  to  it  if  they  had  (hewn  more  refpedl  for 
the  Conftitution,  and  for  the  oath  that  bound  them  down  to  a  parti- 
cular feryice.     He  could  fee  no  better  grounds  for  the  epithets  which 
were  given  by  the  bill  to  the  difturbances  in  Ireland — they  were 
there  ftyled  an  unnatural-asA  w/Vi^rf Rebellion.     But  unlefs  proper 
documents  were  laid  before  the  Houfe  in  proof  of  thefe  aifcrtidns, 
how  could  the  Houfe  be  juftified  in/affenting  to  them,  or  to  the  un- 
conftitutional  meafure,  which  refted  on  no  better  ground  than  thefe 
aflfertions  ?     The  prefent  iH^as  the  firft  intimation  which  he,  as  a 
Member  of  that  Houfe,  had  received  ffcm  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment, concerning  the  Rebellion   in  Ireland.     And  "  how  can  T 
know  (faid  Mr.  Jekyll)  but  that  this  is  a  rejijianc^  which  the  People 
$f  Ireland  have  a  right  to  make  ■■       * 

.  Here  Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  ftood  up,  and  moved  to  pufin 
force  the  ftanding  order  for  clearing  the  Houfe  of  ftrangers  ;  which 
was  done  accordingly,  and  none  were  admitted  during  the  remainder 
oijht  evening. 

The  debate,  continued  for  fome  time  ;  after  which  the  Houfe  dU 
Yided  on  the  queftion  for  the  fecpnd  reading  of  the  bill*— 

Ayes,  43  ;  Noes,  ii.     Majority,  32. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  paft^d. 

V«T     VT  .n   T. 


44»  PARLIAMENTARY  iLoii>i. 

.    Anothor  bill  of  an  important  nature  was  then  brought  in ;  but, 
on  the  queftion  for  reading  it  a  firft  time, 

General  TARLETON  obferv^,  that  it  would  be  highly  inde- 
corous to  proceed  to  die  difeuflton  of  ai)y  bufinefs  of  iropoFtance  in 
fo  very  thin  an  attendance  ;  and  therefore  bethought  it  his  duty  to 
move,  that' the  Houfe  be  counted ;  when  it  appearing  that  there  were 
not  forty  Members  piefent,  an  adjournment  bf  courfe  took  place. 
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Thuffday,  yum  21. 

They  Royal  aflfent  was  giv^n,  by  commiffion,  to  feversil  bills ; 
and,  among  others,  the  bill  for  allovmng  twelve  thoufand  of  the 
Militia  to  go  to  Ireland. 

The  following  PROTEST  was  entered  upon  the  Journals  of  the 
Houfe,  by  the  Duke  ijf  Norfolk,  againft  the  bill,  intituled, 
**  An  A€t  empowering  His  Majcfiy,  for  a  time,  and  to  an  ex- 
^'  tent -to  be  limited,  to  accept  the  fervices  of  fuch  parts  of  his 
^*  Militia  forces  in  this  kingdom  as  may  voluntarily  offer  them- 
<<  felves  to  be  employed  in  Ireland,"  pafling  into  a  law. 

"  DISSENTljENT, 

*<  I  ft,  Becaufe  the  Militia  being  the  only  permanent  armed 
force  that  can  be  lawfully  maintained,  and  by  its  inftitution  in- 
tended folely  for  the  defence  <sf  this  kingdom,  an  offer  to  carry  it 
out  of  the  kingdom  could  not'  be  made  coniiftent  with  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Conflitution,  and  ought  not  to  receive  the  fanSion  of 
Parliament. 

*^  2^,  Becaufe  no  communication  relating  to  Ireland  having 
been  made  to  this  Houfe,  or  the  advice  of  Parliament  taken  on  the 
Date  of  that  kingdom,  it  can  have  no  means  of  judging  of  the  pro- 
priety of  any  meafures  to  be  taken  :  and  the  only  fourceof  informa- 
tion being  private  accounts  and  unauthenticated  publications,  which 
afTert  that  fcourges  and  tortures  have  in  numerous  inftances  been  in- 
fli<^d  to  extort  confeffions  and  accufations,  which  illegal  ads  (being 
generally  belieitod,  and  not  having  been  contradided  by  Lords  in  His 
Majefty's  Councils  when  called  upon  to  do  it)  might  greatly  tend  to 
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excite  thofe  inlurreftions  which  the  application  of  this  force  is  in- 
tended to  fupprefs. 

*^  3d,  Becaufe  this  bill  has  been  pafled  with  a  ha(le  and  pre* 
cipitancy  incompatible  with  the  cool  deliberation  requifite  for  a 
natter  of  flich  importance,  and  contraiy  to  the  wife  regulations  and 
orders  of  this  Houfe. 

"  NORFOLK,  E.  M." 


And  alfo  another  Protest  againft  the  fame  bill  by  the  Duke 
of  Leeds. 

"    DISSENTIENT, 

'*  Becaufe,  convinced  that  the  very  exiftcnce  of  the  Militia^  as  a 
opnftitutional  force,  depends  upon  ftrif^ly  adhering  to  that  great' and 
fundamental  principle  on  which  it  was  originally  cftabliflied,  namely, 
the  infernal  defence  of  the  kingdom. 

''  B^caufe,  any  departure  (under  whatever  circumAances)  from 
conditions  hitherto  considered  as  facred,  and  on  which  every  engage- 
ment refpefting  the  Militia  fervice  has  hitherto  proceeded,  muft 
create  diftruft  with  regard  to  its  future  deftination,  and  hereafter 
render  it  extremely  difficult  to  find  perfons  of  property  and  indepen- 
dence difpofed  to  fcrve  as  officers. 

''  Bccaufe,  however  laudable  the  offers  lately  made  by  certain 
Militia  corps  to  ferve  in  Ireland  undoubtedly  are,  it  does  not  appear 
that  thofe  offers  can  be  accepted  without  manifeiUy  f iiking  great  and 
ferious  inconvenience  to  this  country  ;  and,  highly  important  as  it 
is  to  crufh,  as  foon  as  poflible,  the  Rebellion  now  unhappily  raging 
in  the  (ider  kingdom,  the  propofed  meafure  flill  appears  highly  ex- 
ceptionable ;  nor  can  it  be  too  much  lamented  if,  from  an  unfortu- 
nate diftribution  of  the  forces  of  the  empire  at  large,  tranquiUity 
cannot  be  reftored  to  Ireland  but  at  the  expence  of  the  Conftitution 
of  Great  Britain* 


**  LEEDS." 
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HOUSE  6F  COMiMONS. 

Thurfdayy  June  21. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  a  bill  for  the  iffuing  of  three  mil-- 
lions  of  Exchequer  bills  had  been  brought  up  yeflcrday,  in  order  to 
be  read  a  (irft  time  ;  but  there  not  having  been  a  fu$cient  number 
of  Membors  prefent ,  to  conftit^te  a  Houfe,  an  adjournment  took 
place ;  he  then  propofed  that  the  bill  be  brought  up,  which  was 
done,  read  a  iirft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  ttmo 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  JEKY LL  rofe  to  do  away  a  mifrcprefentation  which  he  had 
made  yederday  in  a  part  of  his  fpeech,  wherein  he  had  been  de- 
fending  the  aflertion   of  an  honourable  friend  of    his  (General. 
Tarleton)  that  the  late  expedition  to  Oftend  was  a  ufelefs  and  chi- 
merical one.     He  (Mr.  Jekyll)  had  then  (lated,  on  the  agthority  of. 
,perfons  whom  he  had  fuppofed  were  competent  judges,  that  this  ex* 
pcdition  was  not  attended  with  any  fuccefs,  and  that  no  damage  had . 
been  done  to  the  enemy's  fluiccs  which  could  not  have  been  foon  re- 
paired.    This  morning,   however,  he  had  been  waited  upon  by 
Captain  Popham,  who  had  confulted  with  a  Captain  Winter;  apd^ 
he  dated  to  him,  that  from  what  he  had  feen  himfelf,  the  works  of, 
all  the  iluices  had  been  completely  demolished  ;  that  the  navigation 
of  the  canal  was  pOt  an  end  to,  except  at  the  time  of  the  influx  of 
the  tide ;  that  the  mafon  work  was  deAroyed  ;  and  that  the  whole  of 
the  damages  could   not  be  repaired  in  Icfs  than  twelve  months. 
Thefc  circumftances  he  thought  it  neccffary  to  mention   to  ths 
Houfe,  in  order  to  correct  the  misflatement  which  he  had  made  ;. 
and  he  did  fo,  not  only  with  a  View  of  removing  any.  impreflion 
that  gentlemen  might  have  received  as  to  his  having  had  improper 
motives  in  dating  what  he  did  yefterday,  but  for  the  fake  of  thofe. 
brave  and  gallant  officers  who  were  now  prifoners  in  France, .  an4« 
particularly  their  didinguifhed  Commander  in  Chief,*  who  was  now 
languiihing  under  his  wounds— convinced  as  he  was  that  they  had 
done  as  much  as  could  pofllbly  have  been  performed  by  men  in  their 
Situation. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  cxprefTed  his  approbation  of  the  ho- 
nourable and  candid  behaviour  of  the  learned  gentleman  on  thi$ 
occafion,  and  was  certain  that  no  gentleman  would  ever  have  im- 
puted any  improper  motives  to  him  in  the  flateniant  he  had  madd 
•^fterday. 
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'  General  TARLETON  brought  forward  the  two  following  mo- 
tions;  which  were  aflented  to  unanimouflf : 

."  That  a  return  of  the  King's  troops  employed  on  the  late  ex- 
pedition in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oftend  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

"  That  a  return  of  the  officers  and  men,  diftinguifhipg  their  re- 
giments and  corps,  who  returned  from  the  expedition,  be  laid  before 
the  Houfc." 

General  Tarleton  faid,  he  was  under  the  neceffity,  in  compliance 
"with  the  forms  of  the  Houfe,  tb  bring  forward  thefe  motions,  in  order 
to  enable  himfelf  to  comment  upon  a  ftatcment  of  ycfterday,  as  well 
as  on  the  late  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Offend,  He  cehfured 
His  Majefty's  Miniilers  with  confiderable  feverity  for  their  military 
arrangements,  which  produced  nothing  but  misfortune  and  diC- 
grace  to  the  country.  He  imputed  no  blame,  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion,  to  the  gallant  officers  or  brave  men  employed  on  the  expe- 
dition ;  and  he  neither  retrad^ed'  nor  explained  away  the  epithet 
chimerical  which  he  had  ufed  in  the  Houfe  on  Wedhefday  laft. 

Mr.  W.  BOOTLE  moved,  that  the  ftanding  order  be  enforced 
relative  to  the  exclufion  of  ftrangers.  ' 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  was  very  extraordinary  that  fuch  a 
meafure  as  this  (hould  be  reforted  to^:  he  knew  that  any  Member 
of  that  Houfe  had  a  right  to  enforce  th^  flanding  orders  of  the 
Houfe ;  but  he  wiftied  the  Houfe  to  refleA  a  little  on  the  poffible  effed 
of  it -^ for  any  other  Member  had  a  right  to  enforce  any  other  (land- 
ing order,  which  wt>uld  obftruft  the  bufinefs  of  the  Houfe  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  render  impradHcable  many  of  its  prefent  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding. Perhaps  fome  gentlemen  were  not  aware  of  the  extent  of 
the  ftanding  order  for  the  exclufion  of  ftrangers  :  for  it  direflcd,  not 
only  that  no  ftrangers  (hould  prefupie  to  (fey  in  the  gallery,  but  that, 
if  there  were  any  found  there,  in  the  lobby,  or  in  any  of  the  iivenues 
leading  to  the  Houfe,  fuch  ftrangers  (hould  be  immediately  taken 
into  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms— [Here  he  read  the  whole 
of  the  order,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  Ordered, 
,<*  That  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this. Houfe  do,  from  time 
to  time,  take  into  his  cuftody  any  ftrangcr  or  ftrangers  that  he  (hall 
fee,  or  be  informed, of  to  be,  in  the  Houfe  or  Gallerj%  while  the 
Houfe,  or  any  Committee  of  the  whole.  Houfe,  is  fitting  ;  and  that 
no  perfon  fo  taken  into  cuftody,  be  difcharged  out  of  cuftody  without 
|he  fpecial  order  of  the  Houfe.** 


♦0.    ,  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoMiifOHs. 

The  appearance  of  Grangers  in  the  galkry  was,  he  faid,  the  fbun« 
dation  for  moving  to  enforce  the  (landing  order.  Whenthat  Houfe 
enforced  the  order,  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  was  bound  to  tiaike  everjr 
man  who  appeared  in  the  galleiy,  and  in  the  avenues  leading  to  the 
Houfe,  into  cuftody.;  which  would  certainly  be  a  laborious  duty  at 
the  prefent  moment,  fince  the  gallery  was  full  of  Grangers.  This 
he  ftated,  to  (hew  the  pradical  inconvenience  of  enforcing  theftand* 
ing  order ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  Chair,  whether, he  was  not  cot" 
redt  ih  his  ftatement  as  to  the  extent  of  this  order. 
.  Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  undoubtedly  th^  ftanding  order  was 
Aich  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  it ;  and  it  was  competent 
to  any  honourable  Member  at  any  time  to  move  it ;  and  die  Houfe  di« 
reeling  die  order  to  be  enforced,  would  prefume  nothing' but  that  the 
Serjeant  at  Arms  (hould  execute  the  order  in  conformity  to  the  com- 
mands of  the  Houfe  ;  but  although  the  order  might  be  executed  to 
its  fuU  extent,  yet  he  apprehended  it  was  competent  to  the  Houfe  to 
enforce  its  own  orders  either  in  all  or  in  part ;  the  Houfe  woold 
therefore  determine,  whether  it  would  enforce  the  whole  of  the 
flanding  order,  or  be  fatisficd  with  enforcing  that  part  of  it  which 
was  ufual  upon  this  motion — which  was,  merely,  to  caufe  ftrangers 
to  withdraw. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  did  really  appear  to  him  an  alarming 
thing  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  thefe  to  prevent  the  Public  from  bcihg  ac- 
quainted with  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe.  He  really  thoi^ht 
that  the  practice  of  making  public  the  fubftance  of  the  fpeecbes  of 
Members  of  Parliament  was  a  very  ufeful  and  a  very  laudable  prac- 
tice ;  he  thought  the  Public  hiad  a  right  to  expeft  that  indulgence ; 
^e  knew  of  no  harm  it  could  poffibly  produce — ^much  advantage 
^ad  refulted  from  it  already,  and  the  praflice  had  continued  now  for 
many  years  without  any  interruption — [Here  there  was  a  cry  of' 
f*  Nt !  no!"]— He  faid,  he  knew  there  were  fome  exceptions  to 
it,  but  they  were  very  few,  and  he  thought  it  would  have  been, 
better  if  there  were  not  any.  The  praflicc  of  the  Houfe  upon  fuch 
pccafions^  as  flated  from  the  Chair,  and  ftated  very  accurately,  ih 
enforcing  only  a  part  of  the  order,  namely,  that  of  merely  turning 
ftrangers  out,  was  clearly,  not  only  againft  the  letter,  but  alfo  againfl: 
the  fpirit  of  the  order  :  the  order  certainly  was,  that  ftrangers  being 
found  in  the  gallery  during  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe,  (hould 
be  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms^  It  was  now 
late  in  the  feftion,  and  the  inconvervence  of  excluding  ftrangers 
would  not  be  fo  conftderable  as  if  at  the  commencement  of  a 
feftion  :  he  wiftied  very  much,  however,  that  thefe  meafures  were 

>:  brought  forward  ^  but  fince  they  had  been  infifted  uppn^  he 
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maintained  either  that  the  whole  of  the  order  mufi  be  enforced ;  in 
which  cafe  every  ftrangcr  muft  be  taken  into  cufiodyi  or  that  the 
order  muft  be  waved  altogether. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  he  (bould  proceed  in  this  cafe  as  he  had 
always  proceeded,  and  as  his  predeceflbrs  had  proceeded  in  fimilar 
cafesy  which  was,  to  order  ftrangers  to  withdraw.  It  was  certainly 
competent  to  the  Ji^fe  to  proceed  to  the  full  extent  of  the  order ; 
but  he  apprehended  it  was  alfo  competent  for  the  Hdufe  to  proceed 
in  part  only  upon  the  order.  However,  the  whole  of  the  order  muft 
be  enforced  if  the  Houfe  (hould  be  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  done 
•»^[Here  there  was  a  cry  of  "  No !  no !"  and  **  Withdraw  !  with- 
draw !"] 

Honourable  GEORGE  WALPOLE,  with  uncommon  warmth, 
reprobated  the  motion  for  enforcing  any  part  of  the  ftanding  order. 
He  contended  that  the  People  had  a  conftitutional  right  to  be  in* 
formed  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe  ;  but  it 
appearing  that  the  honourable  Member  who  had  made  the  original 
motion  remained  inflexible,  he  ihould  vote  for  the  whole  of  the 
order  being  enforced. 

At  this  period  the  cry  of  "  Withdraw !  withdraw !"  became 
more  loud  ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  appeared  in 
the  gallery,  which  was  immediately  cleared. 

Lord  GEORGE  CAVENDISH  then  rofe,  and,  after  a  (hort 
atid  eianphatic  fpeech,  introduced  the  following  feries  of  refolutions, 
as  a  proper  fyftem  to  be  adopted  by  the. Houfe  for  the  falvation  of 
^Ireland:  .         ' 

.  I.  "  Refolved,  That,  whene^^er  this  Houfe  is  called  upon  to 
vote  fupplies  of  men  or  money,  to  be  provided  by  levies  and  taxes 
on  our  conftituents,  it  is  our  right  and  duty  to  watch  over  and  con- 
trol the  purpofes  to  which  they  are  to  be  applied. 

2.  **  kefolved.  That  this  Houfe  is  ready  to  make  ev<fry  exer- 
tion in  its  power,  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  reprefs  and  fubdue  all 
Infurre(ftions  and  Rebellion  againft  his  lawful  authority — trufting 
that  His  Majcfty  will  temper  afls  of  neceflary  fevcrity  with  mercy, 
and  never  lofe  fight  of  that  equitable  and  protecting  policy  which, 
by  the  reprefs  of  all  real  grievances,  may  fecure  to  him  the  loyalty, 
confidence,  and  afFedioh  of  his  People. 

3.  "  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  al« 
though  at  all  times  we  (hail  be  ready,  by  all  juft  means,  to  main- 
tain the  unity  of  the  Briti(h  empire,  and  our  connexion  with  Ireland 
as  an  integral  part  of  that  empire ;  yet  we  never  can  believe  that  it 
is  His  Majefty's  wi(h  to  fupport  or  countenance  the  principle  of 
permanendf  governing  that  country  as  a  conqtiered  and  hoftile 
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country — a-  principle  no  Icfs  contraiy  to  the  fundamental  maxims 
of  univerfal  judice^  than  to  the .  mutual  interefts  of  the  two 
kingdoms* 

4.  **  Rcfolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  it  Is  the  duty 
of  His  M^cfty's  Minifter&  to  advife  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  repeat  the  recommendation  he  made  through 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  the  Legiflaflkre  of  th^t  kingdom 
i^  ^  793>  *'  fcrioufly  to  coniidcr  the  fituation  of  the  Irifti  Catholics^ 
••  and  to  confider  it  with  liberality,  for  the  purpofe  of  ftrcngthen- 
•*  ing  and  cementing  a  general  union  of  (entiment  among  all  the 
"  clafles  and  defcriptions  of  His  Majcfty's  fubjedsin  fupport  of 
*'  the  eftabliihed  Conftitution*" 

5.  *'  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  fuch 
peribns  as  have  uniformly,  and  on  all  occafions,  exprefled  their  dif- 
approbation.of  kneafurcs  of  conceflion  and  conciliation,  and  under 
whofe  adminiftration  His  Majefty's  kingdom  of  Ireland  has  been 
reduced  to  a  (ituation  fo  imminently  dangerous  to  the  general  in- 
terefts, happinefs,  and  power  of  the  whole  empire,  cannot  be  effec- 
tual channels  of  His  Majefty's  royal  grace  and  beneficent  intentions 
towardsv  their  fellow  fubjefls." 

The  noble  Lord  concluded  with  moving  the  firft  refolution, 
which  was  fecondcd  by  Lord  John  Ruffell. . 

The  fpeakers  wei'e,  honourable  St.  A,  St.  John,  Dr.  Laurence, 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey,  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  favour  of  the  refolu- 
tions;  and  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  H.Addington,  Mr.  W.  Grant, 
Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  fpokeagainft  them. 

The  Hojufe  dividtd  £  For  the  refolutions,  66;  Againft  thcm^ 
21^.     Majority,   156.         . 

The  other  motions  ojf  Lord  George  Cavendifti  were  then  fcve- 
rally  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  FQX  then  moved  the  following  propo(ition>  which  he  had 
announced  iti  his  Cpeech  : 

*'  Refolved,  That, this  Houfe,  underftanding  it  to  be  a  matter 
of  public  .notoriety  that  the  fyftem  of  coercion  has  be^n  enforced  in 
Ireland  with  a  rigour  (hocking  to  humanity,  and  particularly  that 
Icourges  and  other  tortures  Jiavc  been  employed  for  the  purpofe  of 
extorting  confeflions — a  praQice  juftly  held  in  abhorrence  in  every 
civilized  part  of  the  world — is  of  opinion,  that  an  f  mmediatc  ftop 
ihould  be  put  to  pradices  fo  difgraceful  to  the  Brififh  namCvi  and 
that  our  beft  hopes  of  reftoring  pcrmaneht  tranquillity  to  Ireland 
muft  ari%  from  a  change  of  fyftem,  as  far  asdepends  on  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government,  together  with  a  removal  from  their  ftatioijis  of 

fe  pcrfons  by  whofe  advice  thofe  atrocities  have  been  perpetravcd. 
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and  with  regard  to  whom  the  afHiflcd  people  of  Irclancf  can  feci  no 
fentiments  but  thofc  of  refentment  and  terror."   , 

The  motion  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Sheridan  and  the  honoura* 
ble  Mr.  Walpole ;  and  oppofed  by  Mr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Wilberforcc, 
Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  arid  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas. 

The  Houfc  then  divided :  For  the  motion,  62 ;  Againft  it,  204. 
Majority,' 1 42. 

Adjourned  at  half  pad  Four  o'clock: 


I4JI  &fthe  MINORITT  on  Lord  George  Cavendijh^s  motion  refpeHing 

,  the  Infurrelfion  in  Ireland. 


Aubrey,  ^Sir  J. 
Barclay,  G. 
£aring,  Sir  F. 
fieauclcrk,  C.  G. 
Biddulph,  R. 
Bird,  W.  W. 
Bouverie,  Hon.  E.' 
Brogden,  J. 
Burch,  J.  R. 
Burdett,  Sir  F. 
Byng,  G. 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Coke,  E. 
Coihoun,  W.  . 
Combe,  Alderman 
Courtenay,  }•    . 
Damer,  Hoi^.  L. 
Denifon,  W.  J, 
Fitxpatrick,  General 
Fletcher,  Sir  H. 
Fox,  Hon.  C.  J. 
Greene,  J. 
Grey,   C, 
Hare,  J. 
Hawkins,  SirC. 
Hobhoufe,  B. 
Howard,  H. 
Huifcy,   W. 
Jeffcrys,  N. 


•  • 


Jekyll,  J; 
Jervoife,   J.  C. 
Jones,  Thomas 
King,  Sir  J.  DafliwoocI 
Laurence,  Dr.     ^ 
Lemon,  J. 
Lemon,  Sir  W. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
.Milford,  Lord 
Milncr,  Sir  W. 
Nicholls,   J, 
North,  Dudley 
Northey,  W.     ' 
Peirfc,  H. 
Plumer,  .W. 
Porter,  G. 
Pultcney,  Sir  W. 
Rawdon,  Hon«  G. 
Richardfon,  J. 
Robfon,  T.  B. 
Ruffcll,  Lord  W. 
Sheridan,  R.  B.  ^ 
Spencer,  l<ord  R*. 
St.  John,  l^Qxu  St.  A. 
Tarleton,  General 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Taylor,  W. 
Tliompfon,  T* 
Tierncy,  G. 


At 
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Towhflicnd,  Lord.  J, 
Tufton,  Hon.  H. 
Tufton,  Hon.  J. 
Vyner,  R. 

Cavendifli,  Lord  G.  1  r^  ,, 
Ruffdl,  Lord  J.        J  ^       '''• 


Walpolc,  Hon.  G. 
Walwyn,  J. 
Weftern,  C.  C. 
Whitbrcad,  S. 


Saturday i  June  23. 

In  the  Comniittec  on  the  Provifional  Cavalry  amended  Bill, 
Mr.  ROSE  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  brought  up  feveral  new  claufes  allow- 
ing any  fubdivifion  of  a  county,  that  (hall  volunteer  a  body  of  Yeo- 
manry Cavalry  of  at  leaft  three-fourths  of  the  nunjber  liable  to  fcrvc 
36  Provifional  Cavalry,  fo  as  to  put  themfclves  under  the  orders  of 
the  General  commanding  the  diftridi,  fuch  fubdivifion  (hall  not  be 
liable  to  furnith  any  man  or  horfes  for  the  Provifional  Cavalry. 
This  produced  a  converfation,  in  which  Lord  Sheffield,  Mr.  Wig- 
Ifcy,  and  Mr.  Dickens,  took  part ;  and  at  the  conclufion. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who 
had  introduced  this  bill,  deferved  the  thanks  of  -the  country  for  his 
attention  to  it,  and  to  all  matters  of  the  fame  nature,  and  particu- 
larly for  his  liberal  invitatibn  and  candid  reception  of  information 
from  thofe,  whofe  experience  enabled  them  to  give  affiftance  :  that 
he  had  wifhed  the  original  Provifional  Cavalry  Ad  had  never  ex- 
ified :  that  he  thought  the  prefent  bill  would  render  it  lefs  burden- 
fome  :  he  faid,  the  greateft  defects  of  the  feveral   a6ls  which  had 
pa  fifed  for  the  defence  of  the  country  arofe  from  the  Legiflature  not 
having  fufficiently  defined  what  it   meant  to  have.     The  confe- 
quence  of  which  was,  that  no  two  counties  a6led  on  the  fame  princi- 
ple: in  fome  parts,  nothing  was  done,  which,  perhaps,  was  the  bcft: 
but  in  general,  as  far  as  the  meafure  had  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion, it  was  at  a  profufe  expencc,  and,  as  he 'conceived,  much  be- 
yond the  intention  of  the  Legiflature ;  and  at  the  fame  time  it  had 
been  perfedly  ufelefs  :  he  added,   too   much  had  been   left  to  the 
jdifcrerion  of  the  Lords  Lieutenants,  who,  we  all  knew,  were  ap- 
pointed, not  on    account  of  Iheir  military  or  other  abilities,  but 
on  account  of  rheir  rank  in  the  Peerage  :   that  too  much  opportunity 
was  given  men  of  indulging  their  county  politics,  caprice  and  refent- 
ment,  to  the  great   prejudice  of  the  fervice :  one  infiance  in  parti- 
cular was  uppermoft  in  his  mind,  which  he  Aould  mention,   if  by 
any  means  he  could  bring  on  a  proper  inquiry,  and  it  was  fo  extra- 
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vagant  and  unjudifiable,  that  he  was  fure  the  Houfe  would  agree 
with  him  in  thc'neceflity  of  checking  fuch  mifchievous  abufc  of 
power,  and  that  it  was  his  intention  to  introduce  in  the  prefent  bill, 
if  poffible,  fome  claufe  for  that  purpofe :  but  he  found  that  it  could 
not  now  be  done ;  he  ihould  therefore  delay  it  till  a  more  proper 
opportunity.  He  wiflied  not  to  be  underftood  to  objedt  to  the  dif- 
cretion  exercifed  lately  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Surry,  or  now  to 
give  any  opinion  on  that  fubjecft :  that  difcretion,  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  muft  refide  fomewhere,  and  he  did  not  know  where  elfe  it 
could  be  placed  :  neither  did  he  mean  to  allude  to  the  Lord  Lieu-- 
tenant  of  the  county  where  he  refided  (the  Duke  of  Richmond),  who 
certainly  was  as  capable  of  his  (ituation  as  any  man  in  the  king- 
dom, but  he  thought  it  full  time  to  define,  as  far  as  it  could  be 
without  detriment  to  the  fervice,  the  duty  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant : 
that  'there  certainly  was  no  neceflity  to  fuffer  them  to  have  powers 
which  His  Majcfty  himfelf  never  thought  proper  to  exert,  which,  if 
permitted,  the  militia  certainly  would  not  be  a  fervice  fit  for  a 
gentleman.  ^ 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  that  as  he  hv^  an  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Control  for 
the  affairs  of  India,  he  now  gave  notice  that  he  ihould  in  another, 
feflion  of  Parliament,  when  the  .fubjeft  can  be  beft  difcuffed, 
move  for  the  produ^ion  of  certain  papers  refpedling  a  tranfadtion 
which,  from  the  public  prints,  he  faw  had  taken  place  in  India,  re- 
fpediing  the  Nabob  of  Oude.  He  fliould  be  unwilling  to  fay  any 
thing  againft  the  Governor  General,  efpecially  in  his  abfence  ;  but, 
having  fome  knowledge  of  India  affairs,  from  a  fituation  which  he  * 
once  filled,  unworthily,  he  (hould  think  it  neceffary  to  bring  the ' 
matter  he  alluded  to  before  the  Houfe — that  was,  the  depofition  of 
one  of  our  chief  allies.  He  h^ed  that  fuch  documents  would  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe  as  would  enable  it  to  form  a  juft  oginion  upon 
that  event.  What  had  been  done  might  be  very  right  orX^ery 
wrong :  he  faid  nothing  on  either  fide  upon  that  fubjed ;  and  he 
begged  it  to  be  underftocxj,  that  he  threw  no  afperfions  on  the  Go- 
vernor General,  he  only  mentioned  this  by  way  of  notice  of  what  he 
intended  to  do  in  the  next  feflTion. 

Honourable  GEORGE  WALPOLE  faid,  he  hoped  the  mo- 
tion,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  would  not  be  confidered  as  having 
fo  inflammatory  a  tendency  as  to  require  the  gallery  to  be  cleared 
of  ftrangers.  He  then  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
an  account  of  fuch  funjs  of  money  as  have  been  granted  by  the  Af- 
fembly  of  Jamaica  for  fettling  the'  Trelawny  Maroons,  and  alfo  the 
diiburfements  of  the  fame.     He  faid  he  did  not  mean  tiow  to  give 
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nociceof  the  fpecific  motbn  he  (bould  make  upon  this  fd»jeA  ;  he 
(hould  hold  himfcif  at  liberty  to  bring  forward  a  nintioh  upon  thst 
fubje6l  upon  whatever  ground,  or  In  whatever  (hapc>  he  (hould  thtnk 
necdlary,  without  farther  notice*  He  took  this  courfe»  becatifc  he 
was  mifunderilood  upon  his  notiee  on  this  fufajcd  }a|ft  year^ 

•  Monday f  June  t5- 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  heading  of  the  .Scots  Diftillery  Bill, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe  to  ftate  his  6bjcaionf .  He  fa  id  it  had 
excited  great  diffatisfadlion  in  Scotland,  where  \t  was  confidered  a 
dired  violation  of  the  Articles  of  Union,  which  was  a  compadt  not 
to  be  violated.  It  was  alfo  9  breach  of  faith  with  the  diftillers  ;  % 
fevere  hardfhip  on  thofe  who  grew  unmalted  corn,  and  the  applica- 
tion of  th'e  duty  to  the  Oock  on  hand  he  held  particularly  to  be  ^ 
very  great  grievance.  The  impropriety  of  the  meafurcv  was  farther 
evinced  by  the  number  of  petitions  againA  it,  and  therefore  he 
thought  that  under  fuch  an  impreffion  it  ought  to  (land  over  until 
the  honourable  gentlemani  who  introduced  it  (Mr.  S.  Douglas)  and. 
his  friends  might  be  able  to  bring  it  forward  free  from  fuch  circum* 
ftances  of  general  diflfatisfafiion.  Mr.^  Sheridan  concluded  with 
moving,  that  the  third  reading  (hould  be  poflponed  until  next 
fefTion. 

Mr.  SYLVESTER  DOUGLAS  faid,  the  moft  attentive  confi- 
, deration  for  three  months  paft,  and  converfation  with  the  agents  of 
the  pcrfons  interefled,  within  ten  minutes  before  he  entered  the 
Houfe,  had  convinced  him  of  the  propriety  of  the  meafurc,  and  that 
it  would  be  received  with  general  fatisfad^oq.  The  poftponcment 
propofed  would  be  attended  with  the  lofs  to  the  revenue  of  two  or 
three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  which  would  be  left  floating  during 
the  interva] ;  and  befides,  the  duration  of  the  bill  was  only  to  con- 
tinue until  April  ncitt,  and  it  would  be  competent  for  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  to  move  next  fcffion  fgr  an  abridgement  of  that 
period,  if  the  inconveniences  Rated  fhould  be  found  to  exift.  It 
^id  not  apply  to  the  flock  on  hand,  but  it  w^  neceflfary  for  ^e  fe- 
curity  of  the  revenue^  that  the  flock  fhould  be  taken,  and  ^zs  a 
meafure  that  would  tend  to  the  improvement  of  the  morals  and  in- 
duflry  of  the  people.  Neither  did  the  obje£tions  made  to  the  prin- 
ciple^  carry  any  weight,  for  inftead  of  infringing  the  articles  of 
Union,  it  was  ftrid^ly  conformable  tp  their  fpirit. 

Mn  SHERIDAN  faid,  from  a  veff*  late  converfation  he  had 
with  the  agents,  fome  of  whom  were  about  the  Houfe,  he  fhould 
feppofe  the  honourable  gdAtleman  muft  have  mifunderfiood  them. 
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He  tH^rtfore  pvopoTed  th^  flv>uld  be  called;  in,  and  if  tiKey  con* 
fented  on  behalf  of  their  principfly,  he  would  certninly  withdraw  hit 
oppofitionr  The  fiock  in  hand,  he  aiTerted,  had  been  already  taken 
pofleflTioaof)  in  the  full  confidence,  that  the  Houfe  would  p^s  this 
biU>  a  confidence  which  (bould  never  be  entertained,  ind  the  refuU 
of  which  he  reprobated  as  a  foul  and  unconOitution^l  proceeding. 

Mr.  SYLVESTER  DOUGLAS  replied,  that  fiis  convcrfation 
was  only  with  one  of  the  agents,  and  that  the  delay  could  be  produc- 
tive of  no  goodi 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion :  Ayes^  4  ^ 
JNocs,  40.     Majority,  36.        •» 

Mr.  Long  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tax- 
cart  Bill.  Upon,  the  claufe  being  read  for  empowering  the  Cuminif- 
fionors  to  afcertain  in  what  cafes  Tax  Carts  (hould  be  rated  to  the 
(ame  duties  chargsd  on  chaiies, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  if  he  had  been  in  the  Houfe  at  the 
proper  ftage  of  the  bill,  he  would  certainly,  have  oppofed  the  princi- 
ple of  vefting  fuch  a  difcretionary  power  in  the  C(>mmi0ioners,  a 
principle  which  he  conceived  to  be  a  very  bad  one  in  the  fyftem  of 
taxation.  This  power  of  the  Commiffioncrs  to  afcertain  who  were 
and  who  were  not  in  circumftances  to  have  their  carts  confuiered 
with  refpe£t  to  the  tax  as  carts  or  chaifes,  if  followed  up  to  its  full 
extent,  would  involve  a  man  |n  the  grcateft  dittcuUics.  A  com- 
miflioner  might  as  well  fay  to  a  man  who  drank  ale,  **  Sir,  you  arc 
a  ihabby  fellow ;  you  can  afford  to  drink  wine,  and,  therefore,  you 
(hall  pay  for  your  ale  as  if  it  were  wine ;  or  to  a  man  who  kept  a 
dozen  fervants,  and  chofe  to  drive  about  in  a  little  one  horle  chaife, 
"  Sir,  you  can  af!brd  to  keep  a  coach  and  fix,  and  therefore  your 
chaife  {hall  be  taxed  as  fuch  ;"  and  thus  this  principle  of  tranfub- 
ftantiation  might  be  enforced  through  all  the  articles  of  luxury  and 
confumption,  in  conformity  with  Lord  Peter's  dodrine  in  the  Tale 
of  a  Tub— who  fays,  "  Here,  take  this  cruft  of  bread,  it  is  an  ex- 
cellent leg  of  mutton,  and  vou  muft  eat  it  as  fuch  1" 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  approved  of  what  had  fillen 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down,  refpe<^ing 
the  principle  of  the  meafure,  which,  he  faid,  approached  very  nearly 
to  that  formerly  adopted  by  the  Farmers- general  in  France,  who 
compelled  the  people  to  take  a  certain  quantity  of  fait,  and  pay  for 
it,  whether  they  ufed  it  or  not,  , 

Mr.  ROSE  thought  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  mifun^rftood. 
It  was  not  a  bill  impofing  new  duties,  but  a  bill  for  relief.  By  ju- 
dicial decifions,  all  perfons  ufing  tax- carts  were  held  li  ble  to  the  tax, 
and  the  prefent  meafure  was  intended  to  withdraw  certain'  defcrip- 
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tions  of  people  from  its  operation^  who  would  confequently  be  left 
^o  fuffer,  (hould  the  oppofition  prove  fuccefsful. 

Sir  CHARLES' BUNBURY,   Mr.  WESTERN,   and  Mr. 
DICKINSON,  fpoke  each  a  few  words  ;  and  on  t))e  motioni  that 
the  claufe^  (hould  ftand  part  of  the  bill,  the  Houfe  divided :  Ayes, 
30';  Noes,  9.     Majority  for  the  claufe,  2i, 
*    Several  other  claufes  being  put  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  CHARLES  BUNBURY  brought  up  a  claufe  for  the  relief 
of  t>erfons,  who  would  be  exempted  in  future,  but  who  had  already 
been  furcharged  by  the  Commtflioners. 

Mr.  ROSE  urged  two  grounds  of  objeSion,  the  uncertainty  in 
which  it  would  involve  the  Commiflioners  in  afcertaining  thofc  per- 
fons,  and  the  impropriety  of  refunding  money  paid  tp  the  revenue, 
according  to  the  true  interpretation  of  the  law  as  it  hitherto  flood. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  Sir  Charles  Bunbury's  claufe,  when 
there  appeared :  Ayes,  23  ;  Noes,  10. 

Which  numbers,- with  the  tellers,  not  conftituting  a  Houfe,  an 
adjournment  of  oourfe  took  plaqe, 
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REPORT  refpeding  the  SCOTCH  DIS- 

TILLERY  DUTIES. 
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Lun^p   11*  die  yuni If  1798. 

THE  COMMITTEE,  who  were  appointed  to  examine 
the  matters  contained  in  the  feveral  papers,  which  were 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  twenty-firft  day  of  Fe- 
bruary laft,  relative  to  the  Diftillery  in  the  different 
parts  of  Scotland,  and  \o  report  the  fame,  together  with 
their  obfervations  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe ;  and  who 
were  inftruded  to  inquire  into  the  beft  mode^of  levying 
and  colleding  the  duties  Upon  the  diftillation  of  Corn 
Spirits  in  Scotland ; 


H 


AVE  proceeded  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty  with  the  perfe- 
vcrancc  and  afliduity  which  were,  due  to  a  fubjcft  nearly  connefted, 
on  the  one  hand,  with  the  morals,  health,  and  induftry  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Scotland,  and,  on  the  other,  with  the  important  confidera- 
tions  of  the  public  revenue,  and  of  the  valuable  pecuniary  interefts  of 
a  numerous  clafs  of  His  Majefty*s  fubjedl^s. 

Their  inquiries  have  unavoidably  occupied  much  time,  and  although 
they  have  obtained  a  great  deal  of  information  on  all  the  material 
parts  of  the  fubjedt  referred  to  them,  it  has  not  been  yet  in  their 
power  to  complete  their  inveftigation  of  it  to  their  fatisfadion  ;  but 
as  it  may  be  probable  that  the  prefent  feffion  is  near  its  clofe,  they 
have  felt  it  their  duty  to  report  to  the  Houfe  the  evidence  which  has 
been  laid  before,  them,  as  well  by  oral  teftimony  as  by  documents 
and  anfwers  in  writing,  returned  by  different  perfons  to  queflions 
which  they  thought  it  expedient  to  prbpofe,  and  to  have  circulated 
among  thofe  who  feemed  moft  likely  to.  pofTefs- ufeful  knowledge  oit 
the  fubjed. 

To  this  evidence  they  prefix  a  general  flatement  concerning  a 
few  of  the  moft  eflential  points  to  which  their  attention  has  been 
dire<3ed,  and  which,  as  they  conceive,  peculiarly  defcrVe  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  Houfe.  .  ^   ~ 

The  corn  fpirits  manufad^ured  in  Scotland  are  made,  either  frpm 
malted  barley  or  bear  (called  alfo  Bigg)  which  is  a  grain  of  the'fame 
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niturc,  but  inferior  in  quality  to  barley ;  or  from  a  mixture  of 
fuch  malt  and  of  barley  or  bear,  raw  or  unmalted  *. 

The  malt,  or  mixture  of  malt  and  raw  grain,  being  ground,  h 
majbed  in  a  quantity  of  hot  water,  which  extrads  and  becomes 
impregnated  with  thefaccharineor  farinaceous  and  fermentable  part 
of  tht  grain.  The  liquor  fo  impregnated,  called  worts,  is  drawn 
oflPfcom  the  Grains  and  fet  to  cool,  and  by  the  addition  of  yeait  to 
ferment,  and  when  fermented  is  called  Wafti.  From  this  Wa(h 
imperfeS  fpirits,  called  Lrow  Wines,  or  fpirits  of  the  Jirft  extrac- 
tion, are  diftilled  ;  thefe  Low  Wines  are  a  fecond  time  diflilled,  and 
the  fpirits,  the  produce  of  the  fecond  diitillation,  are  fold  in  Scotland 
£>r  confumption.  In  England,  thofe  fpirits  of  the  fecond  diftilla- 
lion  or  extraction  are  not  ufed  for  drinking  in  that  ilate,  but  pafs, 
under  the  denomination  of  Raw  Spirits,  from  the  diftiller  to  the 
reAificr,  who^  by  farther  diAillation,  prepares  them  Sox  the  con- 
fumer. 

The  mode  of  impofing  and  levying  the  duty  in  Scotbind,  till  the 
end  of  the  year  1784,  was  by  an  adual  account  and  furvey  of  the 
quantities  of  wa(h,  low  wines,  and  fpirits,  made  by  the  difliUer^ 
The  duty  was  fixed  at  a  certain  fuppofed  rate  on  the  gallon  of 
fpirits^  but  was  apportioned^  fo  much  thereof  on  the  low  wines  pre- 
fumed  to  furnifli,  in  the  fecond  diftillation,  a  given  quantity  of 
fpirits,  and  the  reft  on  the  fpirits  adually  produced.  The  charge 
was  generally  made  from  the  Waih  according  to  the  proportion 
fixed  by  law,  which  a  given  number  of  gallons  was  fuppofed  to 
yield  in  low  wines  on  the  firft,  and  in  fpirits  on  the  fecond  dif- 
tillation. — 4  Anne,  c.  1 2. 

From  the  firft  of  November  1784,"  the  charge  on  the  low 
wines  and  fpirits  was  difcontin^ed,  and  the  whole  duty  rated  on 
the  waih,  the  difti^ler,  for  every  one  hundred  gallons  of  wafh,  be- 
ing allowed  credit  in  his  fiock  for  twenty  gallons  of  fpirits,  one  to 
ten  over  hydrometer  proof.  This  mode  was  at  the  fame  time  efta-' 
blilhed  in  England,  and  is  now  in  force  in  that  part  of  the  king- 
dom. In  Scotland  it  was  only  continued  for  about  two  years. 
24  Geo.  III.  c.  46. 

The  nature  of  thefe  modes,  and  the  ftrift  and  conftant  furvey 
and  accurate  account  which  they  required,  gave  great  opportunities 
to  the  diftiller  to  elude  the  vigilance  or  puithafe  the  connivance  of 
the  excife  ofHcer,  and  the  revenue  arifing  from  fpirits  in  Scotland 


•  Wheat  has  been  fometimes  ufcd  by  Scotch  diftillcrs,  but,  it  is  bclievedj 
"^  of'  late  years,  on  accoant  of  the  high  price  of  that  grain. 
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feu  very  far  (hort  of  what  ought  to  have  been  produced  from  the 
quantity  known  to  be  manufadured  there. 

Thb  inconvenience  kd  to  the  adoption  of  a  new  principle  in  the 
impofition  and  collection  of  the  duty. 

The  art  of  diftillation  was  fuppofed  to  be  fo  fully  known,  that 
pcrfons  (killed  in  it  could  compute,  with  fufficient  exad^nefs,  the 
quantity  of  fpirits  which  a  ftill  could  produce  in  a  year,  in  propor- 
tion to  its  folid  or  cubic  capacity,  /.  e,  the  number  of  gallons  of  li- 
•"Cfuid  it  was  capable  of  containing.  This  computation  being  made, 
and  the  amoiirit  of  the  duty  meant  to  be  charged  on  each  gallon  of 
fpirits  fettled,  the  whole  fum  a  ftill  ought  to  yield  in  a  year  was  eafily 
calculated  at  fo  much  for  every  gallon  of  its  capacity.  This  annual 
amount  was  to  be  impofed,  and  collefled,  under  an  annual  licence 
granted  to  the  diftiller,  who  was  to  make  entry  of  the  number  of 
cubic  gallons  to  be  contained  in  the  ftill  or  ftills  he  intenjied  to  ufc 
through  the  year,  and  the  duty  was  to  be  paid  by  anticipation  in 
ftated  inftalments.  By  this  means  an  afcertained  revenue  w6uld  be 
fecured  to  the  public,  and  the  manufedurcr  delivered  from  the  in- 
terruptions and  inconvenient  interference  and  infpcftion  of  the 
oiEcers  of  Excife.  ' 

The  plan  of  licence  was  firft  propofed  to  be  tried  in  the  High- 
lands, but  in  the  year  1786  an  afi  pafted,  eftabliftiing  it  all  over 
Scotland,  though  differently  modified  in  regard  to  the  Lowland  and 
Highland  diftridts — 25  Geo.  III.  c.  22.   26Xjeo.  III.  c.  64. 

The  duty, on  the  cubic  gallon  of  the  ftill  in  the  Lowlands  was 
firft  fixed  at  30s.  in  the  Highlands  at  only  20s.  and  there  alfo  the 
duty  on  the  malt  ufed  in  diftillation,  to  a  certaih  extent,  wa§. remitted. 
The  reafons  for  thefe  diftindlions  were,  that  the  grain  in  general  in 
the  Highlands  is  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  the  harvefts  more  pre- 
ctirioCis;  and  that,  in  (kill  and  capital,  the  manufacturers  there 
were  alfo  much  inferior  to  thefe  in  the  Lowlands ;  but  to  prevent 
the  Highland  diftiller,  who  might  poflefs  fufficient  (kilKaad  capital, 
from  deriving  an  undue  advantage  over  the  Lowland  manufa<3urer 
in  confequence  of  the^  lower  duty  on  his  ftill,  he  was  by  law  confined 
•  to  a  ftill  of  a  limited  fize,  to  the  ufe  of  a  given  number  of  bolls  of 
malf,  and  to  the  produdtion  of  a  given  number  of  gallons  pf  fpirits 
in  the  year  ;  if  he  exceeded  thofc,  he  was  to  pay  the  malt  duty  for 
the  excefs  of  malt,  and  a  duty  per  gallon  for  the  excefs  of  fpirits. 
The  allowed  quantity  of  malt,  free  from  duty,  was  250  bolls,  and 
of  fpirits  not  fubjec^  to  the  furcharge  of  duty,  1,660  gallons.  The 
ftreogth  thofe  fpirics  were  to  be  of,  though  a  material  confideration, 
was  left  very  indefinite.  He  was  prohibited  from  buying  grain  or 
felling  fpirit:i  in  the  Lowlands.     The  line  of  divifion  between  th^ 
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parts  of  the  country  thus  denominacted  Lnwlands  and  Highlarid5| 
was  defcribcd  by  the  act  impoling  the  duty  on  fhis  new  plan. 

What  the  prefumed  amount  of  the  d  jiv  lo  affelicd  was  per  gal- 
lon of  fpirits,  your  Committro  nre  not  informed.  It  was  thought 
about  that  time  that  a  Oill  could  not  be  wroijght  or  difcbarged,  the 
year  through,  more  than  four  times  a  w(!ek.      The  year  before,  viz. 

(1785)  under  the  furvey,  the  duty  was  2s.  id.  and  in   that  year 

(1786)  it  was  in  England  2s.  6d.  and  Scotch- made  fpirits,  which 
had  been  diftilled  under  the  licence  duty,  were  to  pay,  if  brought 
into  England,  an  addition  of  2s.  per  g<ilIon. 

In  1788,  it  having  been  found  that  diftillation .  w^as  carried  on 

in  the  Lowlands  with  more  difpatch  than  had  been  till  thth  fup* 

pofed,  the  Rowland  duty  was  raifed  to  3I.      Spirits  made  for  the 
'  Englifli  niarket  w  ere,'  from  that  time,  exempted  from  the  licence 

duty,  and  charged  with  the  full  Englifli  duty  on  their  importation 

into  England*     That  duty  continued  to  be  2s.  6d. — 28  Geo  III, 

c.   46.. 

In  I793»  the  Lowland  duty  was  again  raifed   from  3I.  to  9I. 

and  the  Highland  duty,  whfch  till  then  had  remained  at  il.  to  30s. 

The  Englifti  duty  was  then,   both  on  Englifli   and    Scotch  made 

fpiris,  2s.  I  id.  per  gallon — 33  Geo.  III.  c.  61. 

In  1795,  the  duty  in  the  Lowlands  was  brought  up  to  18 1,  and 

in  the  Highlands  to  2I.  los.  the  Englifti  duty  being  then  3s.  9d, 

per  gallon — 35  Geo.  HI.  c.  59, 

Between  that  period  and  the  pafling  of  the  ftatutes  by  which  the 

duties  now  in  force  were  impofed,  Pailiament  fufpendcd  the  manur 

faftory  of  fpirits  throughout  the  kingdom,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity 

which  then  prevailed — 35  Geo.  III.  c.^  119. 

In  1797,  the. fufpenfion  .being  removed,    the  liceore   for   the 
Lowlands  was  fixed  at  54I.  per  gallon  of  the  ftill.    The  Highlands 
were  fubdivided  into  two  diftrid^s  :   in  that  next  the  Lowland  dif- 
trifl,  and  divided  from  it  by  the  former  line,  the  duty  \i'as  made 
9I.  per  gallon ;  in  the  other,  which  was  divided  from   this  inter- 
mediate  tradl  of  country  by  a.  new  line,  defcribcd  in  the  adt  pafled 
for  that  purpofe,  the  licence  duty  was  made  61.  los.  under  the  9I. 
licence,  the  allowance  of  malt  duty  free  was  to  be  500,  under  the 
61.  I  OS.  450  bolls.    .  The  adt  did  not  fpecify  any  increafe  in  thu 
allowance  of  fpirits  to  be  diftilled  under  thefe  licences,  but  it  muft 
be  underftpod  to  have  been  meant  t,o  have  been  twice  1,660  gallons 
for  the  500,  and  in  that  proportion  for  the  450  bolls.     The  duty 
atprcfcnt  in  Engliand  is  4I.  3s.  4d.  on  the  100  gallons  of  wafli, 
the  produce  of  a  quarter  of  grain,  or  4s.  2d.  per  gallon  of  fpirits,  if 
the  quarter  yields  the  20  gallons,  for  nrhjch  the  diftilier  has  credit^ 
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^nd  4s.  7-|^.  if  it  yields  only  1 8  gallons.  The  duty  on  Scotch- 
made  fpirits  imported  info  England  is  therefore  alfo  4s,  7-^.  per 
gallon — 37  Geo.  III.  c.  17.      37  Geo.  III.  c.  102. 

The  licences  at  54I.,  under"  which  the  Lowland  diftillers  now 
work,  will  be  in  force  till  the  loth  of  Odlober  next,  and  new 
annual  licences,  at  the  fame  duty,  may  be  taken  out  at  that  time, 
under  the  a6^  of  '57  Geo.  III.  c.  17.  The  licences  at  9I.  and 
61.  I  OS.  for  the  Highland  and  intermediate  diftrifls,  run  from  the 
'5th  July  1797  to  the  5th  July  1798  ;  but  there  is  then  no  power 
to  renew  them,  the  a£t  of  37  Geo.  III.  c.  102.  having  been  only 
temporary,  and  made  to  expire  at  the  end  of  a  month  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  feffion.  It  has  indeed  been  revived  twice 
during  this  feffion,  but  it  finally  expired  on  the  firft  of  May  laft— 
38  Geo.  III.  c.  II.  and  c.  31. 

In  this  ftate  of  the  duties,  the  Lowland  diftillers,  in  general  re- 
prefent,  that  the  licences  are  greatly  too  low  in  the  two  other  diftridls; 
that  the  two  lines  are  not  only  arbitrarily  traced  in  the  prefent  aSs, 
but  incapable  of  being  correifled  on  any  principle  of  juftice  and  ac- 
curacy, or  effe61ually  guarded  at  any  expence  ;  that  the  licenfed 
diftillcrs  in  thofe  parts  exceed  to  a  great  amount  their  limited  quan- 
tity of  grain  and  ipirits ;  that  there  arc  very  many  unlicenfed  ftills 
wrought  there ;  that  both  the  licenfed  and  unlicenfed  manufadlurers 
buy  grain,  and  fell  fpirits  in  great  quantities,  within  the  Lowland 
boundaries  ;  ^nd  that  it  was  undcrftood,  when  the  54I.  licences  were 
taken  out,  that  the  law  with  regard  to  the  two  Highland  diftri(9s 
was  to  be  altered,  and  the  duty  raifed  in  thofc  diftridis  in  the  prefent 
feffion. 

The  Highland  manufaflurers  complain,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  Lowland  diftillers,  by  the  improved  rapidity  with  which  they 
diftil,  and  the  various  means  they  have  found  of  incrcafing,  in  a 
fraudulent  manner,  the  capacity  of  their  ftills,  pay,  in  truth,  much 
lefs  duty  under  the  54I.  than  they  do  at  their/ apparently  low  duties 
of  9I.  and  61.  i  os.  ;  that  the  temptation  to  the  Lowland  diftillers 
by  the  licence  fyftem  (unreftrained  as  it  is  in  regard  to  them  Jby  any 
limited  quantity  of  annual  produce)  of  making  the  greateft  poffible 
quantity^  leads  them  to  negkft  the  quality  of  their  fpirits,  which  is 
contended  to  be  very  unwholefome  when  they  are  diftilled  with  great 
rapidity  and  a  vblent  heat ;  that  the  fame  temptation  induces  them 
to  ufe  a  mixture  of  unmalted  grain  (which,  independent  of  the  ad- 
vantage of  faving  the  malt  duty,  not  only  produces  a  great  quan- 
tity, but  alfo,  as  is  contended,  a  much  more  unwholefome  fort  of 
fpirits  than  malt  alone),  and  to  carry  on  their  manufaSure  on  Sun- 
days \  and  that,  by  thcfe  means,  they  fill  the  market,  even  in  the 
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Highland  diftridlsy  i/i  ith  bad  and  noxious  fpirits,  to  Avhich  they  have 
the  art  of  giving  fometimes  the  appearance  and  name  of  Highland 
Whifty,  underfelling  the  Highland  diftillcrs  wiftiin  the  limits  to 
which  they  are  confined  ;  and  thus  at  once  rendering  the  fuppofcd 
appointment  of  the  54I.  duty  elufory,  in  fraud  of  the  revenue  \  in- 
fringing the  laws  of  religion  ;  and  injuring  the  health  and  morals 
of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  by  furniftiing  them  with  un- 
wholefome  fpirits  at  a  very  low  price. 

Your  Committee  have  taken  great  pains  in  examining  into  the 
foundation  of  thefe  different  allegattons. 

With  regard  to  the  increafed  rapidity  of  diftillatioh,  it  has  been 
proved  to  them,  that  by  an  improved  form  of  a  ftill  -the  work  can  be 
carried  on  with  a  degree  of  celerity  beyond  any  former  conception 
on  the  fubjedt.     An  officer  of  the  cxcife  has  flated  that  in  one  of 
the  principal  manufactories  in   Scotland  (namely  at  the   Cannot^ 
Mills,  near  Edinburgh)  he  has  known   the   perfons  who  condudl 
it  work  off  their  ftills  in  15,  i  2,  and  8  minutes  ;  and  he  has  given  ' 
his  reafons  for  believing  that  they  can  keep  up  to  the  fame  rapidity 
of  8.  minutes  all  the  year  through.      At  this  rate  of  working  by  the 
year,  Sundays  included,  taking  the  produce  of  the  quantity  of  malt 
and  raw  grain  ufed  for  each  charge  of  the  flill,  and  alfo  the  quantity 
of  fpirits  produced  at  an  average,  the  duty  per  gallon,  i  to  10  over 
hydrometer  proof,  would  not  amount  to  6d.  without  reckoning  the 
faving  of  the  malt  duty  for  part  of  the  grain  ufed  ;  whereas  the  dif- 
tiljers  in  the  intermediate  diftriS,  if  confined  to  the  legal  quantity  of 
grain  and  fpirits,  pay,  even  making  allowance  for  their  exemption 
from  the -malt  duty,  aboutis.  6d.  and  thofe  in  the  Highland  di(tri6t 
above  is.  per  gallon  at  the  fame  (trength.     The  above  computation 
of  what  is  paid  at  Cannon  Mills  may  and  is  contended  to  be  much 
too  low  :  it  is  faid  that  fufEcient  allowance  is  not  made  for  inter- 
ruptions from,  accidents,  repairs,   heat,  of  weather,  &c.  :  befuies^ 
other  Lowland  diftillers  have  npt  attained  the  fame  dexterity,  nor 
confcquently  equal  rapidity  in  their  operations.     This   inequality 
produces  an  inequality  of  duty  as  paid  by  different  manufadlurers 
under  licences  of  the  fame  amount,  a  circumftance  much  complained 
of  by  many  j  but  from  a  due  cdnfideration  of  all  the  evidence  on 
this  part  of  the  fubjed,  it  may  be  concluded^  that,  in  general,  in  the 
Lowland  diftriS,  they  now  diflil  with  fufEcient  rapidity  to  bring  the 
duty  per  gallon  to  an  average  amount,  not  exceeding  (probably  in 
many  cafes  confiderably  under)  IS,  6d.  , 

It  is  alfo  eflablifhed,  that  raw  grain  is  more  prod uflivc  than 
malt,  fo  that^^  quarter  of  barley,  half  malted  and  half  raw,  will 
vicld  more  fpirits  than  a  quarter  of  the  fame  barley  all  malted. 
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The  difference  is  ftated  by  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  eiccifc  to 
be  about  one  fifth. 

With  regard  tb  the  unwholefomencfs  imputed  to  the  ufe,  of  rapid 
diOillation,  and  to  the  mixture  of  raw  grain,  that  imputation  is  cer- 
tainly founded  on  an  opinion  very  generally  received  in  Scotland. 
Highland  Whifky  is  generally  preferred  as  more  wholcfom'e,  as  well 
as  more  palatable,  than  the  Lowland  fpirits,  and  it' is  certainly  dif- 
tilled  more  flowly,  and  from  malt  alone  ;  but  another  circumftance 
which  renders  it  agreeable « to  the  tafte  of  thbfe  accuftomed  to  drink 
*it,  can  hardly  be  thoi^ht  to  render  it  more  wholefome,  namely,  the 
peculiar  fiavour  derived  from  the  peat  ufed  in  drying  the  malt  of  • 
which  it  is  made.  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  there  are  people 
in  Scotland  who  give  the  preference  to  fpirits  made  in  part  from  raw 
grain  ;  .and  in  England,  and  every  where  in  the  Northern  parts  of 
the  Continent,  a  portion  of  raw  grain  is  always  ufed  in  making  corn 
fpirits  ;  for  the  manufacture  of  Dutch  gin  particularly,  it  is  em- 
ployed in  a  much  greater  proportion  ^an  by  any  of  the  manufac- 
turers in  Scotland.  It  is  true  that  the  EugWih^ raw  fpirits  are 
never  drank  in  England  till  they  have  been  redtified,  and  that  the 
unmalted  grain,  chiefly  ufed  in  manufaiSuring  Dutch  gin,  is  rye  and. 
not  barley. 

In  rapid  diftillation  it  is  more  difficult  to  manage  the  procefs  fo 
as  to  prevent  the  eflcntial  or  vegetable  oil  of  the  malt,  which  has  re- 
mained in  the  low  wines,  and 'comes  off  firft  in  dirtilling  them  into 
'fpirits,  from  mixing  in  a  degree  with  the  fpirits.  The  fame  is  true 
with  regard  to  the  heterogeneous  matters  which  come  from  the  low 
wine  ftiil  towards  the  clofe  of  the  operation,  mixed  with  the  laft  of 
the  fpirits.  The  firft  is  called  by  the  Scotch  diftillers  fore  jhot^  the 
fecond  yi/Wj.  Thefc  matters  certainly  vitiate  the  flavaury  and  are 
fuppofed  to  diminifh  the  wholefomenefs  of  the  fpirits  ;  but  it  would 
feem,  that  if  xthe  diftiller  ufcs  fuflicicnt  dexterity  to  keep  them  from 
his  (pirits,  they  will  be  as  true  fpirits  if  diftilled  tapidly  as  if  they  had 
been  run  off  more  flowly  ;  and  there  is  reafon  to  think  that,  the 
great  Scotch  diHillers  have  acquired  fuch  dexterity  to  fo  great  a  de- 
gree as  to  fuccccd  in  attaining  that  objcdt  (which  it  muft  be  their  in- 
tereft  to  aim  at)  better  than  fome  of  thofc  whofc  mode  of  working  is 
not  fo  rapid. 

On  the  whole,  as  to  this  important  and  delicate  pointy  your  Com- 
«iittee  can  only  fay,  that  fufRcient  reafons  have  not  been  laid  be- 
fore them  to  induce  them  to  adopt  any  decided  opinion  that  there 
is  a  material  difference  between  the  wholefomeneis  of  fpirits  (kil- 
fully  though  rapidly  diftilled,  and  from  a  mixture  of  raw  grain  and 
of  fuch  as  are  manufadtured  flowly,  and  from  malt  alone. 
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The  fii<3,  that  fomc  of  the  Lowland  diflillers  work  their  {UlU 
on  Sundays,  is  not  contefted.  This  pradice  has  given  great  and 
juft  fcandal  in  Scotland,  and  befides  the  other  and  more  ferious  ob- 
jcdJions  to  V'hich  it  is  lial/lc,  it  is  obferved  that  it  increafcs  the  ine* 
quality  of  duty,  under/  the  fame  rate  of  licence,  between  thofe 
who  do  and  thofe  who  do  noi  adopt  it. 

The  complaints  made  on  the  other  hand,  in  regard  to  the 
Highland  diftrids,  are  in  a  great  degree  fubftantiated  by  the  evi  - 
dence.  The  fame  officer,  who  has  been  laft  mentioned,  fiates  it 
to  be  his  firm  belief,  that  moft  of  the  diflillers  in  the  proper  High- 
lands, and  all  in  the  intermediate  diftri<5l,  greatly  exceed  their  legal 
quantities  of  grain  and  fpirits ;  and  there  is  other  abundant  evi- 
dence, both  of  fome  of  thefe  in  the  intermediate  diflridl  doing  fo, 
and  alfo  of  their  buying  grain  and  felling  fpirits  beyond  the  pre- 
fcribed  line.  It  is  befides  proved,  that  feveral  in  the  intermediate 
diftridl  have  made  very  conftderable  advances  towards  the  improved 
rapidity  of  working,  by  altering  their  ftill  fo  as  to  approach  to  the 
ftiallow  and  broad  conftrudion  now  ufcd  in  the  Lovvlatids,  which, 
by  forming  a  larger  furface.of  the  liquid  under  diftillati^n,  and  ad- 
mitting of  the  application  of  the  fire  nearer  to  that  furface,  accele- 
rates the  evaporation  of  the  fpirits  to  a  very  great  degree.  It  is  alfo 
certain,  that  much  difl illation  from  unlicenfed  ftills  is  praftifed  in 
thofe  diftridls:  this  appears  from  the  faft,  that  no  Icfs  than  859 
illegal  ftills  were  feized  in  the  year  1797. 

The  Commiffioners,  and  fome  of  the  principal  oSicers  of  excife, 
are  ftrongly  inclined  to  .the  opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  to  refort 
again  to  the  former  mode  of  furvey.  Their  reafons  may  be  feen  at 
large  in  the  feveral,  fets  of  anfwers  they  have  given  to  the  queries 
of  the  Committee,  and  which  are  inferted  in  the  appendix  to  this 
report.     . 

Son)e  of  the  very  confiderable  low  country  diflillers  infift  on  the 
continuation  of  the  licence  fyflem  as  it  now  exifts,  with  a  corredtion 
of  particular  dcfc<Sts,  and  an  extenfion  of  the  high  duty  to  the  High- 
land diflridls  ;  other  low  country  diflillers  would  alfo  have  the  ra- 
pidity of  diftillation  and  the  life  of  raw  grain  prohibited  by  law. 

Thofe  of  the  Highland  diftrids  wifli,  in  general,  for  the  reftora- 
tion  of  the  plan  of  furvey  ;  while  others  recommend  a  combination 
of  the  two  fvftems.  The  abolition  of  the  lines  of  demarcation  is 
urged  by  the  Ivowland  diflillers  in  as  far  as  refpcfts  the  difference 
of  the  licence  duty,  and  it  feems  to  be  wiflicd  for  by  thofe  of  the 
Highlands,  in  regard  to  the  prohibition  of  the  purchafe  of  grain  and 
falc  of  fpiiits  beyond  thofe  lines.  The  extent  of  both  the  lines  is 
•"-^t  lefs  than  420  miles. 


DEBATES^  463 

The  principle  and  advantages  of  the  licence  fyftem  have  been 
already  ftited,  and  alfo  fome  of  the  difadvantages  attending  it ;  fe- 
veral  others  have  been  infifted  on.     It  cannot  be  made  conrjplctely 
exclufive  of  furvcy,   for,  under  its  operation  the  officer  muft  ftill 
have  accpfs  to  the  works  of  the  diftiller,  to  fee  that  no  arts  are  ufed 
for  increafing  the  effed^ivefize  of  his  diflilling  apparatus  beyond  the 
liccnfed  capacity  ;  to  exannine  whether  ingredients,  which  the  com 
diftiller  is  prohibited  under  ftis  corn  licence  from  ufing,  are  not  em»- 
ploved,  fijch  as  foreign  cyder,  melaifes,  &c.  ;  and  to  take  care  that 
the  wafli  iiJ  not  heated  before  it  is  put  into  the  ftill.      It  has  been 
found  that  it  is  not  applicable  to  a  great  part  of  Scotland^  unlefs 
united  with  a  furvcy,  which,  to  be  effedlual,  muft  be  as  ftrid^  as  if 
there  were  no  licence  duty  there.      But  the  moft  ftrikingobjedtion  of 
all  feems  to  be  that  already  mentioned,  as  fo  much  relied  on  by  its 
opponents,  viz.  the  difficulty,  or  rather  impoflibility,  of  making  it 
an  equal  tax  on  the  commodity  manufadured.      It  is  faid,  in  anfwcr  . 
to  this,  that  if  an  ingenious  manufadlurer  difcovers  methods  of  acce- 
lerating his  work,  he  is  entitled  to  the  profit  he  thereby  gains  ;  but     ^ 
the  obje(Sors  reply,  that  the  greater  profit  in  that  cafe  (hould  arifc 
from  the  fale  of  a  greater  quantity  of  the  commodity,  and  the  power 
of  underfelling  otiicrs,  by  faving  labour  and  other  expences,  and 
not  from  contributing  a  fmaller  proportion  of  duty  to  the  public 
revenue. 

If  by  a  prefcribcd  form  and  fize  of  ftill,  or  mode  of  diftillation, 
the  Legiflature  could  afcertain,  and  limit  within  acciirate  bounds, 
the  rapidity  of  working,  the  inequality  arifing  fron[>  the  licence  fyf- 
tem  might  be  obviated  ;  but  it  may  be  urged  with  a  confiderable 
fhew  of  reafon,  that  where  it  is  not  thought  expedient  to  prohibit  a 
manufadtory,  you  ought  not,  in  found  policy  to  tell  the  rri^nufac- 
turer,  "  though  you  may  dedicate  your  time,  money,  and  ingenuity 
to  that  manufiifture,  yet  you  ftiall  derive  from  it  but  a  partial  and 
ftinted  benefit."  It  is  not  contended  by  any  perfon,  that  the  diftilr 
lation  of  fpirits  (hould  be  totally  prohibited  ;  it  is  indeed  the  gene- 
ral opinion,  that  it  is  wife,  in  a  political  as  well  as  financial  view, 
to  impofe  fuch  a  duty  on  that  manufactory  as  will  raife  the  price  to 
the  confumer  high  enough  to  prevent  the  cxceflive  ufe  of  it  by  the 
poor,  to  which  excefs,  infinitely  more  than  to  any  matters  which  a 
particular  mode  of  manufadure  may  cxtrafl  from  the  grain,  and 
leave  mixed  with  the  fpirits,  muft  be  imputed  their  ill  confequences 
fo  health  and  morality  ;  but  it  may  be^well  doubted,  whether  you 
ought  by  law  to  go  farther,  and  hamper  the  manufafturer  in  hi$ 
pxertions  to  a£t  (under  fuch  duty)  on  the  common  principles  \>j 
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\vhtch   trade   and   inanufa£lures  4fl  general  are  conduced   and 
fk)uri(h. 

The  general  combination  of  both  fyftcms,  of  which  already  there 
in  fomc  degree  exifts  in  the  Highland  diftrifls  a  local  example,  and 
obvioufly  defedlive  becaufe  local,  would,  as  is  inHfted  by  its  advo- 
cates, fccure  to  the  revenue  the  larger  part  of  the  duty  by  the  licence, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  by  taking  an  account  of  the  amount  adtually 
didilledy  and  charging  the  extra  -quantity  at  the  rate  at  which  the 
licence  had  been  calculated,  all  maoilfad^urers  would  pay  alike,  and 
the  temptation  to  rapid  diftillation,  if  that  (hould  be  thought  to  pro- 
duce unwholefome  fpirits,  would  be  in  a  great  rpeafure  taken  awav. 
The  diftiller  would  indeed  again  become  fubjedl  to  ftridl  furvcy, 
but  would  not  in  that  refpedt.  be  in  a  worfe  condition  than  the 
brewer,  foap-boiler,  candle- maker,  &c.  ;  and"  if  the  expence  fhould 
be  greater,  notwithftandmg  the  great  faving  which  it  may  be  fup- 
^pofed  would  accrue  from  the  abolition  of  the  lines  of  demarcation, 
that  expence,  it  is  contended,  would  be  fully  compenfated  by  an  in- 
creafed  revenue  ;  the  former  frauds  and  coUufion  might  be  pre- 
vented by  a  new  and  improved  fyftem  of  checks,  by  a  careful  choice 
of  officers,  whofe  increafing  acquaintance  with  the  art  would  enable 
them  to  fuggeft  ftill  farther  improvements  in  that  fyftem,  and  by 
better  appointments  to  render  thofe  oiEcers  more  independent. 

YOUR  Committee  having  ftatcd,  in  the  beginning  of  this  re- 
port, that  they  have  not  been  able  to  complete  their  inveftigation  of 
the  fubjcft  referred  to  them,  think  it  their  duty  to  abftain  from  giv- 
ing any  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  jidopting,  by  a  peripanent  law, 
any  one  of  the  modes  of  affeffmerit  and  colleflion  which  have  been 
mentioned,  in  preference  to  the  others ;  but  as  from  the  a6tual 
fituation  of  the  licences,  the  Legiflature  may  think  it  neceffary,  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  prefcnt  feflion,  to  make  fome  regulations  of  a 
temporary  nature,  they  will,  before  concluding  their  report,  ftatc 
certain  matters  which  it  may  be  material  to  bring  under  the  more 
immediate  view  of  the  Houfe. 

I .  In  what  has  been  faid  on  the  different  degrees  of  celerity  with 
which  different  diftillers  work  their  ftills,  it  has  appeared  that  the 
fame  quantities  of  fpirits  6f  the  fame  ftrengtli  have  paid,  under  the 
cxifting  law,  different  rates  of  duty.  As  to  how  much  duty  it  was 
ineant  that  each  gallon  fhould  pay,  your  Committee  cannot  form 
liny  judgement ;  but  it  is  the  idea  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
cxcife  who  have  attended,  and  whofe  intcljigent  and  laborious  af- 
fiftancc  juftly  merits  the  favourable  tcftimony  of  your  Committee, 
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that  fpirits,  I  to  10  over  hydrometer  proof,  might,  in  Scotland,  pay 
a  dufy  of  3s.  per  gallon,  leaving  an  ample  profit  to  the  n^nufac* 
turers — the  Commiflioners  fay,  at  lead  as.  3d. — fomc  of  the  prin- 
cipal people  concerned  in  the  trade,  2s.  It  has  appeared  abovc,^ 
Chat  fpirits  in  Scotland  muft  pay  4s.  7^.  if  imported  into  England, 
and  fome  of  the  manufacturers  now  work  for  the  London  market. 
It  has  alfo  already  appeared,  that  the  fpirits  now  on  hand  have  not, 
at  an  average,  paid  more  than  is.  Cd,  per  gallon  ;  and  from  an  ac- 
count tranfmitted  by  the  Commiflioners  of  Excife  and  hereto  an- 
nexed, of  the  quantity  of  fpirits  in  the  flocks  of  the  diftillers,  dea- 
lers, and  retailers,  the  firft  taken  by  computation,  the  two  others 
by  aflual  furveyi  it  has  been  calculated  that  the  amount  of  thofc 
flocks,  on  the  i  oth  of  Oflober  next,  will  probably  be  from  two  to- 
three  millions  of  gallons,  hydrometer  proof,  equal  to  from 
1,800,000  to  2,000,000  one  to  ten  over  that  proof.  If  the 
.number  of  families  in  Scotland  are,  as  has  been  calculated,  about 
300,000*,  eight  gallons  by  the  year  to  each  family  would  atnount 
to  2,400,000  in  the  whole. 

2.  -It  has  been  decided  lately  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  the 
caufe  Eajion  and  others  verfus  Brown  an(i  others y  Commtffioners  of  thi 
Excijcy  on  a  writ  of  error  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland, 
that  to  carry  on  diflillation  on  Sundays  is  as  little  warranted  by  the 
a<9s  of  Parliament  concerning  the  diftillery  duties,  aj  it  is  by  the 
laws  of  Chriftianity  ;  but  as  the  exi fling  fandiions  of  the  common 
or  flatute  law  do  not  feem  fufiicient  to  prevent  a  pradice  fo  repre- 
henfible,  your  Committee  cannot  help  recommending  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  Houfc,  how  far  fome  more  efledtual  provifion  for 
that  purpofe  fhould  not  be  enadted. 

3.  It  has  been  fuggefted  to  Your  Committee,  that  if  the  raw 
gtain  ufed  in  diflillation  were  to  be  made  fubjed\  to  the  malt  duty, 

.  and  the  limited  exemptions  from  that  duty  in  the  Highland  dif- 
tridts  taken  away,  fuch  a  meafure  might  operate  to  encourage  the 
brewery,  which  is  generally  con'lidered  as  a  manufadture  more  fa- 
vourable to  health  than  that  of  the  diftillery. 

4.  By  the  prefent  licence  fyflem,  the  Lowland  diftiller  is  not 
obliged  to  obtain  an  excife  permit  for  the  rentovai  of  fpirits  from  his 
diftillery  ;  he  is  only  bound  to  accompany  them  with  a  certificate 
by  himfelf,  that  they  are  of  his  manufaflure.  The  abufes  pradtifed 


*  Some  calculations  make  them  300,000,  others  3  5O|00o,  or,  reckon- 
ing fivepcH'ons  in  each  family,  1,500,000,  and  1,750,000  pcrfons.  The 
.latelt  ealcuiatiou  of  die  number  of  pcrfuns  is  i  ,547,729. 


4^6 
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under  thefe  certi.(icate39  by  colouring  the  tranfportation  of  Ifkhlancl- 
tnade  fpirits  into  the  Lowlands,  &c.  are  ^ated  in  the. evidence  ;  an^ 
it  is  the  urgent  fccomrlnendation  of  th€  Board  and  Officers  of  Excife, 
that  the  ufc  of  then)  (hould  be  immediately  aboli(hed,  and  the  ex- 
cife permits  fubftituted  in  their  place-^— 21  Geo,  III.  c.  8 6, 
6  Geo.  I*  c.  21. 

YOUR  Committee  will  now  conclude,  by  cxprefling  their  hof» 
and  belief,  that  if  the  Houfe  in  their  wifdom  (hould  think  fit,  early 
in  a  future  feffion,  to  direfl  a  farther  inveftigation  of  this  fubjcft, 
what  remains  towards  completing  the  nccc;flary  inquiries  plight  be 
foon  accomplifhed,  and  a  foundation  laid  whereon  to  form  a  la\f 
calculated  to  reconcile  contending  parties  and  interefts,  and  aholiib 
invidious  local  diftiniSions,  without  negled^ing  the  due  confideration 
of  the  circumftances  which  gave  rifetothofe  diftinftions  in  the  ac- 
tual  fcheme  of  th^  duti^$  oit  the  di(|illatioi;i  of  corn  fpirit$  la 
Scotland,  * 


^ 


I  ' 
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OFFERS  received  from  Regiments  of 
MILITIA  in  Great  Britain^  to  extend 
their  Services  to  Ireland. 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
Charles  Spencer,  Colonel  of  the  Oxford/hire  Regiment 
of  Militia,  to  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York— • 
dated  Ipfwich,   i8th  June,  1798^. 

Sir, 

I' 
T  IS  vith  the  greateff  fatisfaflion,  I  have  the  honour  to  commu- 

hicate  to  your  Royal  Highnefs,  the  genuine  and  unfolicitcd  offer  of 

the  non-conrimiifiontd  and  privates  of  my  regiment, 

I  am  alfo  requefted,  by  every  officer  of  my  regiment,  to  entreat 

your  Royal  Highnefs,  to  do  them  the  honour  of  affuring  His  Ma- 

jedy,  that  they  are  aduated  by  the  fame  zeal  and  loyalty,  and ' 

equally  with  the  non-commiflioned  officeVs  and  privates,  ready  and 

willing  to  ferve  in  Ireland. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  Royal  Highnefs's  moft  obedient" 

,  And  dutiful  fervant, 

(Signed)  C.  SPENCER. 

To  His  Royal  Highnefs  the^Duh  of-Tork^ 

Commander  in  Chief ^  lic.lic.Hc. 


Ipfwich  Barracks,  June  i8th,  1798* 

MAY  it  pleafe  your  Royal  Highnefs,  to  lay  before  His  Majcfty 
the  voluntary  offer  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates  of" 
the  Oxfordshire  regiment  of  Militia,  to  embark  immediately  for 
Ireland. 

Signed  (for  felf )  and  the  reft  of  non-commiflGioncd 
officers  and  privates, 

'   G.  LAMBERT,  Serjeant  Major. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duh  of  Tork^ 

i^C>  i^C.  i^Cm  ^ 
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Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Major  Edwards  of  the  Royal 
Carnarvon  Regiment  of  Militia,  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
Field  Mar(hal  the  Duke  of  Yokk,  &c.  &c.  &c. — dated 
Fareham  Barracks,   1 8  th  J  une,  1798* 

Sir, 

THE  officers,  non-commiffioned  officers,  and  privates  of  the 
Royal  Carnarvon  Militia,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  commandj 
having  unanimoufly  made  an  o(kx  to  extend  their  fervices,  and  de- 
fired  that  I  (hould  communicate  their  wi(h  to  your  Royal  Highnefs, 
i  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  they  arc  now  ready  to  embark  for  Ireland, 
and  to  co-operate  with  His  Majedy's  forces  in  that  kingdom,  in  any 
manner  in  which  they  can  be  rendered  ferviceablc  or  ufefuL 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Your  Rojcal  Highnefs's 

Mod  obedient  hamBle  fervant, 

(Signed).  RD.  EDWARDS, 

'  Major  R.  Carnarvon  Militia. 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Honourable  Arthur  Paget, 
commanding  the  AngUfea  Militia,  to  Colonel  Brownkigg 
— ^dated  Uocbridge  Houfe,   i8th  June,  1798. 

Sir, 

I  Have  to  requeft  that  you  will  acquaint  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  York,  that  in  a  letter  I  have  this  morning  received  from 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Anglefea  Militia,  I  am  authorized  to 
make  an  offer  of  the  fervices  of  the  whole  of  the  old  corps,  and  of 
the  fupplementary  (with  the  exception .  of '  a  very  few  who  have 
wives  and  large  families,  and  *whom  I  fhould  at  any  rate  have 
wiifaed  to  leave  behind),  if  His  Majefty  (hould  think  proper  to  em- 
ploy them  in  Ireland. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  moft  faithTul  fervant, 

.    (Signed)  ARTHUR  PAGET. 


DEBATES.  469 

I 

Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
Cdonel  of  the  Royal  Bucks  (or  Ki  ng's  own)  Regiment  of 
Militia,  to  his  Royal  Highncfs  the  Duke  of  York — dated 
Old  Barracks,  Chelmsford,   12th  June,  1798. 

Sir, 

THE  enclofcd  paper  having  been  delivered  to  me  this  morning 
«n  Parade  by  my  Serjeant  Major,  I  do  not  lofe  a  moment  in  tranf- 
mitting  it  to  your  Royal  Hfghnefs,  with  my  humble  requeft  that  you 
,  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  lay  before  the  King,  this  dutiful  teftimony 
of  their  zeal  for  the  public  fcrvice,  and  of  their  perfonal  attachment 
to  His  Maje%.  It  is  likewife  due  to  thefe  gallant  foldiers,  that  I 
fbould,add,  that  the  eager  wifties  of  my  offices,  that  the  regiment 
might  be  employed  in*  Ireland,  if  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  (hall 
permit  it,  could  not  in  the  flighted  degree  have  influenced  the 
condu6t  of  the  foldiers,  as  their  offer  has  been  drawn  up  by  them-: 
felves,  and  ha^  been  made  without  the  flightcfl  communication  with 
their  officers. 

^Your  Royal  Highncfs  is  the  belt  judge  in  \shat  manner 'this 
offer  can  be  made  ufeful  to  the  public  fervice,  but  the  fpirit  and 
loyalty  of  the  regiment  will  be  much  difappointed,  if  it  fliould  not 
be  deemed  expedient  by  Parliament  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  accept 
their  (ervices. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  higheft  refpedl. 

Sir, 
Your  Royal  Highnefs's  very  faithful 
And  very  devoted  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)         NUGENT  BUCKINGHAM. 


Old  Barracks,  Chemlsford,   12th  June,  1 798. 

WE  the  non-commiflioned  officers,  drummers,  and  privates  of 
the  Royal  Bucks  (or  King's  own)  regiment  of  Militia,  always 
anKious  to  ftiew  our  loyalty  to  our  beloved  King,  and  to  fight  our 
country's  battles  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  where  we 
may  be  moft  ufeful,  requeft  our  Colonel  to  offer  our  humble  fervices 
to  the  Duke  of  York,  to  embark  for  Irelapd  with  our  officers,  in 
fupportof  our  fellow  fubjedls  in  Ireland,  againfl  the  Frenchmen  and 
Traitors  now  in  Rebellion  there. 

Signed  by  all  the  StaflTand  Pay  Serjeants, 
Drum  Major,  and  fenjor  Corporal's  of 
the  Regiment. 


I 
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Copy  of  ^  LETTER  from  Lieuttnant-col6nel  BRADbYtl,, 

I  of  the  Royal  Laneajhtre  Regiment  of  Militia,  ind  com^ 

manding' the  Weftern  Battalion  of-Grenadiers,  t6  Colonel 

Brownrigg — dated  Maker  Heights,   i6th  June,  1798. 

^     Sir,  ^ 

I  Have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  his 
Rc^al  Highnefe  the  Duke  of  York,  that  the  ^hole  of  the  rion- 
commiflioned  officers  and  private  foldiers  of  the  Royal  Lanca(hire 
Vcgiment  of  MilitFa,  now  under  my  comrtiand,  have  this'  morrtin^ 
prcfcntcd   me  with  roH^  of  their  rcfpcdtive  compantes,  figned  hf^ 
thcrafelves,  defiring  me  to  mike  an  oflfct  of  their  fervtccs  in  Ire- 
land.    Though  I  am  well,  aware  the  a£t  of  Patiliament,  as  it  novir 
ftands,  will  not  admit  of  their  going  out  of  Great  Britain,  yet  I 
thijt  theit  ignorance  of  this  circumftarice  Will  not  Icfs  (how  their 
loyalty  and  good  difpofirion.     Should,  however,  the  prefent  perilous 
ikuation  of  the  tim'es  denfiand  anv  alteration  in  the  adl  of  Parlia- 
ment,  and  the  thing  be  rendered  praiSicable,   permit  me,  in  their 
name,  to  folicit  that  they  may  (land  firft  for  fervice ;  and  in  my 
own,  that  I  may  have  the  honour  to  aft  with  them.     I  hsiVc  the 
honour  to  inclofe  you  the  roll  of 'the  Gtenadier  company,  iot  the 
pcrufal  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  fltc.  Sit.  &c. 

WM.  BRAJDDYLL, 
Lieutenant- colonel  Royal  Latncaflhrire  regiment 
of  Militia,  and  commanding  Weftern  Bat- 
To  Colonel  Br'ownrlgg^     .tallott  of  Grenadiers  # 

^ ^— 

Maker  Heights,  15th  June,  1798. 
WE  the  underGgned  non-commiflioned  officers  and  privates  of 
Captain  Bootless  company  of  Lancafhire  Grenadiei;s,  forming  part 
of  the  Weftern  battalion  of  Grenadiers,  under  the  commands  of 
Lieutenacnt-colonel  Braddyll,  being  ftrongly  imprefled  with  a  fenfcof 
our  duty,  do  voluntecrly  ftand  forward,  defiring  you  will  be*  fo  kind 
as  to  offer  our  fervice^  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  irt 
Chief,  infbrming  him,  that  the  barbarous  ufage  our  loyal  brothers 
have  met  with  in  the  IJfter  kingdom,  has  led  us  to  corrie  forward 
with  a  wifli  to  oppofe  all  Jacob! ne  artd  rebellious  principles,  ^rid  that 
we  could  wifti,  (houldour  fervices  be  wanted,  to  ferve  our  IVtonarch 
in  any  part  of  that  kingdom  that  he  ftiall  think  proper  to  fend  lis. 

Signed  b^f  all  ttie  non-commiffioned  Officers  and 
Privates  of  the  Grenadier  Company  of  the 
Royal  Lancafhire  Regiment  of  Militia. 
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Copy  of  a  LETTE]^  fronj  his  G'^acc  the  Duke  of  Rut- 
I.AND9.  Colonel  of  the  Leicefierjhire  Milkia,  to  Colonel 
BjROWNRiGG — datp4  ^8th  June,  1798* 

Sir, 

I  Beg  leave  to  qicquaiiit  you,  for  thp  Information  of  his  Royal 
JHighnefs  the  Dujce  of  York,  that  I  h^vc  this  morning  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Chefelden,  my  Lieutenant- colonel  in  the  Lcicefler-f 
ihire'Militia,  ftating,  that  on  Friday  lad  the  privates  ^nd  non- 
Commiflioned  officers  in  the  regiment,  unanimoufly  offered  their 
fey  vices  to  embark  for  the  defence  of  Ireland,  and  requefting^  that 
their  offer  mighx  immediately  be  made  known  to  his  Royal  High- 
ncfs.  Owing  to  a  miftake,  the  official  paper  was  not  fent  to  me, 
but  I  have  difpatchedanexprefs  for  it,  and  (h^U  hope  to  fend  it  tQ 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  to  mprrow,  as  well  as  a  re-, 
port  of  the  riumb(cr  of  men  that  arc  fit  for  fervice.  '  My  fear  le(J 
the  application  might  be  too  latjs,  will,  I  hope,  be  a  fuflScient  e^j^cyfi? 
.  for  ipy  trpMhling  you  with  thi^. 

}  have  the  hon6ur  to  remain, 

Sir; 
'  Your  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)    '    RUTMND, 


^•* 


Sift,  Yaxley  Barracks,   1 6th  June,  1798,   - 

WE,  the  n!on-commi(fioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  Lcicefter- 
(hire  regiment  of  Militia,  commanded  by  Colonel  his  Grace  the 
]^uke  of  Rutland,  being  defirous  of  (hewing  our  attachment  and 
loyalty  to  our  King  and  Country,  do  hereby  volunteer  our  fer vices 
to  march  immediately  for  Ireland,  anrf  we  defire  our  Serjeant  Major 
to  lay  our  requeft  before.  Lieutenant-colonel  Chefelden,  as  the  fenfe 
cf  the  whole,  requefting  him  to  tranfrhit  the  fame  to  Colonel  hi|» 
Qrace  the  Duke  of  Rutland. 

JTi  Lieutenant-colonel  Chejelden^ 
Leicejierjhire  Militia^  l^Cf 
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Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Major  Hawkins,  of  the  fTar- 
wickjhtre  Militia,  to  the  Marquis  of  HERTFORD-^atcd 
Chelmsford,  i  2th  June,  1798. 

My  Lord, 

I  Have  much  pleafurc  in  informing  you,  that  this  morning  the 
ivhole  of  the  non-commiflioned  officers  and  privates  came  forward 
to  rcqueft  a  tender  of  their  fef  vice^  might  be  laid  before  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  or  His  Majefty,  expreffing  their  moft 
carneft  defire  to  be  immediately  employed  in  Ireland,  or  in  any  other 
part  of  His  Majefty's  dominions  where  their  fcrviccs  might  be  moft 
ufcful.  The  very  proper  and  handfome  manner  in  which  they 
communicated  this,  added  credit  to  their  offer.  I  aflured  them  I 
would  make  your  Lordftiip  immediately  acquainted  with  their 
wifhcs,  and  that  I  had  no  doubt  but  you  would  lay  them  before  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  and  their  Sovereign.  No  lan- 
guage can  be  too  ftrong  to  paint  the  warm  defire  and  feelings  of  the 
regiment  upon  this  bufinefs.  Every  officer  here  enjoyed  the  fame 
heart-felt  fatisfaflion  on  the  occafion  which  I  did  myfelf,  and  I  am 
empowered  by  them  to  add  their  ardent  wifhcs,  that  your  Lordfliip 
will  immediately  lay  the  offers  of  bo^h  officers  and  men  before  the 
Commander  in  Chief.  ' 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy, 

.  (Signed)         HERTFORD. 


w« 


Copy  of  %  LETTER  from  Lieutenant-colonel  John  Ra- 
VENSCROFT,  of  thc  Carmarthen/hire  Rcgimcnt  of  Militia, 
to  Lieutenant-general  GrinfiBld,  commanding  the 
North-weft  Diftridt,  &c.  &c.  &c.-»dated  Liverpool,  June 
i8th,  1798, 

Sir, 

THE  Carnfiarrhenfhirg  regiment,  in  garrifon  here,  fignified  their 
wifh  on  the  Parade  laft  night,  to  volunteer  to  any  part  of  Irisland  it 
may  be  ordered  to  ;  and  have  requefted  that  you,  Sir,  will  have  the 
goodncfs  to  forward  their  wifhes. 

J  am,  &c 

JOHN  RAVENSCROn% 
To  Lieutenant-general   Grtnfeldj  Lieutenant- colonel. 

commanding  in  the  North-weji  ,     , 

DiJtriSlf 
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Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
Rivers,  Colonel  of  the  Dor/efJJjire  Militia,  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Henry   Dundas — dated    14th    of  June, 

1798.  '  ;      '    . 

Stratfieldfay,  June  14th,   1798, 
Sir,  Eleven  at  night. 

*Notwithftanding  the'date  of  the  paper  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  tranfrnit  with  this  letter,  I  have  but  this  monvcnt  received  it  by 
exprefs.  The  delay  has  proceeded  from  the  very  proper  defi re  of 
the  Major  and  the  officers  to  inveftigate  the  real  fentiments  of  the 
whole  corps  ;  and  I  Ihould  be  guilty  of  injuftice  to  the  zeal,  fpirit,' 
and  loyalty  of  the  reginnent  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  if  I 
did  not  immediately  tranfrnit  to  you,  Sir,  this  proof  of  their  attach- 
ment to  the  perfon  and  government  of  His  Majefty,  and  to  our 
happy  Conftitution.  You  will,  I  truft,  fubmit  this  humble  offer 
of  the  fervicc  of  the  whole  corps  to  His  Majefty 's  gracious  ac- 
ceptance, ^ 

I  have  the  honour,  &c.    v 

(Signed)'        RIVERS.    - 
Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas f 
i^c.  i^c.  iic. 


My  Lord,  Portfea  Barracks,  June  loth,  1798. 

THE  non-commiffionctl  officers  and  privates  of  His  Majefiy's 
Dorfetlhire  regiment  of  Militia  having,  in  a  very  fpirited  and  ho- 
nourable manner,  exprefled  their  wi(hes  to  be  permitted  to  etnbflirk 
for  the  defence  of  Ireland,  at  this  moment  when  that  country  |s  in 
a  ftate  of  adtual  rebellion,  and  threatened  with  a  formidable  in- 
vafion,  the  officers  feel  it  their  duty  immediately  to  tranfrnit  to  your 
Lordffiip  this  loyal  offer,  and  to  declare  their  own  readinefs  to  do 
the  fame.  '  ~ 

They  are  perfedly  aware  that  at  prefent  the  laws  of  the  land  do 
not  permit  the  Militia  t6  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain ;  but  extraordinary  times  require  extraordinary  exertions ; 
and  the  Legiflature  has  it  in  its  power  (if  it  (ball  be  thou^t  fir)  to 
take  fuch  meafures  as  may  remove  that  difficulty,  by  authorizing 
His.  Majefty  to  accept  of  the  voluntary  offers  of  any  Militia  regi- 
ments, or  other  corps  having  local  limitation  of  fervice,  to  fervc 
in  Ireland  during  the  prefent  danger. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  they  earneftly  hope  that  your-Lord- 
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■ 

(hip  will  approve  of  the  meafure,  and  communicate  their  wifhes  to 
His  Majcfty's  Minifters  ;  and  they  flatter  themfelves,  that  an  a6l  of 
Parliament  may  be  obtained  to  allow  this  extendon  of  their  fervicc, 
and  to  afford  them  this  opportunity  of  te(^ifying  their  attachment  to 
their  King  and  Country. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  PITT, 

Major  Commanding.  ^ 
The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Rivers^ 
iic.  Wr.  Wr. 


Extract  of  a  LETTER  received  by  General  Sir  William 
Howe  from  Colonel  Scott,  of  the  late  Both  Regiment, 
commanding  the  Light  Infantry  of  the  Eajiern  DiftriSf, 
encamped  at  Little  Holland — dated  Sunday,  17th  June 
1798. 

THE  whole  brigade  this  afternoon  have  volunteered  for  Ireland 
on  the  Parade. 

No  folicitation  or  hint  that  I  know  of  was  ufed,  but  as  foon  as 
one  company  huxza*d,  it  ran  like  wildfire. 

Names  of  the    Field  Officers,  and  Lid  of   Light  Infantry 

Companies : 

Colonel  Scott,  late  80th  regiment. 

Lieutenant-colonel  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  Wefl  Norfolk  Militia. 

Major  Shair,   2 2d  regiment  foot. 

Major  Hay  man,  9  th  ditto. 

Companies  of  Militia: 


South  Lincoln, 
Weft  Norfolk, 
Eaft  Norfolk, 
Oxford, 
Cambridge, 


Weft  Suffolk, 

Eaft  Effex, 

Herts, 

North  Middlefcx. 


N.  B.  The  Light  Company  of  the  Warwick  had  ^  marched  to 
join  their  regiment  previous  to  the  offer. 

(Signed)         W.  HOWE,  General. 
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Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Earl  of  Euston,  Colond 
of  the  Pfyi'Suffolk  Regiment  of  Militia,  to  Field  Marfhal 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Yor*k — dated  Col- 
chcfter,   2oth  June,  1798.' 

I 

Sir,  *  . 

I  Have  the  honour  and  fatisfaflion  of  acquaipfing  your  Royal 
Highnefs,  that  the  old  battalion  Weft-SufFolk  Militia,  confiding  of 
five  hundred  rank  and  file,  fifty  ferjeants,  and  thirty  officers,  have 
ofl^ered  to  fcrve  in  Ireland,  if  His  Majcfty  (hall  think  proper  to  em- 
ploy them  in  that  kingdom ;  and  I  beg  to  afljure  your  Royal  High- 
nefs, that  the  fpirit  and  zeal  which  they  have  (hewn  on  this  occa- 
fion  are  worthy  of  the  caufe  in  whi(?h  they  will  be  engaged,  ihould 
His  Majefly  honour  them  with  his  commands  in  Ireland. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

EUSTON. 


Copy  ©f  a  LETTER  from  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
RoLLE,  Colonel  of  the  South-Devon  Regiment  of  Militia, 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas — dated  Portfmouth,  20th  June, 
1798. 

Sir, 

Immediately  on  finding  HisMaJefty  had  fent  a  meffagc  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  it  v/tls  fericujly  intended  to  permit 
Militia  regiments  (who  will  volunteer)  to  go  to  Ireland,  I  conferred 
with  thofc  officers  of  the  South- Devon  regiment  who  were  prefent, 
and  figned  the  within  refolution,  which  was  explained,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  thofe  officers,  to  all  the  nor>-commifiioned,  and  by  them  to 
the  privates  of  their  rc;fpe6tive  companies  ;  many  of  the  latter  were 
very  anxious,  laft  evening,  to  exprefs  their  difpofition  and  wi(hes  to 
accompany  their  officers  wherever  rhcy  would  lead  theni,  to  fcrvc 
their  King  and  Country.— -I  thanked  them  for  their  readinefs  and 
zeal,  but  I  recommended  them  to  take  farther  confideration,  and  to 
give  me  their  anfwers  on  the  morrow.  This  morning  Teveral  of 
the  companies  fent  for  me,  and  I  converfcd  with  each  company 
feparatelyy  when  they  anfwcred  with  three  cheer Sy  they  would  go  with 
myfclf  and  the  other  dficers  to  Ireland,  if  their  fervices  wxre  re- 
quired. The  officers  and  men  who  have'  agreed  to  the  enclofed  re- 
folution, confifting  of  the  whole  regiment,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
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have  re(jue(led  that  I  would  beg  the  favour  of  yoa  to  convey  to  His 
Majefty  their  fentimcnts  and  determination  to  fupport  His  Majefty's 
Perfon  and  Crown,  and  the  Conftitution,  either  by  fcrving  in  Ire- 
land or  Great  Britain,  as  they  conGdcr  on  the  fate  of  both  their 
liberties  and  happinefs  depend. 

"Two  requefts  were  made  to  me  ;  (he  one,  that  their  families 
niight  be  regularly  paid,  and  taken  proper  care  of  by  the  Country, 
during  their  abfence  :  the  other,  that  they  might  not  be  drafted  into 
any  other  regiment,  as  they  were  refolved  to  rife  or  fall  with  their 
own  officers,  and  all  together.  I  aflured  them  I  did  not  the  leaft 
doubt  of  the  Government  and  the  Magidrates  of  the  Country  ad- 
hering to  their  wilhcs: 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,«  &c,   • 

(Signed)  ROLLE. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas^ 
Uc.  i^r.  l$c. 


WE,  whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribcd,  officers  of  the  South- 
Devon  regiment  of  Militia,  defire  that  our  fervices  may  he 
offi^ed  to  His^  Majefty,  to  go  to  Ireland  y-'ith  fuch  non-comm}ffioned 
officers  and  privates  as  ihall  choofe  {o  volunteer  that  fervice,  if 
Parliament  (hall  authorize  it,  to  fervc  regimentally,  but  not  to  be 
drafted  into  any  other  regiment,  either  of  militia  or  the  line,  and  to 
fervc  under  and  with  their  own  officers. 


Signed,      . 

f.%lle^  Colonel 

f¥m'  Elfordy  Lieutenant  Colonel 

yames' Stevens i  Captain 

y.  H.  StapUtoUy  Ditto 

fl.  M.  Baylayy     Dittq 

R.  Lang,  Ditto 

yn.  Hawkins^  Captain  Lieutenant 

ff^.  Dyer^  Lieutenant 

Jermn  R^ach,  Ditto 

The  Major  and  other  officer^ 
i^l^  aMiPPt  from  the  zegiment* 


^  jfames  Irynn,  Lieutenant 
yamts  Brown^  Ditto 
Thomas  JBaylis,   Ditco 
San2.  Dunsford,  Ditto 
ffm.  Bowes,      Ditto 
Richard  Cowan,  Enfigii 
Thomas  Englijh,  Ditto 
yohn  Thomas,      Ditto 
yn.  Marvin  Cufliffe^ 
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Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Colonel  Newport  of  the 
IVorceJier  Regiment  of  MHitia  to  Colonel  Brown&igg— « 
dated  Blatchington  Barrack,   aoth  June,  1798. 

Sir,  I 

HIS  Majcfty's  Worceftcrfhire  regiment  of  Militia,  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  command,  having  made  a  voluntary  offer  to 
embark  for  Ireland,  in  cafe  fuch  a  meafure  fhouldhave  the  fan6^iofi 
of  Parliament,  I  reported  their  fpirited  offer  to  General  Sir  Charles 
Grey  ;  fince  which,  reading  His  Majefty's  nneffage  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  requeft  you  will  lay  before 
Field  Marftial  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  the  fulleft 
affurance  of  loyalty  and  zeal  on  our  part,  and  that  we  are  readjr 
and  deiirous  to  be  employed  either  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  on 
any  fervice  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  (hall  be  pleafed  to  order  and 
dire£t« 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  NEWPORT, 

^  Colonel,  Worcefterlhire  Militia* 


Copy  of  a  LETTEk  from  Vifcount  ButKEtEY,  Lieutenant* 
Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Carnarvonjhire  Regiment  of 
Militia,  to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dunoas— 
dated  Stanhope  Street,  21  ft  June,  1798. 

Sir, 

I  Had  been  detained  two  days  longer  than  I  intended  in  Lon* 
don  ;  but  I  was  fetting  off  this  morning  when  I  received  the  en- 
clofed,  which  I  beg  leave  to  have  laid  before  the  King.  Whatever 
merit  there  is  in  the  offer,  is  attributable  to  the  m^n  in  the  firfl: 
inftance ;  but  I  am  fure  their  good  will  in  the  caufe  we  arc  en- 
gaged in,  could  not  be  greater  than  that  of  their  officers.  I  fet 
off  *to-morrow  morning  to  join  the  corps,  and  to  wait  your  com* 
mands,  ^ 

I  am,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

BULKELEY, 

T<i  the  Right  Honourable  H$nry  Dundafp 

ifff' i^<^  {:fc, 
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Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Major  Edwauds  of  the  Car* 
narvonjhire  Regiment  of  Militia,  to  Lord  Vifcount 
BuLKELEY— dated  Farcham,   igtbjunc,  1798. 

My  Lord, 
YESTERDAY  bcirtg  thi  firft  day  of  the  corps  being  together 
for  fome  time,  the  non-com midioned  officers  and  private  men  came 
forward  after  the  Parade,  and  made  an  ofier  of  their  fcrvices  tacm- 
bark  for  Ireland.  The  officers  alfo  requefted  that  I  would  make 
the  fame  offer  on  their  part.  A  letter  was  immediately  wrote  to 
his  Royal  Highncfs  the  Duke  of  Yorfo;  and  I  alfo  reported  the 
very  handfome  condu6t  of  the  men  on  this  occafion  to  General  Sir 
William  Put,  who  informed  me  th^  regular  way  to  make  the  offer 
was  through  your  Lordfliip,  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County.  At 
this  critical  period,  your  Lordfliip  will  allow  that  not  a  lingle  day  i( 
lobelof^,  otherwifc  the. officers  would  havie  waited  your  Lordfliip'^ 
arrival  with  the  regiment  before  they  made  the  offer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  ,      R.  EDWARDS- 
Vifcount  Bujkeley^  i^c*  ^c,  i^c, 


^ 


My  Lord,  Fareham  Barracks,  19th  June,  1798. 

THE  non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  Royal  Car- 
narvon Militia,  having  voluntarily  and  unanimoufly  expreffcd  their 
defire  to  uxtcnd  their  fervices  to  Ireland  whenever  called  on,  and 
the  defire  of  the  officers  being  unanimous  with  them  on  that  fub- 
jcdi;  we  have  to  entreat  your  Lordftiip  that  you  will  immediately 
reprefent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  both  officers  and  men  arc 
now  ready  to  embark  for  Ireland.  A  letter  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  corps  was  written  yefterday  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  York,  exprefling  their  defire  of  embarking ;  and  we  have  fincc 
learned  that  the  proper  mode  of  application  is  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  through  your  Lordfliip,  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County. 

Wc  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c.  - 


R.  Griffith^  Lieutcnatit 
jRrf.  Poole,  Enfign 
y,  Jones,  Enfign. 


R.  Edwards f  Major 
Griffith  Griffiths,  Captain 
fid,  Jones,  Lieutenant 

To  Vifcount  Buikeley,   ^c.  l^c.  tfc. 

Having  been  unavoidably  abfent  at  the  time  the  above  officers 
figncd  their  names,  I  beg  leave  that  mine  may  be  added. 
'  Vift  June,  1798,  BULKELEY,  Lieut,  Colonel. 
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Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Colonel  Cotterell,  of  the 
Hereford/hire  Militia,  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  PoRT- 
JLAND— dated  Canterbury,  20th  June,  1798, 

My  Lord, 
HAVING  hiade  an  offer  of  the  lervices  of  the  Hcrefordfhire 
Mnitia  under  my  command,  tp  Sir  Charles  Grey,  which  was  tranf- 
tnitted  to  the  Duke  of  York,  previous  to  the  late  expedition ;  I  conJ 
eluded  it  would  have  been  unneceflfary  to  have  made  any  farther ' 
offer  on  the  prefent  occafion  to  fervc  in  Ireland  ;  but  I  have  now 
the  fatisfaftion  of  adding  the  offers  of  the  Supplementary,  who  have 
fince  joined  the  regiment,  excepting  about  fifty  who  have  wives  and 
'  families,  and  are  balloted  men.  Should  our  fervices  be  accepted, 
I  (hall  be  glad  to  receive  your  Grace's  direSions  hpw  they,  with 
my  fick^  might  be  difpofed  of. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
J.  Y,  COTTERELL,v 

Colonel,  Herefordfhire  Milida. 
To  his  Grace  the  Duie  of  Portland^ 
i^c.  i^c.  Uc. 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Major-general  Stevens  to 
Colonel  Brownrigg— dated  Winchefter,  the  a  2d  June, 
1798. 

Dear  Sir, 
HAVING  this  morning  received  the  enclofed  from  Colonel 
Kingfcote,  I  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  tranfqiitting  it  to  you 
for  the  information  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
T(f  Cotorul  Brownrigg.  EDM.  STEVENS- 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from'  Colonel  Kingscote,  of  the 
North' Gloucejier  Militia,  to  Major-general  Stevens—- 
dated  Winchefter,  the  2 2d  June,  1798, 

Sir, 
IT  is  with  the  greatcft  fatisfaAion  I  have  to  inform  you,  that 
the  officers,  non-commiffioned  officers,  and  privates,  of  the  North- 
Gloucefter  regiment  under  my  command,  have  this  day  volMntarily 
offered  their  fervices  to  go  to  Ireland. 

I  have  tb^  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  KINGSCOTE, 
McjiT-pnerat  StiVi^s.  Cgl.  North  Gloucefter  Militia. 
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Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Captain  Delgarno,  of  the 
Ifie  of  IV.ght  Militia,  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
Bolton,  Governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight — dated  Camp, 
Brooke  Green,  June  22d,  1798, 

My  Lord, 

IT  is  with  the  hrgheft  fattsfadlkm  to  my  own  feelings,  that  I 
have  the  honour  to  requeft,  in  the  name  of  the  officers,  non-com- 
miffioned  officers,  and  private  foldiers,  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight  corps 
of  Militia,  that  your  Lordfhip  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  convey  to 
His  Majcrty's.  Secretary  of  State,  the  unanimous  voluntary  oflfer  of 
their  fervice  to  embark,  on  the  fliorteft  notice,  and  a^  (during  the 
prefent  unhappy  Rebellion)  within  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

I  am  particularly  enjoined  to  add,  that  if  His  Majefly  fhall  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  accept  this  mark,  of  their  attachment  to  his 
royal  perfon  and  government,  they  will  prove  by  their  adtions,  the 
reverence  in  which  they  hold  our  happy  Conditution,  and  their  firm 
determination  to  refift  at  all  points  every  attempt  of  the  enemy'  to 
make  any  imprefliOn  or  innovation  on  the  fame. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)         J.  DELGARNO,  Captain. 
Ti  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Bcllov^ 
Cifr.  i^c.  ISc. 


"•  •^ 


Coj>y  of  a  LETTER  from  Colonel  Sibthorpe,  of  the 
Royal  South' Lincoln  Regiment  of  Militia,  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Henry  Dundas— dated  Colcheftcr  Bar- 
racks,  22d  June,  1798. 

Sir, 

1  Am  happy  in  the  honour  of  communicating  to  you  the  volun- 
tary offer  of  all  the  officers,  and  of  a  conllderable  majority  of  the 
cffcftive  ftrength  of  my  regiment,  to  ferve  in  Ireland  ;  and  I  would 
flatter  myfelf  that  you  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  condcfccnd  to  pre- 
ient  this  c^er  to  the  gracious  acceptance  of  His  Majcfty. 

It  is  an  addition  to  the  peculiar  fatisfaflion  that  I  ms^  be  per- 
mitted at  this  moment  to  indulge,  that  this  oiSFer,  bounded  only  by 
the  defire  to  a6t  with  their  own  proper  officers  under  my  command, 
fubordinate  to  that  of  Major-general  Hunter's,  has  been  ^refentcd 
to  me  this  day  delibe"rately,  and  mofl  free  from  every  fufpicion  of 
nfiuencc,  which  might  be  brought  to  z&.  on  the  difpcditions  af  the 
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mafs  of  men,  beyond  the  juft  fenfe  of  duty  which  they  feel  they  owe 
to  the  caufe  of  their  King  and  Country.  The  return  which  I  take 
the  liberty  tp  enclofe  will  prefent,  Sir,  to  your  view  the  a(5lua]  ftate 
of  my  regiment,  and  the  comparatively  fmall  number  of  my  old  and 
trained  foldiers  who  decline  this  fervice,,from  confiderations  that,  fo 
far  as  they  have  been  difclofed  to  me,  and  by  very  few  they  have  not, 
I  cannot  my felf  condemn. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  be  excufed'to  you  in  trefpaflihg  fo  much  far- 
ther on  the  importance  of  your  time  as  to  mention  the  circumftance- 
of  a  voluntary  offer  from  Mr.  Dehftiire,  a  young  gentleman  of  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  of  eafy  fortune  and  refpedlable  family,  to  aft  as 
a  volunteer  with  my  regiment,  if  he  cannot,  from  commiiTions 
being  complete,  which  is  the  cafe,  receive  one.  This  offer  does 
him  honour,  and  affords  an  -additional  jiroof,  that  the  defire  of  fer- 
vice  in  this  country  is  equal  to  the  juft  and  legitiiriate  occalion  that 
calls  for  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

h:  sibthorpe, 

Thf  Right  Honourable  //.  Dundas^  Col.  R.  S.  Lincoln. 

^  £5ff .  lie*  {jff . 


Prefent  STRENGTH  of  the  Royal  South-Lincoln  Regiment 
of  Militia,  Commanded  by  Colonel  Humphry  Sibthorpe, 
Cokhefter  Barracks,  2 2d  June,  1798. 

Total 
Serjeants     -     -     -     -       34 
.Drummers  -     -     -     -    22 
Rank  and  file  -     -     -     778 
of  which  number  of  raiik  and  file  are  Supplementary  recruits  182 

Return  of  non-commiflioned  ofHceri,  rank  and  file,  voluntarily 
offering  their  fervices  in  Ireland,  with  their  own  officers. 

Total 
Serjeants      -     -     -     -     32 
/  Drummers    -     -     -     -     22 

Rank  and  file    -     "-SIS 
of  which  number  are  Supplementary  recruits     -     48 

H.  SIBTHORPE,  Colonel. 
Vol.  Vi;  3CI 
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Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Colonel  Moore,  of  \3[it  Bedford^ 
Jhire  Regiment  of  Militia,  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  York  —  dated  Tunbridgc  Wells,   the   24th  June, 
1798. 

Sir, 

I  Have  much  fatisfadion  in  having  the  honour  to  communicate 
to  your  Royal  Highnefs,  that  the  Bedfordfhire  regiment  of  Militia^ 
under  my  command,  beg  leave  to  offer  their  fcrvices  to  go  to  Ireland^ 
in  cotifequence  of  the  didurbed  ftate  of,  and  rebellion  in,  that 
kingdom. 

I  beg  leave  to  affurc  your  Royal  Highnefs,  that  this  tender  of 
fervice  would  have  been  made  at  an  earlier  period,  had  not  the 
regiment  been  cantoned  at  a  great  diftance  in  the  feveral  counties  of 
Kent,  Suffcx,  and  Surry,  which  'prevented  their  fentiments  beingj 
fooner  coUcdled. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

J.  MOORE, 
Colonel,  Bedfordfhire  Militia. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Tori, 
i^c,  i^c.  yr. 


- 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  Colonel  of 
the  Firft  fVefl-Tork  Militia,  to.  Colonel  Brov^nrigg— 
dated  Grofvenor  Square,  the  24th  June,  1798. 

I 

Sir, 

I  Enclofc  a  letter  I  have  juft  received  from  the  .Firft  Wefl-Yorkj 
Militia,  the  regiment  I  have  the  honour  of  comnranding.  I  beg 
the  favour  of  you  to  lay  it,  without  delay,  before  his  Royal  High- 
ncfs  the  Commander  in  Chief;  but  in'tranfmitting  this  offer,  which 
appears  to  be  made  by  a  confiderable  majority  of  the  officers  prefent,' 
and  privates,  I  muft  beg  to  be  underftood  as  not  including  the  offer 
of  my  own  fcrvices. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

WENTWORTH  FITZWII^LIAM. 

Colmel  Brownrigg^  i^c,  f^c.  i^c. 
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My  Lor d,  Afliford  Barracks,  23d  June,  1798. 

THE  officers  of  the  Pirft  Weft- York  Militia  having  yeftcrday 
informed  me,  that  they  had  received  deputations  from  their  refpec- 
tive  companies^  intimating  their  wifh  to  offer  their  fervices  at  the 
prefent  moment*  in-  Ireland,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  call  out  the 
regiment^  in  order  to  coUeQ  the  general  fenfe  of  the  men.  -  Taking 
the  report  of  each  company  from  the  officer  at  the  head  of  it,  I 
found  the  whole -regiment,  excepting  one  hundred  men, .  defirous  of 
offering  their  fervices  to  Government  on  this  occafion. 

•  The  officers  prefent  are : 


Major  Milner ; 
Captains,  Dixon, 

Womb  well, 
.  Lee, 
Busfield, 
Steer ; 
Captain  Lieut.  Greaves ; 
Lieutenants,  John  Marfhall, 
Nayler, 
Tho.  Marftall, 


Lieutenants,  V*^m.  Bradford^ 

Henry  Bradford, 
Cooke, 
Skurray,  . 
Shapleigh ; 
Enfi^hs,    Guttler, 

.  Richardfon, 
Savage, 
Carpenter, 
James  : 


Huthwaite, 

Of  which  pumber,  thofe  gentlemen  who  have  requeued  me  to  make 
.a  tender  of  their  fervices  to  accompany  their  men,  will  fign  their 
names  at  the  bottom  of  this  letter. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

GAM.  MILNER,  Major. 


Major  Milner  ; 
Captains,  Wombwell, 
'    Busfield, 
Steer  ; 
Captain  Lieut.  Greaves ; 
•    Lieutenants,  Tho.  Marfhall, 

Huthwaite, 
^  Wm.  Bridford, 


Lieutenants,  Hy.  Bradford, 
W.  H.  Cooke, 

Skurray, 
J.  Shapleigh  ; 
Enfigns,    Cuttkr, 

Richardfon, 
Savage, 
.    James. V 


P.  S.  Thirty  men  of  the  Supplementary,  who  are  not  yet  in- 
corporated with  the  old  regiment,  have  turned  out  as  volunteers. 


3  0.4 
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Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Colonel  James,  of  the  Wejt^ 
JCent  Regiment  of  Militia^  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
DtJKE  of  YpRK — dated  Canterbury,  24tl^  June,  1798. 

Sir, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  your  Royal  Highnefs, 
that  the,  Wert- Kent  regiment  of  Militia,  under  my  command,  beg 
leave  to  offer  their  fervices  to  go  to  Ireland,  for  a  limited  period, 
in  confequence  of  the  difturbed  fituation  of  that  country,  and  as  a 
proof  qf  their  attachment  to  the  King  and  Conftitiitipn.  Tlie  men 
who  have  already  come  forward  in  the  regiment  amount  to  more 
than  800. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. ' 

RICHARD  JAMES, 
Colonel,  Weft-Kent  Regiment, 

To  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Tori, 
iic.  lie.  iic. 


rp-r 


/ 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Major  Vaughan,  of  the 
Merioneth  Militia,  to  Lieutenant-general  his  Highnefs 
Prince  William  of  Gloucester — dated  Deal,  24tja 
June,  1798. 

Sir, 

I  Have  the  fatisfoflion  to  inform  you,  that  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Merioneth  Militia  have  fignificd  to  me  their  intention  to  ex- 
tend their  fervices  at  the  prefent  crifis  to  Ireland  ;  which  I  take  the 
liberty  to  requeft  you  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  intimate  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief.  I  have  been  guilty  of  an 
error  in  laying  their  otFer  before  the  Secretary  at  War,  or  I  fliould 
have  had  the  honour,  a  few  days  iince,  to  have  communicated  it  tp 
you,  for  his  Royal  Highnefs's  information. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

G.  H.  VAUGHAN, 

Major^  MsM^pneth  Militia^ 
To  Ifieutenant'General  his  Highnefs 
Prince  fViUiam  of  Gloucefien 
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Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Colonel  Brown,  of  the  Mont* 
gomery  Militia,  to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas 
— date  Horfliam  Barracks,   25th  June,  1798. 

Sir, 

BY  the  defire  of  the  officers,  non-conimiffioned  oflSccrs,  and 
privates,  of  the  Montgonteryfhire  Militia,  I   have  the  honour  to 
requeft  you  to  make  an  offer  of  their  fervices  in  Ireland,  if  His  Mi^- 
.  jefty  (hall  think  proper  to  employ  them  in  that  country, 

I  have  the  honbur  to  be,  &c. 
THO.  BROWN, 

Colonel,  Montgomery  Militiat 

Two  companies,  the  Grenadiers  and  Light  Infantry,  arc  now 
quartered  at  Lewes,  the  remaining  fix  at  Horfham. 

Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas^ 
lie.  ^c.  ^c. 


f  / 

\ 


An  error  having  been  made  in  the  account  of  the  number  of  Barrels  of 
Herrings  exported,  &c,  {Jee  folio  326)  the  reader  is  ddired  to  fubdi- 
tute  the  following  fums  total,  as  prefented  by  the  Infpcftor  General  of 
the  Imports  and  Exports  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Houfc  of  Commons, 
June  1 8,  1793*  and  ordered  to  l}e  printed, 

JJinc  years  precedng  the  5th  January  1771       England    21,557     3  io| 

Scotland  28,619     54' 

50,176     9     2| 

Sixteen  ycfirs  preceding  the  5th  January  1787    England   43,787  11     9 

Scotland  59,4.52     3   lof 

*      '■     »      ■  ■     ■  ■■ 

103,2^9  15     7| 


I'cn  years  preceding  the  5th  January  1797        England    27,205  r  3     8 

Scotland  53,318     8     8 

'  ^  80,524     2     4 


iM« 


^QU^  The  port  of  Yarmouth  is  wanting  for  1 796, 
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HOUSE  OF  COMiMONS. 

Tu/fday,  yune  26.    ' 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  gave  notice,  that  he  fliould  next  feflion 
move  for  the  repeal  of  the  Affeffed-tax  Bill. 

Genera!  TARLETON  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
improper  mode  which  had  been  adopted  in  recruiting  the  army. 
This  mode  had  been  employed  for  feveral  years,  and  as  long  ago 
as  the  time  of  the  Spanifh  and  Ruffian  armaments,  had  met  with 
the  difapprobation  of  that  able  and  experienced  officer.  General 
Burgoyne.  The  m.ode  he  alluded  to,  was  that  of  allowing  young 
men  of  fortune  to  ralfe  men  for  rank,  who  gave  fuch  enormous 
bounties,  that  no  men  could  be  raif(;d  in  that  manner  afterwards. 
Not  being  able  to  recruit  the  marching  regiments,  Government 
had  been  obliged  to  employ  the  fencible  corps  in  fervices  to  which 
they  were  not  originally  dcftined.  He  wiftied  to  fubmit  a  mption 
to  the  Houfe  upon  this  fubjcft, 'previous  to  which  he  (hould  move 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  all  the  letters  of 
fervice  which  had  been  granted  fince  the  ift  of  January  1798,  for 
the  raifing  fencible  corps,  fpecifying  the  rime  and  the  limitation  of 
fpace  of  their  fervice. 

Mr.  Secreftiry  DUNDAS  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman's  mo- 
tion came  at  a  very  late  period  of  the  fcffion  ;  he  had  better  make 
it  early  next  feffion^  of  Parliament.  The  honourable  gentlentan 
bad  complained  of  giving  young  men  of  fortune  rank  for  raifing 
men,  but  as  that  was  not  the  cafe  in  fencible'  regiments,  he  did  not 
fee  how  this  motion  w.ould  anfwer  the  honourable  gentleman^s 
intention. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  he  underftood  there  were  fome 
fencible  corps  paifing  in  Scotland,  about  which  he  wifhed  to  have 
fome  account ;  he  fliould  therefore  move  for  an  account  of  the 
officers  and  men  belonging  to  fencible  corps  raifed  fince  the  firft 
of  January,  1798. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  had  no  hefitation  to  fay,  that 
he  was.  to-morrow  to  wait  on  his  Koyal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
York,  to  confult  on  the  propriety  of  accepting  thefe  ofl^ers,  and  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  where  men  could  be  raifed  to  ferve  in  Europe 
without  burthening  the  country  with  half-pay  for  the  officers,  it  was 
a  beneficial  meafure :  and  the  motion  was  ncgativc.1. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

JVedneJday^  June  2<J. 

The  Earl  of  BESSBOROUGH  moved,  and  wks  feconded  bf ' 
the  Earl  of  SUFFOLK, 

"  That  an  humble  addrcfs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  to  ftate 
to  His  Majefty  the  humble  advice  and  requeft  of  this  Houfe,  that 
he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  into  his  royal  confideration 
the  calamitous  (late  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  and  that  when, 
under  the*  bleffings  of  divine  providence,  the  Rebellion  now  cxifttng 
in  that  kingdom  (hall  have  been  fuppreffed,  fuch  a  fyftem  of  concili- 
ation may  be  adopted  as  may  tend  mod  efFeflually  and  moft  fpcedily 
to  reftorc  to  that  afBidled  country  the  bleffings  of  peace  and  good  go- 
vernment :  and  alfo  to  implore  His  Majefty,  in  the  adminiftration  of 
the  affairs  of  Iffeland,  to  employ  fiich  perfons  as  may  poffefs  the 
confidence  of  the  People,  and  enfure  to  them  the  permanence  of  a 
juft  and  lenient  fyftem  of  Government." 

The  queftion  being  put  on  the  above  motion,  there  appeared 
againft  it  34,  and    17  proxies— total  51.     The  following  Peer^  - 
VQted  for  it :  » 


Duke,  of  Norfolk, 
'     ■  ;      Leeds, 


•  Bedford, 
-  Devonfhire, 


Earl  Fitzwillii 
Earl  of  Albemarle, 
Earl  Tankerville, 

Suffolk, 

-*—  Oxford, 


Earl  Shaftefbury, 

Lord  Holland, . 

-—  Conyers, 

— —  Lovell  and  Holland, 

— —  Ponfonby, 

— —  Thurlow, 

— —  Yarborough, 

King, 

-—  Say  and  Selc* 


And  three  Proxies,  making  21  againft  51. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD  then  moved  the  foUowiug  relb- 
lution  : 

'*  That  this  Houfe,  underftanding  it  to  be  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety,  that  the  fyfteoi  of  coercion  has  been  enforced  in  Ireland 
with  a  rigour  (hocking  to  humanity  ;  and  particularly  that  fcourges 
and  other  tortures  have  been  employed  for  the  purpofebt extorting 
confeffions  ;  a  pradlicc  juftly  held  in 'abhorrence  in  every  civilized 
part  of  the  world  <,  and  "  That  houfes  and  buildings  have  been  fct 
fire  to  ;  ^  modeof  puniftiment  that  can  lead  only  to  the  moft  perni- 
cious confequences;  and  that  feldom  or  never  falls  on  the  guilty,  but 
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• 

on  the  contrjirvi  on  the  landlord,  the  wife  and  children  of  the  cri* 
minals ;  who,  however  iniquitous  the  hufband  or  father,  ought 
always  to  be  fpired  and  prote(Sed  ;"  is  of  opinion,  that  an  imme- 
diate Aop  (hould  be  put  to  pra6^ices  fo  difgraceful  to  the  Britilh 
name ;  and  that  our  beft  hopes  of  reftoring  tranquillity  to  Ireland, 
muft  arife  from  a  change  of  fyflem,  as  far  as  depends  on  the  Execu- 
tive Government,  together  with  a  removal  from  their  flations  of 
thofe  perfons  by  whofe  advice  thofe  atrocities  have  been  perpetrated, 
and  with  regard  to  whom  the  afflicted  people  of  Ireland  can  feel  no 
fencimenfs  but  thofe  of  refentment  and  terror/' 

After  a  debate,  which  lafted  till  ten  o'clock,  in  which  Lord 
Holland  and  other  noblemen  fupported  the  motion,  Lords  Gren- 
ville,  Spencer,  and  the  Bi(hop  of  Rocheder^  oppofed  it,  the  Houfe 
divided : 

Contents,   17 — Proxies,   ^.     Total,    20. 
Not  Contents,  44 — Proxies,  19.     Total,  63. 


The  following  PROTESTS  were  then  entered  upon  the  Journals  of 

the  Houfe  : 

**    DISSENTIENT, 

1.  "  Becaufe  I  was  (hocked  that  an  addrcfs  to  the  King,  upon 
fo  awful  a  fubjedi  as  the  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland,  (hould  have  bcen- 
rejedJed,  without  one  fingle  fyllable  being  faid  by  the  King's  Minif- 
ters  upon  the  fubjeft. 

2.  "  Becaufe,  I  look  back  with  pride  to  that  law  which  our  an- 
ceftors  obtained,  which  fays,  "  No  free  man  (hall  be  taken,  or  im- 
,prifoned,  or  dilTdzed  of  his  freehold  or  liberties,  or  free  cu(loms,or  Be  " 
outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  any  otherwife  deftroyed.  Nor  will  we  not  pafs 
upon  him,  nor  condemn  him,  but  by  lawful  judgement  of  his  Peers, 
or  by  the  law  of  the  land.  We  will  fell  to  no  man.  We  will  not  deny 
or  defer,  to  any  man  either  juflice  or  right."  And  becaufe  I  agree  with 
tht  commentary  of  that  great  lawyer  Sir  Edward  Coke  upon  this 
chapter  of  Magna  Charta,  wherein  he  fays,  "  No  man  deflroyed ;" 
that  is  fore-judged  of  life  or  limb,  di(hcrited,  or  put  to  torture  or 
death.  And  becaufe  I  think  that  to  flog,  picket,  and  half-hang 
any  our  fellow  fubjeds,  in  order  to  extort  confeflfion,  is,  "  a  put- 
ting to  torture,"  and  therefore,  not  only  outrageous  to^  humanity, 
but  dirc6lly  againft  Magna  Charta,  the  great  corner  ftone  of  our 
laws  and  liberties.      And  whoever  have  dared  to  put  to  torture  any 

ir  fellow  fubjefls  in  Ireland,  or  elfcwhcre,  have  violated  the 
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great  charter,  have  betrayed  their  (Country,  and  ought  fpeedily  to  be 
brought  to  condign  puniftiment,  for  thefe  their  treafonable  pradices. 
And  whoever  have  dared  openly  and  publicly  to  juftify  torture,  upon 
the  ground  of  policy,  deferve  the  fame  execrations  from  their  coun- 
trymen  as  have  been  ufually  given  to  the  cruelleft  inquifitors  of 
Rome. 

3.  "  Becaufe,  whenever  our  brethren  >and  fellow  fubje£tsin  Ire- 
land or  clfewhere,  are  flogged,  picketed,  half-hanged,  and  otherwife 
tortured,  in  order  to  extort  confeffion,  I  hold  it  to  be  the  boupden 
duty  of  every  man,  in  his  different  ftation,  to  ufe  all  the  legal  means 
in  his  power  to  declare  his  abhorrence  of  fuch  diabolical  and  tyran- 
nical meafures.  ^ 

4.  "  Becaufe  I  hold,  that  when  an  Iri(hman  is  tortured,  an  Eng- 
lifhman  is  tortured  ;  for  the  farpe  njen,  who,  in  violation  of  the  laws 
of  their  country,  and  of  every  dictate  of  humanity,  dare  to  put  Irifh- 
men  to  torture,  will  not  hefitate,  when  they  think  it  expedient,  to 
put  Engliflimen  to  torture  alfo. 

5.  "  Becaufe  it  is  a  mortal  truth  that  cannot  be  denied,  that  if 
men  have  been  driven,  by  flogging  and  by  tortures,  contrary  to  all 
law  and  reafon,^  into  open  refiftance,  the  guilt  and  confcquences  of 
that  refiftance  arc  imputable  to  thofe  who  flog  and  torture  contrary 
to  all  law  and  reafon,  and  not  to  thofe  who  are  thereby  driven  to 
refiftance. 

6.  "  Becaufe  to  flog  and  torture  men  in  open  refiftance,  for  the 
fake  of  employing  a  power  in  the  hands  bf  thofe  who  flog  and  tor- 
ture* to  crufh  that  refiftance,  and  thereby  to  make  themfelyes  more 
fecure,  is  not  only  a  refinement  of  cruelty,  againft  which  law,  rea- 
fon, juftice,  humanity,  and  nature,  cry  aloud  ;  but  which  the  ex- 
perience of  all  times  teaches  us  will  never  anfwer. 

7.  **  Becaufe  the  hiftory  of  the  world  tells  us,  that  it  is  no  fmall 
matter  which  provokes  a  people  to  throw  off  their  allegiance  ^  and 
that  when  they  have  thrown  oflF  their  allegiance,  attention  to  their 
juft  demands,  and  protediion  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  liber- 
ties, and  properties,  are  the  only  means  by  which  an  allegiance  worth 
having'  cart  be  recovered. 

8.  "  Becaufe  I  think  the  times  call  fot  a  declaration  of  thcfc 
principles,  and  that  to  a£l  upon  them  is  the  only  method  of  healing 
the  prefent  difcontents,  and   preventing  the  fpeedy  ruin  ^  of  our 

.  country. 

•  •  • 

«  OXFORD  ah4  MORTIMER." 
Vol.  VI.  T  R 
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"  DISSEKTISHT9  Die  Aferturljj  2*}  Junij^  ^19^» 

"  Becaufe  the  Houfc  having  thought  fit  to  rejefl  the  various 
motions  refpe6ltng  the  calamitous  (ituacton  of  Irehnd,  which  have 
been  fubmitted  to  their  confideration,  in  the  firft  inftance  for  inquiry 
—in  the  fecond  for  lenity  and  conciliation— and  in  the  laft  for 
putting  an  immediate  (lop  at  lead  to  the  rigorous  proceedings  of  the 
army  in  Ireland,  where,  under  the  name  of  a  fyftem  of  Coercion 
we  have  reafon  to  fear  that  atrocious  cruelties  have  been  praQifed, 

:  we  think  it  our  duty  to  record  the  nature  of  the  evidence  on  which 
we  have  proceeded,  and  on  which  our  cbnviflidn  of  the  truth  of  the 
fa£^s  is  founded,  and  on  that  evidence  to  appeal  inr  our  own  juftifi- 
cation  to  our  country,  to  the  world,  and  to  pofterity.  We  affirm, 
that  the  fafts  are  undifputed,  that  tTie  evidence  of  them  is  irrefiftiblc, 
and  that  the  eflefls  produced  by  this  barbarous  fyftern,  convidl  the 
authors  and  advifcrs  of  fuch  a  total  want  of  wifdom,  even  for  their 
own  pretended  purpofes,  as  can  only  be  exceeded  by  the  (hocking 
cruelty  of  the  principles  avowed,  and  of  the  praflice  recommended 
by  them.  We  (hall  Rate  fome  of  the  documents  we  refer  tOy  in 
the  order  of  time  in  which  they  have  appeared,  in  order  to  (hew  that 
this  fyftem  of  coercion  has  not  been  haftily  reforted  to  on  the  fpur  of 
an  inftant  heceflfity,  but  that  it  was  deliberately  refolved  on  long  be- 
fore It  could   be  jtiftified  or  palliated  ^by  any  of  the  pretences  or 

.  caufes  which  have  lince  beetl  afligned  in  defence  of  it. 

*  DubKn  Cajtky  March  3,  1798. 

*  His  Excellency  further  authorifes  you  to  employ  force  agalnft 

*  any  perfons  aflembled  in  arms,   not  legally  authorlfed  fo  to  be, 
^  •  and  to  difperfc  all  tumultuous  airemblies  of  perfons,  though  they 

*  may  not  be  in  arms,  without  waiting  for  the  fanflion  and  a(ri(t- 

*  ance  of  the  civil  authority,  if  in  your  opinion  the  peace  of  the 

*  realm  and  the  fafety  of  His  Majefty's  faithful  fubjcfts  maybe  en- 

*  dangerod  by  waiting  for  fuch  authority. 

(Signed)         THOMAS  PELHAM.' 

**  On  the  26th  of  February,  1798,  Sir  Ralfh  i^^)efCfDmby  de- 
clared in  public  orders  that  *  the  very  dtf^racefal  frequency  of 

*  Courts  Martial,  and  the  many  complaints  of  hTPeguJarifics  in  Ihfe 
'  cbnda<St  of  the  troops  tn  that  kingdom,  had  too*  unfortunately 

*  proved  the  army  to  be  in  a'  (tate  of  licentioufnefs,  which  imi(^ 

*  render  it  formidable  to  every  one  but  the  enemy.' 

"  On  the  i8fh  of  April,  1 798,  the  following  order  was  iffucd 
Major-general  DufF: 
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'  The  Commander  in  Chief  gives  this  public  ootice,  tbaf  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  have  iflfued  orders  to  him  to  quar- 
ter troopsi  to  prefs  horfes  and  carriages,  to  demand  forage  and  pro- 
vilions,  and  to  hold  Courts  Martial, for  the  trial  of  offences  of  all 
dcfcriptions,  civil  and  military,  with  the  power  of  confirming  and 
carrying  into  execution  the  fentences  of  all  fuch  Courts 'Martial, 
and  to  ifTue  proclamations. 

*  The  Compiander  in  Chief  calls  on  the  general  o0icc;r«  tp  pro- 
cure of  the'  Magiftrates  the  bcft  accounts  they  can^gi  ve  of  the  num- 
ber of  arms  taken  from  the  yoemanry  and  the  well  vtffe&cd,  of 

.  arms  that  have  been  coru:ealed,  and  of  pikes  that  have  been  Aiade, 
which  are  to  be  recovered  and  taken  poffeffion  of  by  the  military. 

*  They  are  alfo  to  communicate  to  the  people  through  the  pricfts, 
and  by  one  or  tyvo  men  felci^ed  from  each  townland,  the  purport 
of  the  following  notice. 

*  That  the  order,  if  complied  with,  will  be  a  fign  of  their  ^ene« 
ral  repentance ;  and  not  only  forgivcnefs  will  follow,  but  pro- 
tedlion. 

*  That  they  muft  be  fenfible  that  it  is  infinitely  better  fqr  thcna  tp 
remain  at  home,  quietly  minding  their  own  aSairsy  than  commit- 
ting a<3s  which  muft  bri^g  on  the  ruin  of  themfelviss  and  0^ 
their  families. 

'  As  it  will  be  impofTible,  in  fome  degree,  to  prevent  the  inno- 
cent from  fuffering  with  the  guilty,  the  innocent  have  means  of 
redrefs  by  informing  againft  thofe  who  have  engaged  in  unlawful 
aflbciations,  and  of  robbing  houfes  of  arms  and  money. 

'  The  people  mud  be  very  ignorant  not  to  know  that,  nptwith- 
ftanding  the  fair  promifes  of  the  French,  that  they  have  firft  de- 
ceived, and  then  plundered  every  country  into  which  they  have 
come.  And  they  are  therefore  forewarned,  that  in  cafe  of  inva- 
fion  fjTom  the  French,  if  they  (hould  attempt  to  join  the  enemy, 
or  communicate  with  him,  or  join  in  any  infurredtion,  they  will 
be  immediately  put  to  death,  and  their  houfes  and  properties. 
deftroyed. 

*  The  General  officers  call  to  the  people  to  kno}^  why  they  (hould 
be  left  attached  to  the  Government  now,  than  they  were  a  year 
ago,  when  they  fiiewed  fo  much  loyalty  in  aflfiftiog  His  Majesty's 
troops  to  oppcrfe  tbe  landing  of  the  Frenclv  ?  Is  it  not  becaufc 
they  have  been  (educed  by  jn^icked  men  ?  j 

'  Why  ihould  they  tljiii^  thcvnfelves  bgund  by  paths  intp  \^'hicb  ] 
they  have  been  foduoed  pr  terrified  i 
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_  « 

*  The  people  arc  requefted  to  bring  in  their  arms  to  the  Magif- 

*  trates  or  Commanding  oiEccrs  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  have 

*  dircdlions  to  receive  them,  and  no  queffions  will  be  afked. 

(Signed)  *  JAMES  DUFF,  Maj.  Gen/ 

"  On  the  7th  of  May,  1798^  the  following  orders  were  iifued 
by  Lieutenant-general  Sir  James  Steward  : 

'.Whereas  it  has. been  reprcfented  to  Lieutenant-general  Sir 
James  Steward,  that  in  fome  parts  of  the  country  where  it  has  been 
neceffary  to  ftation  troops  at  free- quarters  for  the  reftoration  of 
public  tranqjillity,  that  general  fubfcriptions  of  money' have  been 
entered  into  by  the  inhabitants  to  purchafe  provifions  for  the 
troops,  by  which  means  the  end  prOpofed,  of  making  the  burden 
fall  as  much  as  poflible  on  the  guilty,  is  entirely  defeated,  by 
making  it  fall  in  a  light  proportion  on  the  whoje,  and  thereby 
eafing  and  proted^ing  the  guilty.  It  has  been  thought  proper  to 
diredt,  that  wherever  that  pradtice  has  been  adopted,  or  (hall  be 
attempted,  the  general  officers,  commanding  divifions  of  the 
Southern  diftrifl,  Ihall  immediately  double,  treble,  or  quadruple  the 
number  of  foldiersfo  (Rationed,  and  fhall  fend  out  regular  foraging 
parties  to  provide  proyifions  for  the  troops,  in  the  quantities  men- 
tioned in  the  former  notice,  bearing  date  the  27  th  day  of  April, 
1798;  and  that  they  fhall  move  them  frcim  ftation  through  the 
diftridl  or  barony,  until  all  arms  are  furrendered,  and  tranquillity 
be  perfe6tty  reftored,  and  until  it  is  reported  to  the  general  officers, 
by  the  gentlemen  holding  landed  property,  and  thofe  who  are  em-, 
ployed  in  collef^ing  the  public  revenues  and  tithes,  that  all  rents, 
taxes,  and  tythes  are  completely  paid  up.' 

Adjutant-GeneraVs  Office  J  Corky  May  7 /A,  1798.' 

*'  On  the  nth  of  June,  1798,  Major  general  Nugent,  after 
holding  out  certain  offers  and  terms  to  the  infurgents,  proceeds  to 
declare,   *  That,  fhould  the  above  injundtions  not  be  complied  with 

*  within  the  tims  fpecified.  Major-general  Nugdnt  will  proceed  td 

*  fet  fire  to  and  totally  deftroy  the  towns  of  Killinchy,  Killileagh, 

*  ^^llynahinch,  Sallitficld,  and  every  cottage  and  farm-houfe  in  xht 

*  vicinity  of  thofe  places,  carry  off  the  ftock  and  cattle,  and  put 
'  every  one  to  the  fword  who  may  be  found  in  arms. 

*  It  particularly  behoves  all  the  well-afFeded  perfons,  who  are 

*  now  with  the  rebels,  from  conftraint,  and  who  it  is  known  form  a 

*  confiderable  part  of  their  numbers,  to  exert  themfelves  in  having 
<  thefe  terms  complied  with;  as  it  is  the  only  opportunity  there  will 
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*  be  of  refcuing  themfelves  and  properties  from  the  indifcriminate 

*  vengeance  of  an  army  neceffarily  let  loofe  upon  them.' 

**  But  finally,  the  document  which  appears  to  us  the  moft  im- 
portant of  all,  and  to  whicb  we  earneftly  invite  and  prefs  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe,  Is  a  public  order  ifTued  about  the  middle  of  the 
prefcnt  month  of  June,  1798,  in  the  following  words  : 

*  Major-general  Morrifon  requefts  that  officers  commanding 
'  corps  will  give  the  ftridleft  orders  to  prevent  fetting  fire  to  houfes 

*  or  buildings  of  any  kind,  a  mode  of  puniftiment  that  can  lead ' 

*  only  to  the  moft  pernicious  confequences,  and  that  feldom  or  never 

*  falls  on  the  guilty,  but  on  the  contrary,  on  the  landlord,  the  wife 

*  and  children  of  the  criminals,  who,  however  iniquitous  the  hulband 
*.  or  father,  ought  always  to  be  fpared  and  protcdted. 

*  And  he  has  likewife  received  orders  from  Lieutenant-general 
'  Lake,  that  free  quarters  are  no  longer  to  be  permitted,  neither  are 

*  foraging  parties  to  be  allowed  to  go  out,  unlefs  under  the  care  of  an 

*  officer,  who  is  to  be  refpopfible '  for  every  aft,  in  order  that  the 
"*  friends  of  Government,  the  helplefs  and  infirm,  may  not  be  in- 

*  volved  in  one  indifcriminate  mafs  of  deftrudion  with  the  rebel- 

*  lious  and  ill-difpofcd.* 

"  The  prohibition  contained  in  this  order,  wife  and  humane  as  it 
is,  is  equivalent  to  a  hiftory  of  all  the  horrible  tranfaftiohs  it  alludes 
to,  and  cftablilhes  the  truth  of  them  by  evidence,  which  cannot  be 
difputed  or  fufpedled,  and  alfo  con^rms  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and 
on  the  irrefiftible  proof  derived  from  praftice  and  experience,  that  ^ 
fuch  a  mode  of  puhifhment  *  feldom  or  never  falls  on  the  guilty,  but 

*  on  women  and  children,  who  ought  always  to  be  fpared  and  pro- 

*  tefled,'  and  that  its  principle,  if  not  only  operation  and  effijcl,  is 

*  to  involve  the  friends  of  Government,  the  helplefs  and  the   in- 

*  firm,  m  one  indifcriminate  mafs  of  deftruftion  with  the  rebellious 

*  and  ill-difpofed.' 

"  BEDFORD, 

«  WENT  WORTH  FITZ  WILLI  AM, 

"  PONSONBY, 

«  HOLLAND, 

"  ALBEMARLE, 

«  KING, 

♦*  THANET-" 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

fFedraJdffj  June  27. 

Mr.  ROSE  (aid,  he  had  a  motion  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe^  to 
whiiJi  he  was  furc  there  cpuld  be  no  objcAion.  Every  gentleman 
"who  had  attended  to  buiinefs  this  (eflion  muft  agree  widi  him,  that 
Mr.  Dyfon,  the  affiftant  clerk  of  the  Houfe,  was  fully  entitled  to 
the  fame  falary  which  his  predeceffor  had  enjoyed.  He  fhoidd 
thcrcfbre  move,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prcfcntcd  to  His  Ma- 
jefty,  befeeching  him  to  grant  to  J.  Dyfon,  Efq.  alTilfent  clerk  to 
that  Houfe,  fuch  an  increafe  of  falary  as  he  Ihould  judge  proper, 
and  to  aiTure  His  Majefty  that  that  Houfe  would  mdce  good  the 
fame.-*«i-Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rofe  then  moved  a  fimilar  addrefs,  for  the  purpofe  of 
granting  the  fum  of  240I.  to  the  perfon  who  had  prepared  the  Index 
to  the  Journals.— -Agreed  to. 

Honourable  GEORGE  WALPOLE  faid,  he  hoped  die  ho- 
nourable  gentleman  had  no  more  motions  of  that  Importance  to 
maike  ;  if  he  had,  it  might  be  neceilary  to  clear  the  gpUery. 

Mr.  HUSKISSON  brought  up  copies  of  letters  received  from 
the  Colonels  of  feveral  Militia  corps,  who  had  made  a  voluntary 
offer  of  their  fer vices  in  Ireland,  which  were  orderetl  to  lie  on  th^ 
&ble  for  the  perufal  of  the  Members. 

Thurjdejt  jfum  28. 
No  Inferefting  bulioeis  took  plaoe. 


Ill  «p 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

Friday t  June  29 « 

The  bills  upon  the  table,  fix  in  number,  were  read  a  third  time, 
five  of  thcfe  werp  pafled  ;  but  on  the  ^ueftion  for  pailing  the  laft, 
the  Scots'  Diftilleries  Bill,  being  put. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD  rofe  to  oppofe  it — he  ftated  his 
difapprobation  of  the  bill  at  fome  length,  and  concluded  by 
avowiijg  his  determination  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  the 
roeafure.  »  •  , 
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A  dtfcuffion  dccordtngly  took  place,  when  there  appeared  t 
Contents,  5  ;  Non  Contents,   i . 

The  bill  was  then  paffed,  and  a  meflage  was  feht  to  acquaint  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  therewith. 

At  half  paft  three  o'clock  His  Majefty  came  down  to  the  Houfe, 
in  the  ufual  date,  and  being  feated  on  the  throne  in  his  royal  lobcs. 
Sir  F.  Molyneux,  Gentlemart  U(her  of  the  Black  Rod,  was 
difpatchcd  to  order  the  attendance  of  the  Commons,  who  forthwidi 
appeared  at  the^b^ilr,  widi  Mr.  Speaker  at  their  head. 

His  Majefty  being  feated  on  the  tbrone,  Mr*  Speaker*  addrefibd 
His  Majefty  as  follows :        - 

*^  Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

**  Your*  faithful  Commons  humbly  attend  your  Majcfty  with 
^e  bills  which  ckfe  the  fupply  for  the  public  fervice  of  the  year. 

"In  providing  for  the  cfFeflal   profecution  of  the  conteft  ki 
which  this  country  is  engaged,  your  Commons  have  been  actuated 
by  the  convi<3ion  that  no  alternative  remained  ;  and  that  it  was 
only  from  Che  extraordinary  efforts  which  the  crifis  demanded,  that 
the  means  could  be  derived  of  mainHanning  the  honour  of  your  Ma« 
jefty's  Crown,  and  the  fccurity  and  independence  of  the  Britifh 
empire.     Confideradons  of  temporary  convenience  harve  accordingly 
^ven  way  to  the  vrgent  duty  of  combini^  the  attention,  fo  pecu-*, 
liarly  unportant  at  thi»  time,  to  the  fupport  and  liability  of  public 
credit,  with  a  determisurtian  to  make  an  ample  provifion  for  the  fe- 
veral  branches  of  the  pd)iic  fervice.     To  tbefe  ob|eds  thjc  delHx- 
rations  of  your  Commons  have  been  diligently  applied  ;  and  they 
have  obferved,  with  pride  and  iads^afSion,  that  the  unexampled  {a- 
crifices,  which  the  ^ate  df  peblic  affairs  appeared  to  them  indif- 
penfably  to  reqaiYe,  have  been  accompa*nied  by  fuch  dempnftrations 
of  lo^ky  and  seal,  from  all  claiies  erf"  their  fellow  fubjefls,  by  vo- 
luntary exertions  of  every  defcription,  to  fuch  an  amaont  andexitent, 
as  to  afford  the  beA  comment  on  the  hopes,  and  the  moft  decjfive 
answer  to  the  mifreprefentations  upon  which  the  enemy  muft  have 
founded  the  vain  and  preftmiptaous  projcft  of  deftroying  the  com- 
mercial profperity,   the  maritime  greatnefs,  and  liberties  of  thefe 
kingdoms. 

"  Your  Commons,  Sire,  are  gratified  by  the  perfuafion  that 
•Aieir  proceedings  have  been  in  atll  refpefts  ftri6^}y  conformable  to 
rtic  intcrefts  and  the  (lentiments  of  a  free  and  intelligent  people,  who 
confider  no  efforts  too  great  which  may  be  necefJitry  to  fruftrate  the 
4kfign6,  and  repel  the  attempt9  of  the  enemy  ;  and  to  preferve  that 
Conftitution  whi^h  they  know  to  be  the  guardian  of  all  that  is  moil 
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dear  and  valuable  to  thetnfelves,  and  the  bed  inheritance  that  can 
be  tranfmitted  to  their  defcendants. 

"  The  bilU  which  I  have  in  my  hand  are  feverally  entituled, 
&c.  &c." 

He  then  prefcnled  the  following  bills,  to  which  he  requeued  His 
Majefty's  royal  aflent,  viz. 

•*  An  a6l  for  enabling  His  Majefty  to  raifc  the  fum  of  one  mil- 
lion, for  the  ufes  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  and  for  applying  a 
certain  fum  of  money,  therein  mentioned,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
onethoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety- eight ;  for  farther  appropria- 
ting thefupplics  granted  in  this  feffion  of  Parliament ;  and  for  making 
forth  duplicates  of  Exchequer  bills,  lottery  tickets,  certificates,  re- 
ceipts, annuity  orders,  or  other  orders,  loft,  burnt,  or  other  wife 
deftroyed. 

**  An  acSl  for  railing  the  fum  of  three  millions  by  loans  or  Ex- 
chequer bills. 

**  An  aft  to  revive,  continue,  until  the  tenth  day  of  April  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  amend,  an  aft,  paiied 
in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  entituled,  "  An  aft  for  granting 
•*  to  His  Majefty  additional  duties  on  diftilleries  in  the  feveral  parts 
«*  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  therein  particularly  defcribed,  for 
**  a  limited  time,  and  for  regulating  the  duties  on  diftilleries  in 
**  the  refpeftive  diftrifts  in  Scotland ;"  and  for  granting  to  His 
Majefty  certain  additional  duties  on  fpirits  diftilled  for  confumption, 
and  a  duty  on  unmalted  grain  ufed  in  diftillation  in  Scotland,  and 
for  altering  and  amending  certain  other  afts  of  Parlianient  for.  the 
regulation  of  diftilleries  in  Scotland. 

**  An  aft  for  afcertaining  the  duty  payable  on  taxed  carts. 

**  An  aft  for  the  regulation  of  the  provifional  force  of  cavalry, 
raifed  by  virtue  of  two  afts  of  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament. 

<*  An  aft  for  the  better  fecurity  and  defence  of  the  town  and 
port  of  Liverpool." 

After  which,  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  a  moft  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  Ifhrone  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  as  fed- 

loweth,  viz* 

f 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen* 

By  the  meafures  adopted  during  the  prefent  Jejfum^  you  have  amply 
fulfilled  the  fokmn  and  unanimous  ajjurances  which  I  received  from 
you  at  its  commencement. 

The  example  of  your  firmnefs  and  conjiancy  has  been  applauded  and 
fallowed  by  my  fubje^is  in  every  rank  and  condition  of  life.     Affirit 
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of  voluntary  and  ardent  exerthn^  dtffujii  through  every  part  of  the 
kingdom^   has  ftrengthened'and  confirnted  our  Internal  fecurity :  the 
fame  fentiments  have  continued  iOf  animate  rhy  troops  of  every  defcrip* 
tion  ;  and  my  fleets  have  met  the  menaces  of  iteuaJiGn^  by  blocking  up  , 
$ur  enemies  in  all  their  principal  portSk 
\     '       -        . 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons> 

in^e  extenfive  and  equitable  fcheme  of  contribution^  by  which  fo  large 
V  prop^tion  of  our  expences  will  pe  defrayed  within  the  year^  has  de~ 
feated  the  expeSiations  of  thofe  who  had  vainly  hoped  to  exhauji  our 
meansy  and  *to  deftroy  our  public  credit,  Tou  have  been  enabled  to 
avail  yourf elves  of  further  refources  from  a  commerce  increafed  in  eX" 
tent  and  liigoury  notwithjianding  the  difficulties  of  wary  and  have  had 
the  Jingular  ffitisfadiion  of  deriving^  at  the  fame  moment ^  lar^t  addi- 
tional aid  from  individual  exertions  of  unexampled  i^eal,  liberality,  and 
patriofifm.  ^ 

The  provifion  which  has  been  made  for  the  redemption  of  the  land 
tax  has  alfo  eflablijhed  a  fyjiem  which,  in  its  progreffive  operation,  may 
produce  the  happieji  confequences,  by  the  increafe  of  out'  rrfourceSy  the 
diminution  of  our  debt,  and  the  fupport  of  public  credit. 

yiy  Lofds,  and  Gentlemen, 

The  defigns  of  the  difaffeBed,  carried  on  ih  concert  with  our  inve- 
Urate  enemies ^  have  been  unremittingly  purfued,  but'hav^  been  happily 
and  effectually  counter aSted  in  this  kingddm  by  the  general  z^al  and  hy 
4dty  of  my  fubjeSfs. 

in  Ireland  they  have  broken  out  into  the  moft  criminal  aSls  of  open 
rebellion.  Every  effort  has  been  employed  on  my  part  JO  Jubdue  this 
dangerous  fpirit,  which  is  equally  hojiile  to  the  interejls  and  fafety  of 
ruery  part  of  the  Britijh  empire.  I  cannot  too  Jlrongly  commend  the 
unjhaken  fidelity  and  valour  of  my  regular ^  fencible,  and  militia  troops 
in  Ireland,  and  that  determined fpirif  with  whick^my  yeomany  and  vo^ 
lunteer  forces  of  that  kingdom  have  food  forward  in  defence  of  the  lives. 
and  properties  of  their  fellow  fubjeSis^  and  in  fupport  of  the  lawful 
Government. 

The  Jinking  and  honourable  proof  of  alacrity  and  public  fpirit,  which 
fo  many.of  my  fencible  and  militia  regiments  in  this  kingdom  have  mani^ 
fejied  on  this  occajion,  has  already  received  the  fulleft  tejiimony  oflthe 
approbation  of  Parliament.. 

Voju.  VI.  •         ^  S      . 
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•  f7)is  condu^f  perfonally.Jo  honourable  to  the  individuals y   affords 

thejlrongeji  pledge  both  of  the  military  ardour  which  actuates  this  valu^ 

able  part  of  our  national  defence y  and  of  their  affectionate  concern  for  the 

fafety  and  ^appinefs  of  Ireland^  ivhich  are,  ejji:ntially  connected  with  the 

•  general  ititercjis  of  the  Britijh  empire. 

With  the  advantage  of  thiifupport^  and  after  the  difllnguijhed  and 
important  fuccefs  which  has  recently  attended  the  operations  of  my  arm^ 
againft  the  principal  J  orce  of  the  rebels  y  I  truft  the  time  is  fafi  approach^ 
ihgj  when  thofe  now  feduced  from  their  allegiance  will  be  brought  to  a 
jufi  fenfe  of  the  guilt  they  have  incurred^  and  will  entitle  themf elves  to 
forgivenefsy  and  to  that  prote£lion  which  it  is  my  conjiant  wijh  to  afford 
to  every  clafs  and  condition  of  my  fubjeSfs  who  manifefl  their  dejire  to 
'  pay  a  due  ot)edience  to  the  laws. 

This  temporary  interruption  of  tranquillity^  and  all  its  attendant  ca-- 
hmitieSy  mufi  be  attnbvted  to  thofe  pernicious  principles  which  have 
been  indnflricvfiy  propagated  in  that  country^  and  whichy  wherever 
they  have  prevailed^  have  never  failed  to  produce  the  moji  dfajirous 
effects. 

With  fuch  warnings  before  us,  f enable  of  the  danger  which  we  are  * 
called  upon  to  repely  and  of  the  bkffngs  we  have  to  preferve^  let  us  corsr 
tinue  firmly  united  in  a  determined  reftflance  to  the  dejigns  of  our  enemies^ 
and  in  th'e  defence  of  that  Confiitution  which  hai  been  foundy  by  experi* 
enccy  to  enfure  to  usy  in  fo  eminent  a  degree y  public  libertyy  national 
Jirengthy  and  the  fecurity  and  comfort  of  all  claffes  of  the  community. 

It  is  only  by  perfeverance  in  this  line  of  condu£i  that  we  can  hope, 
under  the  continuance  of  that  divine  protection  which  we  have  fo  aburir 
dantly  experiencedy  to  conduct  this  arduous  contefi  to  a  happy  ifjue  ;  and 
to  maintain y  undiminifhed,  the  fecurity,  honour,  and  lajiiijig  P^ofp^^ity^ 
of  the  country. 
» 

And  afterwards,  the  Lord  phancellpr,  by  His  Majcfty's  com- 
inandy  faid. 

My  Lords y  and  Gentlemen, 

Jt  is  His  Majefiys  royal  will  andpleafure.^  that  this  Parliament  he 
prorogued  to  JVednefday  the  %th  day  of  Auguji  next,  to  be  then  here 
holden;  and  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  t^  JVednefday  th^ 
Sth  day  of  AuguJl  next.  » -       • 
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priday\  yune  29, 

At  two  o'clock  Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair,  and  about  half  paft 
three  Mr.,  Speaker  attended  at  the  bar  of  the  Lords,  where  His 
Majefty  prorogued  the  Parliament — [For  v^hich  fee  the  proceedings 
pi  the  Houfe  of  Peers]; 


ERRATUM : 
In  page  490,  for  Mvch  3, 1798,  read  March  3,  1797. 
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